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clia'm  of  forti  wliEcli  his  predccessivr,  Aulus  Plautlire,  Imt?  eslab- 
lished  apon  tlie  Rivers  Avnn  uud  Severu,  lie  crossed  llie  biter 
with  liis  army,  and  lauded,  accordiug  Xa  some  authors,  at  a  place 
tailed  Aust-fcrr^f  but  with  more  probability,  according  to  olht^rs, 
at  Ca!decot-pilL  OstoriuH  had  teckancd  upon  an  easy  conquest  of 
a  people  ¥»ljose  nutubcr^j  lie  supposed  ^^niall,  and  who^  means  of  re- 
alsiauor  he  Ibouglit  probably  few.  But  he  experienced  uiicx[>ected 
difficulties  ul  every  step.  Tlie  coimlry  he  found  intersected  by 
nnraeroiis  and  rapid  rivers,  broken  by  mountains  and  precipices, 
cDrered  wlLli  woods  and  furestfi,  abouucUiig  with  ambush  and 
defiles ;  aiw}  the  passes  defended  by  d  brave,  wartikei  desperate 
people^  hemled  by  a  chieftain  wfio  might  liin'c  been  equalled, 
but  never  was  surpussed  in  skill  or  bravery.  When  Ostorius 
perceived  the  numbers,  the  resolute  appearance  of  the  western  Bri- 
tons,  and  the  f^iriniiliible  positions  taken  by  Caractacua  in  ail  his 
movements,  hi*  judgment  was  staggered,  and  his  courage  dis- 
mayed ;  aiKt  Itad  it  not  been  for  the  itni>erioui  denuiiKi  of  his 
soldiers,  unaccnstoined  to  submission^  he  would  probably  have 
abandoned  tlie  object  of  conquest,  previous  to  the  detisivc  battle 
of  Caer  Caradoc,  TJ)OUgh  the  loss  of  their  leader  caused  confii^ 
skon  ;knH>ng  the  discomfited  Britons,  and  for  a  sliort  interval 
a  stt^pen^sion  of  hostilities,  yet  their  sfiirit  was  unsubdued,  the 
flame  of  inde|>endcnce  was  not  quenched,  and  the  fire  of  patriot- 
ism  wa«  roused  again  by  the  vaunting  menace  of  the  haughty  Ho* 
niiin,  "  That  the  Silitrinn  name  should  be  exterminated  from  the 
eATili,  as  the  Sigaml^ian  had  previously  been  from  the  states 
of  GalJia,  by  the  Roman  arms,"  HosHUiies  again  commenced 
with  renovated  violence  on  the  jr^rt  of  the  Silurians,  who,  by 
rej>eated  attacks^,  aitd  the  depredatory  and  iksultory  warfare, 
which  Ihe  nature,  and  their  knowledge  of  the  counlry»  enabled 
thcni  to  marnlaiu,  so  Munoyed  and  harassed  lite  Roinans,  as  to 
keep  llicm  in  perpetual  abrra,  aiid  gradually  diminished  both 
Iheir  spirit  and  iJM-ir  power.  The  imparallek'd  resistance  made 
Ijy  the  Britons  abated  the  ardor  of  the  Roman  troops,  and  their 
Icidfj  fell  a  victim  to  (he  faligne,  anxiety,  and  chagrin  wlikh  h« 

had 


■  Avff  suffered  b^f  tbe  reiterated  obstacles  opposed  to  bini  by  tbe 
tSalurLio  irmn.  Iii  the  reign  of  Vespasian  the  conquest  of  Siluria 
>Mju  ■gata  attempted  by  the  Romans,  under  Jultu»  FroDtinus^ 
'^iiirte  courage  aud  taknts  proved  successful  against  the  over» 
p>wered  Britoit^^  and  their  count r^r  was  eventitad^  subdued. 
.^i^rkola,  who  succeeded  Froutinus  in  the  govemmentr  Coding 
tttvptrt  of  tl.e  coiiiitrv  in  subjectfou  to  the  Roman  yoke,  pro- 
^leded  against  the  Ordovices,  and  having  subjugated,  or  rather^ 
«i  TVcitus  observes,  exterminated  them,  look  jMyssession  of  Ibeif 

rkmtory,  and  uniled  llie  two  countries  into  one  jurisdictioD,  ud* 
dcrtlte  dcnoroiDation  of  Britannia  iterunda*.  The  Komana  oc^ 
espied  the  country  of  the  Silures,  as  a  conquered  province,  from 
tfaetiiiw  of  their  first  estEblishnient,  in  the  rei^^n  of  tlie  Emperor 
Vetpsiitn,  till  their  final  departure  from  Britain,  hi  the  year  408, 

IiMlidiBg  a  period  of  nearly  330  yean. 
Tljough  the  people  had  from  necessity  submitted,  and  declined 
leODtnt  which  they  possessed  not  the  power  to  con! rune,  yet  it 
•ii  nideatly  a  forced  submission.  Their  physical  slre»;;th  had 
km  overcome,  their  means  had  been  exhausted  by  protracted 
wiT&re,  and  their  hopes  in  the  fruitless  strugszte  almost  lost ;  still 
Utegerra  of  independence  remaiued  alive,  the  spark  of  freedom 
^existed,  Ihongli  latent  b  tlie  smotliering  ashes«  To  secure 
tiiecoaquest  tliey  had  so  dearly  bought^  Ihc  invaders  were  obliged 
to  fonn  and  garrison  a  concatenated  Itjie  of  fortified  po^ts.  Be* 
ii^Mmerous  catfipa-a^tivOf  for  the  exorcise  and  lodgment  of 
1^  Roama  troops  in  summer,  no  l^s  tlian  five  principal  6TA- 
TiOKs  were  erected  in  that  portion  of  Silurta,  included  within 
llw  preieut  county  of  Monmouth.  The  three  stations  of  Venta* 
SUmwm,  Cmenveot ;  l9€a-Si/urumt  Cacrleon ;  and  Gobtmnium, 
AWtpvctmy,  are  acknowledged  to  be  Roman  by  the  concurrent 
Nii&any  of  antiquarian  commentators.  Differences  have  artseu 
the  ^tesof  two  other  stations  v  Burrium  and  Bkstium, 
in  Ibe  Itinerary  of  Antoninus :  but  they  appear,  ac- 
^  A  2  cording 

*  9m  Be»itiM>  Vol  VI.  p,  401« 
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cording  to  Horsky,  lo  be  fixi-d  with  more  eviJencc  of  probabilily, 
if  not  wiUi  iertaint^y»  at  U»k  antj  Monmouth,  titan,  as  they 
bave  been  by  some  auliqu^ries,  at  OlcJcaiitle  and  CaerpTiiily.  The 
reasons  for  coiucidiDg  with  tlic  autlior  of  liie  Britannia  Koniann 
will  tie  given,  when  the  places  in  question  are  hereafter  mure 
particularly  ciescribetU 

Much  greater  difficulty  occurs  iu  tracing  the  Roman  RoAns,, 
than  in  asccrlainiiig  the  stations.  This  tlitficully  Ivm  ari^oi  from  a 
combiualion  of  causei :  from  the  uiarsliv  situation  of  the  conn* 
try  tbroitgli  which  some  of  them  must  have  passed ;  from  the 
frequent  inundations  which  probably  have  washed  away  many 
traces;  from  the  cnltivaled  Mate  of  the  country  in  which  the 
stations  are  situated,  between  wliicli  these  roads  formed  cotiimu- 
nicalions ;  and  from  llie  custom  of  pitching  or  paving  the  palh- 
Kays,  and  planting  the  fences  upon  high  cmhaukincnts,  fonnefi 
or  supported  by  large  stODes.  Mo!it  of  the  great  roadti  forming 
a  connection  between  tbe  southern  part  of  Brilannia-Secumliu 
»nd  tbc  Roman  provinces  east  of  the  Severn,  must  liavc  psseJ 
through  Moninoulhsbire.  But  so  little  atlentiou  lias  lR>en  ttitUcrto 
paid  to  this  subjecti  or  ao  great  have  been  the  obstacles  to  dis- 
covery, Ibal  the  informalioa  obtained  is  tieiUier  ami>te  nor  satis- 
factorv% 

The  Julia  Strata,  according  to  general  ackiiowledgmenl,  led 
from  Aqua  Soiis,  Bath,  to  Menevia,  St.  David*s,  in  a  direction 
tlirough  the  counties  of  Monmouth,  Gfamorgan,  Caermartben» 
and  Pembroke :  but  in  allempti:  g  to  trace  its  course  ihrtnigh  this 
county,  much  dilKcuUy  arises,  from  the  variety  of  opinions 
re-^jiecling  tlic  route  it  t<K>k  towards  the  Severn,  and  from  what 
point  I  lie  end?arkaLion  of  Roman  troops  was  at  firsts  or  afterwards, 
usually  made.  This  has  been  diversely  fixed  by  diflereiit  writers 
at  Amesbury,  Oldbury,  Aust,  New-passage,  Hcnbury,  and 
Portitthiad.  Tiic  landing  on  the  opposite  shore  has  been  conse* 
quently  as  variously  placed  at  Tydenham,  Beacbley,  Chepstow^ 
Blark-rock,  Porlscwil,  and  Sudbrooke.  Hence  the  commenre- 
ment  and  direction  of  this  road  iiave  both  been  rendered  doubt- 
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M .     Admitting  Portisbead  to  be  the  station  Thijeeiui  of  the  Iti- 
acraiy,  and  that  it  was  the  general  place  of  Roman  embarkation, 
tile  assignabk  place  for  landbg  will  appear  anqnetitionably  to  be 
M  Siidbrooke,  in  this  county,  where  are  still  the  vestiges  of  a 
brjge  Roman  encampment.    "  Notwithstanding,  however,  all  my 
raearcbcs,  I  could  not  discover  any  f«stiges  of  a  causeway  be- 
tween Caldecot-pill  and  Caerwent,  tfll  I  passed  the  brook,  Ne- 
dere,  in  the  vicinity  of  Caerwent.     Between  the  brook  and  the 
castera  gate  I  perceived  vestiges  of  an  ancient  paved  eanseway, 
wUdi,  wHbin  the  memory  of  some  of  the  inhabitants,  was  more 
perfect*.*     From  Caerwent  the  road  is  visible  beyond  the  Ne- 
deni,  in  the  direction  of  Penbow  to  Caerleon,  whence  a  branch 
M  to  Usk.    Horsley,  who  pursoed  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century,  described  it  as  then  being  prominent  and  remarkable. 
The  part  which  he  discovered  to  the  east  of  Caerwent,  Mr.  Le- 
man  very  justly  concludes  mast  have  formed  a  portion  of  the  road 
called  Akewmm-street,  which  went  from  Caerleon  to  C&rinhtm, 
Cirencester.    Tlie  course  of  the  Julia  Strata,  west  of  Caerleon, 
is  described  in  Uie  twelfth  iter  of  Antoninus,  as  passing  into 
Giaroorgaoshire,  through  the  station  B&vhtm,  to  Nidus,  or  Keath. 
Few  traces  are  discoverable  l)etween  Caerleon  and  Newport,   but 
Mr.  Evans,  vicar  of  St.  Woolos,  from  various  Roman  remains 
dug  up  in  different  places,  is  induced  to  think  it  proceeded  from 
the  west  gate  of  Caerleon,  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Usk,   leav- 
in<;  Malpas  church  on  the  west,  and  Crinda-house  on  the   east, 
and  passed  to  the  site  of  St.  Woolos  church,  on  the  bill  near  New* 
port,  where  are  encampments,  and  a  tumulus,  now   destroyed, 
which    Mr.  Harris  tliougbt  was  an  arx  speculataria-f.    In  its 
progress  south  westward  the  line  was  doubtful ;  it  extended  pro. 
bably  between  the  old  and  the  new  road  to  Caerdiff,  from  the 

A  3  direction 

^  Coxe*s  Historical  Tour  in  Monmoatfashire,  Introdoction,  p.  t7. 

t  The  trnme  CaeraUf  fortificationi»  still  preserves  tke  Konum  detignatioa. 
— Arcbaeolopa,  VoL  II,  p.  7. 
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direction  af  tbe  fortified  poiub,  till  their  junction  ne^r  Si,  Melons 
whence  it  prcKiteded  byPeo-y-piJ,  near  the|>Tf54*nl  turnpike  road^ 
to  tbe  station  mentioned  hy  Richard,  iu  tus  Iter,  o{  Tibia  AmnU: 
whether  ttml  was  situated  ut  ihtf  pass  of  tlie  river  Ruiuuey,  or 
three  mile?  further  on  tlie  Taaf  *. 

The  loads  which  branciied  off  from  t!je  Julia  Strata,  in  thii 
county,  are  mentioned  in  the  Iwelfth  and  tbiirleeulb  iters  of  An- 
toniue,  and  the  eleveutliaud  thirteenth  of  Richard.  One  branch 
led  from  Isca  Silurum  to  Bt/rrium,  mni  dividing  into  two  ramifica* 
linns,  one  proceeded  to  Gohonmum,  and  the  other  to  Blt^tiunu 

•'  The  only  road  bearrug  positive  marks  of  Roman  origin  b 
that  which  leads  from  the  left  bank  of  the  Wy,  up  the  Kyniin, 
passes  by  Stanton,  iu  Gloucestershire,  and  was  t^art  of  the  old 
way  from  Monmouth  to  Gloucester^  At  this  place  are  many  in- 
dications of  a  Roman  settlement ;  tin:  name  of  Slauton  proves 
the  existence  of  a  Roman  causeway  f." 

Another  road  appears  to  have  passed  in  a  direction  south  west- 
ward from  Abergavenny »  to  Neaih^  or  to  some  station  in  Glamor^ 
ganshire,  *'  I  travelled  over  that  part  of  it  which  si  retch  C3  from 
Penllwyn,  north  to  Bydwellty,  and  the  Sorwy  furnace.  It  forms 
a  straight  line,  from  forty  to  Mx\  feet  in  breadth,  between  the 
liedges,  which  is  an  uncommon  circumstance  in  this  county, 
where  the  roads  are  extremely  narrow ;  in  many  places  I  observed 
v^estiges  of  a  causcuiiyj  paved  with  large  flag-slones ;  in  some 
parts  there  was  hllle  more  than  u  patliway  in  the  midst  of  this 
broad  road,  but  in  others  t|ie  whole  causeway  reniatned  entire 
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•  Rietiard  i^Iacea  BO'viitm  icxviij,  M.  P.  f>om  Carrleon,  bnt  records  an 
intcmiethate  |]0<»t,  Tib'm  Amms^  Tiii.  M.  P.  tVom  \hv  latter  station.  Tlie 
lULine  iniphcs  it  was  situated  on  a  rtrrr^  and  if  tlie  nuiutml  lias  not  bei'a 
carnipter),  ita  s\i^  must  be  fixed  iti  MonmouUi%!iiro,  and  ^i^inewliere  upon 
the  banks  of  the  RumiK'y.  *•  WhcUier  that  plane,  ?,  <■  tlir  village  of  Kum- 
ney,  took  its  denomination!  from  ihe  liumnmy  or  wlitttier  the  viver  rivc 
same  to  if,  frGin  Kfu^my^  to  tlivide,  [shall  not  take  upoii  me  ut  prei^nt  to 
dcttrminc.  T(\  hence  tlie  Kcuibili  Ramney  took  itj  denomimtion  ?  Somnef 
er  Lftmbard  My  from  ttie  Howtans," — Archaeologist,  VoL  II«  p,  8. 
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lougti  fyiTowed  with  tlic  tracks  of  liorses.  Thes^ 
are  peculiarly  fttriking  about  Imlf  a  mile  beyond 
Sy^vrflty  church*  near  which  are  remnins  of  a  strong  eiitrench- 
(  traced  ir  only  four  miles ;  Imt  I  am  informed  by  gentle- 
«»bo  have  tmich  frefjuented  Hiese  mountains  for  growse 
Ikat  it  continues  tiortli  some  milos  farther,  and  titcn 
lo  tlic  esut  and  oorlli-east  over  the  tnoors,  in  a  direction  to 
Aben^wofiy.  TWi%  road  is  called  by  the  natives  Sam  hir^  or 
tke  \om%  paiwd  cauaew:iy»  a  name  which  sufRcieutly  bespeaks  it  to 
be  RooftO ;  Sorn  m  Welsh  hailing  ttic  »ame  signi6c&tjoii  a:^  ntane^ 
trftreet*  iu  Euglish^.'* 

To  enumemle  the  various  remains  of  the  Uomans,  m  hich  have 
different  Itmes  been  discovered  in  this  coiintry,  would  occupy 
fmge4  than  can  be  allotted  in  a  work  of  this  kiuil  In  one 
Jar  subject.  Tliey  consiit  of  Hqueiiuctn.  bat})^  testdiated 
its,  cohimiis,  btatues^  biui*rehefos»  sudatories^  htppo- 
aJtars,  votive  aod  sepulchrul  itonfs,  sarcophagi,  ums, 
tdali,  coiita,  Abulse,  ficc»  &c.  The  most  curious  and  intf  rest- 
ios  of  the^  will  be  described  in  the  accouijt  of  those  places  wliere 
J^ej*  Isave  lieeo  respectively  found. 

On  the  e%-acu<ilion  of  the  i^aiid  by  Ibe  Homans,  the  Britons 
6te  aatttied  by  nuniertMis  Itortks  of  PicU  and  Scots,  and,  un- 
to nwke  eftVctual  resistance,  were  reduced  to  extreme  potiti* 
misery;  and  iheir  princes,  iusiead  of  cndeavouriug  lo  lind 
thrir  *lreR*;tb  in  unaiiiiuily,  like  imprudent  |iartners  in  adversity, 
red  the  w'eds  of  discord  among  their  suhjects,  by  wrangling 
ritb  each  otiier.  At  lius  period  the  Saxons  u-eie  called  in  uf 
by  Vorlinern,  an  event  wliich  murks  an  epoch  of  san- 
fDtoary  detait  A  most  afflictive  scene  of  warfare  ensuetl  between 
the  naltfcs  aud  their  ioMdious  allies*  Aurelius  Ambroitius,  the 
leader  of  the  Britons,  attacked  the  Sanuus  io  every  quarter,  and 
Che  exploits  of  Uther  Pendragoe,  and  llie  heroic  Arthur,  are  too 
•ell  kuoMo  to  need  a  recital  here. 

A  4  Thty 


•  Coxe's  historical  Tour,  Intt  o<l.  p.  •••*. 
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Tliey  Iiave  betn  re|>tesentcil  in  military  prowess  as  unrtraUedp 
and  llidr  fame  as  sur|>as54ii«;  (hat  of  ihc  most  reiiovvncd  heroes  of*  \ 
Grt€ce  aiid  lUly,  Dtiriii;;  tbis  aera  Momiioutlisliire  was  a  con— 
spicuous  Iheatre  for  the  display  of  lierobm  aiid  chivalrous  hoft- 
pitalily,  and  Caerkun  has  been  described  as  equuUiog  Rome  in 
ftpIciMlouir  imdcekbiit).  The?  Bi (tons, in  these  coolests.  continually 
la  Ui€  issue  lost  gruuiid,  and  the  Suxuns  at  kngth,  about  the 
time  ihey  had  eslabhslied  the  hi'pliircbv  uader  Egliert,  bad  coa- 
tiiied  tijtni  to  Ihal  part  of  the  isljnd  west  of  the  Severn.  At  that 
lime  IVales,  the  aj>pL*Il;iliou  given  by  the  iiortbeni  invaders  to 
iliHl  portion  of  the  country,  was  divided  into  three  regions,  or 
piiucipaliliei ;  €wf/nmd(l,  conlainiug  the  greater  part  of  North 
Wales;  PawUhntd,  iucludiiig  part  of  North  Wales,  and  parts  of 
Shropshire  and  Worcestershire ;  aud  i^f^^u^nrfA,  comprizing  South 
Wales,  parls  of  Herefordshire,  Giocestershire,  ami  Uie  whole  of 
MonnioLithshife.  By  the  fortune  of  war  these  were  soiTietimes 
imjicd  under  one  sovereii;n,  aud  at  others,  by  the  law  of  gavel- 
kind, divided  iutt»  several  j)etly  soveneiguties.  In  Iho:**  obscure 
times  it  is  (hlbcult  to  trace  the  liistoiy  of  MiMuuoiithshire,  which 
sometimes  formed  a  sejmrate  ttrritnry  under  the  tiume  of  Gwentt 
afid  at  others  was  comprelicuded  m  Mor^annvc,  uliich  iuctuded 
Glaiiiorgiiu!»liire,  and  pail  of  Caertnarihens.hire.  Hy  '*  tise  Bre- 
viaiy  of  btleliif^eucc,"  it '.appears  tltat  Morgan,  the  prince  of  thi» 
district,  was  subject  to  the  controul  of  Howel»  Prince  of  Soutli 
Wales,  aad  lie  ;dso  at  Die  s;mi«  period  was  tribnlar^'  to  the  King 
of  Enj^'laud,  Morgannor  Uieri  contained  «ieveii  hundreds,  four 
ctf  which,  vii.  Gwavniac,  Eddigion^  Gwent-uiidfrwood,  and 
Gwtnt-ot€rwoQd,  were  in  this  county*.  The  succession  of  its 
l^ctty  princes,  as  recorded  in  the  Welsh  chronicles,  forms  little 
juoie  than  a  cataioijue  of  names,  accompanied  by  notices  of  pe- 
diSgi^St  purportiug  to  be  a  regal  list  from  Morgan,  the  sod  of 
Arthur,  to  the  extiDction  of  the  Hue  in  I  lie  lime  of  Henry  the 
'gecood.     These  petty  cliieft^ins  were  professedly  tributary  to  the 

Princes 

•  Myyrian  Attrbseology  of  Wale?,  Vol.  II, 
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Prinoes  of  Sooth  Wales,  or  his  vicegerent,  the  Prince  of  Ghmor- 
gm  ;  but  the  trihtttc  was  no  longer  paid  than  those  demanding  R 
wevB  able  to  eefocce  eomf  lianoe,  and  the  resistance  to  tlie  de* 
mand  was  often  of  the  most  sanguinary  kind.     In  the  attempts  of 
Uk  Ssxon  raooarchs  to  subjvgate  Wales,  the  Gwentians,  by  their 
ntraordinai^  courage,  opposed  the  most  powerful  obstacles.    Nor 
does  it  appear  that  they  ever  were  completely  conquered  during 
the  Sttnoa  period*.    Powelf  obsen'es  that  Canute  eitteredGwent 
in  the  year  1034,  with  a  powerful  army,  to  enforce  submission; 
on  which  occastOD  he  defeated  R>therch  apjestin.  Prince  of 
Sooth  Wales.    The  pretended  conquests  were  merely  assumptions 
of  arrogance  previous  to  the  reign  of  Ekiward  the  Confessor; 
when   Harold  penetrated  into  the  country,  orercame  GryfBdd^ 
Prince  of  North  Wales,  placed  a  prince  on  the  throne  of  South 
Walcs»   forced  tfie  inhabitants  to  swear  fealty  to  the  crown  of 
Eogtand,  and  took  hostages  for  securing  the  payment  of  the 
caatotnary  tribute.    At  that  time  tlie  Saxons  appear  to  have  oc- 
cupied Momaouth,   Chepstow,    Caerwent,    and  Caerleon,    and 
Harold  is  said  to  hare  erected  a  palace  at  Portscewit. 

The  res)Mte  afforded  by  the  Norman  conquest  furnished  both  a 
pielext  and  opportunity  for  the  Welsh  to  re-assert  their  inde- 
pendente.  Willian  the  First,  however,  had  recourse  to  a  new 
species  of  policy  for  cnrbing  the  rtsint;  spirit  of  restsfance  to  hb 
autliority.  The  Saxon  conquests  were  made  with  royal  troops, 
and  in  the  sovereign's  name,  but  the  wily  Norman  encouraged  his 
powerful  barons  to  make  incursions  at  their  own  expence,  and 
with  their  own  retainers,  and,  as  a  reward,  granted  them  leave  t6 
bold  the  lands  they  con({uered  in  capite  o(  the  crown.  This  policy 
was,  and  only  could  be  temporary.  Those  grand  feudal  tenures 
became  petty  royalties,  the  barons  became  despots  in  their  re- 
spective demesnes;  entrenched  in  their  fortified  castles,  they 
sometimes  awed,  and   at  other  times  resuted  the  reigning  mo- 

narchy 

*  The  Saxon  Chronicle  vaguely  states,  that  all  Wales  was  conquered ; 
hat  it  never  appears  by  any  records  to  have  been  included  in  the  hcpUrcLy. 

t  Histoiy  of  Wales,  p.  57'«c  8;?.  - 
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narcb,  and  arrogated  to  ttieiiiselve^  an  independent  sovereignty. 

Thii  atcounls  tor  the  numerous  reiiiaiiis  ofciistlf^  and  other  for> 

tresses,  in  iuMiMoii  to  the  vestiges  of  British,  Ro^nuii,  and  Sa\oD 

fortit3i  J  i'mus,  still  tntceabic  io  this  historic  county. 

These  laiida,  observe^   Kijderhie,  beiiinj  holdcD  per  harottiam^ 

with  ftilT  power  to  atl  mini  tier  justice  to  the  tenants,  were  itiveste^t 

with  divi o  privtl^j^ts,  fratichises,  and  immunities,  s*»  thai  ibe 

wnia  of  ordiiian  ju^ices  out  of  the  klng^s  courts  were  not  curruit 

amoii^  iheni.    But  in  case  of  strife  between  two  barons  marchers*. 

coiictniijig  their  territories  or  coniiries,  for  want  of  a  superior, 

they  li»4  recourse  to  the  kin^,  their  supreme  lord,  and  justice  was 

admiuycrcd  to  them  in  the  suj^erior  courts  of  the  reahii.     **  Such 

was  tbc  wretched  state  of  feudal  jurisprudence  in  Moumoulhabirc, 

as  well  as  iu  the  otiter  iTiarches  of  Wales,  (ill  Henry  the   Eighth 

ubolisbed  the  government  of  lords  marcliers,  divided  Wales  into 

iwetve  shires^  aud  inrtuded  Moiiuiouth^hire  among  the  counties  of 

Eugliind  f."    This  liappy  change,  however,  from  the  oppressions 

of  feudal  tyranny,  to  ihe  just  and  equal  ad juinbt ration  of  the 

English  laws,  does  not  appt^ar  to  have  taken  place  till  long  aAer- 

wards.     "  Monmouthshire  was  considered  as  a  Welbh  rounty  till 

the  ttiiie  of  Charles  the  Second,  when  it  began  to  be  reckoned 

in  England,  l^cause  the  judges  kept  the  a^siites  here  in  Ibe  Ox> 

ford  circuit!/'     Id   the  confusion  >thich  aro^e   from  the  mixed 

mode  of  admitii^tering  justice,  prior  and  subsequent  to  Ihe  incor* 

poration  of  Wules  wilb  Enghuid,  it  is  ditiicnlt  to  ascerttiin   the 

exact  period  when   Mouniouth  might  he   strictly  considered  an 

English  county.     Probably  not  till  the  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme 

court  of  lords  marches,  usunlly  held  at  Ludlow,  in  Shropj^hire, 

was  Haally  abolished,  in  the  first  year  of  William  and  Mary,  by 

act  of  parliament,  at  the  humble  suit  of  uU  the  gentlemen  and  iti- 

habitants  within  the  principality  of  Wales. 

Encampments 

*  See  a  satisfactory  aecomit  nf  the  origin,  jumdiction,  iuid  ^.u^iprei^sioD 
of  thet<c  local  tyrants,  in  Evam'i  **  Letters,  written  during  a  tour  tliroiigb 
North  Wftle*,-  p.  332,  &c. 

t  Coxe'a  Historical  Tour  in  Monmoutbshire,  InU-od.  p.  10. 
^  GcMigh's  Cisiden,  Vol.  IL  p.  4Sf, 
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EXCAHPICENTS  AKD  FORTIFICATIONS.— Rcinains  of  nu- 
■n«roiu  enctimpmmis  are  still  visible  in  various  parts  of  Man> 
mouthshtre,  atid,  accordiug  to  tli«  portioti  of  iufurniation«  or  (mr* 
ticuUr  bias  «f  different  writers,  these  have  been  described  hs  of 
Britisli,  Romao,  Saxon,  Danrsb^  or  Norniati  origin.  The  indefati- 
f^tde  Hurris,  who  Imd  tiie merit  of<iiscovLiing  and  describing  iiujuy 
of  Ittese  remains,  bits»  without  the  smuttest  hesitation,  because  si 
few  Rocuao  coint  and  ottier  antiquities  have  been  found  in  or  near 
tbem,  a&Mgned  the  whole  to  the  Romans.  But  it  ban  lepealedlj^ 
been  observed  i»  Ibis  worii,  that  such  discoveries  aftorfl  no  deci- 
site  proof  of  altributing  iheir  fonnatiyn  to  any  psiriicular  |ieopte* 
Loag  iubseqoeut  to  the  departure  of  the  RomanH  frdin  this  ii>L: nd, 
their  money  was  current  among  tlic  Brilotis,  and  during  tbe  trou- 
bles whicii  ensued,  much  was  secretedj  lest  it  should  fatl  into  the 
haoc&sof  the  enemy;  and  the  Saxons  would  naturally  carry  off*, 
to  distaut  places,  whatever  spoils  and  plunder  they  niigbl  liud,  to 
Iheir  own  tomis  and  camp. 

It  bas  been  stated  by  some  antiquaries,  tliat  a  square,  or  paral- 
leiograin,  was  the  usual  form  of  a  Roman  canip ;  and  Mr.  Coxe 
says,  that,  **  Perhaps  a  square  or  paraliclograuitcal  form,  iride* 
pendent  of  Roman  roads  and  antfquilies,  ii  the  only  indulfUabfe 
muk  of  Roman  ori^'iu/'  Vegelius*  obs^erves,  in  liis  admirable 
tfcatbe  on  mditary  tactics  amon^  the  Huruans,  that  a  camp  wa» 
moil  complete,  when  the  breadth  was  U\o  thirds  of  its  length  : 
yet  Ibis  kao  ab&tract  view ;  and  (he  rule  must  submit  to  circum* 
ataoces  for  modilication,  becau^  the  form  alotic  could  not  con- 
ftitate  its  excellence  ;  for  it  miglit  incidrntally  be  square,  triangu* 
Jar,  or  wmicircular,  according  to  the  itature  of  the  ground*  Were 
a  reclangubr  form  to  be  adopted  as  the  criterion  of  Roman  camps, 
not  more  titan  /our,  among  the  muHipiicitv  remaining  in  Mon- 
Boothshire,  could  be  astigoablc  to  that  people.  It  does  nol,  huu- 
Cfftl^  appear,  that  the  Rom*uis  at  ait  timt's,  and  in  all  countries, 
ftffttfed  their  encampments  iuvatiably  upon  the  i^mc  plan :  lor 

there 

*  Pc  rr  mlltUre,  Lib.  I.  csp.  2a. 
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ivrd  at  GKrteen :  mmd  Dnbnckis^  tlie  crkbmed  simI  Mictes&fuJ 
opp«-nmt  of  die  Vehpim  Iveresip.  wis  llic  fint  archbbbop.  His 
•ucceifror  was  Si.  IKvkl,  calM  bv  Godwin  the  uocle  of  King 
Ailbur,  tnd  son  of  Zamctus  a  prince  of  Wales  %ibo  reoKived 
llie  ace  from  Caerleon  to  MeoeTny  which  afterwards  took  the 
name  of  St.  I>iividV  The  reasons  for  this  renioiitl,  and  an  ac- 
cotiot  of  IJk?  prehile's  wmclrty  of  life  aod  eiiraorditiari  actions, 
are  detailed  in  Bishof)  GodwiD*s  **  De  Prae$alibas  Aoglir,**  or 
History  of  Erftislj  Prelacy. 

After  the  Sasons  had  been  converted  !o  ChriiliaDity  by  ^U 
Amiin,  iu  the  papal  rei^n  of  Gregory,  and  liad,  with  the  Chris- 
liaii  institufes,  imbibed  ihe  errors  of  the  Romish  churcb»  a  couti- 
nrinl  polemical  couteM  subsisled  between  the  British  and  Sa\oQ 
cbtircbi?,  re5p*'riii)e  «rliclr»  of  fjiitb  and  modes  of  worship:  the 
former  a  lon^  time  resbted  the  in  no  Italians  adopted  by  the  latter. 
But  so  incorpo rated  were  the  Norman-i,  who  by  suhllely  and  force 
obtainetl  possession  of  ibis  part  of  llie  cotinlry,  with  the  general 
mass  of  the  impublion^  llial  the  Briti^^h  church  soon  became  cor- 
rnpled  tvilh  the  leaven  of  the  Roman  scliools.  And  what  isiiiva- 
riub(y  tlic  case  in  every  depart u re  from  ratioiiii}  principles,  t[tat 
more  Hpf»ar cut  zeal  is  evinced  in  the  profession  of  error^  tlian  was 
previously  jibcwn  in  the  defence  of  truth ;  and  tenacity  Iran&funns 
il&f  If  into  iusnrmouiitable  inveteracy.  This  accounts  for  the  pre^ 
"Widciicy  of  llomiiti  doctrines  still  manifested  iu  Monmouthshire*, 
mid  the  eom^wtratively  large  proportion  of  Koamn  Catholics 
timonjf  thr  inhabitants. 

'ilir  VfiHiTfirs  oi  this  county,  from* their  ntuation^  form,  and 
appciinmcr,  are  singularly  picturesque  objects*  Tliey  generally 
itmid  iNolutcd   in  the  tind&l  of  liclds,  on  the  banks  of  rivers  or 

Alreams, 


*  fttiuiy  vcitiges  df  Romish  superstition  sue  i>  L^ible  amonf  tlie  lowet 
^•fse!«  flf  prople;  tint  not»e  more  cgnspicnuusly  al>sitrd,  tliMi  the  custom 
wy^U  prrvaib  Among  tbe  Uuligcot  inlmbitanls,  botli  CalLolic  and  Proles' 
tMit,  of  bfff^  htf^djmt  iki  Miilj  ^^  Iht  dtpurtett,  oil  tlie  1st  of  Novemt>eF, 
SoiiJt  Di^.    The  bread  to  {tvco  b  temfvd  bura  ran,  u  e.  dole-bread. 


atreamt,  and  are  often  embosoined  in  trees.  These  exbtbit  very 
different  styles  of  architecture.  Many  of  them,  particilarly  in  the 
moontainoos  parts*  art  veiy  ancient.  A  few  may  be  referred 
to  the  British  and  Saion  periods,  and  several  to  the  early 
Norman  era,  which  is  evident  from  the  circular  arch,  and  the 
crenellated,  billeted,  and  other  mouldings,  characteristic  of 
those  styles  of  building:  but  the  larger  portion  are  sub- 
sequcul  to  the  introduction  of  the  pointed  arcli.  Those 
ass^oable  to  the  earliest  period  appear  like  l>ams,  are  of 
snudt  dimensions,  without  coOateral  ailes^  or  any  distinction 
of  height  or  breadth  between  the  nave  and  chancel,  and  are 
deOimte  of  a  steeple.  Those  of  the  second  epoch  have  the  chan- 
cel narrower  and  less  lofty  than  the  navc»  and  a  small  belfry,  coa- 
sistiog  ^  two  arches,  for  hanging  bells,  is  fixed  over  tlie  roof  at 
the  western  end  of  the  church.  The  thu'd  class  consists  of  a 
aave»  chancel,  and  tower,  which  in  some  instances  is  placed  in 
the  centre,  in  some  at  the  side,  and  in  others  at  tlie  western 
eilremity.  A  few  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  have  spires, 
and  do  not  appear  of  eariier  date  than  the  thirteenth  centnry. 
Few  of  the  churches  in  this  county  have  undergone  macli  alteni- 
tioa  since  the  refonnation,  still  exhibiting  vestiges  of  tlie  Catholic 
worship,  such  as  rood-lofts»  niches  for  saints,  auricular  recesses, 
and  confessional  chairs. 

A  whimsical  custom  prevails*  of  whitewashing  the  churches  in 
this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  though  in  some  cases  it  has  not  an 
nnpleasing  effect,  yet  in  others  it  takes  off  from  that  venerable 
aspect  so  impressively  assumed  by  weatlier-beateu  stone.  Usually 
tlie  body  of  the  church  b  whitened,  and  occasionally  the  tower 
also.  In  some  mstances  the  latter  only  is  subjected  to  the  brush, 
and  in  others  the  Irattlements  and  parrapet  are  whitewashed.  At 
first  siglit  the  traveller  b  induced  to  condemn  a  practice  which  he 
supposes  to  originate  only  in  caprict*,  without  considering  that 
what  appears  superfluous  b  often  necessary ;  and  what  at  first 
may  be  deemed  whimsical,  on  reflection  will  appear  strictly 
proper.    Thb  custom  is  ingeniously  accounted  for  by  Mr.  Essex, 
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ic^  hi)  Remarks  on  Ancient  Brick  and  Slaue  Biiilclingi  lu  Cn;r. 
land.  The  Normans,  he  observes,  frec|ueiit[y  raised  large 
UuilditiL^s,  willi  pebbles  oitt}\  or  witb  |>ebbles  and  rag-slones  in* 
temiixed.  As  these  materiab  mafic  a  very  rough  surface,  the 
tvhole  Has  j^enerally  covered,  both  iiiterjmlly  and  exteruulJy,  with 
piaster  and  wluleuasb*. 


A  Uxt  of  (he  Monastic  Foundations  in  Monmouthshire. 
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Geographical  Description,  Divisions,  &c, — ^Tlie 
county  of  Monmoiilh  is  situated  belweenllie  51st  and  5C!d  degrees 
of  north  latitude,  and  the  2d  and  4tli  dt-grees  of  west  lougjitude ; 
is  one  of  tlie  frontier  counties  formerly  com prel] ended    in   the 

marches 


•  Archacolopt,  VoL  IV.  p.  101, 
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mrches,  and  may  justly  be  considered  tbe  connecting  link  be- 
tween Ehjcland  and  Wales,  as  it  nnites  the  scenery,  the  language^ 
md  tbe  manners  of  both.  It  is  bounded  to  the  south-east  by  the 
SeTem  Sea,  or  Bristol  Channel ;  on  the  west  by  Glamorganshire! 
and  part  of  Brecknockshire ;  on  tlie  north  by  part  of  Brecknock 
and  Herefordshire;  and  on  the  east  by  Glocestershire,  from 
whidi  it  is  separated  by  the  river  Wye.  The  extent,  according  to 
tbe  latest  surveys,  b  thirty-three  miles  in  length,  twenty-six  in 
breadth^  and  about  one  hundred  and  ten  in  circumference  ;  and 
comprises  an  area  of  550  square  miles,  or  352,000  acres  ^  The 
county  b  divided4Cto  six  hundreds :  Scenfreth,  Abergavenny,  Went- 
loof,  Caldecot,  Usk,  and  Raglan.  These  comprehend  seven 
towns,  viz.  Monmouth,  Caerleon,  Chepstow,  Usk,  Abergavenny, 
Newport,  and  Pontypool ;  including  127  parishes.  "  The  number 
of  houses  b  about  6,500,  and  inhabitants  39,000  f.*  Mr.  Coxe^ 
however,  considers  the  population  higher  than  thb  rate :  *'  It  may 
be  conjectured,  from  the  numlier  of  men  between  fifteen  and 
sixty,  returned  in  1798,  in  the  several  hundreds,  as  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  which  amounted  to  11,835.  If  the  proportion  of 
tbe  nlales  between  fifteen  and  sixty  may  be  estimated  at  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  population,  including  both  sexes,  the  number  of 
souls  in  the  county  of  Monmouth  will  be  47)340,  or  in  round 
number  48,000  J." 

Monmouthshire  originally  sent  S4  men  to  the  national  militia, 
afterwards  240,  but  that  number  has  lately  been  considerably 
augmented.  It  is  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and,  except  six 
parishes,  in  the  diocese  of  LandafT;  Welsh  Bicknor,  Dixon,  and 

Vol.  XI.— July,  I8O9.  B  St. 

*  Oeneral  View  of  the  Agriculture  of  the  County  of  Monmouth,  by  Mr. 
Jehu  Fox.  '*  Monmouthshire  is  about  twenty>ntne  miles  Ion;;,  by  twenty 
broad,  and  eighty  in  circumference." — Gough's  Camden,  Vol.  II.  p.  482. 

t  By  the  returns  made  to  parliament  under  the  Population  Act,  in  1 801,  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  is  8,948,  uninhabited  417;  iuliabitauts  45,j&?. 

.    i  Coxe's  Historical  Tour  in  Monmouthshire;  Introduction,  p.  S. 
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StMnry'siii  Mnnmnulh,  being  in  tlic  diocese  of  Hereford  ;  mtl 
Oldcaslle,  LlaiUlionY.  and  Cwmyoy,  belong  to  St,  David's. 

The  county  sends  three  tneinbers  to  the  Brilisli  senate,  two 
kniglits  flf  the  shire,  and  one  burgesa  for  I  lie  borough  of  Mon- 
mouth*. Mournoulh  gives  Ihe  litte  of  Earl  to  the  MordauiU  fa- 
mily: AbcTf^avenuy  llie  same  to  that  of  Nevilh*;  Caerdiff  that  f>f 
Baron  to  tlie  Stewart  family  ;  and  the  village  of  Raglan  the  same 
honour  to  the  nobtf  house  of  Somerset. 

The  |)riucipul  Rivers  are  the  Severn,  Wye,  UsU,  Ruintiey, 
Mounow,  or  Mynvvy,  and  Ebwy ;  besides  wlikh  nunierout  other 
smaller  rivulets  and  streams  flow  Ihruugti  diiff  rent  parts  of  the 
county.  The  course  of  the  Severn,  which  washes  with  its 
Kstuary  ll»e  south  eastern  side  of  Ihe  county,  has  already  l>ecnde- 
scritiod  in  this  work  f.  The  Wye,  so  celebrated  for  its  pictu- 
resque import aure,  has  its  list  on  the  soulhtTU  sitte  of  Plinlini- 
inon,  a  lofty  mountain  in  Montgomeryshire,  North  Wales,  and 
lifter  liaving  formed  the  discrinnnaliiig  boundary  between  the 
counties  of  Radnor  and  Brecknock^  it  passe*  through  Hereford- 
shire, and  entering  tliis  county  at  Dixon,  forms  a  line  of  dciuar- 
cation  between  Monmoutlishire  and  Gloccstershire,  falling  inlo 
Ihc  Severn  below  Clicpslow,  The  peculiar  characteristics  of  tin's 
beaultful  river  are  its  sinuous  course,  the  uniformity  of  its  breadth, 
and  the  variegated  scenery  of  its  banks.  So  considerable  is  its 
serpentine  course,  thul  the  distance  from  R(?ss  lo  Chepstow, 
which  is  not  seventeen  mites  in  a  direct  line,  is  by  water  tliirty- 
eight.  Theetrecls  of  thissinuosity  are  nnnierou'^,  diversified,  and 
striking ;  aud  they  principally  arise  from  two  circumstances,  ihe 

mazy 


•  By  the  taqnisit ion  made  at  tlir  Revolution,  in  the  ycarteSO^  it  appears 
llie  riRht  of  election  doi's  iml  t>clc>ni^  lo  tlie  biiree^es  of  Monmoullj  aloni', 
but  tlut  tlic  btirgrg^cK,  iuliAliitantjt  uf  tlic  l)oioii^li«  of  Newport  and  T^k, 
have  an  cquat  right  lo  vote  in  tliR  election  nf  a  iHirjtiess  to  scnc  in  pturtiu- 
■leiiU — Olijtiftld's  Hb<tor\  of  ttie  Oi  t&nnall  CoUHtituiiou  of  Parliaimcnts^p.  SiH* 


f  Beautie*,  Vul.  Y,  p.  509, 
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mtzy  course  of  the  tiver,  and  the  loftiness  of  its  banks^  both 
which  are  beautifully  touched  by  the  poet — 

*'  Pleas'd  V'aga  fechoes  fhrough  its  vHnding  boondi , 
And  rapid  Serern  hoarse  appfamse  resounds.'* 

POPB* 

From  these  two  circumstances  the  views  it  exhibits  are  of  the 
most  beautiful  kind  of  perspective,  because  destitute  of  linear 
formality*.  From  the  shifting  of  the  fore  ground  and. side 
screens,  the  same  objects  present  themselves,  suddenly  disappear, 
are  lost  and  recovered  with  new  accompaniments  in  difTerent 
points  of  view :  thus  the  ruins  of  a  castle,  the  spire  of  a  church, 
starting  into  view  from  some  distant  wood,  hamlets  embosomed 
with  trees,  aspiring  rocks,  or  impending  masses  of  rock  fringed 
with  herbage,  are  seen  sometimes  on  one  side,  and  sometimes  on 
the  other ;  and  thus  alternately  form  the  fore  or  back  ground  of 
the  picture.  The  river  at  one  time  stretches  for  a  considerable 
reach  in  a  continuous  line,  between  overhanging  rocks,  then 
waves  in  a  curvilinear  direction  between  gentle  slopes  and  fertile 
meads,  and  suddenly  again  becomes  concealed  in  deep  abysses 
beneath  the  covert  shade  of  dense  umbrageous  woods.  The 
Wye  is  navigable  for  large  vessels  only  to  Chepstow  bridge,  but 
for  barges  as  far  as  Hereford. 

The  Usk  has  its  source  in  the  black  mountains  of  Breck- 
nockshire, and  entering  this  county  at  Llangrunny,  passes  in  a 
southerly  direction  between  lofty  hills,  including  a  most  deli- 
cious valley,  unrivalled  perhaps  in  beauty  by  any  of  the  most  ce- 
lebrated spots  in  Swiss  or  Italian  scenery.  The  stream  some- 
times ripples  over  a  pebbly  bed,  at  others  rushes  over  immense 
ledges  of  rock,  which  form  fine  salmon  leaps ;  and  when  swelled 
by  mountain  torrents,  after  rains,  breaks  out  into  expansive  lakes, 

B  2  inundating 

*  Sec  this  subject  fully  investigated,  in  Gilpin's  "  Observations  on  tba 
RiTtr  Wye." 
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i D nodi] til  1^  tlic  adjacent  couutry.  Tiib  river  U  navigable  for 
barges  n\y  to  Trcdonnoc  bridge  *. 

The  Rumnf.y  rises  in  the  lower  part  of  Brccknock&bir€j  and 
flowing  through  Dufiriu  Riimney  divides  thb  county  from  that  of 
Glamorgan,  and  falls  into  the  Bri!»tol  Cbannel  below  the  village 
of  RiKiuiuy. 

Th¥  Mo n now,  rising  in  the  black  mountains  of  Brecknockshir?, 
runs  in  a  southerly  direction,  and  after  funning  the  uorth-eastem 
boniidaryof  the  roiaity^fallsinti^lhe  Wye  al  the  to^n  of  Monmouth. 

The  Euwy  also  rises  in  Brecknockshire,  and  passing  under  the 
Beacon  mountain,  Bows  throngli  the  wild  valley  of  Ebwy ;  and 
joined  by  a  similar  stream  from  the  Sorwy  valley,  falls  into  Ihc 
aeslutiry  of  the  Uik  below  New|>orl. 

The  general  aspect  of  this  county  is  inviting,  both  from  its 
diversity  and  fcrliltty.  A  continual  recurrence  of  bill  and  dale, 
wood  anil  water*  corn  fields  and  meadows ;  the  sublime  of  wildly 
magnificent,  and  itie  beauty  of  mikl  and  cultivated  scenery,  com* 
biJie  to  delight  the  eye  of  the  beholder  at  every  turn  be  makes  in 
this  uncommonly  diversified  district.  Nor  is  the  air  less  conge- 
nial to  health  than  the  face  of  the  countr}'  is  interesting  to  view. 
It  b  reinarkably  mild  and  temperate,  except  upon  the  mountain- 
ous ridgen,  where  It  is  of  course  cold  and  bleak,  and  in  the  hilly 
districts  the  air  is  damper  than  in  the  vales,  or  more  k\  el  parts  of 
the  county.  It  is  observable,  that  during  the  winter  season  the 
fogs  shift  periodically ;  so  that  it  is  no  uncommon  tiling  to  see 
the  mountain  envehij*cd  with  a  thick  fog  during  a  certain  number 
of  days,  while  the  valley  enjoys  the  splendour  of  a  genial  snn, 
and  on  a  sudden  the  circumstances  of  butb  situations  will  be 

reversed. 


•  An  inscription  igatn<t  the  wall  of  a  for£;f  «n  U&  banks,  at  TroPtrey,will 
afford  Eomc  bidicution  ufib  mandating  lurlxik'uto  :— 
■  Flood,  February  I6tli,i795." 
Tliis  infcripiitm,  piaced  at  the  het^lit  the  water  then  rose,  i«i  fourteen  feet 
perpi-ndicultr  al>ove  the  grouod,  and  t\^ent>-two  above  the  ordinary  level 
uf  th«  river* 
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rCf^rsed,  tnd  continue  »o  for  nearly  llie  same  space  of  lime  ** 
Of  ll>e  salubrity  of  Uiis  county,  tlie  lotij^evily  aniotii;  its  inhubit- 
9in(5  affor<ls  a  conviucing  proof,  •*  I  have  frequeatty  had  ocrastou 
to  observe  iu  Monniouthsliire  mmium^ntal  iuscnplions  of  per- 
■om  who  lived  tq  a  very  advanted  agcf/'  One  I'o  Penboiv  cliurcit 
records  a  person  who  lived  to  llic  protracted  age  of  one  knndrrd 
mid  rlrren  J/tars, 

Tlie  natural  and  arlijicxttl  productionn  of  this  county  «rc  mul- 
tiiknuus  and  abundant.  The  woods  uud  coppices  ure  numerous, 
and  conlaia  great  «]uaulilies  of  various  kiivJs  of  limUer,  particu- 
larly beech  and  oak,  Cuals  are  dui;  in  tnmiy  places,  and  fur- 
obli  suificient  fuel  not  only  for  home  consuniplion,  but  a  surplus 
fnr  llie  E^igli^h  market.  Lead  and  iron  ores  are  foutul,  and  the 
Jaltcr  in  such  profusion,  as  to  form  one  priii  :ipal  bmnch  of  ma- 
lufactuie,  which  employs  a  number  of  the  ]ulial>itant»«  Lime- 
stone of  the  fbiest  sort  is  discoverable  In  almost  every  part  of  the 
county ;  and  quarries  of  brescia,  for  mill-stones,  and  of  other  va- 
luable fitoocs  for  the  purposes  of  building,  and  almost  every 
neconry  article  of  life^  may  be  had  in  lliis  prolific  county.  The 
nridgp  of  tJie  surface  in  Moumontlisliire,  its  multiplicity  of  soils, 
inters  and  states  of  atmosphere,  render  it  |>roduclive  of  a  vast 
diversity  of  vegetables,  and  its  woods  furniih  an  ample  rteld  for  bo- 
tuoacal  investigations;  limited,  hov\ever,  by  the  copiousness  of 
the  subjects  embraced  iu  the  plan  of  this  wuik,  lhuu;4li  with 
reluctance,  this  topic  nmsl  be  left  to  those  )>erson3  who  are  nmre 
particubirly  engaged  in  pliytologinil  pursuits.  It  is  still  proper  to 
remafk,  that  most  of  tlie  hawthorn  growing  in  lliii  county  is  the 
fnantm  blossomed  variety. 

Id  an  agricultural  point  of  view,  MonnionthsUirc  may  be  di- 
tided  into  three  di>>trt€tfi.    Tlic  lirst,  which  comprises  the  southern 
of  the  county,  "  partly  conaista  of  large  tracks  of  moor  or 
B  3  marbl)laod$, 

•  Foic^ti  Of  nermt  View  of  ihc  Agric,  p,  10. 
t  Coxc*»JJUstoi;ciU  Toot,  Arc,  p.  3?» 
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rnarsblaiids,  coulainiug  in  some  parts  of  it  a  gresil  depth  of  rich 
unituoiis  loamy  soil,  and  in  others  a  ^^a^t  body  <^(  black  pealj 
earth.  Others  aguiu  wc  fiud  partly  o(fi  light  hmmy  soil,  whereoji 
trees  of  difTerenl  kinds  grow  aud  thrive  ver^  fast*  Another  pari 
is  a  mixture  of  clay  and  loam,  forming  fertile  meadows,  and 
ahove  lliem  an  rxcellcnt  reddish  soil,  kindly  for  corn,  turnips,  und 
potatoes.  Tiie  second  division  takes  in  the  eastern  line  of  the  conn- 
ly,  and  extends  in  de|)th  a  good  way  on  each  side  of  the  river  U&k, 
and  affords  a  treasure  to  the  hu§biitidnian  and  grazier  that  almost 
spontaneously  supplies  the  various  comforts  of  life."  The  soil  is  of  a 
ftiint  red  colour,  and  such  are  its  natural  advantages,  and  such  its 
fecundity,  as  to  give  the  whole  of  this  district  the  appearance  of  4 
garden.  "  The  third  division  conipiiavs  the  weitern  and  most 
hilly  part  of  the  county*  The  soil  upon  the  hilts  is  in  general  of 
a  thin  pealy  nature,  covering  strata  of  stone,  that  lie  over  mines 
of  coal  Mid  iron  ore  *."  The  low  or  marshy  lands  are  principally 
Id  a  slate  of  meadow  and  pasture.  The  upland  part  experiences 
a  mixed  kind  of  husbandry,  between  paslure  and  arable. 

The  kinclsof  corn  are  wheat,  barley,  and  oats;  of  pulse  a  few 
peas  and  beans  arc  sown ;  and  the  usual  arliticial  grasses,  as 
clover,  rye-grass,  and  trefoil,  are  cullivuted.  Although  much  of 
this  county  is  monulainous,  conse(|ULntIy  rocky,  and  numerous 
wastes  and  commons  remain  in  a  coniparalively  unprodutti\'c 
stale,  yet  it  raises  a  considerable  supply  of  all  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  much  of  the  surplus  of  its  various  commodities  tend  to 
answer  the  demands  of  Bristol  and  other  niarkels*  Lime  forms 
the  principal  mauure,  and  the  system  of  summer  fallowing  ts  yet 
too  prevalent  throughout  the  arable  districts.  The  land  in  the 
vallevs  and  slopes  of  iLe  hills  is  finely  chequered  with  woods  and 
pastures,  jHterniingled  with  cidlivaleil  spuls,  Thoj*c  parts  abut- 
ting upon  the  ridges  of  tlie  mountains  arc  sterile,  alTording  a 
scanty  snhsiileure  for  the  vagrant  flocks. 

The  Cattle  of  a  country  merit  the  notice  of  every  stali  lical 
f^riter,  because  they  form  a  prominent  feature  in  the  productive 

usefulness 
♦  F«i'f  General  View,  &c. 


^ 


IDONMOUTHSHIRE.  23 

o$efuliies9  of  a  district ;  aiid  a,  knowkitge  uf  lljvir  cainparative 
nieriU  tends  to  the  most  valtubte  af  ail  improveinenb ;  lliut  which 
increases  the  portion  of  tmniMn  siibswtenre,  or  augments  the 
fiawer  for  performing  the  labours  of  husbmidry,  b^  means  of 
which  that  5Yibsi»teii€e  is  produced. 

The  Oxtn  o(  Monnumlhshire  are  principuily  bred  in  Ihc  north- 
ern f^^arts  of  tile  cuuiitv,  and  fed  in  the  southern.  The^  chiefly 
consist  of  a  liirge  useful  kind,  of  a  deep  red  and  br'mUed  colour^ 
moderately  sJiort  in  the  leg,  ^nd  conjpael  in  tlie  carcaM,  evi- 
rfenlly  a  cross  between  the  breeds  of  the  two  adJHreiU  districts  to 
die  uorlh-cast  and  south-west,  the  t^Iereford  and  Gliuimrgan,  and 
some  are  the  pure  breed  of  each.  They  geiieruily  grow  Id  a 
brgc  size,  arc  docile,  very  useful  for  ajjriculhiral  |>urposes,  and 
vbea  fatted  weigh  from  ^even  ta  nine  htindred  weight,  and  sell 
from  fifty  lo  sijily  pounds  a  jiair.  When  ^oung  they  are  in  great 
4tmand  by  the  Engh^h  gra/ier^,  who  purcliase  tbeni  ut  the  great 
nltla  fiiirs,  about  three  years  old,  and  laeU  tbem  for  the  labours 
of  the  tield  ;  or  a^ler  they  have  worked  for  a  certain  period,  are 
bought  in  a  store  ^tate,  and  ttieu  fed  for  the  market. 

The  Skrrp  of  this  county  are  particularly  «tniiU  in  general, 
and  partake  «>f  the  properlies  so  ctmsptcuous  hi  the  mountainous 
Iweed  of  South  Wales,  They  are  slender  in  the  hone,  long  iu 
the  leg,  light  iu  the  carcass,  the  wool  of  a  coarse  and  ratlier 
ihorl  staple*  the  fle^h  fine  in  the  grain,  and  of  delicate  Havour. 
Many  of  these  chardcteristic  qualities  are  owing  lo  their  raigra- 
toiy  BKideaf  feeding,  tind  enniiuiml  t^tposure  to  the  vicissitudes 
i»f  Keatber.  This  breed  is,  however,  now  pnricipaily  prevalent  iu 
tke  niouDtainous  patta  of  ti>e  county :  in  the  iniildle  and  lower 
di»lncls  are  found  sonieof  itie  trueltye-land  breed,  and  nuuierous 
croiseshave  recently  been  tried  with  tlie  Col-swoUii,  S(»ulh-down,aiid 
DurftL  Tlie  spirit  of  improvenicnl  in  this  respeet  has  been  eu- 
klodlc<l»  and  llie  experiments  made  under  the  din-clion  and  sup- 
pott  of  the  provincial  agriciiilural  society  are  highly  laudable; 
aud  litye  will  fioon  eviuce,  in   opposilioii  to  prejudice  or  fashion, 

B  4  which 
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wbicli  kind  of  &he«p  are  l>esl  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  tliig 
counlry- 

IMoninoutbshire  1ms  little  to  boast  respectiog  its  Horses.  Ttiey 
consist  of  a  meagre,  light,  uncompact  breed,  not  well  adapted 
for  the  business  of  the  road,  or  the  labours  of  the  field.  A  few 
u&eful  cart  horses  are  obtained  from  Herefordshire,  jjood  road- 
sters are  purchased  from  Eiiglaud,  aiid  a  smalt  number  of  the  laltcr 
are  bred  in  the  county. 

Muks,  though  the  pride  and  glory  of  Spain,  are  little  thau;»lit 
of  in  England ;  and  in  few  instances  have  they  been  tri^d  upon 
any  extensive  scale,  as  to  their  comparative  cheapui-as  and  utility. 
In  those  cases  ivhere  their  abilitip  Itas  been  pnt  to  the  test,  their 
inferiority  to  horses  has  been  decidedly  proved.  But  then  it 
should  be  recollected,  that  the  experiments  were  made,  as  to 
their  nscfutness,  not  in  carrying,  but  in  drawing  weights,  and  in 
cases,  and  under  ci re ume lances,  wJiere  no  fair  comparison  could 
possibly  be  made.  For  the  carriages  usually  constructed  upon 
the  erroneous  principle  of  lift  and  draughty  are  ill  suited  to  the 
shape,  muscular  power,  and  irritable  spirit  of  this  high-bred 
animal.  The  mute  is  mettlesome  in  hi^  habit,  rapid  h\  his  move- 
ment, and  patient  of  fatigue,  and  when  used  as  a  beast  oflmrthfu 
hb  Ittbours  become  highly  advantageous,  particularly  in  mountain- 
ous districts.  Numbers  of  mules,  und  those  the  liuest  in  the  king- 
dom, are  bred  and  worked  in  this  county  and  that  of  Brecknock. 
They  are  a  peculiarly  fine  race,  strong  in  the  bone,  and  ofexfjiii- 
fcite  symmetry,  running  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  hands  high, 
aud  are  so  valuable  as  to  sell  for  ihirty  aud  forty  pounds  each. 
The  breed  is  kept  up  to  its  pristine  standard  of  excellence  by  the 
importation  of  stallion  asses  from  Spain,  or  the  South  of  France. 
For  this  purpose  the  a*3  becomes  an  object  of  speculation,  aud 
obtaiifa  a  considerable  price.  Mules  are  principally  used  for 
carrjing  coals  into  the  mounlainoiis  districts,  heavy  articles  from 
jhe  navigable  rivers  and  canals,  iron  ore  from  the  mines,  and 
ynanuf;iclured  iron  to  the  respective  depots,  whence  it  1:1  sent  to 
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tbe  difff  reol  markets.     Many  are  ivorked  between  Brecknock  and 
Bbenavofi. 

Tbe  mode  of  agricultural  culUvallon  in  tl*is  county  is  in  gene* 
lal  respectable,  and,  circuuiilauce<i  coiisiiiered,  liigiil.Y  produc- 
tive, What  it  funu^Iies  towards  human  subsi:»teDce  evinces  llie 
cipabilit}/  of  the  district,  and  the  prevailing  spirit  of  the  inha* 
bil'dots  promises  speedy  amelioraliou.  Much  of  ihe  Jand  is  m 
fbeep  walk,  much  in  mines  and  qu»rries»  much  underwood  and 
coppice,  and  much  in  a  stale  ofwasle.  TJie  land  lying  in  commons 
is  very  considerable.  That  of  Greenmore  is  supposed  to  contain 
about  5000  acres,  Caldccot  about  8(1D,  besides  those  of  Devaudon^ 
Cbep:>tow,  and  various  others  of  smaller  extent.  The  dis}>osi« 
lion  for  improvement  prevails,  particularly  among  the  tenantry  of 
those  numerous  re!»pectab]e  proprietors,  whose  benevolent  charac* 
ler,  and  active  exertions,  equally  benefit  themselves  and  all  around 
tbem.  There  can  be  little  doubt  therefore,  that  better  breeds 
of  cattle  will  be  mlroduced,  aud  a  still  more  productive  course  of 
busbaiiflry  adopted,  sa  as  to  ad%'ance  this  at  present  proIi6c 
county  to  the  highest  pitch  of  capable  fertility.  Much  may  be 
ei|)eded  also  from  the  exertions  of  the  respectable  society  estab- 
Jtilird  for  the  pur|)Ose  of  directing  and  encouraging  the  efforts 
of  agriculturists,  and  furthering  the  interests  of  rural  economy. 
Whatever  tends  to  re^^ulate  tlie  application  of  knowledge  serves 
the  cause  of  scicuce,  as  order  in  socu^ty  is  conducive  to  its  hap- 
yioesi  and  security.  The  productive  slate  of  Monmouthshire 
wmes  in  some  measure  from  the  dblribulion  of  Idud^,  as  well 
S9  the  natural  fecundity  of  the  soil.  "  An  appeal  to  the  gene- 
ral cultivation  of  Ibis  county  seems  I  be  soundest  reasoning  in  6t> 
vour  of  small  farms.  They  promote  plenty,  population,  and 
industry,  and  prevent  monopoly,  by  constantly  supplying  the 
markets,  1  do  not  mean  by  this  approbation  of  small  farms  to 
withhold  pnii5e  from  some  larger  ones ;  they  are  equally  sei-^ice- 
»bk\  if  not  too  large  and  numerous,  in  every  couiHy.  Both  have 
Mieir  respective  uses,  if  kept  in  due  proportion*."    The  size  of 

farms 

*  Foi'a  Genera]  View  of  the  Agric.  p.  tX 
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farms  in  MonmouthiiEiire  is  in  general  small,  the  annual  rental 
of  few  exceeding  20QL  and  the  greater  part  doI  (jOL  per  annum, 
and  soni**  still  less- 

Tlie  division  of  property  is  not  upon  a  scale  so  favourable  to 
cuilivaliou,  as  ifie  dii^lribution  of  lands.  The  estales  are  in  gene- 
ral very  lar^'e,  und  consequently  Ihe  properly  in  few  liiinds.  The 
principal  land  pro[irietors  arc  the  Duke  of  Bciiuforl,  Sir  Charles 
Morgrtn,  Sir  Robert  Salbbury,  John  tJanbnry,  E^q;  John  Hanbury 

Williams,    E*«q; I^^^vis,    E^q;    John  Jones    E^q;     Hidiard 

Le^isy  Esq;  Messrs.  Fettiplare  ajid  Bjetvil.  The  evjtii  t^iuch  loo 
frequcully  arise  from  the  accumulation  of  landed  property  are  in 
a  great  degree  prevented  by  Ihe  cuslorn  of  graiiliii;:  leases  for  a 
long  term.  In  most  iustanees  Ihe  pioprielors  grant  [eases  for  ad> 
vanlageous  periods  to  old  or  deservuig  tenants.  Twenty-one 
years  is  the  most  usu^d  period.  Some  estates  are,  however,  let 
by  tenancy  at  will,  and  a  ijreat  many  lands  are  held  by  copy  of 
court  roll,  at  a  fine  certain,  and  which  therefore  does  not  opc- 
fttle,  as  in  the  case  of  uncerlaiii  and  arbitrary  fmes,  lo  tlie  de- 
Irimerkt  of  agriculture. 

Roads.  Before  tiie  formal  ion  of  roads  under  the  turnpike 
act,  those  of  Mumnuulhshire  were  proverbially  bad.  "  The 
gCFillemoii  of  tlic  county  opjtosing  the  turnpike  act,  Valentine 
Morris,  of  IVriC field,  who  was  a  strenuous  promoter  of  it,  was 
examined  at  Ihe  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons;  being  asked, 
*  What  roads  arc  there  in  Monmouthshire  T  be  replied  *  None/ 
■  How  then  t'o  you  travel!'  *  In  ditches*."*  Some  specimens 
still  remain  to  furnisli  the  traveller  with  an  idea  of  what  Iht-y  must 
have  formerly  been.  They  were  simply  hollows  formed  by  the 
action  of  wattr  between  the  bills,  with  large  banks  ami  lofiy 
hedges  thrown  up  on  each  side  to  pre\enl  trei^pass^  In  these 
alpine  gutlt  rs,  for  by  no  other  more  appropriate  term  can  they  be 
designated,  llie  cciiire  h  inxariably  the  lowest  part,  and  frequent 
transverse  chamjeU  run  across  lo  prevent  the  too  rapid  descent  of 

carriages, 

•  Coxc's  HiitoricalTour,  &c,  p.  14, 
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or  to  convey  the  water  to  soni€  adjacent  pontU,  8m€e 
tbccoastnictinn  of  turnpike  roads,  however,  considerable  arDeliora* 
tioo  bas  taken  (ildcc  hi  this  department:  and  except  what  defecti 
■rife  from  the  iiuhirul  iiiequahties  of  tlic  surface,  the  roads  from 
tbe  New- passage  to  New|M)rl,  from  Newport  to  Crtcrdifl;  from 
the  New^pascage  to  U^k,  aud  froiti  U^k  to  Aberg4ve»iiy,  arc  at 
good  ««  mm\  in  Englaud  ;  aod  the  ujethoil  adopted  for  marking 
liic  dUtsnces,  and  directing  the  traveller,  is  worthy  of  inutatioa 
in  every  part  of  the  kin<^doni.  The  inifes  are  jioiritcd  out  by 
lloo^^,  having  on  tlje  face  the  word  London,  above;  lyelow  the 
Mute  of  tlje  pari&lii  and  I  lie  distance  m  Arabic  nutneraU  placed 
Whr«efi ;  iJie  nght  and  left  corners  of  the  npper  part  of  tbe  atone 
lietiig  taken  oti,  form  two  other  faces ;  on  each  k  the  initial  of 
Uie  pkice  it  inclines  la,  and  tiie  dii^lance  in  iuindjer«.  Directing 
pcMds  are  also  set  np  iu  various  places,  which  are  the  more  necet* 
nnr,  fruni  the  sinyous  course  nianv  of  the  vicinul  roads  take,  espe« 
dally  aojotig  the  mountains.  Stilt,  however,  there  is  room  for 
fa  improvement,  both  in  the  public,  as  well  as  in  the  parochial 
Admirable  materials  are  in  ninst  pl;ices  abundant,  and  au 
ent  of  the  statnle  duty,  aided  by  the  turnpike  trusts^ 
woyld  be  fully  ade^Mate  to  supply  the  glaring  defects. 

Rail  Koad^.  A  kind  of  road,  the  creation  of  the  inventive 
and  manufacluring  spirit  of  the  present  age,  distlmguishes  many 
parts  of  this  county  ;  and  as  rail  roads  will  be  ncrasioually  refci- 
red  to  in  the  delineation  of  several  places,  it  will  Improper  to 
pve  a  brief  description  of  this  useful  improvement  for  the  con^ 
ffyince  of  ponderous  articles.  **  Tbis  road  h  so  railed,  becaii'^ 
it  is  formed  by  a  kind  of  frame  with  iron  rails,  or  bars,  laid 
leiigUiwaya^  aod  fastened  or  crarnj»ed  by  means  of  cro!*s  bars. 
TIbe  ground  Keing  etcavaied  about  ntx  feet  in  breaitth,and  ttvo  in 
ilq>tlt»  is  strewed  over  with  broken  pieces  of  stone,  and  the  frame 
hud  down;  it  h  composed  of  rails,  sleepers  or  cross  bars,  and 
^—  under  ftleepers.  Ti»e  rail  is  a  bar  of  cast  iron,  four  feel  in  lengthy 
^H  three  tnrlies  thick,  and  oue  and  a  half  broad ;  its  exlremtties 
^m  arc  retpcctively  concave  and  convex,  or  in  other  words  are  nior- 
H  ticcd 
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ticed  and  tenanted  iulo  encb  other,  and  fastened  at  the  ends  bj 

two  wooden  |>egs  \6  a  cross  bar,  called  Ihe  sleeper.     This  sleeper 
I  vas   orjginatl}'  of  iron,  but  e.xperieoce   huviitr;   found   that  iron 

was   liable  to  snap   or  bend,  it   is   now  nmde  of  wood,  whtcfa 
I  is  considerably  cheaper,    and  requires  less  repair.      Under  each 

J  €Xtreniil)?  of  the  sleeper  is  a  square  piece  of  wood,  called    the 

uoder-sleeper,  to  which  it  is  attached  by  a  pej.  The  frame 
being  thus  laid  down  and  filled  with  stones,  gravel,  and  earth, 
the  iron  rails  form  a  ridge  above  the  surface,  over  which  Ihe 
ivbeeld  of  the  cars  glide  by  means  of  iron  c^rooved  rims,  Ihreo 
inches  and  a  half  broad.  This  is  the  general  slritclure  of  the 
road,  when  carried  in  a  strait  line:  al  Ihe  junction  nf  two  roads, 
and  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  two  cars  in  opposite  directions* 
moveable  rails,  called  turn-rails,  arc  occasionally  u^^ed,  which  are 
fastened  with  screws,  instead  of  pegs,  aitd  may  be  pushed  stde> 
ways.  The  level  of  the  ground  is  lukeii  with  great  exactness, 
^)d  the  declivity  is  in  general  so  gentle  as  to  be  almost  imper- 
ceptible *.  The  road  sometimes  conveyed  iu  a  straight  line,  some- 
limes  winding  round  the  sides  of  precipices,  is  a  picturesque  ot>- 
ject,  and  the  cars  filled  witli  coals  or  iron,  and  gliding  along  oc- 
casionally without  horses,  impress  the  traveller,  who  is  unaccus- 
tomed to  such  spectacles,  with  pleasing  astonishment.  The  ex- 
pence  of  forming  these  roads  is  also  very  considerable,  varying 
according  to  Ibe  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  diBicnlty,  or  faci- 
lity of  procuring  proper  materials.  It  is  seldom  less  than  a  thou- 
sand pounds  i^CT  mile,  and  sometimes  exceeds  that  sum.  The 
cars,  from  the  solidity  of  their  structure,  and  the  quantity  of  iron 
used  in  the  axle-tree  and  wheels,  when  loaded,  weigh  not  less 
than  Ihree  tons  and  a  half  each  :  they  are  drawn  by  a  single  horse, 
and  the  driver  stands  on  a  kind  of  foot-board  behind,  and  can  in- 
stantly slop  the  cars  by  means  of  a  levtr  and  a  drop,  w  hich  falls 
between  the  wheels,  and  suspends  their  moliou.     In  places  where 

the 


•  The  perpendicular  fall  oftlic  sn'ount^i?*  roramonty  no  more  than  an  lack 
b  a  yard,  and  scare ily  evt-r  more  tlian  tlircc  in^^'hes. 
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the  dedivity  is  more  rapid  than  usuiil,  the  hone  b  taken  out,  and 
Iberar  tjupelled  forward  by  its  own  weight'.' 

Such  is  the  description  of  a  rail  road  in  the  vtdtiity  of  the  iron 
morks  at  Blaenavoii,  and  it  may  serve,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  deviating  circumstances,  for  all  the  rail  or  train  road$  iit 
the  kingdom.  This  road  commences  on  the  banks  of  the  canal» 
at  Pontnewyndd,  and  runs  along-side  the  river  Avon  to  Btaeu- 
tvon  works,  an  extent  of  live  and  a  quarter  miles,  having  a  rise 
Irom  the  canal  of  6 10  feet. 

CANikLs.  Improvement  of  internal  navigation,  by  means  of 
cuftls,  was  till  lately  entirely  neglected  in  this  county,  as  it  had 
been  in  every  part  of  Wales.  Long  had  the  valuable  mines  of 
lad,  copfier,  iron,  coals,  and  other  useful  minerals,  lain  en- 
tirety neglected,  for  want  of  that  spirit  of  trade,  and  encourage* 
meol  necessary  for  exploring,  and  usefully  applying  the  wealth 
cootaloed  in  the  entrails  of  this  niotmlaiuous  territory.  Though 
late,  the  mliabitants  have  at  last  seen  the  advantages  arii>iiig  from 
a  conveyance  by  nieau^  of  canal  navigation.  And  the  period  it 
at  length  arrived,  when  an  enterprising  spirit  has  carried  these 
artificial  rivers  among  the  mountains,  and  e?(traclt.'d  by  tht^lr  aid 
the  riches  which  long  lay  hid  beneath  the  surface,  and  brought 
to  a  ^-aluable  market  cjuantitics  of  fine  limber,  adapted  for  ship 
building,  nnd  other  useful  purposes,  which  in  many  places  had 
been  for  ages  decaying  for  want  of  a  proper  and  reasonable  coo- 
feyaoce.  The  gentlenten  of  this  and  the  adjacent  counties,  at  lnhi 
twakeued  to  a  sense  of  their  real  interest,  have  by  a  laudable 
ipiril  of  enterprize  followed  the  example  of  their  neighbours  on 
the  cast  of  the  Severn. 

The  M^nnwuthnhin:  Canal  began  in  llie  year  I7i>2,  and 
finbhed  in  1798,  consi^it^  of  two  branches,  which  unite  ul  Ala![)as. 
U  commences  on  the  west  side  of  the  town  of  Newport,  havhig  a 
btsio  connected  with  the  river  Usk ;  then,  passing  between  the 
town  and  the  river,  crosses  the  Chepstow  road,  w  hence  by  Mai- 
pat  it  punuei  its  route  parallel  to  the  river  Avon  by  PonlyjKJol  to 

Poutnewyudd, 

•  Coxc's  Historical  Tour^  p.  *30. 
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Ponlnewyndd,  an  extent  of  nearly  eleven  miles,  wilh  a  rise  of  12 
feet  in  tlie  first  mile,  and  in  llic  remaining  10  a  rise  of  433  feet*» 
Oppaaile  Miilpas  a  br»ncli  sirikea  oiT  ptirallcl  to  the  river  Ebwy» 
iti  a  direction  to  Crunitin  bridgt*,  forming  a  line  of  more  than 
eleven  miles,  from  the  jimclron,  with  a  rise  of  358  feet;  makiirg 
the  total  lej)*;lh  of  Ln^th  canals  t went) -two  miles,  two  chains.  This 
branch  is  furnishcti  with  Uiirly-two  locks,  and  such  is  the  inequa- 
lity of  their  distances,  that  iji  the  extent  of  one  mile  and  a  half* 
behveen  Sefn  and  the  point  of  junctioi],  there  are  no  less  tban 
twenty*  The  average  depth  of  water  is  about  three  and  a  half 
feet,  and  the  boats  navigating  it  carry  from  twenty-five  to  twenty- 
eight  tons,  none  of  less  burthen  than  twenty  being  alhjwrd  to  [>ass 
the  locks  f.  By  virtue  of  a  second  act,  obtjined  in  the  year 
1797 1  ll"?  proprietors  were  authorized  to  extend  the  line  to  the 
eastward  one  ruile  and  a  half.  And  by  a  third,  in  the  year  1S02» 
various  forllier  powers  were  obtained  foriuaking  collateral  train- 
roads,  and  raising  additional  suras  of  money.  Though  llie  inter- 
na! trade  and  landed  property  have  been  nnich  benefited  by  the 
execution  of  this  plan,  it  has  never  yet  proved  a  very  advanta- 
geous speculation  to  the  proprietors.  For  so  late  as  the  year 
1602,  they  had  only  divided  2l.  ISs.  Od,  per  cent,  nnd  at/prcsent 
shares  arc  below  par.  The  concern  will  be  much  benefited  by 
the  jiinclion  of  the  Brevknocksfiire  CfiJialj  when  it  is  completed. 
An  act  was  obtained  for  the  culling  this  canal  in  the  thirty-third 
year  of  the  present  reign  J.  It  is  intended  to  form  a  conitnunica- 
lion  between  Brecknock  and  Newport,  by  way  of  Abergavenny 
and  Pontypool ;  fiirming  a  junction  with  the  Monmouthshire 
Canal,  eight  and  a  half  miles  from  Newport,  and  one  mile  from 
Ponty|>i)ol  From  this  canal  it  proceeds  across  the  river  Avon, 
where,  by  a  tunnel  I '20  yards  long,  it  goes  under  the  hill,  and  paises 

Mamilad,  Llauover,  &c. 
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•  The  nnmher  of  locks  on  this  braoch  h  forty-twot 

t  Pliillipf's  General  History  of  Inland  Navigalton,  p.  575. 

t  Idem,  p.  491. 
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Tlie  prmcipal  comicodities  conveyed  by  the  Moiiraouthshir* 
Caoaly  of  which  the  Brecknock  may  be  consiilercd  a  branch,  ar« 
coalsy  timber,  pig,  and  different  sorts  of  manufactured  iron,  and 
▼arioas  shop  goods^  foruiture,  deals,  &c.  for  the  consumption 
and  use  of  the  interior.  The  nature,  exteut,  and  impor- 
tance of  the  business  transacted  by  means  of  this  canal 
may  be  estimated  by  the  statement  of  its  tonnage  for  one 
year,  commencing  September  c),  17S8.  Coals,  28,091  tonss 
pig  iron,  11,159  tons,  5cwt. ;  bar  iron,  3*2  tons,  10  cwt;  H« 
liloomt,  573  tons,  10  cwt.;  timber,  288  tons,  6  cwt. ;  lime,  15^ 
tans,  5  cwt.;  sundries,  1,748  tons;  ale  and  porter,  20  tons,  10 
cwt.;  stones,  12,353  tons,  5  cwt.;  castings,  136  tons;  bark,  6 1 
tons,  15  cwt. ;  iroo  ore,  1,955  tons,  l6  cwt. ;  slate,  31  tons,  10 
cwt. ;  manure,  225  tons,  10  cwt. 

Among  other  improvements  to  which  the  county  of  Monmouth 
is  indebted  to  the  ingenuity  and  persevering  industry  of  man,  the 
securing  the  two  great  levels  of  Caldecot  and  Wentloog,  by  meant 
of  DYKES  and  walls,  from  tiie  incursions  of  the  sea,  ought 
not  to  pass  unnoticed.  Sea  walls  have  been  erected  in  the  huo* 
dreds  of  Wentloog  and  Caldecot,  for  a  considerable  extent,  and 
at  a  vast  expence,  to  keep  off  the  sea  at  high  tides,  and  in 
itonny  weather,  particularly  during  the  prevalence  of  such  winds 
as  blow  from  the  south-west,  from  overflowing  the  spacious 
marshes  in  this  district,  which  otherwise  would  be  subject  to  con- 
tinual damage  by  frequent  inundations  *.  Some  of  these  walls 
are  built  to  the  height  of  twelve  or  fourteen  feet,  falling  back 
from  the  sea  by  a  gradual  slope,  each  row  of  the  stone-facing 
rediuing  by  a  set  off,  of  two  inches  in  every  fodi,  and  the  stone- 
work 

•  The  damas^e  done  by  tbe  great  flood,  in  the  year  160«,  was  immense. 
Its  dreadful  devastations  were  described  in  a  pamphlet  rutitled,  ^^  Lamen« 
table  News  fiom  MonmoHtbshire,  in  Wales.  Containing  the  wouderriiU 
and  most  fHarful  accidents  of  the  overflowing  of  tJic  waters  in  tlie  said 
countrye,  drowning  infinite  numbers  of  cattell  of  all  kinds,  a^  slieep,  oxen 
kine,  and  horse«,  witli  others,  together  with  tlie  losse  of  many  men,  w^ 
»en,  andchildraoy  and  subveriioD  of  xxvi  parishes,  in  January  last.**  1608, 
4to. 
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work  is  flanked  by  a  large  embankment  of  earth.  In  Some  otiicf 
|rarts  wbere  the}-  are  nol  required  to  be  so  lijgh,  nor  so  sUon^« 
Ibey  are  constructed  of  earth  only.  This  is  peculiarly  the  case  in 
the  level  of  Weiitloog,  Formerly  those  of  Caldecol  were  also  of 
earth,  but  being  subject  to  frer[uent  diliipidalioii^  and  conse- 
quently incurring  tlie  expence  of  continual  reparation,  they  have 
recently  been  constructed  of  stone.  These  walls  extend  from  the 
village  of  Caklecot,  almost  the  whole  way  to  Goldcliff,  and  those 
of  Wenlloog  run  4f)S(j  perclics,  or  poles.  These  expensive 
works  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  assessed  contributioDs  of  the 
•everal  proprietors,  according  to  the  value  of  Iheir  estates  in  the 
respective  levels.  The  land,  like  mar^diy  plains  uhich  have  been 
draiui'd,  is  cut  ujIo  parallel  ditches,  in  some  •£  which  the  water 
is  stagnant,  and  in  others  runs  in  perpetual  streams,  called  rfttens, 
which  fall  thrtnigb  flood-gates,  or  gouts,  into  the  sea  at  ebb-tides* 
The  proprietors  of  these  lands  are  subject  to  the  same  laws  as 
those  of  Romuey  marsh  in  Kent,  of  which  an  account  has  been 
already  given  in  this  work»  and  are  under  the  control  of  n 
court  of  sewers. 

Trade,  Manufactuees.  Commerce,  Customs,  ^c — 
Tttl  lately  Monmouthshire  was  not  ranked  among  the  manufactur* 
irig  counties,  and  that  it  is  so  at  present  has  arisen  fro\ii  the  rich 
mines  of  iron  and  coals  with  which  it  every  where  abaonds.  A 
flannel  manufactory  has  long  been  establi«ihed,  but  of  very  con- 
fined extent;  some  few  coarse  clolhs,  woollen  stockings,  and 
knit  caps,  are  made  by  the  iniiabitants  in  the  moui;tains,  and 
brought  to  Ihe  ^reat  fairs  for  sale.  The  latter  articles,  which 
are  nuich  in  demand  for  srofariog  men,  were  formerly  manu- 
factured in  nmch  larger  quantities  than  at  present;  but  this  trade 
has  long  been  removed  to  Bewdley,  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
where  numbers  of  caps  are  made,  and  still  sold  under  the  naaie 
of  Alonmouih  caps. 

A  manufactory  of  Japanned  goods,  celebrated  under  the  name 
of  Pcnti/pQol  ware,  so   called    from  the  town  where  it  was  in  A 
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iDfented,  m  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  is  still  cinied 
on  ftt  the  same  place,  and  also  in  the  town  of  Usk ;  but  has  moch 
dedmed  since  the  efforts  of  a  Baskerville  and  a  Ta^rlor*  of  Bir- 
nungbam,  have  nearly  monopolised  the  whole  of  this  fancy  trade. 
The  Jhns  Works  are  thte  -fooast,  and  certainly,  in  every  point 
of  TieWy  the  most  important  objdcts  of  trading  consideration  in 
Moomonthshire.    The  attention  of  the  county,  in  respect  to  tlie 
Bodein  history  of  tlie  arts,  was  first  e&cited  to  this   locrative 
branch  of  manufactiire  in  tlie  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  an  era 
BO  less  celebrated  for  its  political  economy,  than  its  military  and 
diplomatic  glory.     From  that  period,  considered  by  many  th« 
tnne  of  their  origin,  the  iron  business  of  this  diiktrict,and  in  the  ad- 
jacent one  of  Glamorganshire,  made  a  rapid  progress;  and  much 
snrpnse  has  been  expressed  why  they  should  have  been  so  long 
neglected.     This  surprise,  indeed,  may  almost  arise  into  wonder^ 
when  it  is  recollected,  that  iron  was  manufactured  iu  this  part  of 
the  island  at  an  epoch  beyond  the  reach  of  history.    Large  heaps 
of  dnders,  or  alag,  have  often  been  discovered,  evidently  the 
refuse  of  Roman  or  British  bloomeries,  the  process  in  which  was 
the  ancient  method  of  iiising  iron.    In  other  places  have  been 
traced  the  sites  of  forges  long  disused,  of  which  no  account  of 
their  foundation  can  t>e   collected,  but  from   tradition.     These 
dnders  and  furnaces  afforded  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  assump- 
tion, that  the  iron  mines  were  turned  to  good  account  at  an 
etrly  period;    but  the  fact  is  further   corroborated   by  nume- 
rous names,  allusive  to  woods  and  forests,  in  places  where  no 
tiefs  at  present  grow  ;  and  is  still  further  ascertained  by  the  dis- 
covery of  trunks  and  branches  of  large  trees,  with  their  leaves, 
embalmed  as  it  were,  under  the  boggy  soil  in  the  vicinity  of  Blae- 
DSTon. — ^The  iron  trade  again  declined,  after  its  revival  in  the 
time  of  Elizabeth,  from  a  variety  of  causes.    The  troubles  in 
tlie  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  and  the  changes  which  took  place 
b  point  of  property,  occasioned  an  alteration  in  the  genius  of 
tbe  people;  agriculture  was  more  attended  to,  the  lands  were 
deared,  the  forests  were  neglected,  and  the  numerous  herds  of 
Vol.  XI.^Aug.  1809.  C  goats 
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goatg  formerly  kept  iu  this  |^rl  of  ttie  country,  tended  to  destroy 
the  woods,  which  wnc  so  essential  to  suppK  the  necessary  fuel  for 
the  forger ;  so  tLat  for  a  coii^iilerable  |)eriorl  little  or  no  iron  wns 
wrought.  Ahout  forty  years  «po  u  sudden  renewal  of  the  works 
took  place,  occasioned  by  the  discover}',  that  pit-coal  would  form 
an  useful  sub&tiltitc  fur  charcoal  iu  the  mnking  of  pig-iron ;  and 
riis  utility  was  further  extended  to  the  manufacturing  of  bar-iron. 
[The  local  advaalagcs  of  this  county,  in  these  respects,  are  pecu« 
liarly  great ;  as  tlie  district  abouuda  iu  iron  ore,  coa1»  lime, 
numerous  streams  of  water,  and  every  requisite  proper  for  this 
branch  of  business.  These  have  been  powerfully  aided  by  the 
iiicchauicut  pov^ers,  the  use  of  the  sleant  engi  e,  the  hiiprove* 
ment  tn  hydraulic  machinery^  Hud  the  adaption  of  rollers,  in* 
stead  of  forge-liammers,  called  llie  puddling  process,  by  which 
bar'kon  is  fonued  with  a  degree  of  dispalch  and  exactness  pre- 
viously unknown.  "  From  this  concurrence  of  circumstances  lb* 
success  has  been  no  less  rapid  than  extraordinary :  fiAecD  years 
ago,  the  weekly  quantity  of  pig-iron  made  in  this  part  of  Man« 
mouthshire,  and  in  the  contiguous  di.^trict  of  Glamorganshire, 
did  not  exceed  sixty  tons ;  at  present  it  scarcely  falls  short  of 
six  hundred:  at  tliat  period  no  bar-iron  was  manufactured  ;  but 
now  the  quantity  amounts  weekly  to  more  tlmn  three  hundred 
tons.  The  works  are  still  rapidly  increasing  in  extent  and  impor* 
lance,  and  appear  likely  U*  surpass  the.  other  iron  manufactories 
llirougtiout  the  kingdom  */*  Their  extent  and  importiince  may  be 
estiruated  from  the  subjoined  Hit. 

A  Liit  cf  the  principal  Iron  Manttfactories, 

Sorw>-  ...  —  •.•     Pit^oat  furnace*  ...♦<«...     Mes^.  Mookliouse  &  Co. 

Ebwy  .......     Pit-co:il  furnace  •  •  •  • Harford,  Partndeef  fit  Co, 

Nant  y  Gift  ••**     Pii  coal,  two  fiirnaceii  • » •  •     Hill,  Harford,  and  Co, 
BtaensivoD  •  •  *  *     Pit-coal,  three  furnaces* » <  •     J,  Hill,  aud  Co, 
Pit  coal  tbrge,  an<!  clmrcoal  "J 

Abcrcam* {      wire-work,  tuiil  cljarco at  Ss.  Glover,  Es<|* 

furtMice    •*•» ....J 
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SS^^H'"*    S*'****!^'^  "*" ?Mcss. Harford, Partridge, 

Hnnlec Charcoal  forge    j    -uu  ^ 


forge 
CMrieoB Charcoal  force 


Ckavcoalfcmaceaiidfbigef    CLdgh,  Eiq. 


'                   Two pit-eoal Aunacei   -.."J 
^f^^^         |ciarcoal forge  J 


Tmcraj Chncoal  foiget Harrey,  Waioii,  and  Co. 

11.1^^....     Charcoal  forties {  ^S^d  C^*^' *'^'^'. 

r«tem  Abbey,  {  ^^1^^^^.  .^'l?^.  |  Mr.  TTiompson. 

Besides  these  iron  works,  there  are  at 

RMcatoB Tin  milla I  «  n„*i«,  r».- 

(StooD. Lai^tinwork J  J.  Batter,  Esq. 

The  CoMMEBCE  of  tfa'is  small  county,  by  the  advantages  de- 
med  from  its  navigable  rivers,  the  Wye  and  Usk,  is  very  consi- 
derable ;  but  being  principally  confined  to  the  towns  of  Chepstow 
and  Newport,  a  detailed  account  will  be  given  of  it  in  the  dc« 
seriplioo  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  those  respective  places. 

Customs. — ^The  customs  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ihb  county 
are  very  similar  to  those  of  the  adjacent  parts  of  Wales ;  and  will 
meet  with  particular  attention  when  the  principality  comes  to  be 
described.     Two,  however,  merit  notice  here,  as  they  are  pecu- 
liarly striking  to  the  traveller,  on  bis  first  entrance  into  this  part 
of  the  country  from  the  eastern  side  of  the  Severn.    The  first  is, 
that  of  white-washing  the  houses  with  lime,  and  repeating  the 
cperatioD  as  often  as  cleanliness  suggests  its  renewal.     It  is  im- 
possible to  travel  in  Monmouthshire,  without  being  struck  with 
the  appearance  of  neatness  and  cheerfulness  which  results  from 
tlib  custom.    The  process  is  generally  performed  annually,  at  a 
staled  time ;  but  occasionally  ofleuer.    The  white  colour  of  these 
dvellings,  scattered  along  the  summits  and  sides  of  the  hills, 
ttd  surrounded  with  foliage  of  different  hues,  afforded,  by  tbe 
sceompaniroent  of  sylvan  scenes,  considerably  heightens  tb^  pic* 
ttotMiue  efiect  produced  by  the  diversified  landscapes. 

C  2  Tbt 
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The  custom  of  not  only  scattering  flowers  ♦,  but  planting  tliem 
atid  cvergTeeiif!  over  ihe  graves  of  deceased  friends,  a  iisajje  of  high 
aniifjuity,  and  so  jilpjisinglv  described  in  Kvatis's  and  Biirber'a 
Tours  in  South  Wales,  as  ob*kervable  in  that  paii,  aUo  prevails  rri 
thb  part  of  the  counlry.  TJiis,  so  invilinflt,  when  confined  lo 
churcli-vards,  is  erjnaltv  disj'ustiti'j  when  irilrodneed  into  rhurrhes. 
Tlie  pavetnents  are  frequently  taken  yp,  and  seldom  rt  placed, 
for  Ihe  purpose  of  raising  earth  over  the  graves,  lo  strew  with 
flowers  and  evergreens.  This  cn»tom  is  minuiilly  repeated;  and 
the  faded  plants  are  seldom  removed,  but  suffered  to  lie  and 
rot  on  the  sitrfuio;  u hence  these  tributes  of  refined  uftection  be- 
conie  subjects  of  regret. 

Language, — A  person  unacquainted  with  ibis  part  of  the 
kingdom,  may  be  induced  at  first  to  smile  at  Ihe  idea  of  giving  to 
tlio  language  of  people  rnliatiliug  an  £rt^/<*A  county,  a  dUtincl 
consideration.  But  Enelisb  is  nnt  the  t>id\  toiij;ue  spolien,  ami 
tl;^  use  of  IIWsA  is  much  more  prevalent  than  is  generally  sup* 
j>osed.  **  In  Ihe  norlb-eastern  and  south-eastern  parts  the  Eng- 
ghsh  loiigne  is  hi  common  use;  hut  in  the  south-western  and 
worlh-webtern  districts,  the  Welsh,  excepting  in  the  towns,  is  gene- 
rally spoken.  The  ualives  of  the  midland  parts  are  accustomed 
to  both  languages :  in  several  places  divine  service  is  performed 
wholly  in  Welsh,  in  others  in  English  :  aufl  in  sonte  alternately  in 
bolbf/'  The  same  tenacity  prevails  in  this  pari  of  the  country', 
ivhich  distinguishes  the  principality,  respecting  Ihe  original  lan- 
guage, customs^  and  manners;  and  though  continual  attempts 

have 

■  Davirt  ap  Gwillyrn,  in  one  nf  hh  notei'j  Ijeaiitifully  aJIiKJea  In  ttils  prac- 
tice,    *'  O?  Mliikt  tliy  i^pason  tof  floweT?,  and  fliy  tender  sprayi  tLick  of 
leaveN  remain ;  1  will  pluck  tlie  rosrs  from  tlip  t»rakes  j  the  flnAverers  of  the  m 
meaibf  and  genm  of  the  %voods ;  tbe  vivid  trufoilSf  Iwautie*  of  the  ground,    ■ 
and  the  gaily  «iiiUiug  btoom  of  the   verdant  Iterbs^  to  he  offered  to  lh« 
meinoiy  of  a,  cliit'f  of  fairest  fame,    Himihly  witJ  I  lay  tlicm  an  Uic  gnva 
of  Ivor  r    An  InvocntioD  tov  the  Stinwiiei  to  greet  Morgiiuoc.     Trau^ilated 
hy  Mr.  Owen. 


f  Coxe's  Hifcl.  Tour,  Introdticlkm,  p.  «*. 
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bive  been  made  to  remove  tbeiu,  by  the  establisbiog  Eoglish 
•cfaooit,  yet  the  progress  of  inoovation  is  slow,  and  the  antipathy 
to  the  introdoctioo  of  the  language  and  manners  of  the  English 
still  great  and  inveterate.  Tlie  natives  of  the  western  and  north- 
western  parts,  which  are  sequestered  and  mountainous,  retain 
their  ancient  prejudices,  and  still  brand  every  thing  assimilating 
to  English,  with  the  opprobrious  appellation  of  Sax<m.  Manii* 
ftctures  and  trade  have  effected  more  than  policy. 

The  provincial  language  spoken  in  this  aud  the  adjoining 
coanty  of  Ghimorgan,  is  the  Gweniian,  one  of  the  three  dialects 
of  Wales,  in  which  many  of  the  Welsh  odes  were  composed,  aud 
was  considered  for  centuries  the  purest,  except  that  of  Gwynedliy 
Bsed  in  Cambria*. 

Poor. — The  following  particulars  respecting  the  poor,  6te,  are 
derived  from  tlie  reports  laid  before  parliament,  and  printed  only 
for  the  use  of  the  members,  in  ^804.  In  this  official  document 
it  appears,  "  That  returns  were  received  from  one  hundred  and 
ibrty-nine  parislies  or  pUces  in  tiie  county  of  MoN  MOUTH,  in  the 
year  1803 ;  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  1785;  and  from  one 
faandred  and  forty-nine  in  1776/'  It  is  further  stated,  that 
"  Ten  parishes  or  places  maintain  all,  or  part  of,  their  poor  in 
workhouses.  The  number  of  persons  so  maintained,  duriug  the 
^r  ending  Easier,  IS03,  was  one  hundred  aud  thirty-three;  and 
theexpeuce  incurred  therein  amounted  to  l,l64<l.  14s.  8d.  being 
at  the  rate  of  8l.  }5%.  1  jd.  for  each  person  maintained  in  that 
manner.  By  the  returns  of  1776,  there  were  then  no  work- 
houses. The  uumber  of  persons  relieved  out  of  workhouses, 
«ras  fonr  thousand  three  hundred  aAd  forty-six,  besides  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  tweuty-six,  who  were  not  parish- 
iooers.  The  expence  incurred  in  the  relief  of  the  poor  not  in 
workhouses,  amounted  to  17,119!.  12$.  lOjd.  A  large  propor- 
tion of  those  who  were  not  parishioners  appear  to  have  been ' 

C  3  vagrants; 

*  Upon  this  subject,  see  a  critical  disqabitioD  by  Mr.  William  Owen,  the 
Wuned  author  of  the  Webh  Dictionary,  published  in  the  Appendix  to 
Hr.  ComV  Histoiical  Tour. 
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vagranb ;  and  tliereforc,  it  is  probable,  that  the  relief  giv«n  to 
tim  cIhss  of  pfjor  could  not  exceed  Iwo  sliiltiogs  each,  amounting 
to  1221.  J  2m.  Tlib  sum  being  deiiucled  from  the  above 
17,119!.  128.  lOid.,  leaves  l6.f/97l.  Os.  lOjd.;  being  at  the  rate 
of  31.  18».  2|d.  lor  each  parishiuner  relieved  out  of  ^ny  work- 
house.— ^The  uumber  of  persons  relieved  in  and  out  of  work- 
bouJNes,  Has  four  thousiind  four  huiidretl  aod  sevtriily-iiine,  besides 
those  who  were  not  parishioners.  Excluding  the  expence  sup- 
posed to  be  incurred  in  the  relief  of  Litis  cldss  uf  poor,  all  other 
expences  relative  to  tlie  mainlenauce  of  the  poor,  amounted 
to  19,6491.  123.  Sjd.,  being  at  the  rate  of  41.  Js-  9d.  for 
eflch  parishioner  relieved. — The  residejit  po|mbtton  of  the 
county  of  Munmomh,  in  the  year  ISOt,  appears  from  the  po- 
pulation abstract  to  have  been  forty-five  thtiusaiid,  five  hundred 
and  eighty-two;  so  that  the  number  of  parishioners  relieved 
from  the  p«»or's-rate  ap^iears  to  be  tfu  in  an  hundred  of  the  resi- 
dent pnpuialion.  The  numbi^r  of  persons  belonging  to  frieudly 
societies,  appears  to  b^  cighl  in  an  hundred  of  the  resident  [mpu* 
lalion.  Tlie  amonut  of  the  total  money  raised  by  rates  appears 
to  uverajEeat  I  is.  per  head  on  the  population.  The  amomit  of  the 
whole  expeuiiture,  on  account  of  the  poor,  appears  to  average 
at  85.  Sd.  [WT  head  on  the  popnbtinn.  The  expenditure  in  suits  of 
law^renii^'al  nf  paupers,  and  expences  of  overseers  and  other  ofticcrs, 
Bccrdiug  to  the  present  at)«itract,  amounts  to  l,47Sl>  6s.  ll^d. 
Tiie  amount  of  such  expenditure,  according  to  the  returns  of 
17iS5,  «as  then  76*1.  2s.  5d.  The  expenditure  in  purchasing 
materials  for  employing  the  poor,  according  to  the  present  ab- 
itmct,  amounts  to  I83l.  Is,  9^.  The  amount  of  such  ex|;ieDdi- 
ture,  according  to  the  returns  of  1785,  was  then  121.  1  if.  3d. 
It  does  not  appear  titat  the  |ioor  of  any  parish  or  place  in  this 
county  are  farmed,  or  maintaioed  under  contract. — It  is  not 
knowu  that  any  parish  or  place  in  this  county  nmintains  its  poor 
mider  a  si-tcial  act  of  parlianient.  Six  friendly  societies  have 
been  enrolled  at  the  cpiarter  seK.'^ious  of  ttii^  county,  pursuaot  to 
Ibe  acts  of  33  and  3i  George  III." 
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A  TABLE 

OF  TQX  POPULATION,  dec.  OF  MOh'MOirTUSHIRR, 

As  publisbcd  by  aothority  of  Parliament,   in  1801;   with  the 
of  the  Hundreds  and  Towns. 


SCENFRETH  HUNDRED 


comprises  part  of  a  mountainous  tritt  of  land  on  the  north- 
jEisleni  part  of  Monmouthshire;  and,  exclusive  of  numerous 
tmall  streams,  b  watered  by  the  rivers  Monnow,  Trotliy,  and 
Wye ;  the  hitter  entering  it  in  the  parish  of  Dixon,  and  the  for- 
mer constituting  nearly  the  whole  of  its  north-eastern  boimdary. 
This  district  forms  a  kind  of  introduction  to  the  more  moun- 
tainous adjacent  parts  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  county.  It 
•bounds  with  rich  arable  and  pasture  lands«  which  are  finely  in- 

C  4  termixed 
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termixed  witii  woods  and  orchards,  and  resembles  the  tract  of 
country  celebrated  under  the  name  of  Erchinfield,  translated  by 
Leland  *'  campus  eriuaceus/'  in  the  county  of  Hereford. 

Besides  the  town  of  Monmouth,  Scenfrelb  is  divided,  for  pa- 
rochial purposes,  into  the  upper  and  lower  divisions.  The  iirsi 
includes  the  parishes  of  Gromumi,  Langua,  Landeiio-Cressenny 
upper  and  lower,  Ldtnvihangel-Tavam-Bach,  Lanvahr,  and 
Sctnfreth,  The  lower  division  contains  the  parishes  of  Dixon' 
Newton,  including  the  hamlet  of  Dixon-Hadnock,  Langaitock" 
Veibon-Aval,  Si.  Maughan's,  Rockfield,  WeUk-Bicknar,  and 
Wowfttow* 

MONMOUTH, 

the  principal  town  of  the  county,  is  situated  on  a  tongue  of  land, 
formed  by  a^  confluence  of  the  rivers  Monnow  and  Wye,  at 
the  termination  of  a  fine  valley,  which  is  surromided  by  lofty 
hills,  whose  wooded  declivities  give  additional  charms  to  the 
natural  beauty  of  the  place.  The  British  name  was  Mongtpy, 
evidently  derived  from  its  peninsular  situation  on  the  rivers  M&n 
and  Wt/e*,  Tliis  place  is  early  recorded  in  history,  and  some 
writers  have  considered  it  of  Roman  origin ;  although  no  vestiges 
of  the  Romans  have  been  discovered,  either  on  the  site,  or  in  the 
immediate  vicinity.  .  Horsley,  with  whom  the  best  informed  an- 
tiquaries agree,  fixes  here  the  station  Bhstium  of  Antoninus; 
for  which  opinion  the  principal  argument  is  derived  from  the 

coincidence 
f 

*  Leland  sayn,  "  Monmiitli  town  is  vraulled,  and  standcth  yn  the  diocese 
of  Hereford,  betwyxt  ii  rivers  Wy  and  Mone,  of  the  wbich  it  takith  name." 
Itin.  Vol.  IV.  p.  8.  Various  conjectures  have  been  made  respecting  the 
ancient  name ;  some  supposing  it  so  called,  because  situated  among  movM' 
taifUy  from  the  British  name,  Mynyddeu,  But  tlie  derivation  from  the  two 
British  names  of  the  rivers,  on  whose  banks  the  town  stands,  is  far  more 
natural.  It  is  sometimes  called  Aherfynwy,  and  Trffymnf,  that  is,  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Mon  and  Wye,  and  the  town  on  the  Mon  and  Wye.  Its 
present  English  name  is  obvious,  The  Mouth  uf  the  Blon^  or  Monnow, 
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coinddeoee  of  disttnces  between  tbmt  a^jd  the  connecting  8tatioiit» 
noftfaward  and  southward,  with  the  actual  distances  betweca 
those  and  the  piesent  site  of  Monmouth.  In  this  point  the  Its- 
oerarr  of  Rialiaid  corresponds.  These  circunutaoces  strongly 
Bilitate  against  the  opinion  of  Camden,  who  placcti  that  station 
at  Okkastle,  or  Longtown ;  the  distance  from  cither  of  whidi 
by  no  means  quadrate  with  those  given  as  the  extent  from  Burr^ 
nun,  or  Arkonium :  and  they  as  strongly  support  the  opinion  of 
Horsley  for  placing  it  in  this  interesting  lin'gula  of  laud. 

Historic  record  points  out  Monmouth  as  a  fortified  town  at  aH 
eirly  period.  It  is  mentioned  as  a  fortress  so  early  as  the  time 
of  the  Saxons,  who,  for  a  sliort  time,  occupied  it  as  one  of  their 
strong  holds,  to  secure  the  conquests  of  the  country  between  the 
Severn  and  Wye ;  and  to  prevent,  or  curb,  the  depredatory  in* 
cursions  of  the  Welsh.  Tlie  state,  however,  of  this  port  of  the 
island,  at  that  and  the  subsequent  period,  receives  little  elucida- 
tion from  Anglo-Saxon  or  Anglo-Danbh  histor}'.  Tlie  history  of 
the  Castl£  will  furnish  the  best  due  to  illustrate  that  of  the 
place. 

Anterior  to  the  Norman  conquest,  a  fortress  existed  at  Monmouth^ 
to  overawe  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  borderiug  upon  the  part  of 
Mercia  which  at  present  is  iDcluded  in  the  couuties  of  Hereford 
and  Gloucester.  It  then  appears  to  have  belonged  to  the  sove- 
reign ;  for  in  Domesday  Book  it  is  stated,  "  in  tlie  castle  of  Moo- 
mouth  the  king  has  four  carucates  of  land,  which  formed  part 
of  the  royal  demesne,  and  its  custody  was  committed  to  William 
Fits  Baderon/'  The  sons  and  successors  of  whom  assumed,  from 
the  place,  the  surname  of  Moumoth,  or  Monnioulh,  and  his^  de- 
scendants were  seized  of  it  till  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third, 
when  John  dc  Monmouth  was  the  possessor.  During  the  long 
micstine  commotions  which  distracted  the  reign  of  that  dastardly 
and  impolitic  prince,  who  succeeded  the  ill-fated  John,  while  the 
harons  contended  for  their  rights  and  privileges,  Monmouth  was 
sUemately  |>ossessed  by  the  opposite  parties ;  and  in  the  several 
sieges  it  endured,  suffered  repeated  demolitions.  Lanibarde  ob- 
serves. 
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mvcs^  "The  cilte  bad  ooc«  a  castle  in  it,  where  in  tyme  of  Ile«. 
III.  Richard  tbt  erie  inai^baU  asMctaUoge  to  bini  other  noble- 
•MTS,  and  oMYin$e  war  against  the  kiiige,  for  that  be  more  es- 
strangets  borne  then  his  natural  subjects,  gave  him  a  sharp 
and  slew  sundry  of  bis  souldiers.     Not  loug  after  th' 
ftW  of  Gioncester,  baring  fofsaken  tb'  crk  of  Leycester,  took  for 
fciicaceoar  the  same  castle  and  fortified  it;  but  Symon  speedily 
fcHofwing,  assailed,  toke,  and  raised  it  to  tlie  ground.     Thus  the 
gkrk  ^MmmMiih  hmd  clemme  peruked,  ne  had  it  pletued  God 
iMpr  mfhr  im  tk€t  phct  to  gne  lift  to  the  noblf  king  Hem,  V, 
wIm  of  the  same  is  caUtd  Henry  of  Monmouth  *."    The  cause 
«f  tbt  liarons  was  warmly  espoused  by  the  WeUb,  ami  the  Earl 
•f  LHccster  had  recnuted  his  anny  in  this  part  of  the  couutry, 
INvrioos  to  the  disasterous  battle  near  £vesliani,  in  Worcestershire, 
tabidi  proved  equally  fatal  to  him  and  the  baronial  cause.     Un- 
4er  these  circumstances,  the  castle  of  Monmouth,  among  others, 
became  of  the  utmost  importance  for  the  support  of  royalty; 
Md  John  de  Monmouth,  the  sixth  in  descent  from  Fitz  Baderon, 
having  no  issue  male,  was  induced  to  resign  the  custody  and  ho- 
aottr  of  this  demesne,   on  consideration  of  a  certain  life-bold 
ftlate,  to  Prince  Edward,  aAerward  King  Edward  the  First,  and 
\m  heirs  for  ever,  in  the  year  1257*     Yet  Camden  states,  speak- 
ing of  the  erection  of  this  fortress  "  The  castle,  which  appears, 
ftom  the  public  records,  to  have  floarished  in  William  the  Con- 
i|wror's  time,   though  sup}>osed  to  have  been  built  by  John, 
Baron  of  Monmouth,  from  whom  it  came  to  the  house  of  Lan- 
cwltr,  when  Henry  HI.  stripped  him  of  his  estate,  for  his  ohstK 
Hite  adhf  reocc  to  the  barons  against  him ;  or  rather,  as  we  read 
in  th«  king's  prerogative,  because  h»  heirs  had  taken  the  oath  of 
ille|iamT  to  the  Earb  of  Bretasnet."     Prince  Edward  having 
j^iagmd  the  castle  in  favour  of  his  brother,  Edmond  Crooch- 
|«clr»  Eftrl  of  Lancaster,  King  Henry  granted  it  to  the  latter, 

and 

*  Ttpograpbical  IMctiooary. 

Goagk^  Edit  VoL  H.  p.  477. 
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od  Ibe  gnat  was  snbsequeotly  coDfirraed  by  Edward  the  FmL 
la  hit  fomily  it  cootioued  till  it  came  into  the  potteMioa  of  John 
of  Gaunt,  by  bis  marriage  with  Blanch,  daughter  and  heirets  of 
Henry  Duke  of  Lancaster.  John  of  Gaunt  was  granted  thp 
same  title  held  by  his  wife's  father,  and  with  it  the  palatinate  of 
Lancaster,  of  which  this  fortress  formed  a  parcel,  with  more  ev 
^tendod  privileges;  and  Monmouth  Castle  was  a  favourite  rtfih 
dcace  of  his,  and  of  his  son  Henry  of  Boliugbroke,  afterwafds 
King  Henry  the  Fourth,  in  whose  reign  it  was  distinguished  bf 
giving  birth  to  the  bero  of  Agincourt,  thence  denominated  Henvy 
of  Moamonth.  The  castle  of  Monmouth,  as  part  of  the  duchy 
of  Lancaster,  descended  by  inheritance  to  Henry  the  Sixth*  By 
his  attainder  it  came  to  Edward  the  Fourth,  who  granted  it,  in 
the  fifth  year  of  hb  reign,  to  William  Lord  Herbert,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Pembroke ;  but  reverting  again  to  the  crown,  it  forme(l 
as  before,  parcel  of  tlie  duchy  of  Lancaster,  which  Henry  the 
Seventh  possessed  by  the  same  right  tliat  he  ascended  the  throno« 
Since  that  period  the  castle  of  Monmouth,  with  several  other  posr 
sessions  of  his  in  the  county,  have  become  private  property.  "  It 
sppcnrs,  from  numerous  grants^  that  the  castle  was  parcel  of  the 
dachy  of  Lancaster,  during  tlie  reign  of  Elizabeth ;  and  tliat  in  the 
iltb  of  James  L  it  was  presented,  under  a  commission,  as  bc«- 
kmging  to  the  duchy.  Before  the  eud  of  tlie  last  ceutury,  we 
find  it  in  the  possession  of  Henry,  the  lirst  Duke  of  Beaufort,  as 
appears  from  a  singular  anecdote,  recorded  iu  the  secret  memoirs 
of  Monmouthshire.  '  The  Marchioness  of  Worcester  was  or* 
dered,  by  her  grandfather,  the  late  ]>uke  of  Beaufort,  to  lie  iu 
of  lier  fint  child  m  a  hou;»e  lately  built  within  the  castle  of  Mou* 
mouth,  near  that  spot  of  ground  and  space  where  our  great  hero 
Heary  V.  was  born.'  His  illustrious  descendant,  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  u  tlie  present  proprietor  *.** 

That  remains  of  this  once  formidable  fortress,  which  was  con* 
itnicted  of  red  grit-stone,  stand  on  the  ridge  of  an  emioence  by 
tbe  tKuiks  of  the  MonDOW,to  the  north  of  the  towa,andare  sosur* 

rounded 
*  Coxe's  Hist  Tour,  dire.  p.  Sit, 
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tiodled  by  otiicr  buildings,  as  scarcely  to  be  visible ;  but  though 
[tt-atlv  (itmiiiished,  Ihey  present,  from   llie   nver»  an  ap{>eanince 
^Wdiiiipidated  grandeur,  which  rcrals  to  memory  its  former  poll- 
icaf  importance  and  extensive  magnificence. 

In  viewing  the  present  ruin,  tliou^b  some  parts  of  il  uppear 
►f  very  remote  foumialion ;  yet  the  ;;eneral  style  of  the   building 
tdicates  an  era  posterior  to  llie  civil  wars,  in  the  rci|fn  of  Henry 
Third,  when  it  was  taken,  and  razed  to  the  ground,  by  Si- 
ton  d«  Montfort,  Earl  ot*  Leicester.     Many  vestiges  of  the  castle 
lay  yel  Ue  iliscovered  Huiiilsl  tenements,  stables,  and  out-houses. 
Some  vaults,  under  the  liouse  of  Mr.  Cecil,"  are  of  the  oldest 
character;  and,  from  the   fashion   of  llieir  construction,  maybe 
ttrihuted  to  the  Suxon,  if  not  tu  the  Konian  period.     The  mas- 
ive  structure  of  tlic^e  walls  merits  observation.     They  are  from 
h  to  ten   feet   ilii4.k,  composed  of  pebbles  and  liquidated  ce- 
kieut,    like  those  described    by   Yitruvius;    and  are  so  closely 
)mpacted  as  not  to  yield  in  hardness  to  stone  itself.     Although 
le  roof  and  several  of  the  side  walls  have  fallen,  yet  the  site  of 
two  remarkable  apartments  may  be  traced  with  exactue^.     The 
chamber  where  lire  hero  of  Monmouth  was  born  |>ertained  to  au 
upper  story,  and  the  beams  that  supported  the  floor,  still  project 
from  the  side  walls,  by  which  it  appears  to  have  been  tit\y-eight 
feet   long,  by  twcntyfour  broad.     It  had  jioiuted  arched  win- 
dows, some  of  wliieh  remain,  and  serve  to  designate  the  age  of 
their  building.      Aiiolhcr   large  ^ipartment  adioining   this,  si^ily- 
three  feet  in  length,  and  forly  six  in  breadlh,  probably  formed 
the  baronial  hail ;  and,  as  a]>pears  by  au  inquisition,  was  used  in 
the  time  of  James  the  First   for   the  county  assizes,  which  con- 
tinued to  be  held  in  it,  till  the  middle  of  the  last  century.     At  tb« 
north-east  angle,  withinside   a  stable,  is  a  circular  tower,  six  feet 
in  diameter,  which  contained  the  winding  staircase  leading  to 
the  grand  apartments,     A  short  time  since  a  large  mass  of  I  he 
souLli  wall  fell  with  a  tremendous  crash,  leaving  a  dilapidated 
chasm  of  about  forty  feet,  whence  the  thickness  cf  the  walls  is 
discovered  to  be  more  thaa  leu  feet« 

Within 
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WitbiB  the  the  of  the  castte,  or  rather  io  the  mklit  of  this  pile 
of  niiiis»  b  a  headfoiiie  domeitic  edifice,  constructed  of  atoiiet 
tekeo  from  the  Mrrouoding  fragments.  By  the  date  over  the 
door,  thb  mansion  was  built  in  the  year  1673,  and  Ibmed  «■ 
occasional  residence  of  llie  IWaufort  family. 

Among  the  ancient  boitdings  of  this  town,  was 

All  Alibn  Peioby  for  black  monks  of  tbe  Benedictine  order, 
fiwaded  in  the  reigta  of  Henry  the  First,  by  Wyhenoc,  grand- 
son of  Fits  Baderoo,  and  third  lord  of  Monmoath,  who  mada 
it  a  cell  to  tbe  monastery  of  St.  Florence,  near  Salmur,  in  Aiijoa. 
Tbeanaual  revenues,  at  the  Dissolution,  were  valued  at  561.  is.  1  Id. 
and  Rkfaard  TWltbnsh,  the  last  prior,  received  an  annuity  of 
91.*  The  site  of  the  priory  church  occupied  the  space  on  which 
ilands  the  present  parish  church,  and  tbe  tower,  with  the  lower 
part  of  the  spire,  are  all  tlie  remains  of  the  original  edifice.  A 
few  vestiges  of  the  monastery  are  still  visible,  north  of  the  church ; 
sad  a  small  apartment,  having  a  large  ancient  projecting  window, 
h  pointed  out  as  the  study,  once  belonging  to  tbe  celebrated 
S^Fnf  4  MommanAh  ;  bat  the  style  of  tlie  building  is  veiy  fiur 
horn  synchronizing  with  the  early  part  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
ahen  the  British  historian  is  reported  to  have  lived.  This  and 
other  apartments  are  incorporated  in  a  house  now  forming  tbe 
£inii]y  residence  of  Daniel  Williams,  Esq. 

Two  Hospitals  also  were  fouuded  here  by  John  de  Mob- 
mouth,  abont  the  year  1240t. 

Monmouth  early  became  a  privileged  place  under  tl>e  auspices 
of  its  lords ;  and  as  a  buigb,  enjoyed  many  immunities  which  it 
derived  from  its  forming  a  parcel  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster. 
Tbe  earliest  charter,  however,  found  in  the  archives  of  the  duchy, 
is  dated  m  1549,  and  was  granted  by  Edward  the  Sixth  '*  to  the 
burgesses  of  his  burg  and  town  of  Monmouth,  in  the  marches  of 
Wales,  and  witlim  his  duchy  of  Lancaster."     lu  this  the  king 

confirms 

•  Willu'B  Mitred  Abbiea,  Vol.  II.  p.  11?. 
t  Tsnuf  r*s  Not.  Monast.  p.  S29. 
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ilMifirms  vari  113  franchises  and  privikgfe,  vtlucli  had  been  pre^ 
Tioiisly  ^rallied  b^  Henry  the  Eighth ;  and  udds  (he  power  of 
etectinof  11  mayor  and  two  buHilfs.  Since  Ihal  period,  Monmouth 
lias  been  a  bortmgh  mid  corporate  tovvti;  <;overiied  by  a  mayor, 
iHo  bailiff«>  and  fit>eeii  con»moii-councilitien.  It  first  sent  a- 
tneniber  to  llie  Britbh  senate  iolhe  ^/thof  Henry  the  Eighth; 
and  in  conse(jucnce  of  a  petition  of  rights  to  parliament,  in  the 
year  \6$0,  the  house  decided  the  right  of  election,  as  before 
obsen'e<i»  to  be  in  the  burge*)!iies  inhabilants,  in  conjunction  with 
the  burgesses  inhabilants  of  the  toivns  of  Newport  and  Usk, 

The  toittn  includes,  aceordin<;  to  the  returns  of  population  to 
government,  in  1801,  $77  houses,  ami  3, .1*5  inhubttanls.  Mr, 
Coxe,  however,  though  from  wluit  utilh'irity  he  does  not  stale, 
fixes  the  staudurd  lower.  *'  Monmouth  contains  six  hundred 
houses;  the  avera^t*  number  of  births  in  a  year  is  between  seventy 
and  eighty,  and  of  biirials  seventy ;  the  population  amounts  to 
about  2,600  souls*/* 

At  present  there  is  little  Trade  at  IVIonmouili :  some  iron  and 
lin-wor<\s  in  the  vicinity^  belonging  to  Partridge  and  company, 
furnbit  employment  for  a  fi^w  hands ;  and  in  the  season,  barking 
occupies  a  number  of  people.  The  bark  is  brought  down  !h^ 
river  from  the  woods  in  the  ujiper  districts  of  the  Wye,  and  here 
landed  on  tlie  banks,  where  men,  women,  and  children  are  em- 
ployed in  picliini;,  paring,  andebansing  the  article,  preparatory  to 
lis  being  exported  at  Chepstow  fur  tlie  south  of  England,  and 
different  parts  of  Ireland  :  numerous  piles  or  ricks,  containing 
from  fifty  to  a  hundred  tons,  may  be  seen  at  one  time  on  the 
banks  of  the  riven  But  the  principal  support  of  the  inhabitanfi 
anses  from  the  navi-^ation  of  the  Wye,  and  the  trade  between 
Hereford  and  Bristol,  and  the  intermedinte  places,  supplying  the 
Dcii;hbourini;  districts  with  all  kinds  of  shop  goods;  and  from 
the  numerous  res^ieclahte  people,  who  constantly  or  occasif>nally 
reside  in  the  town  or  its  vicinity.  Caps  once  formed  a  very  con- 
siderable 

♦  Hist.  Toar,  Jtc.  p,  291, 
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sideiable  tnde  »t  Momnoutb ;  god  tbcir  prevaJency,  and  Um 
pUoe  fiunous  foe  the  mtnufacture  of  tlicoi*  did  not  escape  ibe 
obaenratioo  of  our  unmoilal  bard.  lo  Shakespeare's  play  of 
Henry  the  Fifth,  alinding  lo  the  fiishion,  or  rather  the  miiilaiy 
habit  of  the  tiroes  (fur  the  cups  appear  tlien  to  have  been  worn 
by  the  aoldien»  as  tbey  subsequently  were  by  seafaring  menX 
FlaeUyB  it  made  to  say,  in  bb  address  to  the  king :  "  If  yoiif 
awtieities  ia  remembered  of  it,  the  WeUbmen  did  goot^  service 
in  a  gniden,  where  leeks  did  groM',  wearing  leeks  in  thcit 
Mmtmumik  aifs."  Fuller*  who,  amidst  a  mass  of  quaint  and 
inetenuit  obaervations,  has  many  useful  notices  respecting  muw 
aces  and  customs,  gives  an  ioleresting  account  of  these  caps^ 
the  manner  of  making  tbem,  and  the  number  of  hands  tbey  went 
tfaroogh  in  manufacturing.  **  These  were  the  most  ancient,  general, 
warn,  and  profitable  covering  of  mens'  heads  in  this  island.  It 
is  worth  our  |)ains  to  observe  the  tenderness  of  our  kings  to  pre- 
serve the  trade  of  cap  making;  and  what  long  and  strong  strug- 
gling our  state  had  to  keep  up  the  using  thereof,  so  many  thoo- 
sands  of  people  lieing  maintained  thereby  in  the  land,  especially 
before  ttie  invention  of  fulling  milb ;  all  caps  before  that  time 
being  wrought,  lieaten,  and  thickened  by  the  hands  and  feet  of 
men,  till  tliose  mills,  as  they  eased  many  of  their  labour,  outed- 
more  of  their  livelihood.  Capping  anciently  set  fifteen  distinct 
calliugs  on  work,  as  they  are  reckoned  iip  in  tiie  statute :  1 .  Cani< 
•By  2.  spinners,  3'.  knitters,  4.  parters  of  wool,  5.  forfers,  6. 
thicker^  7*  dresM;rs,  8.  walkers,  9.  dyers,  10.  bottellers,  1 1. 
shearers,  12.  pressers,  13.  edgcrs,  14.  liuers,  15.  band-makers^ 
and  other  exercises.  No  wonder  then,  that  so  many  statutes' 
were  enacted  in  parliament  to  encourage  tliis  handicraft.'' 
Having  then  enumerated  several  of  the  acts  passed  in  the  reignt 
of  Edward  the  Fourth  and  Henry  the  Eighlh,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  trade,  he  adds,  "  Lastly,  to  keep  up  the  usage  of 
caps,  it  was  enacted  in  the  thirteenth  of  Queen  Eiizabeth,  cap.  1 9, 
that  they  should  be  worn  by  all  persons  (aoine  of  worship  and 
quality  excepted)   on    sabbath  and  holidays,    on  the  pain  of 
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fbrfeitiDg  ten  groali  for  the  omission  thereof.  But  it  seems  no* 
thing  but  hats  would  fit  the  heads  (or  humours  rather)  of  the  Eng- 
Vah,  at  fancied  by  them  to  6t  their  iair  faces  from  tlie  injury  of 
wind  and  weather,  so  that  in  the  thirty-ninth  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
this  statute  was  repealed.  Yet  the  cap,  accounted  by  the  Ro- 
mans an  emblem  of  lil>erty,  is  esteemed  by  the  English  (except 
fUconers  and  hunters)  a  badge  of  servitude^  though  very  useful 
in  themselves,  -and  the  ensign  of  constancy,  because  not  discom- 
posed, but  retaining  their  fashion  in  what  form  soever  they  be 
crouded.  The  best  caps  were  formerly  made  at  Monmouth, 
where  the  capper's  chapel  doth  still  remain,  being  better  carved 
and  gilded  than  any  other  part  of  the  church.  But  on  the  occa- 
sion of  a  great  plague  happening  in  this  town,  the  trade  was 
•ome  years  smce  removed  hence  to  Beaudly,  in  Worcestershire  ; 
yet  that  Ihey  are  called  Monmouth  caps  unto  this  day.  Thus  this 
tqwn  retains,  though  not  the  profit,  the  credit  of  capping,  ami 
seeing  the  child  beeps  the  mother's  name,  there  is  some  hope  in 
due  time  she  may  return  to  her*." 

The  remains  of  walls,  lines  of  circumvallatinn,  curtains,  bas- 
tions, &c.  shew  this  town  once  to  have  been  a  strongly  fortified  place, 
and  from  its  situation  might  be  easily  rendered  so  again.  It  was 
defended  on  every  side  by  walls,  wherever  unprotected  by  tlie 
rivers,  and  those  again  were  surrounded  by  deep  fossa,  capable 
of  being  filled  with  water ;  it  had  four  gates,  and  the  suburbs,  con- 
taining the  hamlet  of  St.  Thomas,  was  defended  in  a  similar  man- 
ner. But  in  Lelaud's  f  time  the  walls  were  in  a  mouldering  state  ; 
and  such  fragments  as  now  appear,  are  only  preserved  for  domestic 
convenience. 

The  town  is  extensive,  and  contains  some  good  buildings,  but 
only  one  principal  street.  Communications  are  formed  with  the 
suburbs  and  adjacent  country  by  means  of  three  bridges,  viz. 
W^e-bridge,  Monnow-bridge,  and  TibbVbridge,  exclusive  of  one 
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over  the  Trotfay,  in  the  liberty  of  St.  Thonuu.  That  over  the 
W^e  is  a  good  stone  stroeture,  and  consists  of  sereral  arches. 
Moofiow-bridge  is  built  of  stone,  and  appears  to  be  coeval  with 
the  bastion  towers,  which  formed  its  gateway.  TibbVbridge  is 
creeled  of  wood,  on  lozenge-shaped  stone  piers. 

St.  M AST's  Chctrch  belonged  to  the  priory,  but  the  tower 
tad  lower  part  of  the  spire  are  the  only  remains  of  the  ancient 
edifioe.  The  body  of  the  church  is  extremely  light  and  well 
prapoitiooed,  and  the  range  of  columns  separating  the  nave  front 
the  aile,  and  supporting  an  horizontal  entablature,  would  have  a 
pleasing  cfiect,  did  not  the  fine  pointed  west  window,  with  its 
highly  ornamented  tracery,  rouse  the  indignation  of  taste  at  the 
flMtley  mixture  of  styles  a'ld  decorations.  Nor  does  the  outside 
better  correspond  with  the  pointed  windows  of  the  tower,  and  its 
elegantly  tapering  spire.  The  latter,  which  is  nearly  two  hundred 
leet  from  the  base  of  the  building,  forms  a  conspicuous  aud 
bcantiful  object  in  the  distant  view ;  and  the  traveller  will  be 
highly  gratified  with  the  prospects  from  the  parapet  of  the  tower. 

9t.  Thomas's  Church,  now  a  chapel  to  8t.  Mary's,  is  a 
maH,  very  ancient  structure,  near  the  foot  of  Moonow-bridge. 
*■  The  nmplicity  of  its  form,  the  circular  shape  of  the  door- 
ways, of  the  arch  separating  the  nave  from  the  chancel,  and  the 
style  of  their  ornaments,  which  bear  a  Saxon  character,  seem  to 
bdicate  that  it  was  built  before  the  Conquest*."  But  as  this  was 
part  of  the  site  during  the  Saxon  era,  and  the  Saxons  were  never 
long  in  possession  of  this  part  of  the  country,  a  question  may  be 
suggested,  whether  the  more  ancient  parts  of  the  building  miglit 
not  iiave  been  British  ?  Tlie  zigzag  and  nail-head  mouldings  of 
the  mterior  arch,  between  the  nave  and  chancel,  form  a  curious 
specimen,  for  Wales,  of  ancient  architecture ;  and  the  northern 
door-way  of  the  nave  is  peculiariy  worthy  of  notice  by  the  anti- 
quary, for  the  manner  in  which  its  semicircular  arch  is  con- 
structed. 
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I      The  Free-schoot-»  wliicli  is  n  good  bui!din^»  was  founded 
[in  tbe  retgij  of  Kiii^  Jain^s  tlie  First,  by  a  |>ersoti  named  Hiliiam 
^  Jones,  who   had   acquired  a  considerjble  forlune  by  liis  own  it»- 
dustry,  as  appears  tVoni  the  in.-scrjptinn  underuealh  a  parlniil  of 
[«tbe  founder^  luibited  in  the  costume  of  tlie  age^  and  preserved  in 
i  the   schowl-rooiii :    "  Walter   Wtlliani    Jones,    haberdaslter  and 
'  incrcbaul,  of  Lomloii,   tS:c."     **  The  tradition  of  the  town  gives 
a  singular  story  of  its  establishinenl :  He  was  a  native  of  Nevvland, 
t^in  Glourestershirc,  but  passed  tiie  early  part  of  his  lif*;  tn  a  nie- 
[  iiial  capacity  ut  Moniuoulh ;    i'^^^m  this   situation   fie  became  a 
[  ihop*boy  to  a  merchant  in  Loncbju,  where  hi5  acuteoess  procured 
hh  admission   to   the  coiuptini;-house  ;    and   he   performed    the 
olhce  of  clerk  with  such  dihjjjeuce,  skill,  and  fidelity,  tbat  he  was 
employed  by  his  master  as  a  factor  abroad,  and  altenvarils  taken 
into  |>artnerbbip.     Havin*;  rui.sed  an  ample  fortune,   be  quitiecl 
I  London,  returned  to  Newlaud,  under  the  api>earance  of  great 
^  poverty,  and  made  an  ap|dicatioti  to  the  parish  :  being  tuunttaglj 
advised  to  seek  relief  at  Monmouth,  where  he  bad  lived  at  ser- 
vice, and  would  find  persons  disposed  to  assist  him,  bad  he  con- 
ducted  himself  with  propriety ;  he  repaired   thither,  and  expe- 
rienced the  charity  of  several  inhabitants.     In  gratitude  for  Ibis 
reception,  he  founded  a  free-acbool  on  a  bberal  eslablishoient : 
to  the  master  a  house,   with  a  salary  of  poL  a  year;   to  the  usber^ 
a  salary  of  4. 51.  a  year,  with  a  house ;  and  to  a  lecturer,  for  tlic 
purpose  of   inspecting  the    alnishoui^est    reading   prayers,   aud 
preaching  a  weekly  sermon,  an  excellent   house  and  garden,  with 
a  salary  of  105b  a  year,     ile  also  built  alnislionses  for  twenty 
poor  people,  leaving  to  each  3s.  6d.  a  week*."  H 

A  broad  and  handsome  street  lea<ls  iVom  Monnnw-bridge  to 
The  Maeket  Plack,  which  is  ornamented  with  anewTcwN 
Hall,  erected  on  columns,   forming  in  front  a  noble  colouuade. 
But  the  miserably  executed  statue  of  Heury  the  Fif^h,  and  its 
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ttHI  more  disgusting  attitude,  with  an  inscription  commemoratiTe 
of  his  birth,  distigures  the  building. 
Near  the  extremity  of  the  town,  on  the  banhs  of  the  Monnow, 


Thb  County  Gaol,  a  new,  compact,  massive  building. 
lb  plan,  which  is  visible  in  the  airiness  of  the  apartments,  the 
wisdom  and  propriety  of  its  regulations,  and  the  attention  paid 
to  the  cleanliness  and  morals  of  the  prisoners,  reflects  great  credit 
on  the  good  sense  and  public  spirit  of  the  magistrates,  &c.  of  the 
coonty. 

Many  of  the  houses  are  good,  but  not  remarkatile  for  archi- 
tecture, and  nearly  the  whole  being  white-washed,  give  the  town 
a  smgular  appearance  to  a  traveller  on  bis  tirst  arrival  from  the 
cast  of  the  Severn.  The  mode  in  which,  in  some  parts  of  the 
towD,  the  buildings  are  detached,  particularly  in  what  are  called 
White-cross,  and  Monks'-street,  with  the  intervening  gardens  and 
<ircfaards,  gives  the  houses  the  appearance  of  small  villas.  Indeed, 
in  the  Temal,  estival,  and  autumnal  seasons,  nothing  can  be  imagined 
more  delightful  than  the  rides,  walks,  and  prospects  in,  and 
aroond  Monmouth.  The  walks  in  the  environs  are  extremely 
pleasant,  especially  those  through  Chippenham  Meadow,  an 
agreeable  oval  plain^  environed  by  the  town  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  Mounow  and  Wye  on  the  others ;  and  at  the  south-eastern 
extremity,  the  former  river  delivers  its  waters  to  the  latter, 
beneath  a  grove  of  tine  elms,  which  gives  additional  interest  to 
the  features  of  the  1^11.  This  mead,  on  summer  evenings,  is  a 
general  rendezvous  for  company,  and  forms  a  natural  theatre  for 
the  display  of  Gweutonian  beauty. 

The  prospects  from  the  hills,  in  the  vicinity  of  Monmouth,  are 
equally  of  a  pleasing  character,  and  wear  features  as  inviting  as 
they  are  diversified  and  new.  The  town  must  not  be  dismissed 
before  some  brief  notice  be  taken  of  two  eminent  natives,  highly 
distinguished  in  the  annaU  of  human  celebrity. 

Jeffery,  orGEOFFRY  OF  MoNMOUTH,  wlio  was  also  called 
Gdfridus  ArtkuriWf  but  whose  proper  name  was  Geoffry  ap 
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AfthuTt  IS  reported  to  bave  been  a  native  of  the  town ;  and  Ibb 
&p|>ears  very  probable,  as  no  other  place  has  preferred  a  claim  to 
the  honour  of  his  birth.     Certain  it  U,  that  be  received  fiis  echi- 
cation,  and  was  afterwards  a  monk,  in  the  Benediclliic  convent 
of  this  place.     He  flourislted  in  the  lime  of  Kiitg  Henry  the  Se- 
cond; was  first  appointctl  archdeacon* of  Monmouth,  and  then 
made  bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  in  1152,  which  »ee  he  subsequently 
resigned,    and   iKcaroe  abbot  of  tlte   monastery  at   Abingdon, 
where  h€  died  *•     He  wrote  several  religiotw  and  pttetical  trea* 
tises  ;  bnl  none  of  sufficient  merit  alone  to  rescue  his  name  from 
oblivion.     His  fame  has  arisen  from  a  tran<ilation  into  Latin  of  a 
British  history,  eolitltd,  •'  Brut ^  hrt-ninodd**  or  the  Chronicle 
of  llic  Kings  of  FirilaiiT,  which  he  called,  *'  Chronicon,  «/rc  Hi«* 
t^rifi  Britonum"     This  work  is  iutiTspcrseti  with  numerous  ro- 
mantic and  legendary  tales,  relative  to  the  interesting  days  of 
yore ;  and  has  occasione<l  a  long  and  undecided  controTer^y  re- 
epecling  its  nature,  derivative  sources,  and  mfrited  degree  of  cre- 
dibilily.      Son>e  writers  bave  treated  it  as  a  forgery,  ifn|K>sed 
upon  the  world  by  the  artfulness  of  Gcaffry  liiinself,  under  the 
veil  of  a  Iruuslation.     But  the  dii»covery  of  the  original  silenced 
this  objection.     By  others  llie  foumlalion,  or  leading;  traits  in  the 
work,    have  been  considered  as  gcniiii»e ;   althoujL^h,  like  intny 
other  histories  written  in  times  of  monkisli  superstition,  it  is  miiied 
wilb  puerile   fables   and   legemtary   lies.      Dr.  Davics  and   Dr. 
Pottcl,  with  others,  bave  been  inclined  to  attach  considcruble 
credit  to  the  authenticity  of  this  hi;ytor\',  without  adverting  to  tlie 
"  Ipdex  Expurgatorius,"  by  which  it  appears  to  have  been  in- 
cluded iu  the  list  of  hooks  jjroschbcd  at  Rome.     Mr.  Lluyd  and 
Bishop  Tanner  were  of  opinion  that  the  fabulous  part  of  the  ac- 
count 


•  Btilf*s  Eoglish  Writers,  and  Moreri'a  Historic-al  Dictioo«ry,  la  tbft 
additions  to  Camden's  Britonuia,  Gouglrs  Ltlitii»n,  Vol,  IL  p.  483,  it  if 
itatcU,  Uiat  *'  Being  obliged  to  quit  Wales  in  I  lie  Iroubtcs^  he  had  ttie 
CU*tCHly  of  AbciHlou  Ablicy  from  Hciiry  I.  (II*)  l>ut  rtsigiiiug  liis  bbKopric 
witti  a  view  to  tliat  Abbey,  be  lost  both.  The  tiiae  of  hh  death  i»  uu* 
certaiu."* 
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cwnit  was  aaterior  to  the  tine  of  Geoffiry,  although  he  himself 
acknowMsci,  hb  history  was  not  intireljf  a  transUtion  from  the 
British  nsantucripty   and    confesses^  be  »acie  several  additions^ 
pirticulatly  the  pfopbecics  of  BffefliB ;  and  inserted  soom  circuio* 
rtaicca  which  he  had  heard  froas  the  aiouth  of  the  kamed  his- 
torian Waller,  ArchHeacoa  of  Oslbrd,  who  fitraished  hUn  with 
thenmasenpt    Thoin|)soo»  the  Englnh  translator  of  Oeoffry's 
Britidi  History,  has  written  an  elaborate  defence  of  the  work, 
and  Tindicates  his  author  with  great  learning  and  ability.     But 
tbongh  he  has  fairly  refuted  the  charge  of  forgery,  be  has  failed 
to  estabKsli  the  work  as  aa  historic  decuaaent.    The  best  Welith 
critics  allow,  that  Oeoffr/s  performance  was  a  vitiated  translation 
of  the  **  History  of  the  British  Kings,"  written  by  Tyssilio,  or 
St  Trifaui,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  a  writer  who  lived  in  the  seventh 
century.     Geoffry  is  stated  to  have  omitted  nsany  parts,  made 
conideraUe  interpolatioas,  and  various  alterations,  latinized  many 
of  the  British  appellatioas,  and  materially  altered  and  disguised 
tte  historian  Tyssilio^.     Dispassionate  and  unbiassed  judgment 
«91  view  it  as  founded  on  authentic  documents;  although  any  ac- 
count the  Britons  were  able  to  pn^erve  m  such  times  of  confu- 
sioii  as  the  period  assigned,  nmst  have  been  at  best  irregular, 
and  extremely  defective ;   and  embellislied  with  other  romantic 
tales,  which  Oeoflfty  might  find  as  traditions  among  the  Welsh, 
and  such  as  be  thought  adapted  to  the  credulity  of  the  times. 
Bat  whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  in  regard  to  its  autfaen- 
licity  and  historical  authority,  the  work  is  highly  entertaining. 
Tlie  British  history  formed  a  new^  era  in  the  literature  of  this 
country ;  and,  with  the  similar  kind  of  history  of  Charlemagne, 
by  Tnrpin,  supposed  to  have  been  written  in  the  eleventh  century, 
tended  to  the  introduction*,  or  rather  invention,  of  a  new  species 
of  composition,    denoniiuated  romance,      Robert,   a  monk  of 
Gloocester,  wlio  wrote  a  history  of  Enghmd,  from  Brutus  to  the 
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reign  of  Edward  the  First,  in  Alexandrian  Terse,  was  indebted  to 
Qeoffry's  work  for  most  of  hb  statements.  And  Warton,  in  bis 
history  of  English  poetry,  obsenres/  "  that  the  tales  have  often  a 
more  poetical  air  in  Jeffery's  prose  than  in  his  rhyming  chronicle, 
which  is  totally  destitute  of  art  or  imagination,  and  from  its  ob- 
solete language  scarcely  intelligible."  From  the  history  of  Bri- 
tain some  of  oar  best  poets  have  drawn  numerous  materials  for 
their  sublime  compositions.  Spencer,  in  his  Faerie  Queene,  has 
given 

"  A  chronicle  of  Briton's  kinjfs, 
From  Brote  to  Arthur's  rayne." 

To  this  hbtorical  romance  the  immortal  Ttiespian  bard  was 
indebted  for  the  tale  which  forms  the  subject  of  his  incomparable 
tragedy  of  King  Lear.  This  will  be  seen  by  comparing  the  play 
with  the  affecting  history  in  Oeoffry's  Leir,  King  of  Britain,  who 
is  described  as  tlie  eleventh  in  descent  from  Brutus,  and  said  to 
have  divided  his  kingdom  between  his  two  elder  daughters,  Gono- 
rjUa  and  Regan,  disinheriting  his  youngest,  Cordeilla.  Havmg 
been  ungratefully  requited  by  his  elder  daughters,  be  was  rein- 
stated on  the  throne  by  Cordeilla,  who  had  married  Aganippus, 
King  of  the  Franks.  The  beautiful  fiction  of  Sabrina,  in  the 
mask  of  Comus,  Milton  appears  to  have  borrowed  from  Mon- 
mouth's Hi:jtory  of  Britain ;  and  he  seemed  peculiarly  fond  of 
the  marvellous  stories  there  told,  for  he  derived  from  them  much 
of  his  historic  allusion  in  the  Paradise  Lost,  especially  what  re<- 
lates  to  his  own  country ; 

^^  And  \\hat  rcsountb. 
In  fublc  or  romance,  of  Uthcr'sson, 
Begirt  with  Ijrilbih  and  Armoric  knights." 

Even  the  two  historic  epic  poets,  Davies  and  Blackniore,  if 
names  like  these  may  be  allowed  to  appear  after  those  already 
named,  were  under  much  obligation  for  the  tales  they  have  em- 
bodied ill  their  verse ;  and  if  their  works  may  be  considered  an 
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•cqidsitioD  to  our  poetical  fund,  we  stand  greatly  indebted  to 
Geoffry  of  Monmoutfa. 

Henry  the  Fifth,  King  of  England,  the  hero  of  J^ginr 
tmaf,  and  the  proud  boast  of  Englbh  history,  was  bom  in  this 
town,  and  thence  denominated  Henry  of  Monmouth.    The  very 
early  part  of  his  life  appears  to  have  been  spent  in  this  county ; 
aod  during  the  interval  which  elapsed  between  his  father's  ba* 
nsbnient  and  accession  to  the  crown,  he  met  with  a  favourable 
reception  in  the  court  of  his  royal  cousin,  Richard  the  Second. 
AAer  Henry's  father  had  ascended  the  throne,  the  young  prince 
was  sent  to  Oxford,  and  studied  under  the  auspices  of  his  uncle, 
the  Cardinal  Beaufort,  who  was  then  chancellor  of  that  univer- 
9ty.    Stow,  who  particularly  describes  lib  person  and  character, 
observes,  the  prince  at  that  period  discovered  a  predilection  for 
learning  and  learned  men ;  but  had  also  a  great  taste  and  plea- 
sure in  music,  for  he  "  delighted  in  songs,  nieetem,  aud  musical 
instruments."     His  career  of  study  at  Oxford  was  but  of  short 
duration ;  he  was  early  initiated  in  the  use  of  arms,  and  soon 
had  occasion  to  reduce  his  knowledge  to  practice.     At  the  age 
of  sixteen,  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Shrewsbury,  he  displayed 
tliat  military  prowess  which  augured  his  future  renown.    Thomas 
de  Elmham,  who  wrote  his  life,  describes  him  on  that  occasion, 
as    undismayed    at    unfavourable  appearances,   scorning  flight, 
leading  his  gallant  followers  into  the  thickest  of  the  batlle  ;  and, 
liy  his  valour,   and  the  influence  of  his  example,    turning  the 
fate  of  the  day,  and  saving  the  |)erson  of  his  royal  father.     He 
aftenvards  headed  an  army  against  the  British  chieftain  Owen 
(ilendwr,    whom,     in   various  rencounters,    he   defeated ;    and 
Hiialiy  terminated  the  formidable  rebellion  excited  and  conducted 
by  that  lawless  chieftain.     He  was  no  less  successful  a(;ainst  the 
Scots ;  making  inroads  into  their  country,  he  compelled  them  to 
accept  terms  of  peace,  look  hostages  for  their  future  fidelity,  and, 
with  numerous  spoils,  returned  in  triumph  to  London. 

But  so  active  a  miud  as  Henry  possessed  was  ill  adapted  fur  a 

life  of  indolence  and  case.     Having  been  removed  from  his  fa- 
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tter%  toaoeAs,  and  lOured  by  tl)e  preference  given  at  court  to 
bis  younger  brothers,  he  abandoned  himself  to  degrading  com- 
ptny ;  and,  seeking  for  copsolation  and  amuKment  in  their  scur- 
rilous wit  and  low  bufibonery,  he  broke  out  into  excesses  unbe- 
coming bis  birth,  and  usurious  to  his  reputation.  The  licen- 
tioasDCSs  of  his  conduct  has,  however*  been  greatly  CKaggerated 
by  many  of  oar  hislornns ;  and  the  representations  of  the  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  himself  and  his  companioui^  by  the  capli- 
Tatiog  bard  of  Avon,  have  tended  to  rivet  the  l>e]ief  of  such 
unsupported  accounts  in  the  mind  of  the  public.  But  Stow,  who 
appears  to  approxiowte  nearest  to  truth,  represents  his  conduct 
as  anore  the  efiect  of  folly,  than  as  proceeding  from  a  vicious 
mind ;  and  the  sudden  transition  from  his  former  irregularities  is 
latislactorily  accounted  far  by  his  biographer.  Thomas  de  £lnw 
bam.  He  represents  it  as  effected  by  the  forgivcBcss  and  bless- 
■9  Kiestowed  upon  him  by  his  father,  when  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  which  induced  him  to  reflect  on  his  past  fellies,  to  seek 
ike  pardon  of  heaven,  and  to  resolve  upon  inslaHl  amendment. 
To  which  resolution,  happily  for  himself  and  his  people,  he  ever 
after  steadily  adhered.  The  circumstances  of  the  mstantaneous* 
Bess  of  hb  transformation  are  depicted  in  a  masterly  manner  by 
jSbakspeare:-* 

**  The  conrses  of  his  yoath  pronis'd  it  not. 
The  breath  no  tooner  left  hb  Ather*!  body. 
Bat  that  his  wildness,  mortilied  in  him, 
Seem'd  to  die  too :  yea,  at  that  very  moment^ 
Consideration  like  an  angel  came. 
And  whipp'd  the  offending  Adam  ont  of  bhn ; 
Leaving  hia  body,  as  a  paradise, 
To  envelope  aad  contain  edestial  spirits 
Never  was  sach  a  sqddca  scholar  made ; 
Never  came  reformation  in  a  flood, 
With  soch  a  heady  current,  scouring  faults; 
Nor  ever  Hydra  headed  wilfiilness, 
80  soon  did  lose  his  seat,  and  all  at  once^ 
*>•.!  As  in  this  king  V 
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Tbe  first  public  proof  be  g»ve  of  the  prudent  cbangie  of  hi» 
Kntimeots  w»  the  dismisMi  of  his  dissolute  fu^ourites  and  ad^ 
btreots.  *'  After  bb  corooation,  he  called  unto  him  all  bis  young 
lords  and  eentlcmea,  that  were  the  followers  of  his  young  act% 
toevei^  one  of  whom  be  gave  rich  and  bounteous  gifts,  and  then 
commandedy  that  as  many  as  would  change  their  manneiSy  as 
bee  ioteaded  to  doe»  should  abide  witli  him  in  lus  court ;  and  to 
ail  that  would  persevere  in  tbeur  former  liglit  conversation,  ba 
gave  eapresse  commandment,  upon  |)aitt  of  their  heads,  nevet 
after  that  <ky  to  come  into  his  presence  V 

Bui  there  is  no  act  of  his  conduct  which  forms  a  more  briyiaot 

tiait  in  his  character,   and  more  strongly  indicates  how  those 

have  erred,  who  attributed  the  eccentricities  of  his  early  days  to 

tbe  natural  vicious  propensities  of  his  heart,  than  his  behavioua 

to  the  Earl  of  March.    Conscious  that  nobleman  was  the  rightfiil 

heir  to  the  crown,  yet,  instead  of  pursuing  the  narrow  policj 

which  conscious  guilt,  and  apprehensive  jealousy  have  almost  in* 

variably  adopted  on  such  occasions,  he  released  him  from  his 

confineroeol,  and  treated  him  with  such  courteous  attention  and 

affectioiiate  kindness,  that  the  noble  youth  virtually  forgot  hie 

prior  title;  from  motives  of  gratitude  served,  with  fidelity,  bis 

royal  benefactor,   and  ever  afterwards  evinced  the  most  invio^ 

Uhle  attachment.  Compassionating  the  misfortunes  of  the  Percys^ 

he  recalled  from  Scotland  tbe  son  and  heir  of  Hotspur,  who  had 

joined  the  Welsh  confederacy  against  his  father,  and  whom,  in 

pecson,   he  had  defeated  at  Shrewsbury,    aud  reinvested  that 

joung  nobleman  with  his  patrimonial  honours.     His  conduct  to* 

wards  the  memory  of  fallen  greatness  is  no  less  conspicuous. 

*'  Henry  the  Fifth,"  observes  a  judicious  writer,  '*  is  usually  ce-^ 

lebrated  only  for  his  military  prowess,  while  the  milder  qualities 

of  justice  and  humanity,  for  which  he  was  no  less  conspicuous, 

f^  lost  in  the  splendour  of  his  victorious  career.     He  condemned 

^  deposition  and  imprisonment  of  Richard,  aud  treated  all 

concerned 

*  Stow'fl  Hist  of  Britain,  p.  345. 
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concerned  in  hb  murder  as  traitors:  as  an  atonement  for  bis 
£uber's  crimes,  and  to  evince  his  own  respect  to  Richard's  me- 
mory, be  ordered  his  corpse  to  be  magnificently  interred  in 
Westminster  Abbey,  among  his  royal  ancestors,  and  attended  tlie 
funeral,  declaring,  '  that  he  mourned  as  truly  for  him,  as  if  he 
Ind  been  his  natural  father  */  " 

On  the  incidents  of  his  reign,  and  his  military  exploits,  so  ge- 
nerally known  from  the  History  of  England,  it  would  be  super^ 
fliious  to  descant ;  and  to  consider  him  as  Duke  of  Lancaster  and 
Lord  of  Monmouth  Castle,  after  those  titles,  and  the  conduct  of 
tbe  personage  who  bore  them  liad  emerged  in  royalty,  and  its  conco- 
mitant duties,  would  be  irrelevant  to  the  present  purpose :  suffice 
it  to  say,  tlie  chardcter  given  of  this  ornament  of  Monmouth,  and 
pride  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  judicious  historian.  Dr.  Henry, 
/Kcords  better  uitli  the  mass  of  historic  facts  than  tliat  written  by 
Hume.  "  Some  of  our  cntemporary  historians  have  heaped  upon 
this  prince,  with  a  liberal  but  injudicious  han,d>  ail  the  praises 
they  could  collect,  expressed  in  the  most  extravagant  and  bom- 
bastic language.  It  may,  however,  be  affirmed,  without  the 
least  exaggeration,  that  he  possessed  an  excellent  understanding, 
which  enabled  him  to  form  his  designs  with  judgment,  and  to 
choose  the  most  eiTectu-al  means,  and  favourable  seasons,  for  car- 
rying them  into  execution.  His  heart  was  warm  its  his  head  wait 
cool,  and  his  courage  equal  to  his  wisdom,  which  emboldened 
him  to  encounter  the  greatest  dangers,  and  surmount  the  greatest 
difficulties.  His  virtues  were  not  inferior  to  his  abilities,  being 
a  dutiful  son,  a  fond  parent,  an  aflectionate  brotlier,  a  steady 
and  generous  friend,  and  an  indulgent  master.  His  youthful 
excesses  proceeded  rather  from  a  redundancy  of  spirit,  than  de- 
pravity of  heart.  His  intolerance  and  severity  to  those  who  dis- 
sented from  the  established  system  of  religion,  was  the  vice  of 
tlie  age  rather  than  of  the  man.  Tlie  injustice  of  his  attempt 
to  obtain  the  crown  of  France  cannot  be  denied ;  but  the  pro- 
bability 

•  C<)\e's  IJist.  Tonr,  Ace.  p.  511. 


BtONMOUTRSHIltS.  5$ 

lability  of  its  success,  from  the  distracted  state  of  that  kiogdofo^ 
was  too  great  a  temptation  to  be  resisted  by  a  yonng,  frariike» 
and  ambitions  prince.  In  a  word,  Henry  V.  though  not  without 
his  failmgs,  merits  the  character  of  an  amiable  and  accoraplislieil 
nan»  a  great  and  good  king  **' 

The  traveller  will  naturally,  on  quitting  Monmouth,  take  « 
letrospectivc  view  of  the  town,  and  then  advert  to  tlie  objecta 
in  its  'Vicinity.  The  features  of  Monmouth,  as  seen  from  the  en- 
virons, are  singularly  picturesque  and  diversified.  In  a  point 
fnm  Tibb's  Farm,  on  the  opposite  side  of  tlie  Monnow,  it  ap- 
pears as  standing  high  on  the  semicircular  ridge  on  which  tlie 
castle  forms  a  bold  and  venerable  object.  In  another  point, 
near  Tibb's  Bridge,  the  scene  is  peculiarly  wild  and  romantic ; 
the  river  and  bridge,  form  a  fore  ground,  the  church  and  priory 
are  almost  tite  only  buildings  seen  of  the  town  through  the  um- 
brageous trees,  and  the  hills  terminate  tlie  distant  view.  From 
other  points  it  appears  as  though  situated  in  a  plain ;  while  from 
the  banks  of  the  Wye,  the  houses  seem  rising  up  the  acclivity  of 
a  hill,  like  the  seats  of  an  amphitheatre,  and  the  church  beauti- 
fully surmounting  them  with  its  lofty  and  elegant  spire. 

9 

In  the  vicinity  of  Monmouth  is  a  high  conical  hill,  called  the 
Ktmix,  which  suddenly  rises  from  the  banks  of  the  Wye  ;  and 
though  partly  situated  in  Gloucestershire,  an  account  of  it  more 
properly  arranges  with  the  description  of  the  county  now  under 
coDsideration.  A  pleasant  walk  has  been  made  to  the  summit, 
wbkfa  terminates  in  a  level  plain,  crowned  with  a  beautiful  wood, 
called  Beaulieu  Grove,  tlirough  which  vistas  have  been  cut ;  and 
at  the  extremities,  on  the  verge  of  the  declivity,  acconiniodation- 
seats  are  placed.  There  are  six  of  these  openings,  through 
which  b  presented  in  fine  perspective,  a  vast  expanse  of  rich, 
fnmd,  and  diversified  scenery ;  and  at  some  seasons  of  the  year 

the 

*  Henr>'8  History  of  Great  Britain,  Vol.  IX.  p.  74. 
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IMPesent  ^fHu,  Sir/  taid  the  marquis  (placing  his  dbiies  on  tbe 
tableX  '  with  tliat  wbicb  came  not  from  Lincoln  that  was,  nor 
■^  London  that  is,  nor  York  that  is  to  be»  but  from  Troy/    Where- 

upon the  king  smiled,  and  answered  the  marqius,  <  Truly,  my 
lord,  I  have  heard  that  com  grows  where  Troy  town  stood  ;  but 
1  never  thought,  that  there  had  gcown  any  apricots  l>efore/  *' 

But  the  gardens  of  Troy  House  were  famous  anterior  to  its 
coming  mto  the  family  of  Somerset.  For  William  Herbert,  who 
possessed  it  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  sent  two  men,  by 
the  names  of  Richards  and  Williams,  to  France  and  FUnders, 
fiir  tlie  express  |Hirpose  of  studying  horticulture,  and  importing 
cscuUsut*  vegetables  and  choice  fruit-trees*. 
.  An  historical  account  of  the  early  state  and  progress  of 
gardening,  the  changes  it  has  at  periods  undergone,  and  the  time 
and  manner  of  the  introduction  of  our  exotic,  but  cultivated  ve- 
^tables,  would  form  a  very  useful  and  hiteresting  work. 

Throw  EN,  two  miles  to  the  west,  another  ancient  mansion, 
was  built  after  tlie  plans  of  Inigo  Jones;  and  though  con- 
verted into  a  farm-house,  still  preserves  traits  of  its  ancient  splen- 
dor and  magnificence.  The  front  is  faced  with  hewn  stone,  and 
distinguished  by  a  porch  hi  the  Auglo-Grecian  style  of  architec* 
turc,  which  characterises  most  ot  the  houses  built  by  our  English 
Falladio.  This  was  the  scat  of  the  Jones  family,  descendants 
of  the  Herberts ;  which  latter  family  was  distinguislied  by  its 
multifarious  branches,  under  the  names  of  Herbert,  Powel,  Jones, 
and  Proger,  who  had  seats  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  whose 
estates  are  said  to  have  extended  from  below  Monmouth  up  to 


Won  A  STOW  Court,  situated  upon  a  rising  ground  about  a 
mile  from  Monmouth,  m  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  was  the  seat  of 
Sir  Thomas  Herbert,  knight,  great  grandson  of  William  Herbert, 
first  earl  of  Pembroke ;  and  continued  to  be  long  a  residence  of 

that 

*  M.  S.  Truman  quoted,  in  Evans's  I^ctters  on  South  Walcf,  p.  184ii 
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that  brabch  of  the  family*  TJitf  bou§e,  though  greatly  dimi- 
imbed  from  its  original  extent,  is  still  au  edifice  of  considerabk 
iixe»  and  is  an  object  worthy  of  notice,  as  a  strbcture  of  ancient 
date;  for*it  appears  to  have  been  erected  as  early  as  the  time  of 
Henry  the  Sixth.  A  few  family  portraits  are  preserred,  and  ao 
excellent  painting,  by  Romoey,  of  the  late  Mrs.  Swinnerton. 

Gbacb  DiBU  Abbbt,  in  the  parish  of  Lanmhangel  Tavar»» 
iaekf  accordbg  to  Dugdale,  was  a  small  monastery  of  tlie  Cil- 
terdan  order,  founded  by  John  of  Mannumth,  in  the  year  122^ 
and  was  destroyed  t>y  the  Welsh,  in  1233.  It  was,  however^ 
rebuilf;  for  at  the  Dissolution  it  contained  two  monks,  and  its 
annual  revenues  were  valued  at  2^1.  Is.  4d.  Leland  describes  it 
**  an  abbey  of  white  monkes,  standing  in  a  wood,  and  having  a 
rill  running  by  hit*."  The  meadows  here  are  some  of  the 
richest  in  the  county,  and  the  vicinity  is  covered  with  productive 
orchards,  the  apples  of  which  yield  au  abundance  of  excellent 
cyder.  The  present  remains  of  the  abtiey  are  insiguificaut  as 
nuns,  consisting  of  a  building  converted  into  a  barn,  in  a  dih^M* 
dated  state,  and  a  few  fragments  of  mouldering  walls* 

Landeilo  Cresseney.  In  this  parish  are  the  magnificent 
mills  of  White  Cast  lb,  which  was  called  in  old  records  Lan- 
tdlo  Castle,  This,  witli  the  fortresses  of  Scenfreth  and  Gros* 
niont,  were  raised  to  defend  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  county, 
which,  at  the  time  of  their  erection,  was  deuominated  Ovtrwent^ 
and  formed  part  of  the  possessions  of  Brian  Filz  Count,  Earl  of 
Hereford,  who  came  over  to  England  with  the  Conqueror. 
They  afterwards  successively  belonged  to  the  Cautelupes  and  the 
Braoses ;  having  been  granted  to  the  latter  in  the  time  of  Kmg 
John.  Hubert  de  Burg  next  possessed  them ;  but  he,  to  appease 
the  storm  of  court  envy,  which  he  feared  would  over\\lieIni  him, 
consented  to  give  them  up  with  another,    Haufield,  to   Khig 

Henry 

*»  •  Itinerary,  Vol.  V;  p.  t. 
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Hcory  tbe  Third*  by  wliotn  tbey  had  beea  previously  hestowed 
opoo  that  haughty,  but  unfortunate  favourite.  Subsequent  t» 
tbi^  they  formed  a  parcel  of  the  possesfiaoas  annexed  to  the 
duchy  of  Lancaster,  to  which  tbey  still  attach,  and  are  demised 
to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

The  present  remains  of  White  Castle,  situated  a  mile  and  half 
north  of  the  village  of  Landeilo,  occupy  the  ridge  of  an  emi- 
BCBce,  and  are  surrounded  by  a  deep  foss  or  moat,  2S6  yards  in 
drcumfereuce.  The  walls  are  of  considerable  thickness,  and 
ihced  with  hewn  stone,  of  a  brown  colour.  The  figure  is  of  an 
irregular  oblong  shape,  resembling  an  oval.  The  works,  which 
Ml  partly  straight  and  partly  curvilinear,  are  strengthened  with 
fix  round  towers,  standing  without  the  walls,  and  were  so  contrived 
•s  to  resist  a  siege,  ewn  after  the  loss  of  the  inner  court.  ••  The 
principal  entrance  is  towards  the  north :  it  consists  of  a  gateway, 
which  was  defended  by  a  portcullis  and  drawbridge,  flanked  by 
two  high  massive  towers ;  there  is  another  entrance  to  the  aoutb- 
west,  on  the  opposite  side  V  Some  vestiges  of  apartments  may  be 
s^^  •  but  the  greater  portion  of  the  area  is  covered  with  grass 
and  weeits,  cropped  by  the  cattle  that  find  shelter  here  in  hot  or 
stormy  weather.  No  appearance  of  windows  can  be  found  in 
the  external  walls,  which  are  merely  pierced  with  oiellets,  for  the 
shooting  arrows  at  the  besiegers.  The  length  of  the  area  b  145 
feet,  and  the  greatest  breadth  1061."  Outside  the  foss,  and  be- 
fore  tlie  princi|ial  entrance,  arc  the  remains  of  a  barbacan,  that 
formed  a  kind  of  t^te  du  pont  to  the  castle,  with  which  it  was 
connected.  The  walls  of  this  out-work  were  very  thick, 
flanked  also  by  several  towers,  and  encompassed  by  a  deep  foss. 
To  the  south  are  vestiges  of  other  out  works;  but  obscured 
with  brumblcd  and  briars.  "  The  massive  remains  of  this  castle, 
tlie  height  of  the  lowenj,  the  extent  of  the  out-works,  the  depth 

of 

•  Cox***  Hist.  Tour,  Scc.  p.  327.  t  IWd. 

IRn  helglit  of  the  most  perfect  tower  is  not  less  than  60  feet ;  the 
if  thonioat  is  fh>m  14  to  18  feet,  and  the  breadth  from  40  to  70.* 
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of  the  fom^  imKcate  a  place  of  considenible  strength  and  impor-^ 
tanoe ;  which  probably  insured,  fof  jereral  ages,  the  dominion  of 
this  part  of  the  country.    From  the  style  of  the  architecture,  it 
appears  to  have  licen  constructed  either  before  the  conquest,  or 
at  the  latest,  in  the  early  times  of  the  Norman  era  V    If,  how- 
ever, a  comparison  be  made  between  Ihe  style  and  form  of  the 
buflding,  including  other  cmnimstances  attendant  on  this  fortress, 
with  those  of  other  nmilar  edifices  at  the  early  Norman  period, 
all  ideas  of  its  Norman  origm  will  vanish.    And  if  it  be  com- 
pared again  with  the  few  specimens  of  military  architecture  among 
the  Britons,  still  visible  m  Wales,  the  declivous  site,  the  form, 
the  massive  circular  towers,  the  atnence  of  windows,  and  oth# 
pmats,  will  preponderate  in  favour  of  its  being  a  British  structure. 
The  mutilated  and  imperfect  state  in  which  British  history  has 
hitherto  been  transmitted  to  us,  has  cast  a  veil  of  obscurity  over 
diis  interesting  subject :  yet  whoever  will  minutely  view  the  ruins 
of  Landeilo  castle,  and  attentively  weigh  tlie  arguments  addured 
by  Mr.  King,  in  hb  treatise  on  ancient  castles,  must  be  con- 
stiaincd  to  refer  its  erection  to  a  period  anterior  to  the  Norman 
conquest.     Numerous  are  the  instances,  wliere   the  autiquity 
t>f  fortresaes  has  merged    in    less  antiquated  description ;   and 
where  those  who  repaired,  improved,  or  added  to  such  buildings 
hare  been  erroneously  slated  as  the  original  founders;  and  the 
transmutation  of  names  has  given  facility  to  such  anachronisms. 
Dm  barbican  is  evidently  a  more  recent  work  than  the  castle ; 
ami  from  its  ante-mural  square  towers,  is,  with  great  probability, 
rdimed  to  the  era  in  question.     In  ancient  documents  it  is  called 
Cutetf  Bitnmch,  or  Blanch,  and  Whyt  Castle,  and  in  Latin  re- 
cords^ Album  Castrum.   Probably  it  had  previously  been  denomi- 
Mted  by  the  Welsh  Cariell  Gwyn,  of  which  White  Castle  is  a 
lilnal  mterpretation.     History  appears  to  sanction  this  opinion. 
It  b  mentioned  under  the  name  of  Castell  Gwyn,  when  belong- 
in^to  William  deBraose,  Lord  of  Abergavenny,  who  flourished 
VoL.XL— Aug.  I8O9.  E  in 

*  CoxcPS  Hist  Toar,  p.  328. 
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in  the  reigo  of  Hetiry  the  Second :  and  tbb  name  it  is  said  tu 
have  derived  from  Sir  Gwyn  ap  Gwaiddvoed,  or  Gwaithvoed  * 
its  possessor  at  tlic  time  of  the  Norman  iuvasioD%  On  the  banish- 
ment of  the  above-mentioned  William  Braose,  Castell  Gwyn  was 
taken  by  the  Welsh,  and  retaken  from  them  again  by  the  troops 
under  Reginald  his  son ;  and  the  possession,  confirmed  to  Wil- 
liam Braose,  son  of  Reginald,  was  afterwards  seized  by  Henry 
the  Third,  and  annexed,  as  previously  noticed,  to  the  duchy  of 
Lancaster.  After  witnessing  many  of  the  struggles  between  the 
contentious  parlies  under  the  two  roses,  it  subsisted  after  their 
union ;  for  it  was  not  even  demolished  in  the  time  of  Henry  the 
j^ghth.  Leland  says,  '*This  castle  staudeth  on  a  hill,  and  is 
drye  moted ;  it  is  made  almost  of  great  slate  stone,  and  is  the 
greatest  of  the  three,**  that  is  this,  Scenfreth,  and  Grosmont, 
both  of  which,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  are  thus  described  by 
konestold  Churchyard: — 

''  Three  castles  fayre  are  in  a  goodly  ground, 

Grosmont  is  one,  on  bill  it  biiilded  was ; 

Skenfreth  the  next,  in  vailcy  is  it  found, 

The  soil  about  for  pleasure  (here  doth  passe. 

fi^hit  Castle  is  the  third,  of  worthy  fame, 

The  conntrey  there  dotli  beare  Wliit  Castle's  name  t, 

A  stately  seate,  a  lofty  princely  place, 

Whose  bcautic  gives  the  simple  soyles  some  grace  J." 

Subsequent 

*  Gwaitlivoed,  Prince  of  Cardigan,  by  a  ri{;ht  derived  from  his  mater- 
ual  descent,  died  in  the  yeai- 1057.  He  left  eight  sons,  of  whom  Cadwor 
Vawr,  the  eldest,  was  ancestor  of  Uie  Morgans.  His  sixth  son,  Bach, 
was  Lord  of  Scenfieth,  and  his  sevcuth  son  was  this  Sir  Gwyn  ap  Gwaith- 
voed :  his  arras  were  per  pale  gules  and  aznre,  a  lion  rampant,  or,  sup- 
porting a  tree  proper.  From  a  manuscript  in  the  posseiision  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Pistill,  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Coxc,  in  his  Historical  Tour,  &c. 
note  to  p.  326, 

t  H'tnt,  a  corruption  of  Gwmt,  is  supposed  to  be  derived  not  from 
gwyn,  white;  but  from  Gwyn,  the  prioce  of  the  country,  as  MorganuM* 
took  the  name  fr«m  its  prince,  Morgan. 

t  Worthiues  of  Wales,  p.  no. 


MONMOVTHSHIKE.  6? 

Subsequeot  to  this  its  dilapidation  must  have  been  rapid ;  for 
in  tik  reign  of  James  the  First  it  is  presented  as  <<  ruinous,  and 
in  decay,  time  out  of  niind." 

The  Church  of  Landeilo-Cresseney  is  a  large  handsome  stone 
structure,  in  tiie  pointed  style,  having  its  tower  surmounted  by  a 
lofty  spire,  covered  with  sliin<;Ies.  The  lalter  forms  a  striking  olbject 
from  every  part  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  stands  upon  an 
artificial  mound  of  earth,  Jhat  forms  part  of  an  entrenched  camp, 
extending  into  the  pleasure  grounds  belonging  to  Landeilo 
HousB,  formerly  the  scat  of  the  Powils,  descendants  of  Uie 
Herberts,  but  now  of  Richard  Lewis,  Esq.  by  whose  father, 
John  Lewis,  the  present  mansion,  a  handsome  and  couvenieiir 
modem  edifice,  was  erected. 

About    &ve  miles    to    the  north-east    of  Lantair,    id  the 
W4d  from  Monmouth  to  Hereford,  stands  the  small  village  of 
Newcastle,  which  derives  its  name  from  some  fortress  oiice 
erected  here,  no  traces  of  which  remam,  except  a  tumuhis,  sur- 
rounded by  a  foss,  about  300  feet  in  circumference,  and  vestiges 
of  entrenchments ;  but  on  its  history,  even  tradition  observes  the 
most  profound  silence.     Humble  as  this  village  is,  the  inhabi- 
tants attach  considerable  importance  to  the  place.     Men,  natu- 
Hilly  fond  of  consequence,   where  realities  calculated  to  afford 
celebrity  are  wanting,  never  fail  attempting  to  obtain  it  by  ima- 
ginary |)eculiarities  and  ideal  greatness ;  and  for  tiiis  they  wander 
without  themselves,  endeavouring  to  extract  it  from  tbt>ir  ap- 
proximations  to  rank  and  fortune,  or  their  contiguity  to  remark- 
able, singular,  and  interesting  objects:  a  desire  which  is  alike 
the  source  of  vanity  among  the  higher  circles,  as  it  is  of  the  de- 
sire to  propagate  the  marvellous  among  the  lower  classes ;  and 
wbile  pride  stretches  out  a  fostering  hand  to  the  one,  supersti- 
tioD  proves  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  the  other.  The  tumulus,  or  bar- 
row, at  Newcastle,  is  supposed  to  be  the  haunt  of  troubled  spirits, 
wbo  come  again,  desirous  of  making  retribution  fos  the  mischiefi 
£  2  occasioned 
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occaQioned  by  the  flagiancy  of  their  past  actions.  And  an  asi' 
cient  oak,  of  a  lemariiable  axe,  is  said  to  be  the  rendezToii» 
of  elfine  spirits,  who,  beneath  its  patulous  shade,  wanton  m 
their  noctiiimal  revels.  Tlie  tree  is  consequently  considered  a» 
under  the  sacred  protection  of  the  fairy  tribe : — 

And  mimeroiu  ffls  await  the  wretched  wight, 

Who  dare  these  ttamadryads  rouse  to  ire.  ^ 

A  Yariely  of  acddenti  and  nusfortunes  are  recounted  to  have 
happened  to  persons  who,  witfi  profane  touch,  have  ventured  to 
shew  their  incredulity.  The  lower  part  of  the  trunk  of  this  tree, 
Vhich  has  given  rise  to  as  many  legendary  tales  as  Heame's  oak, 
in  Windsor  forest,  mentioned  by  Shakespeare  in  his  Merry  Wive» 
of  Windsor,  measures  twenty-seven  leet  in  girth ;  and  the  amazing 
extent  of  the  boughs,  and  its  pendulous,  contorted,  and  con- 
volute branches,  give  it  a  fantastic  and  interesting  appearance. 
But  it  has  long  been  hollow,  and  is  fast  going  to  decay ;  **  one 
of  the  largest  branches,  broken  off  by  a  violent  storm  of  wind, 
yielded  fifteen  car-loads  of  fire-wood  *,*'  Not  only  has  the  oak 
its  fairies,  and  the  tumulus  its  spirits,  but  a  ffynon  vawr,  or  sa- 
cred fountain,  is  also  under  miraculous  protection.  At  the  dis* 
tance  of  about  half  a  mile  from  the  viHage,  a  spring,  issuing 
from  a  wooded  bill,  forms  a  well,  where  issues  a  salutiferous- 
stream,  whose  waters  are  infallible  for  the  cure  of  most  disorders, 
jf  the  tradition  of  the  neighbourhood  be  entitled  to  credit. 

ScBNFRETH  Castlb,  situated  m  the  small  village  of  Seen- 
freth,  and  which  gives  name  to  the  hundred,  is  about  three 
miles  dbtant  from  Newcastle*  to  the  north  of  the  Monmouth 
road,  and  a  little  to  the  left  of  tliat  leading  from  Abergavenny  to 
Ross.  This  fortress  has  seldom  been  visited  by  travellers,  from 
the  sequestered  spot,  environed  by  hills,  in  which  it  stands  on 
the  banks  of  the  Monnow;   the  difficulty  of  access  by  car* 

riages 

*  Coxe»R  Hist,  Tonr,  Ac.  p.  332. 
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or  hones,  from  the  iDtolenible  ftate  of  the  road,  whicb, 
is  almost  impassable,  although  subject  to  a  turnpike 
toil ;  and  also  from  the  little  notice  which  has  been  taken  of  ft 
in  historic  records.  Connected  with  Landeilo  and  Orosmont 
Castles,  and  subsequent  to  tlie  Norman  invasion,  geoendly  pos- 
aeased  bv  the  same  person,  its  name  does  not  frequently  occur; 
and  its  history  merges  in  that  of  the  former  fortresses,  becoming, 
with  them,  jp^reA  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  to  winch  it  now 
lieiongs.  Thb  strong  hold,  destitute  of  outworks,  and  mcon- 
•iderable  in  site,  is  of  the  simplest  eonstmction ;  Its  area,  form- 
ing a  trapeiium,  is  merely  sanounded  by  a  strong  curtain  wall^ 
iankrd  with  a  drcular  tower  at  each  angle,  and  one  of  inferior  di- 
menskms  on  the  side  liidng  the  yilhige.  Mr,  Coxe  hnaghies  there 
wiijtA  hh?e  been  an  entrance  near  a  mound  of  earth,  TMible  on  tlie 
MMth  side.  In  the  towers  the  apertures  are  merely  oeillets  for 
the  discluu^  of  arrows*  Nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  area,  which 
is  l6o  foet  in  length,  by  174  in  the  broadest,  and  84  in  the  nar* 
rowcst  part,  stands,  on  a  small  artificial  mount,  another  circular 
tower,  but  without  the  least  appearance  of  its  ever  having  had  a 
fois  or  drawbridge;  the  entrance  is  broken  away,  but  tbe  re- 
maining windows  enhibtt  circular  heads.  The  whole  contour  of 
this  building  indicates,  that  it  must  have  been  a  British  structure ; 
for  the  style  of  architecture  places  it  anterior  to  the  Norman 
period ;  and  it  is  probably  tbe  most  ancient  fortress  in  Mon- 
mouthshire. Scenfreth  Castle  was  intended  for  the  defence  of 
the  river,  or  to  secure  the  defiles  of  the  adjacent  mountains. 
Bach,  sixth  son  of  Cadwer  ap  Gwaitlivoed,  ur  Cadivor  Vawr, 
abeady  noticed,  is  stated,  by  Enderbie,  to  have  been  Lord  of 
Scenfreth,  at  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror^s  coming  to  tbe 
crown  of  England,  and  that  it  was  wrested  from  the  Welsh 
Iffince  by  the  Norman  chieftains.  Its  fate  afterwards  followed 
that  of  the  castles  of  Landeib  and  Grosmont.  In  the  time  of 
Henry  the  Eighth*  Leland  *  describes  it  as  nearly  perfect ;  and 

£  3  supposes 

•  Itinerary,  YsL  IV.  p.  176. 
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supposes  that  the  river  formerly  flowed  round  the  walls.  It  was 
rafted  by  an  inquisitioQ  made  in  the  time  of  James  the  First, 
as  "  ruinous  and  decayed  time  out  of  the  memory  of  man/' 

Proceeding  up  the  rich  romantic  valley,  which  winds  along  the 
south  side  of  the  meandering  and  murmuring  Monnow,  the  tra- 
'  Teller  arrives  at  Grosmont.  The  country  between  Scenfrelh 
and  tiiis  place  is  exceedingly  romantic.  "  The  continuance  of 
our  journey  to  Grosmont/'  observes  a  respectable  tourist,  "  wan- 
dering in  an  irriguous  valley,  among  bye  lanes,  that  were 
scarcely  passable,  although  it  proved  very  tedious  in  travelling, 
afforded  us  a  succession  of  the  most  pleasing  retired  scenes  ima- 
ginable. On  our  right,  a  diversity  of  swells  and  hollows,  vari- 
ously clad  in  wild  woods,  or  cultivation,  extended  throughout 
our  ride,  where  the  lively  and  transparent  Monoow,  iUumined  by 

*'  The  noon-tide  beam, 
tHiich  sparkling  dances  od  the  trembling  stream," 

«erpenti2ed  its  current  in  endless  variety.  Immediately  on  our 
leA,  the  Graig,  a  huge  solitary  mountain,  reared  its  towering 
sides  from  the  lowlands,  in  uncontended  majesty,  and  accom- 
panied our  road  to  the  pleasing  little  village  of  Grosmont*." 
Though  at  present  an  assemblage  of  small  cottages,  this  place  was 
formerly  of  more  importance ;  and  what  b  singular,  is  at  present 
governed  by  a  mayor  and  burgesses.  According  to  tradition, 
it  once  formed  a  town  of  considerable  extent,  and  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  a  market,  which  was  usually  held  at  the  foot  of  the 
Graig.  This  is  rendered  probable  by  the  numerous  causeways, 
which,  raised  high,  still  diverge  from  it  in  different  directions, 
and  though  much  dilapidated,  are  at  present  in  many  places 
from  nine  to  twelve  feet  broad.  These  are  formed  of  very  large 
stones,  laid  one  over  another  ;  and  in  the  memory  of  some  of  the 
inhabitants,  other  roads  of  a  similar  construction  existed,  which 

have 

^  Barber's  Tour  throagfaoQt  South  Wales  and  Momnoathshirc,  p.  294, 
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have  been  demolislted  for  th£  nke  of  the  materials.  II  is  tbooglit 
tint  these  were  streets,  flanked  with  numerous  bouses,  io  tbe 
flourishing  state  of  Grosmont. 

Tbe  Ckureh  liespeaks  tbe  former  consequence  of  the  place : 
for  il  if  a  large  handsome  stmcture,  in  the  pointed  style,  with  an 
scfi^mia/ tower;  a  singular  thing  for  this  part  of  the  country. 
Tbe  iMMly  of  the  church  is  built  after  tlie  cathedral  fashion,  in 
form  of  a  Ronnm  cross,  consbthig  of  a  nave,  with  two  ailes,  a 
transept,  and  a  chancel.  But  what  this  village  has  chiefly  to  l>oast, 
is  the  fine  ruin  of  its  ancient  and  famous  Castlk.  Tlie  histoir 
of  this  fortress,  sul>sequent  to  the  Norman  conquest,  is  princi- 
pally comprised  in  those  of  Landeilo  and  Scenfreth,  excepting  two 
events^  particulariy  connected  with  it,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Third.  It  was  invested  by  the  Welsh  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Prince  Llewelyn ;  iHit  before  he  could  take  it,  "  the 
king  came,"  says  Lambarde,  "with  a  great  army,  to  raise  the 
siege,  whereof  as  sone  as  the  Welshman  had  understandinge. 
they  saved  their  lives  by  their  legges  ♦."  In  a  subsequent  expe- 
dition, which  the  king  undertook  to  chastise  the  insolence  of 
Richard  Marshal,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  who,  to  avoid  the  king's 
resentment,  had  put  himself  under  the  proteclion  of  Llewelyn,  the 
Webb  succeede<l  in  cutting  off  the  provisions  of  the  royal  army, 
and  obliged  the  king  to  retreat  to  Grosmont,  and  encamp  his  army 
io  the  vicinity  of  the  castle.  While  waiting  here  for  supplies,  a 
ptrty  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  by  a  rapid  movement,  surprised  the 
ro3fal  troops  while  asleep  in  the  trenches,  and  carried  off  much 
booty,  viz.  five  hundred  horses,  many  waggons  loaded  with  bag- 
gage, provisions,  &c.  and  much  treasure.  Grosmont  Castle 
nems  to  have  been  a  favourite  residence  of  tlie  £arls  of  Lancas- 
ter; and  Henry,  grandson  of  Exlmund  Crouchback,  was  sur- 
mmed  Grumoni,  or  Grosmont,  from  having  been  born  at  this 
plare. 

The  state  of  the  building  is  thus  described  by  Leland,  in  the 

£  4  time 
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time  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  **  The  castle  of  Gronemouiit  stand-* 
eth  a  3  miles  above  Skenfrith,  on  the  right  band  of  ilf<me,  secun^ 
dum  decursum  Jluvii,  halfe  a  mile  from  the  ripe.  It  standeth 
strongly  on  a  rocke,  or  hill,  drye  ditched,  and  a  villagae  of  the 
same  name  by  it.  Most  part  of  the  castle  walls  yet  stand  ^J* 
In  the  reign  of  James  the  First,  it  was  described,  by  a  jury,  to 
be  in  a  dilapidated  state. 

The  present  ruins  occupy  the  summit  of  a  swelling  eminence 
oear  the  village,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  Monnow.  The 
pile  is  not  large,  but  the  remains  are  ^well  disposed  as  a  ruin ;  and 
the  fragments  of  ivy-clad  walls,  accompanied  by  numerous  shrubs, 
and  the  parts  impending  over  the  precipitous  banks  of  the  river, 
tufted  with  a  grove  of  wide-spreading  oaks,  give  the  whole  a  pic- 
turesque and  interesting  appearance.  The  form  of  the  structure 
is  irregular,  which  appears  to  have  arisen  from  the  various  addi- 
tions made  at  different  times  to  the  orig'mal  building,  particu- 
larly while  it  was  a  residence  of  the  Lancastrian  earls ;  and  con- 
^erable  remains  exhibit  the  style  of  architecture  prevalent  at 
that  period.  The  present  ruins  stand  on  a  ridge  above  the 
moat,  which  includes  an  area  of  about  1 10  feet  in  length,  by 
70  in  breadth.  The  principal  entrance  to  it  is  by  a  gateway, 
with  a  pointed  arch ;  and  the  remaining  doorways  and  windows, 
the  forms  of  which  can  be  traced,  are  of  a  similar  style.  On  the 
right  of  the  chief  entrance,  is  a  spacious  apartment,  measuring 
eighty  feet  by  twenty-seven,  having  three  windows  on  one  side, 
and  two  at  each  end :  this  was  probably  the  grand  baronial  hall. 
But  from  some  portions  of  circular  massive  towers,  and  other 
foundations,  it  is  conjectured  this  fortress  was  nearly  coeval  with 
that  of  Sceufreth ;  though  Mr.  Coxe  thinks,  "  the  whole  ap- 
pearance of  the  remains  fully  proves,  that  it  was  constructed  at  an 
era  much  posterior  to  Sceufreth  and  White  Castles  f."  The 
main  building  was  strengthened  by  various  outworks  to  the  south- 
cast,  of  which  some  vestiges  of  the  barbican  may  yet  be  traced, 

and  of  entrenchments  to  the  south. 

John 
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John  of  Kbht,  tb«  hno  of  tins  part  of  the  country,  it  sup- 
posed to  iMve  been  cither  n  native,  or  nearly  connected  with  the 
ioteiata  of  this  pkoe.  A  series  of  extraordinary  tales,  respecting 
fajai,  are  oniformly  in  the  months  of  old  and  young,  and  serve 
to  begnile  the  winter  evenings  of  the  village  inhabitants.  But  it 
would  be  irksoBie  to  recount  the  strange  achievements  of  this 
Monmouth  necromancer ;  a  thousand  reputed  instances  are  ad* 
daoed  of  his  magical  skill  and  supernatural  power,  which  would 
hr  eclipse,  in  wonderful  fame,  the  exploits  of  Baron  Munchau- 
sen. A  service  which  he  performed  for  the  lienetit  of  this  dis* 
triet,  for,  according  to  legendary  story,  the  devil  can  become  m 
bene&ctor  at  times,  will  ever  endear  his  memory  among  the  in* 
habitants  of  Grosmont.  This  was  constructing  the  bridge  over 
the  Mounow,  by  his  demoniacal  ageucy,  in  one  night  It  is 
still  called  John  of  Kent's  Bridge.  The  tradition  states,  that  he 
was  a  domestic  in  the  f4mily  of  Scudamore,  who  then  resided  at 
Kentcfauroh  House,  in  the  adjoining  parbb  of  Kentchurch,  on 
the  Herefordshire  side  of  the  river,  which  station  became  the 
fcene  of  his  marvellous  feats ;  and  a  cellar  is  still  shewn  there  as 
the  stable  where  hb  horses  were  kept,  steeds  of  no  mean  cele* 
brity,  of  more  than  Pegasean  pedigree;  for  they  could  not  only 
outstrip  the  wind,  but  traverse  the  air  with  a  speed  only  to  be 
equalled  by  Lapland  witches.  Like  Dr.  Faustus,  to  obtain  these 
astonishing  gifts  and  abilities,  he  made  a  league  with  the  devil ; 
but  more  wary  than  the  doctor  in  drawing  up  the  form  of  the 
ecunpact,  he  outwitted  his  Satanic  majesty,  by  evading  the  terms 
of  the  covenant.  Having  sold  the  reversionary  interest  of  both 
body  and  soul,  if  buried  within  or  without  the  church,  he  escaped 
the  consequence  of  such  stipulation,  by  being  interred  under  the 
ihwrch  wali.  And  an  old  tomb-stone,  in  the  church-yard  of 
Grosmont,  near  the  east  wall  of  the  chancel,  without  any  inscrip- 

tk>o,  is  shewn  as  his  monument*. 

Much 

*  A  prevailiog  tradition  is,  that  an  old  wizard,  disguised  in  a  shepherd's 
habit,  ODce  frequented  Kentchurch  House,  and  roamed  about  the  neigh* 
hovbood  of  GrosnK>nt.    His  remains  are  said  to  be  buried  under  the  stone 

called 
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Much  doubt  4ias  been  entertained,  who  or  what  this  extaordi- 
nary  and  mysterious  person  was.  Some  have  supposed  that  be 
was  a  bard  of  Owen  Qlyndwr,  who,  aAer  the  complete  defeat  of 
that  formidable  chieAain,  accompanied  bira  in  his  flight,  and  took 
refuge  with  Ihe  Cambrian  hero  under  tlie  roof  of  his  son-in-law, 
Scudamore,  at  Keotchurch  House,  Others,  with  more  probabi- 
lity, suppose  he  was  the  John  of  Kent,  Gwent,  or  Went,  a  Fran- 
ciflcan  friar,  thus  mentioned  by  Leland.  **  He  was  bred  in  Wales, 
and  so  ardently  followed  the  most  celebrated  schools  of  the  Fran- 
ciscans at  Oxford,  and  made  such  improvements  in  profound 
learning,  that  he  was  the  wonder  of  all  his  religious  brethren*." 
According  to  tlie  Antiquities  of  the  £nglisb  Franciscans,  he  was 
provincial  minister  of  that  order  in  England ;  wrote  many  pious 
and  learned  works,  an:!  died  in  1348 ;  and  it  is  recorded  of  him, 
in  the  catalogue  of  the  provincial  ministers,  that  "  brother  John 
Went,  doctor  of  Oxford,  who  wrought  miracles  in  his  life-time, 
lies  at  Hereford."  A  I^tin  translation  of  the  Bible,  on  vellum, 
either  made  or  copied  by  him,  was  in  possession  of  the  family  at 
Kentchurch ;  but  has  long  been  mislaid  or  lost.  His  portrait, 
painted  in  oil,  is  still  preserved,  from  which  an  engraving  has 
been  made,  and  re-engraved  for  Mr.  Cuxe's  Tour. 

The  learned  author  of  the  Welsh  Dictionary,  Mr.  William 
Owen,  differs  in  opinion  from  most  writers  on  this  subject. 
*'  John  of  Kent,"  he  observes,  **  was  a  favourite  poet  among  tlic 
Welsh;  a>.d  there  is  scarcely  a  Welsh  MS.  which  does  not  contain 
aome  of  his  pieces.  He  may  be  classed  likewise  among  the  early 
and  eminent  Lollards,'  as  his  writings  are  filled  with  doctrines 

hostile 

called  John  of  Rentes  lomb.  This  person  w»j«  probably  Owen  Olyndwr, 
who  is  reported  to  have  taken  shelter  at  the  house  of  his  son-in-law ;  but 
wbo»  at  that  period,  is  stated  to  have  resided  at  Momington.  After  his 
he  is  known  to  have  escaped,  habited  as  a  shepherd,  and  he  might 
1  iltiffed  to  this  seqoestered  spot,  and  been  privately  interred  here, 
IHIl  My  ai^  have  been  afterwards  removed,  or  a  cenoUph  erected 
I  aoMfy  in  another  place. 

*  De  Scriptoribas  Britamiieis,  p.  376. 
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hodile  to  the  Roman  Catliolic  religion.  His  boldness,  in  con- 
signing sucb  opinions  to  writing,  would  have  exposed  him  to 
greal  danger*  bad  be  used  a  language  more  easily  understood. 
It  is  difficult  to  give  a  catalogue  of  all  liis  works.^.  Mr.  Owen, 
bowever,  enumeiates,  from  the  index  of  manuscripts  belonging  to 
the  Webb  School,  thirty*nine  treatises  upon  various  subjects,  and 
supposes  the  author  flourished  between  the  years  136o  and  1430. 
Bat  the  bard  and  the  conjuror,  the  poet  and  the  philosopher,  art 
distinct  characters ;  the  talents  calculated  to  form  each  are  essen- 
tially different,  and  rarely  to  be  found  united  in  the  same  person. 
Probability  favours  the  opmion,  that  the  poetical  John  of  GwaU, 
and  the  mathematical  John  of  Kent^  were  different  persons,  who, 
living  in  the  same  age,  and  being  both  distinguished  for  their  at- 
tainments, were  easily  confounded  in  the  mingling  repertory  of 
andenl  tradition. 


ABERGAVENNY  HUNDRED 

Comprises  a  highly  diversified  tract  of  country,  where  hills  and 
vallies,  rivers  and  streams,  display  an  endless  variety  of  features ; 
and  exhibit  to  the  traveller,  almost  at  every  turn,  the  delightful 
contrasts  of  picturesque  wildness  and  luxuriant  fertility.  Bounded 
on  the  north  by  Herefordshire,  it  participates  in  the  richness  of 
that  fruitful  county ;  and  on  the  west,  by  the  county  of  Brecon, 
it  assimilates  with  the  abrupt  character  of  that  rugged  district; 
on  the  south  and  south-west  it  comprises  a  portion  of  the  mining 
country,  which,  while  it  adds  to  the  diversity,  tends  to  increase 
the  wealth  of  the  province.  This  hundred  is  watered  by  the 
rivers  Blonnow,  Usk,  and  Gavenny,  with  numerous  minor  streams* 
and  though   an  alpine  district,   abounding  in  jublime  scenery, 

can 
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can  be  equalled  by  fe^^  in  the  goodness  of  the  soil,   or  the  vmtue 
of  its  productions. 

The  HIGHER  DIVISION  cofitains  the  parishes  of  Aberystwith, 
9ifire,  LanrUtRt  Lanfoist,  Langattock,  LanhilHh,  or  L^nhyd- 
*l,  Lanover  Higher,  Lnnover  Lower,  Lanmnfread,  Ljanttait- 
iitgiddrn,  Laninhangd,  Lanwfnarth  Ultra,  AlamMiad,  TVruf- 
in*  Churehside  and  Poolside.  fn  the  loweb  division f 
is  the  town  of  Abergmvnntff  including  llie  hamlels  of  Hard- 
wick  and  Loyndee;  and  the  [Irishes  of  Cwmi/o^  Upper,  Ctrmyojf 
Lower,  Lanarth,  Lnngaitork  Ltngoed,  iMnthtwy-^yiheTcb, 
Z^fi/Aeu^'SkirriJ,  LantUHo-Pnthnley  Ultra  ct  Citra,  Laneapiey 
Lanvftkfrine,  LancUianget  Crucorney,  Lanwenartk  Cilm,  and 
Old  Custh. 

At  the  distance  of  three  miles  from  LangwaI,  where  was  an 
alien  Priort/  of  black  monks,  a  cell  to  the  abbey  of  Lira  in 
Normandy,  is  the  site  of  tlie  ancient  fortified  encampment,  called 
Campstcn  HilL  From  Roman  coins  having  been  dug  up  here, 
Harris  hastily  concluded  it  to  have  been  formed  by  the  Romans ; 
but  no  lines  of  circuntvallatiou  are  now  traceable  to  ct>ufirm  or 
refute  such  conjecture.  Tlie  summit  of  the  hill  is  a  level  plain, 
excavated  almost  entirely  over  by  digging  for  stone,  Campston 
House,  occupied  by  a  farmer,  is  reported  to  have  once  aBTorded 
an  asylum  to  Charles  the  First,  when  that  unfortunate  monarch 
was  endeavouring  to  rc£,'am  the  alienated  affections  of  his  dbloyal 
subjects ;  but  in  the  Iter  Carol  urn,  wliich  decribes  his  progresa^ 
it  is  only  obsened,  that  he  dined  there. 

Hert 


I 

I 
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•  The  town  of  Pontypo&l  is  in  this  paj  iih. 

t  Tlie  overneera  of  the  parish  of  Old  Castle,  in  their  retam  of  Poor,  &c, 
to  parfiament,  remark,  thdt  "  notwithstanding  tljis  divifiittn  tnntjiins  the 
fieeond  town  in  the  county,  and  many  parishes  and  bamlcta,  not  *ny  ma- 
filtrate  lus  resided  io  It  during  the  last  eigliteeo  months.'* 


t  Tanner  calls  it  Lankywanj  or  Langwyn. 
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Here  ooromeoces  the  mouiitatiious  tract  of  country,  which 
ikirtiiig  Herefordshire  on  the  north,  and  the  town  of  Aberga- 
fony  on  the  south,  extends  into  Brecknockshire,  tod  teraninatca 
ia  CaeBBarthcBsfaire.  A  chain  of  mountains  would  be  an  in- 
accmate  description  of  the  eferations  of  this  dbtrict :  they  coi^ 
ast  of  an  alpine  concatenation  of  contracted  and  extended  chaus, 
isolated  mountains,  sharp  ridges,  and  abrupt  crags.  The  greal 
noontainoiis  line  from  the  north  on  the  frontiers  of  Herefoidshhfe, 
■id  from  the  north-west,  out  of  Brecknockshire,  extends  soutb- 
to  Abergavenny;  and  the  lofty  hill,  called  the  Ckur,  at  the 
of  Monmouthshire,  from  the  north-west,  forms  the 
centre.  From  the  foot  of  the  Gaer  ascends  an  oblong-shaped, 
barren  mountain,  named  the  Brytutro;  opposite  to  which,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  road,  rises  the  Skyrrid-vawr,  with  its  bifurcated 
sonmrity  accompanied  by  the  Skyrrid-vach.  To  the  south  of  the 
Biynaro^  overlookiag  the  town  of  Abergavenny,  are  the  Deny 
aad  RMen  hills,  separated  only  by  a  narrow  dingle:  to  these 
socceed  the  hills  of  Lanwenarth,  which  form  a  natural  terrace, 
tenninated  by  craig  Lanwenarth,  and  surmounted  by  the  conical 
kill,  from  its  shape  denominated  the  Sugar-loaf,  To  the  north 
of  the  Brynaro  stretches,  hi  a  north-westerly  direction,  the  mast 
ef  dark-looking  heath-clad  hills,  denominated,  from  their  gloomy 
appearance,  the  BUck  Mountains,  and  the  Hatterel  Hills,  sepa* 
rated  irom  the  Gaer  and  an  elevated  tract  of  the  Fothog,  by  the 
river  Honddy.    On  the  side  of  one  of  these  is  the  village  of 

Old-Castlb,  where  Gale  and  Stukeley  fix  the  Roman  sta- 
tion, Blestimmj  of  the  Itinerary.  Near  the  church  are  slight 
vestiges  of  areolar  entrenchments ;  but  from  these  no  clue  can 
be  formed  to  ascertain  the  era  of  their  construction.  This  and 
several  other  encampments  in  the  vicinity,  of  which  traces  yet 
remain,  were  probably  formed  by  the  Romans  to  defend  the  road 
between  the  two  stations,  Gobannium  and  Magna,  Abergavenny 
and  Kcnchester  ;  as  the  road  ran  in  thb  direction,  passing  by 
Oldcastle,  from  Lanvihangeito  Longtown. 

Oldcastle 
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Oldcastle  is  famous  for  giving  birlh  to  that  eminent,  early 
ecclesiastical  reformer,  the  abettor  of  WicklifTe,  and  defender  of 
the  persecuted  Lollards,  Sir  John  Oldcastle,  Lord  Cob- 
ham.  He  was  styled  by  Horace  Walpole,  *'  the  first  author,  as 
well  as  the  iirst  martyr,  among  our  nobility."  His  early  youth, 
and  some  portion  of  his  matured  life,  prognosticated  little,  either 
of  the  good  or  the  great.  The  companion  of  prince  Henry, 
afterwards  King  Henry  the  FifUi,  he  manifested  the  same  disso- 
lute turn,  and  displayed  similar  traits  of  abandoned  character  to 
those  exhibited  by  tlie  prince.  But  on  bis  royal  associate  ascending 
the  throne,  and  having  made  the  resolution  which  has  been  previ- 
ously noticed,  to  discard  such  of  his  companions  as  should  persist 
in  their  vicious  course  of  life.  Sir  John,  with  a  few  others,  were 
induced  to  reflect  on  and  correct  their  past  conduct.  In  him 
reflection  produced  couviction  of  error,  aud,  like  bis  master,  he 
was  aroused  to  a  sense  of  virtue  and  religion.  A  man  of  great 
talents  and  high  spirit,  aud  having  embraced  the  reformed  prin- 
ciples of  religious  doctrine  denominated  Lollardism,  his  zeal  was 
ardent  and  conscpicous  ;  but  in  the  heat  of  opposiug  intoleraiicy, 
he  on  some  occasions  betrayed  an  intolerant  spirit  in  himself, 
whidi  brought  down  upon  him  the  pcrsecutmg  vengeance  of  the 
hieramliy,  and  outraged  even  the  liberal  mind  of  the  monarch 
io  far,  as  to  induce  him  to  refuse  tlie  shield  of  royal  protection. 
Cobham  was  accused  of  heresy,  convicted,  condemned,  and 
executed.  At  the  slake  he  manifested  that  courage  for  which, 
during  his  whole  life,  he  had  been  so  eminent ;  and  was  doubtless 
confirmed  by  a  consciousness  of  innocence,  and  a  persuasion  of 
truth.  Walsingham,  aud  others,  have  related  a  singular  instance 
of  enthusiasm,  which  he  evinced  in  his  dying  moments,  viz.  re- 
questing, if  he  should  rise  from  the  dead,  like  the  Saviour,  on 
the  third  day,  that  a  general  amnesty  and  toleration  should  be 
granted  to  tlie  Lollards.  But  his  natural  powers,  the  principles 
he  had  espoused,  the  doctrines  he  professed,  aud  his  dying  intre- 
pidity, all  combine  to  refute  such  a  stigma ;  and  to  shew  that  the 
darkness  of  the  colouring  betrays  the  pencil  of  an  enemy.     His 

martyrdom 
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maiXytdom  fornu  an  emiueut  epoch  iu  the  Eogiish  church ;  for 
Uk  Refornuitiou,  like  a  phoeuix,  sprung  from  hi:>  asiies. 

Id  the  deep  recesses  of  Uie  Black  MouDtains  is  the  narroir 
secluded  Fale  of  EwioM,  through  which,  variously  meandering, 
flows  the  river  Honddy.  As  the  vale  is  inaccessible  to  carriages^ 
it  has  bad  few  visitors  comparatively  with  otiier  parts  of  tiie 
county.  Tbt  approach  to  it  is  not  difficult  on  horseback ;  but 
its  romantic  beauties  appear  with  the  most  advantage  to  the  pe- 
destrian traveller,  who,  leaving  the  hollow  road,  traverses  the 
6elds  above  the  precipitous  and  rugged  banks  of  the  Honddy. 
This  singular  And  celebrated  spot  is  described  by  Gy  raid  us  Cam- 
brensb,  as  it  appeared  to  him  in  the  twelfth  century.  "  A  deep 
valley,  quiet  for  contempUtion,  and  retired  for  conversation  with 
the  Almighty:  here  the  sorrowful  complaints  of  the  oppressed  do 
not  disquiet,  or  the  mad  contentions  of  the  froward  do  not  dis- 
turb ;  but  a  calm  peace  and  perfect  charity  invite  to  holy  religion. 
But  why  do  I  describe  the  situation  of  the  phice,  when  all  things 
are  so  much  changed  sigce  the  pristine  establishment?  The 
broken  rocks  were  traversed  by  herds  of  wild  and  swift-footed 
animab* :  these  rocks  surrounded  and  darkened  the  valley ;  for 
they  were  crowned  witli  tall  towering  trees,  which  yielded  a  de- 
lightful prospect  at  a  great  distance  to  all  beholders,  both  by  sea 
and  laud.  The  middle  of  the  valley,  although  clothed  with 
wood,  and  sunk  into  a  narrow  and  deep  abyss,  was  sometimes 
disturbed  by  a  strong  blightiug  wind,  and  at  other  times  ob- 
scured with  dark  clouds  and  violent  rains,  incommoded  with 
severe  frosts^  or  heaped  up  with  snow,  whilst  in  other  places 
there  was  a  mild  and  gentle  air.  The  large  and  plentiful  springs 
from  the  neighbouring  mountams,  fell  with  a  pleasant  murmur 
into  a  liver  in  the  midst  of  the  valley,  abounding  with  fish. 

Sometimes, 

*  Thoit  were  deer  and  goats.  The  former,  in  a  wild  state,  once 
tboonded  in  Wales.  In  the  laws  of  Hoel  Dha,  prices  were  put  upon 
Tniou  amouds,  for  theporposesof  josticc;  and  a  roebuck  was  valued  at 
tbe  BUM  sum  as  a  she-goat.    Leges  Wallics,  S58. 
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Someliiites,  afler  great  rains,  wiiicli  were  extremely  freijucnt,  the 
flootis,  impatient  of  constraint^  inundated  tiie  ncielibouring 
places,  overturning  rocks  and  tearing  up  trees  by  the  roots. 
Tliese  spacious  mountains,  however,  contained  fruitful  pastures, 
and  rich  meadows  for  feeding  cattle,  which  compensated  for, the 
barrenness  of  other  imrts,  and  made  amends  for  the  want  of 
com.  Tlie  air,  though  thick,  was  healthful,  and  preserved  the 
inltabitanis  to  an  extreme  old  age ;  but  the  people  were  savage, 
without  religion,  vagabonds,  and  addicted  to  stealth :  they  had 
no  settled  abode,  and  removed  as  wind  and  weather  inclined 
them  •." 

In  this  natural  amphitheatre,  surrounded  by  bleak  and  lofty 
mountains,  which  seem  to  exclude  all  intercourse  with  the  world, 
are    the  ruins   of    the    once    large    celebrated   monastery   of 

Ll  ANT  HO  N  Y  ABBEY.  It  was  Called  by  tlie  inhabitants  JUan-f- 
Devi-Nant-Honddy,  that  is,  St.  David's  Church,  in  the  vale  of 
the  Honddy.  Leiand  observes,  "  Nanthonddye,  a  priori  of  blake 
chanons,  standith  iu  the  vale  of  Ewias,  xiiii  miles  from  Breke* 
nok.  But  it  is  another  Honddye  then  that,  that  cummith  to 
Brekenok.  Tliis  priori  was  fair,  and  stood  betwixt  ii  great 
liillest".  Respectin|r  the  time  of  its  erection,  and  the  original 
founders,  some  confusion  has  arisen,  from  the  contradictory  ac- 
counts given  by  different  writers  upon  the  subject. 

"Among  the  Hattercil  Hills,  which  rising  like  a  chair,  are 
called  Muuith  Cader,  stands  the  ancient  abbey  of  Lanthony, 
founded  by  Walter  Lacy,  to  whom  William,  Earl  of  Hereford, 

gave 

*  Iter  Cambriae. 

tlioM,  in  Briti!ib,!<i{^ii(ics  an  iiiclosurn.    In  composition,  and  when  post 
fixed  to  another  word,  it  is  written  with  a  sioj^le  L :  as  Perlan,  an  orchard , 
C'orlan,  a  shcepfoUl ;  and  having  been  particularly  applied  to  places  aji- 
propriated  for  sacred  uses,  it  deiiote!>,  through  tfau  part  of  the  kiogdon,  a 
chnrch  or  chapel. 

X  Ilin.  Vol.  V.  p.  f,'». 
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pive  lauds  liere;  aiid  from  wbuni  descended  the  Lacies,  who 
figured  among  the  first  conquerors  of  Ireland  V 

Another  writer  asserts,  that  this  abbey  was  (bunded  by  Ervistus, 
a  priest,  and  William,  a  soldier,  who  were  retainers  of  Henry 
Lacy,  Earl  of  Herefoitl.  Tliese  two  became  bermiti,  and  deter- 
mined to  lead  a  life  of  seclusion  and  austerity.  Tliey  at  first 
would  take  only  a  benevolence  of  tbeir  |mtron  to  erect  a  suwll 
church,  which  they  conunenoed  in  the  year  1 108 ;  but  afterwards. 
Ervistus,  influenced  by  the  advice  of  Anselm,  archbbhop  of  Can- 
terbury, persuaded  his  companion  to  convert  their  asylum,  by  the 
lenerous  assistance  of  benefactors,  into  a  convent  for  regular 
canons  of  the  Augustine  order. 

The  foUowmg  particuhurs  are  derived  from  an  account  of  the 
foundation  and  history  of  the  abbey  f;  and  from  the  observations 
of  Gyraldus  Cambrensis.  The  uncle  of  King  Arthur,  St.  David, 
the  tituhr  saint  of  Wales,  seceding  from  the  cares  and  bustle  of 
the  world,  chose  thu  wild  and  secluded  spot  as  tlie  scene  of  his 
devotioiMil  reUrement  Here  he  built  a  small  chapel  and  hermit- 
s' ;  but  subsequent  to  his  death  the  cell  was  untenanted,  and 
tiie  pfau:e  unfrequented  for  centuries.  In  the  time  of  William 
Rufiis,  Hugh  de  Laci,  a  Norman  baron,  in  the  course  of  hunt- 
ing, pursued  the  deer  into  this  valley  ;  and  whilst  resting  iiiiiiself 
after  the  fatigues  of  the  chase  with  his  companions  in  the  hunt, 
William,  one  of  his  retainers,  discovering  the  ruined  chapel  of 
St.  David,  suddenly  experienced  an  enthusiastic  desire  to  lead  a 
religious  hfe ;  and  strongly  impressed  with  the  wilduess  of  the 
■ceneiy  and  sanctity  of  tlie  place,  quitted  liis  military  career,  wmI 
here  devoted  his  future  life  to  the  service  of  God. 

After  he  had  passed  a  few  years  in  this  solitude,  and  obtained 
iievotional  celebrity,  Emesi,  chaplain  to  Maud,  consort  of  King 
Henry  the  First,  was  induced  to  join  William  as  an  associate  in 

Vol.  XI.— Aug.  I8O9.  F  retirement. 

^  *  Britannia.    Gougb**  edit.  Vol.  II.  p.  477. 

t  It  ii  paUiibed  in  Dogdale'a  Monastacun,  aad  a  traoslAtioB  b  givea  in 
AtkyiTfe  Hbtory  of  Glonccstenhin. 
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fctiremeot    By  their  combined  efforts  a  small  chapel  was  erected^ 
and  consecrated  by  Urban,  the  diocesan,  and  Rameline,  bishop  of 
Hereford,  in  the  yearllOS.and  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptist. 
At  the  request  of  Emesi,  soon  after,  Hugh  de  Lad,  earl  of  Here- 
ford»  founded  a  priory  for  regular  canons  of  the  Aiigustme  order, 
dedicated  it  to  the  same  saint  as  the  chapel  had  previously  been* 
and  Emesi  became  the  prior.    Henry  the  First  and  his  queeo  were 
benefiMrtors;   and  thus  patroniaed,  the  new  monastery  qui<Uy 
was  &med  for  extraordinary  sanctity,  and  both  donations  and 
bequests  rapidly  multiplied.    At  first,  the  numerous  offers  were 
r^ected  by  the  prior  and  bis  pious  brethren,  with  the  declaration, 
that  they  had  determined  to  die  poor  in  the  house  of  €rod.     But 
this  reluctance  having  been  overcome  by  the  intreaties  of  Qneea 
Maud,   extensive  buildings  were  erected,    and  the  conventual 
church  constmcted,  which  Oyraldus  describes  as  a  good  building, 
having  the  roof  vaulted  with  stone,  and  covered  with  lead.    The 
prosperity  of  the  establishment,  however,  was  but  of  short  dura- 
tion.   On  the  death  of  Heury  the  First,  the  wars  between  Ste« 
phen  and  the  Empress  Maud  extended  their  balefol  influence 
even  to  this  sequestered  spot :  the  monks  were  grossly  insulted 
and  pillaged  by  the  Welsh,  who  seized  the  opportunity  of  mani- 
festing their  inveterate  hatred  for  the  English.     In  this  dbtress, 
the  monks  applied  to  their  prior,  who  at  that  time  was  Robert 
de  Betune,  bishop  of  Hereford ;  he  compassionating  their  suffer- 
ings, by  the  assistance  of  Melo  de  Laci,  aud  his  own  liberal 
donations,  enabled  them  to  erect  a  new  monastery  at  a  place 
called  Hyde,  near  Gloucester;  which  was  consecrated  by  the 
bishops  of  Worcester  aud  Hereford,  in  the  year  1136.     This, 
after  the  original  house,  was  called  La  nt  ho  NT,  which  name 
the  ruins  still  bear.    The  new  monastery  was  at  first  allowed  only 
as  a  cell  to  tlie  one  in  the  Vale  of  Ewias ;  but  having  been  en- 
dowed with  large  possessions  by  Melo  and  King  John,  soon  arose 
into  celebrity  and  splendour.     Delighted  with   their  new   and 
luxuriant  situation,  the  monks  forgot  tlieir  seat  in  the  mountains ; 
and  not  only  refused  to  return,  as  stipulated  m  their  engage- 
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BteDlSy  but  demanded  for  tbe  subsecjuent  establishment  pre-emi'> 
nence  oi  rank  over  the  jnother  church.  Tiie  latter  was  pillaged 
aud  stripped  of  its  valuubles  to  euricli  tbe  former^  and  converted 
into  a  bouse  of  correction  for  their  refractory  monks.  This  deso- 
lated state  of  tbe  abbey  in  tbe  Vale  of  Eivias»  it  is  said,  induced 
Ediirard  tbe  Fourth  to  unite  tbe  two  monasteries  by  charter*, 
making  at  tbe  same  time  tbe  one  at  Gloucester,  ibe  abbey,  and 
tbe  other,  a  cell  to  it ;  and  obliged  the  monks  of  the  principal 
bouse  to  maintain  a  residentiary  prior  and  four  canons.  It  has, 
however,  been  a  subject  of  doubt  with  some  writers,  whether 
this  union  was  ever  effected ;  and  this  dubiosity  is  supported  by 
the  fact,  that  tbe  annual  revenues  at  tbe  Dissolution  were  sepa- 
rately valued:  the  one  near  Gloucester  at  6481.  l^s.  lid.;  and 
this  in  Monmouthshire  at  71I.  3s.  2d.,  according  to  Dugdale; 
but  according  to  S|)eed's  estimate,  tbe  former  at  7481.  Os.  1  l^d. 
tfaebtterat  112l.  Is.  5d.  Tbe  site  was  granted  to  Richard  Arnold, 
aud  came  into  tbe  possession  of  tbe  Oxford  funiily,  by  Auditor 
Harley  having  purchased  it  of  the  grantee :  it  is  at  present  tbe 
property  of  Waller  Lander,  Esq. 

Little  now  remains  of  this  ancient  monastery  but  the  ruins  of 
its  conventual  church.  In  the  additions  to  Oough's  Camden,  it 
is  stated,  tliat  the  present  edifice  is  not  the  original  church  be- 
longing to  the  abbey,  but  of  later  date.  The  church,  however, 
was  evidently  constructed  soon  aAer  the  introduction  ot'  the 
pomted  style,  and  previous  to  its  general  adoption  ;  for  both  that 
and  the  circular  are  exemplified  in  this  structure,  and  appear  to 
have  entered  into  the  original  plan.  It  was  built  cruciform,  like 
a  cathedral,  and  though  not  upon  the  grandest  scale,  was  admi- 
rably proportioned.  '*  The  length,  from  the  western  door  to  the 
eastern  extremity,  is  212  feet;  and  the  breadth,  including  the 
two  ailes,  50 ;  tbe  length  of  tbe  tranbept,  from  north  to  south, 
100*."    The  wJiole  building  is  in  a  v%iy  dibipiJated  state,  and 

F2  the 

•  See^Beauties,  Vol.  V.  p.  565. 

t  Coxe*!  Hist  Tour,  211. 
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Uie  roof  entirely  fiiUen  jn»  The  choir  is  entirely  down,  «xwpt  u 
small  yrdti  of  the  nortli  wdtl,  ami  a  fnigiiieiit  of  ihe  ^uth,  coti- 
laiiMiii;  a  circii1ar>heacled  doorway*  leading  into  a  side  aite.  f  ii 
the  ceutrt-  rose  a  haiidsonie  sijuare  massy  lower,  supported  by 
four  bold  pointed  arches,  opeiiin";  fiilo  the  choir,  nave,  an<l  tran- 
5e]»ls.  Of  this,  two  sidi's  only  remain,  the  windows  of  which 
have  circular  heads.  The  wall  of  the  south  aile  ii  completely 
down,  To  the  south,  of  the  transept  h  a  sniall  cha)M;l  in  the 
pointed  btyle,  with  a  groined  roof;  and  beyoiifl  this  an  ohlong 
roonr,  which  wa.%  prot>ah]y  Ihe  cha|»ler-bonse.  The  nave  consti- 
tutes the  princi|Msl  part  of  the  niin :  it  was  se|)aruted  from  the 
collateral  aile.*i  by  ei^^ht  |>ointeil  arches  on  a  Mde,  re^lin;^  dm 
*impIy-constructed  colnuniii*  Above  a  strai;^lit  fascia  was  another 
tier  of  circular  arches.  Various  retiiaiui  of  fra^iuent^  of  broken 
walls  and  fonndatimis  are  •^litl  traceable  in  the  vicinity;  and  a 
line  arch,  in  u  buihlin^  Ujied  as  a  barn,  to  the  w^i^t  of  the  church, 
probably  once  formed  an  entrance  gateway  to  llie  abbey.  The 
character  of  this  ruin  cousi.^is  in  tlic  great  and  solid,  as  that  of 
Tinterii  Abbey  does  in  the  li^ht  aud  beauliful ;  but  these  present 
a  different  iipptarance  from  most  other  ruins  of  this  description^ 
No  clinging  Irtidrils  of  ivy  cover  its  mussy  fragmeuts,no  aged  yews 
add  gloom  to  its  venerabilily ;  the  few  plants  aud  shrubs  wliicb 
spring  from  Ihe  crevices,  or  fringe  the  margin  of  its  walls,  tend 
to  conceal  no  part  of  the  building:  nakeil  and  grand,  it  partakes 
of  .tlie  chaniclcr  of  iJie  surrounding  scenery*  The  brown  and 
yvllow  tints  imparted  by  time  to  the  originally  grey-coloured 
stone,  prodnce  a  pleasing  cft'ecl.  Tl>e  breadth  of  the  massive 
lower,  the  jagged  angles  of  the  tottering  wall»»  relieved  by  the 
fiiottntaiuQns  sceiurry  in  the  b;ick  grounds,  aided  by  the  con- 
trusted  liteuriiie&s  of  the  vale  iu  which  it  stands,  give  the  whole 
a  character  of  inagiiificeut  simplicity. 

The  mini*  of  this  veuirable  abbey,  with  the  grand  natural  fea- 
tures of  the  surrounding  hitb,  have  conspired  to  render  this  spot 
|H!cutiarly  attractivt;  and  interesting  to  arti»ts,  aod  to  tourists  io 
general     U«  artificial  beauties,  however,  are  nearly  destroyed  i  as 
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the  present  proprietor  of  the  estate  lias  directed  many  alterations 
to  be  made  in  the  ruins,  and  fitted  up  some  parts  for  babita* 
tion*. 

On  the  rigiit  of  the  road,  proceeding  from  Laiithony  towards 
Abergavenny,  in  one  of  those  attractive  little  vallies,  which  open 
into  the  vale  of  the  Usk,  and  form  conductors  of  the  mountain 
torrents,  at  a  small  distance  from  the  Grunjf,  rises  a  hill  called 
the  Gaerf ;  an  acclivous,  ruggpd,  stony  road,  winds  up  to  tlie 
summit,  which  is  crowned  with  an  ancient  encmmpment.  Near  it 
is  a  Roman  road,  which  led  from  Abergavenny  to  another  and 
larger  fortified  pott,  denominated  the  Gaer,  near  Brecknock, 
which  Strange  and  Harris  supposed  was  the  station  Magna,  in 
the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus. 

About  four  miles  snuth-east  of  the  Gaer  is 

Lanvihanglb  Crucornbt,  or  properly  Cruewnwy;  in 
the  vicinity  of  which  is  an  ohl  mansion,  formerly  the  seat  of  tlie 
Arnolds,  one  of  whom  sold  it  to  Auditor  Harley,  and  is  at  pre- 
lent  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  The  house  is  occupied 
by  a  fiumier,  and  contains  only  some  antiquated  furniture  and  a 
few  family  pictures;  but  the  surrounding  groves  of  venerable 
oaks,  and  wide-spieading  Spanish  chesnuts,  with  the  noble  ave- 
nues of  Scotch  firs,  supposed  to  l>e  the  largest  and  finest  in 
South  Britain,  are  well  worthy  the  traveller's  notice ;  as  is  also 
the  peculiarly  fine  effect  produced  by  the  gaping  mountain,  called 
the  Skyrri0-¥AWR,  situated  a  sn>all  distance  from  tlie  hoiiiie. 
This  mountain,  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Landewi  Skyrrid,  is  a 
singular  geological  pliOBnonienon.    It  is  isolated,  rising  abruptly 

F3  from 

*  In  Hemme  and  Byrne^  Antiqnities  are  two  fine  views  of  the  ruins  of 
cbc  Abbey  Charch ;  and  in  the  present  volame  is  a  view  of  the  Tower,  &e. 
from  a  sketch  by  Dayes. 

t  Caer,  pronounced  Gmtr^  in  British,  itgnifies  a  fortified  place;  and 
figaratively,  a  city.  Many  places  in  Wales,  and  four  in  this  connty,  are 
distinj;;iiished  liy  that  appellation. 
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from  iKe  phin :  the  Bortb-eaiterD  lide  b  a  ridge,  of  a  Irarren 
nmet  hue ;  towardt  the  toolb  the  declivity  is  less ;  aiid  towards 
the  bottom  terminates  in  a  geotle  cultivated  slope.  The  base  is 
ornamented  virith  wood,  and  enriched  with  luiuriant  corn-fields 
and  pastures;  which  form  a  giatifying  contrast  to  the  brown 
and  dark  aspect  of  ils  summit,  covered  with  heath  and  ling. 
Seen  in  different  directioos,  it  assumes  a  variety  of  forms :  from 
one  point  it  seems  like  a  large  long  barrow ;  from  another  it  ap- 
pears globular ;  from  others  like  a  truncated  cone.  Tlie  north- 
eastern e&tremity  b  the  highest  part  of  the  mountain ;  and  its 
height,  accordmg  to  the  barometrical  admeasurement  of  General 
Roy,  b  1498  feet.  On  thb  spot  formerly  stood  a  small  chapel, 
the  site  of  which  is  traceable  in  a  circular  hollow ;  but  no  vestiges 
of  the  building  remains.  Tlie  chapel  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mi- 
chael, whence  the  hill  is  denominated  St.  Michaefs  Mount.  It 
b  at  times  the  scene  of  superstitious  folly.  Tlie  catholic,  and 
ignorant  persons  among  the  lower  classes,  anmially  repair,  on 
Micliaelmas  Eve,  to  pay  their  devoirs  to  the  saint,  and  still  con- 
nder  the  soil  as  sacred ;  quantities  of  which  they  carry  away 
to  strew  over  the  coffins  and  graves  of  their  deceased  friends. 
Formerly  it  was  considered  as  endued  with  miraculous  efficacy 
for  the  curing  of  certain  diseases ;  but  the  age  of  such  gross 
blindness,  it  is  hoped,  for  ever  is  past.  The  view  from  the 
summit  is  extensive,  and  peculiarly  grand  and  diversified,  em- 
bracing a  vast  expanse  of  country.  But  the  most  remarkable 
circunistunce  attendant  on  this  mountaui  is,  that  whence  it  de- 
rives the  appellation  of  Skyrrid-rawr*,  the  great  rent  or  frac' 
iure.  By  some  convulsion,  or  plastic  process  of  nature,  a  crack 
has  been  made,  which  divides  the  mountain  into  two  unequal 
parts.  The  fissure  presents  itself  to  the  beholder  from  the  west 
or  north-west,  like  an  enormous  chasm,  separating  two  moun- 
tains, whose  jagged  sides  and  craggy  impending  summits  seem  to 

vie 

*  Some  have  supposed  the  name  to  be  a  corruptioB  of  the  Britisb  word 
ysgtjridy  roiijE^ ;  but  ttn  more  proliable  derivatioB  is  from  ytgifmudy  i.  e.  «<v 
parations  or  fissures,  from  the  verb  ytgv,  to  separate,  divide,  &c. 
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fie  kk  heigbt;  md  to  stmd  as  mab  for  nigged  bcaaty,  **  bibwtite^ 
like  PuBattus."  TIm  bottom  of  the  chasm,  which  is  near  three 
hvadred  feet  in  breadth,  it  strewed  with  huge  iragmeots  of  rodi« 
broken,  it  is  supposed,  by  the  tremendous  crash.  The  rude  side 
of  the  larger  portion  rises  perpendicular,  like  a  wall,  to  a  great 
aad  diEEy  height ;  and  the  opposite  portion  b  equally  perpendi- 
oafaVt  but  less  elevated :  the  western  side  of  this  crag  is  comr 
pklelj  overbang  with  underwood,  which  forms  a  pleasing  cod- 
ttast  with  the  bare  and  broken  sur&ce  of  the  parent  mountain. 
Various  have  been  the  coqjectnres  respecting  the  cause  of  this- 
horrid  yawning  chasm.  Ignorance,  ever  ready  to  cut  tlie  knot 
il  is  unable  to  untie ;  and  credulity,  as  ready  to  credit  the  sor*' 
■ises  of  superstitiont  have  trumped  up  the  legendary  story,  that 
the  mountain  was  rent  asunder  by  the  earthquake  nhicli  hap* 
pcned  at  the  cmcifision  of  the  Saviour :  hence  it  has  obtained 
the  appeUation  of  Holsf  MomU,  a  name  under  which  it  is  best 
known  among  the  iohabitauts  of  the  county.  Speaking  of  the 
smaller  divisioii,  Mr.  Coae  observes,  **  At  some  distance  it  a|H 
pears  like  an  enormous  fragment,  separated  from  the  mouDtaiBr 
Its  shape*  and  the  strata  of  the  rock,  resemble  that  part  of  the 
Skyirid  from  which  it  seems  to  have  been  detached ;  but  a  nearer 
riew  convinced  me,  that  it  never  could  have  fallen  from  the 
sammiL  Many  similar  fissures  I  observed  in  the  Alps,  and  they 
ue  common  in  mouotaioous  regions.  The  frequent  springs, 
ooang  through  the  interstices  of  the  rocks,  uodenniue  the  foun- 
dation; and  the  vast  masses,  thus  deprived  of  support,  either 
sink,  or  are  separated  from  each  other,  till  by  degrees  great 
diasms  are  formed,  and .  the  mountain  seems  to  have  been  rent 
nunder*.'* 

A  doubt  cannot  be  entertained,  that  great  alterations  have 
tiken  place  on  the  terraqueous  globe,  subsequent  to  its  formation, 
by  means  of  water ;  and  that  even  fractures  in  mountauis  have  be^ 
occasioned,  and  dislocations  of  their  parts  resulted,  from  the  agency 
of  thu  powerful  element.    By  its  various  capacities  of  impetus 
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and  €\|>aiisIon,  multifarious  are  the  plietiamena  prodiiCf<1,  twhicli 
in  ac^s  of  ii;rvoranee  were  altributed  to  infernal  inlerfereivce ; 
and  Ju  fillies  lest  enlighteiicrl  than  the  present,  have  been  sut>* 
jeeH  of  superstitious  consternation.  To  llib  is  attrilnitable  lb* 
removal  of  the  irnuiensc  stones  from  a  meadow,  called  the  Wer- 
gin**,  in  the  year  16,5*2:  the  pro*'rrssioii  of  Marelej' Hill,  in 
J569t;  and  the  attempt  at  embarkation  made  by  a  fann,  cal- 
led PitJands  in  the  I»le  of  Wight,  in  the  >ear  I799h  These» 
called  /findsfips  in  EnglamJ,  are  oocai^ioned  by  sodden  frosts  and 
thaws  or  ^reat  accnnudations  of  water.  In  Wal«t  they  more 
frequently  happen,  and  to  a  prealer  extent.  "  A  phenomenon, 
called  Dnear  dorr,  or  rending  of  the  earth,  is  freqnent  amid 
these  mountains.  It  is  occasioned  by  <)nanlilies  of  water,  collected 
dtiriiig  the  rainy  season»  in  cavities  on  the  sides  of  tbe  niountaint; 
ttiis  coKertion,  in  time,  becomes  so  ronHiderahle,  as  to  burst 
through  liie  surface  or  shell,  and  carries  fragments  of  rock*,  ^c* 
into  the  vale  below.  By  this  lar^^e  hillocks  are  removed  from 
their  place,  and  Bonietiines  Iiavndtys  swept  away.  This  it  ob- 
serveit  to  hap|)cii  ctuiiug  thundn  «((trm9^*\ 

Bitl  these  pbenomeua  are  very  different  from  ihc  Sk^rrid  Vawrt 
as  the  eifeets  are  dissimilar,  the  causes  cannot  be  tbe  same. 
Such  geological  eccentricities  must  be  referred  to  that  ^rand  and 
interesting  period,  wlieu  the  globe,  disrupted,  dashed  in  pieces, 
and  overwhelmed  by  the  waters  of  tbe  deluge,  ha^l  its  shattered 
parts  replaced,  its  scattered  particles,  mixed  in  the  powerful  sul- 

vent. 


*  "  Between  Sulton  ind  Hereford,  in  a  common  mcaduw,  called  the 
Wergins,  where  were  placed  two  large  stones  for  a  water  murk,  one  erect- 
ed nprii^ht,  and  the-  otlier  laid  athwart.  In  the  civil  wars,  atiortt  th«  year 
\6b%  they  were  removed  to  «bo«t  twelve  score  paces  di^tiint'e,  and  n<»- 
l^y  knew  how  \  which  f^ve  ucc&sion  to  a  common  opinion^  that  they 
^ere  ^j^rricd  thither  by  lite  devil,  Wheji  ttiey  were  aci  in  tticir  placea 
««;ain,  one  of  them  required  nine  yoke  of  oxen  to  draw  it," — Tour  through 
the  whole  Island  of  Great  Britain,  VoU  II.  Letter  3.  p,  75. 

t  Sec  Branticd,  Vol.  VI.  p.  h9U        X  See  Beauties,  Vol.  VI.  p.  400. 

$  Cvaotf**  ll^etters,  written  during  a  Tour  throii|!h  North  Walen,  p.  199. 
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^ealk,  coUcelcd  Md  reunited,  and  by  the  power  oi  idheitaii  and 
it  experienced  a  complete  re-formation.  On  the 
of  the  wa&r%  when  the  exhaling  power  of  the  tun^ 
began  to  act  npon  the  moantainous  aecomulations  of  iliwy  inat*» 
ter»  the  aaddcn  rarelactioo  and  expansion  of  the  aqueous  particles 
wonid  oecMion  nmneroas  rents  and  fissures*  in  figure  and  magni* 
tode  proportionate  to  the  inflnence  of  tlie  exhaling  power,  and 
the  coUateiml  difiereuoe  of  adhesive  attraction  in  the  adjacent  parts. 
Finniea*  ihns  produced  on  a  minute  scale,  are  obvious  every  day ; 
and  such  apparently  was  the  canse  which  effected  the  Skyrrid 
Vawr. 

Tlie  Sktbbid  Vach,  or  LUtie  Skyrrid,  is  a  beautiful  swell* 
iag  lull,  risng  to  the  height  of  765  feet,  richly  luxuriant  in  wood 
and  pasture ;  and  from  the  form,  and  the  fertility  of  its  iqipear* 
tnee,  it  finely  contrasts  with  the  russet  hue,  nigged  aspect,  and 
aaggy  ridge  of  the  Skyrrid  Vawr.  To  the  south  it  opens  to  a 
fine  display  of  the  rich  and  delightful  vale  of  Usk,  bounded  by 
the  vast  expanse  of  the  Bristol  Channel.  The  views  from  the' 
Great  Skyrrid,  and  other  mountains,  are  more  extentive  and 
taUinie ;  but  the  scenes  from  this  arc  the  most  delightfiil  of  my 
in  Ifeomonthshire. 

**  Skyrrid!  rememb'rance  thy  lov'd  acene  renews; 
Fancy  yet  lioi^ng  on  thy  verdant  brow, 
Beholds  around  the  lengthen'd  landscape  glow ; 

Which  chami'd,  when  late  the  day-beams'  parting  hues 
Parpled  the  distant  cliff.** 

About  five  miles  to  tlie  west,  directly  opposite  the  Skyrrid», 
ate  the  UoMwenatih,  or  Pen-y-Vale  Hilit,  These  are  four 
dttioeaces,  which  ap|)ear  at  a  distance  to  be  separate  mountains, 
iMit  on  a  nearer  view  they  are  found  to  be  connected,  aud  only 
islerwcted  by  narrow  dingles,  down  which  small  streams  hurry 
tbeir  waters  to  the  Usk.  Each  has  a  distinct  appellation,  the 
Deny,  the  Rolben,  Graig  Llanweoirth,  and  Llanwenartli  Hill. 

Upon 
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Upon  tb€  exteasive  baw  of  Uieae  sUuds  Pm-^twi/^*/ from  iU 
shape  denoniiaatcil  lii€  Sugar-loaf^  a  cooiciil  einmence  arbing 
from  the  suitinilt  of  t)]«  riilge,  which  from  some  points  app«ar« 
globutsr,  but  on  the  e;uten}  side  assumes  the  %ure  of  ft  pyra* 
mid ;  and  when  capped  with  clouds,  looks  not  unlike  the  crater 
of  a  volcano.  The  height  of  tJiis  elevated  point  is  1862  feel  per- 
pendicular, trora  the  level  taken  by  General  Roy,  at  the  moutli 
of  the  Gavenny.  Notwithstanding  this  height,  the  inountaiii»  Mr.- 
CoKe  observes,  is  accessibie  without  much  fatigue  or  diliiciilty ; 
and  be  recommends  travetlers,  who  wish  to  obtaiti  the  grand  and 
lovely  prospect  from  its  summit*  lo  ascend  by  the  Derry  from  tlie 
Hereford  road,  and  to  descend  on  the  sitle  of  the  Eolhen.  •'  The 
sides  of  the  mountain  are  covered  with  heath,  wbortle-berrieSr 
and  moss,  to  the  height  of  a  foot,  which  renders  the  ascent  so 
extrentf ly  easyj  Uiat  a  light  carriage  migbi  be  driven  to  the  base 
of  the  cone,  not  more  than  one  hundred  puces  from  the  summit, 
I  dismounted  near  a  rock  which  emerges  from  the  side  of  the 
ridge,  forming  a  natural  wall,  and  reached  the  lop  without  llie 
smalicit  diJbcuily.  This  elevated  point,  which  crowns  the  sutn- 
mit  of  the  four  hillsj  is  an  insulated  ridge,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  length,  imd  two  hundred  yards  in  breadth^  with  broken 
crags  starling  up  amid  the  ntosa  and  heath  with  which  it  is  co* 
vered.  The  view  from  this  |K)int  is  magnificent,  extensive,  and 
diversiiied.  It  commands  the  counties  of  Radnor,  Salop,  Breck- 
nock, Monmouth,  Glamorgan,  Hereford,  Worcester,  Glou- 
cester, Somerset,  and  Wilts  f/' 

Here,  toward  the  south,  tlie  mountain^  which  graduaPy  swell- 


« 


•  Pm-y-fotlf  of  which  Pen-y-vale  b  supposed  a  corruption,  aignilics  the 
barrtn  top,  Mr.  Owen  obser\'ef,  that  r«/^  out  of  cooAtruction,  would  be 
6<i/,  the  common  term  for  a  iugvr-t^Hf/,  Bot  with  due  deference  ta  such 
an  authofilv,  might  it  not  have  beeu  pfn-^-irtffcA,  the  guperior  emmntee,  wtiicb 
the  English,  tumble  lo  |*ronuuact:  iLie  Welsh  icutlerid  sound  of  chf  would 
naturally  call  Peji'^-val.  The  oamc  wb»  given  loiig  before  sogar-loavcs 
were  probably  knoiAJi. 


t  C«xe'i  Hitt.  Tonr,  p.  195. 
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iag  Iron  the  vale  cni  loiiie  sides,  atid  abruptly  on  otben,  ndting 
tbe  eiinmu  of  wildness  and  fertility^  and  interesting  from  thai' 
coatrasled  fonns  and  diversity  of  appearance.  Seem  suddenly  to 
terrainate ;  and  tbeir  expansive  bases  approximating,  descend  to 
a  finely  wooded  country.  In  this  delightful  spot,  where  the  Ga- 
veaoy  flows  into  the  Usk,  stands  tbe  town  of 


ABERGAVENNY, 

ocenpies  a  g^tle  slope  at  the  foot  of  the  Derry,  6n  the  north 
bank  of  the  Usfc,  where  that  river  is  joined  by  tbe  Gavenny,  which 
skirts  tbe  CMlem  side  of  tbe  town ;  and  from  this  confluence  tbe 

is  derived^.  This  place  was  the  nte  of  the  Roman  station  G^ 
of  Antoninus,'  wbkh  appears  to  have  stood  on  the  same 
aide  of  the.  ri^r.  The  similarity  of  tbe  ancient  and  modem  namesf^ 
tbe  discovery  of  various  Roman  antiquities,  and'  the  agreement  of 
die  several  dbtances  from  Burrinm,  Usk ;  Magna,  Kenchester ; 
Isca-Sflorum,  Caerleon ;  with  those  laid  down  in  the  Itineraries, 
coDcvr  to  establish  this  lact.  Mr.  Strange,  in  tbe  Archaeology^ 
obaerves,  that  be  could  trace  no  vestiges  of  tbe  Romans  here ; 
bot  Mr.  Ward  wtis  informed  tliat  several  bricks  had  beeii  f  mnd 
about  tbe  castle,  bearing  the  inscri|>tiou  of  Lbo.  II.  Aug.,  and 
several  Roman  coins  Imve  been  dug  np,  one  of  which  was  a  gold 
piece  of  Otho.  Formerly,  near  the  castle,  was  to  be  seen  a 
Roman  sudatory;  but  what  amounts  to  demonstration  is,  that 
Lanwenarth  and  Landeilo  BerthoUy,  two  parishes  adjoining  tbe 
town,  divided  in  one  instance  by  the  Usk,  and  in  the  other  by 

tbe 

*  Aber,  in  British,  signifies  the  junction  of  a  river  with  the  tea,  or  its 

An  into  Snbther  river ;  tience  places  an  situated  geAeralfy  take  the  name  of 

Ibe  titer,  p^ect<ded  by  this  word,  as  Aber-ystwith,  Aber  avota,  &i^  ' ' ' 

■        •  •     ■     ■».!»  -. 

t  Baxter  rightly  conjectures,  that  the  right  orthography  of  the  name  or 

this  place  in  the  Itinerary,  should  be  Oabanmumy  not  Oobanninm ;  and  as  it 

was  usual  with  the  Romatis'  to  snbstltute  b  for  v,  Hi:  worfls  ot  tifrititb  detl- 

v»tioo,  the  name  would  signify  tbe  ttatioH  on  the  G«m»y. 
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the  Gsmioj,  are  diittfigaislied  by  Ronum  appelktioM ;  the  parti 
luring  near  Aber^gaveimy  being  discrimtiMted  by  the  word  citrm  on 
this  tide*  and  mlira  on  the  farther  »ide,  answering  to  the  respec-^ 
tife  positions  on  those  rivers. 

Af^er  the  dereliction  of  the  island  by  the  Romans,  this  spot 
was  most  probably  occupied  as  a  fortified,  post  by  the  Britons. 
The  present  fortress  is  evidently,  from  the  style  of  buildmg,  of  a 
date  subsequent  to  the  Norman  epoch.  It  was  founded  by  Ha- 
ineline  Balun,  or  Baladun,  wlmm  Camden  calls  the  first  lord  of 
Abergavenny,  son  of  Dm  de  Balun,  one  of  those  Norman  ad- 
venturen  who  came  over  with  William  the  Conqueror ;  and  wider 
the  political  system  of  that  wily  monarch  were  permiltBd  to  let 
kMMe-fthe  fierce  dogs  of  war,  and  comnrit  their  depredations  upon 
tfae.unoffiuiding  Welsh.  This  chieftain  having  subdued  the  whole 
district  of  Overwent,  and  dying,  without  issue,  in  year  IO90, 
lieqneathed  tlie  eastle  ami  territory  to  his  nephew,  Brien  de  Wal- 
lingford,  or  De  L'IsIe.  Brien,  on  his  departure  for  Jerusalem, 
left  it  to  his  nephew,  Walter  deOloaeester,  eari  of  Hereford,  and 
constable  of  England.  Milo,  his  son,  dyuig  without  issue,  the 
castle  and  its  oontbgencies  were  divided  among  his  three  daugh- 
ters ;  by  one  of  whom,  named  Berta,  they  came  into  the  pontes- 
sion  of  Philip  de  Braose,  or  Breose,  a  powerful  baron;  from 
whom  they  descended  to  his  son  William.  During  that  period 
this  fortress  was  of  distinguished  importance,  and  witnessefl  many 
of  those  sanguinary  conflicts  and  scenes  of  carnage  which  resulted 
from  the  unjustifiable  seizures  and  tyrannical  prooeedfaigs  of  the 
lords  marchers,  the  valiant  resistance  made  by  the  Welsh,  and 
the  noble  energies  they  displayed  in  their  desperate  strugKles  for 
the  recovery  of  their  independence.  This  castle,  Gyraldus  ob- 
serves, was  dishonoured  by  treason  oftener  than  any  fortress  in 
Wales ;  and  he  might  have  added,  oftener  disgraced  by  the  basest 
treachery.  While  the  property  of  William  de  Braose,  it  was  sur* 
prised  and  taken  by  the  Welsh,  under  the  command  of  Sytsylt  ap 
Dyfhwald,  and  other  leaders,  aiid  the  whole  garrison  made  pri- 
soners.   WilUam,  however,  b^  an  exchange,  received  it  again 

on 
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nn  (be  eesntioa  of  hostilities ;  and  baviog  invited  several  of  the 
Welsh  cinefhuns  to  the  casHe,  onder  tlie  friendly  pretence  of 
&nlly  adjusting  all  difierences,  and  establishing  peace  on  a  per- 
imoent  basis,  he  commanded  them  to  be  basely  murdered: 
anong  the  mrniber  were  Sytsylt  and  his  son  Geofiry.  Not  con- 
tent with  this,  he  endeavoured  to  satiate  his  revenge  by  slaying 
tbc  remainmg  son  of  Sytsylt,  Cadwallader,  in  the  presence  of 
in  mother,  at  Sytsylt's  house  *.  A  similar  scene  of  diabolical 
atrocity  had  been  previously  exhibited,  while  the  castle  was  iu 
poswasion  of  William,  son  of  Milo,  carl  of  Hereford.  Ttie 
former  at  length  suffered  the  punishment  due  to  his  crimes,  by 
lltt  falling  of  a  fatal  stone,  at  the  time  when  Breulais  Castle  wa» 
barat — From  the  Braoses  it  came  to  the  Cantelupes,  the  Has- 
tingif,  the  Valences,  the  Herberts,  the  Greys,  the  Beaiichanips ; 
at  length  to  the  Nevilles,  in  wliicb  family  the  honour  is  still 
vested.  George  Neville,  the  fifteenth  baron,  was,  in  the  year 
1784,  eicated  Viscount  Neville,  and  Earl  of  Abergavenny ;  and 
dying  in  1785,  he  was  succeeded  in  those  honours  and  estates  by 
Henry,  the  present  earl. 

Abergavenny  is  the  only  barony  among  the  numerous  honours 
conferred  by  the  crown  on  the  chiefUins,  who,  subsequent  to  the 
Norman  invasion,  lent  their  aid  in  the  subjugation  of  Wales ;  and 
like  the  earldom  of  Anmdel,  this  »  a  feudal  dignity,  locally  at* 
tacbed  to  the  posaession  of  the  castle,  enjoyed,  not  by  creation, 
but  by  tenure. 

The  castle  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  state  t ;  most  of  the  waUs 

are 
•  Powdi's  History  of  Wales,  p.  f  00. 

t  Tlii»,  like  most  other  fortified  castles,  wa9  httld  m  capite  of  the  king. 
By  tlK  writ  of  inqulsitioo  it  appears,  that  John  de  Hasting  held  it  by 
hoaiay,  ward,  and  marriage ;  and  whenever  it  happened,  that  there  was 
war  between  the  King  of  England  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  he  was  to 
defend  the  conntry  of  Overwent  at  bis  own  expence,  in  the  best  manner  he 
ctnid,  for  his  own  and  the  king's  advantage/ and  the  defence  of  the  realm 
«f  Eoglaod. 

t  When  it  is  considered  how  long  thb  edifice  has  boen  in  a  roofless  and 

neglectod 
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ue  fiiUen,  tlie  princtptl  remiint  consisting  of  n  round  and  a  penta- 
gonal towcr»  whicb,  with  tiieir  rugged  sides,  ruptured  perfora- 
liona»  and  menacing  attitudes^  on  an  eminence,  sternly  overlook- 
ing tlie  river  Usk»  form  a  picturesque  ruin.  The  windows  and 
doorways  still  visible,  are  in  tbe  pointed  style.  From  the  site 
yet  traceable,  tbe  castle  appears  to  have  consisted  of  two  courts ; 
one  is  converted  into  a  kitchen  garden ;  the  gateway  to  the  other» 
which  funned  the  principal  entrance,  and  some  parts  of  the  walls, 
are  still  standing.  The  fngments  and  hea|)s  of  iruins  which  lie 
around,  are  very  eitcnsive ;  ami  to  the  south-east  of  the  circular 
tower  »  a  tumulus  or  artificial  mount,  surrounded  by  a  foss,  with 
the  AHUidation  of  buildiogs  on  the  summit:  this  probably  was  the 
site  of  the  citadel,  or  keep  of  the  castle. 

The  town  of  Abergavenny  was  formerly  fortified;  some 
parts  of  the  walb  are  intire,  and  may  yet  be  traced.  The  castle 
formed  the  southern  termination.  Of  the  four  gates,  only  the 
western  one  remains ;  it  is  denominated  Tudor's  gate,  and  is 
a  massy  portal,  in  the  pointed  style,  with  a  groove  in  the  arch- 
way for  a  portcullis  \ 

An  .Alien  Prmy^  for  monks  of  the  Benedictine  order,  was 

founded 


■e|HfCt»4  »UI«,  it  b  lafiwr  •  m^fct  of  wonder  Oat  so  mnch,  rather  tlia» 
•o  little,  » left  rroMinnifr.    In  tlie  mga  of  Eliabetk,  Chorcfayard  says : 
**  Most  |[oodly  towm  are  bai^,  and  asked  hft. 
That  coTCfvd  were  with  timber  aad  food  lead : 
These  tnwen  yet  •taiid,  as  stiaijeht  as  doth  a  abaft. 
The  walU  thereof  might  seive  for  some  good  stead, 
For  skouiMl  and  ihicke,  and  wondrous  high  withall, 
They  are  in  dcede,  and  likely  aot  to  fall : 
Would  God,  therefore,  tbe  owner  of  the  same. 
Did  stay  them  ap  for  ta  increase  his  fame. 

9rwilmut^WtIm,  p«54. 

*  Tht  view  throofli  this  gate  is  extremely  fine,  and  the  group  or  teat 
perhaps  anrrralled.    Coxe  obsenrei,  **  A  BMHre  pleasmg  assem- 
«f  piefaresqaa  ol^ti  never  entered  into  tbe  composition  of  a  land- 
i  tbe  whole  haraoaisas  together,  and  pndaces  an  eflBxt,  which 
Iha  pan  nor  pencil  can  adequately  deUneate. 
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Jboaded  m  tlm  town  by  Hameline  Baluo  \  who  built  the  castlt, 
aid  aol  by  Joho  de  Hastings^  a  benefactor,  as  erroneously  stated 
by  Speed.  Willtam  de  Brao^e,  in  tbe  reign  of  Kii^  John,  granted 
to  this  hoiii«  a  tythe  of  tbe  whole  provisions,  &c.  allowed  to  the 
cMtky  on  condition  that  tbe  abbot  and  ropnks  of  the  monastery 
of  St  Vincent's,  in  Mans,  to  which  this  house  was  a  cell,  should 
pny  for  the  aoul  of  King  Henry  tbe  First,  bb  own  soul,  and 
tint  of  Bfaud,  his  wife.  The  annual  revenues  at  the  Dissolu- 
tion, amounted  to  l^pl.  5s.  8d.  according  to  Dugdale;  but,  ac- 
cording to  Speed,  $91.  4s. 

Tbe  dttrcA  ^  St.  Mar^$  was  tbe  cbapel  belonging  to  the 
iDcient  priory.  It  appears  to  have  been  originally  built  cruci- 
form;  but  it  has  undei|[one  so  many  alterations,  that  tbe  regu- 
hrity  of  the  structure  is  destroyed.  Tbe  present  building  consists 
of  a  nave,  north  aile,  part  of  the  transept  with  a  central  tower, 
I  choir  with  two  ailes,  and  a  chancel.  Tbe  windows  and  doors 
are  in  the  original  pointed  style,  except  a  blind  circular  arch  in 
the  transept,  which  points  at  tbe  early  Norman.  The  choir  is 
nearly  in  its  pristine  state,  having  conventual  stalls  on  each  side* 
fionned  of  oak  rudely  carved  ;  the  one  mtended  for  the  prior  is 
elevated,  and  surmounted  by  a  mitre  •{-.  Though,  as  a  specimen 
of  architecture,  this  edifice  displays  little  that  will  strongly  inte- 
rest the  lovers  of  that  noble  science;  yet  from  the  connection  with 
remote  times,  and  the  numerous  monumental  mementos  of  cha^ 
racters  who  proudly  figured  on  the  theatre  of  life,  and  stand 
boDourably  recorded  in  the  annab  of  history,  the  visitor  will  find 

his 

*  His  MBf  Brien  of  Wallingford,  is  said,  by  Camden,  to  have  foimded 
two  Luarettof,  or  hospitals  for  lepers;  bnt  no  vestiges  are  at  present 
traceable,  and  this  error  perhaps  arose  from  the  fact,  that  he  had  two  sods 
lepers,  wiMm  be  placed  in  the  priory,  on  his  going  on  pilgrimage  to  the 
Holy  Land. 

t  Hie  mooasteiy  of  St.  Vincent^  in  Mans,  was  a  mitred  abl>ey.  There 
were  miured  piiort^  as  wiell  as  mitred  abbots,  thongh  it  doet  not  appev 
that  the  fimaer  had  tbe  privilege  of  seats  in  parliament. 


Iii->  itijtid  dbpottfd  tn  attend  to  llw  ^'^sislc  viator'*  of  the  inscribed,  or 
»cul(rtiirt'd  sTmie.      l*drt  of  llie  soulb  aile  of  llie  choir  is  deii<»mi» 
nakd   the  Herhfrt  Clwpf!,   beciiusi;  ttiiiiiy  of  tli;it  di!»tiiigiiibbe(1 
faniilv  lie  buried  here,  and  several  audenl  anti   curious  moiiu- 
mi'nts  cDiiimeinorate  tiieir  fiiimes,  and   tlioiie  of  other  noble  per- 
sonages who  were  lords  of  Abergaveiiriv.     The  finest  of  tlws^ 
r*?cordii  the  inemory  of  Sir  Rithard   Herbprt  of  Ewius,  son  of 
Williamp  the  first  earl  of  Pembroke.     In  a  recess  of  the  south 
wall  19  H  recuniheiit  fi;;ure,  nilh  uplirted  Irdiids,    the  head  restitij^ 
uu  a  heliiitl ;  at  the  feet  a  lion  :  ami  behind,  skrvcral  small  figures 
in  alabaster,     Beueath  an  alalxti^ter  monuiiieiit,  cantaiiiin^  two 
recumbent  Hgiire?,   under  utt  arclk  beUvcen   the  rhitpel  atid  the 
choir,  arc  deposited   the  remains  of  Sir   Rhhftrd   Herbert,  of 
Coldbrook,  and  Marjiaret  his  wife,  danjrhler  of  Sir  Ttjomas  ap 
Grttlilh:  the  louib  is  oniameuted  on  the  sides  with  a  variety  of 
tigurcs  in  relievo,  but  so  defaced  as  to  be  with  dirticuUy  ascer- 
tained.    Sir    Richard   %vas  a  diitinguiilied  character  during   ibc 
contentions  Iwtween  the  two  Houses  of  York  and  Lancaster;  and 
the  feats  of  anus  which  he  perfonncd  al  llie  celebrated  battle  of 
Banbury,  are  rehiled  in  the  style  of  chivalry  by  his  desreudant^ 
flw  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbiirg.     In  the  centre  of  the  chapel  is 
another  ahd»asler  monumeni,  richly  decorated  with  rarving,  to 
the  memory  of  Sir  William  a|>  Thomas,  and  GUidys.   his  wife  ; 
the  parents  of  William  Herbert,  first  earl  of  Pembroke,     This 
monument  is  ornamented  with  a  %'«riely  of  embleniatie  figures, 
and  b  pecub'arly  interesting  to  the  natives,  because  the  persons 
interred  were  not  only  the  origin  of  the  great  family  of  Herbert^ 
but  Sir  William  was  the  son  of  the  famous  Thomas  ap  GwiJlinr^ 
and  Gladys  wa^i  the  daughter  of  the  no  less  distinguished   Sir 
David  Gam,  and  widow  of  Sir  Roger  Vauglian,  who  fell  in  lh« 
great  battle  of  Agincourt,  by  the  aide  of  Henry  the  FiAli.     On 
the  south  side  is  an  inarched   nmral  monumeiit,  surmounted  by 
tabernacle  work,  and  a  recumbent  stone  figure,  rudely  carved^ 
i:roi»-legged,  therefore  supposed  to  b«  a  kuigbtt  ind  from  the 

urmi 
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inuy  as  (kseribed  by  Cfiorchyard  *,  wis  intended  to  represent 

John  de  Hasting,  who,  in  an  heraldic  poeni^  is  represented  as  the 

**  mirror  of  chivalry ;"   blending  courtesy  with  deeds  of  arms, 

inpetuoui  in  military,  and  debonnaire  in  civil  concerns.    A  most 

ridiculous  story,  respecting  the  greyhound  at  his  feet,  which  was 

■erely  an  embleni  of  loyalty,  as  the  dog  is  an  e&ample  of  at- 

BUd  fidelity,  is  related  by  Goxe,  evidently  taken  from  the  ^ 

which  happened  at  Beddkelart,  in  Caernarvonshire,  North 

Wales.    Othfer  altar-tombs  corameraorate  some  of  the  families  of 

Besacharap  and  Neville;    In  the  north-eastern  comer  ate  two 

stooe  effigies  representative  of  Sir  Andrew  and  Lady  Powel,  k 

coUaleral  branch  of  the  Herbert  family.    Sir  Audretr  was  an 

Eflghsh  jndge,  and  lord  lieutenant  of  the  counties  of  Monmoath, 

Brecknock,  and  Hereford.    At  the  north  end  of  the  choir  are  two 

faasle  recmnbcnt  figures  of  rude  sculpture,  and  much  dilapidated ; 

safe  of  which,  according  to  old  Cbnrcbyard,  represents  "  a  ladjr 

of  MRBe  noble  honie,  whose  name  I  knowe  not."    From  a  mamt- 

loipl  accoant,  qooted  by  Qougfa  in  his  edition  of  Qamden's  Bri- 

bmii,  they  are  said  to  have  l>een  the  co-faeiressei  of  Braose, 

M  of  Abergaveniiy.    In  the  north  aile  of  the  choir  b  a  small 

*,  call^  the  Lewis  Chapel,  from  a  remarkable  monument 

of  one  piece  of  stone,  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  David 

Uwis,  erected  by  himself.     Wood  says  lie  was  first  of  All  Souls 

College^  and  afterwards  principal  of  Jesus  College,  judge  of  the 

Irigh  oonrt  of  admiralty,  roaster  of  St.  Catherine's  Hospital,  near 

to  the  Tower  of  London,  one  of  the  masters  in  chancery,  and  of 

Vol.  XL--Sept.  1809*  G  her 

*  **  He  WIS  a  man  of  fame. 

His  siiield  6f  btacke  hi;  bares  on  bre8t, 
A  wMte  erowe  |iAahi  thereon : 
A  ra|;ged  sleeve  in  top,  and  creit, 
All  wronght  in  goodly  stone. 
And  under  feete  a^gre}  hound  lyes, 
Three  golden  Lyons  gay, 
Nine  fiowerdelnc^,  there  likewise, 
Bis  asms  d6th  faU  dbpby." 

H'orthines  </  R  airs,  p.  56. 
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her  iiiflJGstys  requests:  he  died  April  27lhi  A* D.  1584.  In  the 
wiudow  of  the  north  aile  is  a  colossal  statue^  carved  out  of  a 
single  pitfce  of  oak,  with  a  long  beard  and  dishevelled  hair,  re^ 
preieiitative  of  Si.  Christopher,  before  whidi  it  was  customary,  iji 
catholic  limes,  to  present  e%'ery  cor^>$e  previous  to  tntennent ;  and 
as  a  proof  thai  the  age  of  superstition  is  not  gone»  the  custom 
ii  sttti  partially  continued.  In  the  chfiocel,  within  the  commu- 
nion rails,  a  uiural  stone  commemorates  the  family  of  Roherts, 
and  a  Latin  epitaph,  written  by  Dr.  Roberts,  late  provost  of 
Eton  College,  in  harmony  of  numbers  may  vie  mlh  the  works  of 
the  Mantuan  bard,  and  wilii  any  subsequent  producltou,  in  clas- 
sical purity. 

Formerly  there  were  two  other  churches  in  Abergavenuy ;  bul 
one  is  dowB,  and  the  other  in  a  dibpklated  stale. 

The  Free  Grammar  School  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Eighth,  and  endowed  out  of  a  portion  of  the  revenues  bc- 
iongiag  to  the  priory,  which  are  held  in  trust  by  the  corporation. 
By  an  alteration  in  the  inanagemenl,  that  took  place  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  a  portion  of  the  lythes  were  leased 
for  tUe  term  of  niiiety-nine  years  to  Jesus  College,  Oxford,  at 
ifty  pounds  per  annum,  on  condition  that  it  should  maintain  one 
fellow  and  one  scholar,  to  be  chosen  by  the  bailiff  and  vicar 
out  of  tlie  free  school ;  or  if  none  should  be  qualified,  as  to  learn- 
ing, for  admission  in  the  college,  then  from  any  natives  of  the 
county  of  Moninoutb.  Various  other  subsequent  regulations  took 
place,  and,  accord iug  to  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  the  year 
1760,  the  master  must  be  a  fellow,  scholar»  or  member  of  Jesus 
College,  and  be  chow^n  by  the  college  and  the  vicar,  if  resident; 
and  the  fellow  and  schobr  must  be  elected  out  of  persons  born  at 
Abergavenny,  or  in  the  county  of  Ktonmoulh,  who  have  been 
two  years  in  the  school;  and  they  are  denominated  *'  the  fellow 
and  scholar  of  Bergavermy,"  and  vacate  the  fellowship  and  scho^ 
larsbip  at  the  expiration  of  fourteen  years. 

Abergavenny  was  once  incorporated,  a  place  of  considerable 
trade,  and  of  the  first  importance  in  the  county.     Leland  de- 
scribe.* 
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ambcs  it  m  Iw  time  as  being  "  a  faire  waulled  town,  meately 

welle  jobabited,  havyog paroch  chirch*."    Since  that 

period,  however,  it  has  considerably  declined ;  but  is  still,  in 
point  of  population,  if  not  in  importance,  the  second  town  in 
the  county.  The  cause  of  this  decline  Mr.  Coxe  attributes  to 
what,  in  all  analogical  probability,  would  have  contributed  to 
its  adfancement,  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter  in  the  beghming  of 
the  reign  of  William  the  Third,  on  account  of  disaffection  to  the 
new  gofemment,  which  occasioned  violent  dissensions,  tumuHS) 
and  disorders  at  the  election  of  a  bailiff.  But  its  decline  is  much 
more  rationally  accounted  for,  by  the  failure  of  its  trade.  This 
town  carried  on  an  extensive  flannel  manufactore,  which  has  long 
been  transferred  to  Newtown,  and  other  parts  of  Montgooieiy* 
shife ;  and  those  places  have,  in  their  tnm,  htta  outrivalled  by 
the  mechanical  spurit  of  the  people  in  Yorkshire.  The  quantity 
of  flannel  made  now  at  Abeigavenny  is  very  small.  A  mann- 
fiMture  of  nan^  doth,  since  the  adoption  of  machinery  in  the 
great  trading  districts,  has  also  fallen  to  decay.  While  flaxen  peri- 
wigs were  much  worn,  a  method  of  bleaehSng  hair  fbr  the  pur- 
pose was  discovered  here,  which  gave  the  town  the  lead  in  the 
iHisineM  of  wig-making,  whereby  a  number  of  persons  were 
employed.  Abergavenny  at  present  carries  on  a  considerable  trade 
in  making  shoes  and  cabinet  articles,  and  quantities  of  both  are 
exported  to  Bristol,  and  to  some  other  places.  The  recent  esta- 
l>lishment  of  the  iron-works  in  the  vicinity  promises  to  be  of  con- 
siderable advantage  to  the  town,  and  furnishes  employment  to 
numerous  poor  people  of  the  surrounding  district. 

Abergavenny  is  handsome  and  well  built,  consisting  of  several 
streets,  and  during  the  summer  is  the  resort  of  numerous  gen- 
teel people.  It  is  a  great  thoroughfare  from  London,  Bath,  and 
Bristol,  to  the  western  parts  of  Wales ;  has  a  well  supplied 
Biarkct  on  Tuesdays ;  and  contains  520  houses,  and  2573  inha- 
bitants. 

Psssing  to  the  southward,  the  eye  of  the  traveller  will  be 
O  2  caught 

•  Itiamry,  Vol.V.  p.  7. 
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cansfat  bj  the  eDchantxcg  prospect  between  the  castle  and  the 
brid^  orer  the  U%k,  which  did  not  escape  tlie  local  bard  lo  tlic 
dsrs  of  EJlnbeth,  but  is  more  appropriately  described  by  a  pleas- 
fa^  pcet  of  the  prcseot  da\  :  — 


I  wii»  the  leed  bcnnth  dM  hi^w 
Of  *c  RBC  N«nHi  tower  that  OfcrhaB|s 
TW  bcii  Cik.  Ike  AhbtiBs  liM 
That  BKfsR  bT«».    WlKiberwiihffentlebead 
t&r  Ttk,  or  filb  fhc  fmhul  lUlf , 
!fteficrri««leff,  ordawa  the  hale 

srowth,  orlireik* 


Far  and  wide, 
ite  fiia  kcwraiK  prood  Blorcnrb  lowers  ; 
*l  ■ftim  !raei  fes^  tbe  western  ma 

Cftiwrf>yei»iaft«t-    O^  *e  iMaWi  »i 

Or"  :^  701^  k^  »ora>£B^  Cens  leads 
TV  c«s«rt  ftirp  .m'  liS.'cr,  i&e  «ide  heilft, 
W^rre  vnKv  !^  a.-^&5ns  fWi  wvit  kerbtse  cropC, 
W jprr  B  iW  brenr,  wi: ji  foidew  favrerts  erowaed.' 


^ssainf  a  tiae  old  brid^,  of  tbvteca  archer  over  the  riv«r 
i\k«  the  Bloringb  MorirrAi9f»  iiiagiMirrnt  from  its  beighl 
aad  conlinaily,  rbes  ia  sallcs  ^mideiir.  Hm  Ibnas  part  of  the 
■aMmtainous  chain,  extending  from  the  confines  of  Brceknock  to 
ftali^  below  Pont\pool.  The  Mmnut,  bare  of  wood,  and  co- 
Nttd  with  a  mssel-coiffuied  herbage^  exhibits  a  striking  eon* 
iMit  to  the  vndciwood  and  paslnres  on  its  concaTe  aidea^  and 
ito  higc  timber  trees  which  skiri  its  base.    This  lujig  mountain 

fofms 
•  The  Sngar  Loaf. 

t  The  heii^Lt  of  tliis  uonaUin  is  17;:0  feet. 


(xm  Xhr  npitfa-eastera  bouodnry  of  the  valley  called  Avon  JLmryd^ 
^om  t|ie  fivukl  of  that  name  flowing  through  it.  Near  tli^ 
sooroe  of  this  stream  is  Biamavan,  kitely  brought  into  Jiotice  bj 
die  immense  iron-works  established  in  its  vicipity.  They  are  ii| 
the  hoUow  part  of  the  mountain,  and  wear  the  appearance  of  a 
small  town,  surrounded  by  an  accumulation  of  ore*  with  coa) 
and  limestone  for  its  fusion.  These  are  all  dug  out  of  the  adja- 
cent rocks;  aud  the  veins  of  iron  lying  under  the  iqcumbeul 
strata  of  coal«  are  about  seven  or  eight  inches  thick:  the  quality 
of  the  ore  is  various,  but  yields  on  an  average  forty-four  poundf 
of  pig  or  cast  iron  per  ton  weight.  The  miues,  both  of  iron  and 
coal,  are  approached  by  horizontal  shafts,  the  longest  of  which  is 
about  a  mile ;  along  these  the  coals  and  iron  are  brought  to  tlie  fur- 
naces by  rail-roads,  which  are  extended  as  the  excavations  proceed. 
These  works,  completed  in  the  year  17^9,  employ  ^pwards  of 
four  hundred  men,  and  the  population  of  the  district  is  rapidly 
increasing.  Some  of  the  habitations  of  the  workmen  are  con- 
structed by  filling  up  the  arches  ot  an  extensive  arcade  thrown 
across  the  dingle,  over  which  a  raiUroad  leads  to  the  mines.  Tbf 
mountainous  territory  containing  these  immense  mineral  treasures^ 
is  demised  by  the  crown  to  the  £arl  of  Abergavenny,  and  is  held 
by  an  under  lease  by  Hill  and  Co.;  whose  spirited  exertions, 
after  sinking  vast  sums  of  money,  have  succeeded  in  rendering 
the  works  a  most  beneficial  concern  to  themselves,  and  useful  to 
tbe  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country. 

In  this  unfrequented  district,  which  was  formerly  called  the 
wUtU  of  Monmouth,  only  noticed  for  the  cover  it  afforded  for 
gjmie,  and  the  sport  it  furnished  the  gentry  for  growse  shooting ; 
and  amidst  scenes,  not  inferior  to  the  celebrated  ones  of  the 
Swiss  Alps,  stands  the  village  of 

ABEST8TWITH,  or  Bloenou  Gwent,  that  is,  the  extremity  of 
Gwcntland.  The  Ystwith,  a  small  stream,  passes  through  the  vil- 
lage, and  soon  afteVjouis  the  £bwy,in  the  parallel  vale  of  the  ILbwy. 
The  church  is  a  neat  structure,  in  tbe  pointed  style,  and  remaikp 
able  ibr  being  surrounded  by  eleven  large  yew  trees,  planted  on 

G3  the 
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ill*  four  »ides  of  tlie  ch\irc]ivard,  the  sniuHest  of  wbich  measures 
more  than  eleven  feet  in  circumference,  and  the  largesl  twenty- 
fettf*  ThU  village  was  the  birth  place  of  a  singular  character, 
wb«t*  (aine  in  this  part  of  the  country'  has  far  surpassed  t>oth  his 
Bierik»  ur  usefulness,  Edmund  JonrSf  the  hero  of  some  tourists, 
¥raa  one  of  thost*  numerous  devotees  to  fanBticism,  uho  suddenly 
st»rfed  upiihoutthetimeuheu  the  celebrated  leaders  of  methodism, 
Whittteld  and  Westiev,  occasioned  a  conslematioo  iu  the  world, 
iiul  excited  what  has  been  termed  a  revival  of  the  evangelical 
Kliieiou.  The  mind  of  Junes  \\as  one  of  those  on  which  iiuagi* 
nation  prod  nets  wonderful  eftecls,  while  faith  and  reason  are 
iUrnt;  and  adntirahly  calculated  for  intpresstona  made  by  at- 
Ifitipti  lo  fill  bom  intinity^  aud  comprehend  incompreheQ»ibibty. 
II0  wa*  for  many  years  minister  of  a  congregation  of  imlo|>endent 
ddftnten  f»t*ibliNhed  at  this  village;  and  having  much  leisura 
tlnifi  he  flevfilcd  it  to  the  study  of  topoj^niphy,  fji  the  year 
1779  he  publibhcd  the  results  of  his  labours,  which  bear  the 
l^tluwJng  coni|»rebensive  title :  *'  A  Geographical,  Historical,  and 
K«^hKiou«  Account  of  the  Parish  of  Aberystwith,  in  the  county  of 
Miinmouth  ;  to  vhicli  are  added.  Memoirs  of  several  Persons  of 
Notv«  who  lived  in  the  ^aid  Parish/'  The  book,  under  thb 
|N»m|KHtii  title,  contains  a  very  fair  description  of  the  three  small, 
|iu1  nilerewtmg  valleys  of  the  Y&lwith,  the  Ebwy,  and  the  Tilery ;  tbe 
Mitle  0f  the  in<h*pe»dent  congregations  of  Ibe  neichbourhood, 
^4iru|ibic'ut  anecdotes  of  religious  persons,  and  historical  notices 
i^Utive  to  the  recent  revival  of  religion.  But  whut  <;ives  his  work 
llif  lUtiit  interesting  trait,  as  indicative  of  tbe  mental  imbecility 
^4*  ^H«*  author,  and  the  credulous  stale  of  the  country,  is  a  dts- 
atiUilion  *'  on  Apparitions,  Fairies,  and  other  Spirib  of  Hell." 
Hf  deicrll»ei  them  as  children  dancing  to  music ;  and  seriously 
f\|Hi«l«  bit  readers  not  to  view  ihem  in  the  light  they  had  gene- 
^fy  liren  contidcred,  as  happy  spirits,  because  fond  of  music  and 
rcprobalew,  in  harsh  terms,  the  superstitious  appellation, 
ai  Monmunlhshire,  "Mofher'i  blesnngs,  and  fair  folks  of 
Vli4 1»^;**  ttnd  lays  they  frequented  the  parish  of  Aberystwith  more 

tbaii 
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Um  any  ptri  of  the  principality,  and  were  partieulariy  atUcbed* 
to  Havodavd  and  Kevenbacb,  because  they  were  dry  and  ple»- 
places :  and  in  these  they  frequently  exhibited  their  wanton 
The  stories  rehited  of  those  elfine  exploits,  which  tha 
author  asserts  to  have  been  performed,  are  not  only  attempted 
to  be  proved  from  the  testimony  of  others,  but  also  by  his  own 
oeeelar  demonstration.     *'  if  any  think  I  am  too  credulous  in 
tlMse  rehOions,  and  speak  of  things  of  which  I  myself  have  had 
DO  experience^  I  must  let  them  know  they  are  mistaken.     I  also 
reasonably  apprehend,  that  a  well-attested  relation  of  apparitions 
and  agencies  of  spirits  in  the  world,  is  a  great  means  to  prevent 
the  capilnl  infidelities  of  Atheism  and  Sadducism,  which  get  much 
ground  in  some  countries ;  for  in  Wales,  where  such  things  have 
often  happened,  and  sometimes  still  do  in  some  places,  though 
bat  seldom  now,  we  scarce  meet  with  any,  who  question  the  being 
and  apparition  of  spirits*.''    This  extraordinary  publication  and 
the  author  would  have  been  totally  unworthy  of  notice,  had  not 
the  farrago  of  its  contents  demonstrated,  how  ill  qualified  such 
men  are  to  direct  the  spiritual  concerns  of  others,   who  art 
themselves  so  totally  unacquainted  with  the  spiritual  world ;  and 
that  no  folly  b  so  injurious  as  ignorance  in  religious  matters.    It 
serves  also  to  shew  the  mental  tendency  in  these  mountainous  and 
sequestered  regions  to  credit  the  stories  of  superstition,  and  with 
what  facility  hypocrisy  or  fanaticism  may  engage,  and  enslave 
the  afiSsctions  of  minds,  thus  previously  prepared  by  the  admis- 
sion of  fidsehood. 

In  a  dreary,  wild,  and  almost  uninhabited  district,  among  bleak 
sod  iMrren  hills  and  peat-clad  moors,  are  the  iron-works  of 
NmU-y-gh-f,  which  once  added  activity  and  life  to  this  secluded 
ifoL  These,  consisting  of  two  furnaces  for  smelting  ore,  several 
forges  for  manufacturing  bar  iron,  a  uteam  engine,  and  buildings 
oeccssaiy  for  conducting  the  concern,  were  erected  in  the  year 

G  4  1795: 

*  See  the  work  anaded  to,  p.  75  «ud  85. 

t  Nadf  m  British,  signifies  a  glen  or  valley,  throngh  which  a  rivtr  or 
flows. 
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1795;  SHd  an&  Md  under  lease  from  the  proprietors  of  the  Blae- 
n«von  urorki,  by  Hill,  Harford,  and  Co.  These  worlds,  attended 
with  a  vast  expeacc,  were,  a  year  after  their  cstahlisfamepf,  di»- 
oontinued,  owing  to  some  misuDderstanding  between  the  proprio- 
tors  of  the  concern ;  and  Uie  late  diminution  of  the  export  trade 
in  iron  has  tended  to  clieck  the  manufocturing  ^rit,  whidi  pro- 
nulsed  to  give  employment,  fertility,  and  wealth  to  the  surround- 
ing district. 

.  The  €burch}'ard  of  Laniddkl  is  dbtioguished  by  twelve 
large  and  antiquated  yew  trees ;  and  on  the  north-westtm  side 
of  Ibe  church  are  the  vestiges  of  a  fortified  post,  called  CmUU 
Tli/ivniM,  w  hich  in  most  maps  is  erroneously  spelt  Castell  Itmh' 
miN.  and  is  supposed  a  work  of  the  Romans.  Bat  it  is  more 
probably  of  British  origin,  and  was  afterwards  occupied  and 
strengthened  by  the  Normans,  who  conquered  Owent  Taliwum 
if,  9s  the  natives  justly  observe,  neither  Welsh  nor  English,  wsd  is 
evklently  a  corruption  of  /Me/,  a  saint,  to  whom  the  church  is 
dedicated.  Tlie  encampment  cousbts  of  a  small  tumulus,  sur- 
rounded by  a  circular  entrenchpient ;  and  at  a  small  distance  two 
other  tumuli,  communicating  with  each  other:  and  within  the 
latter  indosure  are  remains  of  subterraneous  walls,  from  nine  to 
ten  feet  thick,  the  foundations  probably  of  circular  towers.  Five 
miles  distant  from  Laniddel  is 


PONTYPOOL. 

This  town  is  singularly  situated  on  a  declivity,  between  the 
ranul  and  the  Axon  Lwyd  and  a  small  stream,  which  ui  time  of 
rains  is  kwelltd  into  a  rapid  torrent,  flows  from  a  lake  at  the  foot 
of  Mynydd  llaen,  under  the  canal,  and  ruuniug  by  the  place, 
Uhis  the  river  Avon  in  the  valley  beneath.  The  name  is  a  cor- 
npUon  of  Poni  ap  Howel,  the  ancient  name  of  the  bridge. 

Tbb  place  has  protruded  itself  into  notice  smce  the  period 

when 


wlm  the  gn/A  tgppgrapiier  Oundeo  wrole ;  bayiiig  risen  out  of 
tbf;  smfUl  viUagie  of  Jk-evethen,  the  church  of  which  parjsh  is  .9 
wHe  diitaot  from  the  town.  Its  io^crease,  like  that  of  man^f  flou- 
rishipg  phKfs,  if  attributable  to  the  influeoce  of  trade,  which  w 
ever  accpoipaoied  iq  her  route  by  wealth  and  population ;  and  itf 
origin  has  been  referred  to  one  of  those,  fortunate  accidental  dif-> 
coveries^  which  extend  the  sphere  of  useful  science  in  certain 
directions^  by  means  of  experiment  and  deductions.  ThoniM 
Allgood^  9  native  of  Northamptonshire,  a  man  of  projectmg 
genius  ai|d  €<>pskMrable  attainments,  in  the  time  of  Charles  the 
Secondf  oime  t^  iettle  at  Fpntypool,  where  he  made  various 
attempts  to  extract  copperas  and  oil  from  mineral  coal.  'Duriipg 
the  numerous  experimepts  he  conducted  for  this  purpose,  though 
be  failed  m  the  d^red  object,  yet  be  accidentally  made  a  disco- 
very, which  proved  beneficial  to  hb  family  and  highly  ad\'aptii- 
geous  to  the  manufactures  of  the  country ;  the  art  of  varnishiMg 
iron  plates,  so  as  to  imitate  the  lackered  articles  brought  (rf^ 
Japan,  and  thence  denominated  Japan  ware.  Uis  son,  intfp- 
doced  into  the  manufactory  a  method,  by  means  of  acitfah 
alkaline  keys,  of  deansing  and  polishing  iron,  which  had  long 
been  kept  a  secret  at  Wobum,  in  Bedfordshire.  This  branch  of 
workmanship  was  long  carried  on  iu  a  large  way  at  Pontypo<d, 
tod  the  articles  were  unrivalled  in  point  of  excellence ;  so  much 
to,  that  aAer  the  trade  ramified,  and  was  establislied  in  other 
places,  particularly  in  Warwickshire,  the  goods  bore  the  name  of 
the  first  establishment ;  and  to  the  present  time  those  of  a  supe- 
rior kind  are  sold  under  the  denomination  of  Pontypool  ware. 

What  principally  tended  to  render  Pontypool  the  wealthy  and 
fiourishing  place  it  is  at  present,  were  tlie  irou-works  established 
here  by  Capel  Hanbury*,  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth 
century.    The  prevalency  of  iron  ore  in  the  surroundipg  hills, 

first 

•  Capel  was  the  younger  branch  of  the  family,  which  resided  at  Haa- 
Irary  HaD,  hi  Worcestersliirc,  whence  they  derived  the  name  of  Hanbury ; 
sad  Capel  and  several  of  Uie  family  were  interred  m  the  chaacel  of  Kidder- 
ssisMer  church,  in  wliich  parish  Hanbury  Hall  stood. 


first  excited  Llie  atlenlion  of  persons  conversant  wilb  tbe  iron 
Irarle,  und  tbe  faciiily  atforiled  to  the  nianufsicluriug  it  by  tbe 
quantities  of  coal,  wood,  and  ivater,  ^'ith  which  the  country 
abounds,  have  contributed  lo  fix,  and  extend  the  original  esta- 
blishments. Tndted,  the  situation,  in  tlie  vicinit}*  of  a  region  so 
rich  in  mineral  treasures  as  this  part  of  the  county,  and  those  of 
the  adjacent  country,  in  the  midst  of  caUieries,  furnaces,  and 
forges,  aikd  the  means  of  conveyance  for  heavy  articles  by  canals 
and  rail-Huvii.  render  it  peculiarly  calculated  for  every  description 
of  manufactures ;  and  it  is  not  improbable,  were  baleful  war  to 
cease,  and  peace  give  stimulus  to  the  energies  of  trade,  another 
generati«>n  may  see  a  new  **  toy-shop  of  Euro|>e;"  a  second  Bir- 
luinghani.  ari^e  amid  the  mountains  of  Monmouthsliire. 

The  town  has  only  two  princijwil  streets,  yet  is  a  large  strag- 
gling place,  containing:  many  neut  bouses  and  nutnerous  shops, 
which  give  it  an  air  of  tlinvint;  pros|>crtty ;  but  the  buildings 
being  annoyed  with  the  smoke  of  the  udjoiniirg  forges,  put  on  a 
dusky  appearance.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  occupied  in 
the  coal  and  iroo-workst  in  tlie  immGdiate  vicinity  ;  and  since  tbe 
establishment  of  the  Biaenavon  works,  they  have  derived  in- 
creasing advantages  from  the  rail-roads,  and  the  extension  of  the 
New{K>rt  Canal.  A  large  and  cheap  weekly  market,  on  Satur- 
days, is  well  supplied,  and  forms  the  grand  mart  for  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  this  motinlainuus  district  to  a  considerable  surrounding 
extent.  It  contains  neither  chapel  of  ease  nor  meeting- fa ouse^ 
although  the  parish  church  is  at  an  iuconvenieiil  distance,  and  the 
population  has  been  gradually  iucre^isiug.  According  to  tbe  re- 
turns made  to  parliament^  in  1801,  the  number  of  houses  was 
338»  and  of  inhabitants  1472. 


PoNtypool  Park  is  pleasantly  situated  on  an  eminence, 
which  forms  part  of  a  hill,  denominated,  from  its  shape,  Moel, 

•tween  the  town  and  Trevtthin  Church,  Nature  has  charm - 
M>  <iisplayed  her  variegating  powers  in  this  diversified  spot. 

lie  western  boundary  is  tbe  wild  torrent  of  the  Avon  Lwyd^ 

which 
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which  here  roshei  through  the  rocky  channel  whh  its  accustomed 
rapidity,  attended  with  romantic  scenery,  over  which  towers  the 
hare,  but  bold  elevation  of  Mynydd-Maen,  A  narrow  lawn  ex- 
tends from  Pont-y-Moel  to  the  house,  skirted  by  Jarge  plantations 
id  <mk,  beech,  and  Spanish  chesimt,  whose  patulous  and  pendant 
iHnaiichet  sweep  the  herbage  of  the  valley ;  while  on  the  opposite 
fide  tlie  grounds  rise  m  irreguhir  acclivities,  clothed  with  hanging 
groves :  and  beyond  these,  in  the  back  ground,  is  a  succe^ion  of 
swelling  emineaces,  which  the  variety  and  soAness  of  their  ondu* 
ktiqg  hnes,  finely  contrast  with  the  abrupt  and  irregular  features 
of  the  tunrounding  scenery  *•  The  mansion,  sitnateil  on  a  per- 
pcadicalar  cliff  above  the  Avon  Lwyd,  at  the  extremity  of  the 
groonds,  wasbegan  by  Major  Haubury,  towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  finished  by  bis  son  Capel ;  but 
it  haa  lately  undei^ne  considerable  alterations,  and  nunieroua 
improvements  have  l>een  judiciously  made  by  the  present  pro- 
prietor, Capd  Hrnkm^f  Leigh,  Etq.  It  is  a  good,  substaathd 
mansion,  and  contains  numerous  portraits  of  the  Hanbury  family. 
A  few  carious  ones  have  lately  been  brought  from  Onoll  Castle 
by  Mrs.  Leigh ;  and  two  pictures,  representing  groups  of  boyi; 
by  Mmriliop  dispfaiy  all  the  ease  and  simplicity  of  that  pleasing^ 
master.  These,  so  justly  admired  by  coimoisseurs,  were  a  pre> 
sent  from  the  great  Sir  Robert  Walpole  tu  Capel  Hanbury. 

Though  not  a  native  of  Pootypoo),  yet,  as  having  chiefly 
resided  there,  and  been  one  of  its  most  permanent  beuefiictois, 
it  would  l>e  improper  to  leave  the  town,  without  briefly  noticing 
a  character  dis^guished  by  his  talents  and  usefulness,  John 
HA19BY7BT,  Esq.  better  known  by  the  name  of  Mqf^  Hanbwry. 
He  was  bom  in  the  year  l664,  and  havmg  received  a  liberal 
education,  was  then  designed  for  the  bar ;  but  the  dull  study  of 
the  law  was  fiu:  from  according  with  the  activity  of  hb  mind. 
Possessed  of  a  natural  mechanical  and  manufacturing  genius,  he 

quickly 

*  Fn>iD  a  ninuner-lioine,  oo  an  cmineoce  aear  the  i outbeni  extremity  of 
the  chain  of  hills  extending  from  the  park  to  the  Blorenge,  is  a  very  gra- 
tifyiag,  and  almost  boundleH  prospect. 
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5|uickly  laid  aside  Cpke  upoo  Littletoq»  and,  declining  the  doubt< 
lui  way  to  wealth  and  famey  by  travelling  the  judicial  circuits,  be 
cbpse  the  more  certain  road  of  trade,  and  tnmed  bis  attention  to 
mines  and  forges.  Having  acquired  an  additipnal  fortune  by  niar- 
nage,  lie  ^%et\  bis  residence  at  Pontypool,  and  pi>cupiad  himself  in 
catending  and  impniving  tbe  iron-works  in  the  vicinity.  Profpuod 
skill  and  incessant  application  crowned  bis  end^vours  with  the 
desired  success :  lie  greatly  enhanced  bis  own  fortune*  benefitted 
the  neighbourhood,  and  contributed  towards  tbe  general  wel&re 
ifi  the  country  at  krge.  By  his  ingenuity  the  niacbinery  adapted 
to  the  works  received  considerable  improvements:  be  discovered 
the  method  of  making  sheet  iron,  by  the  process  of  yipaiiding 
Vurs  with  compressing  cylinders,  and  the  admifable  invention  of 
cqating  iron  with  tin,  of  which  so  many  useful,  culinary  and  ^her 
ytensils  are  manufactured,  was  by  bini  first  introduced  into  this 
kingdom,  and  the  first  tinning-work  set  up  at  pontypool.  By 
hjk  second  marriage,  into  the  family  of  Ayscangh*  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  Duke  of  Marlbprough,  who  honouied  him 
with  particiilar  mfirks  of  his  confident  and  esteem.  He  sat  ia 
three  successive  parliaments,  as  member  for  the  city  of  Gloucester, 
lor  which  he  had  first  been  elected  in  tbe  year  IfOl.  On  the  ao* 
cession  of  George  the  First  to  the  throne,  he  was  returned  knight  of 
the  shire  for  Monmouth ;  and  this  county  lie  continued  to  represent 
till  his  death,  which  happened  in  1754,  in  the  seventieth  year  of 
his  age.  During  the  first  part  of  his  political  career  he  was  at« 
tached  to  the  whig  interest,  and  with  that  party  uniformly  voted ; 
but  subsequent  to  the  grand  schism,  which  happened  in  that 
^M^tion,  he  seems  to  have  veered  rnund,  cither  from  drcum- 
stantial  changes  or  more  enlarged  views;  for  he  Joined  the  oppp- 
siliop,  and  became  one  of  the  hostile  plialanx*  which  continually 
annoyed  the  administration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole. 
Three  miles  from  Pontypool,  near  two  small  Jakes  called  re- 
servoirs, 

*  Tbe  name  vf  Jobn  HaalNiry  appears  ia  the  lift  of  those  wbe  nobly  op- 
posed, by  their  wtes,  the  eztemiiMi  of  «e  Ccrdse. 


as  ieffiftg  to  sitfyplj  the  canal  wftb  mtitT\  rises  the 
mmrtitahi  MYNYDihMABN,  ahoundhig  in  steep  and 
acditities,  by  one  af  which  Machen-bill  is  detached  from 
^1.  At- the  90oth-We9(em  extremity  of  the  mountain  rises  a  swell- 
^Hg  eaiiiitiiM»  cafled  T\tylt  Bi&lwnl,  and  vulgatly  Tarn  Baiam. 
^hoot  lik  nAtB  in  circamfefence  at  its  base,  of  an  o?al  slaf^, 
^ib^r&td  fikh  hMb,  and  a  browil'coloured  herbage.  The  snmmitii 
Itt;  tiMi  upon  it  is  an  enitmehment  of  an  elliptical  form,  one 
haadred  abd  ninefy  Jfards  in  length,  and  in  the  widest  part  sevebty 
ia  breadth ;  at  the  east  end  of  which  is  a  drcuhir  tvnm!m,  or 
artificial  monnd  of  earth  and  stones,  thirty  feet  in  height,  sup- 
tftaoded  witb  h  deep  f\m.  The  large  incTosnte  is  environed  by 
I  fbii,  tboat  three  feet  deep,  and  from  extending  romid  the 
fferga  «f  tb^  deelhrftas  part  of  the  eminence,  has  been  genertdly 
Mil|>Med  16  have  been  a  British  of  Roman  camp ;  if  sd,  it  cotald 
only  btv(i  b^ea  6M  6f  the  caltipa-estita  for  i€tnponttj  occnpattoift, 
« tbto  «iferdse  of  the  troops.  Some  hav«  viewed  it  as  dna  ^ 
yKHNf  aiMsieM  plaea  of  se^ltu^,  denominttted  cArns  among  tbi 
Btflttii%  who  Hied  td  bury  Under  heaps  of  stbnH  lihfc  this,  db 
iMiK»  prtad  ^lenitiNl  spot,  any  disfhiguish4>d  chi<!flfiin  who  Ml  ib 
deftfiM  6f  hM  count ^y ;  fbr  the  doable  purpose  of  a  totispicaotM 
laettoHil,  add  exciting  terrific  recollections  in  the  breasts  of 
fhal^  cneiilies.  Stich  an  o|)inioti  is  strongly  countenanced  by  the 
dam^  giv^  to  an  adjacent  dingle.  Cum  Cam,  that  is,  the  yaJley  of 
Ifae  Carn.  But  the  learned  antiquary,  Mr.  William  Oweh,  db^ 
•enrCSy  that  according  to  traditional  inforrofltion  preserved  among 
the  ^pttataii  mU  tff  Cataabtiaii  bards,  it  was  once  a  c^IebMed  ^t 
for  holding  the  bardie  meeting  called  Eisteddfod :  and  when  thcfsit^ 
and  other  timifairinclosures  are  compared,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
wak  hi  orifittal  designation.  The  prospect  from  it  will  amply 
repay  tbe  fatigue  which  the  curious  traveller  may  have  in  ascend- 
hig  the  moantain. 

Lantarnam 

*  Ook  si^pUcs  tfie  I'ontypoiDl  branch,  md  the  other  tbe  Cnimlin 
biticfc. 


for  mookf  of  the  Cister- 

««T*  niiied,  on  its  dissolu- 

ot  the  origunl  building 

the  conventual  garden 

tat  ao,  ■  Ike  pointed  style,  that 

*  «  P«ck,  oo  which  is  a  shield  in 

hmHy  in  nine  quarter- 

hi  *v  Mn  of  Elinbeth  the  abbey 

Eiq.  who  erected  out  of 


a  a  fine  mansion,  but 
and  the  combflnation  of 
*t  impress  the 
drcaiy  appearance 
several  full- 
:  and  the  rojal  arms  em- 
i»  davs  of  splendour  it 
.    h  sevcial  apartments' 
of  the  fa- 
il highly  diversi- 
jkfMS  inlefspersed  with 
vx     >;tiii»ji.>tr»  imf    <>«i^  i^ame*  of  anliqvatcd  trees,  which 
- .    -i.Nii*?  M  14 n;  ...»  je  nv'uacflot^  picTdre.    A  stream,  already 
.  «.\*i   4nt-«;«-  jx«  ij.ne  j:  A*vm  Lvyd*  coauag  down  from  the 
•  -X JVM  J.l.^s.  K;w»  »«  Ae  put :  aad  ob  its  banb  stands  the 
<.i«rt^  *^'  l-Mk-irvMB.  wokfl  Mr.  Coift  lappaies  a  corruplion 
ik  Utt-  rfr^tmf%  *.  tW  aKWM  uflK  of  tbe  rmkt. 

WENTLOOG 

*  «^  |1  •vMtttii  1W  ap(»«;!«rx«  «"«'  Atpd  Lwyd,  er  the  Grey  rivpr,  since 
t  4f  tW  riNs«^<kri5  Jic  Pi-atypooU  from  it*  watets  being 
iQi  •K^ottn^fp  of  tW  irv«>-»ioo«."    Hbt.  Tour,  p.  116»  note. 
«f  hv\'i«  are  the  iiKvt  ancient  appeJUtions  in  langnage,  and 
tiTM  fr(«i  M4ne  ttiiking  featsre  or  efaaracteristic.    Avon  is  a 

iceneric 
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WENTLOOG  HUNDRED 


bat  tbe  bundled  of  Abergavenny  on  tbe  nortb-east,  hanog  tbt 
Ebwj  rivulet  for  iu  boundary,  and  on  tbe  soutb-weat  tbe  river 
Rumney,  wbicb  separates  it  from  the  county  of  Glamorgan, 
stictcbing  ui  a  soutb-easterly  direction  from  Brecknock  to  tbe 
sea.  Tbe  greater  part  of  tbis  district  is  a  mountainous  tract, 
watered  by  numerous  streams,  particularly  tbe  Ebwy,  tbe  Sorwy, 
and  tbe  Rumncy,  flowing  nearly  parallel,  and  wbicb  are  flanked 
by  chains  of  bills  rnnuing  in  similar  directions.  A  branch  of  tbe 
Newport  canal  reaches  north-westerly  up  to  Crumlin-bridge, 
and  a  rail-road  extends  the  communication  to  tbe  iron  founderies 
at  Ebwy,  and  to  the  Beaufort  forges  and  other  works,  in  tbt 
county  of  Brecon. 

Tbb  hundred  contains  the  town  of  Ntwpart ;  tbe  parishes  of 
Bedwa$,  Upper  and  Lower,  Beitmi,  St.  Bride  $,  BydwMy^  Caed- 
etrmewt  HenUU,  Machtn^  Upper  and  Lower,  Malpaa,  Manhfi^d, 
Si.  Meilam**,  MichaeUtomtvedow,  Peterst&me,  Risca^  Humney,  Si. 
Woolla$  ;  and  nine  respectable  hamlets»  viz.  Ciatvrplgff',  Duffrin, 
Graig,  JMawrcoed,  Mamhoie,  Monidd  Main,  Penmain,  Rtfger- 
tttae,  YchUwreotd. 

Proceeding  from  Pontypool,  in  a  north-westerly  direction,  tbe 
trtvdler  enters  what  has  been  termed  "  the  wilds  of  Monmoutb- 
ihire,"  a  tract  of  country,  little  frequented,  abounding  in  diver- 
sified and  romantic  scenery ;  and  still  more  interesting  in  a  statis- 
tical point  of  view,  from  its  mineral  treasures.    About  three 

miles 

genmc  term  for  rivers  in  general ;  and  Lwyd  or  Llwyd,  a  specific,  siguify- 
bf,  not  grey,  but  fwmmgj  from  Uwyd  tcncscere,  to  grow  white,  «S 
waten  in  a  state  of  foam.  Torfaen,  that  is,  the  stone-breaker,  was  pro- 
balilj  a  vulgar  tenn ;  for  the  inhabitants  say  tfaty  have  seen  tbe  stones  strike 
iie»  wtaca  dashed  together  by  tlic  torrent. 
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miles  above  Crumlin-bridge,  at  Ibe  foot  of  tbe  Beacon  Mountain, 
the  two  streams,  called  the  Great  and  Little  £bwy  rivers,  form  a 
junction.  At  this  confluence  the  most  careless  observer  must 
have  his  alteniiou  fixed,  however  reluctant  he  may  feel,  to  ad* 
mire  the  beautiful  and  lublifiie ;  or,  however  incapable  be  may 
be  to  relish  those  inexpressible  delights  which  arise  from  the 
contemplation  of  those  grand  features  of  nature. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  views  at  Ihe  junction  of  these  two 
streams,  where  the  Oceat  Ebwy,  rushing  tlirough  tlie  vale  of 
Ebwy  with  ib  sylvan  and  rocky  accompaniments  on  one  side,  and 
on  the  other  tiie  Little  Ebwy,  bursting  suddenly  from  a  dense 
wood,  eager,  through  a  narrow  glen,  to  join  its  foaming  waters 
with  the  sister  stream.  Over  the  latter  are  two  stone  bridges; 
one  originally  coustructetl  for  general  communication,  and  the 
otlier  erected  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  rail-road,  which 
leads  to  Ebwy  Vale  furnace,  and  to  the  Beaufort  iron-works. 
Near  the  north-western  extremity  of  the  long  mountainous  ridge 
that  goes  undir  ihe  genenll  name  of  Mynydd  Maen,  is  Sorwi/ 
smetttngjmiuuie,  and  three  miles  b^lowv  the  \rw  and  coal-mmes 
of  6rinaM,  Deaceviding  Uie-vale  <ii  Sorwy«  where  it  is  crossed 
by  the  toad  leading  ftoni  Pdntypool  to  Mirthyr  Tydvil,  is 

BTDWBLtTtj  the  chCtfch  of  which  vilUge,  dedicated  to  St. 
Saiinan,  is  a  curious  instance  of  the  mixture  of  the  ancient  Bri- 
tish mode  of  building  with  the  succeeding  pointed  style.  The 
structure  is  singularly  mean,  and^  but  for  this  circumstance,  would 
have  no  chiim  to  attention  :  it  consists  of  a  mive,  north  aile,  and  a 
chancel ;  Ihe  two  latter  are  separated  from  the  nilve  by  a  range 
of  low  massive  columns,  two  feet  eiglit  inches  in  diameter,  and 
ttot  Hiore  than  three  feet  and  a  half  in  height.  These  are  sur- 
ifti»tifated  by  a  range  of  pointed  arches.  The  churchyard  is 
environed  with  ancient  entrenchments,  tbe  vestiges  of  which  hare 
nearly  been  obliterated  by  the  plough.  Descending  the  vale  to  the 
let\,  are  the  coal-mines  of  Mynyddy  Slwyn,  and  the  extensive 
iron-works  of  Aberc^m,    These,  late  the  property  of  Sanioel 

Glover, 
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Olover»  Em|.  consist  of  a  founder^*;  a  tilting  and  fuming  mill ;  an 
C>sniond  forge ;  a  wire  mill,  capable  of  drawing  a  hundred  bundles 
<^f  wire  per  week ;  a  forge,  with  shingling  and  finishing  rollers^ 
"^jvr  Inch  will  shingle  seventy  tons  per  week ;  and  a  rolling  mill» 
Cbat  will  convert  sixty  tons  per  week  of  half  blooms  into  bar-iron. 
"Pbe  Monmouthshire  canal  passes  through  the  works,  which  are 
s^jpplied  with  coals  irom  a  colliery,  one  mile  and  a  half  distant. 
^>Toagfat  down  a  tram-road  to  the  canal. 

Bass  ALSO.    In  Ibis  parish  was  a  Priory  of  black  monks  of  the 
'fienedictine  order,  founded  by  Robert  de  Haye,  and  Gundreda, 
lib  wife,  between  the  years  1 101  and  1 1?0.     It  was  made  a  cell 
to  the  abbey  of  Glastonbary,  but  appears  to  have  gone  to  decay 
prior  to  the  general  dissolution  of  religious  houses.    Tamier  ob- 
serves,   that   the  monks  were  soon    recalled  to    Glastonbury; 
for  abbot  Michael,  who  attained  tliat  dignity  in  1235,  let  to 
farm  the  church  of  Bassalech,  which  seems  a  convincing  proof 
tint  there  were  no  longer  any  of   their  own  convent  resi<lent 
there.    No  remains  of  the  ancient  priory  exist,  but  a  ruin  situ- 
ated in  a  dense  wood,  about  a  mile  from  the  church,  is  supposed 
to  have,  been  part  of  the  structure ;  and  the  name  of  Coed-y» 
roooachty,  the  wood  of  the  monastery,  corroborates  the  supposi- 
tion.   In  this  parish  is  a  conical  hill,  called  Craig-y-Saesson,  on 
the  summit  of  which  is  a  circular  encampment,  almorit  obscured 
by  underwood.     From  the  name,  it  has  been  attributed  to  the 
Saxons;  but  saesson  is  a  term  of  reproach,  which  the  Welsh  be- 
stow on  all  foreigners,  and,  the  want  of  understanding  this  dis- 
tinction, has  Jnduced  antiquaries  to  extend  the  incursions  uf  the 
Saxons  further  into  these  parts  than  facts  will  sup|>ort,  or  circuui* 
stances  allow.    The  entrenchment  consists  of  a  single  foss  and 
rampart  of  earth.     About  a  mile  distant  is  another  of  a  similar 
shape*  with  loose  stones  Ivin^  in  the  foss,  which  probably  are  the 
remalDs  of  walls.     These  fortresses,  from  their  construction,  were 
apparently  British ;  and  a  meadow  near,  called  Macs- Arthur,  re- 
cords tiie  memory  of  that  celebrated  hero. 
Vol.  XI.— Sept.  I809.  H  Tredegar 
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Trbdboar   Park,  is    the  spacious  and  magnificent  seat  of 

tbe  ancient  (kniily  of  Morgan,  who  for  generations  resided  here ; 

but  the  heir  male  failed  oo  the  death  of  tbe  late  John  Morgan, 

Esq*,  andthe  property  came  to  Sir  Charles  Gould  Morgan,  Bart. 

late  advocate-'geDera],  in  right  of  hb  wife,  Jane,  sole  heiress  of 

tke  above  Jolm  Morgan.    The  house  stands  in  a  flat  |)art  of  the 

park.    Some  of  the  original  structure,  described  by  Leland  as 

"  a  very  fair  place  of  stone,''   is  still  remaining,  but  has  long  been 

converted  into  offices.    Tbe  present  mansion,  built  of  brick,  was 

erected  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second.    The  apartments  are 

large  and  well  proportioned,  and  some  are  curious  for  being 

fitted  up  in  the  ancient  style,  particularly  what  is  called  the  oak 

room,  from  its  being  floored  and  wainscoted   with  planks  cut 

out  of  a  single  oaken  tree.    This  apartment,  which  is  forty-two 

feet  in  length  and  tweoty-seven  in  breadth,  will  convey  some  idea 

of  the  enormous  height  and  girt  of  the  prodigious  extension  of  a 

single  acorn.    Here  is  a  large  collection  of  pictures,  principally 

portraits,  among  which  is  a  fine  painting  of  the  celebrated  ser- 

jeaut  Sir  John  Matnard,  in  his  judicial  robes.    The  park, 

well  stocked  with  deer,  is  CTitensive,  and  the  grounds  are  finely 

diversified  with  variegated  features,  soft  and  abrupt,  champaign, 

and  acclivous,  covered  with  noble  plantations  of  oak,  beech,  and 

Spaubh  chesnut. 

Feterstone  Church,  situated  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  the  sea  walls,  is  an  elegant  structure  of  hewn  stone;  and  the 

tower 


*  The  family  of  Morgan  is  one  of  tlie  most  ancient  and  roost  conspimoiis 
in  Wales,  and  many  of  tfaem  have  been  cmbla«>ued  in  the  poems  of  the 
bards,  and  in  the  records  of  history.  That  partiality  for  tracing  family 
pedigrees,  which  may  be  termed  intttUe  heraldry,  has  exerted  its  ntmost 
powers  to  pursue  to  the  highest  source  the  lineage  of  Morgan,  and  follow 
'  iNgh  all  its  direct  and  collateral  ramifications.  The  mo&t  authentic 
t  Makes  fhem  descendants  of  the  crlrbratpd  ilefender  of  his  country 
osorpation,  Caradoc,   t>ettcr  known  under  tlie  name  of 
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tower  ^exhibits  a  good  specimen  of  architecture,  iu  the  early 
pointed  style.  The  church  consists  of  a  nave  and  two  ailes, 
whieh  are  separated  from  the  former  by  two  ranges  of  clustered 
colambsy  on  which  rest  lofty  pointed  arches.  The  chancel  is  en- 
tirely dilapidated ;  but  its  site  is  visible  beyond  the  present  eastern 
whidow.  This  edi6ce  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  Mabile,  or 
Mand,  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  great  Norman  liaron,  Rol>ert 
Fitzbamon,  and  wife  of  Robert,  earl  of  Gloucester,  natural  son 
of  Kmg  Henry  the  First. 

Castbll  6la8,  or  Green  Castle,  during  the  baronial  wars, 
and  tlie  contentions  of  the  York  and  Lancastrian  families,  was 
a  fortress  of  great  strength  and  srruiity,  belonging  to  the 
d«chy  of  Lancaster.  Though  neither  noticed  by  Leiand  ftot 
Camden,'  ft  is  well  depicted  by  Churchyard,  as  it  appeared  in  the 
time  of  Elizabeth  :— 

**  A  goodljr  seate,  a  tower,  a  princely  pyle, 

Bnilt  as  a  watch  or  safiie  for  the  soyle, 

By  river  stands,  from  Newport  not  three  rayle  j 

Tills  honse  was  made  when  many  a  bloodie  broyle 

Iu  Wales,  God  wot,  destroyed  that  publicke  state : 

Here  men  with  sword  and  shield  did  branles  debate ; 

Here  safUe  stood,  for  many  thinj^  indeede, 

That  sought  saveguard,  and  did  some  sucker  neede'*.** 

The  remains  of  this  strong  and  splendid  fortress,  situated  in  the 
low  ground,  called  Mendalgyf,  between  the  Ebwy  and  the  Usk, 
consist  of  a  square  tower,  with  a  spiral  staircase ;  some  of  the 
apartments,  in  which  are  pointed  arches  belonging  to  tite  win- 
dows and  doorways ;  and  a  building  used  by  the  occupier  of  the 
adjoining  farm,  as  a  shed  for  cattle.  At  a  small  distance  is  a 
raised  mound  of  earth,  the  site  of  the  citadel  or  keep ;  and  the 
numerous  remains  of  walls  and  foundations  which  have  been  traced 
by  digging,  shew  it  to  have  been  of  very  considerable  cxteut.     The 

H  2  whol^ 

•  Worthines  of  Wales,  p.  50. 
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whole  binldiug  appears  to  have  been  faced  with  bewo  Iinie*slODe, 
du;  from  adjacent  quarries.  The  rirer,  it  is  probable*  was  once 
Bavigable  up  to  the  castle.  Rather  more  than  a  mile  distant,  to 
the  west,  on  the  same  side  of  the  Ebwy,  b  a  small  circular  m- 
tremekmni,  oo  an  eminence  denominated  the  Crarr, 

M  ALP  AS  ChvbcH,  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town  of 
Newport,  is  an  object  well  deserving  antiquarian  and  historic  at- 
tention. The  building,  now  the  place  for  parochial  worship,  was 
the  chapel  to  a  snvill  religious  house  for  monks  of  the  Cluniac 
order,  a  cell  to  the  priory  of  Montacute,  in  Somersetshire.  This, 
Tanner  conjectures,  was  the  property  granted  to  that  monastery 
by  Winebald  de  Baeluna,  or  Balun,  in  the  time  of  Henry  the 
Find,  under  the  denomination  of  Terra  de  Cairlion ;  and  was 
given  as  parcel  of  that  monastery,  at  the  Dissolution,  to  William 
Herbert,  of  St.  Julian's.  This  church,  built  of  unhewn  stone,  is 
of  an  oblong  shape,  and  consists  of  a  nave  and  chancel ;  but  has 
neither  aile  nor  steeple.  The  entrance,  on  the  western  side,  and 
three  of  the  principal  windows  have  circular  heads,  ornamented 
^illi  hatchet  and  other  mouldings,  and  receding  columns,  which 
have  been  supposed  decidedly  characteristic  of  the  Saxon,  or  eariy 
Au!*lo-Nonnan  architecture:  some  few  of  the  original  apertures 
have  been  filled  up,  and  pointed  windows  inserted.  The  arch  of 
the  south  windoxt,  apparently  once  a  door-way,  is  more  richly 
docoratwl,  and  embossed  wilh  roses,  very  similar  to  the  Etruscan 
style :  the  columns  are  massy^  and  of  different  shapes,  with  va- 
ritnl  rapitttis  hs  is  the  case  in  many  buildings  which  have  gene- 
rally been  referred  to  the  Saxon  period;  but  from  the  welt 
founded  iloubts  of  some  historians^  whether  the  Saxons  ever  were 
hi  poHsession  of  this  part  of  the  country,  and  the  certainty  that 
tlifv  nrver  were  settled  in  it,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  early 
iMltMlurtion  of  Christianity  in  the  vicinity,  which  will  be  noticed 
h  the  iccount  of  Caerleon,  there  is  a  strong  probability  that  it 
k  «  British  structure,  of  unknown  epoch. 

NEWPORT. 
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Thb  town,  called  by  Gyraldus,  Novus-Burgus,  or  New-towi^ 
«rote  out  of  the  declining  greatness  of  Caerleon,  and  was  by  the 
Welsh     denommated  •  Castel^Newydd,  or  New-castle.    Robert, 
carl  of  Oloucesfer,  natural  son  of  Henry  the  First,  obtained,  io 
right  of  his  wife,  Maud,  da^ighter  of  Robert  Fitahamon,  with 
other  posaessionsy  the  lordship  of  Monmouth.     He  was  well 
jMUed  io  military  architecture,  and  erected  several  castles  to  de- 
UaaA  his  immense  possessions,  amongst  which  are  noticed  Bristol, 
Caerdiff,aiid  Newport.    This  was  peculiarly  necessary  for  the  de- 
ftnoe  of  the  territory  on  the  south-west  side  of  the  river,  which 
was  open  to  the  attacks  of  the  Welsh,  who  often  wrested  Caerleon 
from  the  Anglo-Normans,  and  made  inroads  into  the  country  of 
Morgamioc.    William,  son  of  Robert,  succeeded  his  fatlier,  aud 
io  his  time  the  castle  was  strongly  garrisoned  under  the  name  of 
Ibe  New  Castle  on  the  Usk,  A.  D.  1172.    Jjust  before  the  deatli 
of  Willian^  an  anecdote  is  related  by  Powell^,  which  perpetuates 
the  memory  of  the  garrison  aud  the  castle,  by  the  mdelibk 
waxja  of  treachery  and  blood.     In  the  year  1173»  Henry  the 
Second  endeavoured  to  detlirone  prince  Jorwertk  ap  Owen,  aud 
•had  deprived  him  of  a  great  part  of  his  possessions;  but  while 
the  king  was  engaged  in  the  French  war,  the  Welsh  chieftain  had 
repoasesed  himself  of  the  greater  portion;  and  Henry,  on  his  tp" 
turoy  found  him  become  so  formidable,  that  he  thought  it  pnk- 
dent  to  make  peace  with  him,  whom  he  had  a  short  time  before 
.ahi¥Mi  virtnally  dethroned.      For  the  purpose  of  negociation, 
he  granted  a  safe  passage  to  Jorwertb  and  hb  sous,   to  meet 
him  at  a  conference  on  the  borders.    In  consequence,  the  eldest 
son  of  Jorwerth,  Qwen  ap  Caradoc,  while  on  the  road  to  meet  hi« 
lather,  was  assailed  by  some  soldiers  from  the  garrison  of  New-r 

H  .3  port, 

•  History  of  Wales,  p.  iOO. 
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port,  b^  whom  Ihe  youn^^   and     vullianl  dueftuiii   was  ba»ely 
niurtierefl,     "  If,**  as  a  writer  justly  observes,  **  afler  wliat  bad 
passt'd   between   the  Welsh  princes   and   the  Englisli   monarch, 
Henry  had  any  pre^  ious  knowledge  of  this  treacherous  transao 
tion ;  or  if,  as  has  hoen  stated,  it  wns  done  at  his  instigation,  and 
liy  Ills  contniaiid,  it  not  only  marks  a  cruel  and  mistaken  }>oltcy 
for  the  suhjifgation  of  the  Welsh,  but  leaves  an  indelible  stain 
upon  the  moral  diaracter   of  Henry,   for  an  act  of  harbanty, 
uhich  no  slate  policy  could  juslify,  nor  time  ever  efface.**     What 
lurglit  have  been  foremen*  iustuntly  took  place :  when  Ihe  poig* 
tiant  tale  of  p^iei  reached  the  ears  of  Jorwertli,  he  instantly  broke 
off  tile  conference;  returned  with  \m  younger  son,  Hovvel,  to  lay 
before  hb  «fubjects  and  allies  the  irreparable  mjuTy  he  had  sustained 
from   the  treachery  of  the  Englisli   jnonarch*     Roused  by  iIm) 
base  acl   of  perfidy,  4he  VVelsh  raliietl  round  his  standard^  and», 
breathing  revenge,  and  detcmunett  on  retaliation,  they  entered  tli«  I 
marches,  and  with  tire  and  swonl  carried  devastation  and  dismay 
to  the  banks  of  the  Severn  and  the  W>c ;  to  llie  gates  of  Here- 
foi^  and  Oloncester,     From  the  Earl  of  Gloucester,  the  castle 
came  into  Ihe  posse i«ion  of  Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of  Herefoni; 
And  from  him  rt  descended  to  Ihe  Le  Despenser^.     It  was  then 
reistored  to  Hugh  de  Amlley,  and,  by  marriage,   came  to  Ralph. i 
earl  of  Stafford,  who  performed  the  most  valorous  exploits  under! 
the  Black  Prince,  at  the  memorable  battle  of  Cressy.     For  those] 
services  he  was  created  carl  of  Hereford,  ap|K)inled  the  viceroy 
and  caplain-generai  of  Aquitaii*,  in  France,  with  a  specm!  cohkj 
sntasion  to  raise  forces  for  it*  defence ;  and  nnder  that  authority,| 
sixty   men  with  lances  were  impressed  out  of  his  lordships 
Newport  and  Nellierwent,  in  the  Marches  of  Wales.     In  his  fa«] 
mily  it  ctmtinued  till  the  attainder  of  F>duard,  third  doke  oiP) 
Buckioghanj,  when  the  caslte  and  lordship  were  seized  by  Heurjr 
the  Eighth.     The  present  proprietor  is  Willfain  Kcmeys,  Esqf^j 
of  Mayndee, 

The  shell  of  Ihe  castle,  staodki^  near  the  foot  of  tlie  bndgebj 
on  the  ri^ht  bank  of  the  Usk,  is  a  massive  structure,  but  not  of 

Urge 
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Itife  d]iiieiinoiis»  althougli  it  appears  to  have  formerly  been  of 
greater  exleot.  The  building  iorma  nearly  a  paralletogram,  ancl 
it  eoDStructed  mhU  rubble,  coigoed  wilh  bewn  stone.  The  side 
towands  the  town  consists  simply  of  a  plain  wall,  devoid  of  but<» 
treties^  which  has  led  to  the  conjecture,  that  it  was  erected  solely 
for  defepdiog  the  passage  across  the  river ;  but  it  is  evident,  thai 
fomerly  the  works  were  much  slroager  on  the  southern  side,  and 
veatigef  of  a  moat  still  appear,  thougii  it  has  been  filled  witb 
faitk  fioip  tbe  aiyoiiiing  canal.  Toward  the  north,  in  the  centre^ 
it  a  aqmoe  tower,  which  served  for  the  keep  or  citadel,  flanked 
with  small  turrets.  Beneath  this  is  a  sally-porf,  facing  the  river, 
luniag  a  pointed  arch,  and  a  groove  for  a  portcullis ;  on  each 
ade  it  a  large  massy  tower,  with  windows  and  oeillets  in  the 
poinled  style.  The  centre  contains  a  spacious  apartment,  called 
tbe  stale-room ;  adjoinii^  to  th»  are  the  remains  of  the  baronial 
hiU,  the  windows  of  which  are  decorated  witb  rich  stone  tracery. 
One  of  Ibe  colhiteral  towers,  though  in  a  dilapidated  state,  is 
iifcled  op  as  an  babitatioo. 

Newport  was  formerly  defended  by  fortified  walls,  tliough  aft 
pictent  DO  vestiges  whatever  remain.  Leland  mentions  three 
gate-bouses  as  standing  in  bis  time :  one  a  large  stone  gate,  by 
the  bridge  at  the  east  end  of  the  town ;  another  at  tbe  west 
end  of  the  town,  near  Uie  parish  church  ;  and  a  third,  in  the 
centre  of  the  High-street.  The  site  of  the  eastern  and  western 
may  yet  be  traced  ;  and  the  central  one  was  an  ancient  archway 
in  tlie  pointkl  style,  the  upper  part  of  which  was  long  used  as  a 
prison  ;  but  the  whole  has  lately  been  taken  down.  An  old  build- 
ing, near  thb  gate,  is  shewn  as  the  house  of  the  murenger,  who 
was  an  officer  of  consequence  in  ancient  times,  particularly  in  forti- 
fied towns  ;  but  as  this  place  was  exempt  from  murage  as  early  as 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Second,  this  cannot  be  fact.  The  cd^ 
fice  has  an  ornamented  front,  with  shields  of  arms  carved  in  stone 
over  an  antiquated  doorway. 

Newport  obtained  a  charter  of  privileges  for  its  burgesses  and 
kifaabitants  of  Edwanl  the  Second,  by  means  of  the  influence 

H  4  which 
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vrfaicli  the  younger  Hugh  de  Spencer  bad  over  that  weak  and  un- 
fortunate monarch.  It  afterwards  received  further  grants  from 
subsequent  kings;  and  by  a  charter,  dated  in  the  twenty-first  year 
of  James  the  First,  it  is  now  governed  by  a  corporation,  under 
the  denoniination  of  "  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of 
the  borough  of  Newport,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth  *." 

This  town,  conjointly  with  Usk  and  Monmouth,  seqds  one 
member  to  the  British  senate;  and,  as  previously  oliserved^ 
the  franchise  n  vested  in  the  burgesses,  being  resident,  who  are 
elected  by  the  mayor  and  aldenncuy  assisted  by  the  manorial 
lord,  or  his  afeward. 

The  town  is  a  narrow,  straggling  place,  consisting  principally 
of  one  long  street,  extending  Irom  the  flat  bank  of  the  Usk  up 
to  the  eminence  on  which  stands  the  parish  church.  It  has  been 
termed  by  tourists  a  gloomy  place;  but  tliat  arises  more  from 
tlM  want  of  apparent  activity,  than  the  dulness  of  situation. 

Leiand  says,  "the  touii  is  in  ruin,*"  and  further  states 
"  tlier  was  a  house  of  religion  by  the  key,  bencth  the 
bridge  f."  This,  Tanner  conjectured,  was  a  monastery  of 
friars  preachen ;  because,  at  the  Dissolution,  such  a  one  was 
granted  to  Sir  Edward  Cain.    The  remains  are  still  standing, 

near 

•  The  privileges  confirmed  by  this  charter,  exclusive  of  the  mnnicipal 
powers,  were  nnmcrotts.  The  burgesses  are,  by  viitue  of  several  previous 
grants  and  patents,  exempt  from  the  payment  of  sundry  tolls  and  duties 
throujE^hout  the  kin|;doms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  duchy  of 
Aqnitain,  and  all  other  dominions  of  the  realm  of  England.  These  grants, 
&c.  were  previously  confirmed  in  the  27  tb  year  of  Elisabeth,  and  the 
exempiions  were  from  murage  or  wall-tax,  pontage  or  bridge-toll,  pick- 
age  or  8tandin<;-toll,  tronage  or  wool-weighing  toll,  kayage  or  wharfage, 
terrage  or  tillage,  and  all  other  customs  and  duties  of  whatever  descrip- 
tion ;  those  upon  wool,  hides,  fleecer,  or  sheepskins,  and  wines,  excepted. 

About  fifty  statute  acres  of  marsh-land  being  within  the  limits  of  the 
borougli,  belon$r  to  the  inhabiting  burgesses,  and  ^eir  widows.  Hits  they 
have  eiyoyed,  either  by  grant  or  prescriptive  right,  for  more  than  a  century, 
with  certain  limitations  as  to  the  mode  and  time  of  taking  the  produce. 

t  Itinerary,  Vol  IV.  f.  53. 
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the  wm,  below  the  bndgc ;  they  eomist  of  sevenl  detached 
apsutmentf,  the  fratcy,  with  iis  windows,  having  pomtcd 
archci,  apd  the  Dortbera  traoiept  of  the  conventual  chunch^ 
which,  though  small,  is  a  neat  specimen  of  the  styl^  of  the  ori- 
ginal building :  it  is  used  as  a  house  for  a  cyder-mill,  and  the 
press  is  placed  in  a  recess  which  appears  to  have  been  a  sepulchral 
shrine  or  chapel.  The  gardens  of  the  monastery  are  yet  inclosed 
with  the  original  walL 

The  Chm-dk  p/  St.  WotUaa,  which  Letand  calls  St  Guntle 
Obve  in  English,  and  which  is  the  only  place  of  worship  for 
the  inhabitants,  in  the  establishment,  is  situated  on  an  emineuce 
to  the  ^nthwest  of  the  town.  The  edifice  consists  of  a  lofty 
square  tower,  a  nave  with  two  ailes,  a  chaucel,  and  a  small  cha- 
pel, dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  now  used  only  as  a  pkice  of  inters 
Bieut  It  has  been  erected  at  different  times.  The  present  tower 
was  built  by  Henry  the  Third,  as  a  testimony  of  his  gratitude  to 
the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  town,  for  their  successful  opposition 
to  Simon  Montfqrt,  earl  of  Leicester.  All  that  remains  of  the 
original  structure  is  the  present  uave,  built,  if  not  in  the  Saxon^f 
evidently  in  the  earliest  part  of  the  Anglo-Norman  period.  The 
grand  entrance  formerly  was  by  the  western  doorway,  leading  out 
of  St.  Mary's  chapel  into  the  church.  This  is  formed  by  a  semi- 
circular arch,  with  several  hatcheted,  crenellated,  and  billeted 
mouldiogs,  resting  on  two  low  cylindrical  columns,  and  capitab 
decorated  with  foliage.  The  nave  is  separated  from  the  ailes 
by  five  circular  arches  on  each  side,  resting  on  four  massive 
i^plunuis,  and  a  pentagonal  pilaster,  or  half  colunm,  at  each  ex- 
tremity. The  doors  and  windows  are  in  tlie  pointed  style,  and 
of  much  later  date.  A  few  fragments  of  painted  glass  still  remain 
in  some  of  the  windows. 

Near  the  church  was  a  barrow,  vulgarly  called  Twt/n-Gumlliw, 
or  the  tomb  of  St.  Woolas,  to  whom  the  church  is  dedicated. 
This,  Harris,  in  his  account  of  the  antiquities  of  Newport,  with 
probability  in  favour  of  the  opmion,  conjectures  to  have  been  one 
of  those  forts  denominated  arx  speculatoria,  which  the  Romans 

usually 
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usually  ronstructcd  adjacent  la  liieir  encampments  _ 
vcsligest  of  tlie  UUer  are  sUll  visible  in  the  viciuity, 

Newport  Bridge  is  -a  iianilsome  ^toiie  structure  of  Ave  arches, 
over  the  V^k,  built  at  the  expeuse  of  tlie  couuly,  uoder  the  ili- 
icctioH  of  Mr,  Duviii  E^lHards,  sou  of  the  celebrated  Edwards^ 
ivliu  erected  tiie  far-famed  bridge  of  one  arch,  called  Pont-v- 
Pr^dd,  near  Caer}>hvlli,  iti  Glamorgaittihire.  The  etitranci;  into 
the  toxin,  previotis  to  the  recent  coiiipletioii  of  this  structure,  wds 
by  means  of  a  long  narrow  wooden  bridge,  with  a  Qioveable 
Door,  similar  to  the  one  at  Caerleon. 

Tlie  iidwbildnls  of  this  town  are  principally  supported  by  the 
commercial  relations  of  tt]e  port,  which  consists  of  foreigu,  coast' 
I  ing,  and  inland  trade.     With  respect  to  the  former  ^he  only  iu' 

I  formation  to  be  obtained  is  from  tlic  custom-ht»u^e  entries  ;  and, 

I  IIS  these  are  made  at  Caerdift*  New  port  being  oidy  a  creek  of  that 

I  port,  it  is  diHicuit  to  get  an  accurate  staleaient.     According  to 

I  returns  furnished  to  Mr.  Coxe,  the  total  number  of  ships,  witli 

■  their  tonnage  and  number  of  men,  registered  in  the  port  of  Caer- 

^^        diflfj  was  as  follows 


Sliipsf, 

Twns.          i^Ieii. 

1792  •..-  22  .- 

874 76 

1798  ••.•30.- 

1076...- 97 

Supposing,  therefore,  Newport  to  have  shared  at  all  with  Cierdiff, 
the  foreigj)  trade  was  at  the  latter  period  on  I  he  increase ;  but  it 
has  never  arrived  at  a  state  to  be  of  much  con^idcrntion,  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view.  Its  coasting  trade  is,  liowevcr,  consi* 
derable.  The  export'*  consist  chiefly  <'f  coals,  with  cast  and  bar- 
iron  from  the  different  founderies  and  forges  in  tlie  westero 
mountains,  brought  to  the  quay  by  the  Monmouthshire  caiiaL 
The  imports  are  deals,  furniture,  groceries,  line  ii-dr«|>ery,  and  all 
kinds  of  shop  goods.  This  trade  has  been  tncreasing,  as  is  evi* 
dent  by  Ihc  f*>llowing  slatemeiit  from  ttie  custom-house-books 


Eutrin 


i 
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EniriuimuHWiU. 

Emiries  ouhDMrdi 

r. 

Yewi. 

Veasds 

Tons. 

Men. 

Years. 

Vessels 

Tons. 

Men. 

In  1791 
In  1795 

«ot 
«95 

10,580 
lt,llK) 

898 
9,505 

In  1791 
In  1795 

247 
1*43 

12,349 
11,067 

1,051 
990 

The  ioIaDd,  or  home  trade,  has  been  mudi  increased  since  the 
completjon  of  tbe  canal  in  179$.  I'be  population  of  Newport, 
according  to  the  returns  made  to  parliament  in  1801,  was  202 
bouses,  and  1,135  inhabitants. 


USK  HUNDRED, 


situated  to  the  norlh-east  of  Wentloog,  is  a  hilly,  but  fniitful 
(ILitrict,  abounding  in  fine  arable  and  grass  lands,  interspersed 
mtli  coppice-woods,  plantations,  and  orcliards.  It  is  watered  by 
the  Avon  Lwyd,  which  forms  its  south-western  boundary  ;  by  the 
Olwy,  that  rising  near  Trelech,  joins  the  Usk  a  little  to  the  south 
of  tbe  town  of  that  name  ;  and  by  the  Usk,  which  meandering 
through  its  centre,  is  accompanied  by  one  of  the  most  diversified 
and  picturesque  vales  perhaps  in  the  kingdom.  It  contains  the 
towns  of  Usk  and  Caerleon,  the  antiquity  and  importance  of 
which,  in  the  scale  of  human  events,  will  necessarily  arrest  the 
attention  of  the  topographer,  and  interest  the  feelings  of  all  who 
are  capable  of  discovering  the  connection  bet^veen  present  and 
remote  transactions. 

The  higher  division  contains  the  parishes  of  Gwemesne^, 
Kernels  Commander,  Kemeyt  Inferior,  Langeview,  Langwym 
Lower,  Langwym  Upper,  Lanll^well,  LantrisBcnt,  Tredunnock, 
and  Trostrey,   The  lower  division  comprehends  the  parishes 

•f 


IIP 
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of  JUmbadockt  Landegveth,  Langattock^  Langihhy,  Lanhenock, 
Lanthewi/  Vack^  Lanvihangtl  Lantamam,  Lanvlhangd  Ponitf- 
moule,  Lanrrechva  Lower,  Lanvrechva  Upper,  Monk$wo<^d,  aud 


Panteague. 


CAERLEON, 


The  hca  SUurum  •  of  tlie  ancients,  the  chief  station  of  t& 
Romans  in  the  Silurian  territory,  and  where  tlie  invincible  second 
Augustan  legion  was  for  ^-cars  in  gtrri^on,  is  now  a  small,  iucoti- 
sideratile  town,  upon  tlie  western  banks  of  the  Usk,  just  below 
the  conflux  of  the  Avon  Lwyd.  The  apijellalion,  Caerleoo,  has 
generally  been  supposed  to  he  derived  from  caer,  a  fortified  place, 
and  ifgi&,  corrupted  iuto  kon ;  but  the  learned  author  of  the 
Welsh  Dictionary  thinks  this  clymology  i^  utterly  improbable. 
lie  contends  that  the  name  should  be  Caet^-Llion,  or  the  city  of 
waters :  H  is,  however,  more  probable  the  post-fix  is  an  additional 
apjieltalion  given  after  the  plac€  became  celebrated  for  being  a 
seal  of  the  muses,  as  well  as  a  military  station.  UtH,  pronounced 
;^  the  name  of  the  town  usually  h  by  the  iuhabttants,  letn,  means 
literature,  or  a  scteulific  institution ;  the  natural  denomination, 
therefore,  would  be  Caer-lMn,  the  fortilied  and  learned  cit)  f. 

Caerleoo 

*  In  Ihe  Itinemry  of  Antoninus  it  ii  dcDonainated  tscu^Ugwnii  tetundo' ; 
in  Umt  of  Richard  of  CjrenceAler,  iKn-CUonia ;  and  iu  others,  l^cft-SiU* 
rum^  lo  (li»tin|[iiiuli  it  tVom  altier  Atalioni  naiurd;  Iscs. 

t  Mr*  Owen  prcaunies,  **  tliat  tLe  towns  lo  called  had  tliesc  ideniical 

ouues  prevjuiui  to  llje  Romaaa  taking  po&ae&siou  of  tbeiti,  viz.  Cacr-lenn  on 

tbeU&k,  and  Cacr-ifon  on  the  Dec,  Clieirer;  and  whj  aliould  not  other 

ptaceH,  whrrt*  Roinnti  lpei«»n&  were  .staljoiied,  tjave  reccivrd  simtlar  appdU- 

tioiu  f    In  niojjitsciiptii  the  word  h  writtcu  Lliou,  the  import  of  vrbkh 

word  is  streams,  torrfiiLs,  or  fln-odinfs,  derived  from  Llif  a  stream ;  anil 

proliably  the  sitnaLion  is  or  wa^  furracirly  on  tlie  extrrmity  of  the  range  of 

the  tideii,  iim%  rendering  tht^  plural  form  of  ttie  appellation  still  more  de- 

cicripti% e  than  if  tl  were  onty  (as  it  freqncntty  had  been  used)  on  account  of 

ihc  vicinity  of  the  river  Vnk  to  tbut  town."    Coxe's  Hist,  Tour,  Appendix, 

No,  6. 

To 
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Caetleoo  Ujfs  cfaim  to  as  high  antiqaity  as  any  stat'on  in 
tbe  kiogdon.  Tbe  British  Clironicle  stales,  that  Bran  remained 
enperor  of  Rome,  and  Beli  returned  to  the  isle  of  Britain,  which 
be  gofcmed  in  a  slate  of  tranquillity  till  his  death.  He  repaired 
the  decayed  fortresse^  and  erected  others,  among  which  vras  one 
on  tbe  river  Wysc,  and  was  at  length  called  Caer-Wysc.  Thif . 
was  tbe  seat  of  the  archbishop  of  Dyved ;  and  after  the  arrival  of 
tbe  Romans,  its  denomination  was  changed  into  Caer-Uiod,  be- 
came it  WIS  usual  for  the  troops  to  winter  there.  The  Britisii 
dty  n  soppoaed  to  have  b^^  to  the  westward  of  tbe  present 
town,  and  situated  on  tbe  sides  of  a  hill  in  Lantamam  Park,  on 
which  are  tbe  remains  of  a  fortress.  Of  its  occupation  by  the  Ro* 
manSf  and  being  their  principal  station  in  this  part  of  tbe  island, 
tbe  multifarious  vestiges  of  that  people,  leave  not  the  smallest 
room  fi>r  doubt.  Tbe  remains  of  walls  and  public  works,  tbe 
nomerous  pavements,  altars,  statues,  sculptured  and  inscribed 
stones,  coins,  and  various  other  antiquities,  which  at  times  have 
been  discovered,  combine  to  furnish  an  irresistible  mass  of  evi* 
dence  of  its  having  been  once  a  great  Roman  city ;  and  tlie  quan* 
titles  of  bricks  and  tiles  which  have  been  dug  up,  having  in  re- 
lievo Leo.  II.  Ado.  demonstrate,  that  it  was  a  residence  of  the 
second  Augustan  legion  of  the  Roman  army.  The  distances  be- 
tween this  place  and  Usk,  according  with  those  staled  by  Anto- 
ninus between  Burrium  and  Isca,  prove  it  to  have  been  that  iden- 
tical station  of  the  Itinerary.  During  the  stay  of  the  Romans  in 
thb  island,  it  continued  to  be  the  seat  of  government  for  tbe 
division  of  the  country  denominated  Britannia  Secuiida ;  and  in 

that 

To  diis  injeniofis  etymological  dAsision,  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  fin* 
poiition  is  presumed ;  to  the  second,  that  some  other  places  have  been  so 
denominated,  and,  a«  supposed,  from  similar  circumstances.  Nennius 
calls  Warwick,  Caer-leon,  where  a  squadron  of  Dalmatian  horse  was  sta- 
tioned ;  and  tbe  kingdom  of  Leon,  in  Spain,  was  so  called  from  the  Legie 
VIL  Germanica  having  been  stationed  there  while  the  Romans  were  in 
poMession  of  that  peninsula.  The  reasons  for  the  etymon  given  in  the  text, 
win  be  evident,  firom  the  description  of  the  place. 
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that  period  it  conliniied  lonf^  the  theatre  for  the  display  of  splen- 
dour and  luxury.  The  tradition  of  the  neighbourhood  is,  that  it 
became  the  wat  of  British  government,  the  metropolis  of  the  em- 
pire in  the  time  of  King  Arthur*,  whose  faTonrite  residence  it 
was,  and  the  place  where  he  displayed  ranch  pomp  and  convi- 
viality with  his  celebrated  knights  of  the  ro<md  table. 

Nolwithslanding  the  real  importance  of  this  place,  under  the 
Roman«,  and  its  iabled  conse<]uence  in  the  annals  of  romanSce,  it 
seldom  occurs  in  subsequent  ages  on  the  ]>age  of  history.  Dur- 
ing the  Saxon  period,  Caradoc  of  Liancarvan  mentions  Caerleon 
but  once,  when  Alfred  the  Great  sent  his  fleet  to  subdue  it.  He 
was  obliged  to  recall  tlie  troops  before  they  had  eflvTted  the  con- 
quest, on  account  of  the  progress  of  the  Danes-f-.  The  account 
of  its  slate  at  the  Norman  Conquest,  is  very  uncertaui  and  ob- 
icure.  According  to  Domesday  Book,  Willtam  de  Scohies  X,  a 
Normnn  chieftain,  held  part  of  the  demesnes  annexed  to  the 
castle  in  capite  of  the  crown.  Till  the  erection  of  a  castle  at 
New|>ort,  there  was  no  other  fortress  from  Caerdiffto  Chepstow; 
CHrrleoii,  therefore,  became  the  object  of  numerous  contentions 
behvren  the  English  and  the  Welsh,  because  whoever  possessed  it, 
ubtuinetl  |>owcr  over  an  extensive  territory.    A  line  of  chieftains 

descended 

*  The  incredible  relations  in  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth's  history  of  the  ez- 
)))oit»  of  thin  prince,  and  tlie  lei^endary  stories  told  respecting;  tlie  order  of 
knights  of  the  round  table,  by  writers  on  chivalry,  have  cast  an  air  of 
^ble  over  the  whole,  and  induced  many  persons  to  doubt  the  existence  of 
the  llritish  Pendrai(on.  Lord  Lyttleton,  in  his  History  of  Kinj;  Heniy  the 
Second,  has  cndcavonred  to  convert  the  donbt  into  ne^iative  certainty ;  but 
xvhnrver  c^mtparcs  his  acconnt,  with  the  aruumeuts  adduced  in  support  of 
tlie  PARC  of  British  hi«tor>-,  cannot  fail  to  be  convin<-ed,  not  only  of  the 
rvlntnicc,  but  of  the  f;rcat  prowess  displayeflby  the  monarch  in  question. 
He  WHS  of  the  CiiK'thian  line  of  British  princes,  son  of  Uthcr,  king  of 
Ciiniwall ,  bom  at  T\-ntacr1,  ui  Cornwall,  and  flourished  in  the  early  part 
«if  Ihc  »i\lh  century.    See  Owen's  "  Cambrian  Biography,"  12uio.  18<)3. 

t  Powells  Histoiy  of  Walr.^  p.  87. 

t  Vudcr  Harefbrdsliire,  and  is  also  mentioned  umler  Gloaccster^liire. 
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deKeoded  from  Griffith,  prince  of  South  Wales,  who  assumed  the 
style,  "kiags  of  Owent,  and  lords  of  Caerieon,"  long  resided 
heir;  ud  m  those  intervals,  wheo  the  castle  was  taken  from 
them,  it  became  the  seat  of  the  Anglo-Norman  barons :  by  one  of 
these  the  citadel  was  built,  which  added  greatly  to  the  strength 
and  tenability  of  the  place.  About  tlie  beginning  of  the  twelfth 
corittTf  it  was  in  possession  of  Owen  Wan,  or  the  Feeble,  from 
it  was  arrested  by  Robert  de  Chandos.  It  was,  however, 
afterwards  re^possessed  by  the  Welsh ;  for  it  was  a  bone  of 
cooteotioii  between  prince  Jorwerth  and  king  Henry  the  Seooiid» 
sad  repeatedly  gained  and  lost  by  both*.  Indeed,  frequ^t  ac« 
counts  of  its  investiture  and  obstinate  resistance  are  recorded  in 
Uk  annals  of  the  times.  Aheraately  occupied  and  ravaged  by 
the  contending  parties,  it  was  at  length  permanently  possessed  by 
the  English  on  the  subjugation  of  the  Welsh,  under  Edward  the 
First.  It  WBS  long  in  po5»scssion  of  the  crown ;  at  length  came  to 
the  fiimily  of  Morgan,  of  Laotarnam ;  and  at  present  is  the  pro- 
perty  of  Mr.  Blaaning. 

Caerieon  has  been  represented  as  no  less  pre-eminent  in  the- 
aonals  of  learning  and  religion,  than  in  ancient  military  import* 
aoce.  Alexander  Elsibensis  and  Geoffry  of  Monmouth  state* 
that  at  the  time  of  the  Saxon  invasion,  the  university  of  this  place 
contained  two  hundred  philosophers,  who  studied  astronomy  and 
other  sciences,  and  instructed  others  in  the  same.  This,  though 
credited  by  Camden,  Wooton,  &c.  Mr.  Coxe  considers  as  a  mere 
idle  assertion.  However,  there  cannot  exist  a  doubt,  but  a  place 
which  had  been  so  eminently  distinguislied  under  the  Romans, 
would  be  the  seat  of  many  learned  institutions ;  and  afler  the 
establishment  of  Christianity  by  Constantine,  literature  and  reli- 
gion would  consequently  fix  their  seals  in  the  metropolis  of  the 
country.  At  an  early  period,  St.  Julius  and  St.  Aaron,  two  zea- 
lous evangelists,  suffered  martyrdom  at  this  placets   and  two 

chapels 
•  Powell's  Hist,  of  Walcn,  p.  197. 

f  Christianity  had  evidently  been  introdaccd  into  this  island  prior  to  the 
appointment  of  Constantine  to  the  Roman  command  in  Britain;  for  re* 

rord? 
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chapels  were  erected  to  their  memory ;  the  one  at  Penros,  and 
the  other  at  St.  Julian'f,  both  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  After 
obristianity  had  spread,  Caerleon  eiyoyed  the  honour  of  being 
the  metropolitan  see  of  the  Britons,  and  its  primary  aichbisbop 
WIS  Dubricios ;  under  whose  auspices  David,  uncle  of  king  Ar- 
thur, and  son  of  Zanctus,  a  prince  of  Wales,  successfully  opposed 
the  Pelagian  heresy.  The-  honour  having  been  resigned  by  the 
Ibrmer  to  the  latter,  he  removed  the  archiepiscopal  see  to  Mene- 
via,  which  afterwards,  m  honour  of  him,  was  denominated  St. 
David's*. 

-  Of  its  splendour,  in  the  twelfth  centry,  the  description  of  Gy- 
laldus  Cambrensis  gives  a  lively  delineation :  "  Many  remains  of 
its  former  magnificence  are  still  visible :  splendid  palaces,  which 
once  emulated  with  their  gildedf  roofs,  the  grandeur  of  Rome ; 
lor  it  was  originally  built  by  the  Roman  princes,  and  adorned 
with  stately  edifices ;  a  gigantic  tower,  numerous  baths,  ruins  of 
temples,  and  a  theatre,  the  walls  of  which  are  partly  standing. 
Here  we  still  see  both  within  and  without  the  walls,  subterraneous 
buildings,  aqueducts,  vaulted  caverns,  and,  what  appeared  to  me 
most  remarkable,  stoves  so  excellently  contrived,  as  to  difiiise  their 
heat  through  impereeptible  pores.*' 

The  ruins  at  present  are  very  inconsiderable,  and  the  idea  of  its 
former  state  must  be  gleaned  from  vestiges  which  at  various  times 

have 

cords  shew,  that  several  persona  suffered  martyrdom  aoder  the  sanguinary 
and  extensive  persecution  carried  on  against  the  christians,  in  the  reign  of 
the  cruel  emperor  Diocletian. 

*  Godwin  de  Presnlibns. 

t  A  few  years  ago  a  quantity  of  broken  tiles  was  found,  which  appear 
to  Inve  been  nearly  in  the  shape  of  our  pan-tiles,  and  glased  with  a  semi- 
tnunparent  varnish,  like  the  lacker  used  by  japanners.  Whrn  the  sun 
thone  on  them,  they  would  assume  a  brilliant  and  golden  appearance. 
This  custom  the  Romans  probably  borrowed  from  the  eastern  nations.  Sir 
O.  Staunton  observed,  that  various  buildings  belonging  to  the  palace  of  the 
emperor  of  China,  in  the  city  of  Pekin,  were  covered  with  varnished  tile?, 
whicb,  by  tlie  shining  of  a  brilliant  sun,  appeared  like  burnished  gold. 
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hue  been  ditco?efed»  accounts  formerly  gifeo,  and  tht  sugges- 
tioM  artsiog  from  Hit  combioation  of  both.  The  fortified  part 
of  tbe  town  was  not  large ;  but  the  suburbs,  ramifying  in  Tarions 
diiectioiis,  constituted  together  a  very  extensive  place.  The 
form  appears,  from  the  remains  of  tbe  dilapidated  waUs,  to  bave 
been  nearly  a  parallelogram,  having  one  of  its  ends  curvilinear, 
and  each  angle  rounded  off;  it  included  an  area  of  530  yards 
long,  by  460  broad.  Many  parts  of  the  walls  are  standing,  but 
Done  of  tbe  original  lieight,  their  present  elevation  not  exceeding 
foofteen  feet;  and  the  greatest  thickness  is  about  eleven  or  twelve. 
Gyraldus  mbtook  the  nature  of  the  materials  with  which  tliese 
were  constructed,  when  he  described  them  as  bricks ;  as  did  also 
Mr.  Harris,  when  he  asserted,  that  ranges  of  Roman  bricks  are 
visible  in  the  walls  of  Caerwent  and  Caerleon.  They  are  formed 
of  lime  stones,  imbedded  in  cement,  some  of  which  appeal  s  to 
bave  been  tempered  with  pounded  brick :  originally  they  were 
faced  with  hewn  stone ;  but,  except  a  small  portion,  the  facings 
bave  been  removed,  for  the  purposes  of  building.  Part,  if  not 
the  whole,  was  environed  with  a  foss.  Four  gates,  one  in  tba 
centre  of  each  wall,  opened  to  the  roads  leading  to  the  stations  in 
tlie  other  parts  of  the  district.  At  what  time  (his  fortress  was 
erected,  or  when  the  walls  were  built,  has  not  been  decided. 
Camden  was  of  opinion,  that  the  second  Augustine  legion,  formed 
by  Augustus,  and  dispatched  by  Claudius  from  Germany  into 
Britain,  under  the  command  of  Vespasian,  seems  to  have  been  at 
last  stationed  at  Caerleon,  under  the  command  of  Julius  Fron- 
tinus,  who  was  sent  for  the  reduction  of  Siiuria.  Horsley  con- 
jectures, that  the  Romans  first  settled  here  in  the  reign  of  Anto- 
ninus Pius ;  for  it  is  mentioned  in  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus, 
and  the  walls  probably  built  by  Severus,  aAer  he  had  completed 
his  wall  in  tlie  northern  parts  of  the  isle;  and  this  conjecture  is 
supported  by  inscribed  stones,  conimeniorative  of  him  and  his 
sons,  and  numerous  coins  of  the  early  empire.  In  the  midst  of 
this  fortress,  which  was  probably  exclusively  occupied  by  tba 
military,  is  a  concave  space,  vulgarly  denominated  King  Arthur's 
Vol.  XL— Sept  I8O9.  1  round 
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IS  kmi  m  wmety  iti  wmgmualts  botoircd  opOB 
it  bj  difi?peiit  wthors.  It  has  bcca  tii|i|MMd  the  site  of  m  aMgm- 
ioent  temple^  dedicated  to  tbe  woibIbp  of  the  gveat  goddess  of 
the  Epbcsnos.  9y  otben  a  tlicatie»  for  the  disphy  ^  cock- 
%litiiig,  besr  and  ball-liaitiBgs,  «r  sook  of  those  lerodoiis  sports 
intnidaced  by  Ae  Robmds  mio  Bfitaia.  The  fbrra  «fidently 
pohrtsil  oat  as  an  aacitut  amphifhtatn,  for  the  display  of  some 
spoftif«  eibibitioBs;  and  perhaps  for  those  sangaioary  shews  to 
which  the  Romans  wese  particuhrly  paitiil,  the  eonteotioa  «f 
ghKlialorB.  A  qaestioo  has  divided  the  opinions  of  the  most 
teamed  aottqaaries  icspecting  this  place,  wliether  it  were  a  cam- 
petftrian  or  lapidean  amphitheatre,  like  those  constmded  in  the 
early  part  of  the  Roman  empire,  or  those  in  its  more  fcfined  and 
Imcurious  times.  Tbe  former  kind  were  drcfdar  hollows,  sior' 
rounded  with  several  roa-s  of  seats,  ranging  above  each  other, 
and  covered  with  green  sods ;  the  htier  were  stately  boildings, 
erected  in  an  oval,  elliptical,  or  ciroahu'  shape,  with  lotffy  marble 
or  stoae  columns,  rich  entablatures,  and  a  variety  of  sculptmed 
decorations.  Both  are  finely  contrasted,  as  marking  the  manneis 
of  two  distant  periods,  by  a  poet  of  tbe  Angvfltan  age : 


1 


*'  No  pillars  then  of  Ef^Cs  cosUy  stone, 

No  ptirple  sails  liaii;  waving  in  tbe  sun. 

No  flowers  about  the  scented  seats  were  thrown ; 

Bnt  sylvan  bowers  and  i^hady  palaces, 

Drought  by  themselves,  secured  them  from  the  133*5. 

Thus  guarded  and  refreshed  with  humble  green, 

Woudering  tbe>'  gaz*d  npon  the  artless  scene ; 

Their  seats  of  hnmble  turf  tlie  crowd  woidd  rear, 

And  cover  with  green  boughs  their  more  disordered  ttair*." 


Tbe  author  of  tbe  Secret  History  of  Monmouthshire*  q[)Mking 
of  a  statue  of  Diaoa,  says  it  was  found  *'  near  a  prodigious 
foundation  wall  of  freestone,  on  Uie  south  side  of  king  Art  bur  !s 
.rannd  table,  wbicb  was  v^ery  wide,  aud  supposed  to  be  one  side 

of 

•  Ovid^  Art  of  Love. 
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of  a  RcNWMi  MHihiUiegtj:^."  Withjo  the  tnei|»orj  of  persona  sliU 
lUiagt  QB  ^iisgi^g  fibo^t  tbi^  coocfiv^y,  the  reroaips  pf  ^toDc  seats 
fi9f€  dj«Govercd.  It  waf  Ujerefon  prol^^bl^  ooe  of  the  I^pidean 
«|niclqi)ep ;  fisd  iUft  lestiiuooy  of  G^raldMS,  who  might  have  seeo 
flpme  of  its  walU  apd  pillars  standing,  aniouots  almost  to  deniou- 
ftnfive  pffoof :  al)uding  to  ihe.  qiagnificeut  buildings  of  Caerleqn, 
be  enumerates  *'  loca  ihe4itra!ia  muris  egregiis,  partim  a^ifp 
§mkifa  ABHua  dau^aJ*  Though  the  area  witlan  the  walls,  accord- 
ip^  t^  .M<urrice'«  plan,  in  Coxae's  Historic  To^r,  bad  only  a  dr- 
icuiiffereooe  of  eighteen  hundred  yards ;  yet  the  suburbs  extended 
to  a  qoDsiderable  dbtance,  and  fire  said  to  have  occupied  both 
sides  of  the  river  from  the  present  town  to  St.  Julian's,  Christ- 
/iuirch,  iand  Lantamam^  and  covered  a  tract  of  country  nearly 
01^  miles  round. 

"  Tbe  citie  reacht  to  Crcetchurcb  than 
And  to  St.  GiUyan's  both ; 
"Which  yet  appears  to  view  of  man, 
To  try  this  tale  of  troth. 
There  are  snch  vautes  and  hollow  oaves, 
Such  iraUi  and  coodoits  deepe : 
Made  aH  like  pypes  of  eartlien  poU, 
Wherein  a  child  may  creepe. 
Such  streates  and  pavements,  sondric  waic., 
To  every  market  townc ; 
Such  bridges  built  in  eiders  daies. 
And  things  of  such  rtrnowne 
As  men  may  mo&e  of  to  beboltl  *." 

Churchyard  furtlier  savs  in  a  note,  "  I  Iiave  seen  cave*  undcr- 
grotmd  at  Uiis  day  that  goe  I  know  not  |i<»w  far  re,  all  made  of 
excellent  work,  and  goodly  greale  stones  both  over  head  and 
ander  foot,  and  close  and  fine  round  about  the  whole  fave." 
Vestiges  of  ancient  buildings  are  every  where  visible  in  the  fields 
that  lie  aromid  the  wall»  to  a  considerable  dibtance.     Large  foun- 

I  2  dations 

•  WoFthiiics  of  Wales,  p.  23. 
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dations  also  have  been  discovered  in  the  elevated  grouods  to  the 
north  and  north-west,  particularly  beyond  the  border  of  Goklcroft 
Common ;  and  a  vilhige  to  the  south  of  the  bridge  still  retains 
the  old  Roman  name  of  Ultra  pontem.  These  and  numerous 
other  circumstances  which  might  be  adduced,  evidently  prove  that 
the  prechicts  extended  far,  if  not  to  tlie  distance  mentioned  by 
tradition. 

,  Most  of  the  Roman  antiquities  that  have  been  discovered  at 
Caerleon,  have  been  removed  to  other  places.  "  The  only  spe- 
cimens now  remaining  are  a  few  coins,  in  the  possession  of  Miss 
Morgan ;  a  rude  sculpture  in  basso  relievo  of  a  Venus  Marina, 
holding  a  dolphin  in  her  hand,  of  which  Mr.  Wyndham  has  given 
an  etching  in  his  Tour;  and  an  antique  intaglio  V  The  vestiges 
of  antiquity  found  at  different  times  may  be  divided  into  three 
classes:  1.  structures,  or  parts  of  structures;  2.  sculptured  and 
inscribed  stones;  and,  3.  medallions,  coins,  rings,  fibulae,  &c. 
In  the  year  1755,  was  discovered  in  a  field  near  the  river,  a 
Roman  tudatory,  formed  of  columns  constructed  of  round  bricks, 
fourteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  four  tliick.  In  an  adjoining 
room  was  a  tessellated  pavement,  in  a  perfect  state.  Several  years 
afterwards  bricks,  black  from  fire,  were  taken  up,  with  leaden 
pipes,  by  which  the  water  was  conveyed  to  the  bath ;  and  Mr. 
Harris  was  informed,  that  another  bath  was  discovered  in  an  ad- 
joining field.  Mr.  Aubrey  mentions  one  having  been  found  at 
St.  Julian's  in  the  year  1654.  In  1692,  a  tessellated  pavement 
was  discovered  by  workmen  ploughing  in  a  field.  It  had  varie- 
gated borders  of  blue,  white,  and  red  tessella ;  and  within  were 
the  figures  of  birds  of  the  same  colours ;  and  the  rest  of  the  area 
was  formed  of  brown  and  white :  it  was  about  fourteen  feet  in 
diameter.  The  pavement,  on  which  a  statue  of  Diana  lay,  was 
gone,  when  Horsley  visited  the  place.  The  four  columns  which 
support  the  present  market-house  in  Caerleon,  are  of  the  Tuscan 
order,  short  and  massive ;  and  Mr.  Coxe  supposes  tliey  belonged 

to 

•  Coxc's  lliat.  Tour,  p.  8.'». 
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to  some  ancient  Roman  slrudure,  as  two  bases  of  similar  dimen- 
sions and  workmanship  have  lately  been  dug  up  near  the  walls. 
Some  elegant  cap-^ones  of  a  cornice,  lately  found,  lie  considers 
as  having  formed  part  of  the  decorations  of  a  splendid  Roman 
temple.  Several  inscribed  pillars  were  recently  dug  up  near  the 
centre  of  the  old  city,  and  from  a  number  of  these  with  squared 
stones,  and  other  striking  vestiges  which  at  different  periods  have 
been  discovered  on  this  spot,  it  has  been  considered  the  site  9f 
ibe  temple  of  Diana.  Of  the  existence  of  such,  the  votive  stone 
nentioned  by  Camden,  bearing  the  following  inscription,  has  been 
adduced  as  proof: 

T.  FL.  POSTVMIVS  VARVS 

V.  C.  LEG.  TEMPL.  DIANA2 

RESTITVIT. 

The  figure  on  the  tessellated  pavement  he  describes  as  clad 
"  in  tockt  up  garments,  with  a  quiver,  but  without  head,  hands, 
or  feet."  At  the  same  time  was  found  the  fragment  of  a  votive 
mHot,  having  the  subjoined  inscription,  in  letters  three  inches 
long ;  erected  as  is  supposed  by,  but  more  probably  for,  Hateria- 
nus,  the  emperor's  lieutenant,  aud  proprietor  of  Cilicia. 


•isvs  c.  L. 


ILLIVS  Q,  J. 
HATERIANVS 
LEG.    AVG.   Pn  Pr 
PROVING.  CILIC,^ 

Several  other  votive  altars  have  been  discovered,  amongst 
which  have  been  particularly  noticed ;  one  to  the  emperor  Aure- 
lius  Antoninus,  and  Severus  Lucius,  his  son,  with  an  allusion  to 
the  second  Augustine  legion ;  another,  in  which  Jupiter  has  the 
epithet  Dolicheous  applied  to  him,  allusive  to  his  being  the  pro- 
tector of  iron  mines ;  and  a  third,  dedicated  to  Severus  Anto- 

I  3  ninus 
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nmtts  and  Gela,  contains  the  word  Cs&sair  added  to  Xht  latf^ 
name»  which  has  tended  to  perplex  antrquarian  inquisition.  Mf. 
Wyndham  mentions  a  piece  of  sculptured  stone,  containing  in 
basso  relievo,  a  figure  of  Amphitrite  ^,  in  a  recllrting  posture, 
with  a  dolphin  sporting  in  l)er  riglit  band;  and  on  the  reverse 
side,  the  catting  of  a  large  marine  shell.  At  the  cfautth  of 
Tredyntiog  is  preserved  a  montinient,  still  entire,  fof*  a  soldier 
belonging  to  the  second  Augnstine  legion.  Numerous  fVagittents 
of  itiscribed  stones  are  to  be  seen  in  the  houses  and  othef  build- 
ings in  the  town.  The  deferent  fragments  of  homati  {Mtl^fy, 
ornamented  witli  a  variety  of  figures  and  emblematic  devltes, 
shew  to  what  a  degree  of  perfection  the  fictile  art  had  been  car- 
ried at  that  period.  Quantities  of  bricks  have  been  repeatedly 
dug  up,  bearing  apdn  their  faces  Lrg.  II.  Aug, ;  and  a  few  tiles, 
^onie  of  an  oblong,  and  others  of  a  triangular  shape,  bearing  a 
similar  inscription.  Coins,  of  every  period  of  the  Roman  empire, 
bave  been  discoveried  here,  and  mAny  rare  ones  of  great  consider- 
ation with  the  collectors  of  medals  and  the  lovers  of  fiotnisma- 
tolo^.  A  pareel  of  very  scarce  ones  was  found  a  few  years  since 
under  one  of  the  arches  of  Caerleon  bridge,  among  which  Were 
some  of  the  emperor  Hadrian,  bearing  on  the  reverse  the  unusual 
emblem,  Britannia*  Other  miscellaneous  antiquities  have  been 
found,  and  placed  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious;  such  as  bronze 
figures,  lamps,  fibular,  seals,  rings,  &c.  &:c. ;  and  many  of  the 
poor  inhabitants  during  the  winter  find  a  profitable  employment 
in  digging  at  an  adventure,  in  quest  of  more. 

Leaving  the  vestiges  of  Romtm  grandeur,  Caerleon  has  yet  re- 
mains that  point  to  remote  periods.  According  to  Domesday 
Book,  it  had  a  Castle  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  conquest ;  but 
it  is  at  present  difficult  to  trace  exactly  the  site  of  this  celebrated 
fortress,  which  resisted,  so  repeatedly,  the  assaults  of  the  suciTes- 
sivc  invaders ;  while  the  town,  notwilhstandrtig  its  RooMn  fortifi<> 
cations,  frequently  fvil   into  the  hands  of  the  assaildbts.    The 

works 

*  This  is  the  Venus  Marina  of  Mr.  Coxe,  previously  mentioned. 


MONMOSTHSHIRl.  135 

works  of  this  fortress,  wbkh  from  the  rcmaiai  are  evidently  Bri- 
tisby  appear  to  bavo  extended  in  a  line  between  the  south  side  of 
the  Rpnuup  wall  and  tbe  river ;  a  circular  tower,  near  the  Han- 
bury  Anni^  points  out  one  termination,  and  another  b  found  in  two 
round  bastion  towers  upon  the  margin  of  the  Usk.  An  ancient 
arebed  doorway  in  Ibe  circular  tower,  has  led  some  to  suppose  it 
s  ILooiaB  structure ;  but  on  a  comparison  with  the  works  near  the 
mer,  botb  seem  to  accord  with  tbe  style  of  other  buildings  erected 
8abse<|aent,  to  tbe  Romans  leaving  the  island.  Tlie  remains  of 
the  gigantic  tower,  mentioned  by  Gyraldus,  and  which  Mr. 
Wjadbam  saw,  are  now  no  more ;  tiie  mount  only  on  which  it 
was  constructed  is  leA.  Churchyard  describes  it  as  remaining 
ia*bis  time : 

*'  It  stands  upon  a  forced  bill, 
Not  fiinre  from  flowing  flood ; 
Where  loe  ye  view  long  vales  at  will, 
EBTyron  all  with  wood, 
A  seat  for  any  king  alive  *." 

In  Bridge-street  are  tbe  remains  of  a  portal,  that  probably 
hrmfd  an  entrance  to  the  castle.  It  consists  of  a  dilapidated 
rowid  tower,  with  a  groove  for  a  portcullis. 

After  experiencing  such  numerous  vicissitudes,  aiui  figuring  so 
strongly  in  the  records  of  locality,  this  Roman-British  city  is  re- 
duced, witb  respect  to  its  population,  to  the  size  of  a  village ; 
tbe  number  of  inhabitants  not  amounting  to  more  than  667,  in- 
cladiiig  those  of  the  village  of  Ultra  Pontem,  on  tlie  other  side 
of  tbe  river ;  and  tbe  bouses  to  148.  The  present  town  lies  more 
to  tbe  east  than  tbe  ancient  Isca  Silurum,  and  its  ecclesiastical 
name,  Llangatoc  Juxta  Caerleon,  points  out  this  fact.  The  an- 
dent  site  principally  consists  of  fields,  orchards,  and  gardens,  and 
tke  buildings  of  the  modem  town  are  scattered  over  a  consider- 
able sfmoe  of  ground. 

I  4  Here 

*  Worlhines  of  Wales,  p.  24. 


136  MONMOUTHSHISC. 

Here  was  an  abbey  for  Cisterciaii  monks,  wbo,  Taniier  ob- 
serves, were  granted  tiie  privilege  by  King  John,  of  being  e«- 
ewpt  from  toll  at  the  city  of  BnstoL  An  old  boose  in  the  High- 
streety  and  some  few  adjoining  tenements,  form  the  lenmins  of 
tbe  monastery. 

The  Ckwreh,  a  good,  though  not  a  remarkably  handsome  edi- 
fice, in  the  pointed  style,  is  dedicated  to  St  Cadoc* ;  and  a  free* 
school  was  endowed  by  Charles  Williams,  Esq. 

Tlie  Bridge  is  an  object  worthy  of  the  traveller's  observation; 
and  since  the  demolishing  a  similar  structure  at  Newport, 
has  jtistly  become  interesting  to  investigatmg  curiosity.  <'  Tbe 
wooden  bridge  over  tbe  Usk,  may  be  considered  similar  to  that 
errded  by  tlie  Romans ;  the  frame  is  not  unlike  the  carpentry  of 
CcMir's  bridge  over  the  Rhine,  which  he  has  described  in  bis 
Commentaries,  and  of  which  Stukeiey  has  given  a  plan  in  the  se- 
cond volume  of  his  Itinerariuro  Curiosiim.  The  floor,  supported 
liy  ten  lofty  piers,  is  level,  and  divided  by  posts  and  rails  into 
rooms  or  beds  of  boards,  each  twelve  feet  in  length ;  the  appa- 
rently loose  and  disjointed  state  of  the  planks,  and  the  clatter- 
ing noine  which  they  muke  under  the  pressure  of  a  heavy  weight, 
have  n<»t  uiifrequeiitly  occasioned  alarm  to  those  who  are  unused 
to  llicni.  Some  travellers,  from  ^  superficial  view  of  the  struc- 
turr,  have  uMcrled,  that  the  planks  are  placed  loose  to  admit  the 
tide  through  their  interstices,  when  it  rises  above  the  bridge,  and 
which  would,  if  thi>y  were  fixed,  force  them  from  the  frame,  and 
carry  them  away.  But  in  fact,  tbe  tide  has  never  been  known  to 
rise  above  the  bridge,  nor  was  the  flooring  constructed  to  obviate 
this  inconvenience.  Formerly  the  planks  were  fastened  at  each 
extremity  with  iron  nails ;  but  the  wood  being  liable  to  split,  and 

the 

*  St.  Cadorufl,  or  Cadoc,  was  the  son  of  Gimlens,  or  St.  Woolas,  hy 
his  ATife,  Gladiisa,  daughter  of  Braghan,  prince  of  that  part  of  the  coimtiy 
now  denominated  Brecknockshire.  St.  Cadoc  flourished  in  the  early  part 
of  the  sixth  century,  and  built  a  church  and  monastery  at  Liancarvan,  in 
Glamorganshire,  became  abbot,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  abbacy  by  EUe- 
nius,  whom  Lelaod  styles  *<  an  excellent  disciple  of  an  exc«llent  master." 
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Ifae  nails  frequently  forced  up  by  the  elastic  agitation  of  the 
beams,  under  the  pressure  of  heavy  carriages,  the  planks  were 
secured  from  rising  by  horizontal  rails  fastened  to  Ihc  posts,  and 
prevented  from  slipping  sideways  by  a  peg  at  each  end  within  the 
rail.  The  height  of  the  water,  at  extraordinary  tides,  exceeds 
thirty  feet ;  but  though  it  has  never  rbeii  above  |)ie  floor,  yet 
the  united  body  of  a  high  tide,  and  the  floods  to  which  the  Usk 
is  subject,  have  been  known  to  carry  away  parts  of  the  bridge*." 
The  last  accident  of  this  kind  happened  in  ihe  year  1772.  A 
bridge  of  stone,  about  to  be  erected,  will  soon  supersede  this 
carious  wooden  structure. 

The  Tiu'works,  belonging  to  Mr.  Butler,  in  the  vicinity,  of  this 
place,  "  are  capable  of  manufacturing  annually  from  14,000  to 
20,000  boxes  of'tin  plates,  containing  each  from  200  to  300  plates. 
Iron  plates  are  rolled,  also  patent  iron  rods,  ship  bolts,  and 
square  iron  bars.  The  machinery  of  the  mill  is  worthy  of  notice : 
it  is  wholly  of  iron ;  the  two  fly-wheels,  with  the  water-wheel, 
and  their  combined  powers,  weigh  seventy-five  tons,  and  make 
forty-five  revolutions  in  one  minute.  It  is  propose<i^to  annex  an- 
other system  of  powers  to  the  same  water-wheel,  by  which  a 
weight  of  twenty  tons  will  be  added,  and  the  whole  revolve  with 
the  same  velocity  f."  It  is  said  that  large  vessels  formerly  came 
up  to  the  quay  at  Caerleon :  but  since  the  erection  of  a  bridge  at 
Newport,  those  have  always  been  unladen  at  that  port 

The  gardens  and  orchards  of  Caerleon  are  strewed  with  im- 
mense quantities  of  cinders,  which  contain  much  iron.  They 
are  denominated  Roman  cinders,  and  are  doubtless  the  remains 
of  ore,  imperfectly  smelted  by  the  Rpnums  in  their  open  bloom- 
eries.  Fragments  of  this  kind  have  been  discovered  in  many  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  particularly  in  the  Forest  of  Dean.  In  some 
parts  of  Monmouthshire,  the  profits  drawn  from  the  Roman  cin- 
ders has  in  several  instances  defrayed  the  expense  of  purchasing 
the  fee  simple  of  the  land. 

The 

•  C«xt's  Httt.  Tour,  p.  101.  t  Ibid,  p.  100. 
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Tlic  Romau  soldiers  stationed  in  tbis  country  were  usualW 
exercised  and  by  eucuiuped  during  llic  Mtiuiiier  season ;  and  four 
encampmeuta  for  this  purpose,  to  which  Mr.  Hiuris  justly  giv€4 
the  iianie  of  campa  utstiva^  are  yet  visihle  iu  tlie  envtrotis  af  Caer- 
leou;  two  on  the  north  side,  viz.  Llautarnani  and  Penros;  aod 
two  on  the  south,  Maiudee  and  St.  Julians.  Mt,  Coxe  observes^ 
"  oeitber  of  tlicni  seems  lo  bear  a  ^»06itive  Rotiian  origin."  This 
may  be  easily  accounted  for»  by  considering  the  varloas  and  con- 
tiuued  warfare  this  part  of  the  kingdom  witnessed  fur  many  ceiK 
tiirjes.  The  British  fortres«e<j  frequently  were  converted  into 
summer  cam}>$  for  the  Romans,  again  occupied  by  the  Britom 
after  the  departure  of  tlie  former,  and  successively  became 
the  stations  of  the  armies  that  in  diiferent  periods  bi:'^ieged  Caer-r 
leoa.  The  Romans  were  accustomed  to  form  camps  ia  the  vic>« 
oity  of  their  stations  for  tJic  |)rotectian  of  their  cattle  ;  and  such 
was  probably  tiie  small  circular  camp,  with  a  single  fos^  and  ram* 
park,  doubl«d  on  the  uorth  side,  near  Mayndee  House.  The  en* 
campnient  at  St.  Juiian'a,  now  iuclused  in  the  wood,  Mr.  Coxe 
sup|>oses,  from  its  southern  side  being  only  secured  by  a  natural 
ravine,  could  never  be  intended  for  the  defence  of  Caerleon,  but 
for  its  investiture;  and  that  it  was  a  Saxon  woik,  formed  by  Ha* 
roid  to  cornmaud  the  pass  of  the  river,  and  to  aid  in  the  reduc'* 
tion  of  tJiat  forlresit.  On  an  eminence,  just  above  ttie  Avon- 
Lwyd,  at  Penros,  b  an  encampment  in  the  form  of  a  paraltelograiu, 
with  five  babtioos,  oi>e  at  each  angle,  and  one  nearly  in  the  centre 
0f  the  south  side.  Tliis,  which  was  originally  a  Roman  camp  *, 
jl  said  to  have  been  altered  and  strengthened  with  bastions  daring 
the  civil  wars,  in  llie  time  of  Cliartes  the  First.  But  the  mo&t 
coiisiderahte  uf  these  encampments  is  that  called  tijc  Lodge,  in 
Lantarnam  Park,  whicli  bears  marks  of  a  period  anterior  to  the 
Roman  invasion ;  aod  ihese  circumstancei,  corrolmrated  by  tJie 
account  m  tbe  British  Chronicles,  of  Belt,  a  Britiiih  prince,  having 
built  a  city  on  the  Uiik,  and  the  place  formerly  having   been 

known 

*  Ye^tigei  of  the  prsrtorium  appear  in  the  jiorth*e«9i  comer  of  the 


I 


I 
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kMWii  under  the  appellation  of  Belingstoke,  bare  led  to  the 
pnMAt  conjecture  already  noticed,  that  this  was  the  site  of  a 
British  to<m,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Romans.  The  eo* 
cainpoieDt  Is  of  an  elliptical  shape,  comprising  an  area  of  about 
ODe  bimdred  and  twenty  yards  in  diameter  at  its  greatest  breadth, 
and  two  hundred  and  eighty  m  length :  the  entrenchments,  which 
are  in  some  places  thirty  feet  deep,  consist  of  a  double  foss  and 
t«UfflD»  except  on  the  south  and  south-west,  where  there  are  four 
fmm  and  four  valla ;  the  entrance  on  the  west  side  is  defended 
by  A  tumulus,  nearly  forty  feel  in  height,  placed  on  the  imier 
rmpBrls  \  At  St.  Julbn's  and  Penros,  tessellated  pavements, 
and  various  other  Roman  autiquities,  were  formerly  discovered, 
«iiich  have  led  to  the  opinion,  that  at  both  these  places  were  ele- 
•aal  Roman  villas,  seats  of  the  commanders  of  the  district,  or 
pf  some  persons  of  the  equestrian  order. 

Near  the  Roman  road,  which  passed  by  Penros  from  Caerleon 
to  Usk»  now  denominated  the  upper  road,  m  the  parish  of  Lan^ 
gibby,  or  Uangykt^  stand  the  remains  of  Casteil  Tngreg* 
TVse  consist  of  a  square  tower,  in  a  dilapidated  state,  firagmeaia 
of  walls,  and  foundations,  which  inclosed  a  large,  oblong  area» 
Aow  coirverted  into  an  orchard.    From  the  parts  of  pointed 

arcbes» 

•  Chorchyard  observes : 

**  Now  must  I  toueh  a  matter  fit  to  knowc, 
A  fort  and  strength  that  stands  beyond  thU  towne;  (Caerleon) 

Ten  thousand  men  may  lodge  them  there  unseen, 
In  treble  dykes  that  guards  tlie  fortresse  well : 
And  yet  amid  the  fort,  a  goodly  grcene, 
Whert-  that  a  power  and  mighty  campc  may  dwell, 
In  .<pytc  of  world,  if  soldiours  victuall  have. 
The  hill  so  stands,  if  bird  but  wing  doe  wave, 
Or  man  or  beast  but  once  stirre  up  the  head, 
A  bowe  above,  with  shaft  shall  strike  it  dead. 
The  hill  comniaunds  a  marvels  way  and  scope ; 
It  seems  it  stood  far  off  for  townes  defence, 
And  in  the  warrcs  it  was  CacrUon'a  hope,* 

Wortldne$  ^.Wdei,  p.  40. 
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BTcbes,  U  was  probably  constructed  in  the  t*arlj  Anglo-Norman 
cm,  was  anciently  jii  possession  of  the  Clares,  earls  of  Glouces- 
ter, and  fomied  the  dower  of  Mau<l,  widow  of  Gilbert,  tbe  last 
male  heir  of  thai  line.  During  tbe  civil  wars,  in  llic  lime  of 
Charles  I  he  First,  it  was  a  pbcc  of  some  importance  as  a  fortress, 
and  then   in  the  possession  of  Mr.   Trevor  Wiiluim«,  who  was 

eated  a  baronet  in  the  year  1 64 1.  Both  the  fortres:^  and  its 
owner  uere  afterwards  subjects  of  apprehension  and  dread  to  the 
Qflurpcr   CronjwcH  ;  for  he  iisned  onlcrs  for  Ihc  buronet^s  arrest, 

d  at  the  same  time  stales  him  to  be  a  dangcrou*  man,  in  terms 
irhkb  betray  the  mental  malignity  of  the  oue,  and  the  high  es»     ■ 

ni  and  veneration  enlerlained  for  the  chanicler  of  tbe  other •» 
{Sir  Trevor,  at  the  conimencenient  of  the  civil  wars,  like  many 
constitutional  and  loyal  men,  disgusted  at  lite  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings of  the  monarch,  sided  wilh  tbe  partianienl,  and  for  a  time 
be  adhered  to  that  interest,  and  disthiguished  liimself  at  tbe  siege 
of  Raglan  Castle  ;  but  witnessing  the  evils  of  revolutionary  pro- 
cee<liugs,  and  the  tyranny  and  oppression  wbich  invariably  spring 
from  ecjualizing  principles,  be  seceded  from  I  he  parliamentary, 
and  espoused  the  royal  cause.  In  that  he  displayed  equal  fer* 
Tour,  and  evinced  tbe  utmost  energy  and  activity.  He  became  ■ 
a  powerful  auxiliary  in  the  restoration  of  monarchy,  and  lived  to 
an  advanced  age,  highly  respected,  and  died  universally  la- 
ntented. 

Lakoibby  House,  situated  near  tbe  ruins  of  l)ie  castle, 
said  to  have  been  built  by   Iiiigo  Jones;  but  though  the  apart- 
ments are  convenient  and    well  pTOf>ortioued,  tliere   la  nothing 
striking  in  tbe  architecture  to  point  out  the  hand  of  that  cele* 

brated 


•  *'  Hee  is  a  man  (as  I  am  infurroedl)  full  of  craft  and  subtelty,  very  botild 
and  resolute ',  Lath  a  house,  L^njErebie,  welt  stored  with  armeit  and  very 
stronge  ;  liis  ncij^bbours  about  liim  vtiy  malignant,  imd  iiiucli  for  him,  whoe 
arc  apl  to  rescue  bun,  If  apprclieuded,  miiclj  more  to  tliticover  any  thin^ 
wUirU  may  prevent  itl."    Harris's  Life  «f  Oliver  CromweU. 
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bnled  lua&tcr.    It  is  at  present  the  resident  of  WiUtam  WUIiams, 
Esq. 


USK, 


caUed  by  tbe  Britons  Brunebegie,  for  Burenbegie  or  Brynbvga ; 
by  Gyraldiis,  Castrum  Isca ;  and  by  the  English,  Usk ;  is  situated 
00  a  lingub  or  tongue  of  land  formed  by  the  confluence  of  the 
(Mwy  with  the  Usk,  jnst  below  the  point  where  the  latter  riter 
is  joined  by  the  rivulet  called  Birrhyii  or  Birtbin.  Though 
scarcely  a  vestige  of  Roman  remains  has  ever,  at  least  in  modem 
times,  been  discovered  at  this  place,  all  antiquaries,  with  tlie 
exception  of  Salmon,  who  makes  this  the  site  of  Isca  Silurum,  have 
unanimously  agreed  to  fix  here  the  station  Burrittm  of  Antoninus' 
Itinerary,  and  the  BvUttum  of  Ptolemy.  The  proofs  have  been 
drawn  from  its  square  form  *,  its  situation  at  the  contlucnce  of 
two  rivers^  from  tbe  name  of  Burriuro,  supposed  to  be  found  in  the 
first  part  of  tbe  word  Birthin,  or  the  British  appellation  Brynbyga; 
but  the  most  convincing  argument  is  deduced  from  the  exact 
coincidence  of  the  distances  between  this  place,  Caerleon,  Aber- 
gavenny, and  Monmouth,  with  those  between  Burrium,  Isca 
Silurum,  Gobannium,  and  Blestium,  and  when  no  other  place 
besides  in  the  vicinity  has  the  smallest  pretensions,  this  rea- 
soning must  be  decisive.  Usk  is  evidently  a  place  of  high  an- 
tiquity, and  has  been,  from  the  vestiges  at  present  visible,  of 
much  larger  extent,  and  much  greater  importance.  It  b  sup- 
posed to  have  been  a  Britbh  town,  from  6trr,  which  signifies  an 
entrenchment ;  but  this  is  mere  conjecture,  the  elevated  embank- 
ments of  earth  opposite  Llanbaddoc,  which  have  been  repre- 
sented as  ancient  ramparts,  were  only  thrown  up  as  dykes  to  pro- 
tect tbe  place  from  the  ravages  committed  by  the  frequent  inun- 
dations of  tbe  river  Olwy. 

The 

•  The  form  of  tlic  present  town  is  not^qnare ;  but  sufficient  vestiges  do 
not  remaia  to  ascertain  exactly  wtiat  mictit  Imve  been  its  ancient  nhape. 
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The  liistory  of  llie  Castle  lurnisljes  llie  luobl  earl^  writleii  reconls 

of  Ihe  |ilace  ;  and  thowgli,  from  some  of  ils  urciiilcclural  fi-iitiircs, 
it  was  of  Roman  or  Rom;*tt-Britfsfi  origin;  jetlhc  reniotei»t  iiolkc 
'%hich  has  hitlierto  btcn  discovered  Ls  llial  it  formed  part  of  lUe 
^possessions  of  Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucester,  in  lite  liiitc 
[of  Heiirv  tliL*  Tliifd  ;  mid  probably  deacended  to  him  frojii  Uil- 
^iiert  tie  Clare,  ^lio  first  iiivdde<t  this  part  of  tlie  coujjtry  iu  tlic 
time  of  Henry  Ihc  Fir^t :  from  llmt  family  it  cHiiie  to  ttie  Mortis 
fliers,  earls  of  March.  Edmund  Mortimer  dyin^  without  issue, 
in  the  third  year  of  f  letiry  tiie  Sixth,  hb  vast  poAsessious  were 
^ra  Died  to  his  nephew,  Richurd»  dukeofVork;  and  of  Uus  de- 
scenrlaiit  and  father  of  kings,  tliis  castle  appears  to  have  beeu  a 
favourite  rcsjideiice:  — 

"  A  castle  there  in  Oskp  cIoUi  yH  rctnaine, 
A  jicat  vlicrc  kitigs  and  priuces  have  l>een  borne  : 

Kins;  Edward  fhe  fourth  and  his  childreo  (as  some  affirm),  and 
km^r  Ridiard  the  Third  were  bora  here*,**  On  the  death  of 
Riehard,  the  castle  of  XJsk  became  the  properly  of  Henry  the 
Seventh.  It  aftcnvards  belonged  to  William  Herbert,  first  earl 
of  ^vmbroke;  and  at  present  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  is  the  pro- 
prietor. No  fortress  in  IVIomiioulhshire  perhaps  experienced 
more  fr«|nent  assaults  than  this,  duriii*;  the  alternate  successes  of 
the  Welsh  chieftauis  and  the  Anglo-Norman  lords;  and  it  sulfered 
prticularly,  together  wtlh  Ihe  town,  in  tlie  ravage*  of  Oweii 
Olyndwr,  who,  after  being  in  jxissession,  and  comniilting  the 
must  ruthless  devastations,  at  kngth  here  iru'l  wilh  a  complete 
defeat,  his  army  being  totally  routed,  and  he  const  rained  to  lly 
for  safety  to  his  native  moimlains.  It  was  in  ii  very  dilapidated 
state  in  the  tmie  of  Elizabeth;  for  Churchyard  describes  the 
towers  so  "  torne  wilh  welljer's  blast,  and  time  that  wears  all 
out/'  as  not  to  he  aiifficieutly  interesting  to  entertain  his  muse. 
The  present  remains,  whicli  stand  on  an  abrui>t  eminence  to  t!ie 

east 


•  Churohyard's  Wortliiaes  of  Wales,  p.  1?. 
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«Bt  of  the  rifcr,  consist  of  a  sfaell  inclosing  a  court,  the  princf- 
jn3  cBliance  to  which  is  by  a  tower  gateway,  having  a  pointed 
ardi,  with  a  groove  for  a  portcullis.  The  area,  of  considerable 
eftent,  is  sarroanded  by  straight  walls,  flanked  with  round  and 
sqaare  towers,  destitate  of  windows,  but  havrag  occasional  nar- 
nm  aipertuiin.  Withia  are  the  keep,  a  square  tower,  and  several 
aptrtments,  one  of  i^ich  appears  to  have  been  the  baronial 
kfl,  and  measures  forty-eight  feet  long,  by  twenty-four  broad. 

A  Friobt  was  founded  in  Usk  by  one  of  the  earls  of  Clare, 
for  mmi  of  the  Benedictine  order,  some  time  previous  lo  the  year 
lf36.  The  annual  revenues  at  the  Dissolution  amoimted,  accord- 
ing to  Dugdale,  to  551.  48.  5d. ;  and  the  site  was  granted  to 
Roger  Williams,  of  Langibby.  A  few  remains  of  Che  bnildmg 
are  still  standing  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  church ;  and  in  an 
apartment  on  the  tirst-floor,  the  iriese  of  the  ceiling  is  decorated 
witii  thirty  emblematic  devices  and  emblazoned  arms;  probably 
the  coats  of  benefactors  to  tbe  priory. 

Usk  is  a  borough  town,  and  since  the  27th  of  ffenry  the 
E^th,  has  been  -privileged  with  elective  franchise,  bekig  repre- 
•tnled,  in  conjunctieu  with  Newport  and  Momnouth,  by  one 
member  of  partiament.  The  charter,  under  which  it  is  govemed 
by  a  bailiff  or  mayor,  community,  and  burj^esses,  was  granted  by 
Elizabeth  de  Burg,  and  confirmed  by  lier  son  Roger  de  Morti- 
mer, «arl  of  March,  by  a  dce<l,  dated  at  hb  castle  of  Usk,  A.  D. 
1998 ;  as  appears  from  a  renewal  of  it  by  his  son,  Edmund,  in 
tbe  year  1415,  the  former  havioig  been  destroyed  iu  the  confla- 
^[ration  eokiadled  by  the  soldiers  under  the  Isrocious  Glymlwr. 
The  iown.  which  stHl  has  a  weekly  .market  on  Mmichiys,  though 
0(  considerable  extent,  contains  but  152  houses,  and  734  inha- 
bitants. 3everHl  ways  bear  the  names  of  streets,  but  they  scarcely 
deserve  the  appellation;  for  the  houses  in  general  are  isolated,  hav- 
ing gardens,  orchards,  and  paddocks  intervening ;  which,  though 
they  give  an  irregularity  to  the  town,  tend  mucli  to  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants.     In  a  place  so  reduced  from 

its 
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its  forojcr  consequence  •,  few  buiidings  can  be  expected  worlby 
of  notice,  either  from  their  magiuticence  or  architectural  ui- 
Icrest. 

The  Church,  which  belonged  to  the  prior\,  a|it>eiirs  to  have  been 
erected  in  ihe  early  Ai)glo-Nomiaii  era.  By  foimdatious  yet  r*- 
mariitng,  i(  was  built  cruciform,  io  I  he  niiinner  of  a  cnliiedral. 
The  si]Uiiie  emballleil  lower,  now  slHiidiii';  &i  the  east  end,  was 
in  the  centre,  and  appears  to  have  coiiimunicated  with  a  transept 
and  choir,  both  of  which  have  lonpj  been  destroyed.  The  build- 
ing itas  under^uitc  many  alterations:  the  circular  columns  and 
arches  of  iJie  lower  exhibit  the  Norniao  character:  but  the  imfe 
is  separated  from  the  nortli  nile  by  fnur  pointed  arches,  and  the 
windows  and  doorwajs  are  in  the  ianie  slyle.  Few  sepulchral 
niouuineuts  arrest  llie  atteiktioii  of  the  curious  visitor;  but  an  in- 
scription, which  was  nr$>t  published  in  the  second  volume  of 
the  Archaeologia,  thence  copied  into  Cough's  edition  of  the 
Britannia,  and  since  professedly  given  more  correct  by  Mr. 
Coxet;  has  for  more  than  half  a  century  been  a  perplexing  sub- 
ject to  antiquaries,  and  still  apji^ars  to  defy  critical  infjuisition. 
The  learned  Dr.  Wotlon  snppo^-d  it  w^a  a  mixture  of  Ruman 
and  Briibh,  and  an  epiltipb  on  a  professor  of  astronomy  hi  the 
Brittsb  philosophical  institute  at  Caerleon;.  This  idea  was  taken 
up  by  Harris,  Strange,  Goitgli,  and  others,  thougli  with  bome 
little  variation  as  to  its  detailed  meaning.     Mr.  WiiUiani  Owen 

sup}KMn 

•  In  the  ccmrae  of  pinkinjj  wells  and  diggiii*  trencbes  for  foiintlafioni  of 
buildings,  tlirei::  ranges  of  pnvtmcnt  were  dt«>G0Tt-re4l,  and  pitched  roads 
were  traced  in  an  adjaci^t  6etd*  In  a  close,  dentiminated  Cac  pcita,  near 
the  turnpike  road  leading  to  Caerweut,  a'  ew  vears  ago  a  paved  rood  waa 
foiind  under  grotind,  formed  of  heviii  H'lotie^!,  placed  iii  rlie  Roman  manner^ 
edgeways ;  and  wa^  (irobubly  part  of  ihe  old  Rotnan  road,  that  cs^tendtd 
from  Bu mum  to  Vcnta  Siiuruni.  Majiy  ancient  houses  are  in  ruiiis^  aiiid 
of  tome  only  the  foundationi  remaio. 

t  Hist.  Tour.    Appendix,  No.  7. 

t  "  The  letters  which  Dr,  Wotttin  mistook  for  llial  word  are,  yar  11c*yii, 
and  h&?e  a  very  different  Mguilicatiou,"     Coiie'i  Ui»t.  Tour,  p.  133« 
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mpposu  it  is  pofdy  Welsb^  and  wriltcD  in  Uie  dialect  of  Gwent,  39 
Dsed  in  the  middle  age^  aqd  gives  a  diametrically  opposite  ifiteiv 
prrtatioQ*.  Finding  that  no  two  persons^  well  skilled  ia  tlie  langua^ 
in  wiiich  it  appears  to  be  writtei^  agree  ^  the  matter  seems  still 
lis  sub  judice  est,  and  the  field  yet  opeii  for  inquiry  and  conjeo 
tnBe.  The  inscription  is  on  a  brass  plate,  and  listened  by  nails 
against  two  of  the  pews. 

Tbe  Bridge  u  a  stone  structure  of  five  circular  arclies,  flanked 
on  each  side  by  triangular  buttresses,  rising  from  tbe  abutment* 
to  the  centre  by  tliat  gentle  curvature,  which,  whUe  it  adds  to  th^ 
hcaoty  of  the  otyeet,  gives  little  iuconveaienoe  to  the  passing  tra« 
feller. 

Tbe  common  prison,  near  the  foot  of  the  bridge,  was  fi>rmerljr 
«  Roman  catholic  chapel. 

The  town  has  no  trade,  and  only  a  small  nianufiiGtory  of  JapEm 
ware,  to  no  considerabla  extent.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  derive 
advantages  from  its  lieing  a  tlioroughfare ;  some  are  employed  in 
husbandry,  and  a  few  gain  their  livelihood  by  the  salmon  fishery. 
The  Usk  abounds  with  fish,  but  particularly  salmon ;  and  several 
Hreirs  have  been  long  established  on  the  river  in  tbe  vicinity  of 
tbe  town.  Such  celebrity  had  it  acquired  in  tbe  time  of  Eliza- 
beth, that  the  amusing  itinerary  poet  could  not  sufier  it  to  escape 
his  notice : 

**  Great  store  of  fisfi  is  cani»ht  within  this  flood, 
That  doUi  indeed  both  town  and  country  good*,** 

The  aalmcn  of  the  Severn,  the  Wye,  tiie  Towy,  and  the  Tivy, 
have  l>een  variously  esteemed  for  their  flavour ;  but  the  boon,  of 
cicelleace  has  by  most  epicures,  who  have  liad  the  oppoctunity 
oC  making  a  comparison,  l>ecn  bestowed  on  those  caught  in  tlie 

V0L.XI.— Sept.  I809.  K  Usk. 

♦  Hiat.  Tour,  Appemiix,  No.  7.  In  tliis  appendix  is  another  jnterprctation 
?itenby  the  Rev.  Mr.  Evans,  of  Caereu;  but  both  are  far  from  satisfactory^ 
hcctosc  devoid  oi'  identity. 

t  Churchyard*  Worthines  of  Wales,  p.  19. 
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Usk.  A  slriking  peculiarity  also  presents  ilself  In  the  fislicry  of 
this  river,  viz,  the  people  here  ti^h  suceessfully  for  salmon  uearly 
thrrmgh  ^tll  the  mouths  in  the  >ear,  which  must  to  some  appear 
txtraorititiury,  wheu  it  is  coiisidereil  tliul  salmon  arc  ralgjalory 
lish,  leiivii»g  the  fresh  Wafer  rivers  for  the  sea,  soon  afler  they 
huve  depo^iteil  their  sputvti ;  jikI  tlmt  cxislitig  statutes  proliibit  the 
taking  theiu  from  the  emt  of  March  till  the  beiriiiniug  of  Novem- 
ber'*  II  is  observed,  that  **  Uie  seasot*  for  fishing  in  the  Tiveed 
begins  November  tlie  SOlh  ;  but  the  fishcnnen  work  very  little 
till  al\er  Chmtmtts:  it  emU  on  Michaehna^  day  i  yet  the  corpo- 
ration (who  are  conservators  of  the  peace  of  the  river)  indulge 
the  fibhemten  uitb  a  forlniglit  ;ifLer  that  lime,  ou  account  of  the 
change  of  the  style f."  Tlius  it  appears  an  occurrence  otherwise 
lingular,  liiippens  in  other  rivers  beside  the  Usk,  and  it  evidently 
arises  from  the  same  cause.  Not  from  any  peculiarity  iti  the  fish 
frequenting  them,  or  any  jjnirlicidar  inducement  ttiat  the  fish  have 
to  stay ;  bnt  from  their  being  prevented  returning  by  well  con- 
structetl  weirs,  and  no  laws  existing  liir  prevtnling  llie  destruction 
of  them  in  these,  as  is  the  case  in  otI»er  rivers*  An  acquaintance 
with  this  fact  led  Churchyar<l  to  sing — 

**  A  tiling  In  note ;  wlien  Hamrnaii  fiiUe*  in  Wye, 
(AiJti  »ea>«oD  dicre,  goes  out  as  order  b) 
T^iari  still  of  course  in  ()>ke  do!li  tianunoujt  ly«, 
And  of  s^ood  ii^ii,  in  U&ke  you  bhall  uat  inis. 
And  tills  ^eems  ^traun^Ct  as  duth  ilirot^j;))  Wales  appear, 
In  lomc  one  filace,  ate  sammumt  all  Uic  veeie  ^ 


*  B]r  lUT  Act  of  PaiDiiment,  tn  the  lOtli  of  Eilward  the  First,  it  is  pro* 
lubUedl  nnd«-r  \i  .severe  penalty  to  eapture  fiiihnofi  from  the  Nativity  of  the 
Virgin,  conimonly  cuIIlmI  Lmly  dny,  tu  St.  Martin's  day,  Uie  Utli  ot*  No- 
veiaber,  in  lUe  waters  uj'ilie  Hutuber^  Ou-it,  Tri'Mt,  Oiiii,  A(ie,  licrwent 
M  harfe,  Nid,  Vare,  ^wiiie,  nuil  IVwi.  Ami  subsei|Ucut  ^tatute^  have 
pruvided  iur  the  •ecarity  of  itie  fisheries  iu  other  livers  j  mid  have  all* 
attached  penaltieii  to  the  eKp<js<iig  ihe  B»h  (or  sale. 

f  Pennaots  Uj-iti*h  Zoolot:}-,  V#K  III.  p.  290. 
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So  fiv«hy  80  gwe«te,  so  red,  «o  crimp  wHhall, 
That  man  migbt  lay,  loe,  saiuiiion  here  at  call*." 

A  description  of  a  weW  may  not  be  inappropriate  at  tin's  place:  it 
is  the  one  at  Trostrey,    little  to  the  north-west  of  the  town  of  Usk. 
"  An  embankment .  of  stakes  and   stones   is  thrown  diagonally 
across  the  river,  between  two  and  three  hundred  yards  in  length  ; 
ia  the  nfiddle  of  the  weir  is  a  vacancy,  provided  with  an  iron 
(rate,  through  which  a  considerable  body  of  the  river  rushes  with 
great  impetuosity.     At  the  lower  part  of  the  weir,  on  one  side  of 
this  stream,  is  a  large  wooden  box,  perforated  with  holes  to  ad- 
mit the  water  and  air,  with  an  aperture,  to  which  is  affixed  a  long 
round   wieker   basket,   rescinblinj;  a  tunnel.     Tins  apfrlure   is 
closed  with  .a  small  iron  grate,  which  opens  within  the  box  like  a 
trap-door^  and  falls  to  its  original  posiLi<  n   by  its  own  weight. 
A  square  wooden  frame,  similat  to  those  used  at  nulls  for  tlie  pur* 
pose  of  catching  eels,  extends  nearly  across   the  whole  of  the 
stream  below  tlie  large  iron  grate,  leaving  only  sufficient  room 
for  the  salmon.    The  fish  in  his  migration  is  obliged  to  ascend 
Ihb  narrow  opening;  and  having  passed  the  wooden  frame,  is 
stopped  by  the  grate.     Instead  of  retreating  down  the  narroiv 
pass,    by   which   he   ascended,    he    turns  sideways,    is   hurried 
by  the  rapidity  of  the  stream   along  a    narrow   current,   lead- 
ing through  the    tunnel,    forces    uj)    the   trap-door,  which   im- 
mediately fails  down  behind  him,  and   is  thus  secured  in   the 
boxt."     Mr.  Donovan^  mentions  what  is  considered  a  peculiar 
method  of  dressing  and  curing  the  fish  after  they  are  taken,  which 
probably  tends  to  render  them  more  palatable  when  caught  out  of' 
season.     This  is  by  culling  the  fi!^h  in  pieces  of  a  convenient  size 
for  dressing,  and  parboiling  Iheni  in  spring  water.  These  pieces  are 
then  aUowed  to  cool ;  and  when  required  for  the  table,  are  to  be 

K  2  boiled 

*  Worthiiics  of  Wales,  p.  iSl^ 

t  Coxe's  Hist.  Tour,  p.  160. 

t  Descriptire  Excarsions  through  Sontli  Wales   am]   Momnoathsbirey 
Vol  I.  p.  160. 


boiled  in  tbe  former  liqiior*  carefully  k^pt  for  tlie  purpose.  By 
this  process  the  flesh  requires  a  peculiar  degree  of  firmness, 
ciimpncss,  and  delicacy  of  flavour.  It  is  proper  to  observe,  thai 
tbe  ^h  must  undergo  the  operation  of  crimping,  by  parboiling, 
iminediately  after  it  is  caught,  or  at  farthest  in  a  few  hours ;  for 
unless  such  precaution  be  taken,  it  is  observed  from  experience 
that  the  flesh  becomes  flabby  and  bad. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Usk  are  several  ancient  fncampmenfa:  indeed, 
|S  Wi^Ies  has  justly  been  denominated  a  castellated  country,  this 
may*  with  equal  propriety,  be  called  a  castellated  district.  Almost 
every  two  or  three  miles  exhibits  vestiges  of  hostile  positions,  and 
mdelible  marks  appear  of  sanguinary  footsteps,,  and  heroes  slain. 
The  limits  assigned  to  this  work  will  only  permit  a  brief  aud  suc- 
cinct account  of  a  few,,  referring  the  inquiring  mind  to  works 
occasionally  quoted,,  and  to  ocular  investigation.  Crafg  y  Gaer- 
cyd,  supposed  by  Harris  to  have  been  a  Roman  encampment,  is 
situated  about  two  miles  to  the  north-west  of  the  town  of  Usk,  on 
l^n  emmence  overhanging  the  river.  The  shape  is  irregular,  de- 
fended on  one  side  by  the  Usk,  and  on  the  other  by  deep 
fossa  and  valla,  which  are  thirty  feet  deep  and  high.  Several 
tnmuli  or  barrows  are  within  the  area,  from  flfteeo  to  twenty  feet 
in  height.  Camp-wood,  so  called  from  being  overgrown  with 
trees,  at  the  end  of  Gwhclwg  Common,  is  of  an  eltptical  sbape>, 
about  seven  hundred  yards  in  circuniference,  and  environed  by  a 
single  foss  aud  vallum.  A  chain  of  these  fortified  nosls  seems  to 
have  stretched  away  from  Cats-ash  over  tlie  ridge  of  land  that 
terminates  in  the  Pencainawr,  and  which  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  site  of  a  British,  but  more  probably  a  Roman  road,  that 
branched  off  from  the  line  of  the  Julia  strata  to  Bleslium.  The 
commencement  of  the  line  is  at  Coed  y  caeran,  \h  the  hundred  of 
CaUlccot,  to  the  west  of  Cavrieon,  where  are  several  encabip- 
ments;  and  beyond  the  Penraniawr,  in  the  same  direction  at 
Wolves  Ncifflon,  are  two,  C<rr/-^-«"<!e>*,  is  a  small  circular  en- 
campment, which  appears  to  h<tve  had  its  ramparts  formed  of 
stone,  aiid  remain*  of  wall?  ii}dicate  that  it  wj^s  probably  defended 


If  friistioU  td^vm.  It  ih  about  190  flifet  ih  ^fteter,  md  stirrourided 
bti  double  foss  and  vallttlli.  Cher-faOrr,  ot  Vaicr,  lying  belwe^b 
what  u  t«*fin*d  tiife  Golden  Hill  atid  tbe  Dctraudon,  is  the  largest 
iMliampttifeDt  \h  the  cdtinty,  frmn  whence  it  takes  the  epithet  fawr. 
lUtt  Uras  thfe  ske  of  a  BrHi»b  totvn,  and,  frOtti  the  inituefifie  depth 
rf  HiH  fotaa  and  height  of  tht  rilla,  was  probably  occti{)ted  by 
the  Sa&oDS  in  Ihtir  predatory  excursiolis ;  and  snbset|tlently  ty 
other  cdd<eBdifi$  forties,  lis  tbe  ceritral  tK)sHioD  among  dtroiigly 
fbrtifled  Atatiobs,  mnst  baVe  rendered  it  a  place  of  great  import- 
40  p«sies8  io  tbe  ageft  of  uitestine  eonflkrt 
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«i(iiated  to  the  north  of  that  of  Usk«  is  less  idoihtahioii^  thai^ 
tbe  former,  and  watered  with  fewer  streams  thin  aity  bund  red  Hi 
the  conifty.  It  is^  bowerer,  a  iine  f^Hile  district,  i^boaddlng  ia 
rich  arable  and  pasture  lands,  and  pleasingly  dlirersified  witk 
gentle  eleiiatiolis  and   depressions,  with  occa^onal  ?aUies  abd 

llie  HIGHER  DIVISION  contains  the  parislies  of  Chapd  Hill, 
Cwmcartan,  Kilgtcrwg,  Landogo,  LangoveUf  Lanis/ten,  I^nsoy, 
Lanvihangel  Tormynydd,  Michael  Troy,  Penalth,  Trelleck,  Tyn- 
tern  Little,  and  M'vhrs  Newton*,  In  the  lower  division 
ire  the  parishes  of  Bettus  Newydd,  Bringwyn,  Dingestow  Lath- 
damjff  Penrose,  Penny  Clouth,  Raglan,  and  Tregare, 

K  3  Raglan, 

•  Wolves  Newton  is  in  the  Imndred  of  U»k.  It  may  be  proper  here  td 
remark,  that  as  the  list  of  parishes  oontained  in  the  respective  hnndrecb 
bad  from  the  commenccmeni  bven  copied  from  the  rctiuuA  ma<le  to  partis* 
ment  respecting  tlie  poor,  it  was  thought  adviscable  not  to  deviate;  thoimh 
as  to  names  and  distribation,  so  far  as  it  respects  Wales  and  Monoiontb* 
sliire,  they  are  far  from  correct. 
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Raglan,  better  known  by  the  name  of  Ragland,  is  a  small 
village,  celebrated  iu  the  annals  of  nevcr-cJvin^   fame,   for  its 
Castle,  which  was  once  the  proud  residence  of  the  most  noble 
family  of  Somerset.     It  was  called  by  Cumden  the  beautiful  and 
castle-lifce  seat  of  the  Marquis  of  Worcester.     It  stands  on  a 
gentle  eminence  at  a  small  distance  from  the  village,  in  the  westr 
em  part  of  the  hundred.     This  fortress  is  apparently,  from  the 
present  reniaius,  l«s$  ancient  than  any  in  the  count},  the  earliest 
style  perceivable  in  the  huilding,  not  being  oMer  than  the  time  of 
Henry  the  Fitlh,  and  some  portions  were  erected  so  laic  as  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  First;  though  a  castellated  mansion  pre- 
viously stood  upon  the  site  in  the  time  of  Sir  John  Morley*. 
This  fortress  was  probably  erected  by  William  ap  Thomas,  and 
bb  son  the  earl  of  Pembroke;  but  parts  were  after\\ar<ls  added 
by  the  earls  of  Worcester,  and  the  citadel  by  the  gallant  mar- 
quis of  Worcester,  whose  conduct  m  ill  immortalize  the  name  of 
Raclan  as  long  as  the  records  of  time  shall  last.    A  short  sketch 
of  the  life  of  this  truly  great  man  will  furnish  the  most  interesting 
account  of  this  far-famed  fortress. 

Henry  Somerset,  fifth  earl,  and  first  marquis  of  Worces- 
ter, lived  in  those  troublesome  times,  when  decision  of  character, 
pr  the  hypocritical  assumption  of  it,  is  essential  to  preserve  a 
man  from  becoming  the  victim  of  an  outrageous  faction.  He 
was  born  in  the  }ear  1362,  and  was  summoned  as  a  peer  to  par- 
liament, in  the  life-time  of  his  father,  by  king  James.     Thouiih 

endued 


•  Dimdalc,  in  his  Baronasio,  observes,  that  tlio  prat  family  of  Clare  was 
seized  of  ihe  ra«*tle  of  Rii^^lan;  and  Richard  Slion^ihow.  tlie  la^t  iiia'c  heir 
of  thai  line,  gave  the  castle  ami  manor,  in  the  time  of  Heiin.-  the  Sccoik?, 
to  ^V alter  Bloet;  from  whom  it  came  to  the  f;miily  ot' Rerklcy.  But  in 
anotht  r  document  (artiele  Lord  Ileibcrt,  of  Chcrbury\  he  states,  that 
Sir  Jo!in  IVlorley,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Richard  the  Second,  resided  in 
this  castlf;  and  that  his  dant:ht<T  and  heires.*  conveyed  it  by  mairia^ic  inlo 
the  family  of  Herbert.  From  the  Herberts  it  came  to  the  Sonnji. -«;!!,  in 
vvliich  it  is  at  preMUt  vested.  Henry  Chaile?,  Uuke  of  IJtaiif«it,  being  Uift 
piescnt  piopjietor. 
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fnduc-l  y\\\\\  *liiniP5  a!)il:tie'>,  rjul  ]>os,ossfJ  of  ::mpK'  foiimv, 
he  docs  r.ol  apixnr  to  hv.vi?  nuiuu  tluit  display  nt'  oitiur,  wliioli 
occasions  iU)loriL-iy  or  procuri'S  i\\nM\  He  is  but  tuice  iin-ilioiied 
l»v  Camden,  in  hi-;  life  of  Hint  monarcli.  In  the  >i'ar  H>!:,  nt 
i»hidi  time  the  earl  was  created  marquis  of  \Voroo*!er,  lie  laiscd 
for  the  service  of  the  unftntimate  CharU\s  the  First  aii  anny  of 
1300  fool  and  500  horsi*;  placejl  t!iem  under  the  comiiiaud  of 
Siis  son,  lord  Ilerheil,  aftrrwai'ls  earl  of  Glaniorj^aii,  and  sup- 
ported them  at  his  own  expei:>e.  After  an  ineft'rtfual  slru;:i;le 
with  tlif  paHianienlarv  .i:enera!s  in  different  parts  of  South  Wales, 
lie  recalled  the  shattered  remains  of  ihi.s  little  army,  antl  witii 
them  s!mt  himself  up  in  his  castle  of  Ra;»!aii;  whirh  he  ob-li- 
nateh  de'VncWd  against  a  protraclvd  .siene  hy  the  i)artiainentariRn 
forc«  under  the  couinumd  of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax:  and  it  was 
solclj  owin«jj  to  ihe  intltiotire  and  heroic  intre))idity,  whirh  he 
evinced  in  defence  of  his  r-astle,  that  Monmor.IliNliire  so  I<»n2j 
resisted  the  rebel  arms,  imv\  retarded  the  annihilation  c»f  rn>al 
authority  within  the  ronnly.  Thi^  event,  which  diMii'.jxuishes 
Raglan  Castle  in  the  annuls  of  British  history,  ten''s  to  c!:ici.Iate 
ihe  tnaiiners  and  >pirit  of  ll'.e  times.  During  the  civil  commo- 
tioiis,  the  kinsr,  nftcr  the  Initlle  of  Nij«ieby  and  his  quil.ipir  Ox- 
ford, made  several  visits  to  I*a:;ian,  wliere  he  was  entertnfni'd  in 
the  most  princely  .-tNle  (»f  maj;niticenie,  H-tc  he  ofum  found  a 
teciire  and  plea>ant  retreat,  and  in  the  earl,  a  phihi'jopher,  tjuidr, 
aod  friend:  to  whom,  liad  he  altrirtivx-ly  listened,  and  steadily 
adhered  to  his  maxims,  he  wouhl  mo^t  probably  have  savod  both 
hh  life  and  his  crown.  One,  anion:;  the  many  ii!«!ancis  of  tliat 
mODarch's  mental  imbecility  recorded,  which  demonstrates  how 
incapable  he  was  to  wield  a  sceptre  in  awvU  f)erilnns  and  pre- 
carious limes,  is  the  followini'.  Sir  Trevor  \Villiam>,  au<l  lour 
other  gentlemen  of  this  county,  having  been  arre.sle<l  as  nbris 
and  sent  to  Aleraavcnny,  the  kinj{  went  in  person  to  sit  'U  I  heir 
trials,  which  must  have  ended  in  their  convictiim;  on  which  tx-ca- 
.**on,  movctl  by  the  tears  and  inlreatlcs  of  Sir  Tn-Mir,  in*  was  in- 
flureil  to  forego  the  opportuuitj  ofmakiu^ja  strong  e.\aiij|!*',  an  i 

K    t  kiiilt  iv-d 
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giifTered  thckiiigbttobe  released  on  bail,  ioci  comniitled  the  others 
uniy  tQ  teni(iomry  confinetnent*  Oq  the  monarch  apolo- 
gizing to  the  marqtiis  for  his  leuitv,  the  lattiT  rephcd,  '*  Well, 
Sir«  vou  may  chance  to  gaio  you  the  kingdom  of  he:tveii,  by  such 
doings  as  these  ;  but  if  ever  you  gel  the  kin^duui  t»f  Etiglaud  by 
such  svays,  I  will  be  your  bondmau  V  While  tlie  king  remvined 
at  Raglau^  the  inarquii  mjide  use  of  everj'  blralngt-ni  to  divert  im 
royal  niitid  from  the  unhappy  state  of  his  aflUir&j  and  many  bon 
mots  are  rebted  that  passed  on  ihe  occasion^  some  of  which  arc 
puhlisheil  in  his.  Apothegms.  When  the  kin;;  thanked  hiiii  for 
several  loans  he  had  advanced  to  support  tJic  roval  cause,  he  r^ 
turned  for  answer,  "  Sir,  I  ha<l  your  word  for  the  money ;  but  I 
never  thought  I  should  have  been  to  soon  repaid ;  for  now  you 
liave  given  uie  thanks^  I  have  all  I  looked  for."  Several  other 
cuiiveisalious  are  tleLnlied  in  a  coiiteiiipurary  j)iiblicHliunt>  which 
shew  the  extreme  coutlt'sceubion  of  the  king,  uud  the  humorous 
garrulity  of  the  venerable  marquis, 

Afler  Uie  king's  departure,  the  castle  was  summoned  to  surren- 
der to  the  parliamentarian  forces  under  CoL  Morgan,  June  ^d, 
'k6Uj;  having  previously  been  slightly  invented  by  a  corps  com- 
]unii<le<l  by  Sir  Trevor  WilltDOia.  Repeated  sunuiionsex  haviaf 
been  refused,  Sir  Thouias  Fairfax  i^ame  from  Bath,  to  comniand 
in  person.  After  several,  but  iuetTt^ctinii  saliks,  to  pieveiil  the 
approach  of  the  besiegers.  Ihe  garrison  began  to  be  much 
reduced,  uud  no  tidiogs  of  relief  arriviug,  the  nuirquis  surrendered 
by  rapiluiatioii,  on  terms  honourable  both  to  the  besiegers  and 
the  besti^-ged,  on  the  iptb  of  August,  after  an  obstinate  resistalM^t 
of  leu  weeks.  Tiie  garrison  and  inhabitants  marched  out  willt 
all  the  houours  of  war ;  and  consisted  of  the  venerable  governorj 

tlie« 

•  Apothegms  of  the  Marquis  of  Worcester. 

t  «  Wiiry  Apothegm^  deUvcrcd  at  several  Times  and  <in  several  Occa- 
iion>,  by  Kin;;  J^^nies.  King  Cbarlcs  the  First,  aud  the  Marc{nis  of  Wor- 
cpstcr."  London,  T(f^58,  ociavo.  Thrs  work  isetippo'^ed  to  Lave  been  writ* 
feu  tiy  the  Rev.  Dr.  Biiiley»  subikui  •f  WtUs,  tlM  friend  of  the  nttrfiniii 
\ftl«  ^'ood'i  Atlienee  Oxopiensii. 
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IImii  more  Ihtti  Cduificdrt  years  of  age,  lord  Charles  Sotneiset,  bit 
■ixlh  SOD,  sir  Piiilip  aod  lady  Jones,  Dr.  Bailey,  and  Commissary 
Ciwillili ;  togetlier  witli  four  colonels,  eighly-two  captaiut,  sixfe^ 
licuieiiants,  si&  comelii  four  ensip^ns,  four  quarter*masters,  fiAy» 
'two  esquires  and  gentlemen,  and  about  seven  liutHired  comnioii 
men**  In  tbe  letters  vrliicli  passed  between  the  marquis  and 
Fairfax,  tbe  former  strongly  sus|)iM:tcd  tbat  tbe  parliament  would 
let'use  to  ratify  tbe  articles  granted  by  tbe  latter.  His  appre- 
benaipns  were  well  founded.  He  had  liCld  too  dntiugHisbed  a 
actuation,  and  bad  been  too  decidedly  loyal,  to  expect  any  per- 
ibniiance  of  promises  of  clemency  from  men  wbo  bad  long  bee* 
babituated  to  the  derclictiini  of  tlie  most  solemn  and  im|>enoui 
duties.  On  bis  arrival  in  London,  under  a  false  pretext,  thai  be 
bad  violated  tbe  articles  of  capttubition,  he  was  comlnilted  to  tba 
Cttslody  of  tbe  black-rod ;  and  tbe  subsequent  cruel  usage  be  re^ 
cejved,  €>bliged  bini  most  bitterly  to  lament  that  lie  bad  cast  litnk- 
■elf  upon  tbe  mercy  of  parliament.  "  Ah  I  Dr.  Bailey,"  lie  said 
a  few  hours  before  bis  death,  "  if  I  li^id  made  use  of  tbe  arlicles 
you  bad  procured  in  my  behalf,  I  had  not  now  been  so  near  the 
cod  of  ray  Ufe,  and  tlie  begiiiniug  of  my  litqiptness^  I  forsook 
lifc,  liberty^  and  estate  f,  which  I  might  \mvu  bm\,  and  threw  my- 
self apoB  tlieir  mercy ;  wliieh*  wlien  I  li^d  done,  if  to  seize  upoa 
all  nay  goods,  to  pull  down  tny  house,  to  sell  my  estate,  and  to 
up  lor  such  a  weak  body  as  uihfe  was,  so  enfeebh^d  by  di»» 
in  tbe  dead  of  winter,  and  in  tlie  winter  of  mine  age,  be 
merciful ;  what  ara  they  whr>se  mercies  are  so  cruel?  NeitlHsr  d« 
I  expect  tbat  they  should  stop  at  all  this ;  f(;r  I  fear  that  tliey  will 
peneeuta  ne  after  my  death."*    But  on  being  informed,  that  tha 

parliament 

^  See  Rnshwortb's  CoUectious,  where  the  correspondence  which  passed 
faring  the  siege  is  detailed  at  length. 

t  The  anMMint  of  the  losses  susttined  by  hkuseir,  and  his  faouly,  in  su^ 
port  of  the  royal  canse,  it  would  l>c  impossible  to  calcniate.  LBis;e  li>ain 
were,  at  difl'erent  times,  granted  to  the  king,  two  armies  were  maintained 
St  their  eiipease,  the  woods  and  foresfs  belonging  to  the  marqiu?*  were 
«kstroyed,  and  his  estates  coniiscated,  amounting  to  20,0001.  per  annum. 
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farliaiiient  would  permit  him  to  be  buried  in  his  family  vault  in 
Windsor,  he  cried  out  with  great  vivacity,  "  Wliy,  Gtwt  hl^ss  us 
all!  why  then  I  sliall  have  a  beUer  castle  when  I  am  '*«*:  i  than 
they  took  from  me  whilst  I  was  alive."  Whether  this  i."Nfffiian 
be  viewed  as  tlie  hero,  or  the  christian,  his  chararter  dmiif  he 
liighest  respect  and  veneration.  TliouKb  so  hardly  prfy^seii  mi  a 
castle,  not  calculate<l  for  mnch  defence,  he  def(*n<ieH  it  for  a  <v>!!* 
aiderable  length  of  time,  and  to  the  la«t  extrenitty;  lili  iliere  \^,\% 
no  provender  for  the  horse^t,  and  the  ^H>w<ier  was  rod  need  to  the 
last  Irarrel ;  and  then  oiitain<'d  such  terms  as  are  seldom  vnintpd, 
but  when  the  assailants  act  under  the  influence  of  ap|)r«-hensioii 
that  the  sieise  will  be  diflicuU  and  lonji^.  Contemplate  liiiii  a<rain 
in  the  trying  hour  of  adversity,  and  the  pa<;e  <if  liisrf>r^  do^s  not 
present  a  character  in  which  christian  lortitudc  wa*»  lu.re  strik- 
ingly  exemplified,  or  from  whjdi  a  more  useful  lesson  ma\  l>e 
ieamed  of  humility  anri  resignation. 

The  cattle  was  dismantled  by  order  of  Ihe  parliament ;  and,  hi 
addition  to  the  injuries  it  received  on  that  occasion,  very  consi« 
derable  dilapidations  were  occasioned  by  the  numerous  tenants 
being  allowed  to  take  the  stone  for  erecting  bams  and  other  out- 
■faouses ;  and  even  the  steward  ^Constructed  new  farm-houses  of  the 
materials.  During  these  devastations,  no  less  than  twenty-three 
staircases  were  remove<i ;  but  the  late  duke  of  Beuufort  had  no 
sooner  succeeded  to  his  estates,  than  he  innnediateiy  ordered  that 
not  a  single  stone  more  should  be  touched,  and  thus  laudably 
prevented  tlie  entire  demolition  of  these  magnificent  remains. 
They  are  situated  on  a  moderate  enu'nence,  about  a  mile  from 
the  village,  and,  including  the  citadel,  occuj>y  a  space  nearly  on« 
third  of  a  mile  in  circumference.  The  citadel,  called  Mclyn-y- 
Gwcnt,  or  the  yellow  lower  of  Gwcnt,  was  of  an  hexangular 
form,  each  side  thirty-three  feel  broad  ;  the  walls  of  which  are  of 
hewn  stone,  ten  feet  thick,  defeiidt'd  by  bastions,  environed  with  a 
moat,  and  connected  with  the  castle  by  a  drawbridge.  When  entire, 
it  was  five  stories  high ;  but  the  greater  part  is  down :  a  stone 
staircase  leads  to  the  top  of  one  of  its  bastion  towers,  from  which 
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a  dctigbtful  proipeGt  over  the  surrounding  country.  Raised  ter* 
extended  round  the  citadel ;  aud  in  the  walls  are  broken 
aicbes,  in  which  were  formerly  placed  statues  of  the  Roman  em- 
perors.   The  castle  was  faced  witK  liewn  free-stone,  which  gave 
it  a  light  apiiearance.    Tlie  grand  entrance  is  very  ma^nilicent, 
Ibnned  by  a  fine  portal,  with  a  pointed  arch,  and  is  flanked  with 
two  massive  hexagonal  -towers,  one  of  which  is  intirely  covered 
with  ivy,  and  the  other  tufted  with  it.    A  third  tower,  not  so 
iiigh,  but  vith  its  madiicolated  summit,  adds  to  the  picturesque 
appcamice.    The  gateway,  containing  grooves  for  two  portcul- 
Jises,  leads  into  tlie  first  court,  once  paved,  but  now  grown  <»«er 
with  grass  and  branbles.     On  the  southern  side  was  a  grand 
suite  of  apartments ;  and  the  eastern  and  northern  sides  contained 
ranges  of  culinary  and  other  ofiices.     The  large  bow  window  of 
the  hall,  at  the  south-western  extremity  of  this  court,  is  richly  de- 
corated with  stone  tracery,  and  canopied  with  ivy.     The  stately 
hall,  which  appears  to  have  been  erected  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth, 
was  sixty-six  feet  long  and  twenty-eight  feet  broad,  had  a  curious 
roof  of  Irish  oak,  and  a  dome  above  for  the .  admission  of  light. 
At  the  extremity  are  the  ari..s  of  the  first  marquis  of  Worcester, 
executed  in  stone.     TJie  fire-place  is  remarkable  for  its  size,  and 
the  peculiar  structure  of  tlie  cliiinney,  forming  a  striking  vestige 
of  ancient   hospitality.     Bevond  the  hall  is  what  is  termed  the 
large  court,  which  was  one  hundred  feet  long  by  sixty  broad.     It 
is  deserving  of  notice  for  the  curious  fretwork  of  its  walls,  win- 
dows, &CC,    The  western  door  of  the  hall  led  into  the  chapel, 
now  dilapidated ;  but  its  site  is  trarealie  by  some  of  the  groins 
rising  from  grotesque  heads  that  sup|)orled  the  roof.     Most  of 
the  apartments  of  this  splendid  abode  were  of  grand  dimensions; 
the  st<nie  frames  of  the  windows  in  many  parts,  particularly  those 
of  the  south  front,  are  disllnguislied  with  mouldings,  friezes,  and 
other  decorations,  which   cannot  even  at  present  be  considered 
as  inelegant,  and  serve  to  give  some  idea  of  the  mode  in  which 
the  whole  was  fitted  up  in  the  interior.    The  immense  ex))ense 
|Uid  labour  in  erecting  this  enormous  pile  are  no  less  evident,  from 

the 
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the  large  vaults  and  subtcri^neous  celts  formed  uiidcr  tlie  hnti 
Aiirl  courls,  lliao  frotii  the  niajeslic  reniiilns  irhicli  lower  above 
ground  ;  alid  liic  strent^lh  af  the  walls  is  yet  so  ^eat,  (hut  H  the 
fmits  still  stHiidirfs  were  roofed  in  and  litled  irp,  it  might  be  B^in 
formed  into  a  rnnifnorHous  htibTtmlon.  The  oulwcrrk^*  throne  n  tip 
for  the  dctViice  of  the  tmilei  previow«i  to  the  siege,  are  vt-t  visible 
ill  the  rerMJilB  €4  taslbiis,  liorti-vrork^^  t^eoehef,  and  rflinf>trU. 
These  upfiear  to  have  been  too  e?(lensive  for  the  strength  of*  Ibte 
garri^oit^  and  prtibabiy  tended  to  fuetittate  its  fall.  The  a]^ 
proach  to  the  caftle  vrns  by  a  nobte  rrenue  of  elnjs^  most  of 
vtbkU  biive  liecn  fetled  ;  but  oiie  rernaniing  is  distingiii^bcd  for 
ils  venemble  tharaetvr  nnd  size  l  nieatiliriDg  tmir  the  grcittittl 
tnerity-eigbi  feet  five  iiidies  in  eirGaniference,  Churchward  thi 
^traiully  describet  this  graiid  fortress  : — 

'*  A  fiimoiii  emtie  iSne, 
That  Ra^rgltfod  bi|rht,  aiancki  moted  ahvost  rtomili 
Mavlt  of  fiecstone,  upright  a*  Btrajgljt  asliuc, 
Uliose  warkmaJisJiip,  iu  beantie  cJoUi  aboiiwil, 
Tbp  c^urioiis  kfiot5,  wrought  all  with  edged  toole, 
Tfie  sTafely  tower,  iliat  looks  oi  e  pon<l  and  poole  ; 
The  fftutjlaine  trmi  flmt  fWiw  b<ifh  day  and  iri^ht. 
Doth  yield  in  Aewe  a  rare  and  not>te  ai^ht  •." 

Trelecm,  or  Thrcf'St onr St  situated  on  the  turnpike  road  be- 
tween Moiituouth  atid  Chep«»loWi  h  reuiaikuble  for  three  rude 
massive  stooes,  placed  |>ert)eiidiculiir  in  the  ground  a  small  di^ 
tance  from  each  other,  whence  the  village  takes  tlte  appellation. 
The  ucitives  call  liiem  ilitrold'S'SfmieSt  front  a  tratUttoii  that  Utej 
Mere  erecttd  lo  cotiitnemordte  a  victory  obtained  over  the  Briton* 
by  Harold,  at  this  place:  but  the  rudeness  of  llieir  form,  arid 
other  circumbtauces,  prove  them  of  a  date  anterior  to  the  period 
Jn  which  he  flourished;  allhougb  not  n  doubt  can  be  entertained 
but  the  Briton j  sustained  a  defeat  near  this  spot.  They  are  pro- 
bably British  remains  of  high  antiquity,  set  up  as  sepulchral  me- 
morials, or  to  designate  a  place  of  druidical  worship;  and  the 
ktter  opinioo  i^  corroborated  by  other  vestige.'i  in  the  vicinity. 

Tbt 

♦  Worltiiaes  of  Walci,  p.  6, 


^ 
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Urn  anviber  lltf.^  viight  be  idlpvive  lo  Ihe  myiteiiQui  tiiadunt^ 

or  tnaibf  of  bicdkv ;  fpr  the  earl;  natives  of  this  UkiDd  appear 

tp  luive  coi»M|er«d  tliree  ^4  a  Bacred  number,  ai  seven  was  ft 

lojitiiail  nuiqber  ampBg  the  Jews.    Tbe  be^^ht  of  the  largest 

fltone  ^bore  Uie  SMrfiice  €|f  Uie  ground  is  fiAeen  feet,  and  Ibe  c'u^ 

cQoifeieftce  t^t  Hm  b^e  fourteai.    On  t|ie  opposite  side  of  tbt 

n»4  ^  ^  low  Bipnndp  witb  scattered  fragments  of  stones,  whicli 

appear  9s  Uiough  onpe  plaped  in  a  circular  forni ;  and  half  a  mibi. 

I^poni  fbe  Yiliag^  P^  tbe  open  coniuion,  stands  aiiotlier  stone»- 

idvep  k€%  bigb»  surroiH^ed  bj  a  trench.    From  tliese  vestiges  it. 

if  BOl  an  improbably  soppp^lion,  tliat  Trelech  was  an  ancienC 

sfat  of  droidical  worsbip;  and  that  these  stones  are  the  remaina 

of  por  of  tbcise  nid^,  but  ctrigiual  temples*  in  which  the  aucienl: 

inhabitants  of  this  island  were  accustomed  to  celebrate  their  pious 

orgies.     In  tbe  garden  of  Mr.  Rumsey  is  a  tumulus,  environed 

by  a  d^p  fosB,  about  four  bundred  and  iifty  feet  in  circumfe- 

ivncea  wit|i  trace*  of  extensive  eolrepchments.    Some  hav^  con- 

sideied  this  as  a  Urge  barrow  or  burial  place  *;  and  otherfi  tbe 

l^eep  of  a  c^tlft.  wbipb  or(ce  stood  here,  Itelongiog  to  tlie  carls  of 

€%«.    The  latter  w^  convfyed  to  the  crown  witb  ^he  caslle  of 

Oik,  through  tfie  families  of  de  Burg,  Mortuner,  and  Yorkf. 

Near  tbe  village  are  several  chalybeate  springs,  strongly  iinpreg* 

nated  witb  irou.  They  aretlius  noticed  by  the  autl^orof  the  Secret 

Memoirs  of  Monmouthshire.     **  Trcleg  Wells,  which  of  l^Ae 

vears  have  lieen  much  frequented,  and  have  been  found  very  roe^ 

dicinal,  and  of  the  nature  of  Ttmbridge  waters,  flowing  from  an- 

iion  ore  qiineral ;  of  which,  and  cinders  left  by  the  bIooin-wor|iSn 

plenty  is  found  yi  ^hese  parts/'    The  three  extraordinary  things 

Qf  this  place  are  recorded  on  a  small  pedestal,  which  supports  h 

square 

•  It  vna  most  probably  a  Saxon  or  Norman  encampment,  and  after- 
wards occnpied  by  the  En^^li^h,  previoas  10  the  l>attle  of  Crais;  y  Dorth,  » 
conspicuoiu  eminence  in  the  vicinity,  ^lien  Owen  Glyndwr,  in  one  of  his 
predatory  incursions,  deCeatcd  the  ro^al  troops,  and  droye  tbcm  to.  t)ie 
ifalet  of  Moiunoiith. 

t  Dugdale's  Baronage,  article  Clare. 
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sriiKire  sun-^ial,  near  the  churcli}ur(i  gate.  On  oue  side,  the  flire^ 
stones  Hre  represented  in  relievo,  \\\\h  the  measurements  on  each 
of  eight,  ten,  and  fourteen  fe«^t;  above,  "  Major  sa iIh"  and  be- 
neath, "  Hie  fuH  victor  Haraldus."  Ou  another  side  is  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  tumulus;  but  the  sculptor  has  delineated  a  vault; 
over  it,  "Magna  mole;"  and  below,  "0/  qnot  hie  stpnlii." 
Tlie  third  represents  the  fountain  ;  and  above,  "  Maxima  fonie  i 
and  lielow,  •*  Dom,  Ma^d.  probit,  oslmdil"  This  is  consi- 
dered a  great  curiosity,  and  of  high  autiquity;  but  "  the  shape  of 
the  pedestal  and  the  form  of  the  letters,  prove  it  to  be  more  nio« 
dero  than  is  generally  supposed,  and  I  suspect  timl  the  inscriptibflr- 
in  honour  of  Harold's  victory  over  the  Britons,  was  the  work  of 
some  eulhusiubtic  Saxon,  in  the  iiiteeuth  or  sixteenlJi  century  *." 

Landogo  is  a  village,  finely  situated  on  the  hanks  of  th# 
Wye,  where  that  river  makes  charmiug  meanders  in  its  sinuour 
course,  opposite  Bigsweir.  It  is  situate<l  in  a  small  plain,  richly 
tufted  wiili  woods,  and  backed  by  a  noble  amphitheatre  of  loRy 
hills.  At  BixioKsweir,  the  river  exhibits  the  appearance  of  trade 
nnd  activity,  and  is  the  point  where  the  maritime  dnd  inleniaF 
na\ i.iiutions  form  a  junction.  Numerous  vessels,  from  thirty  to 
ninety  tons,  rliiel)>  from  Ikistol  and  the  Somersetshire  ports,  frt^ 
fpieiitly  lie  here,  \M'.iliiig  for  the  tide,  which  seldom  i\u\\s  to  any 
Considerable  height  above  this  places 

The  fine  ruins  of  TtNTERN  Abhey,  belonging  to  the  <\\ike  of 
Beautort,  are  justly  esteemed,  with  their  appendages,  the  miist 
beautiful  and  pirturi  sque  objects  upon  the  river  Uye.  "  Castlerf 
atid  abbies,"  sa\s  Mr.  (iilpin,  "  have  different  siliii:lions,  accord- 
ins:  to  their  r€*»peclivc  uses.  The  casile  meant  for  deft  nee  stands 
boldly  (III  tiie  lull ;  the  abbey,  hilcnded  for  nieditaliun,  is  hid  iii 
the  sequestered  vale : 

"  Ah, 

*  Co\i\  Ui-i.  Tonr,  p.  .M'JI.  Tliit  enthusiastic  S.'i\on,  ajjd  \^lio  tle- 
fr^rjj  ih«!  \\lii>I(  «  \p(n-e,  uaii  the  \icaror  llie  jlac  a{)o>it  I'lr  b«':;iiui»::.» 
ftl'  iJi.:  >t:VtlilL'i.liiil  <;tiitaiv. 
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*'  Ah,  happy  thou,  if  one  sequestered  rock 
Bear  ou  ih  brow  the  sliivcred  Irdgmont  huge, 
Of  some  old  Norman  furtres:» ;  happier  far. 
Ah !  tiirii  most  happy,  if  thy  vale  below 
Wash  witli  ihi'  or\'>tal  coolness  of  its  rilU 
Sonic  mouldt-iing  abbey's  ivy-vcstcti  wall." 

Such  is  the  siluation  of  Tiiitcrn  Abbey  •."  But  llie  writer  is  crro- 
ooous,  ill  describing  it  as  "  occiipyiug  a  great  eniiiieiice,  iu  tlie 
middle  of  a  circular  valley;"  for  it  is  seated  iu  a  ilat  plain,  near 
tlie  banks  of  the  W^e,  to  which  some  parts  of  tJie  biiildiiifr  ap- 
|jear  to  have  extended.  The  monastery  was  originally  f(mnde<l 
for  monks  of  the  Cistercian  order,  in  the  year  1131,  by  Walter 
de  Clare,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  The  eudownients  weru 
much  augmented  by  Gilbert  de  Stronghow,  lord  of  Striguil  and 
Chepstow,  who  was  afterwards  created  eaii  of  Penibruke. 
Among  other  benefactors,  a  list  of  whose  names  has  been  preserved 
in  the  works  of  William  of  Worcester,  was  lloijcr  Bigod,  earl  of 
Norfolk,  who  is  slated  to  have  been  the  founder  of  the  abbey 
clmrch.  The  same  writer  further  says,  tJiat  iu  October,  I '26*8, 
the  abbot  and  monks  entered  the  choir  of  the  new  church,  and 
celebrated  the  first  mass  at  the  tii^h  altar.  At  this  period,  it  is 
highly  probable  only  the  choir  was  tiiiistied.  It  was  not  unusual 
at  that,  and  at  later  times,  to  construct  an<l  consecnUe  the  choir 
first,  and  then  proceed  to  complete  the  remaining  parts  of  the 
building.  The  architecture  observable  in  the  biKly  of  the  cliurcl), 
especially  iu  the  tracery  of  the  wokt  window,  is  evidently  of  a 
style  long  subsequent  to  tlie  dedication.  At  the  Dissolution,  the 
annual  revenues  were  valued,  according  to  Dugciule,  at  13^Z\,  Is. 
4d.;  but,  according  to  Speed,  at  2  jO'l.  1  Is.  Tlie  site  was  granted, 
C8th  of  Henry  the  Kightli,  to  Henry,  second  tail  of  Worcester; 
in  which  family  it  is  at  present  vested,  A  more  pleatiii^  relieut 
could  uot  easily  be  found  ;  every  thing  aroun<i  hrealhes  an  air  so 
tranquil  and  ralm,  so  serpiestered  from  the  coninierre  and  bustle 
of  life,  that  it  is  conceivable  a  person  of  a  conteniplalive  turn,  in 

monkish 
•  Obicrvatiou*  ou  the  ilvei  Wye.  i\c.  p.  lli. 
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iiionliJ&li  limes,  w6iiM  have  been  aUureti  Uy  llje  Uraoty  of  the 
5pi>t,  to  have  wislieJ  to  btfcoineair  --  '    '   < nt  of  such  «  rwridcnce 
I'hc  first  appearance  of  iUcse  cek\  uaiiis  does  nol  answer 

llic  cHpcctatioosrauGd  by  the  (icscriplums  of  fb<?  place.  Tli«  greater 
\rM\  of  ibe  ruin  h  I  '"  '    •  '  ■  b<?r  of  m^  '    -Hy 

buildutg^,  muiiy  of  >\  icilwilbi.  mIi 

«i#  ttio  mnA»:il€ry,    ^me  nrniauis,  iivar  Iht  riter  Mci#,  appear  la 
Kavq  been  Ibe  nbbol'i  lixfirc  airri  fralry ;  '>icyi  tHber^  v^Ktcb  Mere  Ibe 
€ti\U  oi  tli«  monks,  iatxe  been  cuiivtrWil  tntu  baJiit;ilii>ns  6if  a 
i^umber  of  pi»c»r  uiis^'rHblc  inh^tbtlut^^  whci  ti«irer  Aii)  lo  sMuioit^ 
by  lhr»T  pressing   iiwjmrl  unity  for  aim*,  iU«  vbilopi  at  l'tMtvm« 
Bill  tirie  iiitrrustitt^  pari  of  the  ruin  b  the  lyntUc-  ul^twy  cbnrcfa, 
Ibe  vtliolt  sb«>t)  of  ulticb  i:»  intirr,  e\c€{it  b^iag  to^')Uv»».     **  It  hni 
been  an  e1P:i:Ht>t  Gottuc  pile ;  but  doAs  nol  mako  tJial  Jippeiinuiri;^ 
ik%  a  di&lant  object,  »b;ch  \vr  uxpi^cted.     Tlnmeb  Ibe  parb  mtm 
bcuutirul,  the  wUolt^  15  iil-&b)ip<'d.     No  nnu»  of  the  l«>wc!r  uri? 
|»fV,  which  luigbt  giv«  ^rui  iitxt  conlrn»t  lo  ibe  bntire«^9  ami 
ii«lla,     liifitoafj   of  thiP,  a  immbcr  of  p«bk'  cmli  burl  tbc  vje 
\Hi\\  llieif  reguUrily,  ami  chj^yiiit   it  by  Ibe  vnlprity  of  tbHr 
^|>e,     A  matfH,  Jutticiunsly  used,  (but  whn  diir»l  use  tiT)  nn^t 
be  «f  &ervico  in  fi.icluriug  f^ome  of  ibem,  parltciibrly  ibofv  m  the 
cro94iile!);  Ml>icb  arc  both  di«:Yt;r«c»blc  in  tbrmxtilvrv  tu^t  cois* 
fiiuiui  tlic  perspective *.*'     Bui  wbo^'ver  has  taken  a  %i^w  of  Ti»- 
lerii  Abb<>y,  as  a  distant  ol>j«ct,  from  tbc  of>|X^»iltt  tide  ^f  \k^ 
Eiv^r,  niU  not  tie  tticbned  t<v  submit  to  (his.opimun,     Fnmf  a 
apot,  uboul  lt;tir  a  mile  fb>\vi)  itie  ^treniii,  ibc  m  hi^le  Hp(i«»r«  lo 
^tKit  wlvatit^i^re,  iiA  ibovigb  A)»»(Hiig  uptm  »n  «ttmienr^:  tb«sfBi|il 
vu&t  \vii»l<»%v  preM«i4tii«)2  itself  like  thcporlHl  of  :» 
8ep»  etttlMiMmK^i  ii)  u  deiiac  wood,  llic  side*  U'liu,    ...... 

hy,  iMtd  liie  k^wtt  p«rt  »f  the  bnilding  cuneenbrd  by  uasKfoii* 
sbridi9.  Tb€  uvtT  sweeping  in  f»x)i»»,  f^irmv  a  Hii*f  fore-ground: 
Hbil^fl  Ibe  v*<ir»ed  Hn^  prcMlueed  by  tti<;  cotitonr  of  (Fk*  dbtaut  bill^ 
c<uistUut«  iA  gcmil  Hnd  ioknm  back*groond.  Thi^  dnircU  wim 
biiili  ill  tb«  fu«ia^  *d  cttllu drill,  co|i»i«tittg  of  i*  Uiive,  oorth  micl 

soatli 
iwivutiom onilw river  Wyr,  ^r.  p.  49, 
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soulh  ailes^  Iransept  and  ciioir,  \it(li  a  tower  that  foriuerly  stood 
io  Uie  centre.  Tiie  exterior  of  (he  building!  is  iiiic,  especially  the 
fiuade  of  the  wefttern  front.  But  tlie  beauty  of  the  interior  must 
excite  the  admiration  of  the  most  stoical  mind,  and  rivet  the  at- 
teolioa  of  the  most  tasteless  olMcnrer.  Ou  (he  0})ening  of  the 
western  door,  the  eye  rapidly  passes  along  the  range  of  elegant 
cohinms  which  separated  the  nare  and  south  ailc,  and, 
stietcfaing  under  the  sublime  arches  that  once  sup|>or(ed  the 
lovrerp  is  fixed  on  the  grand  eastern  window,  at  the  terminalioa 
of  the  choir.  "  From  the  length  of  the  nave,  the  height  of  the 
walls,  tlie  aspiring  form  of  the  pointed  arclie;!,  and  the  size  of 
the  east  wimlow,  which  closes  the  perspective,  the  first  iropres- 
sioBs  are  those  of  gmndeur  and  snhlimity.  But  as  liiese  eim>* 
tioiis  subside,  and  we  descend  from  (he  contemplation  of  the 
whole  to  the  eiamination  of  the  parts,  \\c  are  no  less  struck  with 
the  regularity  of  tlie  phin,  the  Iightiies5  of  the  architecture,  and 
the  delicacy  of  the  ornaments;  we  feel  (hat  ele;;anrc  is  its  cliarac- 
terialic,  and  that  the  whole  is  a  combination  of  the  beautiful  and 
sublime  *."  All  the  columns  are  yet  standing,  except  those  which 
divided  the  nave  from  the  north  aile ;  and  the  bases  of  the  latter 
itill  mark  their  number  and  site.  The  arches  and  pillars  of  (lie 
transept  are  en(ire  ;  and  the  four  immense  lofty  arches,  th.:t  sup- 
ported the  tower  and  spring  high  in  air,  still  retain  tht  ir  ori<L'tnal 
shape,  though  reduced  to  mere  skeletons  of  stone.  The  forms 
of  the  principal  windows  are  ^et  so  fur  preserved  as  to  be  discri- 
niuated,  particularly  the  frame  of  the  western  window,  (he  (racery 
of  which  is  peculiarly  elegant  t>  The  eastern  windov.',  occupxin;^ 
almost  the  whole  breatUh  of  the  choir,  is  nearly  entire,  and  divided 
Vol.  XI.— Sept.  1  so;).  L  into 

•  Co.\e's  Hist.  Tour,  p.  55?. 

t  Critics  ha\e  cenMircd  tlio  aro.lntect  for  uoi  attrntlin.!;  to  proportion  iu 
this  window,  tlie  lidi^lit  not  boin«  sufficient  t(»r  the  lireailth  ;  but  the  height 
wa»  neccita rily  diminished  to  make  way  fcr  the  entrance,  which  certainly 
prodaces  a  fine  effect,  by  opening  at  once  to  the  choir;  and  the  breadth 
hannonizeK  vrilli  the  general  character  of  th?  buildinc. 
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into  two  oompartineiits  by  a  slender  umbQical  shaft,  nol  kis  thaa 
My  feet  in  height,  diverging  at  top,  of  a  singularly  light  appearance ; 
and  the  tracery  and  mnllions^  which  form  the  minor  divkioiiB,  are 
exceedingly  appropriate.  The  whole  height  of  thb  windcMr  it  saty 
icct,  and  the  breadth  twenty-seren^    The  great  east,  west,  aoitfa» 
and  south  windows  were  of  one  uniform  height  from  the  ground  to 
the  point  of  the  arch,  and  also  the  four  arches  which  siqiported 
the  tower.    Though  many  of  the  columns  have  been  demolMlicdy 
and  pome  of  the  windows  and  ornamental  objects  dilapidated, 
yet  the  character  of  all  may  be  traced ;  for,  as  it  has  justly  been 
observed,  "  in  corresponding  parts,  always  one  remains  to  tell 
the  story."    To  the  decorations  of  art  are  now  superadded  the 
effects  produced  by  time.     Some   of  the   windows   are  wholly 
obscured  by  large  masses   of  ivy,  others  are  canopied,  or  the 
sides  partially  covered,  while  the  tendrils  twine  in  the  tracery  of 
some,  creep  along  the  walls,  encircle  the  columns,  form  natural 
wreatlies  round  the  capitals,  or  hang  down  in  pendulous  tufts  from 
tlieir  summits.    The  numerous  mosses  and  licliens  also  lend  their 
assistance  from  the  crevices  of  the  stones,  to  fumbh  those  con- 
trasting tints  which  tend  to  give  a  powerful  effect  to  the  ap|>ear- 
ance  of  a  ruin.     The  flooring  of  enanielled  figured  tiles  has  l>een 
removed,  and  tlic  earth  now  conslitutes  the  natural  pavement,  as 
the  sky  does  its  canopy.     Since  the  late  <iuke  of  Beaufort  caused 
the  ruin  to  be  locked  up,  to   secure  it  as  an  object  for  grati- 
fying a  laudable  ruriosily,  the  briars  and  weeds  with  which  it  had 
been  over<;rown,  have  liecn  cleared  away,  and  the  whole  area 
reduced  to  a  level,  and  covered  w  itli  turf,  which  is  kept  ref^ulariv 
mown.     On  tliis  lie  scattered  in  various  directions,  ornamented 
tra;;nieiits  of  the  once  eleirant  groined  roof,  pieces  of  columns, 
ftiezes,  s^rulptures,  mutilated Matues,an>i  sepiilcltial  stones,  sacred  to 
the  iiieniory  oflieroes  f  and  religions  )>er'Sons,  whose  a^hes  have  been 

deposited 
•  S*'e  a  Virw  of  tiiis  Window,  &c.  arroinptnyini;  the  |»rcsi'nt  volume. 
t  Srvrrat  «fpiilrlii  at  eftid«'s  lie  iu  a  mntilatrd  state  in  varions  parts  of 
ihr  ]>iiiMJiis: ;  and  one  roprvsenlins:  a  figure  iu  a  coat  of  mail,  the  left  am 

supi)ortin? 


MONMOUTH8HIHB.  l6S 

deposited  within  these  walls.  More  picturesque  it  certainly  would 
have  been,  if  the  area  had  been  lef>  strewed  with  all  the  dihipi- 
dated  ruins.  But  the  neatness  certainly  produces  no  unpleasiog 
contrast,  as  it  tends  to  exhibit  more  strikingly  the  proportions 
of  the  building,  relieves  tlie  clustered  columns,  lieightens 
tlie  e^ct  of  the  grey  stone,  and  thus  adds  beauty  ^s  well  as 
novelty  to  tlie  interesting  scene.  And  when  it  is  consiiered 
that  acress  is  thus  obtained  to  every  part  of  the  interior,  which  was 
previoinly  inaccessible,  save  in  a  few  places,  the  neatness  may  be 
excused,  if  not  approved ;  and  art,  in  such  instances,  may  be 
allowed  to  bow  at  the  shrine  of  utility. 


CALDICOT  HUNDRED, 

iiltuated  to  the  south  of  that  of  Raglan,  has  the  river  Wye  for  its 
eastern  boundary,  and  on  the  south-east  is  washed  by  the  Severn 
Sea.  Hiis  district,  like  the  hundred  of  Wentloog,  abounds  with 
strikingly  contrasted  features.  Tiie  high  lands  of  the  Devaudon, 
Chepstow  Park,  and  tlie  Peiicaniawr  Mountain,  boldly  tower 
above  the  fertile  marshes  of  Caldecol  Level,  and  the  flat  meadows 
on  the  banks  of  the  Wye.  It  comprises  a  fertile  tract  of  coun- 
try, abounding  in  rich  arable,  pasture,  and  orchard  lands ;  and 
by  its  vicinity  to  the  Severn  Sea,  and  the  facility  of  navigation 
afforded  by  the  river  Wye,  it  derives  great  advantages  from  the 
opposite  coasts  of  Glocestershire  and  Somersetshire. 

The  HIGHER  DIVISION  contains  the  town  of  Chepstow,  and 
L  2  the 

fupportinga  shield,  is  supposed  to  be  commemorative  of  Rich.  Stronibow, 
carl  of  Pembroke,  great  nephew  of  Walter  de  Clare,  ^lie  founder  of  th^ 
abbey.  Tliis  figure,  though  now  so  defaced  as  no  longer  to  cnahle  the  tra.- 
vellcr  to  judge  for  himself,  had,  as  Mr,  Gros«  observed,  fve  ringers  and  ii 
thumb  on  his  right  hand. 
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the  parifthrt  of  St.  Antm't,  Caerweni,  mdoding  the  bamlel  of 
Crkk,  CMkot,  Itlon,  Lmwair,  Dneoed^  Matkem,  Newehwrek 
East,  Newckmrck  West,  Penierty,  PortsketcHt,  Shire  Newton, 
'!■  the  LOWER  DIVISION  are  the  parishes  of  BiMom, St. Bridge 
Neikerwent,  indudiog  the  hamlet  of  Landavmnjf,  Christ  Church, 
iadodtng  the  hamlets  of  Caerleen^,  and  Chrisi  Churchy  Gold 
Clfff^,  Ifton,  Ltngeton,  Ijmbedr\  Lattmartin,  including  the  ham- 
itt  of  Ldmdevaud,  Lanvachat,  Lanvihangei,  Lanwem  Magor^ 
Hash  Penhow,  Redunek,  Ragiait,  Und^f  Wilhriek,  WilH&it. 

In  this  hundred  was  the  famous  forest  of  IVenl-wood,  which* 
the  author  of  (he  Secret  Memoirs  of  Monmouthshire  says,  was 
encompassed  witli  tlie  six  castles  of  "  Dinham,  Penhow,  Peucoed, 
LanYaches,  Lanvaire,  and  Castrogy  castles ;  the  seats  of,  or  belong- 
ing to,  some  of  the  principal  tenants  of  Went-wood,  and  within 
the  purlieus  and  limits  thereof/'  These  appear,  however,  to  have 
l>cen  castellated  mansions,  to  insure  the  conquests  achieved  by 
the  earls  of  Clare  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Dinham,  situated 
in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  only  exhibits  a  few  foundations  of 
walls ,  called,  by  the  people  of  the  village,  the  old  cliapel.  Of 
that  at  Lanvaches,  no  traces  are  visible.  Penhow  Castle 
was  the  pro]>erty  and  residence  of  the  noble  family  of  St.  Maur, 
who  came  to  England  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  conquest. 
They  have  been  better  known  by  the  name  of  Seymour :  one 
branch  terminated  in  the  county  of  Monmouth  at  Penhow, 
and  anolhcr,  obtained  large  possessions  in  Somersetshire,  and 
became  the  ancestors  of  the  most  noble  and  puissant  ducal 
houses  of  North uinberland  and  Somerset.  The  remains  of  the 
castle  are  now  very  inconsiderable  ;  a  portion  has  been  converted 
into  a  farm-house,  and  the  remainder  consists  of  a  small  square 
embattled  tower,  with  a  few  dilapidated  walls.  The  sequestered 
spot,  however,  in  which  these  stand,  and  the  history  with  which 
the  place  is  connected,  give  it  peculiar  interest. 

Pencoed 

'  Caerleon  is  here  improperly  placed.    It  has  already  been  dcfscribcd  in 

it*?  pr<»}>tT  divihiou,  in  tlie  hundred  of  Usk. 
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Pbnoobd  bas  been  coondeied,  bat  wiUioot  the  simdicit  iMuoa, 
the  mmt  andent  of  the  six  Agrarian  fortre«iei»  mentioned  by 
the  aotbor  of  the  Secret  Memoirs.  At  least  the  present  remains 
bear  no  testimony  on  which  to  ground  sach  an  opinion.  They  con- 
sist  of  a  gateway,  flanked  by  two  pentagonal  turrets,  which  are 
evidently  parte  of  a  building  tliat  probably  extended  round  the 
area  cf  the  court,  and  from  which  the  present  mansion  arose. 
The  architectural  remains  of  this  fortress,  which  indicate  the  time 
af  Henry  the  Seventh,  are  of  kn^ge  dimensions,  and  though  these 
are  much  dilapidated,  and  disfigured  by  t>eing  converted  lo  the  uses 
of  a  fium,  exhibit  in  a  handsome  vestibule,  of  the  pointed  styl^ 
the  siae  of  the  apartments,  and  the  richness  of  the  cieKngs,  traces 
of  former  magniiicence.  Thb  fortress  probably  stands  upon  the 
ate  of  a  ca«tlc,  erected  at  an  earlier  date ;  for  Sir  Richard 
Moore  in  the  year  1270,  obtained,  by  charter,  the  privilege  of 
bonse-bote  md  hey-bote  for  bis  mansion  at  Peiicoed :  from  him 
it  descctided  to  a  younger  branch  of  the  Morgan  femily  of 
Tredegar*. 

Lanvair  Castle  is  situated  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
Pencoed  :  the  site  has  a  small  farm-bouse  upon  it,  and  the  prin* 
cipal  court  is  transformed  into  a  kitchen  garden.  The  present 
remains  comprise  three  round  lowers,  in  a  very  dilapidated  state, 
and  the  fragments  of  straight  walls,  from  seven  to  ten  feet  thick, 
with  several  circular-headed  windows.  Foundations  of  other 
buildings  may  be  traced  to  a  very  considerable  extent.  This 
fortress  lays  claim,  to  great  antiquity ;  for  in  the  year  1270  it 
was  in  possession  of  Sir  Robert  Pagan,  knt.,  who  was  one  of 
the  jury  summoned  to  the  court  of  Striguil  at  Chepstow,  to 
determine  in  whom  the  privilege  of  housc-bote  and  hey-bote 
hi  the  forest,  or  chase  of  Went-wood  was  vested ;  when  it  was 

L  3  decided, 

*  Leiand  says,  **  Morgan,  ttie  koight  of  Low  Weathuide,  dwHIiug  at 
Ptocoite,  a  fair  manor  place,  a  mile  from  Byst,  alias  Bisbopstone,  and  two 
aules  from  the  Severn  sei.    He  is  of  a  Tomnfef  brother's  boose.** 
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the  pnpnrtor  of  Unifair  CsBlle.  As 
B  a  vm  pirtiimque  obfrct.  It  stands 
cm  wn  cwnnce,  and  b  flaakcd  by  t«o  ooosfMcuoos  hiHs  of  coii- 
sidmMe  hci^.  the  Me  ailed  M^rm^  Uwyd^  and  the  otlicr 
AlliyrArfmi. 

Skigil,  or  SrmiGciL  Castle,  commonly  caUed  Cattle 
Tr^sy*  accofding  to  Kcornl  of  iaioii,  upon  the  autbority  of  Le- 
lasd  and  Camdeo,  mas  cf  ectcd  prior  to  llw  Cooqucst,  ami  |(ave 
tbe  title  of  Stri«uil  lo  the  ceUbratcd  hmWy  of  Clare,  and  the 
name  of  Sliigiilia  to  tbe  adjacent  dntiict.  From  its  baviog  been 
in  the  povcssioo  of  tbe  Clare  iiuBdy  at  tbe  same  time  witb  that  of 
Chepilow,  it  has  by  maoy  modern  writers  been  coufoonded  witb 
tbe  latter  fortress.  And  as  a  proof  witb  what  facility  error  reverts, 
and  how  difficult  it  is  for  historic  truth  to  maiutaiu  its  ground, 
even  when  supported  by  written  documents,  it  may  be  proper  to 
remark,  that  Ibis  representation  appears  lo  have  been  made  pre- 
vious to  the  time  in  which  Leland  %\role.  Speakini;  of  Chep- 
stow, he  ob«en'es,  "  Sum  say  tliat  the  old  name  of  this  towne  b 
StrigniiM.  Sum  think  that  Strigulia  should  be  sum  other  place, 
because  that  the  lord  Hercbert  wrilelh  liiiiii«lf  lord  of  Ciiepstow 
and  Strigul,  as  of  ii  diverse  places.  There  ap|)ere  a  v  or  vi 
Engliscli  niyles  from  Chepsttow,  yii  a  great  woo^l  syde  under  a 
hill,  a  very  notable  mines  of  a  ca>tel,  cawled  Trogy,  whereby 
runneth  a  lytle  broke  ot'  tbe  same  name.  The  name  of  this  cas- 
tle snmu'iiat  cummcth  to  the  name  of  Strigulia  ;  but  it  standetfa, 
as  they  say,  tlier,  in  Mydd  VenceiantT**,  The  dilapidated  re- 
mains exhibit  some  traces  of  the  pointed  st^le,  ami  clearly  prove  its 
erection  posterior  to  the  castle  of  Chepstow,  which  is  as  old  as  tlie 
Conquest.  They  stand  at  the  base  of  a  hill  that  forms  the  noriheru 
termination  of  the  elevated  ridge  called  Pencaniawr,  in  a  marshy 
plain  on  the  western  verge  of  Went-wood  Forest.  This  building 
was  probably  only  a  castellated  mansion,  erected  by  Richard  Strong- 
)m)w,  earl  of  Pembroke,  Ciiepstow,  and  Siriguil,  who  was  a  conqueror 

of 
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•f  Irelind.  From  hiiti  it  came,  by  marriage,  toibe  family  of  Bi» 
god,  earb  of  Norfolk  ;  and  is  at  preseot  tbe  property  of  tbe  duke 
of  Beaafbrt.  A  few  walls,  witb  wiudows  and  doorways,  and  a 
mmII  oetagomrf  tower,  constitote  all  that  remains  above  ground ; 
but  traces  of  other  towers  are  visible.  The  whole  appears  to 
have  {Men  surrounded  by  a  moat,  which  was  supplied  with  water 
by  two  small  streams,  that,  here  uniting,  form  the  rivulet  called 
IVoggy.  About  two  miles  below,  at  Caerwent,  this  stream 
tsmncs  tbe  name  of  tbe  Nedera. 

Went- WOOD  FoRSST,orratiier  Chace,  was  formerly  of  greater 
eitent  than  at  present,  and  comprehended  a  wild  and  dreary  tract 
•f  country.  It  has  been  at  various  times  curtailed,  and  now  com- 
prises nearly  2170  acres  of  land,  thickly  covered  with  limber  trees 
and  onderwood.  The  lodge  and  a  few  cottages  are  the  only  habita- 
tions within  this  dbtrict.  It  is  the  property  of  tlie  duke  of  Beaufort* 
and  was  long  a  boon  of  contention  between  his  grace's  predecessors 
and  some  gentlemen  of  the  county.  Of  which  litigation,  Rogers,  in 
bis  Secret  Memoirs,  gives  a  circumstantial  account,  togetber  with 
mimeroiis  particulars  respecting  the  general  history  of  the  county. 

Llanwehn  Housb,  in  the  parish  of  Llanwern,  is  the  hand- 
some reridence  of  Sir  Robert  Salusbmy,  bart.,  member  of  par* 
fiament  for  the  town  of  Brecon.  The  estate  was  formerly  in 
possession  of  the  Vanne  family,  whose  original  name,  according 
to  a  Welsh  bard*  of  the  sixteenth  centurv,  was  de  Anne.  He 
abo  states,  that  tliey  came  to  this  part  of  the  island  fr<»m  Corn- 
wall, Robert  de  Anne  being  the  first  who  settled  in  Glamorgan- 
shire, in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth.  The  estate  became 
tbe  property  of  Sir  Robert  Salusbury,  by  his  marriage  with  Ca- 
therine, daughter  of  the  late  proprietor,  Charles  Vanne,  esq.  whose 
latlier  erected  the  present  mansion.  It  is  a  large  handsome  mo- 
<iem  edifice,  and,  standing  on  an  eminence,  forms  a  conspicuous 

L  4  object, 

•  Oriffitb  Ifiraethsg. 


ot^ed,  both  from  the  great  Newport  roatJ»  aud  from  iht  adja- 
cent n»ar*hta. 


Caldecot  Levbl,  coBinionh  called  the  Moors^  the  sea- 
walls of  mIucIi  liave  been  pfeviou^iy  flcscribcd^  Wii5  once  entirely 
overflowed  I>y  the  se^,  or  at  least  was  subject  to  coutUiual  ioimda- 
tinns  IVom  that  unruly  element ,  But  the  greater  part  having  beeM 
dniioed»  is  brought  into  a  slate  of  high  cuUivalk>ii»  and  now  farmf 
a  rich  grazing  district,  wliicli  is  pka^ingly  studded  with  churches^ 
farm-houses,  and  cottages.  These  being  all  ^whitewashed,  have  si 
conspicuous  e6fect.  For  ttjii  iiiiproveoient  Ihe  latid-owuers,  aa 
tbos£  efalmosl  every  dr<dned  marshy  tract  throughout  Ihe  kiagdota 
have  been»  are  iuilebted  to  the  tujsenuily  ami  spirit  of  ^lersons  who, 
too  coromouly^  and  in  many  iusttmees  ui^ii^tlyt  were  deuoiidualed 
la/y  monks-  The  work  was  ^K-rfornied  by  mme  lotig-furgotteQ 
Uibibitauts  of  a  religious  house  in  Ihe  vicinity  named. 

Gold-cm FF  Priory^  to  which  the  principal  drain  leads»  vud 
is  still  called  MoukVditch.  ThU  monastery  was  founded  for 
black  monkii  ol  the  Benedictine  order,  by  Robert  de  Chaudos,  in 
the  year  1113,  and  made  a  cell  to  the  abbey  of  Bee  in  Nor- 
mandy, Oo  the  suppression  of  alien  priories,  Hepry  Beauchaaip 
obluiued  a  grant  of  the  prioiy,  with  permi>>sion  to  anoes  it  at  a 
cell  to  the  abbey  of  Tewkesbury,  in  Glocestershire.  At  the 
Dinoiution  it  wus  among  ihe  pos^&^ions  of  Eton  College ;  and 
tlie  annual  revenues,  front  the  valuation  made  at  that  period^ 
amounted  to  I44l.  8a.  td*.  The  site  of  this  once  flourisiung 
nMMUHlery  h  now  occupietl  as  a  ^rm-house,  built  with  part  of  the 
materials  and  u  ham  upon  the  verge  of  the  clifl,  which^  from  an 
anlitjualcd  doorway,  appears  to  liave  formed  part  of  the  original 
Mructnre*  Atlhough  these  remains  uow  furnish  little  to  gratify 
curioaity,  yet  Iht  Ciiff  on  which  they  stand  is  deserving  notice,  ia 
a  geological  point  of  view,  U  ii  a  penitbulated  rocky  hill,  which 
rises  abuo&t  abruptly  from  the  k^    to  the  height  of  about  sixty 

feet, 
t  Tauucr^  Notttta  Monostica* 


§bH,  mad  u  remarkable*  as  bdog  th«  only  nakjwal  banriflr  !• 
UwMrmvet  for  an  eiteot  of  more  than  suteen  miles;  iiHUidar 
lions  beiog  prevented  in  tbe  vest  of  the  Hue  b^r  artificial  mounda. 
ne  rock  cfNisists  of  various  stratifications  of  liiiie-stone.  lying  in 
an  horisontal  position,  intersected  with  silicious  crystalizatioM» 
and  bcnealb  is  an  immense  bed  qf  mica,  kbat,  wliea  tbe  Mm 
sUnes  upon  it,  produces  tbe  effisct  mentioned  by  Gimldus ;  ami 
wfaieh  the  people  in  tbe  vicinity  stiU  conceive  are  indications  of 
a  ^old-mine.  From  this  circumstance  tbe  promontory  received 
its  picsent  appellation. 

Cabbwbnt,  or  CaergwcHt,  now  an  inconsiderable  village^ 
was  n  Unman  station,  tbe  F^ni^  SilHntm  of  Antoninus's  Itinerarjr. 
and  garrisoned  by  part  of  tbe  second  Augustine  legion.  It  has  been 
supposed  to  be  tbe  site  of  tlie  capital  city  of  tbe  Britons  in  Siluria. 
Tbe  village  occupies  tbe  upper  portion  of  a  gradual  acdivity  from 
the  Bsoors,  and  is  still  partially  euviroiicd  with  tbe  original  RomaQ 
walls.  From  these,  and  the  foundations  of  others,  tfie  form  and 
dimcoBions  nay  still  be  traced.  That  it  was  a  pbioe  of  considerable 
iwpoitance,  may  be  collected  from  its  giving  the  denomination  of 
Sihuia  to  tbe  territory*.  The  form  is  a  parallelogram,  similar  tQ 
that  of  Caerleon,  having  the  north  side  curvilinear,  and  the  angles 
wfaick  are  nearly  in  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  rounded 
«£  Tbe  walls  inclose  an  area  of  about  a  mile  in  circumference^  tb^ 
longest  sides  being  505  yards,  and  the  shortest  390.  The  turn- 
pike vond  to  Newport,  which  here  is  upon  part  of  tbe  Julia  strata 
or  Roman  road,  passes  tli  rough  the  centre  between  two  openings 
where  formerly  stood  tbe  eastern  and  western  gates.  All  tbe  sides^ 
dcepl  the  southern,  were  defended  by  a  deep  foss.  The  e»ict 
height  of  tbe  walls  cannot  be  ascertamed,  but  they  appear  to  have 
been  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  feet.  The  thickness  at  the  bottom 
is  twelve,  and  at  the  top  not  less  titan  nine  feet.  The  facings  which 
dn  visible,  consist  ofoblong  pieces  of  lime-stone,  occasionally  in- 
teniwed  with  sand-stones,  and  the  interior  is  composed  ofpebblef 

and 
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■nd  rongli  stones,  imbedded  in  strong  cement.  The  sonthern  wall» 
tbe  most  perfect,  is  nearly  entire,  and  strengthened  by  three  pen- 
tagonal stone  bastions,  each  of  which  displays  five  faces  of  an 
octangular  tower.  The  western  wa^l  is  also  nearly  twenty  feet  high, 
and  in  tolerable  preservation.  In  the  opinion  of  some  writers, 
the  angular  bastions  have  been  considered  to  be  decisively  in 
lavour  of  a  Norman  origin;  and  the  Saxon  claim  has  been 
cqnally  and  successfully  preferred  by  others,  from  the  semicucular 
bastions  vbible  upon  a  fragment  of  the  wall.  When  it  is  recol- 
lected that  thb  place  has  been  visited  by  a  number  of  sdentilic 
observers,  and  that  accounts  are  always  subject  to  the  hish  of  cri- 
ticism, it  almost  staggers  reason  to  account  for  the  egregious  di- 
versity of  opinion.  "  One  might  almost  imagine  there  must  be 
some  fatality  to  err,  in  speaking  of  the  ruinous  old  walls  of  Cacr* 
went,  when  we  consider  the  various  mis-statements  they  btve 
given  rise  to.  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  Llwyd  should  have 
asserted  there  were  no  remains  of  these  walls,  except  on  tbe 
south  side ;  and  Strange  informs  us,  that  '  the  most  considerable 
remnant  he  had  seen  in  his  tour  is  that  on  the  west*."  Others 
think  that  tbe  walls  were  built  under  the  lower  Roman  empire, 
because  it  has  been,  but  without  authority,  alledged,  tlmt  the 
Romans,  in  the  proudest  state  of  their  military  career,  did  not  use 
turrets,  bastions,  or  flaukers,  similar  to  what  are  seen  at  Caer- 
went.  But  might  not  these  have  been  additions  since  the  erec- 
tion of  the  original  walls  ?  for  it  has  been  seen  in  tlie  course  of 
this  work  what  multifarious  alterations  have  been  made  at  differ- 
ent periods  to  various  fortresses  and  places  of  defence.  Where 
the  facings  of  the  walls  in  question  have  been  removed,  the  peculu- 
rity  of  Roman  masonry  is  sufficiently  obvious :  the  zig-cag  or 
herring-back  form  is  employed ;  and,  were  there  no  other  ves- 
tiges 
* 

•  Donovan's  Descriptive  E\cnrsioiis  through  South  Wales,  &c.— It  is 
but  justice  to  this  intelK^ent  tourist  and  excellent  naturalist^  to  remark, 
that  his  descriptions  and  accounts  are  generally  very  acute,  discriminating 
and  accurate,  and  therefore  entitled  to  much  credit.    B. 


MONMOUTHSHIBB.  .  171 

tiges  to  form  a  clue  to  inquiry,  this  mode  of  buildiug  would  al- 
most lead  to  decision  of  opinion.    But  numerous  remains  of  tliac 
people  have  been  discovered  here,  and  de|)osiled  in  the  cabinets  of 
iBtiquaries.  These  consist  of  coins,  fragments  of  colunms,  statues, 
sepulchral  stones,  and  tessellated  {uivements.     Mr.  Strange  has 
gifen  ao  account,  accompanied  by  an  engraving  *  of  a  curious 
ynetmemi  that  he  discovered  within  the  walls ;  but  this  h&s  been 
destroyed.    Another,  which  was  at  one  lime  inclosed  with  walls* 
from  the  roof  falling  in,  and  cattle  being  sutiered  to  enter,  has 
nearly  shared  the  same  fate.    The  description  given  of  it  by  Mr. 
Wyodlmm  will  serve  to  explain,  to  the  reader,  the  peculiarities 
of  thb  piece  of  Mosaic  work.     *'  The  pavement  is   in  length 
twenty*ooe    feet   six  inches,   and   in  breadth  eighteen  feet.    A 
border,  edged  with  the  Greek  scroll   and    fret,    surrounds  the 
whole;    but  on  the  north  side,   this  bonier,   being  upwards  of 
three  feet,  is  much  broader  than  on  the  other  side.  This  was 
designed  in  order  to  reduce  the  circles  within  a  square.    These 
circles  are    about    three    feet   in   diameter,  and   are  encircled 
with  a  ^uriety  of  elegaut  ornaments,  and  separated  from  each 
other  by  regular  and  equal  distances.     1  thiuk  there  are  thirteen 
of  these  circles.    The  pieces  of  which  the  pavement  is  composed 
are  nearly  square,  the  breadth  of  them  being  about  the  size  of  a 
narrow  die.    These  are  of  various  colours,  blue,  white,  yellow,  and 
red  ;  the  first  and  second  are  of  stone,  and  the  yellow  and  red  are 
of  terra  cotta.     By  a  judicious  mixture  of  these  colours,  the  whole 
pattern  is  as  strongly  described  as  it  would  have  been  in  oil  co- 
lours.   Tlie  original  level  is  perfectly  preserved,  and  the  whole 
composition  is  so  elegant  and  well  executed,  that  I  thiuk  it  has 
not  fai^n  surpassed  by  any  mosaic  pavement  that  has  been  disco- 
vered on  this,  or  even  on  the  other  side  of  the  Alps.     In  my  opi- 
nion it  is  equal  to  those  beautiful  pavements  which  are  preserved 
in  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Naples  at  Portice.     I  am  strongly 
indio^  to  think  that  it  is  of  the  same  age  with  Agricolat."    Of 

another 

*  Archacologia,  voL  5.  p.  58.  t  Arduteelogia. 
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iteilter  poBemenit  of  a  similar  deicriptioo,  part  of  the  broad  ex- 
'  terBal  border*  and   a  small  portion  of  the  central  square  only 
remain.  Near  the  vicarage^  a  short  time  stnce^   another  tessellated 
lloor   was   discovered^  which  some  suppose  formed  originally  ft 
portion  of  a  majestic  edifice  of  Ilomaii  workmauship ;  becauiie 
the  capital  and  part  of  a  coUuim  were  found  near  it.  Of  these 
pavements  various  opinions  Iiave   been  formed  as  to  Ibeir  dc- 
ftigivdlion.     Some  have  consiilered   I  hem  as  belonging  to  temples^ 
and  others  of  Roman  villus    occujiied  h^  the  military  chieftains* 
or  municipal  oificeis.     And  it  has  been  remarked,  that  tiie  Ro< 
man  baggage  generallY  coulained  a  quantit^^  of  tesi^ellse  to  deco- 
rate the  Pretoria  of  camps.     But  as  man^  fragmenrs  of  pavements  ■ 
bave  been  discovered  bere»  bcsiides  tliose  already  metittuiied  *,  i|  | 
is  not  improbable,  tbat  this  wa»  a  mode  of  ornamenting  the  floors 
of  nian.sions  beIon;:ing  to  superior  people  among  (he  Romanised 
Britons.     In  ploughing  up  the  grumiits,  and  digging  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building,    other  vestiges  of  the   Homam,    parlicularty  ■ 
coins,  have  frequently'  been  found   here.     But  exclusive  of  sucli 
anti<juities  and  the  remaining  walb,  Caerweut  exhibits  scarcely  a 
little  of  Its  aocieut  magnificence  and  importance.     The  present 
village  ma^  be  de^chbed  in  a  few  word»  :  the  area  is  laid  out  in 
tields^orcliards,  and  gardens,  amidst  which  stand  the  church,  ftar- 
floiiage-house,  and  a  few  snudi  farm'huuseSj  and  detached  cot- 
teget.     Tbid  appears  tlie  state  in  wttich  it  has  been  for  more  tbau 
two  preceding  ceuluries,  according  to  the  description  given  of  it 
by  LeUuid.     "  It  was  sum  time  a  fair  and  large  cyte.    The  placeji 
"Where  Ibe  iiii  gales  was  yet  appcre»  and  the  mo^t  part  of  the  wal 
yel  standetht  but  al  to  niinischyd  and  tome.     Within  and  abowte 
Hie  wawUe  be  a  xvi  or  xvii  sraaul  houses  for  husbandmen  of  a 
new  making,  and  a  paroche  church  of  Si,  Siephyn  f." 

In  the  midsl  of  the  niur&hy  flat  of  Caldecot  Level,  at  a  smaJi 
distance  from  the  village,  stauil  tike  magnificent  ruins  of  C  ALDE- 

OOT 

*  Tiirce  yftrt  found  in  a  large  garden  is  the  year  1689. 

t  Itinerary^  vol.  v.  f  fi. 
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COT  Castle,  called  by  Caindcn  a  shell  beIon£;in;*  to  tlir  con- 
stables of  Eiiiilaiul*.  The  history  oft  tliU  ibi tress  is  obscure; 
but  from  the  varied  ainl  ponderous  >t\le  of  the  biiildiii^»  it  was 
probably  erected  at  two  distinct,  but  early  periods.  The  most 
part,  containing  the  circular  ba^tio^s,  \'c.  mij;lit  have  been 
by  Harold,  when  he  was  alienipting  the  contpiesit  ofCzwenty 
baltbe  greater  part  was  added  b^  the  early  Normans,  when  they 
pwcectkd  to  complete  it.  This  fortress,  which  nmst  have  been 
of  cousidaniblc  importance  in  tlie  subjugation  of  the  soutln 
eaileni  parts  of  Momnouthitliire,  was  early  in  the  ptissession  of 
tlie*  great  family  of  Bohun ;  for,  accordin*;  to  Dugdale,  Hum- 
phn^»  carl  of  Hereford,  the  (iUli  of  that  hue,  did  homage  in 
122t  for  the  livery  of  this  castle,  anioni*  other  posse.<><fions  of  his 
late  fttlier*  Coming  into  possession  of  the  crown,  it  was  au- 
to the  duchy  of  Lancaster ;  of  which,  niuifr  lea<>e,  it  is  at 
bdd  by  Capel  Haubury  Leigh,  est].  From  a  statement 
ghPCO  by  tlie  jury  at  a  court  of  inquisition  held  in  the  y^'ar  \(U3, 
iClbtiB*appcared  to  have  been  in  a  \ery  dilapidated  Mate.  Situ- 
atedbl  a  flat,  the  ruins  do  not  produce  that  picturesque  eflect 
olhe»  of  a  similar  kind  do,  that  have  the  advantage  of 
devated  sites.  The  ground  envinuiitig  the  castle,  was  for- 
flMrly  ofieiilowed,  so  that  the  edifice  stood  u|>on  an  iirfand,  and 
it  B  irtili  surrounded  by  a  moat:  in  a  distant  view  the  shape 
leema  quadrangular ;  but  on  a  nearer  approach  it  exhibits  a  poly- 
gonal form.  Tlie  side  fronting  the  village  is  flanked  by  a  large 
miuid  tower,  and  at  the  northern  angle  is  a  circular  tower  on  a 
mound  of  earth,  evidently  the  keep,  encircled  by  a  ditch.  By 
means  of  galleries  tins  was  connected  with  the  rest  of  the  build- 
ings.   Another  circular  dilapidated  tower  is  at  the  southern  angle. 

Tlie 

*  "  Camden  errQiieoH>ly  as.«crts  tliat  the  castle  of  Caldccat  liiloimrd  tn  tlie 
eoostablesliip  of  England  ;  but  it  appe-nrs  to  have  liocn  the  private  pmprrty 
of  the  great  Bohan  family,  rarN  of  Hereford,  and  liereilitaiY  coiiNtablos  ot' 
Eogtand,  from  which  circumMance  tliis  n-.istakc  of  CaniUcn  is  I'.i-riTed.'' 
Case's  Hist.  Tonr,  p.  19,  Note. 
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The  principal  entrance  to  tlie  soutli-west  consists  of  a  grancf 
arched  gateway,  flankfil  wilh  massive  turrets,  mantletl  witli  ivy, 
and  was  formerly  guarded  by  p»)rtcullisi*3.  The  i^reatest  lenglli  of 
the  inner  area  is  one  hmidred  yards:  the  )>readth  diflers  from 
seventy-fi\;e  yards  to  forty,  towards  the  east.  The  thickness  of  the 
walls  varies  from  five  to  nine  feet,  which  are  fonned  of  coarse 
grit-stone.  Within  side  are  the  remains  of  several  apartments, 
imrticularly  the  baronial  hall,  and  opposite  to  the  grand  gateway 
is  another  entrance  through  a  fine  hexagonal  tower,  with  a  machi- 
colate<l  roof.  A  high  ridge  of  land,  |KThaps  formerly  fortified, 
connects  the  castle  with  the  village. 

PORTSCRWIT,  Portiscwit,  is  a  village  that  probably  derives  its 
name  from  Portiscoed,  or  the  ])art  under  the  wood,  llie  Romans 
having  laid  up  the  gallies  in  the  adjacent  pill  or  creek.  Here  is 
an  ancient  Roman  encampment,  called  Sudbrooke,  or  Southbrook, 
upon  the  verge  of  a  clift*,  abruptly  rising  from  the  Severn  Sea. 
The  form  is  nearly  that  of  a  stretched-ont  bow,  approaching  to 
a  semicircle,  having  the  longest  diameter  towards  the  water.  It 
was  apparently,  wheo  the  marshes  were  subject  to  be  innndaled 
by  the  tide,  situale<l  upon  &  |)eninsula.  On  the  land  side  it  was 
defended  by  a  triple  rani|)art  of  earth  and  two  ditches.  The  inner 
rampart,  which  is  formed  of  earth,  is  nearly  twenty  feet  in  heiiiht, 
and  has  a  number  of  large  stones  lying  strewed  about,  probably 
the  remains  of  works  which  had  been  erected  to  strengthen  it. 
The  general  opinion  is,  that  this  was  a  work  of  the  Romans,  and 
that  it  was  formed  to  defend  their  vessels  lying  in  the  pill  lienealh; 
by  which  a  comnnmication  was  kept  up  between  their  naval  sta- 
tion on  the  opposite  .shore,  near  King  Road.  A  small  chapi-l,  in 
ruins,  stands  near  the  sea,  upon  the  outside  of  the  great  rampart, 
and  is  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  an  ancient  mansion  which 
once  stood  near;  for  in  the  twelAh  cenlurv',  John  Southbrooke  is 
said  to  have  enjoyed  hey-bole  and  house^bote,  by  a  grant  from 
the  time  of  the  Conquest,  for  his  house  at  this  place. 

In 
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Wy,  there  ibb>ng  anc)  flowing  by  ilie   rage  cusnmiog   itnt   of 
Severn*      So   tfiat   to  Cbepslowe    iiuiy  come  prcate  sliijUHJsf, 
Wliatcver  uni)  Imve  bt***ii  advance*!  b>  some  wrUer^i  rrs|>ecliu^ 
the  Kuntaii  origin  of  tlib  town,  im  vcsti<^es  fiave  been  f}iscovered 
ia  su|»porf  of  the  opinfufi.     NiimcrouH  ancient  chcampaient^  arc 
traceable  in  tiie  viriiuty,  Hbicli  wrre  )icrbap»  originally  ncrapicil 
by  the  Romiii)3»    and    fub9<>t}trently  alterefl  by  others  in   Ume 
ot  war*    The  na/ne  iiitplics  a  Sa\on  origin;  M\t\  IhinM  iiuiaL 
have  been  awure   af   the  iuiporlance  of  such  a  5lati<m  on  IW 
Wye.     In  Doutesd^y  book  it  is  denominaled  "  Vmifillum  df  Ei^ 
trighoitt,'*  which  proves  Ibat  a  fortress  then  ejcisted  ut  tbinplticc; 
and  the  names  of  .Slns;oid,  iSriguil,  i\c.  were  synonynioui  \*itli 
f but  of  Cbepslow.     The  present  C£|«//<t  imqsI  be  referied  !o  Ibe 
time  of  the  Conqueiil.  having  in  part  beeu  erecled  by  WiUhim 
Fit2-Osbom,  earl  of  Htreford,  who,    for  his  dislinguiabcd  srr- 
viccsut  the  baUle  of  Ilablfng!^,  had  ample  pos^sstons  bellowed, 
and  the  honour  of  jusliciiiry  for  the  nortliern  part  of  the  Jtiitg* 
doni,  conferred  upon  him.     He  was  also  made  joinl   marshal  of 
England  with  Uoger  de  Monlgoniery.     It  subsequeolly  formed 
pari  of  the  possessions  of  the  earls  of  Clare ;  from  whom  it  4e^ 
scendt'd  to  the  Pfanlaucnets,  the  Herberts,  and  the  .Sofoersets: 
in  the  latter  family  it   is  at  present  vested.      Little  is   sold   of 
its  mililary  history  in  the  middle  a^cs  ;   but  during  the  dilFereuccs 
between  king  Charles  and  hts  parliament,  H  wus  several  times 
taken  and  retaken ;  and,  as  commanding  a  great  Influence  over 
these  parts,  the  possession  of  it  was  considered  of  very  material 
ini^Kirtance  to  either  p-arty  f.    The  remains  of  lhi!»  iuiniensc  pile, 
laany  parts  of  which  as  it  ivere  overhang  tli«  water,  the  river 

flowing 
•  Itiacr»ry,  Vol.  V.  f.  5. 


f  WlicD  la«t  taken  by  tbe  parliamentariiui  forces,  ttic  raptaun  vthQ  was 
dispatchptl  witli  an  account  of  the  event,  vtis  rcwarried  with  fiffy  ponnili^ 
aud  colonel  Ewer,  who  commanded  lli'^  »iese,  received  ii  Icltrr  of  tiianlo 
fiir  tiimielfaod  men,  on  account  of  the  ejnmtial  arrviccs  the  y  iiad  rendtfrcil 
the  aute,  in  th«  recapture  of  the  place.    Rusbworth's  CoUectioni. 
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Howing  dose  to  its  walls,  aDol  under  some  of  the  arclies,  exhibit  in 
ib  shell  principally  a  Norman  character,  with  many  additions  of 
tabsequeot  eras.     It  is  so  constructed  on  the   river,  that  in 
many  places  it  appears  to  form  part  of  the  perpendicular  cliff  on 
which  it  stands;  masses  of  ivy  similar  to  thosie  which  hide  the  frag* 
meats  of  walls  and  towers  from  the  view,  creep  down  and  conceal 
portions  of  the  native  rocks.   The  castle  towards  the  land  side  was 
defended  by  an  immense  moat,  and  the  walls  flanked  with  lofVy 
bastioo  towers.    The  grand  entrance  on  the  east  displays  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  early  Norman  style^  and  consists  of  a  circular  arch 
between  two  round  towers,  leading  into  the  first  court,  in  which 
were  the  grand  hall,  kitchen,  and  other  apartments :  some  of  the 
latter  are  yet  inhabited  by  a  family  who  have  the  lease  of  the 
j^iemises.  A  gate  opens  l>y  the  side  of  a  round  towier  into  tlie  second 
court*  which  is  now  used  as  a  garden ;  another  into  a  third  area^ 
hi  which  18  situated  the  roofless  chapel.    This  has  pointed  arched 
wmdows;  but  the  walla  being  lightened  by  tiers  of  semicircular 
arches^  has  led  some  persons  to  suppose  it  of  higher  antiquity 
than  it  really  is.     At  tlie  south-western  extremity  of  the  third 
court;  also  converted  into  a  garden,  a  winding  staircase  leads  to 
the  battlements,  and  formerly  a  communication  went  from  this 
to  the  fourth  court,  which  is  now  entered  by  a  saHy-port.     But 
the  part  of  this  building  which  has  excited  of  late  years  the  most 
lively  interest,  is  a  round  tower  at  tlie  south-east  angle  of  the  first 
court,  in  which  Henri/  Marten,  one  of  the  regicides  of  Charles 
the  First  was  confined  for  the  space  of  thirty  years ;  and  this  hav- 
ing been  represented  as  a  dark,  miserable  dungeon,  inadmissible 
to  the  cheering  rays  of  day,  and  alteuded  with  all  the  horrors  of 
solitary  confinement,  without  the  prisoner  having  much  opportu* 
nity  of  enjoying  fresh  air  or  room  for  exercise ;  it  may  be  proj>er 
to  oppose  any  further  propagation  of  such  an  error,  by  giving 
wme  description  of  it.     "  The  first  story  of  this   tower  con- 
tains an  apartment,   which  was  occupied   by  himself  and   his 
wife;  above  were  lodgings  for  his  domestics.    The  chamber  in 
which  he  usually  lived  is  not  less  than  thirty-six  feet  in  length. 
Vol.  Xl.—Sept.  I8O9.  M  twenty-three' 
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twenty-three  m  breadth,  and  of  proportionate  height  r  it  was 
provided  with  two  fire  places,  and  three  windows,  two  of  which 
appear  to  be  the  original  apertures,  and  the  third  was  probably 
enlarged  for  his  convenience  *•"  That  he  was  permitted  to  live 
aAer  the  crime  of  which  he  had  been  found  guilty,  was  an  act 
of  peculiar  clemency,  and  what  could  not  have  been  expected 
•Aer  the  son  of  the  murdered  monarch  had  ascended  the  throne ; 
alill  the  thought  of  solitary  confinement  for  so  many  years,  how- 
ever its  severity  may  have  been  mitigated,  cannot  but  affect  the 
feelings  of  humanity ;  while  it  is  equally  a  cause  of  regret  to  re- 
collect that  it  produced  no  contrition  in  the  mind  of  Marten, 
who  breathed  a  determined  hatred  to  royalty  to  the  day  of  hb 
death. 

.A  Priort,  for  monks  of  the  Benedictine  order,  was  founded 
at  Chepstow  soon  aAer  the  Conquest,  and  was  known  in  the 
'Anglo-Norman  era,  under  the  name  of  Strigule  or  Striguil  mo- 
mutery.  It  was  made  a  cell  to  the  abbey  of  CormeHle,  in  Nor- 
mandy. Hence,  as  there  is  no  mention  made  of  Ctiepstow,  but 
only' of  Striguil  i>eing  granted  to  Cormeille,  Tanner  justly  consi- 
ders it  to  be  the  same  religious  house  f.  The  grant  of  it  by 
Edward  the  Fourth  to  the  college  called  God*s  House,  in  Cam- 
bridge, docs*  not  appear  to  have  been  confinned ;  because  a 
priorV)  eonlaimng  three  monks,  was  found  existing  here  at  the 

Dissolution, 

*  Cuxe's  Hist.  Tour,  p.  .*>78.  In  this  interesting  topographical  work  are 
two  views  of  "  Hany  Marteit's  tower;"  also  a  portrait  of  tljis  inveterate 
republican,  and  a  particular  account  of  Ids  political  life  and  character. 

**  For  thirty  years,  secluded  from  mankind, 

Here  Marten  linfi^ered.    Often  have  these  walU 

Echoed  his  footsteps,  as  with  even  tread 

He  paced  around  his  prison.    Not  to  him 

Did  nature's  fair  varieties  exist. 

He  never  saw  the  sun's  delightful  beams, 

Save  when  through  yon  high  bars  he  pour'd  a  sad, 

A  broken  splendour. ." 

SoiUheij'9  Poems. 

t  Notitia  Monastica, 
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Dissoitition,  and  the  revenues  then  valued  at-  32l.  per  atinum. 
Most  of  the  remains  are  the  present  parish  church,  which  formed 
part  of  the  chapel  belonging  to  the  priory ;  and,  though  in  a  muti- 
lated state,  forms  a  curious  piece  of  early  eccle&iastical  architecture. 
The  original  tower,  which  stood  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  present 
building,  fell  down  many  years  ago.     On  the  outside,  at  the 
angles^  are  several  ancient  clustered  columns,  which  appear  to 
Imve  sapported  one  of  the  arches  of  the  tower ;  and  beyond  this, 
at  the  original  structure  was  built  aAer  the  manner  of  a  cathe- 
dral, extended  the  choir,  now  no  more.    The  entrance  was  by  a 
baodsome  semicircular  arched  doorway,  ornamented  with  cren- 
ellated, billeted,  and  other  moultUngs,  restmg  on  live  short  re- 
cedbg  columns  on  a  side*  but  without  pedestals,  having  sitnple 
imifionn  capitals.    A  simiUr  decorated  arch  of  smaller  dimension^ 
fpriuging  from^vo  collateral  columns,  is  on  each  side  of  the  door- 
way.    This  exceedingly  curious  specimen  is  half  obscured  and 
disfigured  by  an  external  porch,  in  the  pointed  style*.    The 
nave  of  the  original  church  that  forms  the  body  of  the  present, 
appears  to  have  been  considerably  larger.     It  is  separated  from 
ibe  ailes  by  ranges  of  circular  arches,  resting  on  massive  piers. 
These   give   the   interior  a  venerable   appearance;    but  much 
of  the  effect  is  lost  by   the   want  of  correspondence  in  the 
pointed   wmdows.     The  features  of  the  building  pouit  out  its 
antiquity,   which  is  corroborated    by   records    as  early  as   the 
reign  of  Stephen;  aud  in  U6*S,  the  church  of  Striguil  was  con- 
firmed, by  a  bull  of  pope  Alexander  tl»e  Third,  to  the  abbey 
of  Cormeille.     Another  ancient  deed  asserts  the  right  the  prior 
of  Strigul  liad  to  hoiise-bote  and  liey-bole  in  Went-wood,  from 
the  time  of  the  Conquest.     On  the  south  side  of  the  chancel, 
qnder  a  canopied  monument,  supported  by  eight  Corinthian  pil- 
lars, are  placed  the  whole  leugth  figure  of  Henry,  second  earl  of 
Worcester \,  who  died  in  1549,  ag«*  fifty-three  years. 

M  2  Chepstow 

•  A  plate,  representing  a  geometrical  view  of  this  eutrancc,  is  given  in 
eoice*!  Tour,  p.  364. 

t  An  engraved  view  of  this  monnment  is  given  ia  Sandford's  Genealo- 
gical History  of  Great  Britain, 
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Chepstow  is  about  Ihrce  miles  from  Ihc  passage  over  Ihc  river 
Severn  at  Aust  Ferry :  five  from  tlie  new  passage  iit  Black  Rock ; 
fiftceo  from  Monmouth  ;  sixteen  from  Bristol ;  and  one  hundred 
nnd  thirty-five  from  London. 

^    The  lide  of  the  W\e  flows  wilh  greal  rapidity  "P  *"  the  town, 
ut  frequently  rises  at  the  bridge  to  llie  height  of  tiftv^siK  feet ;  and 
•In  January,  17(>8,  it  ro£e  about  seventy  feet :  a  phenomenon  occa- 
sioned by  the  projection  of  the  rocks  at  Beachley  and  Aust,  which 
turns  the  tide  wilh  great  violence  into  this  river.     **  The  channel 
in  this  place,"  observes  Mr*  Coxe,  "  being  narrow  iu  proporlion 
lo  the  Severn,  and  contined   between  perpendicular  cliffs,   th« 
great  rise  and  fall  of  ihc  river  are  peculiarly  manifest ;  hence  it 
bas  been  echoed  from  one  publication  to  another^  that  the  tide  at 
I  (Chepstow  is  higher  tlmn  iu  any  other  place  iu  the  world,  at  an 
I  average  6fty  or  sinty  feet,  and  on  soma  extraordinary  occsi$ion9 
'  fiot  less  than  seventy. 

••  To  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  I  plumbed  the  rivfr, 
M'ilh  the  assistance  of  Mr,  Jennings  and  an  experienced  boatman, 
•  at  high  tide,  on  tlie  fourth  of  September.     The  |)erptndicular 
r  height,  from   the  bottom  of  the  channel  to  the  surface  of  the 
Water«  was  forty-seven  feet  three  inches ;  from  the  water  to  the 
floor  of  the  bridge,  six  feet ;  and  two  feet  ten  incites  to  a  nolch 
k)  the  rail,  wliicb  marks  the  greatest  rise.     Hence  the  highest 
tide,  during  the  memof}-  of  the  present  generation,  does  not  ex- 
ceed iifty-six  feet  one  inch;  whicli^  though  very  considerable,  is 
by  no  means  greater   than  that  of   many  other  places  on  the 
globe.     Perhaps  the  rapitfily  of  the  flood  up   the   Severn  antf 
Wye,  is  more  remarkable  than  its  height;   it  is  high-water  &tfl 
Cliepstow,  as  Mr.  Jennings  informs  me,  before  it  is  at  the  Pill  up 
the  river  Avon,  which  is  only  two  miles  and  a  half  from  ICing- 
road  (towards  Bristol);  wlicreas  Chepstow  is  eleven  miles**** 

The  floor  of  the  Bridgr,  constructed  similar  to  that  of  Caer- 
leon,  is  level,  and  was  formerly  supported  by  wooden  piers  about 
tl^  height  of  forty  feet,  ^vhich  the  counties  of  Gtoceskr  and 
Monmotilh  jointly  contributed  lo  keep  in  repair.    They  remain  iq^ 

ibeir 
*  Coxe**  HhU  Tour,  p.  359. 
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thdr  origiiMil  tUte  on  the  Glocestershire  side;  bat  stOM  piers 
hvrt  been  substituted  on  the  opposite  shore.  Part  of  it  belongi 
to  the  countjr  of  Gloeester,  and  part  to  Monmouthshire.  The 
central  pier,  of  massive  stone,  separates  the  two  counties.  The 
carpentry  of  the  wooden  piers,  is  ingeniously  contrived  to  present 
i»lj  a  very  narrow  surface  to  the  current  of  the  river,  and  ii 
•opposed  to  have  been  formed  m  imitation  of  the  RomiA 
bridges^. 

Chepstow  contains  no  manufactories;  but  supplies  HerefnvA- 
ihire  and  the  eastern  part  of  Monmouthshire  with  the  neoesnry 
imports  by  the  Wye,  and  exports  the  native  prodactions,  #hidl 
are  principally  timber,  grain  for  the  Bristol  market,  coal,  grini 
and  mill-stones,  iron,  oakrbark,  and  cider.  A  considerable  ib- 
reign  trade  is  carried  on  duripg  the  time  of  peace ;  and  soma 
vessels  are  built  here. 

In  the  neigfabourhood  of  Chepstow  are  the  remains  of  several 
religious  houses.  A  pleasant  eminence,  to  the  west  of  the  towiip 
was  occupied  by  Si.  Kynemark*8  Priory,  the  watls  of  which.  Still 
visible,  fenclose  the  garden  and  yard  of  a  farm-house,  called  St. 
Kynemark's  Farm.  The  foundation  of  St.  Lawrana^t  Gufd 
may  also  be  traced.  The  traveller,  in  passing  to  this  spot  by 
the  Shire  Newton  road,  and  along  the  fields,  commands  a  sin> 
gular  and  l>eautirul  prospect  of  Chepstow  and  its  environs.  Tht 
remains  of  several  other  chapels,  and  monastic  buildings,  are  to 
be  seen  in  different  parts  of  the  town. 

In  the  garden  belonf^ng  to  a  house  in  Bridge-street,  b  an 
fbkmg  and  Jiowing  Well,  remarkable  for  good  water,  which  at 
high  tide  becomes  perfectly  dry ;  a  little  before  which  it  begins  to 
sobtiide,  and  soon  after  tiie  ebb  it  returns:  neither  wet  nor  dry 
weather  affect  it,  but  its  increase  and  decrease  regularly  corre- 
spond  with  the  tide.  The  well,  which  is  thirty-two  feet  deep,  has 
frequently  fourteen  feet  of  water. 

PlERCEFIELD, 

*  Mr.  Coze  has  given  plates  of  a  general  view  of  the  Bridge,  also  geo« 
Bwtrical  repreientatioDs  of  the  Wooden  Piers. 
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PiERCEFiBLD,  about  two  miles  to  the  west  of  Cheipstow,  a 
«eat  of  tnucli  celebrity,  and  a  just  theme  for  descriptive  euco*- 
nuium  with  tourists  and  topographers,  is  now  the  property  of 
Nathaniel  Wells,  es<|.  who  purchased  it  of  Colonel  Wood,  about  six 
^rs  ago.  The  grotuids  are  extensive,  and  embrace  much  diver- 
aified  scenery  of  wood,  lawn,  rock,  and  river.  Stretching  along 
the  irrigiious  banks  of  the  Wye,  from  the  castle  at  Chepstow  to  a 
lofty  perpendicular  rock,  called  the  Wynd-clifF,  is  a  walk  of  about 
three  miles  in  length ;  in  the  course  of  which  a  variety  of  grand, 
diversified,  and  extensive  prospects  are  obtained.  The  principal 
4>f  these  are  called,  1.  The  Lovers  Leap:  2.  Paradise  Seat,  on 
the  edge  of  a  precipice;  3.  The  Giant's  Cave;  4.  The  Half-Way 
Seat;  5.  The  Double  View;  6,  Prospect  above  Pierce-Wood;  7- 
Tie  Grotto:  8.  The  Platform:  and,  9.  The  Alcove.  Though, 
on  the  present  occasion,  it  will  be  impracticable  to  particularize 
and  define  each  of  these  spots  awl  views  separately ;  yet  some 
idea  of  the  whole  will  be  liimished,  by  the  following  extract  from 
Mr.  Coxc's  Historical  Tour. 

**  On  entering  the  grounds  at  the  extremity  of  the  village  of  St. 
Arvans,  and  at  the  bottom  of  Wynd-cliff,  the  walk  leads  through 
plantations,  conmianding  on  the  right  a  distant  view  of  the  Severn 
and  the  surrounding  country:  it  penetrates  into  a  thick  forest,  and 
conducts  to  the  Lover's  Leap ;  where  the  Wyud-clift'is  seen  tower- 
ing above  the  river  in  all  its  height  and  beauty,  and  below  yawus 
a  deep  and  woody  abyss.  It  waves  almost  imperceptibly  in  a^ 
grand  outline,  on  the  brow  of  the  majestic  amphitheatre  of  cliffs* 
impending  on  the  Wye,  opposite  to  the  peninsula  of  Lancaut, 
then  crosses  the  park,  runs  through  groves  and  thickets,  and 
again  joins  the  Wye  at  that  reach  of  the  riven  which  stretches 
from  Lancaut  to  the  castle  of  Chepstow,  "mm  the  Lover^s 
Leap,  the  walk  is  carried  through  a  thick  mantle  of  forests,  with 
occasional  openings,  which  seem  not  the  result  of  art  or  design, 
but  the  effect  of  chance  or  nature.  This  bowery  walk  is  conso- 
nant to  the  genius  of  Piercefield :  the  screen  of  wood  prevents 
the  uniformity  of  a  birdVeye  view^  aud  the  imperceptible  bend 

of 
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of  die  amphitlieatre,  conveys  the  spectator  from  one  part  of  fins 
fairy  region  to  another,  without  discovering  the  gradations. 
Hence  the  Wye  b  sometimes  concealed,  or  half  obscured  by 
overhanging  foliage ;  at  others,  wholly  expanding  to  view,  is  seen 
sweeping  beneath  in  a  broad  and  circuitous  channel:  hence,  at 
one  place  the  Severn  spreads  in  the  midst  of  a  boundless  expanse 
of  country,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Wye :  at  another,  both 
rivers  appear  on  the  same  side,  and  the  Severn  seems  supported 
on  the  level  summit  of  the  cliffs  which  form  the  banks  of  the 
Wye.  Hence  the  same  objects  present  themselves  hi  diiiereni 
aspects  and  with  varied  accompaniments:  hence  the  magic  tran- 
sitions from  the  impervious  gloom  of  the  forest  to  open  groves; 
from  meadows  and  lawns  to  rocks  and  precipices ;  aud  from  the 
mild  beauties  of  £uglii»h  landscape,  to  the  wildness  of  Alpine  sce- 
nery. 

"  The  summit  of  Wynd-cliff,  which  towers  above  the  northera 
extremity  of  the  grounds,  commands,  in  one  point  of  view,  the, 
whole  extent  of  this  interesting  scenery.  As  I  stood  on  the  brow, 
of  this  precipice,  I  looked  down  upon  the  fertile  peninsula  of  Lan- 
caut,  surrounded  with  rocks  and  forests,  contemplated  the  hang- 
mg  woods,  rich  lawns,  and  romantic  cliffs  of  Pierceiield,  the  castle 
and  town  of  Chepstow,  and  traced  the  Wye,  sweeping  in  the  true 
outline  of  beauty,  from  the  Banagor  crags  to  its  junction  with  the 
Severn,  which  spreads  into  an  sestuary,  and  is  lost  in  the  distant 
ocean.  A  boundless  extent  of  country  is  seen 'in  every  direction* 
from  tliis  commanding  eminence,  comprehending  not  less  than 
nine  counties:  in  the  midst  of  this  expanse,  I  principally  directed 
my  attention  to  the  subject  of  my  Tour,  which  now  drew  to  a 
conclusion;  I  trac||^. with  pleasing  satibfaction,  not  unmixed  with 
regret,  the  luxuriant  vallies  and  romantic  hills  of  this  interesting 
county,  which  I  had  traversed  in  various  directions ;  but  I  dwelt 
with  peculiar  admiration  ou  the  majestic  rampart  which  forms  its 
boundary  to  the  west,  and  extends  in  one  grand  and  broken  out- 
line, from  the  banks  of  the  Severn  to  the  Black  Mountain*," 

« where 

•  Coxe's  Hbt.  Tour,  p,  402. 
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"  —whore  the  broken  landscape,  by  degrcps 


Asccudinsr,  roudiens  uito  riuid  hills  ; 

O'er  whi<'h  tlic  Cambrian  Monniains,  like  far  clouds 

Tliat skirt  the  blue  horuon,  dnsky  rist." 

TTtnmson'i  Spring. 

The  honse  erected  on  this  estate  is  a  inugnificent  pile  of  build- 
ing of  free»stoiie»  and  stands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  park* 
It  consists  of  a  centre  and  two  wings:  tlie  former  having  three 
stories,  and  the  latter  one.  Piercctield  was  long  the  properly  of 
the  Waters'  family,  till  the  year  1736,  when  it  was  sold  to  Colonel 
Morris,  fiither  of  Valentine  Morris,  esq.  who  afterwards  possessed 
it;  and  to  whose  taste  and  liberality  it  is  iiidelited  for  its  chief 
artificial  beauties  and  its  long-established  celebrity.  In  1784,  it 
was  bought  by  George  Smith,  esq.;  who  a^ain  sohl  it,  in  1794, 
to  Colonel  Wood,  formerly  chief  engineer  at  Bengal.  The  latter 
gentleman  made  many  additions  and  improvements  to  the  house 
and  grounds:  among  which  may  be  specified  the  two  wingSa 
which  he  added  to  tbe  former. 
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-1  HE  fxteosive  county  of  Norfolk,  from  Us  numerous  otij«cti 
of  antk|uity,  its  ge^j^rraftlitciil  sttujilkm  on  I  he  Gcmiao  Occnn^ 
Bod  contiguity  to  Deninurk,  and  some  oilier  norlliern  kingdoms : 
horn  its  Bea*ports»  totfoi,  seats,  agricultural  and  inaoufacturcd 
piroducts,  becomes  lHgliJ>  interesting  to  the  topographer  w4io  un- 
dertakes the  history  of  the  district :  and  tiiough  he  may  ibrink 
under  Ihe  load  of  respoasibility  that  oppresses  bis  miud  iu  con^ 
templatiog  the  vaslness  tmrl  variety  of  the  subjects  wbicb  are  ne- 
nsauily  embracerl,  yet  his^  curiosity  and  teat  will  be  coiistantlj 
ktpl  atert,  and  he  will  be  influced  to  prosecute  bis  task  witb 
vmm  degree  of  cbetrfubiess,  under  Ibe  conviction  that  the  liberal 
reader  will  appreciate  his  norks  ^tith  lenity,  and  scrutinixe  them 
with  candour.  In  the  following  Urief  essaif,  the  author  only 
pwftasw  to  ikftch  some  of  tbe  most  promineot  feattires,  and 
ithi§Nite  a  history  and  description  of  tlie  chief  places  and  objectt 
m  tlie  county.  In  order  to  render  this  perspicuous  and  aasy 
for  reference^  tbe  whole  will  be  cUssed  under  diflferent  beads. 


Historical  Events  of  the  County.— In  tbe  preceding 
itonet  of  Caatbrklgefiiurc  *^  and  Huntingdonshire  f,  several 
Vou  XI.    Jan.  I8O9.  A  cvcnU 
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events  have  been  nlrotdy  related  respecting  iLe  [cENJ,  and  timt 
class  of  tliem  called  Ccnomanni,  or  Cenimagni.  According  to 
Wbilaker,  Uie  latter  were  desceoded  from  the  "  Cenomaimi  of 
Gnul/'  aud  mhabited  **  atl  llie  tounlies  of  Suffolk  and  Cam- 
brirlge,  perfiap%  ihe  nortli  of  Bedford^iiire  to  the  Ouse  on  the 
fouUi.  certainly  tile  south  of  Norlljamptou^I '-  *  the  Ken  on 
the  north,  and  »l;solutcly  llie  whoJe  of  li  .      i»Uiire   aod 

Norfolk  ;  Ut^ing  liiuited  ou  the  north  by  tlie  Neo,  and  baviji^ 
Castor^  near  Norwich^  for  their  Venta,  or  first  city  */' 

ill  Darratiog  the  history  of  die  people,  aud  cf  iheir  military 
tnuisactioBS  anterior  to  the  Norman  conquest,  we  must  iiecessa* 
rily  review  the  whole  easteni  province  of  England  ;  as  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  distinguish  tbe  events  which  solely  belong  to  the  truct 
of  land,  now  called  Norfolk,  from  Uiosc  which  occurred  hi  the  vi- 
cbity.  Neither  tbe  BrilODB,  Roninni,  nor  Danes  had  established 
the  precise  and  peculiar  boundaries  that  now  serve  to  niaik  the 
ieparation  of  counties:  consequentlyj  in  treating  of  tliose  peo* 
pie,  or  of  the  times  when  tliey  governed,  we  nmil  be  moregeneial 
than  particular,  in  language. 

Although  this  county  formed  fpart  of  the  territory  orcupirtl 
by  tJie  Icenit  and  its  aboriginal  inhabitants  must  have  share<l  in 
the  disasters  which  befel  that  brave  people,  in  their  varioi»s,  but 
unsuccessful  stru|i;gles  for  inde])cndency ;  yet  nothing  remains 
upon  record  to  ascertain  whether  this  portion  of  tlieir  coittiliy 
vras  ever  the  scene  of  the  sanguinary  coniiicis  bctwceu  them  and 
the  Romans*  The  district  inhabited  by  the  Trtuobautes  appears 
to  have  formed  the  principal  theatre  on  which  Untish  valour 
was  dbplayed ;  and  where  the  united  furccs  of  the  two  neigh- 
bouring states  retaliated  their  respective  injuries  upon  thebr  cruel 
invaders.  Subsequent  to  the  death  of  the  heroii'ul  Boadkrmt 
and  the  dispersion  of  the  allied  armies,  Cereaih  was  sent  inta 
this  island;  and  aAer  him,  Julius  Frontinus,  with  new  levies 
for  tlie  Roman  armies ;  both  wlikh  generals  were  equally  sue* 

cessful 
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agaaJist  tlie  vaii:}U!sJt«d  Britons*  JuUm  Agricola,  Irow- 
r,  who  comniuntlcil  during  the  wjgoi  of  Vespiuian,  Tilus, 
ai-  '  ^  illian,  dhtingutshed  himscir  the  most,  in  ohlaitiing  ad- 
\w  iiiT  his  ouii  cnuiitry»  by  the  conquest  of  Britatu*     Jt  li 

alio  laid,  tlut  he  ^mihially  incorporated  the  Britons  as  detitzen* 
of  the  empire,  and  formed  tl»is  hoBtdc  country  ijato  a  Rom^n 
cv/dtij^.     To  keep  them  in  tubjeetitiu,  and  overawe,  if  not  subdae 
Ibe  ^irit  of  the  inltabllaiits,  iinpAtietit  ai  reaftrauit,  and  stilt  dis- 
lo  revolt,    as  wetl  as  to  guard  the  coasts  a«aifi&t  the  fre- 
•llentpts   of  the  northern    hordes,    the  Roniao   generals 
jodiejousty  appointed  a  ounihcr  of  military  posts  in  this  purt  of 
their  neivly*ac(piired  territory.     Five  principal  Stntions  wtnt  esta- 
blithed  niihin»  and  contfj^oti^  to  this  county.      These  were  Bra- 
mmditmim,  Harianonum,  Vmia-Jernoi-um^    SHomagus^  and    Ad- 
-  Jitam  t   besides   which  fsf'veral  suboriiiiiate    Castra-jEttira  and 
SMit9*kjfb€ma  were   also  ftirnjod.      Of  tlie  hitter  kind   were» 
aecocdbgto  some  writers^  Buxton ^  Caster  n«ar  Yarmouth,  Bttck' 
CTJidw,  CaMtk'Acrr,  nnd  Efhum,      At  theae  plac^  have  beeo 
daepfered^  several  coiu%  urns  and  olher  remains  of  that  people* 
nae,  and  other  fortificattofis,  intended  to  intiniidate  the  Bri- 
Ibm,  as  wetl  as  to  repel  invasion,  were  placed  under  the  f»uprptne 
'cammand  of  an  orticer,  whme  tille,  accordiu«j  to  some  authors, 
wm  C&Mu  irtirtm  twtrithni ;  and  to  others.  Comes  lit ori»  Sftxtrttiet^ 
i*  €•  Comnt  of  the  Sanou  hlK>re.     Under  his  control  the  alulions 
ODtbe  east  side  of  the  iiiland  were  placed,  the  garrisons  of  whieh 
nn    '  '    t  "    !    vc  consisted  of  2^00  infantr}',  and  200  cavalry. 
Til  ! ;.  1    are  set  down  in  Ibc  AWiYtX  written  in  the  reign 

of  Ibe  yonnger  Theodomis,  nbeut  the  year  410.  But  as  litis 
ali  'f  troops  wns  madeqtjute  for  the  defence  of  each  sta- 

li*h.,  .1  more  to  subdiie  insurrection,  it  is  probable,  that  to 
tiie  Komani  were  joined  British  eonseripl  troops,  not  included 
lai  '  neralion:  for  we  find,  thut  about  twenty  years  after, 

th%^  Ei^j.,t.jial  amitcs  in  this  countrj'  were  conipri'sed  chiefly  of 
Jlfiltiii  auxiliaries,  which,  together  with  the  few  remaiaiog  Roman 

A  2  troops. 
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trnops,  wert  recalled,  lo  defend  the  Roman  capital,  by  Matimv 
«nd  ConslaT1lill^. 

Brihiin,  thus  ilcprivetJ  of  her  btsl  soldiers,  soon  became  debi- 
1iUteci»  fell  an  easy  prey  to  Ibe  iiniUiJ  ruvai»es  of  Ibe  Picis  and 
Scots :  and  her  doutiful  was  coiii|ileted  by  the  Jnibecility  of 
yoriigerftf  king  of  the  Dunmonii:  who,  invUiu|,'  to  \m  assistance 
the  SaxotiSt  (|uick1y,  but  too  late,  discovered  I  bat  lUvy  liad  re* 
munerated  their  own  services  by  itie  seizure  uf  \m  territories. 

Tlic  first  Saxoti  leader,  who  eiitablished  himseff  in  ibis  part  of 
the  island^  was  Uffa,  who,  A.  D.  575,  assiuiMfd  dominion  over 
that  |iorlion  of  the  country*  which  at  present  comprises  Nor/oik, 
Suffolk,  and  CambHdgf shire ,  giving  it  the  appetlatiou  of  East- 
Anglia:  and  the  inhabitants  were  dcnoniinated  Vffagines. 
Aboul  this  period,  it  is  bigbls  probable,  that  the  city  of  Nor- 
wich aroftc  out  of  the  VeiUa-lcenorum  of  the  Britons  and  Ro- 
mans, and  from  its  relative  bearing  to  llie  old  cily,  was  call«l, 
by  the  Saxons,  Nmrth-iek^  or  Aorthwick, 

Uffii,  who  died  A*  D.  57$,  whs  succeeded  by  his  sod  Titisi, 
on  whose  demise,  55)9,  his  Hon  RedwaUl  assumed  tlie  reins  of 
governmcnr,  and  embraced  chrislianily ;  but,  by  the  influence  of 
his  wife,  renounced  it  again.  He  was  succeeded,  A.  D.  ()24,  by  bis 
son  Ei'pwafd,  who  uasu^^sassinated  by  a  relation  named  Richbert, 
A.  D.  633.  His  half-brother,  Sigehtrtf  or  Stgbercht,  succee<led 
to  the  crown,  in  whose  reign  the  bishopric  of  Dunwich,  in  Sutiblk, 
was  established ;  and  the  Grsit  setniuary  for  religious  instruclioo 
formed,  which  led  to  the  establishment  of  an  university  in  Cam* 
bridge*  Fatigued  with  the  burthen  of  government,  he  resigned 
both  his  crown  aud  its  cares,  A.  D.  644,  to  his  kinsman  E^rtr. 
The  Saxon  governments  were  now  at  variance  amongst  themselves. 
Pend;i,  king  of  Merciu,  conimenced  hostiUUes  against  Egric, 
who  called  Sigebert  from  his  monastic  i^tiremeot  to  bead  bis  army; 
ihcy  were  <lefeated,  and  both  slain  in  baltte.  Auna,  uephew  of 
Redwald,  ascended  the  throne,  restored  Cenwalch  to  \m  kingdom 
of  Wessex>  and  becume  the  most  celebrated  of  the  £a^t-Auglian 
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But  Peuda  briu^g  ssgnui^i  liim  lU  powerful  resources 
«>f  Mcrciu,  lie  felt  in  bailie,  A.  D.  654.  From  this  perii>'i.  tlie 
Mtn-iau  prtucci  s^em  to  Irave  tliotated  in  the  choice  of  mounrchs 
far  the  EaitUAMnlts;  am*»  in  the  vear  79*,  Ofla,  king  of  Merci«» 
tnitlecl  lite,  kingdom  of  Easl-Anglia  with  his  own;  aiMl»  subsc- 
quenll}*,  it  became  success iveiy  sulyecl  to  ihc  po\x€r  of  Mercia  or 
[tii  Kent. 

^Tbe  »ciren«l  kingdoms  of  I  he  Ikpturcliy,  or  Oclarchy,  were 
rcdumrl  by  inti'sline  broih,  ami  foreign  inroatU,  to  a  state  of 
cpnfusiotu  upproximaliug  to  auarchj^,  when  Egbrrt  ascended  the 
Ibrone  of  U'cjsex.  He  had  l)een  brought  up  in  the  court  of 
Ctiarlemagnc ;  utnl  from  lliat  wise  and  jH^werfut  monarch  he  had 
learued  to  .isptrc  at  iiiiiversul  dominion.  On  his  return  to  bis 
klf  J,  A.  D.  8<)0«  having  taken  the  reins  of  govenimenl,  h^ 
'fifit  directed  his  attention  to  iJie  refractory  Britons  in  Wales  and 
^QornwaU;  uhom  he  su  far  subdued,  as  to  render  thiui  trilmtary 
Lo  bss  crowo«  He  then  proceeded  to  chastise  the  insolence  a»d 
ifliatiaiis  of  the  contigunui  kingdoms;  and  to  exectite  bis  plan 
v(  «  general  tncorporutiou  of  them  into  one  government.  Some 
»f  IliC  »t<tte.s,  too  Mcak  for  resi^lance,  had  previously  met  the 
of  Egbert;  ami  he  soon  reiluced,  to  compiiancep  the  ru^ 
iBiining  states  of  iMcTcia,  East  Saxouy,  and  Keut.  In  thii  man- 
I  i  ncr  tde  sepunde  kingdonjs  of  the  Heptarchy  were  uniled  into  one 
^B  great  nation,  about  four  buudred  years  after  the  first  lamiitig  qf 
Ibe  Saxons  on  the  shores  uf  Brilatn« 

ptiring  Ibe  lallcr  |)art  of  this  dynasty,  the  Danes,  who  had  be. 
CPUtt  a  powerful  people  in  the  north,  lunied  their  attentioa 
southward^  and  at  various  times  invested  the  coasts  ivitli  a  view 
of  iiually  getting  possession  of  the  country,  Norfolk  shared 
largely  in  the  general  calamity  resulting  from  these  hostile 
plunderers.  The  Danes  first  came  over  under  their  leaders  //««- 
1^  and  ilubbat  sons  of  a  Danish  chieftain,  named  Lolhbric; 
wrbo  bantig  been  shipwrecked  on  tiiis  coast,  was  hospitably  re* 
cthed  by  King  Edntund,  in  his  court  at  Castor,  who  entertained 
h\$  guest  by  iodulging  bim  in  tlie  sports  of  the  field,  to  which 
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fthe  Dane  ha<l  been  long  accusloiiie<l, 
fBtlf,  ojif  day^  lie  mis  killed  by  Ihe  king's  falconer.  For  this 
fence  the  falconer,  as  a  puuishiit<?nt,  was  doonKtl  1o  bt;  com- 
utled  to  Ifae  tnercy  of  the  waves  in  the  same  bark  hi  whidi 
[Lofhbric  had  been  shipwrecked.  The  winds  having  conveyed 
[Ihc  vessel  to  the  shores  of  Denmark,  he  lunded ;  and,  in  revenge^ 
■prescuted  to  the  sons  of  Lothbric  that  Iheir  father  had  b^it 
irufily  murdered  by  llie  commuDd  of  Edmnnd.  Inccn^jed  at  the 
^cilaf,  they  collected  an  army,  and,  accompanied  by  Iheir  in- 
r^rniant^  set  out  on  an  expcJilior,  to  rttalialc  Ihcir  fatlter's 
ith ;  and  the  shipwreck  halving  bnppcned  on  the  coast  of  Ea§l- 
mglia,  against  thai  lliey  principally  directed!  their  ra^e.  The 
ibovc  particulars  are  related  in  an  extract  from  a  Chronicle 
>f  the  roooaslery  of  St,  Edmuud'«  Bury,  prcser\'ed  by  LeUmd, 
in  his  Collectanea,  Vol  I.  p,  220.  The  maunscript  also  stales, 
that  this  invasion  took  pbce,  A.  D»  8/0.  The  two  leaders 
landed  their  lroo|is  near  Redeh^m,  now  n  small  vtllaite,  opposite 
the  town  of  Yarraoulh,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yare,  The 
Danes  soon  became  formidable  in  their  invasions,  and,  at  times* 
over-run  the  whole  country.  Prenous  to  the  death  of  Egbert, 
they  possessed  the  whole  of  £ast-Auglia.  On  ihe  demise  of 
that  monarch,  EiheUcolf  obtained  the  crown  of  Enj^land.  He 
was  totally  inadequate  to  succfced  so  puissant  a  piince  as  his 
father,  at  this  momentous  crisis.  Tlie  Danes  proved  too  subtle 
and  powerful  for  his  military  knowledge  nnd  sticngth.  In  numerous 
engagements  they  rmited  and  defeated  his  armies,  lie  died  in 
Ihe  year  857,  and  was  saceeeded  by  Ethdhaldt  his  son,  who* 
dkd,  A.  D.  86o,  whcii  his  eldest  brother  assumed  Ihe  gOTcm- 
ment.  Eiktlredt  the  tiiint  brother,  came  to  the  throne  iu  %66, 
In  his  reign  the  Danes  extended  their  ravages  over  tlie  grtater 
part  of  his  dominions ;  but  under  (he  martial  spirit  and  proives^ 
of  bis  younger  brother,  Affred,  then  investt-d  v\  ith  tJie  litk-  aud 
authority  of  Earl  and  Rcld-Ma^hal,  they  received  a  severe 
check  ;  and  by  the  contmned  reverses  they  experienced,  were 
eoDstraiued    to   abandon  East-Anglia  entirely^  and  coocentnite 
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tbeir  forces  ia  Wessex;  where  several  desperate  battles  were 
Ibughty  with  varied  success ;  in  one  of  which  Ethelred  was  mor- 
tally wounded ;  and,  d^^ing  in  872,  Alfred  ascended  tlie  throne. 
AAer  many  sanguinary  conflicts,  victories,  and  defeats,  perils 
and  escapes,  this  magnanimons  prince  overcame  tlie  Danes,  under 
their  leader,  Guthrum,  at  Eddiugton,  in  Wiltshire,  A.D.  878 
or  9  *•  On  this  occasion  he  compelled  the  Danish  chieftains  and 
their  followers  to  receive  Clirislian  baptism,  and  allotted  tlie  pro* 
Tiiice  of  £ast-An;>lia  fur  their  limited  residence.  This,  Guthrum 
was  to  hold  in  capiie,  or  fealty,  of  the  crown,  as  a  feudatory 
prince.  Here  the  Danes  betook  themselves  to  the  cultivation  of 
domestic  duties ;  they  built  houses  and  improved  the  lands,  were 
admitted  lo  tlie  privileges  of  Englishmen,  and  received  a  code  of 
laws,  for  tlieir  regulation,  from  Alfred.  Guthrum  had  fixed  his 
4eat  of  viceroyalty  sometimes  at  Cambridge,  and  sometimes  at 
Norwich.  But  after  this  signal  defeat  and  consequent  restriction, 
the  principal  residence  of  the  Danish  leaders  was  the  latter  cityk 
The  restless  s[iirit  of  these  marauders,  however,  could  not  long 
brook  such  restraint.  Encouraged  by  rumour^  of  fresh  arrivals 
of  their  countrymen,  they  revolted,  and  were  again  subdued ; 
after  which  the  provinces  of  Northumberland,  and  East-Anglia 
were  taken  under  the  English  government. 

On  the  accession  of  Edward,  surnamed  the  Elder,  England 
was  divided  between  the  Anglo-Saxons  and  Danes.    This  mo- 

A  4  narcb, 

*  BIr.  Wilkins  states  tliis  to  iiave  taken  place  at  Etbandiin,  in  Ess^z. 
Eiktmdiau  is  the  name  of  tlic  place  in  the  Snxon.  Chroaicle,  where  the  battle 
issaid  to  have  been  fought^  but  no  notice  whatever  is  taken  to  identify  the 
pbce,  which  is  the  general  defect  in  that  invaliuble  historic  docnment;  wad, 
perhaps,  h  the  strongest  argument  for  its  being  genuine.  Hie  writers  sop- 
j^eaed,  that  peraons  who  might  coiiraU  it,  would  be  well  acqnaintcd  with 
the  locafitiea  wben  the  namn  were  mentioned ;  bnt  every  cbeinnttauoe  con- 
nected wjtli  the  Act  tends  to  shew  that  it  most  have  been  Eddington,  in 
fVUUhire,  on  the  verge  of  Salisbury  Plain.  To  which  place  Alfred  marched, 
after  having  assembled  his  followers,  with  their  mustered  troops,  in  the 
iarett  of  Frome-Selwood,  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  county  of  Somerset. 
Dr.  Reke  contends  that  Eddington,  near  Himgcrfbrd  in  Berkshve,  is  the 
place  alladed  to  in  the  Chronicle.    lAfstwfi  Mag,  Brit.  VoL  I.  p,  162* 
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ircli,  ih*  son  of  Ihe  heroic  Alfred,  inlieriled  wilh  his  Ihrone, 
the  plague  of  conleiidiiig  with  the  treacherous  Danes.  Esrir, 
the  successor  of  Guthrum,  joined  his  forces  to  the  sediltous  Ethel- 
wold,  and  waged  war  against  Edward.  Aficr  niauy  sanguinary  bat- 
tles, ui  which  the  English  monarch  is  said  lo  have  hccn  nrdterialty 
assisted  hy  the  skill  and  courage  of  his  sister,  Eijleda,  he  vafi« 
qnished  the  forces  of  Esric,  w  ho  was  slain,  A.  D.  905  *.  In 
921,  the  Dimes  of  East-Anglia  took  the  oalii  of  allegiance  to  Ed- 
ward, in  which  year  that  monarch  died,  and  the  province  of 
the  Ea^t  Angles  Wiis  again  annexed  to  the  crown  of  England. 
From  that  period  Non^'ich  continued  a  royal  castle,  and  the 
county  remained,  with  the  other  parts  of  llie  province,  in  |k>s- 
session  of  the  Saxon  line,  through  tlip  succeeding  reigtis  of  Athel- 
stan,  Editinndj  Edred  or  Eldred,  Edwin  or  Edwy,  Edgar,  and 
Edward  the  Martyr.  In  the  reign  of  Elhelred  Ihe  Second,  the 
Danes  again  became  extremely  trouhlcsoiuc,  and,  A.  D.  992» 
invaded  with  great  force,  East-Anglia ;  aufl  proceeding  as  fiir  m% 
il-ondoD,  invested  that  city.  Ahout  this  time,  a  tax  on  lauds, 
[called  Danegelt,  t^as  levied  throughout  the  kiugdoin,  to  ap)>case 
he  invaders,  and  purchase  their  departure.  Ethelred  having 
lined  additional  strength  and  confidence,  hy  his  marnage  with  a 
^daughter  of  Richard  the  Second,  Duke  of  Normandy,  he  ordered 
[a  general  massacre  of  the  Danes,  which  t*M)k  place  November 
Ibe  isth.  To  revenge  this  outrage,  Swcyiie,  King  of  Denmark, 
semUed  a  numerous  army,  and,  with  a  powerful  fleet,  invaded 
Eogtaud ;  and  landing  on  Ihe  coast  of  Norfolk,  hurnt  the  cities 
l^f  Norwich  and  Thetford,  and  was  proceeding  to  devastate  every 
irt  of  the  country.  In  this  desolating  career  his  army  was  ar- 
>sted  hy  Earl  Ulf  keltJe,  who,  prior  to  his  taking  the  tield,  had 
iven  orders  to  bum  the  Danish  uavy,  which  orders  being  neg« 
scted,  the  routed  Danes  found  means  to  escape ;  after  they  had 
length  been  defeated,  iu  renewed  battles,  attended  on  both 
^des  with  gre^t  slaughter  f.  In  the  desolate  state  m  which  in- 
testine 
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I    %.^^ifie   warfare  always  leaves  a  cotmtry,  this  remained  till  Hie- 
^Brcar  1010:  v\hen   the   Dant^s  reUimcd^  and   landed    nt  Ipswich' 
^Hvtlh  a  recruited  army.     Between  tlicm  and  the  farces  under  Ulf- 
^Btetll^t  a  most  satiguitiary  battle  was  fuught  at  Ringmere:   thb 
^Hkcrminaline  in  favour  of  the  Dane:},  (hey«  from   that  time,  re- 
^'pus^rsicd  themselves  of  East- Aiiglia,     TJic  Daiii&h  Earl  Tut  kill,  or 
Turkclrl,  expelled  tl»e  Saxon  Earl  Ulf  kettle,  and  held  the  go- 
^emtncnl  till  the  year  1013;  when  Swrj/ne  wa*  proclaitued  King 
of  l^Dglniid.    The  new  monarch  continued  Tnrketcl  In  his  office, 
and  a»  a  reward  for  his  entinent  services,  bestowed  on  him  the 
eustody  of  the  castle  of  Norwich.     On  the  death  of  Sweyne, 
nvbidi  happened  the  same  year,  Canute^  who  had  succeeded  to 
the  llirone,  tinding  his  tenure  precarious,  retired   to  Denmark  ; 
tnd  the  people  again  affixed  the  crown  on  tlie  head  of  £t hefted, 
who   dying   in    1Q16',    his   son   Edmund,    siirnamed    Ironsides, 
ascended  the  throne ;  in  which  year  Canute  retunied  with  frtslt 
levies  of  lroop«,  and  wai  again  proclaimed  king.     Afler  various 
struggles,  these  competitors  npred  to  divide  the  kingdom,  and 
each  to  possess  supreme  dominion  over  a  moiety.     Under  this 
compact,  the  Danish  sovereign  was  to  rc*tain  the  wliole  of  Nor- 
thumbrian Mercia,  aud  Eus(-An»liu.     On  this  occasion  the  king- 
llont  became  separated   iuto  three  grand  districts,  and  the  latter 
partioo^  belonging  to  the  Danes,  was  called   Dfucle^e,  i.  e.  the 
Dwiiah  jurbdiclion.    Edmund  being  assassinated  by  his  brother, 
A,  0,  1017,    Canute  reigned  alone,  and  divi<led   England   into 
four  dtstricls.     The  government  of  Easl-Anglia,  with  the  title  of 
Duke,  be  comiuitted  to  Turketel ;  whom,  for  some  misconduct, 
be  afterwards  banished.     During  the  whole  of  the  Danish  dy- 
nasty, this  part  of  the  kingdom  groaned  under  its  yoke,  being 
heavily  oppressed,  for  the  repeated  efforts  it  had  made  to  repel 
tlie  imottds  of  the  Danes;  and  the  energies  it  had  wielded  to 
their  establishment.     On  the  death  of  Hardicanutc,  in 
year    1041,    Edward  the  Conftssm",    by   general  consent, 
ascended  the  throne.     He  expelled  the  Dunes  from  ttie  kingdom, 
awl  abolished  Danegelt,  which  had  become  an  oppressive  tax  ; 

and 
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id  annexed  East-Anglia  to  his  own  domiaioiUt  having  t»een  tl 
^only  Itingdoin  of  the  heptarchy,  which  hsxd  not  been  prevlfHisly 

lited   under  hb  great   predecessor,  Eghert.     la  the  lime  of 

fWilliam  Rufus»  Norfolk  was  a  sceue    of  corifusoo,  by  Roger 

[od  having  sided  wiUi  Robert  Curlhose  nguiii&t  the  king ;  in 

[M'hich  contest  the  county  suffered  very  cou^iderable  devastation. 

during  the  commotions  excited  in  the  kingdom  by  tb^  Ufinatutal 
itlempt  of  Prince  Henry  to  arrc&t  the  crown  fiotn  the  head  of  his 
^Ihcr  King  Hcury  the  Second^  tJiis  county  largely  participated  in 
the  disasters  which  arise  from  civil  discord.  Earl  Bigod  espoused 
.the  princes  cause,  but  the  king's  troops  being  victorious,  the 

riemtngs,  in  the  pay  of  Ifie  prince,  were  permitted  to  retuni  to  their 
country,  and  Eigod  purchased  his  peace  at  the  expenoe  of 
tOOO  marks",  ,      ,, 

In  the  lurhulciit  reign  of  JoAn,  Roger  Bigod,  Earl  of  Norfolk, 

lok  part  witli  tlie  refractory  barons.     And  wlulc  they  were  taking 

ities  and  towns  in  one  part  of  the  khigdom,  John  was  laying 
inraste,  with  fire  and  s^vord,  the  baronial  possessions  in  another.  In 
this  career  he  came  to  i-y«M,  where,  being  well  received,  he 
cros^d  the  washes,  with  the  loss  of  his  baggage^  to  Ibe  abbey  of 
Swiiieshead,  in  liis  wjy  to  Newark  castle,  where  he  died.  After 
tlii>  the  county  was  over-run  by  Prints  Lrwvt,  who  exacted  heavj 
coutribu lions.  In  Richard  (hi  Seamd'*  titpe^  a  powerful  msiu:- 
rtction  broke  out  under  two  hrotliers,  John  and  J^fatthftp  Titrr, 
commonly  called  Jack  Straw  and  Wat  Tiler;  whose  standards 
ivere  /|oined  by  numbers  of  I  lie  lower  clasps,  and  Norwich  wa* 
invested  by  the  rebels  collected  under  pne  LiUsier*  .But  be 
being  taken  and  arraigned  for  trca'^-iti»  w^s  condemned  lo  be 
hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered ;  osie  portion  of  his  body  to  be 
suspended  at  his  oivr^  res|d<:i¥>^  oqe  in  tlie  city  of  Norwich,  one 
at  Lynn,  and  another  at  Yarnmuiii :  uhich  so  dispirited  his  ad- 
herents, thf^t  they  dispersed,  and  an  cod  was  pat  to  the  rebellion 

of  the  Norfolk  laxlkrs. 

After 

*  Blomcdelcl's  "  Bmavt  iojtards  a  Jiidary  »f  Sorfolh,"  8vo.  ISOf^,  ToL  Iff. 
|K  35.    Tljis  edition  wjll  be  alwa>s  lefencd  to  in  tlie  pr<;«ent  volume. 
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AOer  the  secession  of  Hmr^  tkt  Srvetitk,  1o  flie  ihrotic,  » 
ptrs<>i},  uttmed  Simnrf,  coimlerfcitini;  Edward  PlantngeneT,  then 
I  tlr*9e  prbuner  in  the  Tuwer  of  London^  contrived  to  deceive  the 
people  Hi  far,  an  to  iuflucnce  tliem  to  procliittn  him  king,  and 
■ccordiugly  he  was  crowned  at  Duhllti.  Hcnry»  doulitfid  of  the 
b^alty  of  those  iiihabilijrg  ihc  eastern  pait  of  the  country,  or 
•pprc hctisivc  timt  the  pretender  would  attempt  a  landing  on  tliis 
|Hirt  c»f  the  coa^t,  went  iii  person  through  the  counties  of  SiilTulk 
isd  Noffollc.  Having  staid  some  time  at  St.  Edmund's  Bury,  he 
prDCCeded  to  Norwich,  where  he  kqU  \m  Christmas ;  and  thenrc 
went  io  pilgrimage  to  the  cliapelof  our  lack  0f  WaJsinghtmi,  to 
pfvy  for  succour  {  and  nhrn  the  utarm  of  invasion  had  suhstdert, 
he  oent  his  banner  as  an  acJuiow  le<IgTnont  for  his  deliverance ;  and 
ktvtng  left  every  tiitug  f]uid,  lie  returned  to  the  capital  *.  Tw  o 
reWlliotis  broke  out  tn  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Sitth^  owing 
t^asyUcfli  ufentto^n^,  adopted  by  the  nobility  and  gentry,  who 
bid  been  put  in  possession  of  the  abbey  lands.  Though  they 
happened  m  remote  parts  of  the  klugdoiij^  Norfolk  and  Devon,  the 
QMndilence  of  the«e  shew,  iliat  they  tvere  the  con :».'<] uence  of  pre* 
mtn  eoinmnnicalions  and  a  preconcerted  plan.  The  rebels 
liavtiig  imbibed  the  spirit  of  the  ancient  levellers,  at>oli!4hing  cli^ 
tfaidioa  of  nink«>,  they  proceeded  to  execute  their  nenirtous  de- 
1^^  tmder  two  ringleaders,  by  the  names  of  A>f .  Tliey  fi\ed 
ikeir  grand  retidexvous  on  Mousehotd  hcalli^  near  Noni^'ich^ 
Bete  ll»e  elder,  Robert  Ket,  with  atsi^rtaiil  deputies  from  every 
InoMifcti,  held  his  councils  under  a  large  tree,  staled  The  Oak  of 
Utfarmation,  trtm  which  he  pretendo<l  to  atlminbter  justice*  and 
iitued  his  edicts  for  contribulions.  Long  did  tf»e  conntry  hdiotif 
nder  the  exactions,  and  other  acts  of  outrage  conmiilled  by  this 
tMnditli :  all  attempt^)  to  (|ueU  the  insurrection  having  been  h- 
cftctual,  till  a  lar2*e  army  raised  to  procec<i  against  the  Scots,  was 
leal  agaiuM  the  insurgents  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of 
Wlfwkit :  wheti  Robert  Ket  was  taken  and  the  refuels  cfispo rsed. 

ThoSfc 
^Bacon'i  History  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  Fol  S§* 
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encampment,  ivlucb  sltll  retains  tlm  name  of  Blood- gatr.  If  ear 
Wf^ctiiig  are  tbe  remains  of  aoothcr,  consisting  of  n  vuKum  mid 
lossimi,  known  by  tlie  name  of  TheFwa.  Near  it  are  places  c>f 
Mpohurr^  called  Grimes  Graves,  At  Narbury  is  a  small  circular 
fort,  saiil  to  have  been  occnpierl,  if  not  thrown  up,  by  tbe  DaneSp 
when  they  landed  on  Ibis  part  of  the  coast^  A.  D.  J  003. 

Besides  the  military  fortiticalions  in  tbe  county^  several  of  the 
old  bdlb  \ytie  formerly  cr)tompas!»ed  uitli  ino;ils,  and  flieir  en- 
trances  protected  by  towers,  strong  doors,  bridges,  tac  Kem^'mi 
of  some  of  these  features  are  sUlt  preserved  in  Oixborough  HaU^ 
in  SHfknf  ihlL  in  Cmtor  Castir,  in  Baconthorpe  Hall,  Hum- 
Mtmtton  iiuif^  Ga  If  wood.  Scales  Hall,  Finvhem  Hall,  &c. 

Of  tlie  ifia  militartSf  or  fjreat  Rofmin  Road*,  made  for  tbe  con* 
TCnience  of  carriages,  and  fuciHtating  the  marching  of  tbe  ariny» 
few  |>erlect  vestiges  rem»in  in  Norfolk,  But  ns  several  it 
-stations  were  f firmed  within  tbe  county »  no  doubt  can  be 
tained  that  such  roads  once  existed,  tbougli  the  traces  of  most  of 
them  are  now  obliterated*  It  was  the  custom  of  the  Romuns  lo 
iipen  this  kind  of  comiuunication  between  all  their  stations,  and 
many  appearances  of  such  are  still  to  be  aeea  in  those  parts  of  the 
acyoiuing  cpuuty  of  Cambridge  which  abut  upon  tiiis  *  j  mud  tii  a 
ditvctioo  as  ttiou^h  they  had  come  from  llic  eastern  pnrt.  A  grrtt 
JUmnMi  road  connected  the  south  eastern  and  north  iiostem  (tarts 
«f  tie  kiitgdom ;  and  anotlier  formed  a  aiiuilar  communication 
"between  the  north  easlem  and  tbe  south  western  eitiemitii 
This  commencing  on  the  coast  of  Norfolk,  probably  at  Burf 
Yarmoutlij  passed  by  Castor,  and  Is  now  conspicuous  near  Dowok 
ham ;  crossi^ig  the  river  Ouse,  it  pusses  through  the  fefis  inlt» 
Cambridgeshire,  and  proceeding  througli  the  central  ooantiet^ 
joins  the  Julia-strala,  and  teraiinatea  at  St  DaiidV  head»  Sir 
William  Dugdale  says  it  was  diftcovered  in  the  fens  sixty  feel  fkide 
and  three  feet  deep,  and  formed  of  compact  gravel.  Jts  directimi 
Vas  Utym  I>ownbam  in  Norfolk,  through  Pluitficld,  aad  ChaiKe^ 

toj 
•  Ly I tmi'8  Cambi idgrsHire,  pv  44. 
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I 

U>  the  1ii»h  grounds  about  March ;  then  it  proceeded  by  E!doo- 
Hill  to  'Whitllesea  and  Puterbornugh,  from  which  last  plac« 
It  lias  recently  lieen  traced  to  Custor  in  Northamptonshire. 

Of  the  CAimini  minores,  or  vicinal  roads,  some  traces  are  still 
vinble.  What  is  called  Peddn^s-way,  passing  from  Tlietford  by 
Ickborough,  Swaflfbam,  Castle-Arre,  Fringe  Ringshcid,  to  the  sea, 
■ear  Brancasler,  appears  one  of  this  sort.  The  road  leading  by 
Long  Slralton  to  Tasburg,  was  probably  another,  whilst  a  third 
bfancbed  off  from  this  to  the  north-west,  going  through  Marsb- 
ImkI,  Upwell,  and  Elm,  to  Wi»beach.  What  is  called  the  Mlkif- 
^Bty,  has  been  considered  Roman;  but  b  more  likely  of  later  dale, 
and  was  probably  made  for  the  convenience  of  the  devotees,  who 
went  on  pilgrimage  to  the  chapel  of  our  Lady  of  Walsingham. 
It  ia  traceable  in  several  pkices,  and  is  pretty  perfect  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Grimes  Graves. 

Several  bdrrowt,  or  tumuli,  are  to  be  found  in  different  parts 
of  Che  county,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Creek, 
Aomor,  Rudliam,  Sedgeford,  Stif key,  Long-Stratton,  Wceting, 
Norwich,  and  Walsingham.  Tn  some,  which  have  been  opened. 
diiflSerent  relics  have  been  discoverecl,  as  human  bones,  wood- 
asfaeik  >nd  urns  made  of  baked  clay  *.  These  were  sometimes 
encompassed  with  large  stones,  forming  a  sort  of  cell,  or  kist- 
vaen ;  and  in  some  of  the  barrows  have  been  discovered  missile 
iDStranieiib,  witli  implements,  which  are  considered  by  some  anli- 
qoaries  to  have  been  originally  employed  in  sacrifico. 

On  Household  Heath,  near  Nonvich,  arc  many  excavations  ia 
the  earth,  which  Mr.  King  and  some  otiier  authors  have  called 
kidmg  pits,  or  British  caves.  Several  of  a  similar  character  ar» 
to  be  seen  on  the  downs  of  Wiltshire  and  Dorsetshire. 


Ecclesiastical  History  and  Juhisdiction  of  the 
Diocese;  with  a  brief  account  of  the  Bishops,  &c. — Soon  aOer 

the 

*  In  the  year  Itiod,  Dr.  Browne  published  an  accoont  of  some  of  these  in 
a  iiMdl  volume,  cDtitli*H,  *'  Hydriotaphia,  U]'iu-Burlali,  or  a  Disamrt 
^f  the  SfpulcknJl  Ui^et  kUdyfimnd  ia  yor/olk;'  Sfc, 
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tlic  Mttleineut  of  the  Saxons  in  £ut-Aoglia»  the  Chrktian  reli- 
gioo  was  introduced  into  this  part  of  the  island ;  and  it  is  related, 
that  Sigibertp  son  of  Roderic,  kin^i:  of  the  East-Angle^  was  the 
first  to  establish  it  here.  He  had  been  banished  by  bis  eldert 
brother  Eqienwald  into  France,  where  he  contracted  an  intimacy 
with  a  religious  Burgundian,  named  Fblix,  who  prevailed  on  him 
to  adopt  the  Christiau  fiiith. 

On  the  death  of  Erpenwald,  Sigebert  returned  to  Britain,  and 
was  elected  in  the  room  of  his  brother,  king  of  East-Anglia.  Hii 
predilection  after  his  conversion  increa^  towards  Felia,  who  liad 
accompanied  him  from  France.  He  first  made  him  chaplain  and 
confessor,  and  then  encouraged  hmi  to  undertake  the  convenioa 
of  hb  subjects.  Upon  this  arduous  task,  so  congenni  to  his 
mind,  FeUx  cheerfully  entered.  Charmed  by  the  impressive  elo- 
quence of  the  evangelist,  and  incited  by  the  royal  example,  mi- 
merous  converts  were  soon  made,  schools  vere  instituted,  and 
churches  erected  fur  public  worsliip.  Over  these  Felix  was  ap- 
poiuled  to  preside,  under  the  title  of  bishop;  and,  afler  having 
been  consecrated  by  Honorious,  Archbishop  of  Canterbuij, 
A.D.  630,  be  fixed  bb  seat  or  see  at  SUlhntow,  afUnvaidi 
called  i>imiririh,  in  the  county  of  Sufiblk.  Such  was  hn  piety 
and  seal,  and  so  extensive  was  the  fame  he  acquired  by  hb 
eminent  services  in  the  church,  that  atler  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  year  i^AJ,  he  was  caaoni^l  as  a  samt,  and  hb  fes- 
tival, which  was  annually  kept,  stands  on  the  Sth  of  March  in  the 
Romish  calendar.  Of  thU  learned  and  pious  prelate  Uardyngt 
thus  versifies : 

**  At  Doamok  thcfc,  was  Felix  first  b%'sbop 
Of  FMtaneU.  and  taagfal  ibe  Chrystca  ftyth 
That  a  full  hye  in  Hevcn,  I  bcpe." 

Crmmide  m  Mdn^  np.  9t. 

e.  Thomas,  who  hjui  been  deacon  to  />/ar,  succeeded  him. 
Havin!*  been  iuitiate<l  and  trdineil  up  in  the  Chrbtian  doctriae 
under  Paulinus  Archbishop  of  York,  to  whom  he  bad  been  ap- 
pointed 


r 


NORFOLK.  17 

pointed  deacon,  on  tke  expulsion  of  that  metropolitan  from  hb 
iee»  Thomas  served  the  same  ofEce,  under  Feiix,  till  bis  death. 
AAer  presiding  five  years  be  died  in  653,  and  was  succeeded  by 
BoNiPACBi  who  IS  called  by  Dede  Benigel;  by  Florence  of 
Worcester,  BirtgU  ;  and  by  Godwin,  BregiL  Ho  was  a  natifo 
of  Kent,  a  |)riest  of  Canterbury,  and  consecrated  by  the  arch- 
bishop of  that  tee  by  DeuadediU  A.D.  653  *  ;  and  dying,  A.D. 
669,  was  succeeded  by -Bis us,  or  Bota,  who  was  consecrated  by 
Theodore,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  In  his  dcduinig  yean» 
growing  uifirm,  and  inadequate  to  perform  the  hibours  of  his 
dioceae,  lie  obtained  permissiou  to  divide  it  mto  two  sees ;  fixbg 
the  one  at  Dunwich,  and  the  other  at  North  Elmham,  in  Norfolk. 
Subsequent  to  this  partition  of  the  East-Anglian  diocese,  the 
bishops  of  North  Elmiiam  were  the  following : — 

1.  Bbdwinus,  BaidiDinus,  or  Beadwine,  was  consecrated  673» 
and  asnsted  Acca,  in  675,  to  place  Uie  veil  upon  the  head  of  St. 
Ossyth.  Pitts  gives  him  a  high  character  for  profound  leamuig, 
«nd  exemplary  virtue ;  and  asserts,  that  by  his  numerous  writings 
though  his  works  are  now  lost,  he  contirmed  many  people  in  the 

Cfariitian  faith. 

S.  NoRTHBERTUS,  Northkert,  or  Rotkheri,  succeeded  Bed- 
viniis  some  time  after  the  year  Gj^, 

3.  Hedulacus,  Hadulac,  or  Haiholac,  was  bishop  of  this 
>ee  at  the  time  Bede  completed  his  Ecclesiastical  History,  A.  D. 
Til. 

4.  Edelfridus,  EihelfniA,  or  EthelfertK  succeeded;  and 

2.  Lamferthus,  ox  Lameferd,  followed;  but  at  what  time 
^  sxA  satisfactorily  ascertained. 

C  Athelwalfus  or  MtMwolph  occupied  the  see  in  811 ; 
fc^v*  in  that  year,  as  a  witness  of  confirmation,  he  signed  the 
^iasrter  granted  by  Kenulph,  King  of  Menii,  for  founding  the 
B^CMiastery  of  Winchcombe,  in  the  county  of  Gluccstcrf- 

"VouXI.    Jan.  1 809.  B  7- Unfertus, 

*  Prideaus'i  History  of  East-Aogliai  fo.  151. 
r  Atkyns't  History  of  Olouccsterahiro,  p.  436.  Sod  Edit. 
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J.  UkfertCis,  Alherih^  or  Alcar,  was  bishop  nlxjtit  ll^e  y«if 
787;  <or  Jic  aUendied  in  lliat  year  liic  sjnod  of  C!ovesboc,  ia 
the  county  of  Berks,  which  Oflii,  a  Kiug  of  Mercia,  convened 
for  the  purpose  of  erecUng  a  oew  bbhopric  at  Licbtield»  in  Um 
coaaty  oi  Stafibnl  *. 

8.  StBBA,  Sibban,  or  Si^a,  sal  is  the  year  8 1 6. 

5*  IIcNFRRTH,  Flimfnd,  or  Hnjred^  was  coDsecrated  by  >W- 
/rr«t  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  aiid  was  \Wmg  m  the  year  824. 

10.  UUMDERT,  or  Humbtift  was  consecrated  about  the  ycif 
8^6.  He  perfonued  the  ceremony  of  crowning  Kdiuund,  King  of 
Ibc  EBst-AngkS)  December  the  25th»  A.  D.  85^:  aiid»  togettier 
wiUi  thai  nionarcb,  fighting  m  delvnce  of  Christi»nily»  were  »biD^ 
"November  ::oth,  A*D.  870,  or,  as  slated  by  Godwin,  87i.  Ou 
account  of  snRbring  in  the  defbuce  of  Irulh,  ttiey  were  consi- 
dered by  the  church  as  marlyrs  to  the  ftiitb ;  and  acconhit|^ly 
both  were  canoniiced  as  saints.     After  the  death  o    St.  Humbert, 

11.  Wybred,  Wyredi  or  Wildredwtts  appointed  bishop  of  both 
Iht  sees  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk ;  which  liaving  nnitrd,  bt  dxetl 
the  episcopal  seal  at  Elmham  f. 

From  the  confusion  of  tlie  times,  owing  to  the  rcptuleil 
inroads  of  the  Danes^  the  accounts  at  this  period,  iiidtiding 
some  time  previous,  as  well  as  tubfivfjuent  to  it,  are  extremely 
inaccurate,  and  in  many  iostanccf  contradictory.  Godwin  as- 
serts, that  by  reason  of  the  Duntsh  tnciursions,  the  two  sets  of 
Dunwich  and  Ehnham  were  void  for  nearly  a  century  |.  Thre 
statement,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  is  probable, 
because  the  Danes  then  possessed  East-Anglia*  On  the  otlier 
hand,  it  is  not  likely,  that  the  Archbisliop  of  Cftnterbtiry,  whtlt 
Danish  possession  wns  considered  usurpation,  would  permit 
the  sees  to  be  void,  or  tbe  Christians,  who  fted  from  Itic 
pagan  persecution,  to  be  without  spiritual  ^ides ;  nor  Ibo^e  piw^ 
tors,  who  escaped  with  them,  to  exerci!ie  their  functions,  exclnsTTW 
of  episcopsd  guidance  and  control*     \VhaitoD,  witb  more  reason, 

observei^ 
*  Godwni  de  Pnwulit>is  Anglicinii. 


f  Whvtoa>  iUiglJa  Sacia,  Vol.  1.  fo.  404. 
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^bseirea,  on  a  view  of  the  succession  list,  that  as  it  is  CTlJent 
HnfiilMit  and  Wereniuml  both  died  about  870 ;  and  that  thes€ 
prelatra  were  conjointly  succeeded  by  Wybred  or  Wilred:  if 
tbe  tetter  lived  to  a  mature  age,  there  exists  no  necessity  fior  sup- 
posing such  a  vacancy  to  liave  iiappcncd ;  fur  tiius  bishpps*  of 
Efanham  appear  to  have  exisled  agreeably  to  the  period  persons 
mighl  be  reasonably  supposed  to  have  lived,  including  the  tinM 
that  Tbeodred  migfat  have  been  bishop,  prior  to  the  year  945*. 

Bishop$  of  Elmham  after  the  Union  of  the  See$» 

U  THlODRBd  the  first,  or  T^odred,  is  reported  to  have  been 
SB  eyo-wknesB  of  St.  Edmund's  corpse  being  found  nncorrupt ; 
frfieo,  having  fasted  tliree  days,  lie  washed  the  saint's  body,  and 
clothing  it  with  fresh  garments,  reposiled  it  m  the  same  coffin, 

2.  TUBODSBO  the  second,  sumamed  the  Good,  was  first 
Bishop  of  London,  and  then  of  Elmham ;  both  of  which  he  held 
tin  be  died»  sometime  aAcr  A.  D.  9^2  f. — In  the  catalogueta 
given  by  most  writers  upon  the  subject,  both  the  Tbeodreds.have 
been  misplaced  in  point  of  time,  Athulf  having  been  inserted 
before  them ;  which  has  occasioned  such  confusion  in  assigning 
ibtes  to  events,  connected  with  their  lives,  that  Wharton  was 
indoced  to  confess,  after  a  long  and  fruitless  enquiry,  the 
exact  period  was  not  known,  when  the  Tbeodreds  sat  as  bishops 
of  Elmham  |. 

3.  Athulf,  Adulf,  or  Eadvlf,  has  been  erroneously  placed  as 

B  2  sitting 

*  Wltarton's  Anglia  Sacra,  p.  480. 

t  Wi  ii  sIMed  i*  tke  Wbite  Register  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Edtnumrs 

Bofy.    UtiiUrum  Albiun,  fol.  VI,  i.    From  tlie  Bishop's  Will,  it  appears, 

tfatt  be  held  the  Bbhepric  of  Elmliam  in  comfonufam  with  that  of  London. 

And  thii  prolwbly  had  l>een  the  caw  iu  mure  instances,  during  those  trou^ 

Ueiy  wldch  prevented  bishops  residing,  or  cxercijiin^  jiurisdiction  in  East- 

Angfia ;  some  other  prelate  being  regiilap]y  a|>pointed  Nhiidr  bishop  of  this 

tot,  till  a  diocesan  was  able  to  resume  hi*  seat  and  his  fuuctions  within  the 

province. 

t  Anglia  Sacta,  Vol.1,  p.  405. 
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sitting  prior  K>  the  Tlieodreds  in  tlib  see ;  for,  im  lii»  epUfpsS 

character,  he  signed  King  Edgar's  charter  to  the  church  of  Tork^ 

granted  in  the  yenx  963.    Weever  says,  that  he  constantly  resided 

at  Elnihani  * ;  and  was  appointed  by  King  Edwy,  in  the  year 

966. 

4.  Alfbic,  Alflrid,  or  AUfric,  was  one  of  the  number  who 
signed  and  confirmed  the  cliarter  of  King  Edgar  to  the  Abbey  of 
Croyland,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln.  He  had  been  a  monk  of 
Glastonbury  Abbey,  in  Sonicrsetslnre,  and  died  A.  D.  97^,  at  tlie 
dose  of  King  Edgar'»  reign. 

5.  Athelstake,  Edelstane,  or  Eistanr,  was  consecrated  the 
latter  part  of  the  same  year ;  for  Thomas  of  Ely  says,  he  was 
bishop  in  the  time  of  Edgar ;  and  that  monarch  died  at  tlie 
end  of  975. 

6.  St.  Aloarc,  or  Afgare,  wlio  had  been  confessor  to  Duostan, 
Arehbishop  of  Canterbury^  was  promoted  to  this  see  in  the  year 
1012;  and  in  1018  he  signed  the  charter  granted  by  King  Ca- 
nute to  the  church  of  Canterbury.  He  resigned  the  bishop- 
ric, and  retired  to  the  monastery  of  Ely,  where  he  died  on 
ChrismasEve,  A.D.  I0!2fl. 

7.  Alfwin,  Elf  win,  or  Eldwin,  succeeded  Ihe  same  year. 
He  renMved  the  body  of  St.  Edmund  from  the  monastery  of 
Bury,  and  by  translating  it  to  Loudon,  placed  it  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  sacrilegious  Danei  Earl  Turketil,  who  at  that  time 
exercised  his  ravages  over  the  whole  province  of  East-Anglia. 
Alfwin,  for  his  meritorious  conduct,  had  lieen  appointed  by  his 
predecessor  in  the  see  to  the  important  trust  of  Ciutos  c<ny<yn$ 
Sancti  Edmundi,  regis  Sf  marti/ri,  t.  e.  Guardian  of  King  Ed- 
mund, tlie  holy  martyr's  corpse.  This  prelate  was  a  decided 
friend  and  partizan  of  the  monks,  or,  as  tliey  were  called,  the  Re- 
gitiars,  against  the  Srculars  ;  bestowing  upon  them  distinguished 
favours.  To  the  monastery  of  Bury  he  granted  exemption  from 
all  spiritual  jurisdiction  ;  and  extended  the  same  privilege  to  the 
iubabitants  of  the  town,  and  for  a  mile  in  diameter  round  it : 

which 

*  Foiftral  MoDumentSi  4to.  |^.  &1  fc. 
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^bicti  prtvilegtd  lerKlorv,  according  to  the  prevailing  cmlom, 
"Mfin  discriiiunalctl  by  four  Crossrs,  erccleiJ  al  the  extreiniUe*  of 
tli«  line  of  ikmjrcalion.     He  resided,  or  di«d,  A.D.  103'^*- 

8.  Alfhic,  Uie  second,  Aifjric^  or  Aluric^  succeeded,  and 
-ciUsd  A.D.  1038. 

.9-  Alfric,  the  tbird,  sumaiiied  the  LUtfe,  who  had  previously 
%9evn  prior  of  Ely  Abbey,  died  A.  D,  1 1 3p  f. 

10.  Stigand,  who  was  chaplain  (o  King  Harold  Hiirefoot, 
having  obtained  tJiii  see  by  ajmony,  waa  ejected  by  Kifig  Har- 

dicanute  iii  the  year  1040 1. 

11.  Grimketel,  Grimkttllf,  or  GrunkeUl,  held  it  in  toni- 
iRendam  wfth  liie  bisliopnc  of  the   SoiUh  Sajrons,  during  the 

remiiiudcr  of  Hurdtcaimte's  reign  ;  but  on  the  death  of  that 
moiuircb,  Stigund  having  obtained  power  under  Edward  the 
Cotifceaor.  was  restored,  and  appointed  chaplain  to  thi?  King, 
aod  fjreferred  to  Wincliester.  tii  10*0,  he  was  dcjmved  of  his 
nritre,  and  died  nt  Winchester  the  satne  year  §. 

12.  £grlmar»  AUinar,  or  Altnnr,  on  the  advancement  of 
his  brother  Stigand,  succeeded  iu  the  year  1 067 ;  but  Wits 
•hortly  after,  by  a  synod  held  al  Winchester,  for  no  other  crime 
iban  comangvinihf  or  connithiaUty^  also  degraded,  and  deprived 
of  holy  orders  |j.  The  crimes  oUedged  against  liiin  were,  that 
be  was  tlie  brother  of  Stigand,  who  had  sided  with  Earl  Morcar, 
and  that  be  ha<l  married  previous  to  his  accepting  the  bishopric! ! 
On  the  deposition  of  E«ehnar, 

13.  HuRFAST,  or  Atfiiitt,  chaplain  to  William  the  Conqueror, 
•m*  made  bishop  at  Easter,  1070.  In  compliance  of  an  order  in 
-JL  council,  held  by  Ijitifranfc,  tlial  all  episcopal  sees  should  Lre 

B  3  removed 


*  Diti^iliilc's  Monaslicon  AngUcaRimi,  Vol.  I.  p.  iOi. 

VtogUiTam  de  Pincltcbck,  fbl.  3^C. — ^TIimg  tlirec  bave  gt neralJy  been 
tnfeiUwIH  as  one  person. 

t  Dirft  History  of  CanterUtiry,  foK  115,  ^vhere  is  a  long  accoant  of  tbif 
'Bi&k'ip. 

i  DngH.  Moraa^t.  Aagl.  Vol.  I.  p.  196. 

y  Brady's  Hl&toh-  of  England,  p.  21 1 
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Kmoved  frotn  villages  to  th^  nrast  eminent  cities  or  towns  in  tii# 
respective  dioceses,  Herfa^  trauslated  the  see  of  Elmkum  t» 
Thistford.  He  was  by  birth  a  Norman,  a  great  fiivorite  of 
tbe  Conqueror's,  and  Chancelior  of  England.  He  died  in  the 
^ear  1084,  when 

14.  William  Oalsaous,  BellfagUB  de  Beilafiigo,  or 
Beau/o,  was  appobted  in  1085,  and  consecrated  the  foUowing 
jear.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Conqueror's  favourites;  bad  been 
bis  chaplain,  and  was  afterwards  made  Chancellor.  Uis  immoufe 
wealth,  at  his  death,  which  happened  A.  D.  1091,  washy  his  WiU 
divided  between  bis  family  and  see.  In  his  time,  4he  celebrated 
survey,  called  Domesday,  was  made,  in  which,  at  folio  145»  b 
contained  an  enomeration  of  the  estates  then  belonging  to  tlM 
bishopric;  and  at  folio  148,  is  an  account  of  the  lands  of  tht 
said  William,  either  in  fee  or  inheritance.  As  many  of  tbft 
latter  were  bequeathed  to  the  bishopric,  the  revenues  of  the 
see  at  that  period  may  nearly  be  ascertained.  All  these  were 
■lienated  in  the  exchange  made  by  Heury  the  Eighth. 

Bishops  «/*  Norwich.— l.  Herbert  Losinga,  haviqg 
removed  the  see  from  Thelford  to  Norwidh  and  through  tbt 
favour  of  Roger  Bigod,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  obtained  by  grant  and 
purchase  certain  laudti,  called  Cowholm,  he  commenced  the 
execution  of  his  favourite  plan  of  building  a  magniliccut  calfae* 
dral.  The  first  stone  was  laid  by  the  Bishop  in  tlie  year  1096, 
with  this  inscription  engraved  upon  it,  commemorative  of  the 
event: 

"  DeMiNus  Hebbertus  posuit  primum  lapii^cm, 
In  nomike  Patris,  Filii,  £t  Spiritl's  Sanctj. 
Amen." 

He  erected  a  palace  also  for  his  residence  on  the  north  side,  and 
a  monastery  on  the  south  side,  which  he  provided  with  sixty 
monks ;  all  which  proceedings  were  confirmed  by  Pope  PaschaL 
He  was  abbot  of  Ramsay  and   Lord  Chancellor,  and  dying, 

A.D. 
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A.'D.'1119»  was  buried  b«fore  the  high  aftar  of  hb  new  ca- 
tfeednO. 

2.  Ebokarb,  or  £¥«bard,  Archdeacon  of  SalisiNiry,  after  a 
"vaoaocy  of  nearly  three  ^^ears,  was  ad^tinced  to  the  see^  bemg  coo* 
mecnUed  June  12tfa,  llSl.  In  this  |>relate's  time  the  Jews  cruoi-* 
fied  a  hnjt  mmed  Williani,  who  being  considered  a  martyr,  and 
canonised,  brought  mach  profit  to  the  church,  by  the  numerous 
^aignimagm  made  annually  oa  tim  occasion.  Eborard  divided  the 
Jlrcbdaaconry  of  Suffollc  into  two.  He  was  tlie  founder  of  tha 
Itofpilal,  and  church  of  St.  Paul,  in  Norwich ;  and  a  great  bene- 
"fiKftr  1o  the  monastery,  which  had  been  endowed  by  bis  prcde* 
lessor.  He  retired  from  liis  diocese  to  Fountain's  Abbey,  in  tba 
comity  of  YoHc,  where  he  died,  October  1 2,  1 149. 

3.  William  TtRBUS,  DeTktrba  ViUa,  or  TuherviUe,  a  prior 
af  Norwich,  was  elected  by  the  monks  in  the  year  1 146,  on  tba 
restgnalioB,  or,  as  some  assert,  the  deposition  of  Eborard.  Ha 
was  a  strong  partisan  and  advocate  of  Beckett  tlie  arrogant 
Ar^biflhop  of  Cauterbory  ;  who,  though  banbhed,  Iiad  so  much 
influence  over  Turbus,  as  to  instigate  him  to  excommunicate  the 
Earl  of  Norfolk,  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  some  other  nobles: 
^M*  wliiefa  Ik  was  forced  to  fly  to  his  monastery  for  sanctuary,  tiM 
be  ^mnd  nfieans  to  appease  the  King's  wrath.  In  confirmation  of 
tha  Charter  of  Cm-cnaats,  between  King  Stephen  and  Henry 
Dnke  of  Normandy,  he  signed  before  the  Bishop  tf  Land&m ; 
wbich  is  a  proof,  that  precedence  then  took  place  of  Mtniority 
on  tha  beach.  In  the  year  1171,  the  cathedral  was  much  da- 
nnged  by  accidental  fire;  and  before  it  could  be  tlioroughtj 
repaired,  the  Bishop  died,  A.  D.  1 IZ^^*  and  was  interred  on  tha 
tiortii  side  of  the  choir. 

4.  John  of  Oxford,  Dean  of  Salisbuiy,  was  elected  No- 
"Vember  26,  1175.  His  surname  he  derived  from  the  place  of 
lais  birth.  He  took  part  with  Henry  the  Second  against  tlic  inso- 
lent Becfcat ;  by  which  he  greatly  ingratiated  himself  with  lib 
SKiivereign.  The  King,  desirous  of  tiaving  the  laws  of  his  realm 
strictly  executed,  and  a  more  impartial  administration  of 
B  4  justice. 
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justice,  appelated  the  Bl&hop^  of  Norwich,  Ely,  and  Winchester 
his  three  principal  justices  for  the  pur|>ose.  John  built  the 
church  of  the  Holj^  Trinity  iii  Ipswich ;  was  a  great  l>enefactor  to 
the  epigcopal  coovcat  at  Norwich  ;  and  completed  tlie  reparatioii 
of  the  damages,  which  the  cathedral  had  sustained  in  the  time  of 
the  preceding  bisln)p.  He  died  June  2,  1200,  and  lies  buried 
in  the  choir,  near  the  remaios  of  Bishop  Turbua, 

5.  John  DS  Gbet  was  promoted  to   the  »ee  by  King  J 
and  consecrated  September  2 ith,  12D0.     He  built  the  palace  of 
Gnywood,  near  Lynn ;  obtained  a  charter  to  make  that  town  a  ■ 
free  borough;  and  procured  the  liberties  of  Magna  Charta  for 
bis  dioce5e.     These  concessions  the  King  was  induced  to  grant,  ^ 
either  to  obtain  favors,  or  in  return  for  some  he  had  received,  f 
The  wealth  of  ibis  prelate  had  been  of  great  service  to  the  mo- 
narch during  his  troubles;  and  for  various  loans  he  had  obtained, 
be  pledged  to  the  Bishop  the  regalia^  y\z.  \m  great  crown,  tlie 
gilt  swordf  the  surcoat,  cloak,  dalmatic,  girdle,  sandali*  glovei^ 
and  spurs.     Tlie  Bishop  died  at  Poiclou,  October  I8tb,  1314, 
After  his  death  llie  see  was  vacant  seven  years ;  when 

6*  PANDtJLFHUs,  sumamed  ATase^,  %n  Jlalian,  was  coDa«> 
crated  May  2i)th,  I '2*22.  He  was  sent  to  England  as  legate  by  tlie 
Pope,  on  account  of  the  deposition  of  Langtoo,  Archbbhop  of  Can- 
terbury, by  King  John,  While  at  Rome,  to  have  hit  eleclioo  to 
this  see  confirmed,  on  his  representation,  that  it  was  greatly  ixi 
debt,  he  obtained  a  grant  of  tlie  whoW Jtrntfrviis  of  the  clergy 
in  hts  diocese,  for  himself  and  successors ;  and  the»e  remained 
attached  to  the  prelates  till  the  time  of  Henry  the  Eiglitb.  He 
died  in  Italy,  Sepleiuber  16,  ]'2'26  ;  but  tva^  brought  to  England 
for  intermt:ut,  and  was  buried  iji  his  cathedral. 

7.  Thomas  db  Blandkvill,  or  BlmnvUlf^  wu  conse- 
crated A*  D.  \2'26^  and  died  August  idtli,  U':;d,  wh«n 

8.  Ralfo  was  elected  in  his  stead,  and  died  the  next  year, 

9.  William  DE  Haleigh  obtained  the  bishopric.  aAerthrct 
years  contesting  his  right.  He  granted  an  indulgence  of  twenty 
dajs  pardon  to  oil  persons  in  his  diocese,  who  %ould  contribute 

towards 
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towards  lite  bnitding  of  St.  Paul's  clfurcb  m  London.  Hence  it 
vpfMtars,  that  bhfwps  at  well  as  popes^  in  lho$>c  times  of  super- 
ititionj  confd  gire  a  licence  to  sin  with  impunity :  *'  iiinc  lacfiryntae 
rerum  ! !  T'  Being  translated  to  Wiucliester,  be  there  died  soon 
niter  ]ii«  inducttoo. 

10.  Walter  de  Suthfield,  or  Sttffifld^  was  ckclcd  bj 
Ibe,  monks,  and  consecrated  in  tlie  year  1 244.  He  obtained  for 
4be  bbliopric  a  charter  of  free  warrtn  to  himself  and  iuccessora. 
By  the  command  of  Pope  luDocent,  be  draw  up  a  general  and 
particular  valuation  of  all  the  ecclesiastical  revenues  in  the  king- 
dom :  which,  after  receiving  ibe  pupal  conlirraation,  was  called 
Ibe  Norwich' Inquatt ;  aad  subsequently  became  the  ralio  of 
clerical  taxation.  He  erected,  aud  cudowe^l  the  Hospital  of  St, 
6Ue$  for  poor  pilgrims,  aud  built  the  chapel  of  the  blessed  virgin 
in  the  cathedral ;  and  dying  May  ISlh,  1257i  was  interred  in  his 
diapel  before  I  he  high  altar. 

11.  Simon  de  VValtonk,  or  Wanton,  was  consecrated 
in  1258:  after  sitting  nearly  eight  years,  he  died  in  1265,  and  was 
buried  by  tlie  side  of  bis  predecessor,  in  the  same  chujR'l. 

12.  RofiRR  DB  SkerewiNG,  or  Skeming;,  prior  of  Norwich, 
appoijiied,  and  confirmed  by  the  pope's  legate  the  same  year. 

ifi  bit  lime,  several  dreadful  eQ'ra\s  happened  between  the 
ctlizeus  and  mouks,  in  one  of  which  the  calliedral  \va^  burnt. 
He  died  Januai^  22ud,  1^78 ;  and  was  buried  Dear  Bis^bop 
Suffield. 

13.  William  Middleton,  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  suc- 
ceeded February  ?*lh,  1278,  The  cathedral  having  been  partially 
repaired,  be  vras  enthroned  at  Norwich ;  and  re-dedicated  the 
church  for  diviue  worjthip,  in  presence  of  the  king  and  f]uecn  and 
the  principal  iiobilily,  who  were  a^serubled  ou  the  occ^^iou.  He 
died  September  l«t,  1288,  and  was  interred  in  St,  Mary's  chajiel. 

14.  Ralph  de  Walpolk,  or  IVufpoof,  archdeacon  of  Eiy,  was 
«lccted  November  llth,  fiKS,  and  lransl*led  to  Ely  in  i2D9. 
From  him  are  descended  the  present  noble  family  of  the  WaU 

15.  John 


ttS  HOBfOUC. 

15.  loHX  SALOMON,  Of  Saimtm,  prior  of  Elj,  was  cbbscn  hf 
the  interest  of  Pope  Boniface,  tlie  same  yetar.  He  enlarged,  or 
rebuilt  the  palace  at  Nonricli,  was  foQoder  of  the  Ckainel  bousr, 
■ow  the  free  school;  and  dying  July  6th,  1325,  after  a  long  sitting 
of  twenty-six  years,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  buried  in  tbe 
chapel  of  his  own  palace. 

16.  Robert  de  Baldok  was  elected  Jnly  21st,  1525,  and 
confirmed  by  the  archbishop;  but  waftng  his  election  hi  snb^ 
AHSsion  to  the  po)>e,  he  resigned  September  3rd,  in  the  saaoe  year* 

17.  William  db  Ayrminnb,  or  Ermine,  was  made  bidM|% 
A.  D.  1325.  By  permission  from  the  king,  he  enclosed  hw  paiaoe^ 
cathedral,  &c.  with  Stone  walls*  and  fiNrtified  them  with  cmbattM 
parapets ;  in  wbidi  state  they  long  rennuned  a  monument  of  the 
fefiociotts  manners  of  the  times.  He  died  March  27lfa,  1336^  mi 
Iki  buried  before  the  high  altar  in  the  cathedral. 

18.  Thomas  Hemenhale,  a  monk  of  Norwich,  was  elected 
April  5th,  1337 ;  but  while  at  Rome,  endeaTounug  to  get  his 
election  confirmed,  he  gave  in  hb  resiguation,  and  accepted  at 
lieu  the  see  of  Worcester. 

19.  Anthony  db  Beck,  or  Beke,  was  appombed  bishop  of 
Konvich  by  papal  mandate,  A.  D.  133/.  He  was  a  man  of  the 
most  imperious  temper,  and  quarrelling  with  the  monks,  was,  as 
supposed,  by  their  instigation,  poisoned  by  bis  own  servants,  at 
his  seat  of  Hevingham,  A.  D.  1343 ;  and  lies  buried  in  the  ca- 
thedral. 

20.  William  Bateman,  dean  of  Lincoln,  by  an  unanimous 
vote  succeeded  him  Ihe  same  year.  He  was  a  great  benefiictor  \m 
the  nunnery  of  Flixton  in  South  Elmham,  and  gave  the  nuns  li 
body  of  statutes  for  their  regulation ;  and,  A.  D.  1347»  founded 
Trinity  Hall  in  Cambridge,  for  the  express  purpose  of  supplying 
lib  diocese  with  persons  properly  qualified  to  discbarge  the  im- 
)M>rtant  duUes  of  parochial  cures.  He  died  at  Avignon  iu  Pro- 
vence, while  on  an  embassy  to  the  pope,  A.  D.  1354. 

21.  Thomas  Percy,  youngest  brother  of  tlie  Earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland succeeded,  though  but  Iweuly-two  years  of  age,  by 

a  papal 
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•  pafnl  deckmioa,  A.  D.  1355.  He  repaired  the  cboir,  which 
lad  bMsa  mucli  diaiaged,  aod  erected  the  ff«/i/e  of  ibe  cathedni, 
which  liaiJ  been  blown  down  by  a  violent  wind,  in  tbe  year  136 1. 
He  died  at  Btofield,  August  8th,  1369,  and  was  buried  imiBe- 
dntely  In  front  of  the  rood  loft  in  the  cathedral.  After  the  see 
lad  been  vacant  a  short  time  it  was  fiUed  by 

22.  Hbnbt  Spenckr,  or  Le  Spencer,  a  prebendary  of  Solii- 
bury,  who  was  consecrated  by  the  pope  iu  person,  Biarch  l6^, 
UTIQ.  In  an  aid,  granted  throughout  the  kmgdoai  to  the  kiug's 
Me^  tiMS  prckte  certified  for  his  diocese,  that  it  contained  in 
Norfolk  806  parishes,  and  in  Suffolk  515;  and  each  county  m-qs 
awoidingly  rated.  He  look  a  very  active  part  in  tbe  pontifical 
var^e  between  the  Urhankts  and  tlie  Clementines,  beading  an 
acny  in  France  on  the  occasion.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  aealot, 
an  avowed  enemy  to  innovation,  and  so  rigorous  in  his  measures 
against  LoUardiaui,  that  he  enjoined  Sir  Thomas  Erpiugham,  as 
a  penance  f»r  his  favoring  Wickiiffe,  to  build  the  Gate  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  college  precinct,  which  still  goes  by  the  knigbt*a 
name.  He  died  August  *2%  1406,  and  was  inlerred  before  the 
liigh  altar  on  the  south  side  of  the  founder's  tomb.  He  was  tbe 
£iat  prelate  who  quartered  the  episcopal  arms  with,  his  own. 

23.  Albxander  de  Totington,  prior  of  Norwich,  was  im- 
mediately elected,  but  not  admitted  to  his  spiiiiualities  till  I40r, 
nor  to  liis  temporalities  till  1406.  He  expended  large  sums  in 
arpairing  the  episcopal  manor  liouses  and  palaces,  which  weae 
greatly  dilapidated,  through  the  negligence  of  his  predeoessori. 
He  died  in  the  year  1413,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Mary's  chapd,  at 
the  east  end  of  the  catbedral. 

24.  Richard  de  Courtney,  or  Courtenej,  chancellor  of 
Oxford,  was  made  bishop,  A.  D.  1413,  and  died  suddenly  at  tbe 
ai^e  of  Harfleur,  September  14tli,  1415. 

25.  John  Wakertnc,  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  was  elertad 
hj  the  monks,  A.  D.  1416.  He  was  coiiiirmed  by  ihednrchbigkop, 
owing  to  a  schism  which  tlien  existed  in  tbe  papal  bierarcby: 
three  popes  at  the  same  tune  preferiug  a  kgal  claim  te  the  papal 

chair. 
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cbair,  n  the  lineal  deseendaots  of  St  Peter !  He  built  that  part  of 
.the  cloister  which  extended  from  the  palace  to  the  door  of  the 
cathedral ;  omameDted  the  floor  with  a  chequered  pavement  of 
variegated  marble,  and  covered  it  in  with  a  handsome  fretwork 
•roof  of  stone.  He  also  built,  or  beautified,  the  chapter  house, 
which  has  been  demolbhed.  D)riog  April  9lb,  1425,  he  was 
interred  m  Che  cathedral  on  the  south  side  of  the  founder,  before 
the  altar  of  St.  George. 

20.  William  Alnwick,  or  Anewiek,  archdeacon  of  Salis- 
bury, sticceeded  February  27th,  14^6,  by  virtue  of  a  papal  man- 
date. He  sate  ten  years,  and  was  translated  to  Lincoln.  The 
Itn'ncipal  entrance  of  the  palace  was  erected  at  his  expence,  and 
by  his  arms  being  united  with  those  of  ihe  see  on  the  west  end  of 
'the  cathedral,  he  aj^iears  to  tiave  contributed  towards  the  erection 
of  that  also. 

27.  Thomas  Brown,  or  Breut^  bishop  of  Rochester,  was  trans- 
lated by  Pope  Eugenius  the  fourth,  to  the  bishopric  of  Norwich 
by  bull,  dated  September  19th,  1435.  lie  left  a  sum  towards 
the  payment  of  the  city  tax,  and  exhibitions  for  poor  schokirs, 
prosecuting  their  studies  in  the  universities,  who  might  be  natives 
of  the  diocese.  He  died  at  Hoxu^,  A.D.  1445,  and  lies  buried 
at  the  altar  of  St.  William,  before  the  rood-loA,  which  he  had 
erected  in  the  nave  of  the  cathedral.  John  Stanbery,  a 
Carmelite  friar,  was  chosen,  but  uever  conseerated,  owing  to  the 
papal  interference,  which  about  this  period  seems  to  have  been  at 
its  greatest  height. 

28.  Walter  Hart,  or  Lyharf,  master  of  Oriel  eoUege  in 
Oxford,  was  appointed  by  the  pope,  and  consecrated  February 
27th,  1445.  He  paved  the  cathedral,  erected  the  elegant  carved 
roof  of  the  nave,  where  a  hart,  or  deer  coiichant,  in  sculpture, 
alluding  to  his  name,  is  seen  in  several  places.  Dying  May  26th, 
1 172,  he  was  buried  near  his  predecessor  Brown. 

29.  James  Goldwell,  the  Pope's  prolhpnotary,  was  made 
bishop  by  papal  provision,  and  consecrated  at  Home,  by  Sixtus 
tlie  Fonrth,  October  4th,  1472.    Before  he  left  Rome,  be  ob- 
tained 
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Uioed  of  tUe  Pope  a  perpetual  iiidalgeBce,  to  repair  and  oma- 
aient  the  catficdrul,  bj  wliich  he  nas  empowered  to  grant>  to  all 
pcrsoDs  who  frequented  it  aonuaUj  on  Trinity  Sunday  and  Lady- 
day,  twelre  yran  and  forty  d0i/s  pardon,  in  lieu  of  offerings 
made  on  the  occasion ;  and  Laving  received  the  sum  of  2200 
anrks  for  dilafridations,  he  fiui^hed  beautifying  the  tower; 
Biade  llie  elegant  stone-f retted  roof  of  the  choir;  and- ornamented 
the  chapels  on  each  side  of  it ;  especially  that  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Trinity,  in  which  he  was  afterwards  interred.  He  died, 
February  15,  149S,  leaving  tlie  see  to  be  filled,  on  the  refmal  of 
Ckritiopher  Urgwyke,  by 

30.  Thomas  Jane,  Archdeacon  of  Esiaex,  and  Canon  of  Wind- 
sor, who  was  consecrated  July  24,  1  i99,  and  died  September, 
1500 ;  when  his  remains  were  deposited  in  the  cathedral,  accord- 
ing to  his  Will. 

31.  Richard  Nykkk,  or  Nix,  Archdeacon  of  Exeter,  was 
elected,  A.  D.  1500.  In  his  time,  Chorepiscopi  were  first  ap- 
pointed by  Act  of  Parliament,  their  office  answerhig  to  that  of 
suffragans;  which,  prior  to  that  period,  had  been  chosen  at  the 
direction  of  the  diocesan.  During  his  presidency,  the  exchange 
^ras  made  for  alienating  the  revenues  of  the  diocese,  for  the  Ab- 
bacy of  Holme,  by  an  a<!reement  between  him  and  tlie  avaricious 
Henry ;  though  the  actual  alienation  did  not  take  place  till  af^r 
the  appointment  of  his  successor.  Writers  unanimously  concur 
to  brand  this  prelate's  character  with  the  greatest  obloquy.  Of 
bbpenecutiug  spirit,  uo  furtlicr  evidence  need  be  adduced  than 
the  fact,  that,  by  hi.^  sanguinary  jiulgments,  Ayers,  Bingy, 
yorrke,  and  the  amiable  Biliuy,  were  doomed  to  a  fiery  onleal, 
for  only,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  expressing  tliose  sentiments, 
which,  as  they  were  sanctioned  by  conscience,  they  had  a  right 
to  suppose  were  the  dicUilcs  of  truth.  He  died  Jauuary  14, 
1&35,  and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Have.  The  roofs  of  the  north  and  south  ailcs  were  rebuilt  by  him. 

32.  William  Rugo,  or  Kbppbs,  Abbot  of  St.  Bennel's  in 
Holme,  was  one  of  those  Cambridge  divines  who  asusted  in  ob- 
taining. 
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taittiii^,  from  tlie  UHiver^iiy,  the  judgment  King  Htnry  d^nrcd, 
fcspectlug  tirs  marriage  with  bb  Qiu^ru  Catherine ;  for  vfkidi  be 
%nid  honored  with  a  mitre;  agreeing,  at  the  same  time,  to  accept 
the  revetmes  of  his  abbey  in  lieu  of  vIm\sg  bt-'tongiog  to  Ibe  bisli- 
opric.  After  this,  he  resi;^eci  them  iim)  the  see  for  the  pahry 
pittanee  of  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum*  He  died  Seiiiein- 
her  2Ht,  \550,  and  was  buried  in  the  choir  of  the  calbednL 

33.  Thomas  Thirlbt,  ^rst  and  hst  Bhhtfp  of  IVed* 
mimtfrf  was,  by  consent  of  Kiti«  Edward  the  Siicth,  traiiel«le«l  to 
t]|«  lee  of  Noiwich,  the  first  of  April,  1550»  but  was  soon  nmwtd 
to  Ely,  and  ohiaiued  restitution  of  the  tempot^iitjes  of  that  see^ 
in  the  reign  of  Mary,  September  15,  1554.  He  died  hi  IS/O, 
«iid  was  biirieti  in  the  dmucei  of  the  church  of  LambcUi.  Oa 
his  tmnslatioo  to  Ely, 

34.  John  HoptoN,  at  one  lime  Prior  of  the  Doinini<iin 
Monastery,  in  Oxford,  was  elected,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Qtiecn,  the  second  of  October,  1554- ;  and  liaving  been  a 
most  sangwiiiary  jwraecutor  of  the  rrformrd,  <m  the  accession  of 
lUi2abcl]i,  dtetl,  as  is  supposed,  through  fear  of  retaitating 
geance,  and  was  buried  in  the  catheiiraf.  When  the  Dean 
Chapter  elected  for  their  Bbhop, 

35.  Richard  Cox,  D.  D.,  who,  during  the  rage  of  pe«^ 
culion  had  fled  to  FrBnckfort,  in  Germany ;  but,  prerioos  to  lib 
consecration,  the  Queen  preferred  him  to  the  see  of  Ely^  and 
nominated,  as  his  succecssor, 

36.  John  Parkhuust,  D.  D.  He  also  had  retired  to  Zu- 
ffich,  in  Switzerland,  for  conscience  sake.     lie  was  consecrated 

to  this  see,  Septenil)et  the  first,  15^0,  by  Mathcw,  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury ;  Gilbert,  Biibop  of  Bath  and  Wells;  and  Wil- 
liam, Bisliop  of  Exeter.  Having  resided  princi]mlly  at  his  palace 
of  Norwich,  which  be  repaired  and  timch  improved;  he  died 
February  2,  1574,  and  lies  buried  iu  the  nave  of  the  cathedral* 

37.  Edmund  Freke,  or  Freak,  Bishop  of  Rochester,  wm 
translated  to  Norwich,  July  13,  1575,  and  lience  to  llie  see  of 
Worcester,  in  Decentbcr,  15S4« 

38.  Edmund 


S^  Edmcnd  Scamblsb,  BUhop  of  Pelrrborougb,  was 
dented  Bbhop  of  Norwich,  Dreember  15,  1584.  Having  sad 
tiU  1594,  Iw  died  at  his  palace,  Mjy  7,  sttni  Iks  irilcrred  oa  tlM^ 
99Btli  side  of  the  uavv. 

S^K  Wii,LiAM  REJJMAPr,  ArrlMWsieon  of  CaDterbary,  ivas 
«9ecteH  Bisiiop,  Decemlier  17.  1^4,  *uJ  coasccrulefi  iu  Junusirj 
tl»  folbnriiig  ^«ir.     He  cJkrd  it  km  pailvcf,  September  i5,  jC05. 

40.  JoHxS  jKGGONy  Dotii  of  Norwich,  was  consecnited  at 
Limbelba  Febiwir^  30,  1602;  but  the  Queen  dyiiig  iLe  follow- 
img  taoath«  he  was  eouiirmed  iu  hii  bishopric  by  her  succc^ftor, 
Kbg  Jaiue»  the  Fint.  Iu  this  bi9iM>p's  lime  «  Hre  broke  out  m 
Ike  palace  of  Lndham,  in  Norfolk,  which  cou!»unie(t  ttic  whole 
of  the  libriiry,  with  iti  iu»iiu8cript9>  rolls^  ami  iniinj  vJualik 
doctinients  resjiecting  tlie  diocese.  The  secrettiry  aad  cFiRplaiuM 
loflgin^  escaped  the  mvnges  of  l!ic  Qasae^ ;  thos«  apartincttts, 
baviog  bccsn  built  by  Bishop  Frt^ke,  were  tUfd — the  wliole  build- 
mg  bo«ide»  was  covered  mih  tJtaich.  He  died,  sit  A^ye«hatTi« 
Mardb  15t  1617,  and  was  buried  iiftir  tlie  altar  in  tlie  citikncel  0I 
Ibal  clMMvh* 

41.  John  Overall,  BUhop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  WM^ 
Iratislated  to  the  see  of  Norwich^  Muy  21,  16IS,  and  died  May 
12,  1619  ;  and  was  interred  on  the  south  side  of  the  choir,  ucar 
the  steps  of  the  altar. 

42«  Samvel  Hahsnett,  BisTtop  of  Chichester,  was  trani- 
tiled  to  this  see,  August  8,  1^19,  He  spent  most  of  his  time, 
ythea  absent  from  his  dty,  at  Ludham  ;  at  which  palace  be  built 
m  cSiape!,  and  roirsecrated  it  for  divine  worship.  He  sat  till  No- 
itvinberG^  l6^^7,  wh^n  he  was  preferred  to  the  archieplscopidf 
see  of  Ycrrk. 

43,  FllANcts  WvriTE,  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  was  elected' Jnnu- 
wy  22,  r^a:  and  Decetuber  8,  1651 1  translated  to  the  Bishops 
lie  of  Ely,  w  hen 

4-K  RiCHAKD  Corbet,  Bishop  of  Oxford,  was  preferred  to 
Norwich.  He  died  Joly  28,  l635,  and  lies  buried  iu  the  choir, 
Aetr  Ibe  founder's  tomb.     He  left  jundry  pieces  of  facetious 

poetry, 
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poelry^  Mrbicli,  nccorJitig  to  Wood,  were  wriUen  in  his  younger 
years,  and  were  never  intended  for  publication.  However,  afW 
his  death,  Uiey  made  their  appearance,  under  the  title  of  *'  Portiea 
Stromata,*'  or  a  Collection  of  "  Sundry  Pieces  of  Poetry,  Lend. 
1647-8,  &€."  And,  last  }^ar,  a  more  complete  ediUoB,  with  nu- 
merous interesting  Notes,  an«l  a  Life  of  the  Author,  was  pul>- 
lisbed  by  Octavius  Gilchrist,  Esq.  F.S.A.;  a  gentleman  who  ha* 
therein  evinced  niucEi  erudition  and  genius. 

45.  Mathkw  Wren,  Bishop  of  Hcntford,  was  elected  \o 
this  see  Nofember  the  Ib'tb,  1(>33;  and  having  sat  till  April 
163s,  he  was  then  translated  to  Ely.  He  was  long  the  butt  of 
Pr^nne,  and  some  other  rt^stless  malecootonts;  and  the  father  of 
that  distiuguisiied  character,  the  prince  of  English  architects.  Sir 
Chrislophcr  Wren, 

46.  Richard  Montague,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  who  had  db* 
iingiiishcd  himself  rn  almost  every  species  of  learning,  wis  trans* 
lated  to  this  see  May  4th,  l638;  and  died  in  April  1641.  He 
was  buried  in  the  choir  of  the  cathedral;  and  though  so  great  a 
man,  his  remains  were  covered  with  a  plain  flat  stone,  bearing 
modesty  but  signtilcant  inscription : 

•'  Depositiim  Montacuti,  Ej>tecopi.* 


I 


1 


at  a 
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47.  Joseph  Hall,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  was  translated  to  Nor» 
widi,  November  16,  1()41,  He  lived  in  those  troublesome  times, 
when  to  be  rational,  was  deemed  to  be  impious ;  when,  to  b« 
the  friend  of  order,  was  to  be  the  abettor  of  tyranny  ;  and  to 
be.  unofetentatiously  devout^  was  only  to  be  the  dumb  devotee  of  a 
blind  superstition.  For  asserliog,  with  other  prelates,  tl»cir 
jtghl  of  voting  in  Hit!  House  of  Peers,  he  with  ibera  was  com- 
mitted to  tlie  Tower*  Aflenvar<ls,  deprived  of  the  temporalities 
of  his  see,  he  was  prolubited  from  exercising  any  spiritual  jurift^ 
diction.  And  thus,  debarred  of  all  his  just  rights  by  usurped 
authority,  be  died  an  eiiled  Bistrap,  in  his  own  city  of  Norwich, , 
September  8lh,  l656,  and  was  buried  in  the  cliancel  of  the 
church  of  Hcigham^  in  the  suburbs  of  Nonvich. 

43.  E0WABD 
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49,  Edward  ReynoldSp  D.  D.  w&$  coiisecralei)  J jnunry  6\ 
1660.  lie,  on  etitrrintr  Ibe  see,  rebuilt  the  clmpel  of  the  jm» 
Jflcr,  which  had  b«en  reduced  to  a  licup  of  ruins  bv  tlie  rabble. 
He  died  Ju)^  ^S,  l676>  und  was  mterred  in  a  vault  iti  the  upper 
|«art  of  his  ef»i5ef*pal  chapeL  He  v\^s  a  mo-st  liberal  benefactor 
tu  %Ue  city  of  Norwich,  as  his  luimerous  charities  shew;  and  \cw 
preiiates  ever  [iaitt  more  prai^worthy  utteullou  to  the  comforts  of 
Ills  parochinl  clergy. 
^^  ^<J-  Anthony  Sparrow,  Bis^hop  of  Exeter,  was  translated 
^^ko  Norwich.  Aui;u«t  !28,  Kj7^;  and  sat  till  May  19,  10*85,  whea 
^^ftie  died,  ;uid  m'v»  interred  on  the  north  side  of  the  episco[ial 
^HEltapeL     To  whom  succeeded 

^V  >1.  William  Lloyd,  Bii>hop  of  Pcterl>on>ugb,  who  was  pre- 
I  ierred  to  Norwich,  June  ]!«  1685.  On  the  accei^ioii  of  tba 
Prince  of  Orange  tu  the  throne  of  Eiielaud,  refusiu;^  to  take  the 
KKitli  of  abjuration  against  James  the  Second,  he  was  deprived  of 
Ilia  bishopric,  but  retiring  to  [ianiniersuiith,  near  London,  he 
otalinued  to  perform  ejnscopal  offices  till  his  death,  which 
appeoed  January  1,   1709« 

52.  John   Moork  was  elected  May  31,  1691,    and,   wlllt 
ight  otiier  bishops  elected  in  pl^ce  of  so  many  deprived,  was  con* 
led  July  5,  in  that  year,  at  St.  Mary-le-Bow  cliurch,  Chea[iside, 
London.     He  sat  sixteen  years,  and  wm  then  tmnslated  to  Ely, 
wliere  he  died  July  :jl,  171*.     He  wsis  the  most  celebrated  col- 
tor  of  rare  and  valuehle  books  in  the  kinpdonL     On  his  de-" 
tise,  his  innncnse  library  was  purchased  by  Khi*,'  George  the 
ir»t,  and  presented  to  the  public  library  in  the  Uni^vrstty  of 
mbridf^. 

43.  Chakles    Trimnkl,    Archdeacon    of   Norwich,    wns 

ted  bishop,  January  13,  und  consecrated   Februarys,  1707, 

e  wits  the  means  of  rai:ilug  large  supplies  for  the  unfortunate 

loUabHunts  of  the  Palaltnate,  on  the  Rhine ;  who,  through  the 

irmptions  and  uniuercifid  exac lions  of  the  French,  were  obliged 

to  leave  their  co<mtry,  and  seek  an  asylum  tn  this.     Numbers  of 

tlie«  persecuted  prolestants  settjed  in  this  diocese,  and  served, 

yoL»XJ.    Jab.  lso,9.  t:  by 
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by  their  arti»  aod  induslry,  to  increase  itt  geueral  wclf^e;  as 
those,  who  had  come  over  from  Flanders  in  (he  reign  of  Elica- 
betii,  bad  done  before.  He  sat  liU  I7^i>  and  was  then  traus- 
Uled  to  Winchester ;  on  which. 

54.  Thomas  GREfiN,  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  was  eon* 
lecrated  bishop  of  this  see,  October  8,  1721.  He  sat  till  Sep- 
tember 4>  1723,  and  was  then  removed  to  Ely;  when 

55,  John  Long,  D.  D.  King's  Chaplain  in  Ordhiary,  was 
preferred,  by  Gkorge  the  First,  to  this  see,  on  the  2tid  of  Octo- 
ber, 1723.  He  died  in  London,  October  26,  1727,  and  was 
interred  in  the  parish  church  of  St.  Margaret,  Westminster. 

66.  William  Baker,  Bishop  of  Bangor,  was  translated  to 
Norwich  in  th^  year  1727 :  and  dying  at  Bath,  December  4» 
1732,  was  interred  in  the  abiiey  church  of  that  city ;  when  lie 
was  succeeded  by 

57.  Robert  ButT9»  Dean  of  Norwich,  who  was  elected 
bishop  of  the  see,  January  20,  and  consecrated  the  25lh  of  the 
q»me  mojotb,  in  the  year  173^.  In  May,  1738,  be  was  preferred 
to  tbe  see  of  Ely ;  when 

58.  Thomas  Gooch«  Bishop  of  Bristol,  was  trausUded  to 
thai  of  Norwich,  On  his  first  entrance  he  repaired  and  fitted  up 
the  palace  at  a  great  expense ;  little  having  been  done  to  it  from 
the  restoration  till  that  lime.  He  opened  a  new  way  to  it  out  of 
the  upper  close,  by  which  he  enabled  tbe  dean  and  chapter  to  re- 
move a  nuisance  of  long  continuance ;  the  cathedral  having  before 
been  made  a  common  tliorouglifare  in  tlie  time  of  divine  service. 
He  also  obtained,  from  bis  Majesty,  two  charters  to  incorporate 
tbe  societies,  which  bad  been  established  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk, 
for  tbe  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  tlie  clergy  ;  by  tbe 
name  of  *•  The .  Goternors  of  the  Charity  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  Widows  and  Orphant  of  tuch  clergymen,  as  at  tlie  time  of 
their  deaths,  were  or  shall  be  possessed  of  some  ecclesiastical  be- 
nefices withm  the  county  of  Norfolk,  or  county  and  city  of  Nor- 
wich ;  or  within  the  archdeaconries  of  Suffolk  and  Sudbury,  or 
elsewhere  in  tbe  county  of  Suffolk,"    In  the  midst  of  beneficent 

act» 
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flkta  (of  tin*  good  of  his  diocese,  he  was  removed  to  Ely  lo  174CI ; 
mad  wasmcceeded  by 

59.  SamveLiLisIjR,  \fho  was  translated  from  St.  Asaph,  and 
At  only  one  year.     He  was  followed  by 

60.  Thomas  Hayter,  Prebendary  of  Westminster,  wlio  was 
€Aected  to  this  sec,  1749,  and  translated  to  that  of  London  in 

1761 ;  when 

6u  Dr.  Phtlip  Yonmb  was  elected  through  the  recommen« 
dation  and  influence  of  tlie  Dul^e  of  Newcastle.  He  had  previously 
presided  at  Bristol,  was  master  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,  and 
died  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  bis  age,  in  1783  **  On  the 
17th  of  May,  in  this  year, 

62.  Dr.  LEWis  Bagot,  wlio  was  then  Bisliop  of  Bristol,  was 
adtanced  to  this  see.  In  the  year  1790  he  was  translated  to  the 
see  of  St  Asaph,  and  was  succeeded  iu  this,  by 

63.  Georb  HoRNB,  Dean  of  Canterbury,  who  •enjoyed  it 
only  two  years,  when  he  died  in  January  1792.  He  was  a  roan 
of  amiable  mamiers,  of  great  learning,  and  zealously  devoted  to 
bis  professional  duties.  He  published  four  volumes  of  SermanSp 
and  "  A  C^mmenimy  on  the  Psalms,*'  two  vols.  4to.  He  was 
also  aotbor  of  a  celebrated  piece  of  irony,  in  rq)ly  to  Adam 
Smith's  Sketch  of  Hume's  Life. 

64.  The  Right  Honourable  Charles  Manners  Sutton, 
D.  D.  was  advanced  from  the  deanery  of  Windsor  to  this  see,  on 
the  death  of  tlie  preceding  prelate,  and  continued  to  preside  here 
with  honor  to  himself  and  advantage  to  Ins  diocese  till  the  year 
1805,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  metropolitan  see  of  Can- 
terbury.   In  the  same  year, 

65.  Henry  Bathurst,  Dean  of  Worcester,  who  had  been 
previously  canon  of  Christ  church,  Oxford,  and  prebendary  of 
Durham^  was  elected,  fuid  is  tiie  present  highly  respectable  bishop 
of  this  diocese. 

The  continuing  the  catalogue  of  bishops  down  to  tlie  present 
&ne,  difien  a  little  from  the  arrangement  which  has  hitherto  been 

C  2  adopted 

*  See  Gcots.  Mag.  178S,  p.  452. 
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adopTetl  in  the  episcopal  coiiutieiiil  ready  described  ;  butltie  chafl^iE 
has  been  made  after  mature  constderatioii,  fur  two  obfiuus  re;^ 
sous,  the  one  of  cougruity,  and  the  olher  of  perspicuily*  Although 
the  see  is  now  fi^ed  at  the  principal  city  m  Ihe  diocese,  yet  tim 
functious  of  tt  rc'ftfr  to  the  whole  exteut ;  and  though  the  bishop 
may  usually  reside  there«  yet  his  ofiicial  acts  relate  to  the  diflTereui 
cures  within  the  circumference  of  bis  jurisdiction.  By  pursuing 
Ibis  order  also,  whatever  refers  to  a  general  uccount  of  it,  is  col- 
lected together,  aod  a  couci^e  connected  view  given  of  tbt 
whole. 

The  brief  particulars  respeclinj;  tJre  prelacy»  have  been  taken 
from  the  most  autlieatjc  published  sources  of  iofonnatiou  whick 
could  be  procured,  and  the  cundensied  account  here  given,  as  it 
contains  a  multiplicity  of  historic  facts,  if  vouchers  liad  been  sepa- 
rately adduced  for  each,  the  margin  would  have  l>cen  crowded 
with  such  numerous  references,  as  might  have  seeiutnl  like  an 
ostentatious  display  of  recundite  learokigr  It  has  been  thought 
preferable,  tlierefore,  to  niviilioo  in  one  gcueral  i»ote»  some  of  the 
prjucipal  autlioritics,  which  fur  thb  purpose  have  been  consulted 
lud  compared  as  to  facts  and  dates ;  and  to  observe,  that  where  U 
contradictory  statements  have  been  given  by  diiferent  authors,  the 
most  probable  of  them  havt-  betn  selerted ;  and  where  palpable 
anachronisms  have  occurred,  they  have  been  corrected.  Those 
acquainted  with  such  subjtcts  will  acknowledge  the  diiBcuUy  of 
liie  taJik,  and  the  candid  enquirer,  it  is  hoped,  will  have  reason  t» 
be  satisfied  *« 


I 


*  riideaux't  Hutor>'  of  Cast-Angli:i,  Dugd&le's  MouasUcoQ  Angticaiiun), 

whb  Stcveos'fl  cutitintKition»  Wliarton's   Anftlia  Sacra,    Darra  History  ef 

f^anterhury,  Domesday  Book,  Godwin  de  Presalibas  Aughcanis,  Wervcr'i 

tW^acient  Fimenil  Monunietita  of  Great  Britain,  See.  Fuliet^s  Cliurcb  History, 

LHortfialjetl's  Chronicle,  Brown's  Pojithumoiiis  Worlts,  Ryxner's  Fwdcra,  Lc 

[>feve'b  Fasti,    Peck's  Desiderata   Curiosa,    Nevile's   Norwicus,    Bale  de 

'Seriptoribus  An^liicanis,  Woo<l'i  Athene  Oxoniensig,  Brady's  IntroductioH 

to  Old  Enghih  History,  aud  Blonicfietd's  Essay  towards  a  Hblory  of  tb« 

County  of  Norfolk,   coUnted  with  the  episcopal   rcgiateni,   kept   m   tfcr 

tcgiitrary  af  tlic  €«Btistorlal  co(Ht  at  Norwirl*. 
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A>frll^— The  diocese  of  Norwich  comprises  the  cuunUcs  ol' 
Korfolk  and  Suffolk,  except  four  iieciilmrs  in  the  luller  cotuily. 
Tliree  of  which  bcioiig  to  the  see  of  Canterbury,  viz.  Hadlcigli, 
Monk's  Illeigh,  and  Moultou ;  and  Freckenham  to  the  sec  of 
flochester.  It  includes  also  tiflcen  or  sixteen  parishes  in  Cani- 
bricfgcshire.  The  latter  lyin*;  on  lhc«isleni  side  of  the  ancient 
Imutidar^  of  Mcrci;i,  and  ori<;inall}'  formin*  part  of  the  kingdom 
of  East-Anglia,  never  were  atlaclied  to  tlie  diocese  of  Lincoln, 
t  of  uhich  the  m?c  of  Ely  was  taken  ;  but  belonged,  us  Ihev  do 
present,  to  that  of  Norwich*,  Spelman  sa)'*llie  diocese  con- 
tains  net  parishes  t,  and  Bealsoii  in  hif  Political  Index  re- 
peats the  ^aine  enumeratiou  ;  but  tills,  if  lueaut  of  uncomoltdukMl 
livings,  must  be  vcrj  erroneous,  as,  A.  D.  1371,  Bishop  Hairy 
Spencer  certified  to  tlie  king,  that  there  were  ttj  Im  diocese  1521 
fvprisbes  U  And  if  meant  to  include  pluralities  u^t  parbhesi  it  wil| 
tbrn  be  far  from  accurate.  Various  changes  however  have  at 
tiroes  taken  place  in  thi:«  respect,  and  the  number  is  occasionally 
fluctuating  from  diftcreiit  causes. 

Tlie  number  of  citabtiiiihed  clergy  resident  in  the  diocese,  ac- 
cording to  a  calculation  made  in  the  year  177^  was,  bcneticcd 
dergy  550*  curates  150:  from  whicli  it  is  evident  there  must  be 
a  uymber  of  pluralities.  Mr.  Young  remarks  that  not  h^if  of  the 
ckrgymcu  reside  at  their  livings.  An  answer  returned  to  a  niaa- 
damui  of  Queen  Elizabeth  by  Bishop  Parker  in  1563  states,  *'  the 
dioocM  contains  Norfolk  and  Suflfolk,  except  four  peculiars  and 
eleven  churches  io  Cambridgesliirc,  besides  churches  void,  chapels, 
and  donatives.    Thus  in  the  four  archdeaconries, 

C  S  Narwicli, 

•  L>^iu'»  *  Magna  BrUamia,''  VoL  U.  p.  IG. 
t  ViUare  Aof  licanuin. 
t  B1oui«(it1d*<  NoHblk,  Vol.  UT.  p.  IJ«. 
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Nomicb,  deanries  1 2  rectories  1 68  vicarages  41  void  churches  80 
Norfolk,  ditto        12  ditto        184  ditto        36  ditto,  uucertaio 
Suffolk,    ditto        13  ditto       114  ditto        42  ditto,  ditto, 
Sudbury,  ditto         8  ditto       182  ditto        31  ditto,  ditto  ." 

The  present  enumeration,  from  the  best  iuforroation  tlwl  can 
be  obtained,  is  1354,  viz.  802  in  Norfolk,  537  in  Suffolk,  and 
15  in  Cambndgeshire  jurisdiction.  Formerly  there  «iras  but  one 
archdeaconry,  that  of  Norfolk.  Sudbury  waj  added  in  the  year 
1126,  Suffolk  io  1127»  and  Norwich  in  l«jOO.  These  are  sub- 
divided into  47  deaories,  and  these,  as  ap|)orUoned  to  cack 
archdeaconry,  are  asfoUows,  with  the  number  of  parishes 
tained  in  each : 

Arehdeaconriei,  Deanries,  Parishes, 

Norwich 13     S65 

Norfolk 12     468 

Sudbury 8 

Suffolk    


ui 


523 


Tlie  diocese  is  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and  the  bishop  is 

a  suffragan  to  that  raetropolilan.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  see,  at 
respects  its  internal  regulations,  is  vested  in  the  bishop,  who  ap- 
points ti:e  four  archdeacons  as  his  assistauts,  (no  suffragans  having 
been  chosen  suice  the  time  of  Bishop  Nix,)  a  chancellor,  registiar, 
and  other  officers  of  his  coosistorial  court. 

Retenuet, — Nurtured  by  kings,  and  long  under  the  fostering 
care  of  royalty,  this  diocese  rapidly  increased  in  weaHh ;  so  that 
at  the  time  of  the  great  survey,  the  revenues  of  it  were  very  con- 
siderable, as  appears  from  the  enumeration  of  them  in  Domesday- 
book.  Subsequent  to  that  era,  the  bishops  of  Norwich  were 
generally  in  the  court  favor ;  and  as  favorites,  were  preferred  to 
the  highest  situations  of  trust  and  emolument:  so  that  the  see 
often  gained  some  acquisition  of  wealtii  from  succeeding  prelates. 
In  the  conqueror's  inquest,  there  is  an  account  taken  of  twenty- 
seven  manors  belonging  to  thb  see,  besides  ad  vowsons,  fee- farm  rents, 

&c. 
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Ebliop  Btmifo  died  possessed  of  forty- three  manors,  many 
of  witicli  at  [lis  deadly  were»  by  his  will,  annexed  to  the  episcopal 
posseisioR}.     Hence  it  appear*,  at  the  time  Herfasl  came  lo  it,  iJie 
lee  was   seized,  on  u  niotler^le  computation,  of  sixty  manors; 
irid  t)ie  pipe  rolU  of  King  John  s  reign  evince  that  Bishop  Johti 
dc  Grey,  i»  the  vear  1212,  answered  for  thirty-five  knigljt*a  f«es; 
ind  in  the  following  year  obtained  a  tpiktm^  or  writ  of  acquittance^ 
from  tbe  Scotch  sculuge^  for  forty-eight  knight's  fee?  and  three 
qttnrlers.    Aud  allliough  l»y  a  multiplrcrty  of  changes,  from  the 
varied  complexion  of  the  limes  aud  ihe  political  character  of  the 
prrhites,  these  i^erc  frequently  diminished,  yet  by  the  act  passed 
February  4t[iy  153.%  which  Tested  itie  revenues  of  the  diocese  in 
le  povrer  of  Ihe  king,  it  apjkcars  thnt  the  bishop  possessed  twenty^ 
nniQorft,  sevenly^three  livings,  ten  piilaces,  all  the  knight's  fees 
t>f  %ht  barony^  and  the  frst  frtiitn  of  ihe  uhole  diocese,  what  no 
archbishop  ever  possessed ;  exclusi\c  of  all  other  episcopal  sources 
«f  emolument*.     By  virtue  of  itiat  act,  the  whole  of  these  were 
alicnaled  for  «ver  from  the  sre,  except  a  few  presentalions,  and  the 
}kiIkcc  of  Norwich,  In  lieu  of  them,  to  give  a  kind  of  colouring  to 
the  glarii]^  act  of  nipjcity,  the  comparalively  sniall  revenues  of 
lolintoAbbey  were  granted  to  the  bishop ;    and   the  nefarious 
tnosadioii  was  glo>&sed  over  under  the  name  of  an  exchange  f 
>ui€  ftw  additions  were  made  in  the  reigns  of  King  Edward  ihe 
^iUh,  and  Qiiccn  Elizabeth*     The  bishopric  staiuls  charged  at 
itki  in  the  king's  hooks  at  S34!.  Us.  7d.     It  pays  tirst  fruita* 
»ut  no  tenths,  those  having  boen  discharged  by  a  conmnitation 
«rtJj  Qrieen  Elizaljeth  for  the  t-piscopal  manors  of  Sudborne  and 
^*nnloo*     The  present  clear  yearly  value  is  uncertain,  but  on  the 
it  i»  computed  to  amount  to  about  three  thousaitd  fiva 
pounds  pvr  annum. 
iJbnikd, — At  an  early  period  this  ^e  enjoyed  extensive  privi- 
C  4  leges 
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leges  as  well  as  great  revenues.    To  eniinieratc  tliem  would  fill 
several  pages.    The  bishop  possessed  all  the  usual  powers  granted 
to  lay  baroDies,  the  liberty  of  coinage,  exemption  from  all  taxes, 
tallage  and  customs,  except  those  of  the  city  of  London ;  jura  re- 
galia within  his  manors,  a  coroner  and  prison  for  his  liberty,  and 
all  mulcts  and  amerciaments  from  bis  tenants;  the  right  of  choosing 
a  justice  for  the  precinct  of  his  paiacCj  and  of  acting  himself  as 
one  of  the  king's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  city,  county,  and 
liberty.    All  these  were  confirmed  by  a  charter  of  inspeximus» 
granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  S^lh  of  March,  A.  D.  1512.     Bui 
through  many  ancient  statutes  becoming  obsolete,  the  abolition  of 
feudal  customs,  and  various  subsequent  parliamentary  regulations^ 
maliy  of  these  privileges  are  abridged,  if  not  disannulled*    There 
is,  however,  one,  which  the  bishops  of  Norwich  have  exercised 
time  immemorial,  and  as  it  is  peculiar  to  this  diocese,  ought  not 
to  be  omitted.  It  is  the  power  of  uniting  any  two  cures  within  the 
diocese,  at  the  time  of  institution,  without  regard  to  their  value; 
and  that,  either  by  personal  or  perpetual  union.    The  personal 
union  lasts  only  during  the  life  of  the  incumbent,  and  answers  to 
an  arcliiepiscopal  dispensation,  requiring  in  thb  diocese  only  the 
bishop's  consent.   Tlie  perpetual  union  is  made  with  the  joint  con- 
sent of  patron,  incumbent,  and  bishop,  and  is  equal  to  a  con<> 
^olidation. 

l^hc  bishop  is  a  peer  of  the  realnii  and  »ils  in  the  upper 
house,  not  only  in  right  of  his  barony,  but  as  titular  Abbot  of 
St.  Bcnnct  s  in  Holme :  and  is  llic  only  abbot  at  present  in 
England. 

Adbies,  Priories,  and  other  Religious  houses. — From 
the  preceding  account  of  the  prelacy  of  this  see,  it  has  appeared 
how  the  Ciiristian  religion,  by  its  connection  with  secular  interests, 
lost  niiicli  of  its  intrinsic  cxccllencr,  and  to  what  a  prodigious 
height  of  power,  Meiillli,  and  grandeur  the  chnrcli  had  arrived 
pri<  I  to  tlie  reformation.  In  the  account  of  the  monastic  institutions 
this  will  appear  still  more  evident,  nnd  the  abuses  ><hich  followed 

such 
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ledi  UDwarranlable  acquisitions  will  be  displayed  in  a  more  pro^ 
minent  degree. 

As  the  streams  of  truth  meaDdered  from  the  fountain,  they  be- 
came less  pure  the  furtlier  tliey  floued,  and  frequently  intermix- 
ing with  the  soils  through  which  they  passed,  their  crystal  waters 
vere  rendered  turbid  and  feculent  by  extraneous  matter.    The 
simple  tenets  of  the  gospel  were  so  intermingled  \Tith  humaa 
cfTors»  and  concatenated  with  Imman  institutions,  that  the  church 
no  longer  ap|K:ared  tliat  modest  matron,  in  the  engaging  dress  of 
twadorned  simplicity,   but  the  bold  and  disgusliug  courtesan,  be- 
dizened out  hi  meretricious  drapery  and  fulsome  finery.    The  vi* 
able  church,  which  originally  was  simple  in  its  shape,  and  chaste  in 
its  decorations,  now  began  to  lose  tJie  dignity  of  elegance  by  the  com* 
plexity  of  its  forms,  and  the  crowded  assemblage  of  useless  and  he- 
terogeneous ornaments.     From  tlie  time  that  the  sister  of  St.  An- 
thony retired  into  a  desert,  the  fashion  for  scclusiou  from  the 
world,  and  religious  retirement,  became  generally  prevalent  in  the 
eastern  churches.     And  in  subsequent  ages,  the  passion  for  this 
ipecies  of  social  alienation  arose  to  the  most  extravagant  height  of 
enthusiasm  in  the  western  churches.  Monasteries  absorbed  a  great 
portion  of  wealth  and  population  in  every  coontry  wherein  they 
were  instituted  ;  and  the  monks,  by  amassing  riches,  usurping 
power,  trampling  on  the  laws,  and  defeating  the  ends  of  society, 
at  length,  by  their  arrogance,  insolence,  and   luxury,  produced 
their  decline,  and  facilitated  their  fall.    The  numerous  distinctions 
of  abbey,    priory,  convent,  nunnery,  college,  collegiate-church, 
friery,    free-chapel,   chantry,  hospital,  preceptory,  commaudery, 
cell,  herniita£;e,  guild-ljouses  of  alms,  lazarettos,  or  houses  for 
lejiers,  hospitals,  &c.  &c.  were  severally  given  to  these  religious, 
or  chanta!>le  institutions.     Some  of  which  were  possessed  of  ex- 
clusive Jurisdiction,  and  peculiar  exemptions  and  privileges;  others 
Were  de|)endent,    and  some  were  still  more  subordinate.     The 
preccplories  and   commanderies  of  the  knights  hospitallers,  and 
'taig!:l<?  t'lnplars,  of  St.  Joliu  of  Jerusalem,  were  peculiars,  and 
governed  by  distinct  laws,  and  privileged  by  military  service.    The 

celb 
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cells  were  liouses  belonging  to  large  momsterieSy  wliere  tlie  latter 
seiit  their  junior  brethren,  when  too  mach  crowded  at  home  ;  cnt 
refractory  monks  to  do  penance  for  non-compliance  with  monastic 
mlcs.  The  nature  of  the  other  institutions  may  lie  ascertained 
from  the  particular  descriptions  given  of  them  \n  the  course  of  thb 
werk.  In  the  number  of  Uiese  religious  foundations,  England 
appeare  to  l»ave  been  inferior  to  no  country ;  nor  less  profuse,  io 
granting  means  for  their  support.  Many  in  this  kingdom  wera 
riebly  endowed,  and  from  their  own  lii&lory,  it  appears  that 
luxury  kept  pace  with  increasing  wealth.  Tiieir  accumulation  of 
property  proceeded  in  an  extensive  ratio,  and  prior  to  tbe  8n|>> 
prcssion  in  the  lime  of  Henry  the  E^litb,  lliey  appear  to  ba?a 
been  possessed  of  a  third  part  of  all  the  lands  in  England.  Wlien 
pnde,  luxury,  and  licentiousness  had,  with  their  train  of  dependent 
vices,  become  inmates  of  these  sacred  walls,  they,  by  disgusting 
tbe  moral  feelings  of  society,  ioduchig  the  good  sense  of  tlie 
nation  to  enquire  into  tbe  scandalous  abuses,  and  to  question  tlw 
ntility  of  sucb  institutions  to  real  religion,  hastened  their  db« 
soltttiob  and  tbe  abolition  of  the  system  on  whicb  they  wera 
lonnded. 

Norfolk  teemed  with  religious  houses :  out  of  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty-ei^'ht  monasteries  seized  by  Henry  the 
Eighth,  aAer  liis  denial  of  the  papal  supremacy,  seveiity-nina 
religious  or  cbaritaUe  foundalions  were  suppressed  in  tiiis  county. 
Tbe  following,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  found  an  accurate  list  of 
tbeu  at  the  general  dissolution  in  the  year  1535. 
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A  List  9f  the  Mona$teries,  and  Monastic  Foundations  in  Norfolk. 


Kama  ^  Plaee$.  Ordtra, 

Aldebf  Bendict.  Cell 

AttleboroDgli      College 
Beestoa  AastinCanoDsP, 

Bek,  or  Beck     Hoipital 

Bintnm  Bened.  Cell. 

Blackboroagb    Bencd.  Nnns 
Blakeucj  White  Friers 

BremehiU  Aostin  Canons 

Bromliolm  Cliiniac  P. 

Biickenliain,01(l  Aiutin  Canons 
BornliamNorton  While  Friers 


Fawndrd,  Granted  to.  Near, 

temp.  Hen.  I.     Norwich  jBcccle. 

7  Hen.  IV.     Rob.  Earl  Sussex  at  Attlebro*. 
Tu^uAU,  |sirE.WiadbamAc  Holt 
beg.  Hen.  in.  Sir  John  Parrot     in  Billingford 
ante  1020       See  of  Norwich     Hohnc 


Carbrook 

Castleacre 
'Caistre 


ChoseU 

Cokesford 
Crabltoose 
Creek 

Derelnni,  East 
Dereham,  West 
Docking 

field-Dalliug 

fJitcham 
'^descoe 
Hardwic 

^obbc«e,Grt. 


Knights  Hos. 

Clun.  P. 
College 

Lazars 

Aiisiin  Can. 
AuHtin  Nuns 
Austin  Can. 
Monastery  dcstr 
Premoiistra.  Ab. 
Alien  P. 


fior 


ui^g 


Alien  P. 

Ansiin  Cell 
Templars 
Hospital 
Austin  Canons 
Hospital 
Anstin  Canons 
Cluniac  C-cU 

Hospital 

Hospital 


begin.  Hen.  I. 
tewp.Hen.II. 
24  Edw.  I. 

beg.H;n.in. 

A.D.  1113 
temp.  Steph. 
cir.  l'^41 

temp.  Hen.II. 

cir.  108.'} 
temp.  Ed  w.  I. 

ante  I'iJC 

temp.  Steph. 
cir.  1181. 
cir.  l'2'26 
.  ante  74:> 
.A.D.  tl88 

temp.  Hen.II. 

temp.  Ric.  T. 

ante  Hen. in. 

antcEdw.III. 

temp.  Hioi.  I . 

cir.  1 175 

A.D.  1185 

be-.  Will.  II. 

fcnip.Jolm,  } 
oi  Hon.  HI.  S 

beuiu.Hcn.III. 


Tho.  I^ton,  Enq.  Wabingham 

Bishops  of  Norw.  __ 

William  Rede 

Christ's  College,  ) 
Cambridge       S 
Tho.  Wodehonse 
SirTho.Lovell 
Wm.Ld.  Cobtiani 

S:rR.Grc}.ham&  } 
Sir  K.  8onth\%eU  S 

llio.D.  of  Norfolk 


Holt 

Weeting 

BaketoQ 
Thetford 
at  Biiruliam 

Watton 


John  Dudley,  V.  ) 
Li«le  S 

Tho.  D.  of  Norfolk 
Sir  John  Gage 
Christ's  ColLCainb. 

Thomas  Dereham 

ISIartynv  Has-  ^ 
tii)«;:sk'Js.Bome  S 
Edw.  Ld.  Clinton 


Fakeuham 
Yannoulk 

Riimstead 


Wigcuhale 
Wells 


Sir  Wm.  Fermer 
Sir  lliomas  Clere 
SirW.Woodhoasc 
Th.D.  of  Norfolk 


Bumhum 

Holt 

Lynn 

Harlesion 
Fakenham 

Yarmouth 
N.  Walsham 


Norwich 

Bi8h.ofNorwidi    N.Wal^iaia 
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yama  of  Places, 
Horeluun 


Ord«ri. 
Benedictine  P. 


FourtdcdU 
A.  D.  1105 


Granted  t9. 


KeMr, 


Ed.  ElriuRton  &  }  v*.^.;-* 
Rich.  Southwell  l^*™*"" 


Hontcde 

Ingham 

Langley 

Jangwade 

Lesingbam 

linges 

Lynn 


ante  1163       

teiiip.  Ed.  IV. 

cir.  1360         See  of  Norwich 


John  Berney 


Ditto 
Wonted 
Bnngay 
Oxbargh 


-Hospital 

Alien  Priory 

College 

Premonstra.  A.  A.  D.  1198 

Lazars-hoose — 

Alien  P.  tcrop.Will.II.  King's  Coll.  Camb.  Worsted 

Benedictine  N. < —  remov.  toThetford 

1.  Benedict.  C.  cir.  1  lOO         Dean  &  Ch.  Norw.  Lynn 

-2.  College  cir.  IftOO 

-«.  St  John's  Hos.  temp.  Edw.I. i —  ' 

5.  Four  Latar  ) 

■    Houses         $ ■ ' 

-6.  Austin  Friers  tcmp.Edw.L  John  Eyre 

-7.  Black  Friers  temp.  JBdw.  I.  John  Eyre  

-8.  Grey  Friers    cir.  1S64         John  Eyre  — ^_. 

-9.  White  Friers  A.  D.  1869 ■ 

lO.Frieisde  |,„te5.E<l. 


Marfaam 

Massingliam 
Magna 

Modney 

Molyconrt 


Peniteutia 
Cistertian  Nuns  A.  D.  1251 


L 


Sir  Nich.  Hare     ^  r»«,,«.i«^ 
&  Rob.  Hare   )  I>«^'«™ 


I  Austin  Canons 
Benedict.  Cell 


ante  1260       Sir  Tho.  Gresham  Swaffbaxn 
Robert  Ho£;an 


Benedictine  P.  ante  Will.Con.  Ely  Cathedral 
De  Monte  Jovis  Anstin  C^anons    temp.  John     William  Hals 
Narford  Benedict.  Cell 

Fri.  Heremites 

J  Cloniac  Cell 

I  College 

1.CatIiedral6c, 
Bened.  P.     ! 

S.St.Leonard'f!  } 
Bencd.  Cell  S 


Newbrigge 

Normanues- 
bercli 

Norton  Sub 
course 

NorMrich 


ante  137,1 
cir.  lloo 

cir.17Ed.III. 


in  H«TcrIanil 
Lynn 

— — — — ■       Wl 

S.  Reinham 


Beccles 


cir.  IIOO 


Dean  ScCh.  Norw. 


Tho.  D.  of  Norfolk 


3.  Kairo,   Be-  )  .   j^ 
'   uedict.Nun.  S 

4.  Chapel  in 
the  Fields 


1146     Sir  John  Shelton 


^cir.  liibO 

5.  St.Giles\sHos.  ante  1249 

•6.  Godshousc      temp.  Edw,  I.- 


Dr.  Miles  Spcn 
ser,  Dean 

Mayor,  &c.  Norw 


Norwich 
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Ordoi.  Founded.  Granfcdftf.  Kear. 

-8.  Lazar-lioiwes  lerup.  EU^III. -— < 

y.  St.    Mary     ) 

'  Mii«.iaU  Hw.  S  " 

'lO.Normampitnlanie  1145 — —   ^ 

-I I.  St.Sa?ior'iH.  icmp.  Edw.I. 

Sir  Th.  Hc»esj;e  y 

-lS.AiistiiiFriers(enip.£dw.l.  \Vm.  Lord  H^iJ.  > 

lougliby  J 

13.  Black  Frieti  A.  D.  1326 

li.Urey  Friers   A.  D»  122U 


■15.  WUitc  Frier*  A.  D.  1856 


Mayor,  &c.Norw.  - 

Th.  D.  of  Noilblk  - 

Ricli.  Andrews    y 

and  Leoimrd     >- 

Chamberlayiie  j 


-16^FrrdeDoniiaa  ante  l!i;90 

- 1 7  .FrofSt.Mary — — 

18.  Friers  dtt  Pica 


lif.50 


I 


19,  Fr.de  Sacco  cir. 

Peotnej  AiiRtio  Canoni    tem.Win.Coo.  ThomM  Mildmay  Lynn 

Petentonc  Auittn  Ouaoiif    ante  liOO        See  of  Norwidi ^ 

temp.  Uen.n. -^ — 

removed  to  Nor* )  «* 

ton  Subconrac  i  »«^ci«. 


Auittn  OuaoBf 
HMptial 


East    Austin  P. 


Roriiwortii         College 

Aiifttin  Oil 
Gjlbertiue  P. 
Chiniac  Cell 
Laaaw-hoiiK' 
**ifrton,  Wist  Hospilai 
Alien  P. 


remoT.  to  Cokcv  ) 
ford  ) 

Eiirl  of  Surrey  &  } 
Sir  J  dim  Click <•  5 


Fakeiikam 


cir.  1S41 

temp.  Hen.  It. •     --—       Holt 

lenip.  Btc.  L  Ttio.  Mildruny        Downliam 

cir.  1242  Osbert  Muodeford 

A.  D.  1S80 

temp. Hcn.ll.  — — — -   Fakenham 

terap,  Edw.  I,  Etwi  College         Sw  afTbara 

dr.  1 104         Tho.  D.  of  Norfolk  at  Tliptford 


temp.  Slcpli.   R.FaInientoii,Eaq. 


1.  Climtac  P. 

f .  Canoni  of  '] 
-    thcHnlySe- 
pokbrv         J 

ffmoved       ^ 
Buied.  NumfioniLiii|;ei  ^R,Fukncriton,Eiq. 

c  ir.  1160      ) 

D.  of  Norfolk  & 
College  or  GUd  temp.  Edw.  I.^  RjcbmdFiilmer-- 


4 


-$.  (ioislituM     mm  E4w- 1. 
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Jfame$  qf  Ptmeet,          Orttert*  •            F<mmded, 
Tbetfofd  6.StJuhn'sHo8. 


GrwttUd  tb.  At 

R.Fulmentoii,Esq,  Thetfonl 


Tbomeston 
Monk's  Tofte 
Wabarn 
W^alsingliani 


W  lb 

WeiuOfais 

Westacre 

Weybridge 
inrhani 

Wonngay 
Wymondham 

Yarmouth 


Sir  Wm.  Fennor 


S3  Edw.  III.  Sir  Edni.  KnyvGt 
temp.  Hen.  I. 


_8.  St.  Mary 
'Magdalen  Ho. 

9.  St.  Marga-   ^ 

ret'sHos.     S 

-10.  AnBtinFriers  temp.  Ric.  U.Rirh.  FuImerstoD 

-11.  Black  Friers  temp.  Ed.III.  Rich.  FolmerstoB 

College 

Alien  P. 

Austin  Can. 

1.  Austin  Can. 
-S.  Hospital 
-».  Grey  Friers 

Hospital 

Alien  P. 
PrenoiBtnu  A« 

Austin  Can. 

Austin  Can. 
AUcn  P. 


Lodden 


temp.  Hen.II.  Rich.  Heydon 
temp.  Will.  I.  Thomas  Sidney 

A.  D.  1 492      

cir.  ^346        John  Eyre 
ante  144X) 


W^lsitigfaam 


Wiftbeach 

temp.  Will.  I. ;  fi,  Th.  Gawdy     ^^^"» 
anted2  H.IU.  Robert  Hogan       £.  DerefaaBi 

C  Mary  Doch.  of 
temp.  Will,  n.'  Richmond,  and  Swaflliam 
f.Sir'rh.Gresiiam 

temp.  Edw.  I.  Rich.  Fulmerston  Yannonlii 

temp.  Rich.  /  Tlio.  Gaibon,  &     

( I.  or  John  S  Wm.  Mynn 


•To;^iS«|s«»'-'''--h 


Downbam 


Austin  Can. 

1.  Benedict.  A.  ante  1107 
-%  Hospital         ante  1146 

1.  Bened.  Cell  ante  1 101  D.  &  Ch'.  Norwich  at  YanDonth 

-2.  Lazar-houses  ante  1374 ■ —  

-3.  St.Mary's  H.  begin.  Ed.  I. 


Hen.  E.  of  Surrey  at  Wymondh. 
Jolm  Dudley,  Knt.  ■  ■ 


C  Rich. Andrews 5c 

■4.  Black  Friers  cir.  55  H.  IH.  ?  Leon.  Qiamber-  - 

i  layi 


i^ne 


(  Tho.  Ld.  Crora- 
-5.  Grey  Friers    tern.  Hen.  in.-J  well  6c  Sir  Rich. 
C  Williams 

$  T.  Denton  & 
(  R.  Nortingham  ' 


-6.  MTiite  Friers  A.  D.  127 


Exclusive  of  Ihe  above,  Norfolk  contained  several  alien  pri- 
ories, (lissolved  before  Ihe  general  supfxression,  and  a  few  de- 
cayed  hospitals,    wbose    revenues  had    been  seqticttered,    and 

appropriated 
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ippropiialed  to  other  uses;  as  Closeley,  Downbano,  Hilgay, 
l^orwich,  Setchy,  Tiiorpewood,  Wareliam,  &c.  Ant),  beside 
tlie  Cbapel  of  our  Lady  of  Walsinghani,  pilgrimages  are  recorded 
us  having  been  made  to  our  Lady  of  Reepham  ;  to  our  Lady  of 
Pity,  at  Horstead;  to  St.  Spyrit ;  St.  Parnel,  at  Slratton;  St. 
Leonard,  near  Norwich ;  to  St.  Margaret,  at  Horstead ;  to  St. 
Wandred,  at  Bexley;  to  St.  John's  Head,  at  Trimiuinghani  ^ 
aod,  to  the  Holy  Rood  of  Crostwick,  or  Crosswick.  Seveial 
manors  and  estates,  in  this  county,  were  also  held  by  religioys 
in  other  parts  of  tlie  kingdom. 


Ancient  Architecture. — From  the  preceding  list,  amt 
parttcuUrs,  it  will  be  fairly  inferred,  that  Norfolk  contains  various 
and  numerous  specimens  of  ecclesiastical  architecture ;  and  from 
the  many  military  transactions  which  occurred  within  this  district, 
the  antiquary  may  ei|)ect  to  meet  with  several  castellated  re- 
«ialiis.  Were  the  author  enabled,  by  an  actual  exauiiuation,  to  de- 
acribe  and  particularize  tlic  whole  of  these,  such  account  wouM 
'Occupy  many  pages;  but,  on  the  present  occasion,  he  must  be  brie^ 
and  confine  his  observations  to  the  buildings  he  has  seen,  and  to 
tlKMc  of  which  he  knows  the  architectural  |)eculiarities.  Besides 
the  Roman  stations  and  encampments  already  enumerated,  Noi^ 
folk  contams  tlie  following  Castlbs,  the  chief  of  which  were 
built,  or  materially  altered,  by  the  first  Norman  barons. 

Norwich  CtatJe  at  present  merely  consists  of  part  of  tlie  la«]gft 
square  keep,  in  the  ii}>per  ballium,  standing  on  a  loAy  conical 
hiil,  and  surrounded  with  a  <let>p  and  wide  valhini.  Part  of  tht 
ndent  city  wails,  with  fianking  towers,  and  an  old  embattled 
building,  called  the  Caw-Tower,  still  remains  to  shew  the  cha- 
racter, &c.  of  tliese  forlilicatioos.  Mr.  Wilkms  dates  the  buiKI- 
iugof  llie  walb,  1^294*. 

CatUe 

*  ArcbaeeU>aia»  Vol.  XII.  wltcrein  tins  gentleman  hu  given  an  interesthif 
•ud  learned  **  Essay  towards  a  History  •f  th^  Ybnta-Icenoalm  of  the 
Xt^mand,  and  of  Norwich  Caitls.^' 
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Casth  Acre,  The  fortiHcations  at  tliis  place  are  extensive  and 
bold.  Parts  of  tbe  wall  of  the  circular  keep,  and  some  other 
fragments  remain. 

Castie  Rising.  Tiie  caslle  bere  display's  some  featuKs  very 
dbsiuiilar  to  either  of  the  former,  and  different  to  the  gene- 
rality of  fortifications.  The  square  keep,  instead  of  being  eo  a 
.lofty  mound  or  bill,  is  in  a  hollow  area,  surrounded  by  a  high 
bank  and  deep  vallum.  Tliis  bank,  however,  was  formerly  sur- 
mounted by  a  fortified  wall ;  and  its  entrance  formed  by  a  bridge 
across  the  vullum,  and  a  tower  gateway.  To  the  east  of  these 
was  an  outer  area,  iuclosed  with  a  higli  bank  and  deep  vallum^ 
forming  a  sort  of  bastion  to  the  citadel.  The  shell  of  the  keep- 
tower  remains,  and  displays  some  ornamental  windows,  door-ways^ 
&c.  The  size  of  the  great  hall,  and  some  other  apartmenti^ 
may  still  be  ascertained. 

At  Middietom,  near  Lynn,  is  a  fine  gatehouse,  or  entrance  t« 
a  castellated  structure.  Caiaior-Uall,  near  Yarmouth;  Ojeho- 
vwigh-Hall,  near  Stoke ;  Hlnwal-Hatisc,  near  Stoke ;  Stifkey^ 
Hall,  near  Walsmgham ;  and  Baconsthorpe-Hall ;  are  ancient 
•mansions,  all  of  which  exhibit  some  features  of  a  castellated 
character,  though  they  do  not  a]>pear  to  have  been  regularly 
and  complciely  fortified. 

In  the  class  of  Ecclesiastical  Architecture,  Norfolk  presents 
more  curious  aud  ancient,  than  what  may  be  termed  fine, 
buildings.  Of  those  old  cliurches,  towers,  ^-c.  which  are  com- 
monly called  Saxon  aud  Danish,  many  specimens  are  to  be  found 
in  this  county ;  and  it  would  be  higiilv  gratifying  to  laudable  cu- 
riosity to  ascertain  whether  they  wore  really  erected  by  either  the 
Saxons  or  Danes,  during  their  atternate  dominiou  in  East-Anglia. 
The  Round  Towerst  of  w  hich  several  sliil  remain  in  Norfolk  and  Suf- 
folk, have  been  called  Danish,  by  Sir  Jajnes  Bnrrough,  and  some 
other  antiquaries ;  and  their  being  louud  principally  in  this  part 
of  the  island,  strengthens  that  opinion.  Though  of  a  circular 
form,  they  are  dissimihtr  in  size  and  height  to  the  pillar-towers 

of 
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«f  Ireknd,  and  are  iitiU  more  unlike  Uic  circular  churches.  The 
archilecture^  if  ihcir  construction  be  entitled  to  this  lenn»  'a  very 
simple,  or  rude;  being  a  plain  uall  of  flint,  nibbisdj,  stone,  and 
tnortar,  with  very  few  small  openings  or  windows  hi  them.  The 
latter  are  mostly  towards  the  top,  and  ha? e  semicircuTar  heads,  di- 
Tkled  into  two  apertures,  with  a  column  between.  Two  of  these 
towert  are  described  in  the  following  terms,  by  a  valuable  corres* 
pondeiit  * :— "  The  puri»h  cbnrch  of  BejrwtU,  oear  Downhatn, 
and  that  of  BychamwrUt  near  Sw^ff  ham,  have  round  towen.  Be« 
aidei  the  acknowledged  high  antiquity  of  that  form,  I  think  there 
is,  in  euch,  a  circumstance  certainly  not  coininoii,  and  therefore 
worthy  of  remark,  if  nut  of  further  inveiligation*  Both  have 
bffn  surmountetl  by  octagon  tops,  about  the  age  of  Henry  iJte 
flfMth.  In  that  of  Bex  well,  are  ten  small  wimlows  with  semi- 
circular heads,  surrounding  the  upper  part;  but  are  now  bricked 
up«  In  timt  at  Bycliamwell,  are  four  pointed  apertures,  nearly 
in  the  »me  situation  as  the  windows  of  the  other  tower;  the 
arched  parts  of  these,  and  the  sides,  are  formed  by  plain  s<]uared 
•tones ;  and  tlie  farmer  are  dis|K)sefl  tu  the  shape  of  an  acute 
trtt^glef.  The  tower,  I  judge,  to  be  of  very  remote  antiquity^ 
and  I  think  the  pointe<l  loops,  or  windows,  are  coeval  with  the 
original  building,"  Mr.  King,  the  learned  author  of  Munira«nta 
AnliquB,  considers  these  structures  Sa\nn,  and  says,  "  another 
ftf  these  tdund  Saxon  lower$  is  at  H^itlingham  dmrdi,  near 
Trowie,  in  Norfolk :  only  its  top  has  been  raised  in  height,  and 
repaired  J." 

Other  specimens  of  the  ancient  circular,  or  Saxon  style  of  archi- 
tecture, are  displayed  in  the  following  buildings : — The  church  at 

Vol.  XT.    Jsjn.  I8O9.  D  South-^ 


•  The  Rev.  Robert  Fol>y,  id  a  letter  ta  the  autlior. 

arche*  arc  to  t>e  seen  id  ttie  ancient  entrance  gatewsjr  t« 
t  CasU«  at  Exeter. 

J  Vet  IV.  In  the  Gemlemsxi's  Ma^^ine  fur  1795,  »  «n  engraving  of  it ; 
^vMdi,  thoa)$^  very  indiffcrenlly  drawn  and  cxc'coted,  serves  to  ibew  Ih* 
of  the  buiklmt%  though  not  its  arctsteciural  dtcail. 
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Souih-RuHtion,  near  Downhain»  now  in  ruius^  fans  a  semioircDfar 
east  end ;  and  it  may  be  observed,  tliat  a  church  in  thb  maaor  wmi 
grren  lo  the  ftunous  abbey  at  Bury»  in  the  time  of  King  Canute. 
Mr.  Forby  therefore  says,  "  I  think  do  reasonable  doubt  can  h^ 
•nterlahied,  that  Ibese  are  the  remaihs  of  the  identical  church. 
Of  thirty-five  cburtbes  (four  of  tbem  in  ruins),  in  the  rural  deaaeij 
of  Fiachaniy  fifteen  contain  indisputable  remahis  of  Saxoo  or 
Norman  architcctare,  and  eight  more  exiiibit  proofs  of  their 
erection  before  the  year  1300." 

ThwaiU  church,  near  Buugay,  has  a  fiue  semicircular  arch  of 
entrance  on  the  south  side.  It  consists  of  six  dilEcreat  mould- 
ings  of  varied  ornament ;  and  oter  the  centre  is  a  ruddy  andp- 
turcd  head.  On  each  side  of  the  door-way  are  two  colnmosy 
witli  figured  capital?;,  between  which  the  piers  are  omamentod 
with  loxenges  and  otiier  figures. 

In  Si.  Julien's  church,  at  Norwich,  was  formeiij  an  orm- 
mental  arched  entrance,  of  a  simibr  kind ;  and,  at  Wmbeiakam 
ikarch,  is  an  old  door-way,  with  a  senaicircnkir  arch,  disphiying 
the  cable,'  nebule,  and  projecting  xigzag  mouldings.  It  haa 
two  columns  on  each  side ;  one  with  a  spiral,  and  the  other  with 
a  zigzag  fillet  runuhig  up  the  shafbs  *.  In  Magdalen  chapel,  now  a 
bam,  in  the  village  of  Sprowston,  near  Nor^  ich,  is  a  semicircular 
arched  entrance,  witli  four  mouldings ;  two  of  which  are  plain 
tonuses  ^  one  a  sort  of  scroll,  and  one  having  triangular  knobs 
disposed  at  right  angiics  from  the  centre  f.  The  chttrch  of  GUling- 
1mm  St.  Mary's,  near  Becclcs,  has  a  semicircular  east  end ;  and  a 
small  square  tower  in  the  middle  with  round  arched  windows  to- 
wards the  top  t*  The  most  curious  and  interesting  specimen  of 
the  ancient  churches,  is  tliat  di.Castle  Rising,  which  wiD  be  par- 
ticularly described  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  volume. 

Of 
•  Ardme«logia,  Vol.  XII.  plate  XXXV.  and  page  173, 

t  Thia,  and  another  arch,  are  represented  iu  the  above  volume. 

^  A  viow  of  this,  with  an  account  of  the  parish,  by  Mr.  Williaoi  Ald% 
are  preserved  in  tbo  G«nt's.  Mag.  for  1806,  p.  70B, 
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Of  ibc  latfe  and  iiia^ii6cetjl  iSorman  churches,  a  few  fine  ex- 
maiplcft  arc  to  be  ftmud  in  tlils  county !  the  prtucipal  of  which  is 
thr    ■  'ij  at  Norwkh,    This  noble  edifice  tli^plays  se?cra]  in- 

li!(i  ^  ,  <  linens  of  mn^sy  cotumes  aod  semi-arche^i  wi(h  numr* 
wtn»  approprittle  mouldings,  capitals,  bases,  &c.  In  tite  ruined 
ehnrches  of  Wipnondham^  AHklmry,  Dlnham,  Co-stieAcre,  and 
Si,  Margaret  ft  at  Li/nn,  are  several  exam)>ks  of  nearly  the 
iame  »t>Ie  aod  age;  and  all  display  great  grandeur  of  design^ 
ittlii  statiHty  of  construclion.  These  will  be  more  particularly 
aoiicdi  ill  the  flubscqiiciit  descriptions  of  the  respective  places* — 
Eianiftl^  of  a  later,  and  more  tiegant  style  of  architecture  are 
ooaliibed  in  SL  Nicho/iU  chapd^  at  Lyno,  the  Lady-morinf  cb»- 
pAi  »t  the  amc  plnce  ;  in  the  frtignftent  of  Wahitighdm  priory 
dmreJ*;  tri  Uje  churches  of  St  Peter  Mancrofl,  and  St.  George'^*, 
&c,  al  N^rvrich ;  in  those  of  Hin£;lmD^  Ay  (sham,  Cromer,  Taken* 
haw,  E«5l  Derehum,  SwiUFliani,  &c.  Several  of  these  buildings 
ire  orriamcnted  with  screens,  piscinas,  monuments,  fonts,  &c. 
Of  llie  latter,  pttr^iculiirly  fine  specimens  arc  to  be  found  in  the 

!   churches  of  Binhani,  Nonvich,  Walsinghum,  and  Wymotidham. 
The  bttildittgs  of  a  coiinly  are  usually  constructed  ^itb  the 
t^atunil  mnleriaU  of  the  diHtrict;  whence  the  geological  character 
of  a  province  n>ay  generally  be  ascertained  by  its  pubHc  jfruc- 
tflrej :  thus,  Norfolk  producing  scarcely  any  stone,  the  buildcre 
Were    induced  to   look   for  a  substitute,  and  flints  beh)g  very 
fthtiodaot^  were  deemed  the  most  eligible  and  substantial  mat^- 
Timl*     Theie  being  usually  fouud  in  small  and  very  irregulai- 
|>titce«t  trere  not  easily  adapted  to  flat  surfaces,  or  to  iscilitate 
^ht  nsikiog  of  a  wall.     In  large  castellated  structures,  where  the 
I^^Hs  were  required  to  be  very  thick,  lliey  proved  superior  to  any 
^ti»cr  fubstance;  but  Id  those  buildings  they  were  contimonly  in> 
bHMed  with  si|n«red  stones,  and  strongly  cemented   or  massed 
%«4t\i  fluid  mortar.     In  this  manner,  they  are  used  in  the  walls  of 
^^miononiim,  and  of  Venta-Icmorum;  also  in  Norwich  Casllev 
Oi**tle  Riaiug,  and  in  several  old  Churches  iu  lliia  county.    In  the 
|<jTnicr,  Mr,  Wilkms  fclatcs,  that  "  alternate  courses  of  tquared 
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flints. 
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flints,  were  employe^]/'  The  same  scientific  archilect  fuvlltcT  aI>- 
terveSf  that  **  tio  material  wlialever  cau  exceed  ttie  dun^tlity  of 
diuts :  for  we  do  not  find  any  where  an  instance  of  their  i^erisli- 
ing  by  frosty  or  wet  wealtier ;  and,  when  squared,  or  Uid  witli 
care,  they  are  citreniely  beautiful,  lu  butldtog  they  have,  not** 
withstanding,  but  liUle  hond,  and  depend  much  upon  the  niorltfr* 
cemcut  they  are  fixed  with  ;  for  if  wet,  l)y  aiiy  means,  get  behind 
Ihem,  the  frost  soon  levels  the  work.  Many,  indeed  most,  of 
our  churches  and  public  buiktiugs  m  this  county  are  fntilt  aliBOSi 
whoKy  with  this  matenai;  but  the  most  remarkable  I  have  ob- 
served,  in  which  flints  faced  and  squared,  are  laid  in  smalt  regular 
courses,  b  the  Convent-Gate  to  Norwich  cathedral,  which  uraa 
built  ui  the  reign  of  £dwar(i  the  First,  wb«re  the  walk  to  tlie  east 
and  the  south  have  a  tracery  work  formed  with  free-stone,  and 
the  intervals  are  filled  with  square  fiints ;  and  some,  about  Erp- 
ingham's  Gate,  built  in  penauce  for  Lollardism  m  tlie  reign  of 
Richard  the  Second.  The  chapel  of  the  Virgin  Mar}%  on  the 
aouth  side  of  St.  Michael'i  Coslany  church,  which  is,  indeed,  a 
master-piece  (where  the  stone  tracery  U  bcaulifully  filled  with 
black  dints  as  resemble  such  old  cabiiielt  as  we  sometimes  &ee 
inlaid  with  ivory);  was  built  about  the  year  1500;  and  a  buildmg 
in  Si.  Andrew's  parii^h,  whicii  i»  recorded  as  a  very  rare  and 
beautiful  piece  of  f]int  work,  built  hi  1403,  hy  William  Apph> 
yard,  who  ^^-as  the  first  mayor,  and  served  tlie  oHke  iu  this  bouse, 
which  was  afterwards  sold  to  tlie  corporation,  and  is  the  present 
brMewelL  Many  country  churches  have  been  also  built  in  thit 
way,  as  at  Cromer,  &cc*  in  Norfolk ;  and  many  in  Suffolk  and 
ITlTf.  The  art  of  squaring  the  flints,  in  this  curious  manner, 
h  now  almost  totally  neglected,  though  I  am  convinced  it  migbt 
^reiy  toon  be  brought  to  perfection  again,  from  die  facility  1  ob* 
lerved  the  workmen  acquire  by  a  little  practice  in  repairir^, 
under  my  superinleodance  in  Bishop  Bagot's  time,  a  tower  be> 
longing  to  the  palace  *." 

ClVtL» 


« 


ArchAMlogit,  Vol.  Xlh 
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Civil,  Political,  ani>  Honorial  Histoby- 

In  the  eiifiy  reigns  of  llie  Saxon  princc«,  tlie  civil  and  mtlilary 
dqmljQcntSp  iii  each  government,   vrere  blended  togeliicr,  and 
vested  in  tlie  sinie  persons ;  who,  from  their  rank,  were  staled 
JEihiUngi,   mid  from  tlietr  otHce,  Ealdermen,  or  Earls.     To 
these  were  cotuniidcd  llie  cudtod^  and  defeuce  of  »ucb  parts  o^ 
the  ktti;!doni,  over  which  lliey  rcspcdivcly  presided.     In  niihtury 
and  civil  uHiun  Ihcy  were  the  vicegerents  of  royally,  and  in  that 
capacity  were  enipowered«to  Jfvy  troop^i,  raise  coniribuiionf  for 
4lictr  ntaiotenancc,  and  lake  liie  conjinaud  of  them  to  re}>ct  inva* 
quell   insurrections,  ^nd  prcMsrve  the    kin<;'s  peace;    but 
Alfred  made  tii;il  diduMrable  dishibulioji  of  the  kin^dom^ 
for  IIm  Biote  ipecd^  and  efiectuial  adtniuiiftraliou  of  justice^  by 
ditiding  and  subdividiug  it  into  counties,  hundreds,  and  t^thing^ 
the  basift  of  the  present  enviable  cooslitulion  of  England^  these 
hio  kii»d»  of  jurisdiction  i»c:re  separated.    That  prudent  monarch 
Mriselj  judging  that  the  possession  of  two  such  exuberant  sources 
«f  power^  gave  the  earls  an  iruk'(>endeoce  of  the  crown,    and 
audi  ao  aacendancy  over  the  people  as  might  become  dangerous 
to  iJie^ouutry,  and  tend  to  prevent  the  free  execution  of  the  Liwa 
^    ^Mlahied  in  kU  iicw  jcinle  of  Icglstation.     He  ab»Uged  tiie  au- 
^k  Ikodty  of  the  earls  tliercfore«  by  creating  a  distinct  oflicei  and  a 
^^iiew  title*     It  was  ortlaincd,  in  future^  that  in  each  countv  there 
^Hpbould  be  a  Vkwomett  or  Shirrecx'e,  who  sliould  enjoy  a  certain 
^latiare  of  llie  power  in  hb  civil  and  judiciul  capacity,  formerly  m- 
Vested  solely  in  tike  came9t  or  carl.     Hy  virtue  of  his  authority^ 
tXie  shineeve  was  empowered  to  guard  the  prerogative  of  the 
^rown,  with  all  rights  and  privileges  attached  to  it,  to  levy  fines 
^irrTiousty  imposed,  and  transact  all  other  businass  of  a  similar 
^lld<     Antecedent  to  this  regulation,  one  motr,  or  court,  ser%ed 
4br  Ibe  decUioD  of  mililarY,  ci\il,  and  ecclesiastical  causes;  for 
Mkm  bciiriiig  of  which,  tiie  bishop  and  the  carl  cot^oiutly  presided ; 
liol  at  Ibia  period  a  severalion  was  made  between  temporal  antl 
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gpiritual  concerns.  The  bishop  was  allowed  to  bold  a  privileged 
court  for  his  diocese,  and  the  sheriff  had  the  power  graated  to 
hill],  of  holding  courts  for  determining  all  cases  cognirable  by 
bb  authority.  Anciently,  these  officers  were  elected  by  the  free- 
holders assembled  in  the  county  court ;  but,  latterly,  tbey  haW 
been  chosen  by  the  king,  out  of  persons  returned  by  the  Jodgeft 
in  eyre,  as  eligible  to  serve.  When  the  sheriff  of  a  county  h 
sworn  into  his  office,  he  is  appointed  to  attend  the  jitdges,  assisi 
in  the  execution  of  justice,  fulfil  the  king's  orders ;  and,  for  Ibest 
purposes,  he  is  allowed  to  hold  two  courts — one  called  the  Ske^ 
riy*9  Tnm,  for  enquiring  into  all  offiAces  committed  against  tba 
common  or  statutable  law  of  the  realm ;  the  other,  named  tb^ 
County  Courts  for  the  hearing  of  pleas  between  debtor  and  cre- 
ditor ;  in  which  are  recoverable  all  debts  under  forty  sfiiHtngs. 
Formerly,  one  sheriff  served  for  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk,  and  the  usage  of  the  crown  was  to  make  an  alteraale 
appomtment  from  among  the  gentry  liable  to  serve  in  both  coiuh 
ties ;  as  is  still  the  custom  for  Cambridge  and  Huntingdon  shifes. 
Separate  high-sberiffs  were  first  appointed  for  those  two  counties 
b  the  eighteenth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  A.  D.  1576.  The  Lent 
assizes  for  this  county  were  held  at  Thetford  till  1797,  when  tbey 
were  removed  to  Norwich,  where,  with  the  summer  assizes,  they  arc 
now  kept.  The  quarter  sessions  are  held  in  the  shire-hall,  on  the 
Castle-Hill,  in  the  city  of  Nor\vich,  four  times  a  year,  viz.  in  January, 
April,  July,  and  Oclober.  In  the  same  hall  arc  also  held  the  assizes 
and  county  courts.  Tiic  castle  is  the  county  gaol  for  debtors  and 
felons;  and,  although  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  it  forms  part  of 
the  county,  and  is  solely  amenable  to  its  jurisdiction.  The  cus- 
tody of  the  castle  was  first  commitled  to  the  high-sheriff  of  Nor- 
folk, in  the  first  year  of  Edward  the  Fourth,  A.  D.  U6l. 

The  protecting  and  defensive  government  of  this  connty,  at 
present,  consists  of  two  parts— military  and  maritime;  though 
both  are  usually  vested  in  one  person. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant  is  locum  teuens  for  the  king,  and  as  hb 
deputed  viceroy,  presides  over  the  affairs  of  the  county.    To  this 
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ICce  of  fitglt  distiitttion  and  refpomibility  lie  is  appointed  by 
ttir  crown,  for  tlic  miiiragr mcnt  ivf  military  and  oilier  collutcral 
afTjfrti,  UnHtT  Uis  tonduct  and  cutitrol  arc  placed  Uk'  miHlia; 
!o  all  the  offifcrs  of  which  fic  has  the  power  of  granting  ccjm- 
mbsiODa^  appointittg  the  tfepulv-Hc-uteniints,  wlio  sufterfiiteod  and 
rf«tilat«  the  bullut ;  the  prestiitin^  the  names  uf  botli,  for  iht 
approbalioti  of  hb  MajcslY,  b<»ing  vrrlu;il!y  a  tiicre  matter  of 
dtquetle.  A^  Cuxtos  Roiuiaram,  he  possesses  Ike  power  of 
ptiltitig  gfiHlcfiieii,  properly  qualiBed,  ioto  the  conmiission  of 
Ihe  peace  ;  anrl  he  is  the  keeper  of  ihe  rolls  of  session.  Thougii 
lie  ba9  the  romtxMnd  of  tlie  nkilttary  farcc»  and  is  bmiself  & 
jtrtlice  of  the  peace,  and  of  the  qnorum  also;  yet  in  both  capa- 
citicii  of  I^rd  Lieutenant  and  Cuslos  Rolulorum,  he  appears 
r^llter  as  a  mint^ter  than  a  judge. 

Two  peers  of  this  county  were  the  origfnat  proposers  and 
slrenuous  supporters  of  the  bill  for  niii»ing  that  grand  national 
force,  the  militia;  which  received  the  sanction  of  the  three 
rstalesof  the  realm,  in  the  year  \757i  an  estabtishnient*  whicb, 

pngb  it  vms  so  power fu My  opposed,  and  gave  general  disgust  at 
time,  fi4s  since  proved  of  (he  highest  importance.  To  Nor- 
lbtk»  also,  bt'iongs  the  honour  of  having  raised  ihtafirni  tnilHi^ 
batallion,  which  early  miirrhed  out  of  the  county  to  Hilsea  bar- 
racks, near  Portsmouth,  Hunts,  inllicycar  1759. 

The  Marine  department  is  deputed  to  the  Vite  Admiral 
of  Norfolk;  an  officer  who  is  appotuleil,  and  exercises  his 
authority  uudcr  the  comnirssiou  of  tin:  Lord  Higli  Admiral  of 
norland.  He  is  invested  wilh  power  to  hohl  a  Court  of  Ad- 
fnimlty  fur  the  connty,  wilh  judges^  marshals,  and  other  proper 
officers,  snlmrdlnntc  to  him,  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  jnris- 
dktioQ  in  nil  mantime  affairs  within  hi«  peculiar  limits*  From 
tiii  decision,  and  the  sentence  of  the  court,  an  appeal  lies  to  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty;  from  the  Lords'  Commissioners  of 
which,  as  Provijicial  Vice* Admiral,  he  rci^uhirly  receives  his  in* 
atructions. 

Excludve  of  the  general  ju^t^1diction  of  the  county,  and  the 
D  4  Kinji'f 
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Ktng*5  courU,  there  are  within  it  sevcrnl  extra-judicial  pli 
and  courts  peculiarly  priviteged  by  exemptions  ami  power. 

1.  Curia  Ducatus  LancastriensiSf  or,  tiie  Liberty  of  tfie  Duclty 
of  Lancaster ;  the  court  belong:itig  to  which  is  kept  at  Ayblwiit,  I 

2.  Curia  Ducaiux  NorfokimHx,  or  the  Liberty  of  Ihc  Duchy 
of  Nortblk :  Uie  cuttrt  of  which  is  kept  at  Lapham,  or  eUe* 
wbere^  within  tlie  liberty,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Duke.  Of 
the  rise  and  privileges  of  thh  liberty,  a  {larticuUr,  yet  >uccioct 
account,  b  contained  in  a  manuscript,  now  in  piissession  of  the 
fctew'drd  of  the  court,  purporting  to  be  '  An  exempiilication  of  all 
the  grant*  and  privileges  of  the  said  liberty/  Tlie  extent  of  thb 
liberty  is  great  within,  and  reaches  beyond,  the  county.  It  was 
granted  by  Edward  the  Fourth,  by  patent  under  the  broad  seal, 
dated,  at  Westminster,  December  7,  146$,  to  John  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk, and  Elizabeth  hb  wife,  and  their  heirs  for  ever.  The  wliole 
comprises  liie  manors  and  demesnes  of  Fomset,  Framliagbam 
parva,  Ditchlnghatn  parva,  Ditchingharn,  Loddt*ii,  Sisland,  Halrer- 
gate.  South  Walsliam,  Cantley,  Strunipaliaw,  Castor,  Wliitertoa^ 
Dicklcburgb,  Beighton,  and  Bayfield  :  it  also  contains  the  wtioU 
hundred  of  Elarshain,  and  the  half  hundred  of  Guiltcrosa,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk :  and,  also,  the  towns,  parishes,  and  demesnoi 
of  KeUube,  Bonnagaie,  Peasenhull,  Calente,  Stonham,  Denniag- 
ton,  Bnindi^h,  Ilketshalt,  and  CnitfieUI,  in  Suffolk.  It  extendi  to 
the  rapes  of  Lewes  and  pramber;  m  the  hundred  and  lordship 
of  Bo!>ehain,  and  the  town  of  Stoughton,  in  Sussex.  The  manor 
and  lordships  of  H>e^ate  and  Harking,  in  Surry :  and  the  town, 
manor,  and  lordships  of  Harwich  and  Dovercourt,  tn  Essex,  are 
subject  to  it.  The  said  Duke  to  have,  within  the  said  manors, 
lordships,  and  jurisdictions,  the  return  of  all  writs,  bills,  ]$um« 
monSf  precepts,  and  niaudates  of  the  King ;  so  tliut  no  aheriff. 
Of  any  other  officer,  shall  enter  the  said  liberty.  To  which  pri- 
Tiiegc  was  added,  alt  fines,  amerciaments,  profits,  penalties,  and 
other  royalties;  also,  waifs,  strays,  felous-goofJs,  and  forfei* 
turcs.  With  these  was  conveyed  to  the  said  Duke,  full  power 
to  have  his  own  coroners,   clerks  of  tht  inarketSt   and   other 

olhcers» 


NOB FOLK.  69 

iito  the  exdiequer  for  the  king's  use.    In  die  reiga  of  Edgar, 
mhea  the  list  respecting  this  coiintv  begins, 

1.  JEtr&lstak,  styled  half-komng,  or  half-king,  was  tlie  fint 
carl  of  Eust-Anglia.  lie  retired  to  the  monastery  of  Glastonbury^ 
where  dymg,  his  widow  was  made  King  D {gar's  queen. 

2.  Etublwold,  son  of  .£thelstan,  succeeded  him  in  that 
reiga.  This  was  the  amorous  nobleman  sent  by  Edgar  to  view  for 
inn  the  fiiir  Elfrida,  daughter  of  Ordgar,  Earl  of  Devon ;  and 
^mog  captivated  with  her  engaging  charms,  resolved  on  possess-, 
iag  bar  lumself ;  for  which  act  of  presumptuous  temerity,  be  was 
assassinated  by  order  of  the  kiug ;  who  afterwards  married  llie 
widow,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  aud  tiireats  of  Dunttaa 
the  archbi&iiop  of  Canterbury. 

3.  Ail  WIN,  or  Egelwinr,  was  tlie  third  earl,  aud  made 
calderroan  of  all  England.  At  the  instance  of  Oswald,  arcb- 
biabop  of  York,  lie  founded  the  abbey  of  Ramsey,  and  endowed 
it  witb  two  hundred  hides  of  land.  Strongly  attached  to  Mona- 
cfaism,  be  asserted,  that  tlie  monks  were  the  only  sup|K>rters  of 
religion ;  for  which  partiality  the  monkisti  hutortaiis  have  staled 
iiim,  mUchs  Dei,  or  the  friend  of  God.  He  <lied  A.  D.  993. 
He  had  been  thrice  married,  and  one  of  his  widows  conferred  on 
the  abbey  of  Ramsey,  the  lordship  of  Brancarirr  m  this  county, 
.to  enable  the  monks  to  have  their  winter  vestments  liucd  with 

4.  Ulfkettle,  or  Uffkelel,  his  successor,  was  a  person  af 
great  valour  and  prowess,  numerous  proofs  of  which  he  gave  in 
bit  various  engagements  with  the  Danish  invaders,  under  their 
leaders  Sweyn  and  Canute.  By  the  troops  of  the  latter,  both  be 
aod  his  son  were  slain  in  the  battle  of  Ashdown  in  Essex. 

5.  TURKBTIL,  or  Turkil,  a  Dane,  was  then  raised  to  thii 
important  trust,  under  the  style  and  title  of  Duke  and  Earl  of 
Ibe  East-Danes,  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  co-fouuder  with 
King  Canute  of  Ashdown  church,  built  to  commemorate  the  fatal 
overthrow  of  King  £<lii)uiid  Ironsides,  in  a  battle  fought  upon  the 
hill  on  which  it  was  erected. 

6.  Hakold, 
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€.  HkTtOkOf  second  sou  to  Earl  Godwin,  wu  Uie  next  earL 
He  %'acated  his  eurldoiu  by  accepting  the  crown,  atid  was  soon 
■ften^ards  slain  at  tlic  memorable  battle  of  Hastings.  Ou  \ihi  ad- 
vancenicDt  to  the  throne  of  Engiand, 

7.  Leo  PR  I  c,  Earl  of  Mercia,  was  raised  to  the  dignity ;  and 
u'as  the  last  who  bore  the  title  of  Earl  of  East-Anglin  ;  for  af^er 
the  arrival  of  WUliam  of  Kormandy,  and  his  accession  to  the 
throti«,  Ihe  utiole  system  of  government  was  cbatiged ;  and  Saicoit 
laws,  customs,  and  distinctions  were  superceded  by  the  mtrodu&> 
tiofi  of  Norman  jurisprudence.  Ttie  Earidom  of  Norfolk  was 
fened  by  the  conqueror  on 

1.  Ralph  db  Wahbk,  or  Guader,  whom  sonic  writers  ha 
considered  as  a  naihe  of  this  county  ;  but  from  the  partitiou  of 
lands  which  took  place  at  tiiat  time,  it  appears  tliat  he  was  bora 
in  Brittany,  and  took  tlw  surname  of  Guader,  from  his  castle  of 
Ouader  in  tliat  country*  Nine  manors  in  Norfolk  were  bestowed 
upon  iiinv  with  tlie  title  of  Earl  of  Norfolk  aud  SuffM,  Having 
conspired  against  his  benefactor,  A.  D.  1075,  he  was  obliged  to 
fly  to  Denmark  *;  after  which  tJie  order  of  tlie  cross  was  conferred 
tjpon  him,  and  he  died  in  tbe  crusade  under  Robert  Curthuse; 
duke  of  Normandy,  Hia  estates  l>eing  contiscated,  acveml  of 
them,  together  witii  the  title,  were  granted  to 

2.  Roger  Bigod,  who  at  the  time  of  tlie  Norman  buttcv. 
held  several  great  lordships  in  this  county.  He  came  over  willi 
tbe  conqueror^  and  for  his  eminent  services  at  the  battle  of 
Hastings,  the  capital  lordship  of  Fomcetf  in  the  hundred  of  Depe> 
bam,  was  granted  to  him  ;  which  lordship  has  ever  since  constitiiled 
a  part  of  tbe  estates  |K»ssessed  by  the  dukes  of  Norfolk.  Though 
this  earl  revolted  agaiust  William  Rufus,  yet  he  continued  a  faith- 
ful adherent  to  King  Henry  the  First.  Dying  in  the  iirst  year  of 
Uiat  moilarch's  reign,  he  was  buried  in  the  niooabtcry  which  be 
had  founded  at  Tbetford«  Wiiliem  Bigod,  his  son  and  vUccci- 
ioi;  having  been  lost  by  shipwreck,  with  part  of  the  royal  house- 
hold, in  which  were  the  king's  two  sons»  in  their  way  to  Nor* 

inandy^ 

*  S«e  Sim.  Duttctm :  aivd  BromptOQ. 
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X  Hc6ii  BlGOD,  hti  broltier,  ftuccceilcd  to  \ht  title:  ^hoiti 
Kit^  Steplien,  for  tbe  aii^Uiaiice  aftordeil  by  Ungh,  in  nmng 
bim  to  iUt  Uirootf,  rene\\cd  liie  «xtbct  litle^  and  cieatcd  liim 
Rsirl  of  Eait'AngUa.  To  ttie  title  «»d  dignity  of  Eari  of  AS»r* 
/Uk,  be  was  »(terwards  adviinced*  by  King  Henry  the  SecoDff. 
A,  D.  1 166.     He  died  utUiiilcd  A.  D.  1 177* 

4.  KoGER  BlOOD,  who,  Itiougb  beir  to  tlie  honor  of  the  carl- 
doin  of  Norfolk,  and  to  the  stewardshvp  of  the  royal  household, 
WW  obUged  lo  iiurcbane  both,  by  the  payment  of  one  tlioitsand 
muks  in  eoi»Cf|uenre  of  the  attjiinder  of  lil»  futhcr.  In  the 
tine  of  King  John  be  juiucil  Ibe  rcfrftctory  barons,  and  Yfw  one  of 
lb«  muft  active  aiuongut  Ibem  in  procuring  for  tbc  people  that  great 
padladiam  of  English  iiberly,  Magnu-Charia.  He  dying,  A.  D« 
1220,  watMCCttdcd  by  bit  son, 

5.  HtiOH  BtcoD,  who  died  in  Ibe  niulb  yeiu*  of  Henry  the 
TliinI,  A.  D.  \ti,'»,     HU  son, 

6.  RooER  BiGOD,  waa  early  taken  notice  of  by  Henry  Ibe 
^Chtnl,  for  tite  singular  &ktU  he  disfibyed  at  a  touruameait  held 
beliNreeo  the  norlhem  and  southern  nobles,  in  llie  twenty- firMt 
jmt  of  that  monareirs  reign.  This  Earl  strenuously  cpjimed 
the  lyppressive  power  of  Rome,  and  exerted  hiiusilf  to  relieve 
the  kingdom  from  the  papal  enactions.  He  died  in  the  fi^y-fourth 
year  of  lienry  the  Third ;  and  leaving  no  iisuc, 

7.  Roo&a  Bioop,  bis  nephew*  succeeded.  He  h«d  been 
adviiiced,  in  a  purltament  heUl  at  0\futd«  A.  D.  125A,  lo  the 
ofllee  of  Justice  of  England  ;  and  being  aasodatcd  soon  after 
with  two  other  judges,  Roger  de  Turkeii  and  Gilbert  Preston, 
went  the  circuit  of  the  kingdom,  by  what  then  were  termed  itrra, 
from  county  to  county,  and  hberty  to  liberty,  for  llic  impartial 
administration  of  josticc.  He  opposed  the  arbitrary  inipositioQ$ 
of  King  Edward  the  First  upon  lands  and  wool ;  and  obtained 
from  that  prince  a  coufirmation  of  the  t^-o  great  charters  of  the 
ifll.  and  also  of  Ibe  *Ariiadi  tuprr  Chm-taM*  i^xpltuatory  of 
Ibeir  meaning  and  citcnl ;  together  with  aa  edict  of  amnesty  for 
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aU  past  crrmes  and  misdemeanors,  created  by  tlie  abuse  of  them. 
Though  he  had  an  heir,  in  his  brother  John,  yet  he  constituted 
the  king  his  successor,  resigning  to  him,  previous  to  Iris  deaths 
which  happened  A.  D.  1305,  the  marshal's  rod.  Edward,  thus 
in  'possession  of  the  office  of  manlial,  and  tlie  earldom  of  Nof^ 
folic,  conferred  them  both  on  his  tiflh  son, 

S*  Thomas  Plantagenet  dr  Brotmerton,  who,  dying 
without  issue,  A.D.  133S,  Margaret,  fats  wife,  was  crated  u 
dueken  ;  who  marrying  John  Lord  Scgrave,  liad  issoe  a  datigfater» 
mmied  Elizabeth,  afterwards  married  to 

p.  Thomas  Lord  Mowbray,  who,  in  right  of  his  wife; 
succeeded  to  the  honor  of  Norfolk.  He  was  the  fir$t  dhftt; 
created  by  Richard  the  Second  before  the  year  1380.  Tlie  Km^ 
bestowed  on  him  the  office  of  Earl  Marshal  of  England,  with 
remainder  to  the.  lieirs  of  his  body;  and  the  united  offices  of 
Marsiial  in  the  Courts  of  King's  Bench  and  Exchequer,  and  Mai^ 
shdl-Cryer  before  the  Steward,  and  Marsiial  of  the  King's 
Household.  He  was  banished  in  1398,  and  died  at  Venice  ia 
tlie  year  1400,  when 

10.  Thomas  de  Mowbray,  succeeded  to  the  marshalship, 
but  not  to  the  dukedom  ;  and  for  conspiring  against  King  Henry 
the  Fonrlli,  was  beheaded  at  York,  A.  D.  140/. 

11.  John  DE  Mowbray,  his  brother,  having  fought  valiantly, 
during  the  wars  in  France,  under  Kings  Henry  the  Fifth  and 
Sixth  ;  he  was,  by  an  unanimous  vote  of  parliament,  restored  to 
the  hereditary  title.     He  died  A.  D.  1 438. 

12.  JoHK  DE  Mowbray,  his  son,  had  the  title  confirhied; 
and  died  in  the  first  year  of  Edward  the  Fourth.     His  son, 

13.  John  dk  Mowbray,  died  Duke  of  Norfolk,  in  tlie 
fiAeenlh  year  of  Edward  the  Fourth,  leaving  one  daughter,  mar-* 
ried  to 

14.  Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  op  York,  second 
son  of  Edward  the  Fourth.  In  right  of  his  wife,  he  became 
Duke  of  Norfolk ;  bat  dying  without  issue  in  the  Tower,  A.  I>. 

1483, 
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liS5,  llie  honor*  ami  pari  uf  the  csttites,  devolved  upon  Mar- 
gutU  daiij;tilcr  and  co-tieireu  of  TlomaA  dt  liloivbnky,  married 
to  Sir  Robfii  Homrard,  Kiift.  ^hosc  son, 

15.  Sift  JoHH  Howard,  KnL  ^m  created  hy  Kidrntd  the 
Third,  A.  D.  1483,  Duke  of  Norfolk.  Iti  the  ilhtstriotis  htmly 
of  Howard,  the  title,  tligtiif^,  kc.  liavu  cvtr  siiice  tvuiuiiicd ;  the 
most  uoble  Prince  Clmrlcs  Howanl,  ihc  tenth  io  descent,  bein^ 
the  prcseot  Dakt  of  Norfolk* 

Tim  county  also  gives  fUtes  lo  the  following  pceri  ; 

Tkelfard^-Aitpn^kw^  lUmy  Fikzroy.  Ditke  of  Gr^on,  Earl  of 
Euiton  and  ArJingtoii»  k  I'iacount  Tkttjord*  /<yKi»— George 
Tonrmhctid,  is  MarquhTowwsiaciA  of  Hmnham,  VL^count  Town* 
■lieoilt  and  bIau  Hatun  Teti^naluud  of  Lynn.  Yarmouth — Frtut* 
CM  Seymour  Conway  Seyitiuur,  Marqim  Mod  Earl  of  ilerlfonl,  b 
Earl  of  Yarttmuih,  B/£i.A/i««-— Robert  Hubarl,  Eurl  of  Biict* 
btghamthirt-,  is  Bitrow  Ihbart  of  Blkkling,  Burnham  Tlwrp$ 
— The  ftev.  Wtllmm  Ncisott,  brother  of  the  bte  ever-io>l>C'hi« 
menCcd  iwvul  hero,  Horatio  Ncbon,  is  Vixcounl  Nelson  of  tli« 
Nile,  nod  of  Bvrnham  Thorpe^  in  tiiis  county.  H'oUerton-^ 
IfomttoWaltiolc,  Earlof  Orford.  h  Buron  Watftoie  of  Wokeriom. 
^ij^W-^Hstrbord  Harbord,  is  Bmron  Suffieid.  CallMarpe^ 
George  Cttlliiortie,  is  Baron  Caltkorpe.  Kimberletf — John 
WodthaitM*^  h  B&rmi  WodtlnMsr  of  KimUrletf,  WaUin^ham-— 
Tbomftf  lie  Qrey,  is  Baron  fVaisingfutm. 

The  citjf  of  ?iaru:ich,  though  so  long  coiispictjous  m  the  pag* 
of  history,  dors  ont  n|)priir  to  \m\c  give  it  uiiy  titk  of  civil  honot 
till  llie  reign  of  CItarIrs  liie  First,  who,  August  the  24.lh,  KjUG, 
erratt**!  Eilwurtl  I-ord  f>ei)ny  of  Walllmm,  Earl  of  Norwich*  lo 
the  thitd  inheritance,  for  want  of  issue  male,  it  became  extinct* 
iod  vms  revived  by  Chailcs  the  Second,  io  the  S'lth  year  of  his 
n^gn.  who  created  Hcnr}  liownrd,  Lord  Howard  of  Castlo 
Bisiogr  Eirl  of  Norwidi ;  who  ufUrwardu  became  Duke  uf  Nrr- 
foUL 

Many  of  the  ancient  lilies,  borne  from  phiccs  iii  this  county* 
art  donuat^  or  extinct.     Baronets,  which  were  first  created  by 

J4Jtlf« 
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James  the  First,  in  llie  ]rear  l6l  I,  seem  to  ansTter  to  iiie  feuds 
Laroits  of  ancieut  times  when  the  dtsttuction  existed  of  baroi 
ef  pitritamcntf  siiid   barons  by  patent.     Of  the  inimber  whi 
have  been  created  ivithin  thb  county^  the  titles  of  tuenty-uiticj 
ire  extinct,  and  sixteen  are  still  retained. 


Ancibnt  and  present  St atb  of  Property,  Skats,  &< 


USUI 


When  William  Duke  of  Normaodj  bad  asserted  his  right  U 
the  crown  of  England,  and   possessed  himself  of  the  counti 
by  the  sword,  h»  first  object  was  to  gtve  stability  to  the  throne,' 
by  the  extension  of  his  power.     This  he  kk>u  accontpUslied  by 
enforcing  arbitrary  acts,  and  by  the  most  oppres&ive  dm 
The  ambitious  desire  of  aggrandif^inent  may  be  the  source  oi 
tyranny ;  but  the  motives  to  the  exercise  of  it,  witl  generally 
found  in  the  sedocements  of  wealth.     Cliarges  of  disatiRection 
tlie  vanquished  arc  prclimiaaries  to  rapine ;  and  where  cooi 
lion  is  resisted,  spoliation  ensues. — The  Siixoii  nobiiily»  who 
oppos4.>d  wUh  their  counsel,  their  wealth,  or  their  amis,  the 
pation  of  I  he  conqueror,  he  comidered  the  just  victims  of  h 
lelalialinc;  vengeance;  and  those  who  bad  stood  neuter,  he  could 
not  coiuiiier  in  the  light  of  friends.     Even  such  as  hud  openly 
espoused  his  cause,  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  continue  kM 
their  honors  and  estates,  for  two  cogent  reasons :  lirst,  because 
he  was  a  sufticieut  politician  to  know,  that  forced  obedience  it 
never  sincere ;  and  that  it  will  last  no  longer  than  the  compulsory  I 
cause  continues  to  act :  and  secondly,  because,  had  he  not  in 
some  degixe  fulHUed  the  flattering  promises  he  bad  made,  an<^ 
reaUased  the  hoprs  of  gain,  which  bad  been  excited,  he  woukH 
have  esasperated  those  military  heroes,  who  hat)  ventured  their  all 
to  put  him  in  pi)&«essitn  of  the  kingdom.    This  could  only  be  done 
by  a  ecueral  strizure  of  the  estates  possessed  by  the  Saxon  nobility. 
This  measure^   however  unjustifiable,  was  nowr  become  at 
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Itftelv  necrstary  for  hw  future  security.     A  gene ral  delict  of  cohHj- 
cation  1^  '  ihe  realm  wan  issued,  ami  Ihc  csfatet  so  alienated, 

were  p<\  at  atnoiig  li»  Nornon  followers.   He  thus  disposed 

of  Ibe  manors,  or  landtHl  property,  in  llic  county  of  Norfolk* 

To  HtjGH  UE  Abuancis,  his  sbter*s  son,  he  gave  to  hold, 
liy  Ihc  »wonl,  the  liUirlflnni  of  Chester,  with  iw€ive  manors  in  this 
county. 

Odo,  BisKop  ofBAfEiix,  m  Normandy,  hh  brother  by  his 
mother*!!  aide,  he  matle  Count  Palatine,  Earl  of  Kent,  with  prece- 
dence over  all  eitrfs  :  and  constituted  htm  Jitsliciarius-Aiigliie,  gave 
Ilim  pnwer  of  niiikin^  laws,  mid  the  nd ministration  of  them ;  und 
enfeoffii  him  with  Twrnttf-tttm  ffuinort  in  Norfolk,  exclusive 
of  mimerotis  other  possessions. 

Upon  At  A  if  RtTPiTB,  or  Fergeimr,  son  of  £udo.  Earl  of 
BrillJtny,  wlium  he  created  Ettrl  6j  Richmond  in  Yorkslnre,  he 
liestnwcd  eighty -one  manorx. 

Walter  Gifpard,  son  of  Oiiboni  de  Bolebec,  and  Avellne^ 
his  wife,  he  made  Earl  of  Biickiugham&hire,  and  gave  him 
tirentif-fi^ht  mtmot'S, 

]tALf>if  Waher,  or  Onadrr,  he  created  Earl  of  Norfolk  and 
Soffblk,  and  bestowed  upon  him  the  manors  of  Bucbam,  Acles,  Hal" 
frble,  Fiacelle,  Castor^  Belege,  MiddMon,  Eceles,  and  Walsham. 

WtLLlAW  Eari.  of  Warrun,  in  Normandy,  nepbcw  to  the 
Countess  Ounnora*  be  constituted  Earl  Warren  aud  Surretf: 
and  ipive  btm,  as  a  meed  of  valour,  ^ne  hundred  and  thh-t^-nine 
lordnhipn. 

To  EuDrt  Dl  Ryb,  or  Hhia,  foorth  son  of  Hubert  de  Rye, 
he  gave  ninr  manors :  and,  for  bis  fidelity,  he  appointed  him  his 
locura-lencns  in  Normandy :  and  roarle  his  elder  son  Governor  of 
AwTcrV/j  Cnxtif, 

To  Wtlijam  DEAtBiNt  PiNCERNA,  his  bursar,  he  gave 
the  possessions  of  a  Tliane,  named  Edwin ;  comprising  the  four 
muDors  of  Snetishmn,  Sttarburu,  Staohoe,  and  Buckenham;  be« 
sides  ctmtirminf;  to  him  the  lands  which  came  by  Maud,  bis 
wife,  daughter  uf  Roger  Bigod>  consisting  of  ten  knight's  fees* 
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The  manor  of  Buckenliaui,  D<;  Albiui  held  by  the  service  of  I 

or  butkr  to  the  Kiog ;  whence  he  took  the  udditional  Daoic  of 

Pincrma, 

Humphry  de  Bohun,  hia  kinsnian,  the  CoDqiieror  created 
£arl  (if  Hereford,  aud  be<itowcd  upou  bim  the  tiiaoor  and  lord- 
ship of  Tuttcrford, 

To  Ra.lf  De  Li  m  ESI  be  granted  also  one  manor. 
On  Pbtbr  Dr  VAhOiNES  be  bestowed  twentif  loriMpv, 
Ralph  De  Baynari>,  be  enfeofed  with  fm-tif-fow  mafwrt, 
for  bis  sii^r-enjinenl  valour  aud  diislinguisbed  services. 

On  Ralph  De  Tone,  or  Ton^,  sop  of  Roger  de  Toni,  Ro^il 
Standard- bearer  of  Normandy,  for  his  valour,  be  conferred  nine- 
teen iordfihips, — Thus,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  ooly,  tkitt 
hundred  and  sevenitf^ine  manors  and  itndship^  were  wrested 
from  tbeir  legiliraate  owners,  aud  seized,  as  droits  of  the  crown, 
to  reward  the  raiJitary  services  ol  the  enterpriMiig  Normaos,  who 
had  risqtied  their  lives,  ajid  counected  iheir  foiluaes  with  those 
of  the  Cooquerof*  Of  these  proprietary  usurpers,  few  of  Uie 
descendants  iirberited  the  estates  for  any  coosiderable  period; 
and  were  they  to  be  souglit  amotig  the  present  nobility  and  gentry 
of  the  county,  scaKely  a  vestige  of  their  names,  or  their  ftitiii* 
Kes,  could  be  traced*  The  possessions  rapidly  passed  into  olitei- 
faniUies,  and/uisiiur  might  be  un  appropriate  niotlo  for  them  all. 
Duriflg  the  reign  of  I  he  Conqueror,  Ralph  de  Waher  iaviag  for* 
felted  his  honors  and  his  estates,  by  taking  up  arms  against  his 
sovereign,  l>oth  were  conferred  on  Hugh  Bigod,  who  had  dis- 
tinguished himiclf  in  the  battle  of  Hastings,  Tire  property  con- 
tinued in  this  family  tili  the  time  of  Edward  the  Second  ;  for,  i« 
1312,  Thomas  de  Brotberton  had  a  charter  iMail  general  of  the 
honors  and  estates  of  Roger  Bigod,  Marshal  of  England,  and 
Earl  of  Norfolk.  These  were  confirmed  to  bint  in  the  feign  of 
King  Edward  the  Third.  lu  whose  time,  the  iBanor»  in  tlie 
hundred  of  Brotbercross,  which,  till  that  period,  bad  bekwiged 
to  the  Earb  of  Warren  and  Surny,  were  given  to  Jobii  of  Gamt, 
Duke  of  LaacaiUr« 
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The  great  estates  in  the  handrccl  of  Soutli  £rpingbam»  descended 
^rom  die  Baroos  de  Rhia,  lo  the  Marshalsp  Earls  of  Pembroke; 
^rom  wliicti  family  Hiey  desceuded  lo  that  of  MorUy, 

Tire  potsetsiotis  of  the  Albims\  afterwards  Earls  of  Anindel* 
^actjtaiitely  i«iiMiine<i  iu  that  family  till  the  reigii  of  Heaiy 
Tbird;  when  ilugb  de  Atbitii  haviug  an  only  daughter,  they 
by  marriage.  Into  the  family  of  Montalt, 
The  estntci  of  Ralph  de  Tony,  went,  by  marriage,  in  the 
otEdwiird  the  Second,  into  the  family  of  Be^uchaiup,  Earl 
of  Warwick.  But  lo  pursue  the  various  changes  of  property 
nhkh  have  taken  place,  by  inheritance,  marriage,  or  demise,  would 
be  to  give  a  manorial  hislory  of  the  county.  Suffice  it  briefly  to 
iKUue  some  of  the  great  latidcd  proprietors  in  the  diU'ereat 
periods  subsequent  to  the  general  partition  already  noticed. 

Among  those  possessed  of  Inrge  divisions  of  property  in  tiiifl 
Cfttnty,  m  the  reign  of  Henry  the  First,  appears  the  name  of 
^am^llme,  EHwyn  de  Shurnburne  married  the  heiress  of  the 
Saxoo  Tbane,  or  Lord,  Thoke  j  and  in  this  family  tlie  estates^ 
vhidi  had  been  fint  seized,  and  then  restored,  by  the  Con- 
qiKTOrt  continued  nearly  six  hundred  years.  In  this  reigu,  WU« 
liam  D'Albtoi  possessed  large  estates  in  the  hundred  of  Forehoe; 
and  Ibc  fomily  of  Mouiifords,  in  the  hundred  of  Clackclose. 

fii  Ibe  lime  of  Henry  the  First,  Uje  Fitswallers  posseased 
Dns*  The  Hdrmgaya  had  large  powessions  in  the  reigns  of  King 
Eiclmni  the  First,  and  King  John ;  as  had  also  Waller  de  Nor- 
ftiefa. 

Iu  Ibe  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  among  families  who  had 
lirge  property  in  this  county,  occur  the  names  of  Brtion,  or 
-finVloff,  FiUlhtf  and  dr  IVaveney, 

In  Ibe  time  of  Edward  the  First,  the  several  great  proprietors 
*^«ie,  .Mil  dt  Cicvfring,  who  had  the  hundred  of  North  Erp- 
setltcd   upon   hitu  in  exchange  for  certaui  castles  and 
ui  Northumberland.     He  also  possessed  lands  in  Holt. 
T\k  linndrvd  of  Henstead  was  possessed  in  fee  by  John  de 

and  the  family  of  Segrave  held  lands  in  Loddon. 
J^^hn  Ihward,  from  wbom  are  descended  the  noble  families 
£2  of 
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of  Norfafk,  Su/l'aik,  nerkshirr,  &€.  dad  Urge  poBicaaiotif  lo 
Marsiiland,  and  other  parts  of  the  count v :  some  of  \vhicli  alill 
form  part  of  the  eKteiuive  domain;)  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk. 

In  tiic  reign  of  Edward  the  Sceoiid»  Oiibn't  Earl  ef  Clare 
held  lands  in  the  huudrtd  of  Goltow.  The  Vffords^  Eairh  of 
Suffolk,  held  Undstn  the  humJred  of  £ars))i*ni,  aiul  Ju  vurious  other 
parts  of  the  count^t^;  for  which  Robert  de  Ufford  obtained  a 
royal  charter  of  free-warren,  if»  the  mcceedin^  reigi*.  The 
barons  Rom  held  estates  hi  WayliHjd  lumdred..  The  i«mily  of 
he  Strange,  from  which  was  descended  Sir  Thonras  Le  Strange, 
Lord  Deputy  of  Irelind  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  SixHi,  a  dc- 
•ceodant  of  whom  ^vas  created  a  baronet  in  l62f).  were  great 
proprietors.  The  family  of  MtmialU  and  tlie  Ahrlrya  atbo  had 
large  possessTOns  licrc. 

Tlic  great  laiid-hoIJcrs,  In  the  llm^  <»f  Edward  the  Tlih^, 
were  John  of  Gaunt^  Duke  of  Laueuster,  who  was  vufeofcd  of 
manors  in  (he  hundreds  of  BrothercrosSi  North  Greeiihoe«  North 
£rpingham»  and  Loddon.  Sir  Roger  de  Kirdeston  held  large 
estates  in>tail,  vihicli  descended  to  the  Palest  Earls  of  Suflfolk, 
and  are  now  in  possession  of  tlie  Howard  family.  The  liigods^ 
who  had  changed  their  name  to  Felhriggs,  possirsscd  great  pml 
of  the  hundred  of  Gilcross.  The  family  of  Kneret  had  large 
possessions  in  Depwede.  Sir  John  Knevtt  was  Lord  Chancellor  iu 
tliis  reigu.  The  family  of  Woodhouse  possessed  estates  in  Four- 
lioe»  of  which  was  Robert  Woodhouse*  treasurer  to  King  Edward 
the  Third. 

In  the  time  of  Richard  the  Seeotid,  amotig  great  proprietora 
were  Mowhray,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Baron  Mortimer  of  Attfebo* 
roughs  Montacute  Earl  of  Salisbury,  kc. 

In  tlie  reigns  of  Henr}-  the  Fourth  and  nOhj  the  Bcmeys  bad 
irge  estates  in  the  hundred  of  Blofield ;  of  which  family  waj 
Sir  Robert  Bemey,  sherifT  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  iu  the  seventh 
year  of  Henry  the  Fourth ;  and  Richard  Bemey.  Esq«  who  was. 
created  a  baronet  l630.  The  Barons  BardolpkuM  were  great 
proprietors.  The  Pastonst  of  whom  William  Pastoo,  £aq,  wbci 
Ma^pubnc  judge  in  the  Court  of  Comioou  Pleas  during  the  suc- 
ceeding 
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^«fedii]g  retgu,  Jieki  cotisiticnblc  estates  in  the  hundred  of  Tuit- 
«lMd.  Tiie  Fitmfanft  £arl»  of  Aruiidcl.  and  the  S/uUons,  were 
gnfat  ppoprietoTii  in  iJiu  aud  Ihe  foJIowitig  reigns. 

In  Hie  tif»e  of  ilichaird  rhe  Third,  the  Dacrrs  vrere  great  land 
frnvprieion  in  this  county ;  and  thoae  of  Narford  aud  Tilnty  had 
krs^  po$ic&.simis. 

DiiKi^  the  reign  of  Heory  the  Seventh,  tlie  Townshrnds  became 
{yroprietor^  by  purchase  from  the  crown ;  of  which  family  Sir 
Roger  TowRshend,  one  of  the  j/^stic^s  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pkasy  was   at  this  time  a  distinguished  character ;  from  whom  is 
dcfeemlMl   the  present  Marquis  Townaheud.      T!ie    Yetvtrionji 
Vktmht  had  grtiit  possessions  in  the  hundred  of  Laundilch ;  of 
If  bom  WiUiaiu  had  been   Lord  Chief  Juglice  in  the  preceding 
rti§ii;  and  Xnm  of  Ihe  family  afterwards  held  the  aame  high 
oflfee,  one  in  the  xeign  of  Elizabeth,  and  another  in  the  tin^e  of 
CliBflet   the   First,     Sir  Jamfi  Ilahart,  Attorney-General  and 
Privy  Counsellor  to  the  King,  possessed  estates  in  tlje  hundred  of 
Cbverinj^^  a  descendant  of  whom  \s  the  preaeut  Ijord  lIobart« 
Xlm  Lovels  had  eatates  in  ihc  hundxed  of  Cbvering ;  of  wliich 
kadhft  one  was  in  Ihifi  jeigo  Ireasnter  of  the  household  and  pre* 
ndcfii  of  ihe  council.    The  ScvthweUs,  the  Gaudies,  and  the 
Sjpelmmmg,  wert  £it  this  lime  considemhle  families  in  the  county. 
In  Uk  lime  of  Henry  the  Eighlh,  among  tlic  great  proprietors 
Ihe  names  of  ITawarils,  Dukes  of  Norfolk;  Fitzalans, 
^aris  of  Arundel;  Lord  MiV/m/^Afry  de  Ercsby ;  Lord  Denny; 
Daci'tii  Lord  Lovtil :  the  llobarts^  Townskmdjft  Sltdtons, 
njt,   Southwells,   Cokes,   Pastuns,   Gonngs,    Spelmanft 
|#,  Sec, 
Tl»e  landed  interest  has  subsequently  undergone  a  maleriid  alle* 
^alion*     By  the  abt>lilion  of  feudal  customs,  the  admission  of  all 
«kises  of  society  to  participate  in  the  distribution  of  legal  privileges, 
«iid  the  general  diffijsioii  of  a  spirit  jof  trude  and  conmierce,  pro- 
^wjty  lias  been  greatly  divided  :  and  though,  in  some  cases,  large 
tracts  of  hind  have  been  accuniulateti  into  great  estates ;  yet«  in 
^■iiinerous  iusttmces,  both  the  tenures  ^d  the  ^owners  have  b^ip 

£  3  changed. 


^^^H          cbanged.     The  names  of  many  possessed  of  large  estates  In  llie 
^^^^H          county  will   be   seen   by  the    li«t   of  scats   hercaAer  annexed. 
^^^B          AUliougb  it  h'iis  been  remarked,  llmt  Norfulk  bo^  fewer  peerm 
^^^H          resident  iu  it,  thsn  any  county,  its  equal  in  size  and  importance  t 
^^^H         yet  in  few  are  found  so  many  independent  and  wealtby  commonerSg 
^^^H         possessing  princely  or  noble  fortunes.                                            ^ 

^^^^H                             Seats  of  Nchilihj  in  Norfolk.                   ^^M 
^^^m         Rainham  Hall    **                the  Alarquis Tou-nsbepd       ^^^| 

^^H         Houghton  Hall***** 

•  * .     Earl  of  Cholmondeley         ^^H 

^^H         WoLTBRTOK  Hall  **f 

^^^B         Buckekham  House    * 
^^^1          Clermont  LoDGB  •*• 

.  *  *     ^I  of  Orford                     ^^H 

*  • .     Lord  Petre                          ^^H 

•  ••     Lord  Clermont                   ^^^^f 

I  ord  Sutficld                            ^^^1 

^^^^^H                                U^«LT*U^M    >    •*        . 

^^^H          Ktmbeblby  Hall   -•• 

^^^^^H             Hfnvt  >«.«%%# 

Lord  Wodchouse                 ^^^H 

^^^^^^L                  IX/nvnt^?^ 

1  .^wi  AA^..»k**»u                  ^^^^H 

^^^^^B                        Seats  of  Baronrtt  end  Commoturt*              *^^H 

^^^^^    RaveNINghAM  House   *•     Sir  Edm.  Bacon,  premier  Baut. 
^M         Barton  Bendish,  ami       1  ^^  j^^^  g^^,^.  ^^^               _ 
^^^H         KirdyBedon  •••.••-•••3                                          ^^M 

^^H          AtCATTON Sir  Edward  Berry,  Bart        ^^H 

^^^H          CosTBSSEY  Hall*** Sir  Wm.  Jerningham,  Bart,    ^^B 

^^H          Harling,  West Sir  J.  Saimders  Sebright,  Bart.     ■ 

^^^^^B              tr«»  ♦  •u'.M«^»  _  _  -  -  . 

.  ^  .       5%tr  Marlin.nmuni»  FfilkcA.    Barf..H 

^^^^^                                                                                                               LAIHGhKtM 

S?IXWORTH   •••••»••.. 

Stow  BAitDOLPif  Hall 
Stratton  Straw  less 

Taverham     

Toft,  West 
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Fritncis  L««>gc,  Esq, 
*•     Thomas  Hare,  tlsq» 
.  •     Robert  Maribham»  Esq. 
■  *      Mrs,  Branlhwavt 

Steplien  Payne  Gulwaj^  E«q, 


Thblto.n  Hall    Thomas  Havers^  £sq< 

Thbtford  Ford  Place  •  •     Cieorgc  Beaucbamp^  £sq« 


i 


Rice  James,  Esq. 
Jolm  Harvcvt  Esq. 
T.  B.  Pleslow.  Esq* 
Hffiry  Bell,  E^. 
Henry  Loc  Wanjer»  Rnq, 
Heiiry  lJar«  TownsheJid,  Esq, 
Anthony  Hamond,  Estj. 


Tmetford  New  Place 

Thorpe  Lodgb    

Watlinoton    

Waluhoton  Hall    •• 
Walsingham  Abbey  •• 
Walpolb.  St.  Pbter's 
Westacre  High  House 

Weston  •••• ..•••     John  Ctistanc**,  Es(i. 

Westwick  Housb    •••..•     John  Berney  Pctre,  Esq, 

ff ITTOK ♦ —      Hon.  Col.  Wodehousc 

WooDTON  Hall    Robert  Suckting,  Esq. 

L      . ,  „,  (  S*ats  of  Col.  Hutlon»  and   Her 

i 


Wbasenham 


t      J.  Huuifrey. 
WillJiiiu  Robert  Mason,  Esq. 


Geographical  Description,  Divisions,  &c, 

Norfolk  is  a  marillme  county,  bounded  on  the  norlh  and  ca^t 
by  the  German  Oc^ran^  or  North  Sea ;  on  the  south,  tfiv  rivers 
Wftvcney  and  Lfltle  Ouse  divide  it  from  Suflfolk ;  and  by  iJia 
Great  Ouse  and  Nenc  rirers,  it  is  separated  from  Cambridge- 
ftbirc  and  Lincobishire  on  the  west.  Tlie  shape  is  nearly  ellipti* 
tM\  bounded  by  a  convex  line,  a  little  indented  on  the  western 
extremity.  It  is  so  surrounded  by  its  marine  and  river  boundary^ 
Unit  it  may  be  considered  almost  an  islaitd,  being  connected  with 
Ibe  adjacent  land  solely  by  a  narrow  causeway,  raised  through 
lite  marshes  near  Lopham.  The  longest  diameter  is  in  the  direc* 
tion  of  east  to  west,  from  Yarmoulb  to  Wiabcach ;  and  the  con- 
jugate 
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jugate  diameter  north  and  south,  from  Wdls  to  Billingford. 
Templemau  esli mates  tlie  former  to  be  fift}-«even  niiles,  and  Uic 
latter  tdirtyofive.  Hi:  also  states  tlie  contents  to  be  1426  square 
geographical  miles ;  but  Mr,  Kent,  whose  skill  and  accuracy  io 
surveying  appears  preferable,  states  the  greatest  length  to  be  fifly- 
niije  miles,  iuid  the  greatest  breadth  to  be  thirty-ri^ht ;  com- 
priuog  an  area  of  1710  square  miles,  and  l,09i,40O  statult 
acres  *.  Mr.  Young,  not  bcmg  satisfied  with  this  statement,  bad 
the  recent  accurate  survey  of  the  county  carefully  measured ;  llie 
result  of  which  measuremeot  gives  1830  square  miles  for  ilie 
superfices ;  ivhich  countenances  Mr«  Howletfs  opinion,  that 
Norfolk  is  larger  than  Essex,  which  h  estimated  to  coataio 
1,240,000  statute  acres,  Norfolk  is  divided  into  lhirty>4hree 
hundreds,  containing  one  city,  four  sea-ports^  twenty-five  otlier 
market-towns,  and  seven  bundled  and  fifky-six  parishes;  a  grcaler 
number  tJian  any  other  county  in  the  kingdom f. 

The  editors  of  a  late  description  of  lite  county  say,  '*  We,  efca 
we,  who  have  made  a  personal  scrutiuy  in  i^ttt  and  mpartibus,  caiH 
uot  determine  the  exact  number  of  towns  or  parishes ;  nay,  the 
precise  number  of  markct4owns  is  yet  doubtful  {/'  Any  attempt 
to  decide  the  dubious  question,  by  referring  to  church  benefices, 
or  poH-books  at  elections,  will  be  equally  nugatory.    A  docu- 

went 


*  General  View  of  the  Agrieulture  of  Norfolk,  p,  6, 

t  Camden  gives  the  number  at  6^5.  Tbo  Magim  Britaiuua  makes  the 
Bunber  660.  BoUi  evidently  erroneoiis ;  for  bj  a  rate-book  of  taxeSf  mode 
a  Utile  sab3cqu«ut  to  the  time  of  the  former  writing,  and  Bntec^deDl  to  the 
latter,  in  Die  reign  of  WiUiEini  the  Third,  the  iitunl»er  of  tnaiket-lowra  is 
stated  to  be  thirty-two,  and  villages  711.  But  ctrtainty  h  not  to  be  eX' 
pected ;  at  at  difierent  peiiods  the  nittnber  occasionally  varies  in  all  exmn* 
lies  by  the  depopulation  of  some  paraahes*  and  the  creation  of  others.  In 
tome  c&scs  of  depopulated  tillafeA^  aJUioiigh  the  chnrdiea  liave  long 
dilapidated,  the  pariibes  are  still  integral  and  diitinct.  In  other  ii 
the  payment  of  taxes  tiaTing  l»een  comolidated  with  that  of  adjoiniag 
parishes,  the  places  rease  to  be  enumerated  in  tlie  parochial  lists. 


1 


I  Hittory  and  Anti^iaities  of  Norfolk^  p*  21. 
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.BKOl  It  |n«9erved  in  bistory,  i^bkli  tendi  to  &hew  l!iut  Mr.  Kent's 
caurnefation  is  rather  under  thari  above  the  marlc.  In  \he  yt 
1371,  the  Ckrgy  gnuited  to  the  King  a  bcucvolf  oce  for  can*] 
itig  OD  tfic  French  war.  The  sum  was  five  thousauU  pounds ;  to 
raise  which  every  parish  was  ordered  to  pay  afler  the  ratio  of 
5L  l6s*  the  greater  to  hdp  the  less.  On  that  occasion,  the 
Bishop,  M/hcn  he  made  llie  return  for  this  diocese,  ctrtitied,  Uiat 
Norfolk  bad  in  it  right  hundred  and  sir  parinhes,  and  would  raise 
3,6741  \6i,i  and  that  8uff<dk  IumJ /w  hundred  and  fjtfrm 
parbtwSy  wliich,  by  reason  of  tJteir  poverty,  %verc  excused  for 
Si.  12s.7d.eaich,  and  therefore  would  raise  but  2»92<>l*. 

Climate,  Sfc, — From  Ifte  situation  of  this  county,  parti  of  it 
being  axposed  to  the  ocean*  and  otli«>r9  to  a  large  extent  of 
ttmrsh-land,  the  air  ii  ettremcly  cold  in  winter,  and  at  the  early 
ytrl  of  spring.  North  ^tvd  north«easterly  winds,  it  has  bccu 
observed,  are  more  prevalent  here  ttian  in  any  other  part  of  I  he 
kingdom.  These  arc  severely  felt,  and  vegetation  is  conse<jaenlly 
litckward.  The  contiguity  to  the  sea  and  the  mamhvs,  with  the 
Tipors  brought  from  HoUatid,  accounts  for  tlie  frequent  raini 
during  the  summer  months  ;  at  which  season  storms  of  tfaundtrr^ 
%btning,  and  tornadoes,  are  not  unusual  though  they  are  seldom 
of  so  long  duration  as  in  more  hilly  districts.  Mr.  Young  coii- 
gMers  tiie  temperature  as  rather  aifccling  animal,  than  vegetable 
Rft;  but  there  does  not  appear  any  just  ground  for  the  distinc- 
l300.  The  vital  principle,  wliatever  it  may  be,  is  evidently  ho- 
nmgeneous  throughout  nature  ;  and  whatever  operates  upon  tbal» 
will  produce  salutiferous  or  deleterious  effects  upon  vegetables 
as  well  as  animals^  though  different  tti  degree,  and  unequal  in 
importance.  Wljoever  has  visited  the  county  of  Norfolk  in  tl^ 
•pring,  and  has  previously  examined  the  operations  of  nature  in 
tlie  wddfand  districts,  must  have  been  sftruck  with  the  backward 
ap])earance  of  (he  crops,  and  at  the  sight  of  miturc  dwindling 
under  the  apparent  iofiueuce  of  even  a  genial  sun.  In  the  hun- 
dred of  Marshland^  and  other  fenny  parts  of  the  cotjuty^  the  air 
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is  not  only  cokl,  but  exceedingly  damp ;  and  l!ic  mliabitaoh  art 

subject  to  ititerniitting  fevers.     These   are  endemtal,    so   IliHt 

streiigersj  on  ttteir  first  residence,  are  getierally  attacked   with 

ugues  :  on  wMch  occasion  they  are  proverbiafly  said  to  be  **  at- 

reded  by  the  bai/iff  of  Murshfand."    Tbe  country  to  the  north 

and  norlb-wcst  of  Ttielford,   forming  the  greater  part  of  Norfilk, 

coDsiiting  of  a  Bandy  or  gravelly  soil,  is  peculiarly  salubrious  and 

f>iea^ant. 

Sur/ucr,  general  appearance ^  and  Soil  tf  the  cmtntif, — The 

face;  of  Norfolk  may  be  considered  as  le^s  VHrieti  in  its  features 

than  tlial  of  any  Imct  of  country,  of  equal  extent,  in  the  kingdom. 

No  mounUtitis  in  the  interior  furnish  trails  of  the  gmnd  :  no  bold 

and  tow«'ring  clitic,  of  llie  ^ublinie ;  an<l  feur  umbrageous  uroodt 

and  windijrg  vale*  of  the  beautiful  and  picturesque  to  scentry. 

Though  I  hoe  are  the  general  cbaracleri!*tii!s,  yet  Ihere  are  soaii« 

exceptions  to  litis  uqiformity  of  appearance:  particularly  iu  tl»« 

iiorlbem  parts^  uherc  tbe  general  surface  is  somewhat  broken  mio 

moderate  elevations  and  depressions ;  ivbcre  turf>ctad   hills,  and 

fertile  vatlics  are  diversified  by  woods,  coppices,  bedgc-rows,  aoci 

oihcr  enlivening  sylvan  decorations.     The  cottages  and  sniatl 

farm  hou&es  are  many  of  Iheni  of  wattle  and  dab,  or  Uilu 

and-jttasler,  and  covered  wilji  Ihatcb  :  there  are  some,  liowevcj", 

neatly  built  with  brick,  and  roofed  with  slate  or  pantile.   Tlie  ou- 

merous  good  bouses  of  opulent  yeomen,  and  llie  seals  of  Ibc  ui>- 

bility  and  gentry  adoni  many  parts  of  the  county.     The  surfno^ 

Mr.  Kent  observes,  except  about  Nonvicb  and  on  the  coast,  near 

Sherrtngham  and  Cromer,  is  chiefly  a  dead  flat,  the  aspect  unt* 

form :  and  as  tlie  most  uinnterest'mg  parts  lie  to  the  south-west, 

Inhere  strangers  mostly  enter  tbe  county,  it  must  offer  to  them  a 

dreary  and  forbiding  ap|)earance.     The  entrance  from  the  south 

|iy  way  of  Colchester,  however,  bringi  the  traveller  into  a  fine 

rich  country  towards  the  north  and  north-east ;  and  these  parts 

beitiig  enclosed,  well  cultivated,  and  abounding  with  timber,  more 

than  most  maritime  districts,  exhibit  a  variety  of  chearfiil  »cen^ 

and  pleasing  views. 
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Tlie  most  exien&ive  prosp^jcls  are  fioin  Ashill  near  Swaffimm; 
Holkbunt:  Dockiu;^,  near  BuraLani;  Melton,  ucar  EioU;  FonnglaiiJ 
iitiil  'riioq>c,  near  Nundicli.  Tlie  road  from  Waicliani  h  piclu- 
feM|iie»  luokin};  down  ou  Sufke}^  vale,  over  which  tlie  hilk  rise  ia 
ji  bold  maimer,  lUout;lj  bare  of  wood,  Nt-ar  BUkeney  isatiotlier 
of  Itiusc  beautil'td  bccues,  which  become  iulere^ting  from  iulricacy 
aiuJ  gloom. 

*•  As  to  Ihc  Soii^**  observes  Fidlcr,  '*  here  are  fens  and  liealhs, 
light  and  deep«  sand  and  day  grounds,  meadow  l:u)ds,aud  |iAstures 
and  arable,  woodlands,  and  woodless/*  Mr.  Kent*  divides  the 
county  into^rr  |Mrts  as  to  sail.  Fhwtt  the  dintrtct  to  the  north  and 
norili-eakt  of  Norwich,  coriiprisUig  the  hundreds  of  East  and  West 
Vlfggt  South  Walsliam.  Blolidd,  Wapping,  Tunstead^and  the  |»reaU 
eat  part  of  North  and  South  Erpingtiani.  which  consist  of  a  sandy 
Umtht  ''rqual  in  vahie  to  Itie  best  part  of  ihc  Austrian  Netherlands^ 
to  wliich  It  is  similar."  Second^  iJie  <li.*»trict  to  the  south  and  soulh- 
«MtofNorwich»  including  the  hundreds  of  Loddon^Clavering,  lieu- 
itctd,  Carsham,  Di^s,  Dcpewatie,  and  Humbleyard,  and  some  parts 
of  Forehoe  and  Mitford,  consists  of  stitf  wet  land,  composed  of  a 
mi&lure  of  sand  and  chiy,  and  aboiuuliog  with  springs.  Third,  the 
district  containing  Ijie  largest  part  ul'ihe  county,  and  lying  to  the  west 
and  Dortli-Hesl  of  Norwic:i»,  comprises  the  huDdred«t  of  Tuverham, 
Eyiisford,  Holt,  North  Grecidioe,  fjallow,  Luunditch,  Brolhcn* 
cross,  Smithdon^  Frcebridge,  aitd  Clackdose.  Tliis  is  what  gc» 
ocrally  goes  by  the  name  of  WcU-NorJoIkt  and  consists  princi- 
pally of  light  sandy  laud,  and  "  is  a  very  inferior  country  to  the 
two  preceding  districts/'  The  Fourth  district,  lying  south-west  of 
Norwich,  comprises  the  huiKlre<ls  of  Sliropbam,  Guilicross,  VVey« 
Jaud,  South  Cfreenhoe,  and  Grinishoef  which  consists  of  a  light 
Mliid;  so  light  indeed  in  the  latter  hundred,  that  it  frequently 
drifVs  in  the  wind,  and  is  bare  of  vegetation.  Marshland  may  be 
coDAidered  ^fjih  district  by  itself,  consiiitiug  of  ooze,  formed  by  a 
deposition  from  the  8ca«  To  tliis  may  he  added  a  narrow  tract  of 
similar  land  on  the  castcni  part  of  the  cnust,  near  the  mouth  of 
the   rivers  Yare  and   Wa\eney.     This   extends  a  considerable 

distance 
•  General  View,  p,  it. 
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distance  u)>  Ihe  counl^'  towards  NorwicJi ;  tiie  whole  of  whkb  to 
winter  is  commonly  tinder  water,  and  id  the  spring  tticre  is  a  oe- 
temty  to  drain  it,  for  Uic  purposes  of  depasturing,  llicrc  are 
also  large  tracts  of  swampy  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Lodlimti,  fre- 
quently inundated  by  land  floods,  and  producing  little  except 
sedge  and  reeds,  lu  the  south-west  prt  of  the  county  h  nii  ex*> 
tensive  tract  of  land,  wljich  cannot  class  with  cither  of  Mr.  Kent's 
divisions,  being  essentially  diffi'reiit  from  them  all.  ft  forms  part 
of  thcit  immense  fenny  district,  which  extends  out  of  this  cotitily 
into  Cunibridgeshire,  Norlbamplonshire,  and  Huntjngdonsltire. 
also  into  SulTulk,  and  Lincolnshire,  which  became  an  early  subject 
of  tmprovement  by  dminage  ;  and  through  which  (vasses  that  cele- 
brated work,  the  Bfdjot^d  irvel. 

Some  account  of  this  tract  will  be  given,  when  describing  tb»l 
part  of  the  conidy.  Mr.  Arlhur  Young  furnishes  the  following  table 
of  soils  in  Norfolk,  with  the  number  of  square  miles  and  acres 
occupied  by  each. 

Square  Milei.  Arm* 

Lightsand  •• *♦*•   220  •••• 140,800 

Good  sand  .• 420 •••...  26d,$0O 

Marshland  clay 6o  •••• 3S.400 

Various  loams.. -••••••  •••••..   90O  •••• 57^*000 

Richloam 148 94,7fO 

Peal 83 52,490 


Woods  and  Plantations, — Norfolk,  by  some  writers,  has  been 
described  as  a  welUwoodcd  county ;  and  by  others  as  almost 
wholly  destitute  of  that  interesting  vesture.  Both  opinions  have 
proceeded  from  a  superficial,  or  a  partial  view  of  the  district.  Id 
some  parts  of  it  the  hedge-rows  abound  with  numerous  trees, 
which  at  a  distance^  by  uggregalioti,  give  an  idea  of  extensive 
woods :  and  in  others  the  great  expanse  of  heath  and  unenclosed 
lands,  siript  of  every  timber  tree,  exhibit  a  dreariness,  which,  un- 
relieved by  sylvan  scenery,  tends  to  impress  the  mind  with  Ibis 
ideas  that  Vertumnus  as  well  as  Pomonai  have  never  taken  this 

district 


«^istrkt  under  (Jieir  protection.    There  are,  however*  niinierouji 

^^^roodj,  though  tbey  are  partially  scattered  through  tlif  cutmty. 

"TThe  principal  arc  those  of  FoxI«!y,  in  the  hundred  of  Ejnsford  ; 

:^&ome  to  Llie  westward  of  Wyniondliani  ut  Forehoe  ;  Shottesham, 

Heostead ;  A$bwrllthoi^>e,  Hjimpnell,  und  Buuwetl^  in  Dcpe* 

ule:     Bethel^    Hethersel*  and   Iielteriir|;hain  in  Hunit>lr)r9rd. 

kdes  sinalkr  woods  la  Lrpiogbain,  Clavering,  Earsbam^  iScc. 

..^laMtaiioM  onginate<l   in   Norfolk    wiUi   Sir  Robert   Walpole 

— rw'f  Lord  TowDBheud.     Since  who$e  time  ihe  county  has  in  this 

ivei^wct  beeu  behind  no  other  part  of  the  bbifid«    Of  litle  a  lauJahk 

:9pirit  lias  pervaded  the  proprietors  of  ^reat  estates,  to  plant,  not 

SKieljr  for  enibeUishiiicnt,  hut  fur  use.     Extensive  plaotatioiis  of 

trees  have  been  made  in  several  parts,  and  the  north* 

exceed  the  rest*.    In  this  judiciot^  practice,  Mr.  Mar»ham 

of  Stratton  look  the  lead*  and  his  example  ha!>  been  followed  by 

many  others^  anmtig  whom  Mr.  Coke  of  IJolklmm,  and   Mr. 

Windham  of  Felbrigg,  rank  deservedly  hi^h  as  beueticial  planters. 

Coasts*    Rivers,   Canals,   Roads,   &c.— The  coast  of 

Norfolk  varif's  very  much  in  itii  outline  and  substance  from  the 

BOulh  and  western  shores  of  the  iatlund.     No  deep  itideuted  bays, 

Qor  simious  creeks,  intersect  the  iHnd;  nor  beetling  rocks  and 

bold     intpending    cregs  here   form  an    adamantine  barrier  to 

the   assaiJtng  waves;    «nd  though  a  continuation  of  that  great 

bed  of  chalk,  winch,  commencing  in  the  high  cliQ's  of  Dorset* 

mliire^  passes  through  the  kingdom,  and  terminates  here,   yet  it 

iocilli»oa  this  part  of  tbecoa»t,  no  proud  elevations,  nor  conspicuous 

'the  shores  are  generally  flat.     In  the  viciuity  of  Cro- 

r«  where  is  a  small  bay,  some  bold  headlands  present  tliera* 

Selves ;  and  soiue  wooded  bills  make  a  litUc  variety  in  the  tieigh« 

bourhood 

*  4  practice  has  t»ceQ  introduced  by  Mr.  Miir<<tiain  of  mccessful  plantifi^ 
'^ffcer  llie  FlemUli  manner,  viz.  lopping  otf  tlic  h^mlA  of  the  yo\\\\»  ptiuiij,  cveo 
tf  loi  iiset  tiigli  at  the  liine  of  plwilinj?,  wliieU  prevents  their  beiij^  kijurcd  by 
windsr  Nor  does  ttiis  render  the  trees  uoseeaily^  but  rather  as  tfacjr 
oPf  fikis  to  the  t»eauty  of  tJieir  f uroa. 


l>ourliood  oF  Slieringliam.     Exclusive  of  tbcse,  ithicli  are  fm  M 
sumll  sc^to,  HuDstanton  ctifl'»  comrnoiil^-  denoiittnali*ii  Sf.  £«f< 
fmtftd'M  Point,  from  Kiti;^  Edmund  having  landed  there  when  h 
took  possession  of  Bust; Anglic,  nia^  be  considered  us  the  only 
rocky  prominence  of  much  note  on  the  coast.     What  other  enii 
|]cncc5  there  are,  consist  of  clay,  and  are  constantly  becoming' 
a  prey  lo  the  depredations  of  the  ocean.     Much  of  the  coast 
comprised  of  a  low  sandy  heath,  covered  Hilh  heaps  of  gravel 
and  loose  pebbles,  here  called  abiugles;  M-hich,  through  Ihc  vio- 
lence of  the  waves,  are  frefpiently  thrown  up  in  iminence  heaps. 
These,  by  the  continual  accumulations  of  sand,  are  formed  ioti> 
banks,  which  are  kept  together  by  the  matted  routs  of  what  h 
called  sea-rted'P'ms,     These  are  the  Arundo  arennria,  Arenarti 
peploides,  Carex  armaria,  &c.  of  Linua.'us*     Numerous  bunks 
of  this  kind  lie  off  the  coast»  far  out  at  sea ;  and  being  only 
discoverable  at  ebb,  or  quarter  tides,  they  arc  justly  lite  dreud  of 
mariuere,  and  frequently   prove  fatal  to  coasting  vessels.     Of 
these  the  most  remarkable  is  the  large   bank  running   {)dra)lel 
M'ith  the   coast,    olf  Yarmouth,  between  which  and   the   shore 
is  a  deep  channel,  where  ships  ride  safely  during  tempestuous 
weather,  and  is  known  by  the  uunie  of  Yarmonth-Roads* 

The  ranges  of  sand-hills  on  tliis,  tike  those  on  the  opposiie 
eoasts  of  IluUaiid,  lend  to  preser\'e  a  valuable  portion  of  the 
country  from  continual  inundation.  A  hue  of  these,  called  ibe 
J\fral%  or  Alarum  Hills,  commences  at  Caister,  tw*o  miles  norlli 
of  Yarmouth,  and  extends,  with  occa^iional  hiterniptious,  to  flap* 
pi^ibury  point;  where  two  li§ht*honjies  have  lately  been  erected, 
find  thence  to  Cromer  Bay,  wlicre  what  are  called  the  Mud  Ci(ffls 
begin,  and  fine  the  northern  shore  to  Lynn- Regis.  These  sand 
hanks  arc  not  all  permanent— they  sometimes  shifl  their  station* 
by  a  sub-marine  route.  Suddenly  they  disappear,  and  as  sad- 
den ly  they  rise  up,  in  a  new  shape,  al  some  dii»lant  point :  a  cu- 
rious instance  of  which  hiqipencd  on  the  coast  near  Yarmouth^ 
about  two  centuries  ago;  which  will  be  noticed  in  the  descriptiou 
tif  that  port. 
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'lie  pfbrfpni  Rivers  of  Norftvik  are  llie  (treat  Oust,  llic 
9^m^4tc   Qtim\  tljL-   Waveufij,  Ike  llnrr^  Wxa   Hrnsum,  the   Vartg 

^Tbo  Gtttal  Qyut^  or  Owsr,  rines  near  Bnirklcy,  tii  Norlbaitip- 

*^**vliirf,  uttd  l>iivii»g  bocii  privirni^ly  joiuni  liy  the  Lark.  Ili(* 

^^Ji^iu,  titiil  ibc  Litllc  Oiisc,  tfiiiers  lliis  county  lo  IIr*  smitJiMve^t  of 

*^€^^tiliaiii :  |»n&M?§  uiitlcr  Stoiv;  INlii^diitrn,  and  f krniijii  hfitl^cs, 

^**cl  then  jnincci  l>y  tlic  Nur  from  lite  eastward,  emplies  its  ^vulers, 

^  it«?r  aroiirso  of  nearly  sixty  miles,  into  tlie  bay,  railed  by  Plolnniy, 

^^^fiarii  jll>*Uiarltin\^    two  miles   below   ihe  barbotir  of   Lyiirt- 

•^«g»»l  wbrre  Ibc  tfade  of  that  jwil  exliibil^  a  rrowd  of  vessels 

*••!    its    Fj»tuary.    calbd   I.yun-ilt^ps.     Tlie   liile   flow 6*1  \^\^  tlih 

^•vcr  yiany  riiilt*    furllit-r  furuierly,    tlifrn  at  pre^Liit ;    It    beinj: 

'^liecked  by  sluices  erected  mnir  Denver,    for  Ibe  pnri^^^^  **^ 

^«  r-jifrj!»e  niid  iiavjiiutioii.     Tliis  river,  iike  some  fillicrs  **  is  re- 

♦•iarkabk*  fur  ili«  txiraortliruiry  svv<ll,  or  overlfo\vitii;x,  at  tlie  two 

^«|UtiiOM's^  and  ejijieriuJIy  ul  tile  full  iutM>ii  nf  tbe  aiitiiiiinal  one; 

'^'besi  a  ia»t  heap  of  ^Htoni  from  tbe  si*h  cf>uie»  in  upon  it  wttit 

^%idi  fitr>'.  tliut  the  inliabitants  call  \ittigcr:  uliich  ovcnvbclniB 

^?Yery  lliiiig  in  its  way,  ami  tbe  very  water-foivl  slum  il*."     It  is 

*taivi^4l>lc   tvretily-four  mites   above   Lynn«  for  bargeSj  Ibroiiglt 

1  M»  eouuty ;    and  for  small   bouts,  as  far  as  Hedfurd  f :    \\mn 

^"orming  a   coin inniiiLul  ion  by  means  of  olbcr  collaleral  river* 

^x%n\  citnnK  H'ilb  seven  of  the  midland  couiUicii. 

Tbe  LiTTLK  OusB,  or,  as  in  jjoine  dculs  it  is  dtnominaled^ 

Mrundon  river,  rises  in  a  suunipy  nicado^v,  n<-*ar  tlic  village  of 

l^plmiii*    iu  tlie  i»outheru  pari  of  tliis  county :  and  taking  its 

«!ounsr  westerly,  by  lUisbford,  receiver  a  ?$niu!l  Mrenin  from  Ix- 

^ortb.    U  is  joined  by  the  Tiiel,  at  Tbetfuid,  u bonce  ineandertng 

thtongb  a  iiiimly  &ol],  it  passes  under  Draudun  bridge,  and  ^leai* 

int;  alont;  with  !»oleinn  puce,  tbroii!;li  tlic  uninteresting  level  of 

^lic  feiw,  i»  llicn  '•  urddeUt"  iu  Dnylon  culb  it,  to  the  Greater 

Vol.  XL    Feb.  ISO*),  F  Ouac, 
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Ouzc^   at  LlttIc|jorU  on  the  borders  of  Cauibiidgirslitir.     Tbi; 
Utile  Ouxe  is  luvigrtble  up  lo  Tliclforcl. 

The  Wavenev  also  takes  its  rbc  at  Lopliam*,  near  nfaal  b 
termed  Uie  Ford,  which,  at  present,  is  a  causeway  of  about  nine 
ieek  ii»  breadtlt,  uith  a  ditch  ou  each  side,  fomtiiig  a  pas$a|;i«  over 
a  swampy  piece  of  groiuid,  Jti  the  spriiij^s  of  which  this  river  dads 
itft  source*  Ruimiug  eastward,  bv  Diss,  Biliin^ford,  and  Harks* 
toDf  it  makes  a  horse-shoe  bend  at  Bungay,  in  Suffolk,  proceeda 
to  Beetles  and  thence  turns  nearly  iti  a  northern  direction  lo 
Burgb,  wliere  it  is  joined  by  the  Yarc^  at  the  tieud  of  Breedon 
water.  The  Waveiiey  is  ua\igabl€  for  barges  from  Yiiniiouth  io 
Bungay  bridge,  in  Suffolk. 

The  BuRK  rises  near  Hindohveston,  in  tlie  north  $ide  of  the 
county,  and  taking  its  course  by  BtickUog,  becomes  navigable  al 
Aylesliam.  After  receiviug  some  tributary  streams,  and  tiowiu;* 
under  Wroxham  bridge,  it  passes  the  site  of  St.  Beunet's  abbey, 
where  it  receives  the  Ant.  A  liUle  further  it  is  joined  by  theTlmiif> 
flowing  from  a  lake  near  North  Wal&ljani ;  theu  passing  under 
Acle  bridge,  and  increased  by  the  supcriiuous  water?  of  the  _ 
marshes^  it  joiua  iJie  Yare,  ou  the  northern  side  of  Vurtiiouth,      | 

The  Wrnsum  nses  near  West-Rudhani,  in  this  county,  mmI 
being  joined  by  numerous  small  rivulets,  in  its  progress,  it  fMHses 
the  city  of  Norwich,  part  of  ivhich  it  cnvii-ons  At  Trouse  it 
meets  thcTass,orTase,  and  near  Burgh  is  joined  by  the  Waveucy, 
and  about  two  wiles  west  of  Yarmouth,  it  merges  iulo  the  Ymr^ 

The  Yahb  is  said  to  rise  near  Attlcborough,  and,  taking  a 
fiorth-easlerly  course,  joins  the  Wensum  to  the  etisl  of  Norwkb. 
But  such  are  the  ancient  claims  of  the  lulter  river,  that  the  lormcr 
U  scarcely  deemed  a  tributary  stream,  uor  has  U  bk'tn  clearly 
aaccrtaioed  at  what  poiut  the  appellatiun  of  Yar«  ought  lo  bd 
•»  alfixexl 


I 
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*  It  b  «  curious,  but  not  utt^lnr  pbeoomeoon,  that  thouib  the  littlej 
Ouje  «ml  tlw  WavcTif^y  tiave  tlirir  sources  in  thr  same  tract  of  «uiira]ty< 
ground,  and  nrareacti  otlier,  timt  (hey  imxnedialcly  take  vppo»irc  diirc-^ 
tton»  in  tljeh-  connc  to  the  sea:»tlie  one  ninniug  <lae  wesi^  aotl  iJiy  vfliet 
almost  direr Cly  cut 


NORFOLK.  S3 

artixed  to  the  t-iver  wiiicfi  forms  the  comtiiutiication  belweeu  Nor* 
vicii  and  the  sea,  Mitch  criticism  lins  been  used  to  aettie  (bis 
moot  point.  Pfrhaps  Uie  opinion  of  EU>me6eId  is  the  least  ex* 
eqHionnbk  :— That  the  river  flowinj;  by  Norwich  oii^ht  to  pre- 
serve the  n.ime  of  tymnm,  till  it  is  joined  by  the  Wavency  at 
BreedoiKmeer,  and  Ibeu  be  |iennitte<l  to  assume  the  name  of 
Vare. 

The  Nar,  called  aUo  Sechy  and  Seechy  river,  has  its  source 
at  Ulcliam,  passes  Castle-Acre  to  Narborougb,  thence  flowing 
under  Scchy  bridge,  fnlls  into  the  Great  Ouse  near  Lynn-Repis. 
It  is  navigable  from  the  bitter  as  far  as  Narborough,  au  extent  of 
about  fifteen  tniles. 

The  NsNE  is  no  further  connected  with  Norfolk  than  serving 
to  farm  pnxi  of  tlie  uestem  boundary  between  thb  county  and 
llial  of  Lincoln. 

Most  of  \he^  rivers  rise  in  marshy  lands,  and  running  through 

a  codififirtitively  level  country,  the  fall  is  conscMpiently  small,  and 

Ibcir  pace  slow;  so  that  Ihey  contribute  to  keep  tlic  adjacent 

grounds  ill  a  swampy  stale,  and  to  till  the  atmosphere  with  dense 

iTBpoQfs,     Swelled  by  loud-tloods  above,  and  their  mouths  com- 

tncMily  clicked  by  silt  thrown  up  by  the  violence  of  the  tide  below, 

they  oHen  overflow    the  low  lands,    and   in  their  course  form 

nnmertnis  small  shallow  lakes  or  pools,  which  are  provincially 

termed  Broods  and  Mtn*s,     These  are  plentifully  stocked  tvilli 

Tviti,  sod  much  frequented  by  aquatic  fowls,    Tlie  principal  of 

^beaa  ure  in  that  tltslricl,  through  which  the  Bure,  the  Wensum, 

^mA  the  Waveney  have  their  course.     Bretdon,  or  Birtfdon-broad^ 

%o  tl>e  south  of  Yarmonth,  is  three  miles  m  ]cn§;th,  and  one  mile 

land  a  half  In  breadth,     Hicklitir^'Brodd  is  nesrly  three  miles  iu 

l^igfh  and  about  one  wide.     That  of  Rockland  is  one  mile  and  a 

Imlf  long,  and  half  a  mile  wide.    Fn  the  vicinity  of  these  are  several 

of  smmller  extent,  and  irregular  dimensions.     There  are  a  few  Iu 

^ttrtT  parts  of  the  county  ;  as  at  Quidenham,  Diss,  and  tliughanK 

Xn  the  fenny  districts  ninny  temporary  ones  ar«  formed,  durrag  the 

F  2  wiiiter 
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winter  seasons,  iu  llic  vicinity  of  which  are  numerous  dccovs  for 
calcliiog  wild-fowl  *. 

Canals. — With  respect  to  inland  navigation,  little  more  lias  yet 
been  done  in  this  county,  than  widening  and  cleansing  the  beds 
of  the  natural  rivers,  and  rendering  them  sul)servient  to  the  pur- 
poses of  internal  conveyance;  and  many  persons  will  be  incliued 
to  think  that  this  kind  of  improvement,  as  to  water  carriage, 
is  all  that  should  ever  be  attempted  in  a  county  so  circumstanced 
as  Norfolk.  Much  has  been  accomplished  in  this  way,  and  more 
remains  to  e^tercisc  il:e  ingenuity,  and  cull  forth  the  public  spirit  of 
the  people.  A  canal  has  been  completed  from  Wisbech,  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire, to  OutM'ell  Creek  and  Salter's  Load,  in  Norfolk,  an 
extent  of  about  six  miles,  to  render  more  eflectual  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  Nene.  A  few  years  ago,  a  proposition  was 
brought  fonvard,  and  met  wilii  considerable  support,  for 
making  the  river  Weusum  navigable  from  Norwich  to  Fakcn- 
ham ;  but  the  difiiculties  attending  the  plan,  and  the  expenses 
likely  to  be  incurred  in  its  execution,  appeared  to  preponderate 
over  the  probable  advantages  which  might  be  derived  from  it, 
by  those  i>arts  of  the  country  through  which  the  line  was  pro- 
posed  to  extend.  Mr.  Kc.it,  however,  observes,  "  I  believe  this  is 
not  only  practicable,  but  would  be  found  to  answer  the  expense 
extremely  xvell ;  as  it  would  pass  through  a  corn  country  the  whole 
way,  from  which  the  corn  is  now  con\cyed  a  vail  way  by  laud- 
carriane.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  wliv  it  failed  of  success ;  but 
should  be  glad  to  see  it  revived  without  loss  of  tinief."  Another 
plan,  upon  a  much  more  extensive  scale,  was  snhniittcd  to  parlia- 
ment, about  the  year  1791 ;  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  cut  a  canal 
from  the  Little  Ouse,  at  Brandon,  to  pass  by  Newmarket  and  Saf- 
fron-Walden,  to  the  metropolis.  By  this  a  cummuuication  would 
have  been  opened  between  the  jiorls  of  Lyuii  and  Loudon,  and  a 

conveyance 

•  For  a  description  of  drco}5,  see  Liiicclr.shi.o,  IJcautii's,  Vol.  IX.  p.  7*(J. 
1    (Jcii.  View  of  the  Agric.  of  Korf.  p.  lii. 


^^^^pvin-anco  niii^lit  tiu^rfby  htive  been  made  in  only  a  few  days. 
Had  tiie  scheme  beiMi  carried  jiilo  execution,  *'  it  Koutd  have 
sddcd/'  fi3)s  Mr.  ColhiHiti,  •*  more  cotKlderablc  advaiitngc  to  the 
coucily  of  NoHolk  tliaii  arises  frotn  tuiy  c»f  the  river  navi^atiuus 
beffirernuTnenitcJ."     A  eair.il  was  »]s«k  frilcuded   to  have  been 
cut  to  form  n  communirutioti  behvetii  Ihe  sea  at  Lyim,  in  Ntvr- 
folSt,  and  tlie  sea  at  Harwich,  in  liLssex*     The  hne  to  liave  passed 
by  SwatniHDii  fltijghuin,  Altleburongti  and  Diss,  in  this  county  ; 
by    Eye,  Stow-MurUt,  BiUlcilon  ami  Ni*>hnid,  in  StiAolk ; 
e  it  Would  have  joined  the  luuigabU-  |unt  of  tlie  river  Stour* 
Anc>|Jier  proposed  camd  was  from  Thetford  to  Bungay,  to  fonn  a 
juuctioti  between  the  rivers  Lillle  Onse  and  VVaveney.     iVIr,  Fox 
Ibus judiciously  remarks  on   this  scheme,  ''The  distance  from 
Titetfurd  to  Utmgtiy  beini^  but  thirty>l\vn  miles,  it  scemx,  th;it  a 
canal,  from  one  place  to  the  other,  would  cflectually  benciit  the 
le  county  ;  as  the  streams  of  the  Ouse  and  ihc  \Vaven<y  flow 
nU  each  other,  so  as  to  lessen  the  tiistance  above  staled,  some 
mile^.   it  is  submitted,  that  this  navigation  might  be  easily  eOectedt 
conmierce  woidd   then  circulate  round   the  whole  county^  and 
Ihfuiv  lis   treasures  into  thiii  and   the  neighbouring  couulic^V 
Vlltii  a  %-ievv  to  the  more  eflcctual  drainaga  of  llus  feus,  as  well 
I        «s  to  facilitate  the  carri;i:;e  of  heavy   good?,  an  act  was  obtained 
^^  in  the  year  IJiiJ^  lor  making  a  navigable  canal  from  the  Eau- 
^Btiatik   to    Lynn-llegis;    and  another  act  passed,  to  amend   the 
'"'     former,    iu  the  year   ]803.     Mcastu'es  have  been  adopted  for 
carry iog  this  plan  into  elfcct,  with  tdl  couveuient  disjiatch. 

Tliere  are  several  small  cuts  from  the  navi;;ablc  rivers  to  pri- 
talc  eslates,  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  corn  to  the  ttiarkcts, 
mod  frei'ditujj;  back  mamire  for  the  improvement  of  the  land. 

KOAl>s.— From  the  nature  of  the  various  soii^i,  the  roads  of 
Norfolk  might  be  expected  bad ;  but  the  reverse  of  thb  is  gc- 
i:cn4lly  tlie  rase.  By  a  comparative  statement,  according  to 
>fr.  Kvnr,  they  *'  arc  btltcr  iu  Ituir  natural  state  in  this,  than 

[  in 
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ia  almost  any  oilier  couuty  •".  At  the  time  Kiog  Cbiales  llic 
8eeotid  paid  a  visit  to  the  Earl  of  Yarmoutli,  at  Onueail,  in  tbe 
}ear  1^71*  ^h€n  roads  had  not  been  improved  l>y  tiie  aid  of 
lolls,  he  is  said  to  have  rcniarkecl,  **  that  Norfolk  ou;^bl  to  he 
cut  out  in  strips,  to  make  roads  for  th€  rest  of  the  kitigdom  f/' 
Except  in  the  marshes  and  fens,  fhe  routts  are  free  from  slouglw 
and  deep  ruts ;  and  tliough  the  superstratum  ts  chiefly  sand»  yet 
it  resists  the  pressure  of  carriage>wb^b  a  Utile,  beneath  tlie  s«tr> 
face ;  and  the  plentiful  supply  of  gravi-l,  afforded  iu  almost  every 
part,  facilitates  their  repair  at  a  moderate  eicpeoce.  Although 
this  cxHiuly  claims  the  credit  of  having  made  the  first  road*  ia 
compliance  with  the  turnpike  aclX;  yet,  since  that  period,  most 
other  counties  have  surpassed  it  iu  such  kind  of  improvemciiU* 
Tlie  number  of  lurnpike-roads  in  the  county  is  said  to  be  acven* 
teen,  lucludtng  an  extent  of  about  two  hundred  ami  tifty  niiles. 
B«^sides  these,  there  are  many  public  ways,  tliirly  and  forty  feet 
wide,  which  are  equally  comntodious  for  travelling,  without  the 
interruptlou  and  expence  of  toll-bars;  having  mile-stones  and 
fmger-posts  erected  upon  them  for  the  direction  of  travellers. 
Some  of  these  are  kepi  m  order  by  paiochial  rates,  aud  othen 
are  repaired  by  private  gentlemen.    "  In  short,  llie  roads,  though 

•  General  Ttew  of  tht  Agriculture  of  Norfolk,  p^  16. 

f  Sir  TliomM  Bevor,  in  hi*  aniniKlversfoiii  cm  Mr.  R«arH  General  View, 
oljscrvcs*  **  Might  not  tiiis  meant  '*'»*  the  soil  wiu  so  dry  nnd  barrai,  ju  fo 
be  unfit  for  any  other  use  bnt  that  of  roads  ?"  It  ni»y  he  aiiawered,  tliat 
Charted  Imd  bug  resided  iu  France  arnd  Flandcn),  and  liad  acquired  an  lubi- 
tual  politeness,  Mhich  no  English  mouarrh  knew  better  l|pw  to  adapt  lo  the 
subjects  on  vrUck  he  remarked. 

X  Vid«  Hist,  and  Antiq.  of  Norf<  Tliis,  however,  appears  to  be  an  ii>> 
acciiiate  sutemeut.  M' at  not  the  grr^it  road  from  Ltmdon  to  Uarmick  ilie 
first  that  ivas  made  turnpike  by  act  of  parliamcat,  and  upon  wliicb  lli« 
first  toll-gate  was  erected,  in  tlie  year  to7l>?  This  is  highly  probable,  at 
least  It  is  improbable,  that  this  county  took  the  lead:  for  the  rcmds  vere 
considered  so  good,  **  tliat  no  turopike  was  thotiglit  of  in  Norfolk^  till  tliey 
became  common  in  most  otlier  |Mirts*"    Kent's  Gen.  View,  &c»  p.  16. 
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oiWn  called  bad,  by  Norfolk  men,  arc  «o  good,  conipanilively 
witli  tlin^  in  other  counties,  that  where  the  common  statute 
dtiiy  K»  fairly  done,  a  traveller  may  cruss  the  country  in  any  di- 
fecitmi,  m  a  poit-chaise,  without  danger ;  and  where  the  duly  U 
not  done,  may  trot  liis  liorie  from  one  parisJi  to  another,  at  tlie 
isle  of  silt  miles  an  liour  */' 


Naturai.  HtsTaRY,  Froocctions,  6ce* 


The  natural  history  of  this  county  has  hitherto  been  mudi  ocg* 
kcled.  or  witidield  from  the  public.  Some  MMarches  have  lately 
been  made  h\  a  gentleman  f  eminently  qtHdilM  for  such  enquiries; 
the  reiuU  of  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  shortly  be  presented  to  the 
world.  In  the  animated  nature  of  the  counfVf  the  fiomctticaffd 
fMirt  lays  claim  to  our  tirst  attention.  The  kontjs,  whether  they 
beaaltvf,  or  a  cross  with  the  Suffolk,  are  a  bony,  active,  Imrdy 
nee,  from  fourteen  to  tilYeen  hands  high,  admirably  adapted 
for  the  purposes  of  huibaudry  and  the  road.  These  pro}^rlics 
hiive  orcasiuned  the  preference,  which  is  generally  given  to  theia 
before  uxeti,  in  the  labours  of  ugriculture. 

The  native  earr,  is  a  snnll  antn^al,  with  sliort  turncd-up  horns, 
**  qiproachtng  to  the  Aldcrncy,"  generally  of  a  red  colour;  not 
t  good  roilcher,  but  Irardy,  and  calcuhUed  for  barrer)  pa^um. 
Few  of  this  kind  are  now  kepi  by  tlie  large  funners.  The  Suf* 
folk,  polled,  dun-coloured  cow,  having  been  generally  intro- 
doeed ;  and  is  deemed  more  profitable,  thougli  less  hardy.  The 
greater  part  of  lite  cattle  fed  in  this  county  for  the  market,  are 
brought  from  Scotland,  and  purchased  by  the  graziers  about 
Michaelmas,  at  a  large  f«nr  held  at  SV.  Faith's,  a  small  village 
ocar  Norwich.  From  theur  meagre  appearance,  they  are  deDO- 
Biuiated  SiOtek  rtaiis.     Bred  upon  bleak  and  barren  tnountaim^ 

F  4  Ibcte, 


Kent's  Generml  View  of  tlie  Agriculture  of  Norfolk,  p«  1' 
t  'DjC  Rev.  DawMD  Tomor,  nf  Yanoouflt. 
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tiicsc,  when  admitted  to  tbe  ricii  pastures,  lying  between  Nur- 
wkliy  Becclcs  and  Yuiiiioutli,  thrive  surprisingly  /ast.  Numbers 
ttlao  ure  imported  from  Ireland  *, 

**  Great  |)art  of  this  county  is  known  to  have  been,  within  tlie 
S])9ce  of  a  century,  a  wild,  bleak,  unproductive  country,  com- 
paralively  with  what  it  now  is.  Full  half  of  it  wa&  rabbit-warrens 
and  sheep-walks.  .The  nheep  were  as  natural  to  the  soil  as  the 
i-abbils,  being  hardy  in  tiieir  nature,  and  of  an  agile  construction, 
so  as  to  move  over  a  great  space  with  little  labourf."  Among 
the  farmers,  this  breed  of  shevp  is  called  Norfolks,  li  is  a 
hardy,  homed  animal,  with  a  black  nose  and  black  feet ;  car* 
ries  a  Oeece  of  nearly  two  pounds ;  and  when  fatted,  weighs  about 
eighteen  pounds  per  quarter.  The  wool  was  usually  classed,  for 
iineness,  as  a  third  rate  among  the  native  breeds ;  but  lately  it 
has  been  discovered,  that  the  ncck-wooi  of  the  Norfolk  is  equal 
to  that  of  the  SpaniJi  sheep.  Tins  breed,  Mr,  Kent  considers 
as  singularly  adapted  to  the  local  soil  and  system  of  husbandry ; 
as  they,  feed  close,  bear  |)enning,  fetch  their  fooil  from  far,  and 
tend  greatly  by  their  manure  to  ipiprove  l|ie  land.  Should  tlie 
large  breeds  of  Lincoln  and  I^iccsler  be  introdneed  to  the  gene- 
ral exclusion  of  the  native  race,  a  great  number  of  the  finest 
and  most  productive  farms  would  soon  revcit  to  their  pristine 
state  of  unproductive  sterility.  In  this  opinion  both  Mr.  Mar- 
shal and  Mr.  Young  acquiesce.  Wliat  number  of  sheep  is  reared 
or  kept  in  this  county,  it  is  difHcuIt  to  ascertain  :  the  inhabitants  of 
some  single  villages  ^re  known  to  possess  Jive  thousand*     Many 

persons 

*  "  Last  year  (17P.>)  there  wore  actually  C'O.j^l  fat  Imllocks  brought 
from  Norfolk  to  Sniitlifield  nud  Ihliiigton,  auil  about  3(h:o  to  !)t.  Ives  and 
other  places  ;  but  cither  from  the  war,  or  .some  other  cau.^^c,  this  is  consi- 
dered rather  03  a  larser  supply  tlian  usual  ;  but  ihey  may  safely  be  taken  at 
•.'0,()()(),  as  a  yearly  average,  about  one  quarter  of  which  are  homebred 
beasts,  and  the  remainder  Scotch  and  Irish.  Tlie  sheep  arc  supposed  to  l)e 
upwards  of  :;;>,0()() ;  at  least  they  may  be  satVly  taki>n  at  lliat  number." — 
J^cntV.  General  View  of  the  Agriculture  of  Norfolk,  p.  1  J.'j. 

t  Ibid.  p.  10v>. 
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perMins  keep  ^Iiole  florks  of  ewes  solely  for  lireMing  ?  and  al  llie 
weaning  time,  sell  off  the  H'ether  lumbs  to  either  counties.  A  |ic- 
ctiliar  custom  exists  in  Norfolk,  rfsp<:clin!»  I  lie  gmzing  of  shcejy  an 
commotuible  lands.  The  lord,  as  Itc  is  adled,  of  every  tovinship, 
orders  how  tnnny,  Htul  what  sort  of  sheep,  the  ])eo{)le  sirall  liuvc, 
uttil  wIk'Tc  lilt-  wiilks  shall  ht  fixed  both  in  winter  nufl  sunmter; 
oil  what  s|Hila  lljey  shall  be  folded  for  the  sake  of  their  diuijcj : 
mod  huw  they  simll  be  driven  from  place  to  place. 

The  /;/«'  of  this  district  i^  coitipuralivcly  a  finiall,  thin,  brisUed 
•freed ;  very  prolific,  and  the  tkih  esteemed  savory.  The 
|K4>|il<*  of  Htk  comity  have  an  excellent  inodo  of  curing  hainm 
ami  checks ;  bnl  the  practice  of  feeding  hogs  for  bacon  b  very 
«eltkiiii  adopted  here.  The  rpiantity  of  swine  has  In-eii  drnif- 
iihlkcd  by  the  <lccline  of  (hiiry  taring,  and  the  enclosure  of  the 
traste  lands. 

Pontirtf  of  all  kinds  arc  vcr>'  plentifnl,  and   of  a   siipcrior 
«|UuUty.     Onin^  to  the  dryness  of  tJie  vmI,  iu  the  sandy  and 
Joauty  dirtrictB,  and  the  rftnge  uflordeil  by  t lie  inienelosed  ^Hirts, 
iwkirH  are  numerous;  and  the   mode  of  feeittu!*  gives  thent  a 
(icbcacy  of  flavor,   which  luis  iitiun|ied  a  kind  of  iniposiu:;  ]yrt* 
emlneijce  on  every  bird  which  bears  the  name  of  vl  Norfolk 
tiwkey,     TI]c  coosuni|)tion  o(  these  is  great,  bolli  in  tlu*  and 
Ifac  adjacent  counties;  and  yet  such  is  the  ar>unJanci\  that  ini- 
rucuve  ijuantitie^  arc  sent  to  the  most  distant  parts  of  thv^  king- 
dom.    It  has  been  computed,  that  more  turkies  are  bred  iu  Ihi9, 
and  the  adjoining  county  of  S^illMk,  than  in  the  whotv  kingdom 
beside.     They  are  conunrady  driven  on   foot,   in  large  tlocks,  to 
London,  aad  other  distant  places.     Dnruig  one  seti<ion  upw&rds 
of  three  Inmdred  of  tlie*e  tlocks,  of  Mime  himdreds  e;icb,  have 
been  noticed  to  pass  Stratford  Bridge,  on  tl»e  river  Slonr,  in  their 
wny  to  ilitf  metropolis ;  besides  what  proceeded  by  difterent  routes 
to  the  »ime  market. 

Norfolk  rnrnishes  large  snppHcs  of  grrtte,  whicli  are  bred  in 
Ihe  l«ntiy  parts  uf  the  county.  The  dealers  have  taught  these 
awkward  birds  to  travel  oii  foot  a^  well  m  turkies ;  and  prodi* 
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gloiM  naiiiliers  of  litem  are  sent  aomially  to  Louiioo,  fie 
nnghbimrhood  of  Dowiihain,  Wisbecb,  and  Lynn.  Tlio  driving 
of  these  to  market  commences  iilK>ut  the  beginning  of  Aiij^ust, 
wlicii  tbe  Itanrcst  being  generally  boused,  the  stubbles  furnish 
|ligfj$iou3  oil  the  rood,  where  they  fee<l  during  the  night ;  aod 
continues  till  the  rainy  seasoa  seis  in,  about  the  end  of  October. 
Turkey-poults,  goslings*  chickens,  Sec.  are  tukeu  by  suiolber 
mode  of  conveyance,  which  ujiOil  to  be  by  Irgbt  caravans ; 
mow  they  are  principally  sent  by  the  stage  coaches. 

Of  such  aiJnmIs  as  are  fertt-natMra,  the  rabbil  daims  tlie 
precedence ;  because  it  ii  nude  an  object  of  trade  to  a  consider- 
able extent  m  this  county.  These  profitable  little  aniiimls  art 
bcre  extremely  numerous ;  occasioned  not  only  by  their  iiatund 
lecundily,  wliich  ts  proverbial*  but  aluo  by  I  be  congeniality  af 
Ibe  soil  with  their  peculiar  habits.  So  protflic  are  they,  that  if  k 
nilli  difHculty,  in  places,  they  are  kept  from  increasing  to  an 
alarming  heijclitr  as  anciently  they  did.  according  to  Pliny*  tn  Ilia 
Balearic  IsUx,  Numbers  breed  about  Castle  Ktsini^,  Thetford^ 
Wintertoo*  and  Sberringhdm;  but  MelhunJfi  Hraih  is  a  cele- 
brated place  for  the  finest  and  b«!*t- flavored.  This  spot  wk 
noticed  as  a  rabbil-warren  so  early  as  the  reign  of  King  Canute, 
A.  D.  1016. 

What  is  deiiomiDated  gamr,  b  very  pfentifut  ui  this  county. 
The  arable  lands  aflfordiuj^  botli  food  and  cover.  atKl  tlie  gentry, 
being  particularly  attached  lo  the  anmsements  of  s|>orting,  Ihiv« 
recourse  to  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  for  itn  preservation*  TliJl 
teufteity  ofk  the  part  of  the  lamlboldcrs,  produces  covetous  dcsim 
iu  tlic  tenants,  is  a  strong  inducenicM  to  poaching,  and  tbe 
Kjurcf  of  numberless  dba^ceiueots.  which  too  frequently  termi- 
Bate  ia  suits  at  law.  Hence  they  are  oppressive  to  one  pattVp 
tad  disgraceful  to  tl>e  other.  Tbe  various  statutes*  called  **  llie 
Game  Laws,"  are  justly  deemed  tlie  opprobrium  of  the  English 
code ;  and  in  no  county  perhaps  are  these  statutes  acted  npoci 
ivith  greater  rigor  than  they  usually  are  in  Norfolk.  The  endless 
litigations  upon  this  despical^e  point*  have  btely  become  tb« 
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of  U>€fttrical  ridicule;  and  ihis  county  bai  on  the  ooci- 
becu  nvade  ll»c  buK  of  dmnmtk  valire.  "  Scjircliuw^  get 
wamiiil:*  iuiniediatel^,  far  scixiii^  gtms  n^S  ajid  snares :  let 
every  dog  m  the  puriah  lie  ro!U>cted  for  bstn^n^  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. Give  Ibem  a  laste,  for  Norfolk  diMcipiine."  ilappy  hou1i| 
ii  be  for  the  coualry,  if  ridictde,  as  reusou  lias  liltlierto  failed^ 
sliould  be  able  lo  ttiduce  the  legislature  to  abro^tc  laws,  whid^ 
as  they  were  urade  to  support  on  ussumed  claioij  can  only  be 
continued  iu  force  to  protect  ao  usuiiicd  right. 

Though  woods  arc  uot  abuodant,  yet  pheatanU  are  «o  plenty, 
Ibat  they  are  frequently  fluiihed  in  the  stubble,  like  partrid^ea. 
They  are  cousidered  a  nuisance  by  the  famiers ;  but  they  cer^ 
taiuly,  by  crossing  with  Uie  baiii-door  fowls,  iuit)rove  the  breed 
of  (lie  latter. 

Wciodcockjt,  9ni|>e4,  widgeon,  leal,  ducks,  and  other  »«|ualie 
fowl,  from  the  numerous  marshes  and  mcers,  are  very  ubutidtint  is 
Ihifl  county.  But  among  the  curious  bird:ij  cillier  residents  or  oc^ 
visitors  of  Norfolk,  iJie  most  deserving  notice,  liecause 
almost  become  a  total  stranger  to  the  it»laiid«  is  tlie  Otis 
Tarda,  or  Grrat  Bustard,  ft  is  (he  largest  of  the  BritisJi  bnd- 
^ml ;  the  mule  bird  on  an  average  weighing,  according  to  Pen? 
naiit,  twcnly>five  pounds,  and  cxpurrds  his  wings  nine  feet  in 
breadth ;  its  length  is  about  tour.  Ht^  u<iualty  iuhubils  the  heath- 
Unds  and  moon.  These  blrd»  are  much  less  seen  now  than  they 
formerly  were,  Thvy  appear,  huwevfr*  occasionally  to  the 
northward,  m  the  WoleU  of  Yorkshire  ;  and  sioulhward,  on  Salis- 
bury  Plain,  in  Wiltshire,  and  on  tlte  downs  of  Dorsetshire^  Sotiie 
of  Uiem  are  found  on  the  wi'stern  side  of  tliis  county.  Tli«;y  are 
very  shy  birds,  avoiding  tlie  haunts  of  men ;  and  1  hough  power* 
ful  on  llic  ^ving,  they  seldom  Ay  far  without  resting,  ainl  are 
never  known  to  wander  above  twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  the 
spot  where  they  were  first  Bedgcd. 

The  Sirii  ofua  curtatus,  or  short-eared,  long-winged  Owi,  is 
•n  occasional  visitant  here.    This  siugufar  bird»  generally  fond 

of 


S2  NORFOLK. 

of  uniiiliJibitcd  pliico^  lias  been  obsen'oil  lo  freqiiciil  tlie  IiiK  of 
Hay,  and  other  elovalcd  spots  iu  the  Oikncy  Lies.  It  does 
not,  like  othon  of  the  same  tribe,  alight  on  trees  ;  but  lies  under 
long  grass  or  stubble,  where  it  will  sit  eoniposedly,  looking  at 
tlie  person  who  uttenspis  to  disturb  htm.  Like  the  hawk,  he  flies, 
und  seeks  his  food,  by  day.  He  is  a  bird  of  passage,  nml  mi- 
grates about  the  same  time  as  the  woodcock,  travelling  north- 
ivards  towards  the  Shetland  Isles,  and  thence  to  Nonvay*. 

The  Corviis  cornix,  or  hooded  Crow,  commonly  called  the 
JRoyston  Craiv,  from  the  number  which  frequent  the  vicinity  of 
the  town  of  that  name  in  Cambridgeshire,  is  frcffuently  an  univcl- 
comc  visitant  of  the  marshes.  I'his  s|)eeics  is  more  injurious  than 
any  other  of  the  genus.  When  necessitated  tlicy  will  feed  upon  ber- 
ries; but,  instinctively  carnivorous,  they  sometimes  pick  out  the 
eyes  of  horses  and  other  cattle ;  and  frequently  young  lambs  fall  a 
prey  to  tliese  winged  harpies.  They  are  birds  of  passage;  are 
common  in  the  Ilebrirfes,  Orknies,  and  Shetland  Isles;  which  places 
are  probably  their  retreats  when  they  leave  this  part  of  England. 
Tliat  singular  and  proteus-like  species  of  the  Sand  piper,  the 
IVingyi  pvgnax,  is  found  in  this  county.  The  males  are  called 
rifff«t  a»d  *l'c  females  rreves:  both  are  distinguir>hcd  by  a  tufk  of 
feathers  on  the  Imck  of  liieir  necks,  by  wliicli  tlioy  may  be  dis- 
crtminuted  from  all  other  birds.  The  tuffs  of  the  mules  are 
much  larger  than  those  of  the  females  ;  iiiui  siicli  is  t!ic  variety  of 
color  in  their  plumage,  that  |>erliaps  never  two  were  seen  alike. 
The  reeves  never  change  their  colors.  A  sini;ularly  instinctive 
habit  attaches  to  the  male  birds.  In  the  coupliiis^  season  each 
takes  possession  of  a  small  piece  of  ground,  as  his  amatory  sta- 
tion. Kouud  tliis  he  continues  rumiing  till  the  grass  in  his  track  is 
worn  away,  and  a  bare  circle  is  made  on  the  ground.  When  a  fe- 
male bird  alights,  if  another  male  invades  this  circle,  or  at  all  in- 
terferes, the  rufl's  commence  a  battle,  and  the  victor  lakes  posses- 
ion 
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of  Uic  rreve  and  Ihe  staliou*.    Tiib^  mfawliHf,  is  called 

iitin^.     When  a  fowler  discover  one  of  tlwsc  cirrjcs,  he  places 

A  iiel  Di-ar  It  al  the  approach  of  oi^hf,  »jkd  at  d:i\-bix;ak  lie  ap- 

pn>iiche»  viiAxWy,  close's  it»  ami  tiikes  ilic   blfUj;  and  tlicsc  ao 

tdk4fii  be  scis  Ui  r/a/trar.  1o  ensnare  othf  rs. 

Etiviroftisl  by  a  great  extent  of  sea-coast*  aboundin*  in  rivers 
Mtiti  slreanis,  accunipuiiktl  In  uuiiiiTUttji  bruads  or  njecr»,  Nor> 
(oW  is  well  ^upplk'il  with  rVcali  ai.d  salt-water  FiiiH.  The 
Qiut  il8  Hllcjidiint  broads,  abound  with  various  kinds; 
\%  pike^  lencii,  trout,  perch,  i5cc.  kz.  The  lattt^r  are  indeed 
so  plcnliiul  at  (inies,  that  Ihe  inhabitants  of  lUinworth  rrpoit, 
that  they  have  ^vitnea^d  »  hundred  uiid  hveuty  bnsheh  having 
been,  by  two  nets  canght  in  one  diiy,  lu  the  Yarc,  or  Weu- 
suiiv  are  fiNind  a  sinifular  species  of  perch,  the  Ptrca  ctrnua^ 
ralti^tl  ii  rttffe;  which  Dr.  Ciilun  has  latinized  inio  Axprt do.  It 
h  Auudler^  nnd  of  a  ntort!  blender  form  than  the  coinniuu  perch, 
seldom  e^cecdino;  m\  inches  in  len^rtli.  Sea-water  ti^h  me  of 
all  descri])tioos,  and  in  j;reat  plenty.  Two  great  piscatory  con- 
cerua  arc  carried  on  alonj^  this  coast  and  the  sand- banks  in  (ho 
North  Sea, — Ihc  mackerel  auil  the  Iterrtn^  ri:»ijejios.  The  nmcke- 
rel,  which  are  gregariout  nnd  migratory  fl^h,  appear  in  va!»l  shotdt 
DU  this  coast  iu  the  spring  and  snnimer,  and  (hiring  the  season 
funtisli  an  abundant  supply  uf  food  to  the  iuliabitunts,  iV'c.  at  a 
irtfy  reasonable  rate.  ISnt  the  Iitniag-Jtshery  is  the  iijo&t  im- 
portant and  most  profihddt;  pursnit.  It  cunnnences  in  ScplemlK-r, 
and  continnrs  about  three  nujiilhs;  at  which  tlnic  vast  r|uan1ilic9 
are  caught,  cured  by  pitkling  or  drying,  and  exjKirtcd  lo  distant 
places.  Of  Ibis  &oine  purliculars  will  be  given  in  the  subsetptent 
account  of  Yai  niuulh. 

Mt'NnttALs,  Fossils,  kc. 

Few  parts  of  the  kingdom  are  so  dcfold  of  subterraneous  trea- 
•urcsjas  Norfolk.  Ko  mineral  ov/vsttit  substances  have  been  found, 

sutiicieut 
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sufficieiU  to  ettite  a  niimug  spirit ;  no  Yeim  of  that  iirrufiiaU^ 
9uli!it8nrep  coal ;  nor  any  eiitent  of  stratifichUon  of  nsct'u)  Btone*. 
The  substrata  of  llie  couolv,  as  far  as  researdics  have  drscovertd^ 
consist  of  cluncli,  chalk,  in  which  flints  are  inibcckled.  ganlt»  . 
gravel,  sand,  tilt,  and  ()cat  earili.  On  Mouseliold  Heath,  and 
in  some  other  places,  tliere  U  an  expan&ive  substratum  of  duwA, 
or  indurated  chalkf  which  is  used  for  walls  and  burnt  for  lime. 
It  appears  to  have  lieen  formerly  applied  in  buildings,  particu- 
larly for  coignes,  mullions,  and  tracery  of  windows;  and  fur  se* 
pulcbrat  ornaments,  atid  otiicr  works  of  sculpture :  anterior  to 
the  general  use  of  alabaster  and  marble.  The  chalk*pit5»  in  tfie 
vicinity  of  Norwich^  abound  with  tho»e  hirgc  beautiful  black 
Jiints,  which  compose  the  \%al!s  of  many  buildings  in  that  city ; 
and  the  deep  pits  on  Motueliold-lieatii  are  probably  the  f>laces 
whence  they  were  dug.  In  the  ^an^tt  or  argillaceous  strata,  lias 
been  found  a  clay  which  umuui'uctures  iulo  an  excellent  kind  of 
earl  hen-ware.  Brick-clay  abounds  in  varions  places,  and,  wiilt 
sand,  forms  bricks  of  equal  quality  to  tliose  made  in  tl>c  ncigb- 
bourhood  of  the  metropolis.  The  $iltf  or  sea-sand,  tinely  pul- 
verized, which  is  fouml  at  V'arious  depths,  is  used  for  repairing 
ilie  roads.  Through  the  v  hole  of  the  fen  Utnds,  tlie  ptat  earth 
fumislies  the  poor  with  an  abimdant  supply  of  fuel. 

On  the  sl»ore,  near  Tbornhfim,  ut  low  \^ater,  is  the  appear- 
ance of  a  large  forest  havuig  t>een,  at  some  period,  interred  and 
awallowed  up  by  the  waves.  Stoob  of  numerous  large  timber  trees, 
and  many  imuk*?,  are  to  be  seen,  but  so  rolteu,  that  tliey  may  lie 
penetrated  by  a  spade.  These  lie  in  a  black  mass  of  vegetable 
fibres,  consisting  of  decayed  bnutches,  leaves,  rushes,  flags,  &c. 
The  extent  of  thb  once  sylvan  tract  rau&t  have  been  great,  from  what 
is  discoverable ;  and  at  high  water,  now  covered  by  the  tides,  is  in 
uue  spot  from  Ave  to  ^ix  hundred  acres.  No  hint  of  the  inaooer* 
or  the  time,  in  which  Ibis  submersion  happened,  can  be  traced. 
Nothing  like  a  bog  is  near,  and  the  wliole  beach  besides  is  com- 
posed of  a  fine  ooze,  or  marine  clay  ♦. 

ACRlCUt.TUKK. 
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AaRicui.TURE,  Artificial  Productions,  &;c. 

TIr  agrkullure  of  Norfolk  is  in  a  highly  respectable  state,  aud 
"wlien  the  uaturc  of  the  soil,  aud  the  coadilioii  of  the  couul}'  about 
"Ahy  ^ears  ago,  be  taken  into  a  comparative  account,  the  abilitv 
aod  iodustrj  for  which  the  busbaudmen  of  thb  district  have  long 
i>een  famed,  will  be  justly  acknowledged,  Tbi»  county  ^rly 
took  the  lead  in  unsliackling  its  genius  from  tlie  fetters  oi  anti- 
quated system,  readily  ado|>ted  hiuls  £ot  improvement,  and  con- 
tinuing to  lie  actuated  by  the  same  laudable  spirit,  still  exhibits 
an  example  of  the  most  judicious  practices  io  rational  husbandry. 
Merely  to  take  a  slight  view  of  it  must  suffice,  wherein  we  shall 
observe  many  improvements,  plans  carryiug  into  effect  for  ex- 
tending  tbe  melioration  of  tlie  soil,  and  suggestions  for  surmount- 
ing obstacles  \\  hich  ap)>car  to  op|K)se  it. 

Tlie  first  thing  wJiich  attracts  the  eye  of  a  stranger  in  Norfolk* 
is  the  fine  tilth  of  the  soil,  and  the  succeuion  of  crops*  Tlic 
mode  of  cultivating  the  arable  hinds  is  worthy  general  imitation, 
wherever  il  can  be  adopted.  The  plough,  which  is  of  an  admira- 
ble construction,  is  drawn  by  two  horses  liamessed  a-breast,  which, 
witli  a  pair  of  reins,  arc  guided  by  tlie  person  who  holds  the  |>lough. 
Instead  of  working  tlie  auiotab  seven  or  eiglit  hours  without  draw- 
ing bit,  as  is  tbe  custom  in  some  couutics,  '*  they  are  ht* re  worked 
eight  hours  in  winter,  and  ten  in  summer,  by  two  joumies,  us 
they  arc  tenned,  which  enables  them  to  do  considerable  more 
than  they  would  by  one  journey*."  The  plougliings  are  re- 
peated till  the  land  is  in  high  tilth,  wlien  it  is  completely  pul- 
verised with  wheeled  drags  and  barrows,  which  are  violently 
drawn  by  the  liorses  being  kept  u\>on  a  trotting  pace.  Owing  to 
this  rapid  movement,  the  clods  are  very  effectually  broken,  aud 
tbe  land  well  prepared  to  receive  the  see<l.  After  thb  b  sown  or 
planted,   the  utmost  attention   is  paid  to  keep  the  land    free 

from 
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from  weeds.  The  rivliculous  custom  of  letting  the  land  He  idle  on^^  *" 
year  in  every  three,  for  I  he  advantages  of  what  is  termed /fl//wp—"^ 
tffo*,  in  here  projierly  exploded.  Tlie  necessity  of  it  has  been  ^^ 
sujterseded,  and  the  reasons  for  it  done  away  by  a  judidoi 
course  of  cropphtg;  so  that  one  crop  n»y  fertilize  as  another  ex- 
hausts; and  in  this  mamier  are  the  tamts  cultivated,  like  gardens, 
yielch'ng  various  crops  in  ]>erpetual  succession,  to  the  mutual  be- 
neiit  of  the  landlord  and  tenant ;  and  of  general  utility  to  tlie 
public.  Tlie  mode  of  cropping  in  general  practice,  is  what  is 
termed  a  six-cowse  shifi,  vir.  first  year,  wlieat ;  second,  barley, 
with  or  without  clover ;  third,  turnips ;  fourth,  barley  or  oats, 
with  or  without  clover ;  fiflb,  clover  mown  for  hay ;  sixth,  grazed 
and  ploughed  up  for  wheat  again.  Some  vary  this  mode  by  a 
five  or  a  four  course  shift.  Wheat  is  a  general  crop  over  the 
whole  county,  but  thrives  best  on  the  stiff  loamy  lands.  Ttie 
lighter  soils  are  favorable  to  barley,  vast  quantities  of  which  are 
raised,  mailed,  and  in  that  state  sent  out  of  the  county.  Malt, 
therefore,  may  be  considered  its  staple  commodity.  Both  wheat  and 
barley  are  principally  either  drilled,  for  which  several  kinds  of  in- 
genioiislvcHntrived  han'oiv-driils  arc  used ;  or  else  planted  ivith 
the  IiiukI  by  women  and  children,  called  dibbliuu.  Ttie  quanti- 
lirs  produced,  according  lo  the  seed  sown,  are  very  une(|ual  in 
dillcrt'iit  parts  of  the  county.  Lsuids  in  ihc  hundred  of  Flegg 
and  Marsiiland,  ii*iu:illy  bear  si\  (]iiurtcrs  of  wheat  per  acre,  and 
ten  of  oats ;  but  in  tlic  very  li<{lit  soils,  the  farmer  is  glad  to  ob- 
tain two  quarters  of  oats,  and  three  of  barley.  "  The  average 
rrojts  of  the  ^\hoIe  counly  may  be  staled  at  three  quarters  of 
wlitar,  and  four  of  barley,  and  other  articles  in  pro[)or(ion,  |)er 
acre  *. 

Oats  arc  sown  only  as  a  sliif^iiip  crop,  and  seldom  more  are 
raistd  than  >\liat  an*  consnnit'd  within  llie  counly.  Oilier cro|>3 
are,  rvc,  buck-wlieal,  peas,  beans,  vrlclics  or  tares,  role-seed, 
clovers,  rye,  and  «>tliei-  avliticial  J;^as^es ;  Imrnet,  cocks-foot,  chick- 
ary,  cabbages,  nian^ri-wurzel,  lucerne,  carrols,  and  potatoes.     Tlie 

latter, 
"  Ku'.i'j  Gcis.  View  ol'tlie  Agrlc.  of  Noifolk,  p.  JO. 
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latter,  lliou^i  so  v;tiii;ible  a  root»  and  in  many  parts  of  the  king- 
dom iiscti  as  a  prt-pdnilorv  crop  for  wheaf,  lias  but  very  lately 
been  adopted,  ns  h  field  course,  m  Norfolk,  Among  wbat  are 
tenued  hrcg-ular  crops,  may  be  rcokouerj  mustard,  wbrcli  is  mticb 
cultivated  bet^veen  March  atid  Wialicch.  Saffron  is  also  g^rown 
in  the  south'Weslern  distrirt,  and  fii  somo  parls  u(tj-dcentto  Cuni- 
r       bridg«bire.     Flax  is  cullivaled  in  the  vicinity  of  Downliam,  and 

Ptiear  OutwelT.  Hemp  is  aUo  grown  near  OKI  Buckenham,  Diss, 
llurleston,  iS:c. ;  but  by  no  medits  in  such  abundauce  as  niiji^ht  be 
expected,  ivhen  the  congeninljly  of  aooie  parts  of  the  county,  and 
the  [feciiliar  utility  of  liie  materia^  are  Joinlly  estimated.     For 

I*'  Iht^  articles  are  of  national  importance,  and  if  properly  consi- 
dered, it  would  be  well  if  the  cultivation  were  more  general.     Nc» 
popalation  can  be  greater  or  of  a  more  useful  sort,  than  ihiit  whkh 
is  raised  and  supported  by  a  country,  \iberc  this  practice  prevails; 
U  may  be  proved  by  reference  to  many  parts  of  Somerset,  Dorset, 
9kod  Yorkshire ;  where  it  occasions  so  nmcJt  profitable  labour,  that 
tio  |>ersoD,  in  such  a  situation,  need  want  employ •/'    **Tlic  hemp- 
luxbof  Lincoln,  Cambridge,  Suflblk,  and  Dorset,  yield  nearly 
Ibe  sune  crops,  from  33  to  50  stone  per  acre  ;  forty  may  be 
touMextd  as  un  average  crop ;  in  which  ratio  it  takes  exactly 
B  fotir  Acres  to  produce  a  inn;  and   130,000  acres  for  the  given 
H(|uantily  of  hemp  im|K)rted  of  30,000  lonst."    To  these  cogent 
fcusoa^  for  encouraging  the  growth  uf  !icmp,  must  imperious  ones, 
ffom  recent  events,  have  arisen,  by  the  Russian  %var,  and  tlie  gene- 
tmJL  embargo  laid  upon  the  American  portis.     ilfiice  the  enormous 
|>rice  to  which  tlie  article  has  consequently  risen ;  and  liie  dilli- 

Pciitlles  of  obtaioiug  supplies  f«)r  the  navy. 
Some  of  the  marshes  and  fi-ns  of  Norfolk,  as  to  soil,  are  peni» 
linfly  f/ivourablc  to  the  growth  of  curn ;  but  their  liabJhty  to  in- 
Vol.  XL    Feb*  iso<).  O  undalions 

*  KaiCi  Gcu,  View  «f  ttie  A$Tk,  of  Sod*  g,  57. 

^imags  Agrtciilturc  of  Norfotk,  p.  3.14.  ''  In  tlie  yrar  1796,  hemp  sold  la 
tiidrurtiil.  10s.  per  too,  nnd  So,713  tons  was  the  calq»l«ted  import 
Jamiaty  5tti,  17  ys?,  to  Jrniiry  5iii,  1793."   iliiil. 
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undatious,  has  induced  the  iuhabitants  to  prefer  the  dairy  syslem, 
like  their  neighbours  iu  the  adjacent  county.  In  these  parts,  large 
quantities  of  butter  are  made,  and  exported  under  the  name  of 
Cambridge  butler.  The  prevailing  system  being  arable,  tlie  grasi 
lands  of  Norfolk  have  been  too  generally  neglected ;  but  by  the 
late  practice  of  marling,  they  are  now  greatly  im|>rovcd ;  and 
by  the  adoption  of  under  draining  and  irrigation,  the  gnunng 
land  is  experiencing  very  considerable  advantages. 

Of  pm-ticular  improvetnmts,  &c. — Tlie  point  of  husbandry  in 
which  Norfolk  is  pre-eminent,  and  which  has  led  to  establislied 
excellence,  is  the  management  of  its  turnip  crops.  This  valuable 
winter  root  was  only  cultivated  in  gardens,  as  a  culinary  plant 
in  this  country,  till  the  reign  of  George  the  First;  when  Lord 
Viscount  Townshend,  great  grandfather  of  the  present  noble 
marquis,  who  had  attended  the  king  to  Hanover  as  secretary  of 
state,  observing  the  profit  and  utility  of  the  field  cultivatio|i  of 
turnips  in  that  electorate,  on  his  return  brouglit  with  him  the 
seed,  and  recommended  it  to  his  tenants  in  Norfolk,  who  occupied 
land  of  a  similar  quality  to  that  of  Ilanuver.  The  experiment 
succeeded  adequate  to  e\|)ectation:  the  practice  gradually  spread 
over  the  county,  and  made  its  wuy  into  several  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  This  important  root,  tlic  grcul  source  of  abundance  to 
the  county,  has  been  gradually  risin*;;;  Iu  its  present  slate,  for  u}>- 
\vards  of  seventy  years.  "  A  good  acre  of  lurui|)s  in  Norfolk  will 
produce  between  thirty  and  forty  cart  loads,  as  heavy  as  three 
horses  can  draw ;  and  an  acre  will  fat  a  Scotch  bullock,  from 
forty  to  fifty  stone,  or  eight  sheep.  But  the  advantage  of  this 
crop  does  not  end  here,  for  it  generally  leaves  the  land  so  dead 
and  in  such  fine  condition,  that  it  almost  ensures  a  good  crop 
of  barley,  and  a  kind  plant  of  clover ;  and  the  clover  is  a  most 
excellent  preparative  for  wheat,  so  lliat  iu  the  sul^sequent  ad- 
vantages the  value  of  •  the  turnip  ran  hardly  be  eslijuated.*" 
It  has  however  been  observed,  that  the  cultivation  of  this  root 
has  reached  its  acme ;  and  that  at  present,  from  some  latent  causes, 

it 
*  Kent's  Gen.  View  of  Agric,  of  Norfolk,  p.  40,  41. 
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it  b  on  llie  dt'cline :  for  recentl^r  tuor«  seed  h  teeome  neeessanv 
H  «tHl  lli«  cro|)  h  iiHire  prerariuus.     Some  pers.itis  Imve  aUribiiled 
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i\m  to  Uic  wafit  of  deeper  pJougIjm^%  and  Arthur  Youug,  who 
H  a  strenuous  ndvorjle  for  it,  adduces  htslunces  of  tlie  i*xlraor* 
fifimry  deplh  to  which  turiiip5i,   and  evt^ii  whtat  nill  nidicale, 

CSC  may  be  fuct«,  but  they  do  nut  tend  to  M\  the  cause  of 
fnihire  to  ahnliow  ploughing.  For  it  is  writ  knosvn,  that  gnmi- 
ferous,  as  well  us  ponnferou9«  phtnU  produce  niore  aod  liacf 
fruit,  Hben  radicatioii  is  not  too  fur  extended  downward^  but 
foieed  into  an  hothvntal  direction* 

No  county  has  exhibited  a  greater  lariety  and  ntimber  o£ 
improved  Impl^wmts,  to  fitcitttute  the  of  orations  of  husbandry^ 
Ihan  Norfoik ;  nor  evinced  luore  ieadines«  in  applying  them 
to  practice.  Among  wheel  earr1nge$,  the  non-drscript  one, 
called  a  trizzcrdt  or  hnmaphroditr,  is  curious;  it  is  tfic  com- 
iTion   cart,    to  which  in  harvest,    or   in  prc^King  circuniststncea, 

coupk  of  temporary  fore  wheels  are  placed  under  the 
and  two  oblique  bidders  to  the  frame,  by  which  it  it 
lo  answer  the  purpose  of  a  \Tag<;on  ;  '*  and  in  htlle  farm$, 
is  a  real  object  of  ittilily,  and  in  liirge  onc«  a  great  help  in  a 
ttfj  tcaaou."  Drills  are  of  all  kinds,  but  a  driU-roller^  it 
prolmbly  j>eculiar  to  this  county.  1 1  is  a  large  cost-Iron 
cyihidcr  with  projecting  rings  round  it,  at  about  ten  inches  dis* 
tiincc  from  each  other.  This  being  drawn  over  the  ploughed 
land,  makes  indentations,  and  the  seed  sown  broad-cxist,  chiefly 
^Usinto  the  drills,  and  is  thus  more  regularly  and  better  deposited 
than  in  the  common  mode  of  sowing.  Threahing  machines  are 
become  general  throughout  the  county,  and  arc  found  to  answer 
every  expectation  formed  of  them.  The  short  time  in  which  a 
hrge  quantity  of  corn  can  he  pre(>ared  for  the  iiiaiket«  by  such 
tmpleoicnts,  is  highly  advantageous  lo  the  farmer.  He  k  enabled 
Ibe  better  to  prepare  for  the  day  of  audit/ and  to  profit  by  the 
ffaaiigrs  of  price  in  fluctuating  markets.  Tfie  powers  of  ^team 
w«te  first  npptied  to  tlic  purjjoses  of  agriculture  in  this  county ; 
ajid  the   first  sieam  engine  was  set  up  by  Colonel  Buller  of 

C  2  Havdoii. 
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HaydoD.  It  possesses  a  ten-horse  power,  turns  a  large  threshinj; 
iDachine,  a  corn-mill,  a  cliafT-cutter,  and  performs  at  the  same 
time  several  other  labours  of  manual  husbandry*.  On  Mr. 
Coke's  farms,  an  improvement  on  temporary  fencing  has  been 
adopted,  worthy  of  universal  imitation.  It  is  the  application  of 
moteabk  gates  and  posts,  with  hurdles,  for  partially  eating  off 
turnips,  or  depasturing  grass  lands  f*  Regaining  land  from  the 
ffra  has  in  several  instances  been  successfully  practised.  At 
Ticbwell  three  hundred  acres  were  embanked  in  tlie  year  1785. 
In  1790,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres  ivere  embanked  and 
enclosed  in  the  parishes  of  Terrington  St.  Clement,  and  Terrin^ 
ton  St.  John.  But  the  chief  improvement  of  this  kind,  which  has 
hitherto  been  made,  was  performed  in  Marshland  by  Count 
Bentinck  ;  who  in  the  prosecution  of  his  plan  lost  his  life.  Hb 
SOD  has  however  continued  to  pursue  it,  and  perseverance  has 
crowned  him  with  ample  success.  The  count's  embankment 
extends  about  four  miles  in  length.  The  construction  of  banks 
usually  made  for  thiis  purpose  was  faulty,  in  being  too  declivous 
towards  the  sea,  by  which  they  were  easily  undermhied  by  the  tide. 
The  present  is  upon  a  new  plan,  and  a  bold  scale.  *'  The  base 
of  the  bank  is  about  fif^y  feet  hi  diameter,  the  slope  to  the  sea 
thirty-six  feet,  forming  an  angle,  as  I  guess,  from  my  eye,  of 
twenty-five  or  thirty  degrees.  Tlie  crown  is  four  feet  wide,  and 
the  slope  to  the  fields  seventeen  feet,  in  an  angle,  I  guess,  of  fifty 
degrees;  the  slope  to  the  sea  nicely  turfed  j.''    By  this  great 

work 

*  " Tlie  general  application  of  these  it  is  Iiopcd  will  tend  to  do  a^ay 
tiic  use  of  watei-inilb,  so  detriniental  to  lands  lying  adjacent  to  streanix. 
For,  of  the  nuisances  that  a  conntry  can  be  p1a^ie<I  with,  certainly  water- 
miUi  class  very  higli  in  the  black  catalogue."    Yonng's  Agr.  of  Norf.  p.  391. 

t  A  singular  attempt  at  improvement  has  lately  been  made  upon  what 
may  be  deemed  a  retrojEcade  movement.  Salthotise  and  Kelley  heaths  have 
been  reserved  by  an  act  of  enclosure  which  passed  io  1780  for  a  wan  en. 
The  ground  was  subjected  to  the  plough,  manured,  cultivated,  and  laid 
down  with  select  sorts  of  glass  for  breeding  and  fattening  rabbits, 

X  Young's  Agr.  of  Norfolk,  p.  437. 
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work  a  tliousurHl  acres  of  excellent  land  Uave  been  added  to  Mr. 
Bentiiick*s  estute.  It  cost  about  five  pounds  per  rod»  and  the 
ivbole  expense  v^-us  one  thousand  pounds.  But  uothing  cati 
give  90  coniprthensive  a  view  of  llie  spirit  and  industry  of  the 
inliabitauts,  interested  or  occupied  in  lands,  and  tbe  accumulalej 
iniproveuieuts,  as  the  following  brief  statement  of  the  number 
of  eiido»iiri*!i,  uliicU  Itave  brcii  made  in  about  Lalf  a  century. 
When  it  is  considered,  that  Norfolk  is  not  uaturaily  a  fertile 
county,  that  its  being  so  produotive  now,  is  chicfty  owing  to 
Imman  iuipruveiucnt ;  that  it  not  only  furnishes  suiticieut  sup- 
part  for  itself,  and  hnral  trades^  but  aho  half  as  much  again  as 
its  inhabitants  consume,  eitlier  to  encourage  maoufucturcs  in 
other  parl«  of  llie  kingdom,  or  eupply  foreign  markets;  It  may 
justly  b«  denomiuated,  not  merely  a  good,  but  a  surprising  county. 

The  following  list  from  Mr.  Young's  "  General  View/*  slicws 
4lie  names  of  places  where  Enclosures  have  hem  made,  at  what 
tinie  llie  Acts  passed,  and  the  number  of  acres  thus  brought  into 
a  strte of  more  profitable  and  useful  cultivation  ihaii  when  iu  their 

condition : 


Ntimta  of  Places,                   Vfar,  AatB^ 

Ade 1797  350 

Asbill    1785  2974 

Banbam    - 1789  iOOO 

Barton • • ••..»1774  408r 

BintreyandTwiford^'..— ..*.».**»*1795  1^50 

Brancastcr    •••♦••***••• ••iJSS  5350 

Brcasengham  and  Fcrsfield 1798  800 

Brook 180O  200 

Buckcoham,  Old --•1790  900 

CttiUiey  and  Ha«isingham •  .•....!  goO  ()00 

Carkton   1777  3000 

Camion •1801  1 300 

CniiiWdt1ii,Remerston,and  Southborough  1 79^*  743 

ii  3  Dunham, 
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Names  of  Placet.                     Year.  AereM. 

Dunlam,  Little    1794  ISOO 

EHinghain • 1 798  2800 

Fehhorpc 1 779  1 500 

Fincbam    1772  2953 

Helhenet 1798  750 

Haveninghanj,  or  Hevingliain 1 799  2553 

Uetcham 1 780  3329 

Hillboroiigb J769  3020 

Hockam,  Great    1795  1000 

Holiii-Uale 1000 

Kenninghall 1799  2500 

Ketteriogfaain 1200 

Langiey    1800  550 

Litcham    1758  1700 

Lixham,  East,  and  Great  Dunham  •  •  •  •  ]  J^S  3000 

Marbam. ; 1795  4000 

Manhani,  under  tlie  Hevinghaiii  Act  •  •  1779  ^00 

•Marshland    1797  6343 

Mateshall 1801  900 

Northwold    179(>  5000 

Oxborough 1723  2000 

Poringland  and  Framinghani   1 800  1 140 

Ringstead 1 7S I  2697 

Salthouse  and  Kelliug 1780  2700 

Sajham  and  Ovington 1800  idOO 

Sedgeford 1795  4000 

Sbembourn 1776  1000 

Shouldha 


*  TIic  act  passed  in  1797  for  the  drainage  and  allotment  of  this  imraen 
tractof  land,  situated  in  Marshland,  Sneeth,  and  Fenn,  t>e8ide8  much  p 
vate  property,  bvt  the  act  was  not  immediately  proceeded  upon.  It 
still  executing.  29,0001.  have  been  already  raised,  and  the  proposed  cetima 
to  conq[>lete  it  is  5)^801.  more ;  iwhen  finished,  it  b  supposed  the  renti 
Dvill  be  increased  by  this  improvement,  50,0001.  per  annum. 


Names  of  Fhtct,                     Year.  Acres, 

SUouldbam  and  Garbob *.....  1794  5570 

Sliroplium •J798  SOO 

.ShotksU.ints,  the  two   «..•••••••••••  17S1  356l 

Sni'tlUlmm 176^  5000 

Stjf  key  and  Mor^ton     • 1 793  4600 

Stolic^by * 172'2  350 

Tacoloeston ,  * . .  1778  170O 

Torriugtons,  the  two    .•,,,..•  .1790  8()8 

Titdmell • 17afi  400 

Thofnlnim     ...  * 1794  2100 

Walhnglon,  tfivcr,  and  North  Cove    - .  17»)7  420 

Waipole    .178*>  1300 

Whetting 1780  4900 

Umfarthing 1781  ()00 

Wrcnningham »»..*•...  1779  2(J0 

Wood  B;islwick    .**#••.»  a7ti7  300 
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NatwilJiklnndiug  so  much  hsM  been  ejected  towards  brmging 
the  whole  of  llie  laud  into  a  proper  state  of  cultivatioD,  yet 
tiMre  is  stHl  a  gre»t  deal  to  accomplish.  To  state  the  proportion 
of  cultivjted  and  tiDcuIlirated  Innds,  in  so  cKteusive  a  district  a% 
Xorfolk,  is  extremely  difHcuIt.  BIr.  Kent,  who  pubhiibed  his  Re* 
f>ori  in  l79^i  ^nd  deduced  his  iidui-ination  from  Ilie  best  obser* 
Tattons  and  inquims  he  wns  able  to  make,  gwt^  }hit  following 
catcolation  of  the  number  of  acres,  aofl  ikeif  present  state  of  ap- 
propriation, as  the  result : 


The  space  00  wbicl*  llic  Tov^us  staud  - .  •  •  *f  f  1,500 

Public  and  private  llauds p  , . .  t  r*  •  l6,41<> 

Lakes  and  Rivers *  •  •  -  • 2,000 

Sedgy  and  swantpy  Grouiut •  •  1,500 

Uoimproved  Commons ♦ •  80,000 

Woods  und  Planlalions ^    -  -  10,000 

Arable  Lsiud^  computed  at  two-thirds  of  the 

County 7**'9»^00 

G  4  Meadowy 
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Meadows  Parks,  aud  i'pland  Pastures-  •#.. .   1 2tifif)^ 

Marsh  Lands 63,346      ^ 

\Varrcus  and  Sheep  Walks    •  • 63«346 

Total - . .  •   1,094,40a 


Smce  tliiii  ntutt^iuenl  was  niadCj  it  will  be  seen  by  Ui«  pre- 
ceiiing  list  of  enclosures,  that  the  coninionable  land  and  commons 
have  been  very  much  ditjiinished  ;  yet  ibe  tieldiog  part  of  Nor- 
folk, and  the  waste  lands  are  still  of  great  extcot.  Of  the  fornier 
much  lies  in  the  buodreds  of  Brotliercross,  Smitbdoii,  Grim* 
shoe,  North- Grceuboe,  FreelK-idge-Lynn,  Loddon,  ice.  And 
of  the  laller  description,  large  wastes  still  exbt  at  Attlcborougb» 
Tummoor,  Weslcar,  Broadmoor  Fen,  Bacoulhorpe,  Botougb^ 
South-Creak,  Holt,  and  Flegg*. 

"  In  a  good  corn  year,  when  there  is  a  free  exportation,  it 
has  been  said,  that  the  four  Norfolk  ports  export  as  much  com 
as  all  the  rest  of  England ;  which  1  believe  to  be  true,  for  it  ts 
seldom  less  tlian  a  million  sterling  in  value,  and  otlcn  more ;  oad 
though  w>nie  of  the  com  comes  down  the  Wavcney  out  of  Sii^lk, 
and  some  down  the  Ouse,  from  two  or  three  of  the  midlaxtd 
counties,  lliis  addition  seldom  bears  the  proportion  of  more  titan 
an  eighth  part  of  the  Yarmouth  export,  and  a  third  of  the  L}iin ; 
which  is  not  more  than  a  Icnlb  of  the  wholef.** 

The  following  calculation  is  given  by  Mr.  Kent,  as  an  average 
estimate,  for  ouc  3ear,  of  the  sujicrfluous  corn,  seeds,  and  other 
articles,  which  were  exported  from  the  five  priiicipal  ports  of 
llie  county  in  the  years  179S,  17p4.,  and  1795.  Exclusive  of 
wfiich  it  is  buppoj»ed  tbat  enough  was  reserved  to  supply  tlie  peo- 
pie  emplovcd  in  agriculture,  '' for  fi Ay  thousand  manufacturers^ 
aud  siic  thousand  seames." 

From 

•  Vonag's  Agric.  of  Norfolk,  p.  3Bi, 
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rrom  YarmmUh,  wlicat*  wheal-flour,  barley, 
inaJr,  nc,  pease,  beaus,  267,358  qu»rters; 
dediu:t  7A79  quarters  of  oaU  imported^ 
moie   lium    were  exported,  leiives  25i),879         £. 

quiiiierf,  i*lnch  ainoiiiUvtl  to  •  <  • • . . .   440,440 

From  Lynn,  ivbcat,   wlieat-flour,  bariey,  nialt^ 

r^e,     \K^e,     beam,      vetcbe*,      rape-seed, 

^P     1dO>l58   quarters:    from  which  deduct  for 

i  <Kiii>  impurted  4,<)i>3  quarters,  leaves  175, 1 65 

C|Utfrters,  aniouttliiig  to •  •  * * '  258,400 

Fmixi  Blacknry  and  Clayt  wheat,  sl^'heat> flour, 
Imrley,  matt,  rje,  and  pease,  70,150  quarter; 

Pfkducl  for  oaU  imported  :s6l  quarters,  leaves 
fi^»79t>  quarters,  amounting  to  •  •  •  ♦ •  •  *     93,774 
From  ^VcUm,  wheat,  wlieal-floiir,  barley,  malt, 
fjfC  and  pease,  78,137  quarters;  from  which 

»dvducl  2533  quarters  of  oats  imported,  leaves 
the  excess  of  exports  75,634  quarters,  the 
firifse  of  which  was  esttmalfd  at   ]  0$,S9p 

CtttUe,     50O0  home  bred  bullocks,  at  lOl.  •  •  •  •  50,000 

115,000  Scotch  ami  Irish;  fattii»g  profit 

St,  cacli 75,000 

30,000  siieep,  at  iL  10s. 45,000 

Swine  not  less  than    10^000 

Rabbits,  at  least    .......•••..•  10,000 

Poultry  and  ^me  ....-•••••••••••••••••••  3,000 

I  Wool,  corijecluied  to  be  about 20,000 

Herrings  exported • •  •  •  •  •  50,000 

50,000  lambs,  at  123.  each 30,000 
373,000 

^m    Add  for  corn,  grain,  flour,  ^c.  as  above  •  •  p01,521 

iPtilal  yearly  produce  sent  out  of  Hie  county  •  1,274,521 


105 


T   O 


18   a 


16    0 

0     0 


0    o 
9    O 


9    O 
AOer 


106  ^H^T  980RFOLK. 

After  giving  this  eniniienilion,   u-iiidi  appears  io  have 
made  from  strict  tfriqitiry  anti  citreful  oilculiiiion,  Mr*  Kent  Db"- 
fiurvea,  •*  I  biue  purposely  bfoiiRlit  Uje  whote  iiito  money,  willi  ^ 
Ticw  of  shewing,  with  greulcr  cusc,  ^vliat  luinibcr  of  persoits  tJii^ 
t\%m,  or  supenU>i)ndaol  produce  is  crpial  tu  llie   $it|>pnrt   oC^ 
And  if  we  ap|>ortion  Icii  pounds  for  tlie  austettunce  of  a 
tieiug,  one  with  'ati'iUicT,  wliidi  niu&l  be  acknowledged  Io  be 
liberal  allowance,  ■  wiien  luxuries  tte  exctudcd,  it  will  appear  thar 
this  county  sends  out  a  fcjr«>igii  supply  for  upwards  of  127,000 
f  crsous.     And  if  we  lako  the  5(i>000  employed  in  tbe  hoote  ma- 
nufdctures  uud  navigation  from   the  ivtiole  popuialiou  of   tJie 
county,  it  ivill  slrcw  thai  the  county  furnishes  more  tbaii  a  »ufli- 
ciency  for  double  the  number  of  iicrsoua  employed  in  agriculture 
aiid  its  appetidanl  track's, 

*'  Every  im|)artitil  tiian  who  considers  lliii  vast  produce,  ntuit 
he  struck  wilh  asloiiiibrncnt:  ainl  as  Norfolk  is  fdr  from  Mn 
imtumUy  a  gond  country*  it  must  undoubicMlly  be  to  art  and  in*' 
dttstry  that  tliis  great  touroe  of  treasure  is  Io  be  ascribed*  11  is 
evidently  so  gre;it,  that  no  ^lart  of  England*  not  even  llie  famous 
vales  of  Tiumton,  While  Horse,  or  Evesham,  arc  supposed  to 
txcecd  it  in  pro}K>rtioo  of  com,'* 

*'  Goycrnnicut  must  certainly  draw  from  this  county  a  much 
greater  portion  of  revenue  than  from  auy  other ;  for  h^  nearly 
o)it>third  part  of  ait  (be  araUe  laud  is  sown  with  barley  crerj^ 
year;  a&d,  a$  the  barley  crop  is  geocrally  gooij,  (half  of  it  betcig 
sown  upon  deau  land  after  turnips,)  ilic  return  whicJi  it 
make  when   traced   through  the  mail-l)out«,    brew-liouae,    and! 
distillery,  will  be  found  to  amount  to  a  sum  almost  Uicredible*.*^ 


TRADE,   MANUFACTURES*  COMMERCE,  &C. 


Ute  maoufiictures  of  Norfolk,  except  what  arc  intenclrd  for 
4oD]e§tic  11^,   or  borne  consumption,  consist  chiefly  of  woven 

♦  IvtfnVs  GcD.  View,  p.  130,  &c. 
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9^K}<ls ;  which,  in  a  great  variety  of  liraoclics,  is  stili  tbc  &Uip1e 
tnifte  of  tbc  county,  tl'ortffd,  uow  u  small  village,  is  remark* 
abk  for  6rst  giving  name  to  «  kind  of  cloths  made  of  wqo1»  dif- 
iorcntlv  dre^cd  from  wluil  forms  those  denomitiiitcd  wooll€U«i: 
tbc  yitrn  of  the  former  being  >4pun  froiu.  combed,  aud  of  llie 
hitter  from  carded  wool.  Di)rinics,  caincrics,  cakculs,  &c.  which. 
ju  Q  siinilur  numncr,  look  their  uaoies  from  lUc  pltictrs  when*  the)( 
were  tint  msi<te,  formerly  couitiluled  llie  jirincipal  nmrmfaclure. 
•Tbc99  were  folUmed  hy  druggets,  sc*rpes,  shalloons,  duliidds,  !kc* 
iismI  Ihevc  n^:iio  lisive  hcen  .su|H'n$edcd  by  cr<i|>€Sy  cambk-t$,  iiibi^^ 
4talii^  tabiticts»  bombtizioes,  poplins,  )>luin  aud  flowered  <U- 
4mlM»  ftlawls,  and  a  ^rcut  variety  of  fuiicy  ur tides,  moi^t  0/ 
wiiicfa  wre  mnnufaciured  from  wool,  uwihair,  aud  i^ilW^  by  differ- 
ent intcmuxturea  and  airions  combinations.  In  this  in^cntouit 
«ad  profitiiblc  trade  Norwich  takes  the  Icud.  But  the artiihrs  thut 
'^m  lisre  usually  been  considered  as  being  made,  tn  the  city  oidy, 
^1  have  iHren  produced  by  the  joint  labour  of  several  towns  and 
H  riUagts  throughout  the  eoiuily.  Siocc  the  intro^iucliun  of  ua- 
H  •dliiienr,  Ibe  Imdc  has  t>eefi  more  concentruted,  and  is  now  con- 
W  ^^d  to  Norwich  and  a  few  places  in  its  vicinity.  A  co»&i«icr- 
abSe  manuEtcture  of  stockings  is  carried  on  at  Aylsliain ;  and  of 

coarse  woollens  at  Thelford. 

■ 

Norfolk,  by  means  of  its  rivers,  &c.  lias  a  most  extco&tve  iii^ 

temaJ  coiumunicatioo  with  the  northern  and  midland  counties. 

But  lifting  oDJy  two  gntmt  outlets  to  the  seu,  ils  foreign  and 

coasting  trade  is  principally  engrossed  by  tl)e  |>orts  of  Lynn  and 

Ywiuumlh*     Wells,  Blai'knry,  Bunihani,  ami  Clay,  though  Ihty 

share  parlially  in  the  com  trade,  irtay  rather  be  c:onsidered  as 

Jitking  towns.     Ry  the  Great  Ou^e,  and  its  associated  rivers  and 

catHsls*  Norfolk  supplies  the  central  parts  of  the  kin^^dom,  with 

coals«  wine,  timber,  groccrieB,  6ic,i  and  in  return  receives  large 

«|uanlities  of  chee;^,  corn,  and  malL     It  pnrtWipaloA  also  in  the 

Of eeciliind  6&heries.     Its  foreign  trado  formerly  was  very  consider* 

«ble,  effwcally  lo  the  Baltic,  to  Norway,  Holhiiid,  Portugal,  and 

-  SfMuft;  aad  ttie  valuable  cargoes  of  liiuber,  spirits, wines, fruit,  ^c. 

vised  to  be  so  gicat  in  the  lime  of  Sptlman,   that    "  Ceres  and 

Bacchus 
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Bacchos  seemed  to  bate  established  tbeir  magazines  tbere."  Ill 
iinports  of  coab  and  wmes  were  next  to  London,  Bristol,  and 
Newcastle.  At  Yarmouth,  the  chief  part  of  the  commercial 
coocems  of  the  county  are  transacted. 

Parochial  Ratbs,  State  of  the  Poor,  ^c.^From  Ar- 
thur Young's  Comparison  of  the  Rates,  during  tlie  years  of  scarcity, 
and  at  other  times,  it  dei^rly  appears,  tliat  the  poor  of  this  county 
have,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  been  extremely  numerous,  and 
very  burthensome ;  that  the  number  and  expence  have  been  pro- 
gressively increasing,  and  though  several  houses  of  industry  have 
been  establbhed,  witli  a  view  to  diminish  both,  yet  they  do 
not  a^ipear  to  have  answered  the  intended  effect.  By  the  returns 
to  parliament,  annexed,  the  necessity  of  some  new  and  different 
system  of  providing  for  the  poor  will  evidently  appear.  In 
scarcely  any  instances  are  the  rates  in  Norfolk  below  four  shillings 
in  the  pouud,  and  in  some  places  they  are  double,  and  at  times 
have  been  more  tlian  trebled  and  quadrupled.  >  It  is  highly  uv 
eumbent  then  on  the  Legislature  to  relieve  the  kind  of  such  a 
burthen,  and  to  adopt  some  measure  that  may  prevent  the  re* 
currence,  under  any  circumstances^  of  similar  evils. 

The  objections  to  the  present  mode  of  support,  are  its  total 
insufficiency  to  answer  the  purposes  for  which  the  rates  are 
granted ;  tlic  enormous  burthens  they  occasion,  and  the  griev- 
ance to  the  poor  themselves ;  as  these  are  not  provided  fur  in  a 
way  calculated  to  excite  industry,  or  produce  economy.  The 
labourer  must  be  encouraged,  he  sliould  not  be  forced.  The  poor 
man  may  be  induced  by  various  motives  to  adopt  such  a  line  of 
conduct,  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  parochial  aid ;  but  tliis 
can  never  be  effected  by  compulsion.  The  modern  plans  of  pro- 
vision for  the  lower  class  of  society,  have  tended  to  destroy  the 
two  grand  principles  of  pride  and  shame,  which  formerly  operated 
as  powerful  preventive  restraints  in  their  miuds,  and  served  to 
prevent  pauperism  and  mendicity.  By  the  former  they  were  led 
to  attain  necessaries  and  comforts  by  honest  means ;  and  the  latter 
forbade  them,  without  the  most  urgent  need,  to  become  trouble- 
seme  to  their  neighbours*    Houses  of  Industry^  as  tl^y  are  called, 

have 


^^^m  been  the  greatest  niiisaoces  under  the  exisHi^g  system  of 

^Boor  laws.     Tliey  destroy  all  proper  clistmction.     In  liieni  the 

^^rofligate  and  tbc  lazy  are  associated  witli  the  0£cd  und  inlirm. 

And  sucii   "  establUUmeQls,  militatiDg  with  every  principle  of 

Rutnanity  atK)  political  interest,  and  not  uiifrefptentiy  m\U  those 
f  ntomlily,  cannot  l>e  too  ofteit^  or  too  mocli  reprobated*," 
An  ealabifsltmetit  for  tlie  benefit  of  llie  poor,  has  been  fonued 

rit  Soentdhain,  and  h  found  to  be  of  extensive  utility.  'Fins  is  si 
iul>«cnptiou  miU»  which  cost  eight  hundred  poiinth,  tvhere  a  miller 
H  employed  ut  a  certain  salary,  to  grind  com  at  fourpence  pec 
liuahel  for  whatever  poor  person  briii;^s  it. 

The  following  p;irticnlar5  respecting^  the  Poor,  &c.  are  derived 

I/rom  the  reports  laid  before  Parliament^  and  printed  only  for  the  use 
of  Uje  members  in  1804,  In  this  official  document  it  appears. «  TJtal 
letitms  were  received  frtnn  six  hundred  and  ninoty-one  (Kirishe"} 
f>r  plttcrs  in  the  county  of  NoRFOr.K,  in  the  year  1803  :  in  178^ 
the  rctunis  were  from  six  hnndrcd  and  eighty-three;  and  from  the 
same  number  in  IZZt)-"  It  i»  Ihen  further  stated,  that  "  three 
hundred  and  eight  pari^tliei  or  places  inaintuio  all,  or  part  of,  their 
^poor  in  workhouses.  The  number  of  persons  so  inaintaiiied« 
Hfiuritig  tlie  year  ending  Easter  1803,  was  three  thousand  niiiehuii* 
Bitred  and  ninely-six  ;  and  the  expence  incurred  therein  amounted 
"  lo  44,9671.  4s.  Sjd.  being  at  the  rate  of  111.  ,^s.  id,  for  each 
|ier«ou  maiutuned  in  that  manner.  By  the  returns  of  1776  (here 
ivrcre  then  twenty-four  workiiouses,  capable  of  aecommodathig  one 
[thousand  two  hundred  and  five  |ier5ons»  The  number  of  persons 
Iteved  t^ii/ of  workhouses  waj*  rhirty-ejghtlbousandsevcn  bundled 
ind  eigbty-six,  iM^sidcs  four  thousund  an<f  tbivlydive  who  were  not 
itoners,  Tlie  ex[>ence  incurred  in  the  relief  of  Ihc  poor  not 
trkhouses,  amoun'ed  to  I24,76aK  15s.  8jd.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  those  who  were  not  parishioners  a|)pear  to  have  been 
I  tajrrants: 

I  •  lwent'»  General  View  of  die  Agricoltiirc  of  NorfoUt,  p.  170.  Note  by 
pir  TlioaHis  Bre^or*  Id  this  interciitm^  volnmc,  ibc  cnliglitenr<}  aiithor  liu» 
Mirfdreed  his  ovru  argtimeuts  by  addiinnf^  coincidini;  opiaions^  und  «tate> 
[wents  from  Sir  Tlioraa*  Beevor»  Mr.  James,  Mr,  liowlctt,  &c.  wiid  it  mutt 
■■M|Mpy  evident  from  tbete^  that  tiome  reforroatioo  is  wanted  in  tlie  pre- 
^^^^Hl  of  mannaging  poor-rates,  poor-hotues,  &r. 
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vagrants :  and,  tbereforc,  it  is  probable,  that  Uie  relief  given  !• 
this  class  of  poor  could  not  exceed  two  shillings  each,  amounting 
to  4031.  109.  This  sum  being  deducted  from  tlie  above 
12i,765l  los.  Sjd.  leaves  124,3621.  58.  8jd.  being  at  the  rate  of 
3l.  49.  1  Jd.  for  each  person  relieved  out  of  any  workhouse.  Tiie 
number  of  persons,  relieved  in  and  out  of  worhhouses,  was  forty- 
two  thousand  seven  hiuidred  and  eighty-two,  besides  those  who 
were  not  parishioners.  Excluding  the  expence  supposed  to  be 
incurred  in  the  relief  of  thb  class  of  poor,  all  other  expences  rela« 
five  to  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  amouuting  to  175,30^11.  8s.  Sd. 
being  at  the  rate  of  4l.  Is.  6d.  for  each  parishioner  relieved.  The 
resident  population  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  the  year  1801, 
appears  from  the  po|Hilation  abstract  to  have  been  two  hundred 
and  seventy-three  thousand  three  hmidred  and  seventy-one ;  so 
that  the  number  of  parishioners  relieved  from  the  poor's  rate 
appears  to  be  sixteen  in  an  hundred  of  the  resident  |>opulatioD. 
'ilie  number  of  persons  belonging  to  friendly  societies,  appears  to 
be  five  in  an  hundred  of  the  resident  population.  The  amount  of 
the  total  money  raised  by  rates,  appears  to  average  at  14s.  ll}d« 
per  liead  on  the  population.  The  amount  of  the  whole  expen* 
diture  on  account  of  the  poor,  appears  to  average  at  l'2s,  lO^d* 
per  head  on  the  population.  The  expenditure  in  suits  of  law, 
removal  of  pani)ers,  and  expences  of  overseers  and  other  officers, 
according  to  the  present  abstract,  amounts  to  (}0311.  i7s.  9jd« 
The  amount  of  such  expenditure,  according  to  the  retum9  of  1785, 
was  then  2,8^41.  los.  lOd.  The  expenditure  in  purchasing  ma- 
terials for  employing  the  poor,  according  to  the  present  abstract, 
amounts  to  l,459l.  ISs.  7^d.  The  amount  of  such  expenditure, 
according  to  Ihe  returns  of  1785,  was  then  3031.  13s.  <)d.  The 
poor  of  four  parishes  or  places  in  this  county  are  fanned  or  main- 
tained under  contract.  The  poor  of  two  hundred  and  fifteetv 
parishes  or  places  (including  the  thirty-six  parishes  hi  the  city  of 
Norwich)  are  maintained  and  employed  under  the  regulations  of 
special  Acts  of  Parliament.  Two  hundred  Friendly  Societies  have 
been  enrolled  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  this  county,  pursuant  to 
the  Acts  of  33  and  35  George  III." 
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NORWICH, 

tlal  ctf  the  cottnty*  ^nd  principal  cify  on  the  easlem 

of  Fji^Uud,   h  tli&lins^uUiieil   in   tlui  cotinnercial  annuls  of 

I  real  Ikitaiii  fur  jIs  inannfactures,  ami  in  the  lopoj^mphital  iibtory 

uUnd  for  the  niciiioralilo  events  ibat  have  occiirretS  licre, 

tiumiTOUs  Rnli(|Liitii:s4  amt  for  various  other  objects^  iihich 

vc  aboot  to  hnvcstioatc  aikl  explain.    The  city  rhif-fly  occupies 

^   i'les  of  u  pontic  bill:  which  rum  parnlh-l  with  the 

ii  on  ib  ivcsU*ni  side,  and   lermmatc-i  ;jl  a  sudden 

id  i»f  it.     At  Urn  tnrii,  urtd  near  thai  ttrniiimlion,  n  Castle,  or 

N,  apj)t;irs  lo  luivc  heen  ealabhshed  at  an  enrly  pcriad ; 

.  „     i     ,».  ople  coofjrcgulcd  n>und  it    for  peraoiud  scrurily, 

Ittmle  mlvttnlngr,  Ihry  gruduaHy  f.>rincd,  and  augmented  the 

>«rii.     It  wouhl  he  no  very  diHir iiU  nK\tler  to  (race  and  fkvelope 

hut  to  render  suth  aecounl  salbfactory  and  intercst- 

r<Hild  require  uiueh  re.^earch  und  Jnvesligatiao.     It  would 

^!>u  (kiitimd  a  br|;er  i$)>ace  Uma  can  tvith  ])ropriety  be  appof- 

lo  il  til  this  puhlicalion.     Of  Norwich,   in  its  present 

it  bits  been  snid  tlu^t  it  stands  upon  more  ground,  eom- 

tmlmly  wiJb  its  population,  than  any  eity  in  the  kingdom,  the 

>uihr       ^    '  Mcrally  interspersed  wlili  gunlens,  which  btler 

irtui     1    i      :      -tveo  rise  to  its  appelhUion  of  u  *  citi/  in  an 

rchard/    The  shape  or  plan  is  irregular,  approaching  that  of  a 

^mneopb,  or  ben!  cone;  and  hiis  not  unuptly  been  compared  to 

irc  of  a  shoulder  of  veni*9on  *.     ft  U  ratfier  ntore  tlian  cue 

n  hiilf  in  length,  from  Couisford  Gate,  in  King  Street 

tlie  tonWu  lo  Magdalen  Gate  on  the  north ;  and  one  mile  and 

1*  r  broad,  from  Bishop's  Gate  on  the  ca*tp  to  St.  Bene- 

lE*!  in  the  west. 

Besfiei  the  Catliednil,  it  contains  thirty-six  Churches,  and  seve- 

llTil  cbaprU  or  mt'eting-houses  u(  viirious  denominations ;  has  five 

Vo  L»  X I .     Feb.  1  ROi).  J I  bridge* 

*  Soe  Iht  1^11  pfibliitiiii  in  Utc  HfUith  Atfrn^  vrUcli  is  oroamtntcd  wjtli  a 
*ltw  of  St.  tvtiKlbwti  Uatc,  «Dil  tlic  city  aruu. 
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bridges  over  Ibe  river,  one  of  iron  and  four  of  sJonc.    The  whole 
city  was  formerJy  surroumJed,  except  on  the  sitle  toivards  Ihe  rii 
by  au  eiuLallM  wail  dunked  willi  forty  tov^ers,  and  bad  h^-elve  gali 
Ihc  former  is  dilajndateclj  and  Uje  klter  have  been  tuben  doun. 


Historical  Events,— Tlic  original  foundation  of  Noiwidi 
easily  to  be  ascertahied.     It  has  been  ultributed  lo  Guitilliie, 
imaginary  British  prince ;  and  to  Julius  Ctesar*  ivho  never 
tended  his  conquests  and  anus  to  far  northward  in  tlie  i! 
Polydore  Virgil,  who  is  reported  to  have  destroyed  niaiA  ' 
doeumenls,   that  his  own  miMepreseutatiotis  might  ticn 
tectcd,  fancies  that  a  town  «ras  formed  here  by  Uie   Ri 
Pduin^  by  hypothesis  and   ronjfr.tnre,  let   u$  altaid  tmh 
rational  deduction  and  authentic  document,  which  ahoold 
be  admitted  into  historical  narrative.    Soon  after  tlie  Roi 
eiblbiished  themselves  in  Britain,  they  either  credeji!  forti 
near  the  British  town^  or  invited  the  subdued  native*  lo 
round  the  Roman  raiUtary  stations.     Hence  il  Is  that  many ' 
chief  cities  and  towns  occupy  the  sites  of  snch  fortified  pG«l\ 
are  in  tlie  immediate  vicinity  of  them  *.    Thus,  it  is  probaUt  i 
Nonvich  originated  in  the  decay  of  Venta-Iccnoninii  as  Salisl 
arose  out  of  Sorbiodunum,  or  Old  Sanim.     An  old  dbticb 
tuetnoralei  the  fonner  event : 


*'  4'iixtor  \v:iA  a  city,  wlirn  Norwicli  mrai  Qone ; 
And  Norwich  was  biiiJt  wiUi  Ctitor  •taoc." 

••  I  have  no  wJiere  met  with  the  name  of  Norwicir,  say  *  ♦hh- 
den,  "  befeire  the  Danish  invasion.  So  far  from  its  being  fomded 
by  Cssar  or  OuHeline  the  Briton,  as  h  pretended  by  tboM 
embrace  evtry  story  without  weighing  ilf."  On  Ibc  oripl 
nttme,  multifHrious  opinions  have  been  formed ;  leavhtg  i 
conjectttre  of  Polydore  Virgil,  who  thought  he  pktnly  disooi 


See  Btauticsy  Vol  U.  in  Cornwall  j  and  Evans's  Tour  in  South  \rale». 
i  Eritaiinia,  Xcik  II.  p.  9'U 


^■^^^      1^ 

r 

fl 

iv 
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wrficit$  ill  the  ward  Orda-mcfSf  the  name  of  a  Brilklj  tribe  who 
»ite(l  ific  opposite  part  of  llic  bUii<i,  %vhldi  opinion  was 
>ar(ls  adoptcMl  by  Dr.  Calus;  there  caa  be  no  room  for 


^ 


doubt,  that  Ibia  |»lace  received  its  uppellalioD  from  I  be  Saxonu, 

The  word   NafthunCt  in  their  litnguage,   sigTiif\iiig  a  northrm 

ationt  castle,  or  toH*n  ^*     And  ou  llie  Saton  cnins  of  vanouH 

igns,  the  wtird  occurs  iu  Ihfir  exergite,  with  the  niiitl-muster  s 

nsitiie.     BlomeHeld  has  enainemted  several  of  these.     One  struck 

nbnttt  liic  year  .^72,  Una  round  the  head  Alfred  Hex,  and  a 

OioDogrBui  on  the  reverse,  Northwic,    About  tlie  year  ^25,  a 

com  of  Elbclatan  was  struck,  which  has  a  tiead^  and  round  il; 

JEihehioM  ;  on  the  reverse  in  a  cruss,  with  the  words  Barbt  Man 

J^^rlhtcic;  tbat  is,  Barbe  miul-raa&lcr  of  Norwich.     Of  Edmtind, 

tbe  successor  of  EtheUlan,  there  is  a  coin  with  Eadtfnmd  Rej 

romid  tijc  licati,  and  on  the  reverse  Eadgar  Afo.  N<frtkwic*    The 

money  of  Edrcd,  coined  here  about  A*  D»  t)46\  has  on  (he  ob- 

I     ter*e,  Eadrcd  Rex,  and  on  the  reverse,  lianne  Mo,  Northwic, 

Hpf  Edward  the  martyr,  two  coins  have  round  the  bead  Edwerd 

^mlirf,   and  on  the   reverse   Leofwinc  On.   Nor,      Three  coins^ 


itiktei}  here,  of  Ethelred,  called  the  unready,  are  e\taut;  which 
ilktve  00  the  obverse  Edclrcd  Rex  Angl;  but  were  struck  under  <lif- 
lirent  minUmasters*    Tiie  firitt  has  un  the  revei^e  Leofat  Mo.  No, ; 

^Jke  feeood.  Brant  ing  Mo,  Northwic ;  and  I  be  Ihird,  Fokcard 

^nif«.  Nm-thmc  t. 

^^Hp^tt  it  appears  from  most  authentic  documents,  that  Norwich 

^^RFii  pbcc  oi  note  previous  to  the  Danish  dynasty.  On  the 
dereliction  of  Britain  by  the  Romans,  the  Saxons  speedily  took 
llie  idfinlage  of  their  departure,  to  pour  in  tlieir  own  mercenary 
troofio,  which  Uiey  did  on  ibis  pari  of  tlic  coast,  under  a  pretence 
of  as&isling  tbe  Britons  against  ilie  iuitabitauts  of  the  nortberu 
paK  of  Uie  i:»land.     Quickly  throwing  otf  the  mask,  and  changing 

h^  H  2  lh« 


*  ll'iV  lican  tliese  diflleretit  iignificadona. 
et  Ooiliico  l^Tinum. 


Lye*i  Dictiomnuin  Sixooico 


I  Bbmcficlil'f  £ttii7y  Vol.  III.  ji.  C.  wleie  tlie  abbrevuttiouft  iue  tiikJ  up. 
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Ihe  character  of  auxiliaiies  into  that  of  invaders,  tliey  began  to 
erect  fortresses  to  defend  the  possessions  they  bad  seized,  and 
enable  them  to  execute  tlieir  plan  of  finally  occupying  the  whole 
island.    At  this  period,  the  castle  of  Norwich,  or  the  fortificatkin 
on  the  Wensum,  was  probably  constructed.     Browne  observe^ 
that  "  No  small  number  of  silver  pieces  have  been  found,  near 
Nonvicli  (at  Thorpe),  with  a  rude  head  upon  the  obveiBe,  and  la 
ill-fonncd  horse  on  the  reverse;  with  inscriptions  le,  Diitv. 7. 
whctlier  implving  Iceni,  Dvrotriges,  Tascia,  or  Tritioba»tes,  we 
leave  to  higher  conjecture.     Vul<;ar  chronology  will  haveNonrirh 
c«istle  as  ok!  a.s  Jullun  Ctesar ;  but  his  distance  from  these  parts 
and  its  Oothk  form  of  structure  abridgetli  such  antiquity.    Tbu 
lirithh  crosses  ulVord  conjecture  of  early  habitation  in  these  piriik 
though  the  city  of  yorivich  arose  from  the  ruins  of  Fenia ;  and, 
though  perhaps  not  without  some  habitation  before,  was  enlarged, 
buildcd,  and  noniiuatcd  by  the  Saxons*.**    The  elevated  spot  on 
which  this  castle  stands,  a  promontory  at  the  uorlh-westero  n* 
trcmily  of  a  ridge  of  land  which  extends  from  the  site  of  tbc 
oncieiit  cubtor  to  the  Wensuni,  and  commands  a  prospect  over  ft 
large  .space  of  country,  pointed  it  out  as  an  eligible  place  to  fix  m 
advanced  post.     ( 'trdn-,  the  founder  of  the  kingdom  of  Wessex, 
may  he  con^i(!e^«Hl  the  first  of  the  Saxon  princes  who  pernfl" 
iKMitly  c>lubli!>litil  ii  niouarchy  in  Britain  about  the  year  5lD* 
At  the  same  period  the  country,  wl'.ich   was  afterwards  denouii* 
iiaU'd   East-AngUa,  was  probably  colonized,  "  though  the  mo- 
iiardi)  did  not  appear  till  atlcr  ooU-f." 

Wiliiani    of    Mulnisbury  observer,    that   Vffa   was  the  fir*^ 
Saxon  nuniarch,  who  assumed  dominion  over  this  part  of  the  kin:^ 
(ioni  in  l!K'''Year  .■>75.     "  Dul  the  goncalogy  attached  to  Nenni*'* 
slates,  that   (hrccu,  the  fallicr  of  UlFd,  was  the  first  sovereign  ^^ 
Luf-l-An-zlla  |." 

•  l^rc'.xjiiMlyilriotaiihia,  p.  It?. 

t  Ti.rncr":>  ri^'i'.Ji-y  of  the  Ai:i;U>-.SaxGns,  V<.1.  I.  p.  •.'P.llo, 

f  \Wa\,  p.  I'iX 
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>re,  was  probably  eslablisbed  between  tbc 
jcnn  530aiKi  54U|  nnd  l!ic  castle  erected  about  the  same  |>eriad.  lu 
iit?  year  G  W  U  b  said  to  have  been  a  fortified  royal  scat  o(  Anna^ 
tilt  MVOOth  king  of  tbc  East  Anglian  tine ;  and  tliis  is  coufinned  by 

Irfi  circumstttuce,  ^vbicb  strikingly  demonstrates  how  essentially  use- 
EfuJ  to  general  and  particular  history,  h  an  accurate  statement  of 
knuDcs  and  dales.  From  liie  ttfft^et  of  th«  dmrch  of  Ely  it 
P|i|M*ar9,  w  hen  the  diocese  was  formed  out  of  that  of  Lincoln, 
Jleiity  the  First  granted  to  Hervey  the  Premier  Bisbop  of  the  See 
of  Ely,  a  diichsrge  of  his  lands  from  the  service  of  guards  prcvi- 

kiialy  due  to  the  castle  of  AVii'iV/t.  This  event,  first  noticed  by 
kth^  and  ailcrnards  by  Speed  and  Spcbnan,  clearly  shews  iImj 
antiquity  of  the  caatic,  as  it  must  have  existed  prior  to  the  mo* 
nastcry  of  Ely,  And  tlu:  sum  paid  by  Uervey  to  the  crown  for 
the  Iranifer  of  Uits  knight'i  service  from  Nontich  cattle  to  the 

I  church  of  El\\  etiuces  tlie  great  extent  of  the  possessions  be- 
longing to  the  forjtier  in  the  time  of  King  Anna.    The  occasion 
Kbich  led  to  the  ehiciriatory  circuraslance  was  this.     Tombcrt»  or 
[Tojibert,  prince  of  the  southern   Gervii  f,  on  his  marriage  with 
pLtheidreda,  daughter  of  Anna,  graoted  her  the  isle  of  Ely  for  her 
•elflenient;  which,  for  security,  was  to  be  held  by  taxtle  guard 
mc€  to  tlie  castle  of  Nor^vicb.     After  the  death  of  Tombert,  hit 
t'liiiQW  njarried  Egfrid,  King  of  Northumberland ;  but  by  repu* 
Nation,  or  mulual  consent,  she  parte<t  from  him,  and  retired  to 

H  ^  bcr 


*  Tlie  pnrcba»^  money  wai  one  ttioii^iiml  potinds  -,  wliicti^  for  tliat  time, 
vm  very  lar^eiuiiu     lS'.*titlitm*i  History,  he  of  Ely,  p.  ]  J2- 

f  Tbr  Gcr>  ii  were  the  people  inliabitinc:  llie  fenuy  dUtriee,  at  jncsent 
^oniprelioiiied  in  U»e  counties  of  Uncoln,  Noifolk,  ajid  <Ja»nbriiIge.  Tiiis  wa» 
it  iiicd  hilo  two  part^,  and  wasfhiin  tUtir  relative  posirinm,  caHcd  north  «ni1 
twuik  GtrriL  Torobcrt,  who  poiitexjicd  the  latter  in  right  of  his  wife,  wtA 
0D#  dfthofe  etldcrmen,  or  prioics,  uilerviard^  called  mrt*  and  cmn'dtt^  wlio 
lield  one  or  more  di-ilrictii  by  roynl  e"»ot,  or  in  fee ;  and  who,  with  tlir 
i>blji<jp»,  forntud  in  (hn?c  ttmes  iLe  iUfncnu  ajiincit  of  ihi- nut'wn. 
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Iier  own  estate  at  Ely,  where  she  erected  a  moiustery,  and  became 
the  first  abbess  about  A.  D«  673. 

FVom  this  period  till  the  reign  of  King  Alfred  the  Oreat»  we 
find  bnt  few  events  recorded  respecting  the  castle  of  Norwieb ; 
but  during  the  numerons  incursions  (if  the  Danes,  it  was  fie* 
quently  possessed  by  them  and  the  Saxoot  alternately.    Its  lituik 
tion  renJered  it  an  objt^ct  of  importance  to  the  former,  and  it 
appears  to  have  been  occupied  by  Ingwar,  a  Danish  chief,  in  the 
year  870,when  King  Edmund  was  assailed  in  his  palace  at  Hoxoe, 
and  killed  by  his  enemies.    The  Danes  took  possession  of  the 
country,  wintered  at  Thetfbrd,  and  usurped  the  monarchy  of  Eaat 
Anglia  *•    The  reign  of  Alfred  was  distinguished  by  his  repeated 
and  decbive  victories  orer  tliose  northern  marauders ;  and  one 
grand  object  of  tlmt  monarch's  care  was  to  fortify  the  principal 
parts  of  his  kingdom  against  hostile  attacks;  castles  and  dtiei^ 
which  bad  been  destroyed  or  delapidated,  he  rebuilt,  and  coo* 
structed  several  new  and  substantial  fortifications,  which  enabled 
bim  to  make  such  military  dispositions,  as  the  impetuouslnvadett 
were  never  able  efStctually  to  counteract.    At  that  time,  finding 
the  walls  or  ramparts  of  Norwich  castle  incompetent  for  repelling 
the  mude  of  att:>ck,  adopted  by  the  Danes,  he  caused  others  to 
lie  erected  with  the  most  durable  materials,  whereby  be  greatly 
improved  its  fortifications  f.    That  it  was  a  milita*iy  slalion  of 
note,  and  a  royal  castle  in  his  time,  is  evident  from  the  coin  struck 
here,  about  the  year  87'i,  and  already  noticed.     Of  its  having 
been,  on  the  peace  concludetl  between  this  monarch  and   the 
Danes,  in  possession  of  the  Danish  leader,  Godrum  or  Guthrura, 
previous  notice  has  been  taken ;  and  of  its  reverting  again  to  the 
Saxons  Jiiring  the  reigus  of  six  successive  sovereigns.     Bnt  in  the 
reign  of  EilicUIivd,  tiie  caslle  is  described  to  have  been  utterly 
destroyed  by  the  army  under  Sweyne,  King  of  Denmaik,  in  the 

year 

•  Turner's  Histor}-  of  tlie  An^lo-Saxons,  Vol.  I.  p.  U38, 
t  Blomefjcid's  Essay,  Vol.  III.  p.  d. 
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rear  lOOk    Ttw  monarcli  was  nflerwards  deftriilecl  by  Uie  Saxou 
Eax],  UirkefUe,  nnd  obliged  to  fly  to  Denmark.    In  lOlOtbe  Danes 
agatn  retunicij,  and  settled  at  Nonvicb,  wlucb  they  foitified.     The 
,  cattle  appears  lo  have  been  lebuiU  by  dmufe,  on  hU  accession  to  t])e 
iHAhrone  of  Cnglanf),  about  the  yt^t  lOlS,  at  which  time  its  custody 
^■mm  entrusted  to  Tnrkil.     The  f^ovcrament  was  aflcrward^  be- 
^Bpiicd  oil  Harold,  who  succeeding  to  the  EoglLsb  ihrone>  con- 
ferred  this  castle  on  a  Saxon  thane,  named  Leofrtc.    Soon  after 
\m  Noroiau  Conquest,  King  Willfam  appomterl  Ralph  de  Walier 
tlie  Earldom  of  N<irfoik,  and  gave  him  this  ca&tic  fur  his  resi* 
rnoe.    This  noblenitUi  joined  iii  rebellion  witJi  Wailheof,  the 
rerfid  Earl  of  Norlhnmberland ;  but  having  been  defeated)  be  re- 
^.tXcA  to  his  castle  of  Norwich,  which  being  invested  by  the  roy&l 
iniiir»  he  withdrew  to  Normandy;  leaving  to  his  counters  the 
rbarge  and  defence  of  the  fortress.     The  ^arrison,  chiefly  con- 
ling  of  Annorican  Britons,  made  an  obstinate  re^&tance,  not 
ildiag  lo  the  besiegers  till  coinpeUcd  by  the  imperious  necessity 
»f  famine;    and   then  it   obtained  an   honourable  cupitulalion. 
^Tbe  troops  were  allowed  tu  depnrt  the  kingdom,  as  {icrsons  ab* 
^ured   »ud   banished;  on  ithich  the  countess  and  her  adhereuti 
Ijoined  her  husbuud,  who  had  been  protected  from  the  conqueror's 
rcngeance.  in  the  castle  of  Dol,  or  Dolence  iu  Norniaudy,  by  the 
poweiful  assistance  of  Philip,  kin|v  of  Fmuce.     On  this  occasion 
Lanfranc*  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  thus  congratulated  the  Eng« 
niooarcb.     "  Your  realm  is  cleared  from  the  infections  of 
the  Bretons,  (Armoricans,)  tlie  castle  of  Norwicli  yielded  with  the 
Tritons  therein,  aud  their  lands  in  England;  their  lives  and  limbs 
tug  jE^raiited  them*  on  condition,  that  they  quit  the  kingdom 
rtlhin  forty  days,  and  return  no  more  without  your  licence*.** 

Ttie  i^rldoni  aud  caittle  thus  confiscated,  reverted  to  the  crown, 
vad  the  king.  A,  D.  J 07 7.  conferred  them  on  Roger  Bigod,  ano- 
flier  of  his  Sorroan  followers.     After  he  was  possessed  of  this 

H  4  important 


•  Camden'*  Britamuaj  VuJ,  IT.  p.  9J,  Edit.  ITS?. 
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important  fortren,  being  in  the  interest  of  Robert  Curthose,  Duke 
of  Normandy,  he  retained  it  against  William  Rufu^.  Peace  beii^ 
signed  between  the  two  royal  brotiiors,  Earl  Bigod  was  guaranteed, 
by  a  prior  stipulation,  in  his  lantied  possessions,  and  liie  goven- 
ment  of  the  castle.  In  the  reign  of  Stephen  it  was  seized  by  the 
crown,  but  again  conferred  upon  the  family  of  Bigod. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  it  is  stated  by  some  writefSi 
that  Roger  Bigod,  who  then  possessed  this  fortress,  rebuilt,  *^ 
materially  altered  the  castle,  and  that  the  present  keep-tower  * 
part  of  the  work  then  erected.     The  same  authors  observe,  tb^ 
the  castle  was  now  rendered  impregnable,  but  this  is  evidently  ^ 
niistatement,  for  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  Hugh  Bigod  was  e^' 
pelled,  and  William  Marshall,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  with  John  Fit^ 
Herbert  associated  in  the  shrievalty  of  Norfolk  and  Sufiblk,  af^ 
were  appointed  by  patent.coustables  of  Ihc  castles  of  Norwich  w^^ 
Orford.   Of  these  fortresses,  Hubert  de  Burgh,  afterwards  Earl  t^* 
Kent,  was  made  governor.     In  the  year  1240,  the  custody  w»^ 
committed  to  Ilamon  Passeiow,  to  hold  during  the  king's  pleasure''^ 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  Lewis  of  France  sent  troops  intc^ 
England  to  assist  the  Barons,  when  Norwich  castle  was  besieged 
and  forced  to  capitulate.    Tliomas  de  Brotherton,  second  son  o^ 
Edward  the  First,  ubtuiucd  the  honour  and  custody  of  it  from  th^ 
Bigods.     In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Second,  the  honour  con-* 
sistcd  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  kniglits's  fees ;    i.  e.  equal  tor 
eighty-tive  thousand  acres  of  land  *. 

The  power  of  the  earls  appears  soon  after  this  to  have  been 
abridged,  for  the  sheriti*  of  tlie  county  was  authorised  by  the 
king  to  use  the  castle  fur  a  prison,  to  keep  persons  charged  witli 
crimes  in  biife  custody,  till  the  itinerant  justices  should  hold  their 
courts  of  Oyer  and  TerHiiiier,  and  general  gaol  delivery.  This 
authorily  of  the  sheri^s  was  repeatedly  resisted  by  the  earls,  whicii 
ofcasioned  an  act  to  be  passed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  Edwartl 

tlie 

*  Mado\'&  Barouia  An^lia. 
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iJie  TliinJ,  empowering  the  former  lo  Imve  Ihe  privilege  of  the  same 
gaols,  and  prisons,  as  tkcy  formerly  used.  Yel  inibsequently  to 
this,  for  tbe  purpose  of  defence,  a  governor  of  Hie  castle  con- 
tinued to  be  noniinaled  by  the  erown.  In  1356,  Uoger  Clark 
was  comlable.  The  office,  though  not  entirely  uboUsbcd,  yet  was 
grtiduady  curlaile<I  of  its  privilegcij  by  repeated  grants  to  the  cor- 
pordiiof)^  and  of  its  fees  by  reiterated  alienalions.  Though  it 
docs  nnl  ap))ear»  tliat  the  custody  nas  ever  given  to  the  body  cor- 
porate*. From  tbi$  period  its  history  merges  Into  that  of  Uie 
eity. 

Op  tub  Architectube,  ancient  and  present  Statr 

Of  tub  Castle.— Some  antiquaries  contend  tiial  the  chief  part 

of  the  present  fiibric  was  constrncled  by  King  Canute;  and  Mr. 

U'jiktits   reiiuirks,  that  "  Although    the  building  is   of  Danish 

Mnanship,  it  i«,  notwithstanding,  in  the  lastc  of  archileclure 

tcUsed  by  the  Saxons,  long  before  England  became  subject  lo 

tbe  I>aiies ;  and  is  the  best  exterior  of  this  kind  of  architecture 

^xt:int  t."     Blonielield  conceives  that  the  present  structure  was 

erected  by  Roger  Bigod,  in  the  time  of  William  Rufus ;  and  thai 

ik   occupies  the  site  of  a  brick  building,  which  was  raised  by 

Canute.     He  also  lltinks  it  \va»  considerably  repaired  and  l>eauti- 

ic<l  Ity  Thomas  de  Brotherlon,  in  the  lime  of  Edward  the  Second. 

Clurdoit,  in  bis  Essay  towards  a  History^  &c»  of  this  Castle^  con* 

tcuds  for  its  Danish  origin  ;  and  says,  that  Canute  bore  for  coat  of 

armour 


•  Tbe  former  w  evident  by  tic  tenor  of  various  ctmrtcrs,  and  the  latter 
a  Icxtttr  of  John  Paston  to  his  mother,  dated  uU)  of  October,  1 170, 
^hc  10th  of  Edward  tlic  Foartli.  *'  For  my  mastyr,  the  Erie  of  Osc^uforth, 
liyileth  me  axe  &  havf .  I  trow  my  brodyr^  Sir  John,  shall  have  tiic  oor^ta- 
l]^l«liip  <if  Nr»rwjche  dwlyll  w*  A'X"  o/JT*^,  for  all  the  lardy*  be  agrvyd 
-to  it,*  Fenn's  Letters,  Vol.  TI.  i».  5tf.  Compare  the  possessions  here 
sumtioned,  with  those  anocxed  to  it,  at  the  time  it  was  surrendered  to 
JJtinig  Edw«rd»  by  Hugh  Btgod. 

*  •*  EsfAy  towards  a  Htttoiy  of  VcDla  tcenorom,  and  Norwicb  Castle.*— 
Jknhutttugia,  Vol.  XII.  p.  143, 6ic, 


a^ 
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annonr  "  lions  passDt  gnanbol  ;*  ind  Ibtt  the  bapoA  ito^ 
of  the  great  portal  in  the  castcm  front,  have  two  liooB  carved  ^ 
tbcm  in  basso-relievo.     From  the  ame  circiimstaiice,  CanKJ^^ 
aicribes  the  building  to  Bigod  *. 

Mr.  Kbg,  while  be  contends  for  the  arcbitectore  being  Sai<^^' 
aappose^tlie  tower  to  have  been  boilt  in  the  time  of  Cteot^^ 
**  As  to  the  keep,  or  master  tower,  the  only  considerate  pa^^ 
now  standing,  the  st^le  of  its  architecture  is,  in  many  respects,  a«^^ 
different  from  that  of  the  towers  erected  in  the  reigns  of 
Rufus  and  Henry  the  First  and  Second,  and  the  ommneDts 
so  difTcrcut  from  those  which  were  in  use  in  tiie  rngn  of 
tlie  Second,   when   pointed  arches  had  been  long  introdiioed^ 
and  were  esteemed  the  most  elegant  of  any,  that  I  camiot  bnK> 
thmk  the  builduig  of  much  greater  antiquity  (i.  e.  than  the  tin^ 
of  Bigod  and  Brolktrtom),  and  completely  Saxon,  tbougk  it  i^ 
possible  the  staircase  might  be  repaved,  or  even  rebsilt,  by  ITm^-^ 
mas  de  Brolhertoii,  whose  arms  are  to  be  seen  on  part  ef  th^- 
wall.    In  short,  as  to  the  main  body  of  the  builduig»  I  take  i^ 
to  l>c  the  very  toiver  whicli  was  erected  about  the  time  of  Kmg^ 
Canute,  wlio,  though  himself  a  Dane,  yet  undoubtedly  made  os^ 
of  many  Saxon  architects,  as  the  greater  part  of  his  subjects 
were  Saxon.    And  I  am  the  more  induced  to  form  this  condu-' 
sion,  because  I  can  find  no  authrntic  account  whatever  of  th^ 
destruction  of  tlie  castle  built  in  Canute's  time,  either  by  war  ok* 

*  Mr.  Ciurdon,  in  page  oG  of  his  Essay,  "  qnitc  mistakes  the  lions,  bjr' 
fixing  Uiem  either  to  Canute  or   Bii;od,  they  being  plainly  the  anna  o^^ 
Thomas  de  Brothcrton."    BhmefidiTs  Exsat/j  \o\.  III.  p.  76. 

Thus>Vtritcrs  and  antiquaries  freqiientlv  ditfcr  in  o]>inion,  and  contenS 
about  a  trifling  point,  whicli,  after  all.  can  prove  nothing  rcj;pectiiig  tb» 
age  of  a  building,  'flic  pre>eiit  dispute  seems  quite  nugatory- ;  for  it  ha*. 
always  been  customary  to  affix  armorial  l>earin';s  on  Uiields,  and  not. 
divide  and  scatter  the  charges.  Bc>ides,  in  many  specimens  of  ainiilar 
architecture,  we  find  the  <'apit.il'«,  iiiipo>t«i,  and  archivolt  mouldingii^ 
ornamented  with  sculptured  head.s  of  lioiL^,  hird^,  and  various  monstrous, 
animals.  They  were  most  probably  the  prevailing  decorations  of  the  age, 
and  not  the  armoriul  iuvignia  of  particular  ]>ersons. 
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liy  ^cctdcot,  or  of  its  being  taken  down,  lo  order  to  erect  Ihc 
pmetil  structure,  as  is  supposed  by  some**" 

The  promontory  on  which  the  keep  is  built,  appears  to  be 
A  natural  elevatioa,  excepting  some  little  addition,  which  muy  have 
been  made  by  art,  by  tbroviing;  out  ibe  eirth  from  the  inner 

»foss;  for  it  is  phnnly  observable,  that  the  ground  from  the 
castle,  B  mile  soulhwards,  is  nearly  on  a  level  willi  the  upper 
ballium,  although  it  declines  to  the  west,  and  is  rapidly  dccli- 
totis  towanis  llic  river,  on  the  east.  This  circumstance  M'as 
an  additional  reason  to  induce  Mr.  King  to  view  it  as  a  Saxon 
fpodk*  For  he  observes,  that  a  **  lof^y  artificial  mount,  with  a 
rotrod  keep  at  the  top,  covering  nearly  Ihe  whole  surface,  are  the 
clMd^fcteri»tic  marks  of  Norman  casllcs ;  whereas,  such  prior  Saxcn 
caftlM»  as  were  built  like  that  of  iWiwcA,  on  great  mounts,  or 
aneieut  barrows  of  still  earlier  date,  cover  but  a  small  part  of 
•lie  respective  hills  on  which  they  stand " — The  area  of  Ibe 
«]icieot  ca^itle,   includtng  its  outer  works,  contained  about  twenty* 

Eliree  acres,  the  whole  of  which  was  surrounded  by  a  wall.     This 
pace   comprehended  three  balliaf   each  defended   by  a  lofly 
alliiin  and  deep  foss.    The  principal  entrance  was  by  Bar,  now 
Uere-Slreet,  through  Golden- Lune,  by  Ihe  Barbican  Gate,  wbich 
Ifanked  by  two  towers,  and  connected  with  the  external 
by  a  wall.    On  the  eastern  side,  towanis  the  river,  was  a 
koslent  which  led  to  a  circular  advanced  redoubt,  where  the 
irer  forms  a  doubfcj  or  horse-shoe  bend.     On  Ihc  inside  verge  of 
outer  vallum  was  a  strong  wall,  the  space  included  between 
rliich  and  tbe  middle  foss  constituted  the  first  ballium,  Ttic  second 
llkim  comprized  the  space  bctu^eeti  the  njiddlc  and  inner  foss, 
was  defended  by  a  siuiilar  wall.     The  upper  ballium,  as  It 
'mn»  termed,   because  it^  altitude  fdr  exceeded  the  other  two,  cir- 
rumscribed  the  citadel.    Tlve  walls,  aceorditig  lo  Grose,  "  were 
roDimonly  flanked  uitli   towers,  and  had  a  para)ict  embattled, 
iteuelkled,    or  garretted:    for  the  niouuting  of  it  there  wvre 

flights 


Ol>«enmtioiis  an  Aocieiit  C^tle*.    Archacologia,  Vot  IV,  p*  196,  ^*c. 
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flights  of  steps  at  convenient  distances,  and  the  [>arapet  oftep 
Jiad  the  merlons  pierced  with  long  chinks,  endbg  in  round  boles, 
called  oeilets." 

The  Walls  of  the  city,  built  in  the  vear  1294-,  were  tlim 
formed ;  but  it  does  not  follow,  tliat  those  of  the  castle,  erected 
at  a  more  remote  period,  were  so  constructed.    Ttiey  have  long 
been  doAvn;  the  outer  and  iuncr  valla  levelled,  and  the  fossa 
filled  up  for  building,  and  other  purposes.    Yet  parla  of  these 
may  be  so  far  traced  as  to  furnish  some  idea  of  their  sixe  and 
bearing.     *'  The  extent  of  the  outermost  ditch  reached,  on  the 
west  part,  to  the  edge  of  llic  present  market-place;   on  the 
north,  to  London-Lane,   which  it  uiduded ;  and  on  the  east^ 
almost  to  Conisford-Strcct.    The  postern,  or  back  entrance,  W8» 
on  the  north-east  part,  for  a  communication  to  the  site  of  the 
Earl's  Palace,  tlie  precinct  of  which  adjoined,  and  contained  the 
whole  space  between  the  outward  ditch  and  Tomblands.     The 
southern  part  reached  to  the  Golden-ball  Lane,  where  the  grand 
gale  stood  *." 

According  to  Mr.  Wilkins's  plan,  the  entrance  into  the  Bar- 
bican, was  at  the  south  end  of  Golden-ball  I^ne,  and  not  at  tlie 
nortb,  as  stated  by  Blomcfield.  Over  each  foss,  in  this  direc- 
tion, was  a  Bridge;  but  only  one  of  them  remains.  This  ex- 
tends across  the  inner  ditch  ;  and,  by  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wilkins, 
is  formed  of  "  the  largest  and  most  perfect  arch  of  Saxon  work- 
manship in  the  kingdom  f/'  At  the  inner  extremity  of  it  are 
the  foundations  of  two  circular  towers  of  fourteen  feet  in  diame- 
ter, one  of  which  was  appropriated  to  condemned  criminals  till 
the  year  1793,  when  the  new  buildings  were  erected.  This 
bridge  b  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  extent,  and  rises 

from 
•  Blomcfield's  Essay,  Vol.  IV.  p.  12-1. 

t  This  arch  is  nearly  semicircular,  is  10  feet  in  span,  and  about  20  feet  in 
height.  The  Kofiit  bciDg  constracted  chiefly  of  bricks,  has  induced  some 
antiqaaries  to  suppose  tbat  it  was  built  by  the  Romans  ;  hut  this  is  not  a 
satisfactory  proof.  Mr.  Essex  contends,  that  the  Saxons,  as  well  as  Romans, 
used  brick  in  then*  new  buildings.    See  Archacologia,  Vol.  IV. 
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from  th«  inner  to  tlie  upper  balllum  sixteen  feef.     It  has  been 

much  allcrtd   ai  difierent   Ihncs,  and  is  at  present  faced  with 

iijuared  Hint, 

Near  the  soulb-west  angle  of  the  hiner  ballmin,  is  the  square 

4owcr ;    llic    arill(|uity    and    arclilleclure    of    which    have 

rckfi  a  vcrv  fertile  Hume  for  disputulioii.     "  Its  extent  from 

I  east  to  wcU,  including  a  ?niaU  tower,  thron^h  which  was  llie  prin- 
cipal entrance,  Is  110  feet  3  inches;  and  from  north  to  soutlt, 
f}'2  feet  10  mches,  and  liie  height  to  the  lop  of  Ihc  merlons  of 
tjjc   biitlicnients,  G^  f*;et  6  inches :  the  iielght  of  the  basement 
Hoiy  b  about  24  feet«  the  outside  of  which  is  faced  with  rough 
Biol,  luid   has  no  externat  ornament  except  two  aicties  on  the 
iv«sl»i<ie*."  From  the  basement  story  upwards  the  whole  building 
donsbt^  of  three  stones,  each  strengthened  by  small  projecting 
^■bottrcssef,  between  which  the  walls  are  ornamented  with  seinicir- 
^^:ular  arclies,  resting  upon  small  three-quarter  columns.    The  backs 
-of  some  of  these  arcades  are  ilecorated  with  a  kind  of  reticulated 
rork,  foruifd  by  the  stones  being  laid  diagonally;  so  that  Ui« 
»tiU  resemble  the  meshes  of  a  net.    To  give  it  a  greater  rich- 
of  effect,  each  stone  had  two  deeply-cliased  lines  crossing 
other  parallel  with  the  joints,  so  as  to  exhibit  a  mosaic  a)>- 
traitce«     On  the  cast  side  of  the  keep  is  a  projecling  tower  of 
richer  kind  of  architecture,  called  Bigod's  lower ;  imd  as  it 
efidently  of  the  Norman  style,  was  probably  an  afldjtion  to 
onginul  bnildiofj,  made  by  Roger  Bi^jod  in  the  time  of  Wil- 
Kufus.     **  It  is  decidedly  of  the  taste  in  general  use  subsc- 
to  the  Conquest,  and  continued  through  greater  part  of  King 
uin s  reign  ;  and  it  was  most  probably  repaired  and  finished 
in  its  present  style  by  Hu^h  Brgod,  who  succeeded  his  brother 
AViUiam  in  the  const  able  sliip  of  tiie  castle  early  in  the  twelfth 

century/* 


•  Tbeic  arches,  Mr.  King  snpposes,  were  intended  to  deceive  tljc  enemy, 
liy  fiviiip,  extrmally,  an  idea  of  wcakneu  in  the  strongest  part.  For  tlie 
^nli  tierr:  is  not  ojily  tUirtocii  led  tliick,  but  voii  in  this  place  in!enmllr 
bAmradoed  witli  Ium  ohltiiuc  wallsj  me«tin»  in  an  angle.  Archnctlogia, 
Vol.  IV.  p.  MVJ- 
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centurjf  \**  Tbis  tower,  wbicb  is  now  enclosed,  formed  an  open 
portico,  or  vestibule,  to  tlie  grand  entrance  into  tlie  keep.  It 
consisted  of  two  stories,  having  one  window  on  the  north  8ide» 
and  three  on  the  east,  which  commanded  an  extensive  view  down 
the  river. 

The  interior  of  the  keep  is  now  an  unroofed  area,  but  was 
formerly  divided  by  floors^  covered  in  at  top,  and  separated  kilo 
several  spacious  apartments  f.  The  basement  floor  appears  to 
have  been  vaulted  over  with  stone,  some  vestiges  of  which  are 
ftill  to  be  traced.  It  b  conjectured,  that  the  Well  was  situated 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  keep.  Within  this  fortress  there  was 
formerly  a  royal  chapel,  exempt  from  all  episcopal  jurisdiction. 

In  the  year  1793,  the  gentlemen  of  Norfolk  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  erect  a  new  gaol  for  the  county,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
build  it  on  the  castle  hill  and  attach  it  to  the  eastern  side  of 
the  old  edifice.  Mr.  Soane,  the  architect,  was  offidally  en- 
gaged, and  the  building  has  been  completed  from  his  designs; 
but  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  it  rather  disfigures  than  adorns  its 
situation.  Mr.  Wilkins  remarks,  that  all  former  reparations  of 
the  old  structure  were  made  to  correspond  with  its  style  and 
character ;  but  that  the  present  addition  is  a  most  heterogeneous 
and  discordant  mass.  "  This  venerable  pile  of  antiquity  has 
been  the  seat,  and  castle  of  defence,  to  British,  Saxon,  and 
Norman  kings,  and  powerful  baron  >:hiefVains;  it  has  been  the 
boast  and  pride  of  tlie  province,  for  ages  past ;  it  was  not  less 
the  admirataiou  of  the  stranger,  than  the  antiquary,  and  this 
admirable  fabric  was  also  one  of  the  few  remaining  modeb  of 
Antooia,  at  Jerusalem ;  yet,  by  a  recent  change,  it  is  now  be- 
reaved of  its  ancient  beauty,  under  pretence  of  giving  more  in- 
ternal convenience  for  the  accommodation  of  its  miserable  tenants; 
but  surely,  whatever  additions  were  necessary,  might  have  pre- 
served, 

*  Wilkius's  Essay,  Ardiaeologia,  Vol.  XII.  p.  ICS. 

t  A  perspective  view  of  the  castle,  shewing  Uic  south  and  west  sides,  ac- 
companies tbis  accoaot. 
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senretl,   extcniaU;^,    Uie  same  cbaracter  attd   apparpnt  date  of 

archittsclure  witb  the  mutilated  parts  of  this  stately  pile.     The 

tntenor  lui$  t>eeii  gutted  a1so»  and  equally  as  ilKiuatiaged ;  small 

eourls  sarroiiuded  by  lofty  buildiog«»,  whxdi  almost,  1  may  say, 

totally  exclude  every  chearing  ray  of  the  fuii  from  iti  wrctchcil 

iutiabitanls.     Tlie  felon,  the  prisoner   imtricti,  the  debtor,  and 

the  gaoler,  lite  gtiiUy  and  the  iuiioccnt,  share  in  the  calamity. 

Periisps  no  place  on  earth  aocordi  belter  witli  Mil  ton's  descrip- 
•  .*► 


*  DimgT'on,  horrible  od  all  sides  rounilt 
Ko  MzhX,  bnt  railier  darkaesi  vUihle 
8ervrtl  only  to  dttcover  nightn  of  •^oe. 
ItefiiMu  of  f>orrow  !  doleful  stiadc«  \  where  pence 
And  nut  c«Ji  never  dweiL"  Par,  Loti,  B.  L 

The  CaJtth  Prednri  contains  six  acres,  one  rood,  and  thirteen 
fterclies,  and  the  summit  of  flu:  bill  U,  in  circumference,  three 
bundled  and  sixty  yards,  Tlic  wliole  of  the  latter  is  indosed 
wtlh  troD  palisadoes^  at>d  iron  gates.  '*  Under  an  Act  of  Parlta^ 
inrnt,  passed  in  1806,  tJic  castle  and  its  liniils  are  vested  in  Ibc 
justices  of  the  jwrace  for  the  county,  in  trust ;  by  which  they  are 
•empowered  to  build,  repair,  or  alter  auy  part  belonging  to  it,  as 
tbey  may  think  proper  f." 

Civil 


*  Wtlkifis's  Fja^yt  Ardiaeokigia,  Vol.  XTI.  p.  j55.  It  ii  evident,  front 
fccordi,  (Te^ta  do  Ncvil,  &c*)  tjiat  tlits  castle  wa$  used  an  a  prison  so  far 
back  a«  the  mgn  of  Heorv  the  Fin»t,  yet  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  it 
ir4ft  not  wldy  devoted  to  tlmt  purpose,  iror  wai  it  merely  used  aa  a  plaee 
«f  confinement  for  criminal?,  dtirin^i:  tlie  darksonnc  a^e  of  feudal  limGS, 
wlieiijuitice  was  too  oftcti  tlic  arbitrary  will  of  the  monarch,  and  llie  exc- 
eption of  it  Icfl  to  the  discretion  of  liiji  f  ribntary  barous.  From  a  variety 
nf  ctmiinstances  it  appears,  that  the  duuf  eoiu;  of  cavtles  in  generaL  were 
uvit  nt*  plarf^  of  coo£uiP.ment  only  in  time  of  warfare^  atul  it  wa«  illegal  to 
appropriate  them  for  coercive  acts  in  time  of  peace. 


t  Norfolk  Tocr,  €tU  edit.  p.  108. 
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Civil  History  of  the  Town  and  City;  its  Progress, 
Charters,  Liberties,  Wards,  Parishes,  Politicau 
History,  Population,  &c. 

The  toiTD  of  Nar-ttic  probably  soon  succeeded  tbe  building  and 
eslablishmeDt  of  Uie  castle,  and  was  originally  occupied  by  tlie 
Romanized  Britons  from  Venla-Icenoruin,  aud  the  Sasoiis,  itho 
came  first  to  assist,  and  afterwards  to  subdue,  thcni.  During  the 
Danish  incursions,  it  u  said  to  have  been  burnt  by  Sweyiie,  who 
sailed  with  hu  fleet  up  the  Wensum.  According  to  some  writers,  it 
was  chiefly  occupied,  at  this  time,  by  merchants  and  fishermen; 
but  if  so,  considerable  alterations  must  have  taken  place,  in  tbe 
course  and  extent  of  the  river ;  for  it  must  appear  strange  that 
such  persons  would  form  a  settlement  at  a  place  between  20  and 
30  miles  from  the  sea.  It  is  evident,  indeed,  that  very  material 
alterations  have  been  effected  iu  the  tide  ri\'ers  on  the  English 
coast,  since  the  Romans  left  the  country :  aud  these  clianges  liave 
occasioned  much  embarrassment  to  topographers,  and  produced 
apparent  contradictions  iu  their  writings. 

From  ancient  nianuscri|)ts  it  ap]>cars,  that  a  large  arm  of  the 
sea  flowed  u])  to  Norwich,  till  the  time  of  King  William  the 
First ;  for  at  lliut  period,  the  river,  on  which  Yamioutli  stands, 
was,  by  saiuls,  divided  into  two  large  channels,  aud  one  of  these 
being  aAcrwards  choakcd  by  a  similar  cause,  the  waters  were  ob- 
vtructcd  from  flowing  regularly  over  the  marshes  below  Norwich, 
as  they  previously  had  done.  The  sea,  thus  impeded,  and  the 
lower  part  of  tlic  bed  of  the  river  becoming  firm  ground,  occa- 
sioned the  building  of  Yarmouth.  There  exists  positive  evidence 
of  Norwich  being  a  fishing  town  in  the  reign  of  Canute;  for 
Alfric,  Bishop  of  Easl-Angiia  at  that  time,  having  bestowed  his 
//tf^^A  by  Norwich,  (the  ground  on  which  the  church  of  St. 
Lawrence  afterwards  stood,)  on  the  abbey  of  St.  Edmunds-Bury, 
it  \n\\d  an  annua!  ground-rent  to  that  monastery  of  a  last  of 

herring^. 
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herrings  *.  If  the  town  was  rebuilt  by  Canote  the  yotmger,  in  the 
yemr  1018,  it  tnust  have  had  a  rapid  increase,  for  in  the  time  of 
tke  Confessor  it  appears  to  have  had  twenty-five  churches,  and 
13^  burgesses,  of  whom  one  was  so  much  the  king's  vassal,  that 
be  was  not  permitted  to  depart,  nor  do  homage  to  any  other.  At 
this  time,  the  property,  exclusive  of  the  Newburgh,  was  divided 
faur  proprietors.  Of  the  part,  in  whicli  dwelt  1238 
I,  the  King  and  the  Earl  of  Norfolk  had  sac  and  aoc ; 
fifty  were  amenable  to  tlie  court  of  Stigand ;  and,  of  thirty-two, 
Huold  had  the  soe,  sac,  and  patronage.  Hence,  at  that  period, 
the  town  appears  to  Intve  exceeded,  in  the  number  of  burgesses^ 
citber  Lincoln,  Ipswich,  Cambridge,  or  Canterbory.  It  was 
tiien  deemed  a  hundred  of  itself,  containing  eight  hundred  and 
thirty'-tfaree  acres  of  land  and  meadow,  having  also  a  sheep-walk 
Uritbio  Its  jurisdiction :  so  that  it  must  have  extended  nearly  a 
mile  beyond  the  limits  marked  out  by  the  present  foundations  of 
lis  walls.  During  the  peaceable  reign  of  Edward,  and  that  of 
his  successor  Harold,  it  continued  rapidly  to  mcrease,  both  in 
wealth  and  population;  but  in  the  year  1075,  by  the  siege  it 
endnred  in  the  rebellion  of  Ralph  de  Waher,  it  sufiered  prodi* 
gioQsly,  and  experienced  a  serious  decrease.  Many  of  the 
cilisens,  who  had  espoused  the  earl's  cause,  fled;  others  were 
banished  by  the  King's  General,  Walcram,  as  aiders  and  abettors  ; 
and  some  were  forced  to  quit  the  place  from  circumstantial 
necessity;  it  having  been  partially  burnt  during  the  siege,  by 
which  they  were  deprived  of  the  means  of  residence.  Between 
the  years  1083  and  1086,  in  which  the  general  survey  of  the 
whole  kingdom,  contained  in  Domesday-book,  was  made,  it 
appears  tliat  numerous  houses  were  vacant,  though  the  number 
of  churches  had  increased ;  there  being,  by  the  first  part  of  the 
survey,  twenty-live,  and,  by  the  second  part,  fifty-four  t-  Tlie 
Vol.  XI.    Feb.  I8O9.  I  number 

*  Bloraefield'it  Essay,  &c.  Vol.  Ul.  p.  2. 

t  **  The  snrvey  waa  twofold,  viz.  first,  what  was  tempore  regit  Edwardi^ 
that  18  in  tlie  tiine  of  Kiuj;  Eduwd  the  Cojtfessur,  either  dit  quo  vhut,  H 
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Dumber  of  burgesses^  at  ibis  time,  began  again  to  increase,  and 
the  bouses  lunounted  to  fOS ;  which,  allowing  six  persons  for 
each  bonse,  makes  the  number  of  inhabitants,  at  that  time, 
442&.  Though  Norwich  then  contained  thb  comparatiTcljf 
small  population,  yet  it  was  in  siae  second  only  to  York,  ex* 
eluding  the  metropolis^  as  appears  by  the  following  estimate 
of  the  most  considerable  places  in  the  kingdom.  York  contained 
1118  families,  Norwich  738,  Ipswich  53^8,  Exeter  315,  Canter- 
bury 2^2,  Hertford  14£,  Warwick  113,  Southampton  84,  Bath 
6*4,  and  Northampton  6o.  Enjoying  an  interval  of  doroestic 
peace  in  the  reign  of  WilHam  Rufus,  and  the  Bishop's  See  being 
removed  here  from  Thelford^  a  considerable  addition  was  made 
to  its  population  by  the  vast  influx  of  Jews,  who,  about  that  tune, 
came  6ver  from  Normandy.  They  bad  first  been  allowed  to 
settle  in  England  by  the  Conqueror,  as  chapmen  for  the  confis- 
cated goods  of  his  subjects;  and,  encouraged  by  his  son  and 
successor,  their  numbers  were  greatly  increased  *.  In  the  reigtt 
ef  Henry  the  First,  tlie  government  of  the  city  was  separated 
from  the  castle  jurisdiction.  And,  in  the  following  reign  of 
Stephen,  Baker,  in  his  Chronicle,  says,  **  the  King  gave  licence 
to  the  city  of  Norwich  to  have  coroners  and  bailiffs,  before  which 
time  they  had  only  a  serjeaut  for  the  king,  to  keep  courts.*' 
This  was  considered  the  duwn  of  the  corporation ;  and,  in  the 
time  of  Richard  tiie  Firsf,  A.  D.  11  ()3,  'the  inhabitants  of  Nor- 
wich were  reco<^uis€d  under  the  title  of  citizens.  In  consequence 
of  a  repre&entution  ho\w  much  tlie  pkice  had  suffered,  m  the  re- 
bellion 

ntortuus/Lcit :  that  19 ,  either  at  hu  ^catti,  or  at  the  taking  a  like  survey 
while  he  was  alive,  aud  that  most  be  between  1041?,  when  he  began  his 
reign,  and  1066,  when  he  died  ;  or,  secondly,  what  was  nunc,  now,  that 
is,  m  1086,  the  year  tlib  survey  was  made  ;  and  sometimes  it  adds,  semptTf 
that  is,  in  ttie  Confessor's  time,  ayid  even  since  to  the  present  surve>'«''>-» 
Bloracfield's  Essay,  ^c.  Vol.  III.  p.  15. 

*  So  partial  was  that  monarch  reported  to  be  to  thesic  fugitives,  that  he 
is  said  to  have  swoin  Oy  St,  Luke's  fucr,  his  usual  oath,  "  If  the  Jews  should 
ov«rcomt  the  Christians,  he  hinuclf  woiUd  become  one  of  their  sect." 
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bellion  o(  llie  t>arot)s  agahist  Kifig  Jolm,  and  at  oUi^r  timei,  the 
oitizctis  oinained  leuve  to  surrouad  the  city  wHh  a  ^Fff^/,  and  to 
erect  gjctes  sod  bulwarks  for  its  defence.  These  were  begtin  ia 
the  year  1^1,  and  finished  in  1320;  but  they  were  not  cotn- 
pietel^  6tted  up  and  furttfied  till  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Thirds 
A.D.  134'^.  At  that  time,  Richard  Sptftik,  a  wealthy  citizen, 
erected  additional  waltv,  and  li>uer3with  portculli^s  to  the  gatc^y 
tod  furnished  the  garrison  with  various  military  engines,  atnniih- 
pttioii*  6cc.  such  as  were  tlien  iu  use : — ^These  couaisted  mostly 
of  espnngold^  and  gogeons,  itrblasiters  aud  go^eous,  with  grapplei. 

At  t(ii5  tune  Norwicli  was  doubtless  a  populous  place,  though 
neither  theaccount  m  the  Atlas  quoted  by  Bloinefield,uorhis  own, 
appear  to  be  accurate.  The  former,  cowputiog  that  only  one  half 
died  in  the  great  plague  of  134S  and  1349,  supposes  the  popuk' 
tiaD  to  have  amounted  to  120,000.  The  latter  states  it  at 
70,000.  Both  these  accounts,  as  ap}>lied  to  the  city,  at  any  pe- 
riod^ must  appear  incredible*  from  tlie  extent  of  the  waits ;  but, 
if  extended  to  the  county,  either  might  not  be  far  distant  from 
tnitl]»  supposing  the  one  account  to  have  referred  to  the 
population  previous,  and  the  other  subsequent  to,  the  plague. 
Upwards  of  HAy-seven  thousand  persons  fell  in  the  county  by  its 
ravages,  and  Bishop  Batrniau  coUated  at  that  tiaie,  to  vacant 
benefices,  850  persons. 

The  year  133(J  will  ever  be  memorable  to  the  iuhabilauts  of 
Norwich,  for  the  influx  of  a  numerous  body  of  ingenious  Flemings, 
and  the  introduction  of  the  worsted  manufactures,  which  are  stilt 
denominated  Norwich-stuffs,  King  Henry  granted  a  new  charter 
to  the  city,  iu  tlie  year  1403,  by  which  Norwich,  with  its  liber- 
ties, was  for  ever  separated  from  the  county,  and  wade  a  county 
of  itsdf,  under  the  style  of  •  the  couHt^  of  the  city  of  Norwith. 
By  virtue  of  this  grant,  it  was  to  be  governed  by  a  mayor  instead 
of  baUiff^;  aud,  in  I40J,  another  charter  was  obtained  by  the 
corporation,  for  regulating  tho  mode  of  choosing  the  mayor^ 
sbeiiffiif  dec. 

I  2  Thtf 
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This  dty,  like  m«ii}^  others  in  the  kingrlofn*  >mw  wCered  ?ff»tHf, 
At  various  limes,  by  the  plague^  and  sciircil y ;  and  fiew  places  hiivc 
tti»tabed  greater  los»es  from  aetideiKal  Ures.Tlrfiieure  attribntAbfr, 
not  only  to  the  qvaiilities  of  Ittuber  ased  in  building,  but  to  the  ifii- 
prudent  practice  of  coveriiig  the  hou9e»  with  straw,  a  rusti>ni  not 
yet  entirely  disused.  Two  desolating  Fhrs^  which  happeneiJ  at 
Uie  close  of  Henry  the  ikventh  s  reign,  iodiiced  the  corporation 
to  issue  an  order,  llrat  ik>  new  erected  bntldipgs  hi  the  city  should 
be  covered  wilh  thatch  r  hot  ihie  injunction  not  extending  to 
those  previously  erected,  some  are  still  seen  to  retain  thb  unseemly 
and  dangerous  covering.  The  prosperity  of  the  place,  which  hnd 
begun  to  decline,  was  again  revived  in  \566,  by  the  settling  here 
of  Ihrec  hundred  and  thirty  Dutch  and  HaUoon^,  who  had  fled 
from  the  Netherlands,  during  the  violent  perseculion  iiodef 
the  Duke  of  Aivo.  In  1571,  the  number  had  increased  to 
5925,  and  l>y  the  invention  of  htrmlntzinrs,  and  other  valnablo 
articles  in  the  weaving  manufacture,  Iliey  contributed  much  to  the 
genera]  population  of  the  plice.  In  1574,  when  a  rumour  was 
spread  of  invasion,  by  means  of  the  boasted  InvincibU  Armada, 
Norwich,  towards  the  general  dcfrnce,  exhibited,  on  ks  muster- 
roll,  2120  able  tneu;  400  of  wboni  were  armed.  Ib  1578^ 
Queen  Eliaabcth  nKide  a  progress  tlirough  the  county,  and  took 
up  b«r  abod^,  for  several  days,  hi  this  city,  where  ^be  w»  eu- 
tertaiced  with  much  ostentatious  pageantry  of  shew,  hosptlahty, 
and  eflfusions  of  loyalty,  la  the  time  of  Cltarles  the  First,  the 
city  declared  for  the  parlianitat,  and,  during  thmt  rebellion,  it 
was  possessed  by  their  forces  tiH  Croniwell  was  declatred  Frotector 
of  the  Realm.  In  lite  year  1663,  tlie  eltarter  was  renewed  l>y 
Ckarles  the  Second,  resumed  by  James  the  Second,  or,  at  least, 
tlie  privileges  su^f^fuded :  and  restored  to  its  full  extent  again  in 
l6i^8.  By  virtue  of  this,  tlie  government  is  vested  in  a  mayor, 
recorder,  steward,  two  sherifs,  twenty-four  aldermen,  of  wlijch 
the  mayor  is  one,  and  sixty  common  councilmen;  a  town- 
clerk,  chamberlain,  sword-bearer,  and  other  oflicers*  In  ttie 
third  year  of  Queen  Mary's  reign,  A.  D.  155(i,  the  cslent  of 
gTOUud>  called  "  tk«  city  and  couaty  of  Norwich/'  was  ascer* 

taiueJ 
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ftud  eoutirmcd  ;  by  whicli  it  appears  to  I^  fourteen  mUes 
in  cfrcumf«rcnc€,  conipreiiendlng  iiearly  5,^30  acres.  The  mea« 
lurrment  front  the  GuUdimli,  la  the  marketplace,  ts^  to  Mile* 
Cf09,  0:1  tbe  nortli,  ooe  mile  and  six  furlongs ;  to  Thorpe,  east* 
ooe  mile  and  four  furbugs;  to  Harfurd-bridgcs,  south,  two  miles 
•nd  two  furlongs ;  to  Earibajii  Bouuds,  we^,  two  miles  and  four 
furlongs. 

Nofwicb  WHS  earty  represented  in  parliament :  it  received  the 
finl  summons  in  Uie  twenty-fifth  year  of  Edivard  the  First,  t(» 
send  members  to  Uie  national  council ;  but  it  is  unknown  who 
were  returned  on  tJmt  occasion  ;  the  list  of  parliamentary  bur- 
^cues  eommenciii^  the  followin^^  year.  In  1403,  the  fourth  year 
of  Henry  Che  Fourlli,  the  king's  writ  summoned  /oirr*  citizens  to 
be  retttroed  to  parliament  for  this  city;  but  so  far  was  amplitude 
#1  representation  then  from  being  considered  an  extent  of  patron* 
a§e»  that  the  cily  employed  John  de  Alford  to  obtain  the  king's 
licence  to  send  two  onttf,  as  before;    whose  services  were  rcmu- 

Itieruied  by  the  pavnient  of  three  pounds.  The  king  evidently 
Sneant  to  confer  additional  honor  upon  the  citizens  by  this  extra* 
«»rdiiuiry  privilege ;  but  burgesses  in  parliament,  at  that  period, 
liyere  allowed  wagtt  for  their  attendance,  and  the  citizens  ob* 
jected  to  litis  distinguished  mark  of  royal  favor,  upon  the  ground 
©f  additional  expt-nse  •.  The  city,  at  present,  sends  two  members, 
^ho  are  chosen  hy  the  freeholders,  and  by  certain  other  persons 
ivho  arc  free  of  the  city  by  inheritance,  servitnde,  or  purchase  : 
The  sheriffSf  for  the  lime  being,  are  the  returning  officers.  By  a 
ptifBle  statute,  passed  iti  the  year  1730,  '  for  the  better  regu- 
lating elections  in  the  city  of  Norwich,'  it  is  enacted^  '  that  the 
ri^  of  election  is  in  the  freeholders,  and  such  freemen  of  the 
city  otdy  as  are  entered  in  the  books,  and  do  not  receive  alms  or 
charity/ 

Till  within  a  few  years,  ihc  population  of  Norwich  had  been 
increasing.     From  the  year  l6<)3,  in  which  the  first  accurate  enu* 

1 3  meration 
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mentioQ  was  taken,  to  1752,  tlie  number  of  iDiiabkants  \md 
ifiereased  728S,  which  h  rather  more  than  IQSi  annualW.  From 
t1i«  jcar  1752,  to  178^.  'he  increase  was  3l*8*i»  or  ralber  above 
121  for  each  yrar.  During  tlie  «Ahol€  |>eriod,  the  addilion  to 
the  number,  tammttnibvg  anntM,  was  about  l:)!,  making  a  total 
increaje  of  1 1,170  *.  By  the  annexed  parochial  list,  the  nveni^ 
annual  au|;mentation  loay  be  easily  ascertained.  (Vutthis  increase  it 
ovtmg  pnncipany  to  9lrant:ers  resorting  to  Norwich,  as  a  nwdMifac- 
tunn<T  place ;  for,  by  comparing  two  tables  t»f  birtlis  and  dcatbt 
witliin  the  city,  ihc  one  from  the  year  1719  to  I7il  inclusive, 
and  the  other  from  17^1  to  1800,  inclusive,  the  average  number 
of  births  has  been  exceeded  by  the  number  of  deaths  f.  Tfaa 
decrease  tn  the  population,  observable  in  the  table,  ftince  1 786,  tt 
SI97.  But  it  ougtit  to  be  recollected,  that  17S6  was  a  year 
of  peace,  and  that  in  the  returns  of  ISOI,  those  lerviog  in 
tlie  army,  navy,  and  militia,  were  not  included. 
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or  THE  POpULATtpV  Of  THK  CVpT  AKO  COtfaTTY  OV  H^KWlClff 

Inllie  Y«ar»  1801,  17S6^  1755,  and  l6S3. 


PlihAhM. 


Sr.  Ertieldred 

St.  Jolwn '••' 

St,      Peter,     per  J 

JKminterigate  *  *  5 
fit,  John,  Sepulchre 
Kr.  Mirharl.atTliorn 
St.  Jobs,  Tirabcrliill 

Atl  Sunti    •• 

Sl  8  teptteii ' 

St.  Peeer,  Mancroft 

Sf.G3n 

^  Benedict 

St.  SwitHin 

St.  Mai|;ar«t  •♦...» 

St.  Lawrence 

St-OiTfory 

At.  JDlm.  Madder-  ^ 

market * 

St.  Aodrew 

St.  MicliftH,  at  Plea 
St.  Peter,  Hunpite 
St,  George,  Tomb-  ^ 

laud \ 

SL  Sinion  and  Jade 

Corned  forward 


rirt«tcMi, 


1J5 

S16 

5j» 
403 
231 
176 
541 
4Cf> 
fSV 

no 

173 

tiri 

160 

f3S 
77 

8a 

B3 


■l,«57 


171 
lit 

V97 

519 

481 
5S1 
406 
593 
911 
893 
445 
564 

ns 

375 
439 

878 

770 
183 
158 

t96 
151 


9,158 


rriMiiii« 


«07 
Ho 

/;67 

485r 

40ft 

1,300 

466 
27B 
4W) 

6n 

618 

1,088 

fl3 

454 
18f 


378 
X5a 
66y 

1»!W0 

1,144 

1,198 

888 

701 

2,150 

1,076 

8S0 

66'i 

899 

1,057 

1,698 

1,858 
44<i 
371 

750 


iTSd. 

507 

4tf5 

f54 

247 

B40^ 

595 

i,:?6? 

1,480' 

1,1H 

1,004 

1,442 

i,m 

975 

890 

B2A 

578 

5,360 

3,314 

*,«)*.» 

2,t88 

1,117 

96r 

90f> 

713 

64  f! 

751 

859 

856 

1,018 

95!^ 

1,113 

1,?0* 

1^1 

1,107 

1,77:1 

1,334 

^Ot^ 

48? 

594 

541 

730 

7ST 

443 

4«0 

?0,O37 

iO,BOC 

479 

JS43 
1,S76 

7ai 

865 
668 
4?5 
1,769 
1,95.1 
91Q 
6B^ 
496 
664 

771S 

657 

955 
479 
«67 

72f 

368 

I6,7if7 

SI, 
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P&hshes. 


Pcr«i»iih. 


Iloucs.   Mdle>. 


Feiuiues  PersoDft 


Total 
ersoQ 
1801. 


Penon& 
1786. 


Penoni  PenoM 


1738. 


ifigs. 


Brought  over 
StMniiiHatPMaace 

SU  Helen 

St.  Michael,  Coslaoy 

St.Mary-* 

St.  Martin,  at  Oak. 

St.  Angitttine 

St  George,  Calegate 

St  Clement 

St  Ednrand 

St  Sariour  • « •  V 

St  Paid  

St  James 

Pockthorpe 

Heigham 


HAMLETS. 


Eaton 

Earlham 

HeUesdoQ    

Thorpe    

Trowsc,     Carrow,  -% 

and  Bracond  •  •  S 

Precinct  of  the  Close 

NonrichGoalo" 


4,857 
S53 

80 
955 
306 
370 
409 
tS3 
146 

99 
2*5 
378 
851 
241 
2%7 


38 
12 
17 
17 

89 
118 


9,15b 
416 
195 
435 
•401 
75-1 
537 
46i 
351 
207 
410 
609 
S30 
398 
38J 

165 

126 

5i 

40 

39 

1(J6 

£55 
18 


12,229 
518 
198 
596 
614 
993 
695 
670 
502 
839 
574 
786 
£90 
581 
473 

863 

155 

43 

41 
55 

187 

361 

4 


81,387 

9S6 

393 

1,031 

1,018 

1,747 

1,832 

1,132 

853 

446 

984 

1,395 

530 

979 

854 

428 

278 

95 

81 

74 

353 
616 


83,037 

3,109 

446 

1,185 

l,20ji 

2,153 

1,899 

1,87S 

800 

531 

593 

1,681 

608 

l,27i 

923 

486. 
26(> 

66 
lOii, 

82 

34b 


80,806 

i,osd 

386 

t/m 

1,178 

1,698 

1,826 

1,895 

816 

580 

810 

1,461 

696 

1,116 

653 

.165 

886 

68 

70 
36 

386 
700 


16,717 
819 
338 

949 
1,845 

850 
1,154 

599 

701 
918 
41f 
738 
5ilt 

Ml 

15S 
50 

65 
69 

858 
650 


Total. 
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15,810 


21,01^ 


36,«51 


40,051  36,169 


88,881 


Manufactures, 


I 


KORfOLKi       •^^^^^H  iSf 


Manufactures,  &c* 

mong  tfie  numerous  subjects  wlitch  sottcit  tbe  attention  of  a 
tofKigroptucal  tkmi  statistkul  writer,  wfio  is  desirous  to  iriterrsi 
llts  nHukrs,  Done  appear  of  greater  importance  than  the  iiianu* 
fkctures  of  a  country.  They  are  its  ^rand  source  of  weuUli, 
it  Hows  into  the  raaio  conduits  of  tmiie^  and  again  di- 
vided iBtD  smaller  clmnnels,  iU  ramiiicalious  proceed  to  on  incal* 
culabte  eiLteuL  Employing  capital,  exciting  industry,  and  remit- 
lieraliog  labour*  Uiey  are  the  means  of  diffusing  wealth,  pt<;Dty, 
and  comfort  through  every  comer  of  the  land.  Tlte  confined 
limits  af  this  work  wilt  not  admit  ouch  a  comprehensive  iuqutry 
as  might  be  desirable  on  the  present  subject ;  but  the  brief  view 
Hliicb  H  intended  to  be  given*  will  t>e  sutScient  to  »hew  the  im- 
pcMtance,  tuterest,  and  versatility  of  iL  Ttie  languishing  &tate  of 
manufactures,  owing  to  the  length  find  peculiar  character  of  the 
present  baleful  and  paral^^ing  war,  is  productive  of  lanientabla 
eviU,  ami  should  be  a  matter  of  seiious  and  solid  conteraplalioii 
to  every  patriotic  statesman,  who  wishes  to  turn  hi§  thoughts  ta 
tlie  pros|>erity  of  the  country,  and  to  the  developcmeut  of  IboM 
€n«e&  by  v^hkU  that  pr<)S[>cnty  has  been  produced  and  increajied, 
dimini»bed  or  detitroyod. 

No  place  in  the  kingdom,  Manchester  excepted,  has  made  a 
more  distinguished  ligure  in  the  weaving  trade  than  the  city  of 
Norwich.  At  what  era  of  our  hbtory  the  art  of  mamifac- 
luring  clolli  from  wooi  whs  firel  practised  in  this  island,  is  not  re- 
corded. Like  many  other  necessary  and  useful  arts,  its  origin  is 
H^rapped  in  Ibe  oblivion  of  distant  ages;  and  from  that  circum* 
stance  it  is  highly  proJMblc  this  was  amongst  the  most  early  disco- 
veries. That  tliis  art  was  exercised  at  a  very  early  period  in 
ortblk,  has  been  conjectured  from  the  circuimtance  of  the 
simple  and  primitive  mode  of  spiuuiitg  with  a  distt^  being  still ' 
lOUgh  didusc<I  in  most  other  j^arls  of  the  kingdom. 


except 
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except  for  hemp  aod  flax  *.  Anterior  to  the  time  of  Wiffimt 
the  Conqueror,  woollens  of  various  qualities  and  texture  eoni* 
posed  the  principal  manufactures ;  but  soon  after  that  period  a 
sort  of  cloth-work  was  introduced,  which,  though  not  a  new 
diifcovery,  Itad  not  l>een  previously  practised  in  England.  Thb 
was  a  totally  different  production  from  what  had  usually  been 
deoomioaled  doth;  the  preparation  being,  pa  before  observed^ 
by  a  amtbing,  instead  of  a  carding  process.  By  tlie  former  tlie 
wool  is  drawn  out  to  a  very  long,  in  the  hitter  to  a  short  staple ; 
that  is,  the  fibres  of  the  fleece  are  extended  the  whole  length  in 
the  one  instance,  and  broken  and  interoected  in  the  other.  The 
art  of  cmnhing  wool  is  attributed  as  a  discovery  to  Bhisias*  a 
bishop  of  the  eastern  church  in  tlie  fourth  century,  who  is  still  by 
tho  wool-comliers  venerated  as  the  patron  saint  of  their  trade* 
Respecting  the  time  it  was  first  exercised  in  this  county  diflferent, 
opinions  have  been  entertained.  Owing  to  an  inundation  in 
Flanders,  numbers  of.  the  inhabitants  of  lliat  province  came 
over  to  this  country  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  First.  Some 
of  tbem  settled  in  Pembrokesliire ;  and  Blomefield  supposes  that 
others  fixed  tlieir  abode,  first  at  WiM'atead,  and  afterwardii  al 
Norwich ;  and  firom  their  setting  up  the  making  the  articles  ma* 
tittfieictured  from  Jersey,  or  combed  wool,  at  tlie  former  place, 
such  have  ever  since  been  denominated  uwsted  stuffh.  In  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Second  a  ]iateiit  was  granted  to  John 
Pecock,  investing  him  with  the  exclusive  privilege  of  measuring 
every  piece  of  worsted  stuff  made  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  or 
county  of  Norfolk.  But  this  having  been  fi>und  to  oi)erate  as  a 
restraint  upon  the  trade,  the  letters  were  soon  aflend'ards  recalled. 
What  tended  to  increase  and  raise  to  an  enviable  height  this 
species  of  manufacture,  was  the  number  of  Flemish  artizans  who 
came  over  in  the  year  1 336.  Their  arrival  was  occasioned  by 
the  great  intercourse  at  that  time  kept  up  between  this  country 
and  the  Netherlands,  the  English  king  having  married  Philippa, 
daughter  of  William  Earl  of  HainauU.    The  account  given  of  it 

*  It  is  still  Dsed  io  Portugal  for  wo«l. 
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•by  a  quaint,  bat  «oUd  Inslonani   i»  deserving  notice.     ••  The 
Itmg  and  state  began  uow  to  grow  seasibk  of  the  Rreat  |;oin  the 
Xctheriands  got  by  our  English  wool,  in  memory  whereof  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy^  not  long  at^er,  itistlluted  the  order  of  the 
g^(drn  fltece ;  ufiereiii  indeed  the  fiftce  ^'ai  ours,  the  gt^iden 
Ifaetrs  »o  vast  their  emolument  by  tlie  trade  of  clothing.     Our 
king  llierefore  resolved,  if  possible,  lo  reduce  the  trade  to  bif 
€rwxk  country,  who  aa  ^et  were  ignorant;  ^s  knowing  no  more 
%flm  |0  do  with  their  wool  than  the  sheep  that  ^vear  it^  as  to  any 
ftltifidal  and  curious  drapery^  their  best  dotht  being  no  better 
flnui  jttcat$,  such  tlieir  coarseness  for  vnmt  of  skill  So  tbdr 
makiflg'."    The  king,  having  obtained  this  treasure  of  foreign 
artittus,  that  the  arts  they  brought  might  be  more  generally  dis- 
pened.  encouraged  lliem  to  settle  in  different  parts  of  his  domi- 
moi».     But  when  left  to  their  unbiassed  choice^  they  always  pre- 
ferred a  maritime  situation ;  and  both  the  bearing  of  tlie  county 
mnd  Ir.biti  of  the  people  determined  many  in   their  choice  of 
Norfolk.     The  discovery  of  FnlW^tarlh,  at  this  lime^  a  sub- 
stance   so    useful    in    tire    trade,     and    with    which    England 
•tiounds.  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  further  their  exertions  in 
the  weaving  craft.     Various  siaple^  were  nppointed  for  the  sale 
of  wool,  and  its  exportation  was  prol^ibited  under  iieavy  penalties. 
On  this  occasion  tJie  city  of  Norwich  was  fixed  for  the  staple 
of  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.     In  the  time  of  Richard 
tbe  Second  and  succeeding  reigns,  various  statutes  were  euacted 
lor  tlic  encourageiiient  and  reguliitlon  of  the  trade;  by  ftirtber 
prohibitions  against   sending  unmanufactured  wool  out  of  tbe 
kingdom,  and  for  the  measuring  the  manufactured  articles,  as 
well  as  for  the  sale  of  cloth.  Though  the  A/flflg>r  had  beeudropped, 
as  tending  to  dcpre&s  the  spirit  of  specubtion,  yet  it  was  deemed 
iMcetsttry*  in  tbe  early  progress  towards  manufacturing  ejicellenoe^ 
that  officers  should  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  was  to  inspect  all 
goods,  and  pass  them,b^  affijiinga  !»eal,  as  a  mark  of  approbation  to 
the  approved  pieces.  In  the  twenty*tbird  ^ear  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  an 

act 
•  Pallcrt  Clwirch  Hblory  of  Britiin,  Book  IV.  Cent.  XIV.  p.  1 J  U 
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act  pessetl  or Jeritig  four  witrdeos  to  be  cbo^eit  for  the  ciU 
KorwicI),  and  four  others  for  tbe  county  of  Norfolk,  "  Todd' 
rigfiti  aiod  make  due  search  of  worsteads  in  Norwich  and  Kof». 
§o\k,  ftnd  wludi  shall  set  down  order«  for  the  tnm 
ikift^*,**     It  having  been  discoTered  to  the  following  n\\ 
"  lliat  divers  persons  in  Norwich  and  Norfolk  make  untrue  waresgl 
by  wlMch  means  they  lose  Uieir  ancient  estimation  beyond  scti 
^c."  tlie  number  of  wardeus  was  increased.     From  this  act 
seems  the  trade  had  arrived  at  such  a  degree  of  excellence  as  to 
rival  otiier  nations  in  tfie  foreign  market ;  and  English  goods  pro- 
bably then  obtained  an  cxtetuive  Mle  ia  those  very  coootriei 
vihe&ce  the  art  had  first  been  imported.     In  the  time  of  1  jrnryj 
the  Eightli,  according  to  Blometield,  tlie  sale  of  stuffs  ouidc  ir^i 
tbe  city  of  Norwich  only^  amounted  to  the  annual  sum  ofJ 
2OCVOOOL  exclusive  of  stockings^  which  was  computed  at  (lO^OOOLj 
more.     Not  only  did  the  trade  thus  flourish  at  Norwich  wA 
Woratead,  but  it  had  now  spread  over  Uie  coitatyt  for,  bj 
an  act  passed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  this  reign,  it  appear*, , 
**  that  the  making  of  worsteds,  saies,  and  stammins,  whidi  bad 
greatly  increased  in  the  city  of  Norwich  and  county  of  Norfolk^ 
was  now  practised  more  busily  and  dihgeolly  tlian  in  times  past 
|U  Yarmouth  and  Lynn/'    The  wardens  of  these  towns,  there^ 
fore,  were  put  under  the  control  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Norwich  h 
,  During 

*  lu  the  year  1459,  at  an  assembly  of  tlie  ctotliiers  nnder  tlie  late 
refrolatkios,  it  was  {i£^c«d  ilmt  Uie'  tUih  »etd  ^lioutd  be  commftteci  to  a 
proper  pertoD)  wlio  should  be  caiuiden*d  wit  iokmer,  to  seal  and  lokeo  all 
^otlw,  called  Norwich  cloths,  with  a  lead  Mai  or  tokon,  aftBr  bl 
[fead  found  them  tbe  proper  leu^^th  j^nd  brcadtli.  AU  the  wea^'en  wttt 
[frdcred  to  deliver  in  a  roli|  rontnining  die  name^  of  their  crafty  with  tbe 
marks  belonging  to  each  individual ;  by  which  the  goodncsa  of  every 
[aum^  work  nugbt  t>e  aAcertaincd  by  his  mark,  and  tlie  measure  of  it  by  The 
token. 

f  From  the  wordioi^  of  the  preamble  of  an  act  which  puscd  upon  tbe 
mme  subject  during  this  reii;n,  a  respectable  writer  has  eoncloded  that 
Norfolk  then  produced  a  breed  of  sheep  peculiar  to  itielf  i    becaote  it 
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Durtrtj*  the  reigns  of  Edward  the  Sixtli  and  Queen  Mar^,  new 

articles  of  inauururlure  coutinued  to  be  introduced,   and  neir 

r^vlalions  |)as6ed  for  llie  making  of  rM*#r//#,  satius,  satiiis-rercrses, 

and  Naples- fustianSp  as  had  Ueen  done  before  for  the  making  of 

lialSr  domicksy  and  coverlets ;  aud  tiie  manufacturers  of  such  neif 

articks  were  formed  iolo  a  corporation,  endowed  wlh  exclusive 

prjrilcges.  Subsequent  to  this,  the  trade  fell  into  decay,  and  a  new 

ert  of  its  revival  commenced.    By  the  advice  of  the  Duke  of 

Norfolk,  Queen  Etijjabeth  was  induced  to  offer  an  as\Ium  in  her 

dofltihifmis  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Countries,  who  had 

fle«t  from  the  cruel  persecution  of  the  Duke  of  Aliv*    These 

people  brought  witti   thein   their  arts  and  their  industr}',  and 

quickly  evinced  IIh!  folly  of  attempting  compulsion  in  rrligUMM 

tMxatt^n,  and  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  an  enlightened  toleration. 

"Xbc^  were  allowed  to  settle  in  Norfolk,  and  r4ch  roaster  to  brin^ 

^ivitit   bim  ten  servants  at  the  duke*s  charge.     Tliey  rapidly  in* 

ctrcased,  and  the  county  was  essentiditty  1>cnetiled  by  their  skill  and 

^xeiiions*    New  iabrfcations  were  introduced  by  the  iiitermia* 

%tire  of  silk,  mohair,  and  wool ;  and  several  new  articles  were  ni»- 

BfuActured  as  various  in  their  qualities  as  tbeir  names  ;  such  as 

^Mffst,  smftSf  arran,  and  mochadts. 

In  15*5,  the  Dutch  Elders  presented  in  court  a  specimen  of  a 
norel  ^ork,  calleJ  h&mhazine%i  for  the  manuluctunng  of  which 
elegant  stuff  the  city  has  ever  siuce  been  famed.  In  the  reign  of 
Oeofge  the  First,  an  act  passed  to  compel  the  makers  of  any 
Itmd  of  stuff  to  become  freemen  of  Norwich,  as  the  mamifac- 
turers  of  russelis  and  fustians  had  formerly  been.  The  preamble 
slates,  that  it  was  made  to  furnish  the  city  with  a  proper  supply 
mi  able  magistrates ;  but  the  policy  of  the  measure  lay  deeper 

than 


*'  that  itortited  yarn  is  the  private  commodity  of  tbe  eity  of  Nor« 
wich  and  tlic  county  of  Njcirfolk,  and  no  wlivre  ^else.**  But  lim  ap>peani 
radier  to  allude  to  the  exclusive  privilegt^  obtained  by  varioua  prccMiui^ 
ttatatc4(.  For  tfiough  ihe  neck-wuol  of  tbe  Norfolk  sl)ecp  lx«d  lately  been 
tfbroverpd  of  i  fineness  as  firmly  to  »fnm  of  ttic  hody  j  yet  iti  fibre  doe» 
■41  fuit  die  vttplc  maiiwfactare  of  the  county. 
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tbiiii  the  itatejtieuL  In  tbe  tweitty^tiftb  year  of  Ceorge  the 
Secoui),  »  statute  vr^s  enacted  to  0(>eu  tlie  port  of  Qit2i  Yai- 
mmitli  for  the  sniportatiou  of  wool  aiid  woollcu-yarD;  a  circum- 
stunce  uhtch  proved  iiigbly  bcnclicial  to  Uie  geueral  traile  of  lltt 
city  uiul  countj. 

From  tbU  glance  at  some  of  the  statutes,  wbkh  have  been 
enacted,  and  the  ^e^ll^dUons  made  for  tbe  encouragement  of  the 
worsted  Rianufaclures«  tbe  importance  of  the  trade  ha« 
acknowledged  by  the  succeiisive  wisdom  of  the  legislature ;  ai 
many  of  tbe  restrictive  privileges  probably  were  founded  at  the 
time»  in  tbe  most  judicious  policy.  Trade  once  established  in  a 
place  never  leaves  it,  but  by  compuUiou;  and  if  its  celebrity  be  oq< 
obtained,  it  »eldom  fiiiU  to  ensure  for  it  an  extemive  ciicnlati^ 
For  a  long  time  tlte  niajiter  maoufuclnrers  were  men  of  laoderalo 
capital,  their  concerns  were  limited,  and  credit  smalt.  Many  of 
them  redded  in  the  viliiiges,  and  brougbt  their  articles  to  tbe  city 
for  sale:  indeetl  mo!)t  of  them  disposed  of  their  goods  to  facton, 
who  supplied  the  merchanb.  The  trade  was  then  principally 
confined  to  home  consumption,  and  the  act  of  1721  which  pro- 
hibited the  general  wearing  of  cottons,  and  the  order  for  the 
court  mourning  to  consist  of  Norwich  crajtes,  during  the  adoimis- 
tration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole;  combine  to  prove,  U)^  the  trade 
did  not  depend  so  much  on  foreign  demand,  as  upon  Internal 
orders. 

About  forty  years  ago  the  tide  of  fashion  runnmg  strongly  in 
iavor  of  the  light  and  elegant  niunulacturcs  of  India,  ex  a  ted  ill 
the  genius  of  Britain  a  spirit  of  imitation.  The  stuff  trade  bid 
been  long  on  tbe  decline,  through  the  prevalence  of  Manchester 
cottons;  and  from  tbe  facility  and  cheapness  with  which  these  were 
manufactured  by  the  wonderful  inventions  of  Arkwright  und  other 
ingenious  mechanics,  the  destruction  of  the  home  trade  was 
almost  completed.  The  rnerchunls  and  manufacturers  were 
roused  to  extraordinary  exertions,  and  the  channels  of  trade  were 
soon  entirely  changed.  They  improved  and  extended  their  con- 
tinental connections,  their  travellers  Nveie  seen  in  every  kingdom 

of 
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^^  £impc>  md  the  great  aonual  marts  of  Frank(btt«  Leipuc,  ami 

SalerDO  were  crowded  with  purdiasert  for  Norwich  goods.    By 

these  means,  though  excluded  from  their  usual  share  of  the  io* 

temad  trade»  they  amply  compeusated  that  loss.      The  tradesmen 

now  seot  their  sods  to  be  educated  in  Germany,  Italy,  and  Spain* 

thai  bj  learning  the  languages  and  manners  of  the  different  people, 

thcj  might  enlarge  their  views,  and  strengthen  their  foreign  rela* 

ticMis.     Tlie  taste  of  every  country,  and  the  liabits  of  every  clime 

were  consulted,  from  the  frozen  north  tokbe  sukry  south.   Hence 

Xorwkb  and  the  country  for  twenty  miles  round  it,  quickly  became 

crowded   with   looms.    Though    the  distaff,  and  the  spinning 

iwheel  were  incessantly  plied   through  the   counties  of  Norfolk 

4Ui€l  Suffolk,  and  in  the  former  only,  it  is  computed  tifly  thousand 

todU  of  wool  were  annually  spun ;  yet  tlie  produce  was  jkiadeijuate 

to  the  demand.    It  liecame  necessary  to  import  yarn  as  well  as 

^irool ;  and  of  the  importation  of  bay  yarn  from  Ireland  only, 

more  was  at  ,that  period  consumed  here,  than  had  been  a  few  yeats 

l»efbre  imported  mto  the  whole  kingdom.      Exclusive  of  thb, 

^rcsat  quantities  of  yam  were  purdiased  from  the  neighbouring 

«ottolies;    and  Scotland  also  was  induced  to  coutribute  a  share. 

At  that  proud  meridian  of  its  prosperity,  the  trade,  from  the  ca* 

pricaousoess  of  fashion,  began  to  shew  some  symptoms  of  decay ; 

^md   the  disastrous  war  breaking  out,  abridged  its  communica' 

tions,  dissolved  its  continental  connectious,  anniJiilated  all  incen« 

tives  to  speculation,  depressed  the  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  pa- 

ivlysed  the  hands  of  industry. 

If  impartial  accounts  could  be  obtained  of  the  state  of  Nor- 
wich  Bumufactures,  at  different  periods,  since  the  commencement 
of  tlie  trade  to  the  present  time;  they  would  be  highly  tuterestlug; 
%s  tending  to  unfold  a  variety  of  circumstances,  elucidatory  of 
aa  important  part  of  our  commercial  history.  But  such  an 
ftccount,  drawn  up  from  authentic  documents,  is  inther  to  be 
desired  than  expected.    An  author  *,  who  published  a  description 

of 

*  Tt^nr  through  the  islaud  of  Grtat  Britain,  Vol.  I.  Letter  I.  p.  9^. 
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of  the  dtj  In  the  year  1724,  gives  a  stetemenl,  whSA  be  lajv 
was  iurniibed  bim  by  a  master  manofacturer,  wbereby  h  a|K 
pearsy  that  120,000  persons  were  then  employed  m  the  woollen^ 
worrted»  and  silk  manufoctures.  Not  that  the  whole  of  Aii 
flumber  resided  in  the  city;  but  they  were  employed  m  some 
bnmch  of  the  trade,  and  their  kbon  were  condncm  to  the 
productions  of  Norwich. 

Arthur  Young*  considered  the  interval  between  the  yean 
1743  and  1763,  and  downward,  till  the  dispute  between  the 
mother  countiy  and  her  colonies  became  serious,  to  have  been  a 
flourishing  era.  The  number  of  looms  was  then  found  to  be 
12,000,  and  the  general  idea  is,  that  each  loom,  with  its  attendanl 
preparations^  produces  work  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  poond* 
per  annum.  For  ascertaining  the  proportion  between  the  oi%ittal 
materials,  and  the  labor  employed,  he  observes  the  mannfiMftnrer 
has  an  easy  method.  The  tmerege  value  of  a  piece  of  stuff  m 
fifty  shillings,  which  weighing  six  pounds,  at  ten  pence  per  pmmd^ 
IS  five  shillmgs;  making  the  raw  material  a  tenth  part  of  the 
manufactured  article. — Thus, 

Total  value 1,200,000 

A  tenth  part 120,000 

£  1,080,000 

To  discover  how  many  hands  were  employed  to  earn  this  mil- 
lion sterling  and  upwards  annually  for  the  public,  one  datum  is 
given.  In  Norwich  each  loom  is  allowed  to  employ  the  labor  of 
six  persons :  then,  twelve  thousand,  the  number  of  looms,  mul« 
tiplied  by  six,  gives  seventy-two  thousand,  for  the  number  of 
persons. 

At  present  tlie  returns  will  be  found  very  different ;  the  mer> 
chants  being  shut  out  of  most  of  the  foreign  markeb  by  war, 
and  from  our  own,  by  fashion;  the  estimate  must  consequently 

be 
*  Farmer's  Tour  in  tbe  Ewt  of  Eoglaod. 
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be  placed  mucU  lower.  Supposing^  liowever,  the  sum  of  matiu> 
^Mlttred  arUelcs  to  b<^  800,000L  the  price  of  labor  bestowed  upoa 
tltem  wili  be  685,0001.  wbtl^t  Lite  value  of  the  raw  material, 
dying  stuff;  oil,  soap,  and  coaU  will  be  only  i  I5,000l.  Compare^ 
wUbtbi»,  wiml  are  tbe  national  advaiitagca  of  tiie  sale  of800,000L 
worth  of  cu0e«  or  sugar  in  foreign  markets  *]  especially  when  it 
is  eonsiderefl  bow  trifling:,  comparatively,  is  tbe  raw  material,  and 
liow  itnirii  itif  value  is  increased  by  labor;  bow  niucb  capilal  it 
afloat  upon  lucrative  adventure,  and  to  what  numbers  of 
it  gives  (he  menus  of  e\u»tence»  by  furuiiihiog  them  witk 
u«eful  and  substantial  employ. 

llie  btaplc  articles  of  this  manufacture^  at  present,  are  bomba- 
nucAt  worsted  dama<>kst  flowered  salins,  and  line  caniblcts :  for 
lli«  bitter  llie  East  India  company  have  ^iven  annually  lar^^e  or- 
derSf  which  has  aflbrded  some  relief  during  tbe  torpor  of  th« 
trade  to  Italy  und  S|Kiiu,  To  these  arlicles  have  been  recently 
added  the  manufacturing  of  cottons,  shawls,  lunl  Momc  oUier  tkncy 
goods,  adapted  both  for  furniture  mid  dress ;  which,  tor  elegance, 
•I  present  surpasNCS  any  thing  of  the  kind  wade  in  England.  Tiie 
making  of  cotton  thrcad-lace  has  also  been  iutroduced;  and  the 
Inde  in  linen,  called  Suffolk  hempm,  is  in  a  flourishing  slate. 
The  iiapfr  maimfacture  of  Norwich  furnishes  about  fifly  distinct 
oceufiatioDS,  reckoning  from  the  shearer,  who  procures  the  fleece, 
to  tbe  nuirioer,  who  ships  the  bale  goods;  and  when  trade  is  very 
bri»k  it  employs  one  hundred  thousand  persons*  The  Lincolnshire 
and  Leicestershire  wouUare  chiefly  used,  winle  those  of  Noiiblk  f 
■re  mostly  sent  for  the  use  of  the  Yorkshire  clothiers,  •*  The  earn- 
tnjRis  of  tl»e  manufacturers  are  various.  Dyers  and  hot-preasers 
atKint  15i.  a  week,  combers  about  12s.;  some  of  tbe  l>est  weavers 
from  14s.  lo  n  guinea;  weavers  in  general,  oa  an  average,  not 

Vol.  XJ.    Feb.  1809»  K  more 


*  Sec  aa  e«rellent  essay  on  tltiB  snbject  in  tbe  Mov^tbly  Masa^e  for  tlie 
moiith  of  December  17 9^^  from  whicli  &cvenU  retnftrks  cootaiuod  in  this 
Accanat  ha%e  beeo  extracted. 
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more  tliau  6s,i  but  tbcn  niany  women  can  earn  as  much;  and 
ehildreti,  by  spinning,  pi|)e-filling,  and  tyre^chrawing^  earn  frooi 
5d.  fo28.  6d.  per  week  V 

A  (tw  years  since  the  trade  ga^e  employment  to  more  than  fifc 
hilhdred  combers,  and  furnished  spinninf^  for  most  of  the 
and  children  of  thb,  and  the  adjoining  county.  But  the  ibi 
which  have  long  l>een  used  in  Yorkshire  for  preparing  yarn,  have 
been  lately  introduced  Iiere,  whereby  the  processes  of  maaual 
combhig  and  spinning  are  nearly  superseded.  These  prepare 
yarn  of  a  liuer  and  more  even  quality  than  can  be  produced  ialbe 
common  way ;  and  it  b  afforded  in  the  market  at  a  lower  prkc« 


Of  THE  Churches,  Religious  Housei^,  And  oth^r 
Ecclesiastical  Subjects. 


At  an  early  period  Norwich  was  distinguished  for  its 
monastic  structures.  In  the  reign  of  Edwiird  the  Confessor  k  is 
stated  to  have  contained  twenty-five  parochial  chnrches,  and  b 
the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  forty-three  chapels  were  in  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  burgesses,  most  of  which  were  afteiwsnls  made 
parochial.  During  the  reign  of  Edward  the  third,  (here  were 
fif)y-eight  parish  churches  and  chapels  wfthin  the  walb.  Besi<les 
these,  there  Vtas  the  cathedral;  a  monastic  college  and  chapels 
in  the  precincts;  also  four  houses  of  friars  and  a  chapel  to  each;  a 
r.oiiventual  church,  four  hospitals,  with  their  chapels,  &c.  In  ad- 
dition to  which  here  were  several  cells,  anchorages,  and  other 
small  religious  foundations )  amounting  in  tlie  whole  to  seventy- 
six  places  of  christian  public  woriihip.  At  the  same  time  here 
was  a  Jewisii  synagogue.  Res|>ecting  the  histories,  foundations^ 
and  establishments  of  all  of  tliese,  it  will  be  impossible  to  enter 
into  particulars  in  the  present  work.  Of  the  cathedral  church, 
and  two  or  three  other  principal  ecclesiastical  structures,  it  will« 
however,  be  necessary  to  give  some  account. 

Cathedral. 

*  Norfolk  Tour,  p.  V9. 
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Cathedral*— Herbert  dc  Losingti  establbtied  Ibc  See  at 
NoTWich  ill  Ibe  vear  1094,  and  laid  tlie  foundation  stone  of  the 
CalLedral  in  the  }«rar  10.96.  Hubert  d**  Rhya  bid  the  second, 
Mhcn  several  of  the  nobility  laid  others,  and  conlnbuted  various 
donations  towards  the  structure.  It  has  been  said,  tbut  "  the  first 
building  \va^  chiefly  composed  of  H'ood  *;'*  but  this  is  not  \ery 
probable,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  parts  of  it  stilt  rematni 
How  much  was 'dbsohiteiy  conipicled  by  Herbert  is  not  clearly  de- 
fined; though  it  b  stated  that  the  choir,  with  it^  ailes»  also  the 
tflltsept  imd  tower,  ii^ere  erected  by  him.  To  this,  Eborard,  his 
fioccessor  in  the  see,  added  the  nave^  with  its  two  ailes,  extending 
from  the  anti-choir  or  rood-lofi  to  the  we»t  end.  Thus  it  stood, 
though  not  fitted  up,  till  1 1 7 1 ,  when  it  was  damaged  by  fire. 
John  of  Oxford,  the  fourth  bishop,  repaired  litis  tiijury»  supi>liecl 
the  church  with  proper  vestments,  and  decorated  it  with  orna- 
ments, about  the  year  II97.  Waller  dc  SuJii<;lU,  the  tenlb 
bishop,  niade  another  addition,  by  erecting  the  Virgin  Chapel  at 
the  east  end,  which  has  since  been  dejiiolished.  For  this  and 
other  acts  of  muuiGcent  piety,  he  was  reputed  a  s.lut,  and  after 
bis  death  miracles  were  reported  to  have  i>ecn  performed  at  hit 
tomb.  To  bis  reiics  was  attributed  the  follo^iin^  fact.  During  an 
hi^nrrrction  between  lite  citizens  and  the  monks^  A.  D.  1^7** 
in  which  the  cathedml  was  much  injured  by  fire,  this  chapel 
eioiped  the  fury  of  the  Aames.  The  citizens  were  fined*  as  a 
punishment,  3000  niajks,  with  which  sum  and  the  liberal  doiM- 
tjons  of  the  great,  the  church  was  re|7aired,  &c  » A.  D.  lC7i>.  S©on 
af^erwsirds,  the  towfr,  or  steeple,  appearing  to  ha\e  been  materially 
injured  by  the  tire,  it  was  taken  down,  and  another  erectetl  at 
the  sole  expense  of  bishop  Ralph  de  Walpole.  Tlie  old  chapter- 
liouse  was  built  by  the  same  bounteous  prelate,  who  also  erected 
tbat  part  of  the  i'loiHicr  which  extends  from  the  entrance  of  lire 
ebftpter-bouse  to  the  j^rand  door-way  into  the  church.  Three 
mote  arches,  on  the  &;iine  sidt*,  were  executed  by  the  clerk  of  the 
woHcs^  Richard  de  Uppehall.     The  remaining  live  arches,  and 
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tbe  south  side  of  the  do:B<«r  to  llie  arch,  where  iLe  ewfHmtttii  in§ 
cunect,  vi^ere  erected  by  Bishop  S;ilnioii,  tvilfa  the  ^^'^f^mf  oC 
tti«  mouks ;  who,  od  Ihb  occssiou,  supiiressetl  lite  oftice  of  PU-^ 
tancfTt  and  expended  on  the  work  Itie  piitancti  of  Uic  coavcnU 
Tlie  north  side,  towards  the  church,  was  buitt  by  Henr^ 
Well,  who  gave;?  10  marks  himself,  and  obtained  sevend  doii»^ 
lions,  to  carr)'  on  the  work.  He  was  also  allowed  a  portioo  of 
the  pittance^monty^  The  nest  side,  from  Ihe  carviug  of  Uie 
espousals,  the  highty  criiamentcd  eutrjoce  towards  tlie  refectory* 
tlje  lavatories,  and  the  cioor-nay  into  the  pilji^riuiV  hall,  wem 
built  by  Jclfery  Siuioiids,  the  tiien  rector  of  St.  Mary  iu  tlic  Mafih« 
The  part  extending  from  the  pilgrims*  hall  door-way,  to  the  etn 
trance  into  the  church  inclusive,  was  the  Hork  of  Bisimp  Wa- 
ketyDg»  who,  in  his  life  time,  erected  llie  oew  chaptrr*hown^ 
which  was  afterwards  destroyed  in  iJie  civil  wars.  The  re^l  wts 
successifely  executed  by  ibe  several  families  of  Murlcy,  Shdlao^ 
Scales,  Erpiughani,  Goiiniey,  Mowbray,  Thorpe,  Savmge,  &c, 
whose  arms,  and  cognizances,  were  to  be  seen  emblazoned  in 
the  windows  t>efore  the  tine  stained  glass  was  demolished.  To^ 
wards  this  work  Walter  de  Durney,  ciUzeu  of  Norwich,  bad  pre- 
viously made  a  donation  of  400l.  Thus,  A.  D.  li'JO^  tti  lb*. 
one  hundred  and  ifurty-thiitl  year  from  its  comioencanmt,  «u 
finished  this  spacious,  elegant,  ami  justly  celebrated  ckMSler  •»  ill . 
the  presidency  of  BUhop  Alnwyck,  by  wiiose  executais  tlie  wc«l 
end  of  the  cathedral  was  rebuilt* 

Iti  I36l,  a  violent  Imrricaue  blew  down  the  upper  part  of  tbc 
ateeple,  and  did  much  injury  to  the  chotn  For  the  reparation  oi  tliis 
damage.  Bishop  Percy  gave  4001.  out  of  his  own  purse,  ami 
obtained  an  aid  of  nhiejience  iu  tlte  pound  from  all  his  clergy. 
At  that  time  the  present  spire  was  built.  lo  the  year  t46J,  ihn 
church  was  nntch  ifamaoed  by  lightning,  which  led  to  its  Iteaoll* 
licatiou,  durujg  the  rej^airs  and  alterations  it  uudeni'ent  in  IIm 


*  It  !s  considered  a  most  valualile  ipcciniea  of  this  kind  of  bitllding,  uiil 
is  called  h^  Brovriie,  <'  tlie  fairest  In  Eoglaad.''  See  liia  Po«tbimioiis Work5. 
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of  BblH>p  L^Iiart,   by  whose  generosity,   and  that  of  hts 

erful  coadjutors,  many  ornamental  atidilioiis  v/ere  made.     At 

period  tbe  calheilral  was  paved,   tito  »lonc  rood-loft  uoht 

g  built,    mid    an  eIci>aDt  lomb  over  the  ashes  of  the 

r  erected.    Tlie  latter  was  demolished  in  the  grand  re- 

During   Lyhart's  prelacy    the  noble  stooe^roof  of  the 

was  coast rucled,  and  adomeil  wilb  sculptures  representa- 

of  variotu  stones  from  die  Old  Testament.     His  successor^ 

op  GoUlwell,  following  the  worthy  example,  beautified  the 

ter,  efecte<i  a  stone-roof  over  ihe  choir,  of  similar  workmanship 

ftmlt  of  the  nave,  with  Hculptured  stories  from  tlie  New  Tes* 

poL     He  also  titled  up  Ihe  choir,  with  the  collateral  chapels, 

I  covered  the  whole  vaulting  with  lead.     In  1509  the  ailes 

lie  Inuuepts^  being  iryured  by  lire,  wrre  repaired  by  Bishop 

\^  aiid  covereil  wkh  a  roo6og  of  stone,  &ioiiiar  to  the  other 

Is  of  tl»e  church,  by  which  the  whole  roof  was  completed  in 

rty  an  uniform  manner.      At  the  dissolulion  much  curioud 

%L  Wis  destroyed  iu  tbe  cathedral,    and  several   crucifixesy 

gcs,  oiches,  tabernacles,  and  even  paintings,  were  reiuoved, 

601  part  of  the  spire  was  again  struck  down  by  lightning, 

quickly  r^tored.    Thus  it  continued  till  the  rebellioii 

43,  when  that  fanatical  contempt  for  the  venerable  remains 

arts,  which  pervaded  the  nvajority  of  the  people,  under 

enoe  of  extraordinary  seal  for  Ihe  honor  of  God,  could 

he  exceeded   by  the  folly  witli  which  it  discarded  the  wis- 

of  antiquity ;  this,  like  otlier  splendid  struct ures,  suffered 

rous  dilapidations.     It  was  partially  rctilted  at  the  restora- 

Duririg    Ihe    time    of    Dean     Bullocli,     the    nave   and 

were  new  paved,  the  decayed  stone-work  repaired,  and  tiie 

inside  titled  up  in  a  careful  manner*    The  cathedral  wns 

lired  and  btuHfified,  oa  ati  extensive  scale,  by  Ihe  dean  and 

Her,   ui  tlie  ^ear    17^3 ;   and  agahi,   at  their  exjicnce,  iu 
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Plan,  Dimcnsions,  Divisions,  Architkctuue,  &c.  or 

THE   CATaSDRAL. 


The  architecture  of  this  noble  pile  of  building  is  chiefly  of  that 
stjie  called  Norman,  wherein  the  semicircular  arch,  and  largi^ 
short  columo,  are  the  leading  features*  These  are  coiiniderably 
varied  in  size,  mouldings,  and  omaraeDt!),  in  dtiierent  parts 
the  structure.  Though  it  will  be  imiwssible,  in  the  present  woik«r^ 
to  define  and  describe  all  these  varieties,  and  notice  all  the  p«* 
culiarities  displayed  in  this  spacious  building,  yet  it  is  tny  wisli  to 
give  such  account  of  it,  as  uJH  enable  the  reader  to  understand 
its  size,  proportions,  divisions,  and  prominent  dmracleristicsu  { 
The  plan  displd^s  a  navr,  with  nide  mh$ ;  a  transept,  a 
with  seniiculnr  east  end,  and  an  mtc  surrounding  it.  On  ifa« 
north-east  side  of  the  tatter  is  a  placL'  called  the  conffsssional,  from 
which  is  a  smalt  aperture  communicating  with  the  great  altar. 
Attached  to,  but  projecting  from,  this  aile,  near  the  east  end.  Is 
a  small  ckttpef,  dedicated  to  Jrnus^  aitd  on  the  opposite  side,  at 
the  south-east  augle  of  the  church,  is  another,  called  St,  Lxk^i 
chapef.  West  of  this  is  a  square  building,  projecting  from  the 
aile,  now  used  as  the  consiston/  court,  Beiwe»*n  Ibis  and  lh« 
transept  is  Hef/don*s  ehapel,  and  the  old  chnpttr-houae.  Abut- 
ting lo  the  south  transept  are  the  precinctM-gaol  or  dungeon,  and 
St.  Edmund's,  or  the  Priors  chapel.  West  of  these,  and  attach- 
ing to  the  south  side  of  the  nave,  are  the  Chisters,  Such  are  the 
component  parts  of  the  cathedral,  whidi  joins  to  the  bishopV 
palace  on  the  north  side,  and  to  the  deanry,  &c.  on  Uic  south* 
The  fuilowing  are  given  as  the  measurements:— Extreme  length 
of  the  church,  from  east  to  west,  411  feet;  and  of  the  nave,  from 
western  door  to  transept,  140  feet.  The  extreme  width  of 
the  latter  is  191  feet;  of  nave,  with  ailes,  72  feet.  The  Chkten 
form  a  square  of  174  feel  within  the  walls.  Tliey  branch  off 
fro^  the  southern  transept,  and  inclose  a  square  court  or  area: 

eleven 
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lows,  Af  arched  opening,  are  on  I  he  we»tern  side,  twcl%'e 
opposite  side,  eleven  to  the  north,  and  the  sante  nuniher 
mithero  side.  All  the^  ^yiiidows  are  divided  into  three 
by  two  cohiinos  and  all  are  decorated  with  tmcery ;  and 

ti  seen,    on  inspection,    that  the  latter  presents  much 
d  dissitttUiirity,     At  tiie  soath*west  dt\*£\e.  is  a  large  laoa* 
^4ie  roof  is  supporltni  hy  groins,  springing  from  clustered 

tand  ornament e<l  with  very  bold  l>osses  at  their  points  vi 
n.  The  door-wm/f  leadins;  frora  the  eastern  aile  of  the 
Ethe  nave,  is  very  curious.  It  h  in  the  pointed  arch 
four  columns  oo  each  ^ide,  liaving  corrt'spon<ling 
ouldin^,  in  front  of  which  are  seven  canopied  niches. 
My  sculptured  crockets,  and  each  including  a  statue. 
■^f  Frpjit  of  the  cathedral  displays  a  hir^c  central  coip- 
K  fronting,  and  corresponding;  with  the  wiijth  and  height 
HTe;  also  two  latcnd  divisions,  corresponding  with  tU^ 
mk  The  elevation  of  the  fonner  shews  a  large  central 
V  divided  into  tJiree  leading  compartments  in  height,  and 

t number  in  width.  These  are  ajj;aiii  subdivided  by  small 
and  the  whole  produces  an  highly  ornamented  etfuct. 
I  ii  the  grand  entrance  door-way,  formed  by  a  bold, 
i^d  arch,  having  its  spandrils  and  side  fascia  much  en- 
Hrith  mouldings,  nidies,  pedestals^  statues,  and  ottier 
■I  decorations.  EacJi  of  the  lateral  elevations  is  divided 
ee  compartments,  all  of  the  semicircular  or  Norman  slylc. 

iltom  is  a  door-way  opening  to  the  aite,  above  which  is 
I  four  windows  close  together,  and  separated  by  stnall 
ipver  which  are  three  blank  arclics.  At  each  extremity 
I  staircase  turret,  surmounted  by  a  modem  discord- 
toe.  The  larger  turrets,  in  llie  central  division,  arc 
Qgiired  by  simikr  terminations,  of  that  mongrel  sort  of 
ture,  which  is  of  no  style,  order,  or  class.  By  describing 
hem  elevation,  and  euist  end,  it  is  hoped  the  readi  r  will 
led  to  understand  the  exterior  character  of  this  spacious 
/lave  aind  aile  present  ,^ve  tiep,  or  stories,  of  win- 
H  4  dows 
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dows  and  arcades,  though  part  of  the  lowernto&t  is  oliscufed  by 
one  ftide  of  the  cloisters.  Above  this  is  a  s«ries  of  blank  ardies, 
or  arcades,  of  the  semicircular  style,  divided  into  fourteen  com- 
partinents,  by  a  flat  buttress  between  each,  and  every  divisioa 
consists  of  six  arches.  In  the  next  tier  upwards,  each  €oin-> 
partnient  shews  three  semicircular  arctics,  the  central  of  which 
is  o^iened  and  glazed,  whilst  the  two  latter  are  blank.  Over 
this  is  a  flatly  pointed  arch  window  with  two  mullions,  in  each 
dbbion.  This  constitutes  the  elevation  of  tlieaile,  which  is  unnauaHjr 
loAy  and  narrow.  Above  thb  is  a  series  of  arches  to  Ike  upper, 
part  of  the  nave,  dbplaying,  in  each  conipartmeot,  a  poialed 
urch  window  in  the  middle,  with  a  semicu-cular  moulding  over  it» 
and  two  lateral  blank  arches.  Tiie  sides  and  front  of  Uie  IraO'^- 
sept  nearly  correspond  in  the  number,  and  style  of  arches,  with  the 
diviskm  just  described.  At  the  iutersectron  of  thb  transept,  with  the 
nave  and  choir,  rises  a  loAy  tower,  surmounted  by  a  $pire,  the  wbole 
height  of  which  is  315  feet.  The  former  exhibits  four  stories^ 
bendes  that  of  the  battlements ;  and  each  b  covered  with  arcades, 
oolumns,  and  tracery-mouldings,  of  very  varied  and  curioiis 
workmanship.  It  is  an  interesting  specimen  of  the  Normao  style 
of  architecture,  exemplifying  it  at  that  period,when  the  semicircular 
and  intersecting  arches,  with  tall  light  columns,  were  prevalent, 
and  just  before  the  pointed  arch  was  generally  adopted.  The 
battlements,  and  pinnacles  at  the  angles,  are  of  a  later  style,  as 
is  the  octangular  spire,  which  has  bold  crockets  attadied  to,  and 
running  up  the  ribs  at  eadi  angle.  In  the  exterior  of  the  choir 
and  its  ailcs,  a  very  dissimilar  style  of  architecture  b  exhibited  j 
for  the  former  has  large,  loAy  windows,  with  pointed  arches, 
ornamented  with  mullions  and  tracery,  w  hilst  the  latter  dispbiys 
several  windows  with  square  heads,  divided  by  three  muUions  and 
tracery.  These  windows  are  curious  and  rare  examples  of  fonn. 
Bold  buttresses  project  from  the  upper  part  of  the  choir,  across 
and  over  the  aile  *. 

Of 

•  A  large  soutli-west  view  of  this  catlicdral  has  been  drawn,  engraved , 
aud    published,   by    Mr.  Bl'ckler,    who    in    tliii,  as    in  several  other 

prints, 
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Of  Ute  mlrrhr  it  must  suffice  to  irmark,  that  it  is  grand  vnd 
in  tile  general  effect ;  that  tlie  pters^  columns,  arcltes,  and 
Itngf,  are  in  a  hold  and  suhslsntial  style.  It  is,  liowever, 
to  tre  regretted  by  every  architect^  antiffiiary,  ood  man  of 
tliat  the  modern  fittings  up  of  the  choir,  |>e\i'ing  in  llie  aile, 
^Q€uml>ered  state  of  the  trausepts,  6ce,  tend  to  disfigure  Uie 
buildin*^.  and  denlroy  all  harmony*  propriety,  character,  and 
bctiuty.  The  present  choir,  or  part  appropriated  for  cathedral 
service,  is  utudc  to  extend  from  the  semicircular  ea^t  end  across 
lite  iTvnsept,  and  to  the  third  column  in  lite  nave.  This  space 
is  nearly  inclosed  with  hoarded  and  peunted  partitions,  (ithng  up 
tfie  arches,  and  sliutttn|;  out  tlie  sight  from  all  general  and  com* 
prahenaive  vttivs  of  the  buitdmg. 

Tqhbs,  &c.  In  comparing  the  records  of  the  dead  with  se- 
pulchral memonais,  the  mind  is  iiUed  with  reflection  on  the 
«Mttty  of  life,  and  the  futility  of  2II  attempts  to  perpetuate  the 
ttttnory  of  man  by  t[ie  frail  cniblems  executed  by  art,  raised 
ai  the  expence  of  aBectionute  friends.  If  honour  survives  man 
oa  earth,  it  must  be  in  the  memory  of  others ;  and  a  meritorious 
life  can  be  only  effectually  recorded  in  mental  recollection. 
*'  Tlie  storied  um,  or  animated  bu&t  *  tlie  boast  of  heraldry,  or 
pomp  of  po«  er,"  cannot  restrain  the  fleeting  breath  of  fome,  nor 
fii  a  lasting  trophy  over  the  tomb.  The  designating  sculptures 
and  representative  emblems  are  removed,  like  the  mortals  for 
whom  tljey  were  executed,  to  make  room  for  others ;  and  the 
perpetual  substitution  strongly  reminds  tlie  observer  of  tlie  rapid 
tiiccession  of  ages,  and  the  lapse  of  time.  Even  brasif  adopted 
from  the  Roman  school  as  a  means  of  immortalizing  the  name 
ind  hiudablc  deeds  of  man,  must  own  its  ft'cble  power,  in 
hiMiag  up  a  mirror  to  reflect  the  generations  pa^t. 

persons  who  are  desirous  of  being  acquainted  nith  tl»e 

ancient 


f>rints,  lia^  judicio<i$ly  endi'avonred  to  shew  the  trrcate^i  porilonof  the  hnilil- 
sti^ ;  and  to  do  ihui  liu»»  very  properly^  di&rtgiurdtd  and  omitted  all  Uie 
«^<»iirigftoas  BOd  irrelevant  objects. 
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Bficieat  monuments  aud  inscrqHions  ivlach  have  dccoraled  i\3 
walls  or  pavements  of  Diis  sacred  edifice,  must  have  recotir^  i  - 
several  old  writers;    among  others,    Wcever  and  Sir  Tboi 
Brown  may  be  consulted,  as  they  have  given  de»crt|itions  anu-^ 
delineations  of  some  tombs  long  destroyed,  and   of  bnisses  nov^^^^"* 
defaced  or  taken   away.     The  tomb   of  Bishop   Herbert,  tbe^^  *' 
founder,  was  destroyed  m  the  time  of  the  ctvil  war ;  and 
altar-monument  was  erected  to  ins  memory  by  the  dean  and  chap — 
ter,  in  the  year  l68C.     It  *ytands  in  the  central  part  of  the  choirn^ 
inclosed  with  ao  iron  palij>ade.     This  part  of  the  church  contains  ^m 
also  the  graves  of  most  of  the  prelates,  who  have  filled  the  see ; 
but  few  interesting  monuments  now   remain.    There  are  mural 
stones  to  tlie  memor)'  of  Bishops  Scambler  and  Overall,  Between 
the  ninth  and  tenth  pillars,  reckoning  from  the  west,  was  a  chapel, 
now  thrown  open,  where  is  an  altar  tomb,  deprived  of  its  brasBta^ 
under  ivliich  was  interred  Sir  James  Ihhart,  who  was  attortie3»> 
geoeml  to   King  Henry  the  Seventh.    Till  the  reformation  thii 
chapel  was  the  chantry,  belonging  to  the  Hobart  family.     In  Jcvus 
rA^rpf/ stands  a  tomb,  removed  from   tlic  chapel  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  erected  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Thomas  }\)/ndhxim^  who 
was  knighlcd  by  Sir  Edward  Howard,  in  the  fourth  year  of  King 
Henry  the  Eighth;  he  die*!  at  his  seat  of  Felbrigge,  October  25» 
1j21.     Among  other  cekbratcd  persons,  whose  place  of  sepuU 
ture  is  in  this  churdi,  may  be  noticed,  John  Hej/don,  Esq.  a 
great  fiivourite  of  Edward  the  Fourth  ;  Sir  ifcnri/  Hn/d^m,  Knt. 
who  buill,  at  his  own  cxpence,  SfiUhousf  Church ;  Sir  HVfiam 
BolnfUf  Kilt,  great  grandfather  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  Sir  Roger 
Bigodf  Knt.    sewer  to  King   Henry    the   First.     Some  writen 
bave  staled  he  wus  buried  in  the  cloister  walk,  and  a  niche  b 
still  to  be  seen  there,  in  which  was  the  £gure  of  a  knight  m  a 
praying  posture ;  Sir  Waiter  de  Bemey,  Calthorp,  Bosvile^  Ba- 
conthorpe,  cVc.  ice, 

III  the  chapel  called  our  Ladi/  the  Icsf^  is  an  arched  niUT«l 
niODumeiit  to  Sir  William  Beauchamp,  the  foundcrj  who  lived  hi 

tlie 


VOEFOLK.  ^^^^  lift 

ttjc  retgns  of  Edwar*1  Ibc  First,  and  E4l>K^r(l  the  Second*    la  lUe 
sottih  aUe,  on  a  flat  stooep  is  this  ioscriptioi],  in  black  letter ; 

"  Uncler  IIjL*  stoq 

LrVn  John  KtiaptoHy 

Who  died  iiist, 

Tlte  XXVIII  of  Autrust 

M.D.XC.auUoa 

Of  thi^  church  Peii-caaoti.** 

Qf  that  foll^,   which  inscribed  sepulchral  'stones  too  oQeii 
Ltniiiiemuratcs,  ati  instauce  occur^j   in  the  south  aile: — "Mary, 
kiugiiter  of  Anthony  Lavcday,  of  Cheston  iu  SuJlblk,  Geot.  died 
OcL  23,  1639: 

Hast  r^^ader^  and  away  for  ftaif 
Jjp^l  thou  dast  turn  iUplat&r, 
For  here  love^  grace,  and  wit. 
In  a  true  virgin  knot  were  knit.* 

The  fotlowiog  ts  a  specimen  of  tiiat  burlesque  on  gcouioe  wit, 
d  punningt  which  was  carried  to  a  great  length  in  the  seven- 
th centur>'.     **  Uenry  Bctt,  Gent,  principal  register  to  the 
biibop  of  Nonirich,  died  iti  }629. 


« 


My  time  '^  »bortp,  tlic  longer  is  my  rest, 
God  calls  thero  soonest,  ^hom  he  loves  Btii. 


As  a  contrast,  compare  the  foUowiog,  cm  a  flat  stone  in  St* 
Luke*  Chapel.     "  Ann  IJarsnet,  lb4l ; 

Hc^avcn  has  her  rharitie, 
Tlie  gtHid  her  fame, 
Tlie  church  Iicr  piety. 
This  jstone  her  name." 

•re  Bishop's  Palace,  on  the  porlh  side  of  the  collegiate 
precinct,  is  not  the  one  built  by  the  founder  of  the  catbedml, 
though  it  &tanda  upon  the  same  site.  Tiie  original  building  was 
pulled  dowiif  and  a  larger  structure  erected  by  Bishop  Salmon, 

in 
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in  the  year  ISIS.  Thk  ^vas  aflerwardt  rrpaired  by 
Tolington»  and  successivt'ly  omamcukd  by  Bishojw  HarU  Golil- 
wcllf  and  Parkbursl;  whos€  amis  ivere  emhl;izoned  in  the  diftcrcnt 
windows,  la  the  rcbellioa  it  |xiilook  of  lh«  General  injuries 
whicli  were  committed  on  ecclesiastical  buildings  by  the  faoal 
sjijrit  of  the  tinie«.  The  greater  part  was  let  out  in  tenement 
and  the  grand  Imll  converted  into  a  ineetiog-botise;  as 
from  one  Wayneford,  a  comber,  being  convicte<l  beiorc  the 
mayor, for  ^>reachitig  blasphemy  in  it,  in  the  year  \656.  This  room, 
which  was  110  feet  inlenglli,  and  tJo  feet  wide,  was  al  that  time 
demolished,  and  tTie  lead,  with  other  materials  sold,  Al  the  ns*] 
toratlon,  Bisliop  Reynolds,  with  some  difficulty  and  great  ex- 
]ience  made  tils  palace  habitable*  Bishop  Trrmnel  made  consi* 
derable  improvements,  which  were  continued  by  Bbho|>  Gooch : 
so  that  al  present  it  is  a  neat  and  convenient  residence.  For- 
merly there  was  a  covered  way,  vaulled  with  slonc  like  the  cloisters 
from  the  door  of  the  north  transept  of  the  cathedral  to  the 
entrance  of  the  grand  hall. 

Episcopal  Chapel, — Jesus  chapel,  in  the  cathedral, 
originally  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  prelate;  but  In'tng  foi 
inconvenient.  Bishop  Salmon  creeled  Root  Iter  near  the  palace. 
Tn  this,  whicli  was  one  hundred  aud  thirty  feet  lon^,  by  thirty 
broad,  was  buried  the  fonnder,  uiid  several  other  prelates*  In 
1^19,  it  was  licensed  for  the  Walloon  congregation.  During  the 
rebolh'on  it  was  greatly  injured,  and  its  line  painted  windows 
mutilated.  Bishop  Hall,  io  his  treatise  called  "  Hard  Measure,^ 
stales  that  SbGrlW  To/ts^  aud  Alderman  £jn</«r^,  attended  t^lth 
many  zealous  followers,  violently  entered  bis  chapel  to  search  for 
reliques  of  idolatry,  and  superstitious  pictures ;  and  by  wiioni  he 
was  informed,  that  the  windowa  were  full  of  ofTens^e  images 
which  must  be  demolished.  On  the  pious  prelate  remonstrating 
that  they  were  harmless,  as  being  merely  pictorial  representa- 
tions of  ancient  and  worthy  bishops,  he  received  for  answer, 
tlmt  fliey  were  popes,  for  every  dioctsan  btsh&p  was  a  pope. 
The  bishop,  however,  prevailed  so  far  as  to  preserve  the  t)odi 

allow  ii 
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«U9wiig  the  heeds  to  be  takvn  off*.  Had  he  foreseen  wimt  wag 
Id  happen,  he  need  not  have  been  so  tenacious,  for  soon  after- 
wards tiie  windows  were  broken  m  pieces,  the  lead  roof  sold, 
and  the  bvildhig  so  much  demolished,  that  Bbhop  Re}'noIds  was 
aoder  the  necessity  of  taking  it  down,  ard  erecting,  in  the  ycMi 
1662,  the  present  chapel,  whkli  stands  a  little  to  tlie  northward 
of  the  ancient  site.  In  this,  the  founder  and  his  successor,  BUkop 
Sforrow,  lie  interred.  The  former  is  commemorated  by  a  mural 
Bonuaieot  with  his  bust,  and  a  hitin  inscription ;  and  the  latter 
has  a  timiiar  memorial. 

The  PsiORT,  built  by  Bishop  Herbert  Losinga,  about  the 
year  1101,  for  siity  monks  of  the  Benedicthie  order,  to  officiate 
b  Ibe  cathedral,  stood  on  tlie  south  side  of  it,  in  what  at  pre* 
•cut  ii  called  the  lower  close.  On  pullmg  down  the  workhonse, 
in  the  year  1804,  to  improve  the  entrance  to  the  deanery,  some 
ntina  were  discovered,  su)iposed  to  have  been  remains  of  tlie 
lefectory,  aad  dormitory  of  tliat  once  celebrated  monastery* 
The  shafts  of  three  massive  clustered  pillars,  each  mne  feet  loag» 
ave  preserved,  and  exhibit  interesting  specimens  of  the  architecture 
<if  theage.  Tlicse  appear  to  have  been  painted  witii  a  green  colour, 
&c.  and  the  sculptured  capitals  to  have  been  gilt.  The  lieautiful 
Doof  was  nearly  perfect,  but  few  of  the  internal  decorations  could 
be  traced  with  acairacy.  Some  s|)ecinicns  of  Norman  archi- 
tecture were  found,  which  corroborate  the  conjecture  that  it  was 
Ibe  origfaial  building  of  Herbert  Lnsiugaf-  At  the  general  sup- 
pression, the  revenues  of  the  mouiislcry  were  seized  by  the  crown ; 

but 

*  This  aeconnts  for  a  circumstance,  whirli  ha^  been  nsnafly  more  no- 
tieed  than  satisfactorily  explained :  Why,  in  mam'  rcIf<2;ion:s  edifices  the 
cAgiesin  tlM  windows  are  destitute  of  facG«?  Uiote  parts,  in  many  instanceff, 
beiqg  supplied  uith  a  piece  of  white  glass. 

.  t  Three  prioti,  reprcsentuig  a  plan,  with  architcctnral  elevation,  and 
details  of  the  building  above  alluded  to,  are  published  in  the  fifteenth 
vohune  of  the  Archaeolou^ia,  from  very  accurate  drawings  by  Mr.  J.  A. 
Repton.  A  particular  descripiion  is  a!50  given  by  the  same  ingenious 
arcUtectBral  antiquary,  with  some  additional  *'  obKrvations''  bj  the  Rev. 
W.  Gibson,  of  Colncv,  near  Norwich. 
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but  the  prior  anti  monks  being  converted  into  n  dean  and  pre^ 
beiidtrrtes^  life  former  were  restored,  and  WilUam  CasQcion.  ih^ 
last  prior,  became  the  tirst  dean«  A.  D«  1538. 

In  that  part  of  the  precinct  caUed  the  CawMm,  w»  a  ChRpcl 
built  prior  to  the  time  of  Bishop  Herbert,  on  tlie  srite  of  nhic 
was  erected  by  that  prelate,  a  Church,  which  fie  gave  to  i 
priory,  called,  from  il»  situation,  Si,  Marif  itt  the  Msrnk. 
small  fragment  of  this  was  lately  standing* 

The  ChARNEL-HoUSB,  now  apfiropriated  to  the  tree-uhwi, 
at  the  west  end  of  the  cathedral,  wa:^  founded  by  Shhap  Satwum^ 
nhout  llie  year  1SI6.  He  emlowed  it  for  four  priests^  oof 
whom  was  to  be  principal,  or  custos,  to  dn«  mass  for  hi$  ownsonf/ 
those  of  his  father  and  mother,  and  of  «11  \m  predeccdtor*  and 
successors  in  the  sc«,  for  ever.  It  consisted  of  a  diapt  with  vault 
bcnealh,  and  pro|K^r  otfices  for  the  residence  ot^  officiatiuir  p 
The  upper  part  of  the  charuet  whs  the  chapel,  and  the  umkr 
vault  used  for  Ihe  purpose  of  a  chamel-hinut:  the  sacrist  of  the 
cathedral  having  been  pcrniitled  to  bring  all  bones,  in  a  proper 
state  for  removal,  lo  ilcposit  there,  "  to  be  reserved  till  the 
of  resurrection,"  Tlie  present  portico  was  built  by  Bishop  Lyhi: 
The  under  charuel  house,  an  arched  vault,  supported  by  two  rows 
of  columns  fourlceu  feel  high,  is  now  used  for  cellars;  and 
apartmeuts  desigituted  fur  tlie  chantry  priests^  confcrtcd  into 
dwelling  house  for  the  master  of  the  school. 

St.  Ethklbert^s  Parochial  Chitrch  was  erected 
terior  to  llic  cathcdnrl,  as  appears  by  the  pari^ih  bciug  partL 
Included  Within  the  precinct.  It  was  burut  down  in  the  grand 
civic  insurrection  in  the  year  \'27'2,  In  lieu  of  which  the  citizens 
were  compelled,  among  other  restitutions,  for  the  injuries  they 
hud  committed,  to  build  the  present  handsome  Gate,  vtith  the 
chapel  over  it,  dedicated  to  St.  Elhelberl,  It  consists  of  a  pointed 
arched  gateway,  having'  a  handsome  billetted  moulding  n  t  : 
on  circular  columns,  ami  on  each  side  a  crocket  ted  pointed  n  -  i 
Over  these  is  a  handsome  fujcia,  decorated  with  five  nicbi 
which  were  formerly  orDumeuted  with  statues,  aud  surmounft 
with  crockctted  pediments  ;  the  cenlinl  figure  only  now  rem 
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U  used  a&  tlie  bishop's  rcgistrary.  Exclusiire  of  this 
W€T€  frtrnierly  four  olhcr  gates  belonging  lo  ibc  precinct. 
One  MOW  demolished  M  into  9t.  VedataUbne ;  uuollier  leads  |o 
St  Gile&S  ho&pital ;  a  third  oytem  into  St.  Martin's  plain;  and  u 
fourth  face*  the  w<^sient  end  of  the  calhedraL  The  latter  in 
Cidletl  Erpin^hams  Galr,  from  hating  been  built  by  Sir  Thomas 
|£rpiD«lmiii,  Knt.  as  a  penjince  for  kiA  being  an  abettor  of 
LnlLnrdisni,  or  favourer  of  WjcklifFe. 

This  is  a  pecutturly  ctegant  specimen  of  tJie  nrdiitecture  find 
Millpture  of  tlie  time.     It  serves  itl$o  as^  memorial  of  religious 
^ustomi.     Its  elevation  displays   a  tofiy  pointed  arch,  which   it 
iricbvd  Willi  culumns,  mouldings,  and  numerous  snmlt  stutueis  in 
inopied  niehes.  The  spandrils  are  also  highly  decorated  with  tra- 
cery mouldings,  toclosiijg  shields,  &:c.  and  the  whole  k  inclosed  in  u 
5  ^    '*  lURrefnirae,  with  semi-octagonal  bultre&9e9i    Each  of  these 
into  four  compartments,  all  of  which  are  covered  with 
),  niches,  shields,  pedeitaU,  ^c.  and  on  numerous  scrolU 
Ibe  word  Ptena.     Over  the  centre  arch  is  a  pediment,  which 
r^iiis  a   fifie  canopied  niche  in  the  middle,  with  a  statue  of  Sir 
TlioDias  Erpingham *,  mrho b represented  in urmour,  kneeling,  having 

Iliis  hands  clasfw^d  m  the  act  of  praying.  On  the  north  corner,  is  the 
cHigy  of  a  trcvhr  priest  with  his  scholar,  said  to  be  erubleiiiatic 
of  the  industry  of  the  seculars  ;  and  on  the  opposite  side,  that  of 
m  monk  'm  an  idle  posture,  representative  of  the  slate  of  thoM 
firiests  who  were  dignified  with  the  name  of  regulurt* 

] Of 


*  Tl^  oaiiie  of  tlib  distinji^uldied  kni^ltt  doci  not  appenr  tu  the  popalir 
ttlstoriet  of  England.    I'o  hb  prow^fsi  aud   fiimc,   the  French  cbreiiiderft 
Iwre  done  ampltt  jiLstke.     TUo  brillianry  mid  almost  Uie  f^te  of  tlic  battle 
iV^coiTTt,  b  aiciibcd  by  Moiistrelct  und  FroiMart  to  the  ability  of  Sir 
^boiixis  Ei'|>in^bar}i»  in  bl&  admiratile  tlbposition  of  the  arcliers,  supported 
ihe  lucii  iLt  arms.     A   ludtcrunA  ^tory  of  thi«   kiiigbt  and  bis  lady,  vvilU 
iiiir»  John  and  KieUitrd,  is  copied  in  BJomefteld's  History  of  Norfolk^  from 
rwood'A  rttfiottt  lllttor^  <af  lyoinen.    Coleman,  Jun.  has  vet^ified  it  in 
witry.  aiitl  cptgranimatical  f lyle ;  and  puMtnlied  it,  wttit  «tl»fr 
r|if>eu»,  in  u  «ni«II  ruluiue,  etitiUed^  *^ Broad  Griui.' 
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Of  the  many  religinm  ht^turs,  wliich  once  ffrinoed  Um 
tievolion  and  charity  of  Uie  place,  few  vestiges  now 
materials  willi  uliitli  (hey  were  erected*   Biid  llie  rvveitucs 
whicb  Ibcy  vvcre  supported,   have  Ijeen  long  nppropriiittd 
other  mta.    By  wtioni  tliey  were  fiiuud€<l,  and  by  wliom 
pressed ;   who   were  their  diftlio^iahed    (eiiuiit%    ainl   td   wbl 
scenct  the  latter  were  once  occupied^  rentttiiia  upon  record. 

The  site  of  the  White  Friara  U  itearly  all  built  upon,  and 
listl  is  converted  into  a  meeting- bo tk»e,  used  by  a  crmigregalioo  ^ 
liitptists,  who  tuive  a  siiiall  burial-place  on  the  suuih  side;  an 
the  remainder  of  the  dutster  now  forms  u  cellar  to  a  puldic- 
Soiiie  psirl  of  the  Caltr^r  of  St.  Maty  in  t/ir  Fielda  i»  jet 
htgj  and  \n  Ibe  windows  of  the  great  lioU  nre  the  arms  of 
noble  families ;  as  ConiwalU*,  Southwell,  jiimI  lloharl;  in  wbi 
lallcr  fHmily  Ihc  pro^ierly  is  now  vesl^'d.  The  site  of  the 
of  St,  Leonardos,  built  by  Bisliop  Herbert*  cunUintiig  fourt 
acres*  is  walled  in,  and  part  of  the  ruinated  gate-bouse  standi 
Of  the  monastery  of  black  or  preaching  friarst  more 
perhaps  Ihati  of  any  friary  in  the  kingdom.  The  cloister,  iodd 
ding  a  place  of  sepulture,  is  on  the  north  side  of  llie  churctl 
Tlie  coovaitual  kitchen  in  l6*Z5,  was  appointed  as  a  place 
hiduslry  for  the  poor,  siuce  which  tune,  various  appropri;vliou( 
have  been  snooessively  made.  The  Church,  a  most  noble  an; 
beautiful  pile,  is  still  integral,  except  the  steeple,  which  fell  dow 
November  tJie  6lb,  1712.  Bui  as  this  has  loi^  been  desecrai 
It  will  be  hereafter  descnbed  under  its  present  ap}ielhitton  of  ^ 
Andrew's  Halt. 

Among  the  numerous  cburcbes  tn  this  city,  few*  afler  the  cath< 
dral*  arc  deserving  particubr  altcjitiou,  as  architectural  objccta 
The  churches  are*  St»  Peter's  Hungute,  St.  Sunon  and  St.  Jude'i 
St.  George's  in  Tombland,  St.  Martin  s  in  the  Phin*  St*  Edrnuud'ai 
St.  James's,  St,  Paul's*  St.  Saviour's,  St.  Clement^,  St.  George' 
St.  Aagusline's,  St.  Martin's*  St.  Mary's*  St.  Michael's*  St.  Pete 
MaucroA*  St.  Giles's.  St.  Bcnuet's.  St.  Swithia's,  St.  Margaret* 
St.  JUiwreace^  St.  Gregory 's«   St,  John  the  Baptist's,  Madd 
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larkd,  St.  Andrew's,  Si.  Michael's  at  Pica,  SL  Pelcr's  South- 
f  '^  ^r  EllK'ircd'9,  SL  Julian's,  St  Peter's  |>er  Moaiilergate,  St, 
ire  Lfss,  Sl.Jolm*sTmiberliilJ,  All  SainU',  St.  Michael's 
t  'ilioiti,  Si.  John  the  Baptist's  and  IJoly  Sepulchre,  St.  Stepheo 
he  Proto-marl}T*s,  nnd  the  Dutch  church. 
St.  Jur.iAN's  CHUBCHr  founded  Hnlcrior  to  the  Conquest* 
ms  given  by  King  Steptien  to  the  nunuery  of  Carbow.  It  ex- 
ifliiU  some  specunens  of  Sa\oii  archilectuf  e, 
Tliie  church  of  St.  Peter  Mancropt,  is  a  large,  regular, 
Mt<ho^w  building';  and  next  to  the  cathedral,  i^  distinguished 
br  its  tTiperiority  in  aize  uiid  architecture  to  uny  of  the  sacred 
nicturc4  in  Utis  city.  It  stands  ou  an  elevated  spot  at  the  south* 
C9t  Gornrr  of  the  Market-pbcc.  Blome6eld  states,  that  it  wns 
toiBbed  and  consecrated  in  the  year  1455.  It  consists  of  a  sijuare 
•t  :t  tlic  west  emU  one  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  a  body, 

,       ^i  of  a  nave,  choir,  and  chancel,  measuring  two  hundred 
twelve  feet  in  length,  by  seventy  in  width.     On  the  nortli 
«Hilh  sides  are  entrance  porches.    The  altar  is  ornamented 
ft  painting  representing  the  deliverance  of  St.  Peter  from 
It  was  executed  by  Cattou,  and  given  to  the  church 
n  Starting,  in  the  vear  1 J6S,     Among  the  sepulchral 
\$t  bere  b  one  raised  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Thomas 
NE,  who  died  October  \i),  l682,  aged  77  years, 
Oa  ft  bnsB  plate,  in  the  south  ante,  are  the  following  lines : — 


*'  Here  UicnARO  Anguish  sleepes,  for  vrhom  alyva 
Korwidi  aorj  CAnitiritli^  latlt*^  seem'd  to  i^trive  ; 
Both  ca11e<1  him  son,  A%  seemed  well  they  migiit. 
Berth  dciillenu;«(l  tn  \m  t>Te  an  eqnatl  right : 
Norwich  gave  birth,  and  taught  liini  well  to  speakc, 
T|«e  moth«r  Engtisht  Lsitlne  plira»e,  and  Greeke 
Cambridge  with  arts  adonied  bis  ripening  age, 
Pcfzvcs  and  judgement  in  tkcaaered  page ; 
Yft  jains  the  vaiitafie  of  the  strife, 

Whi '         !    ill'  eoderly  whrre  begaitu  hi^  life." 

Sept.  XXini,  A^  Dnt  1610. 
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Hie  Church  of  St.  Lawrence  stands  npon  tbc  ipot,  whicb 
at  a  remote  period  was  the  quay  for  landiDg  all  fish  broa^l  to 
the  city.  At  that  time  Ihe  tithes  of  the  fishery  niust  haTC  been 
considerable;  for  Alfric,  Bishop  of  East-Anglia,  in  the  year  1038^ 
granted  the  quay,  staiihe,  and  hagk  to  the  Ahbey  of  SL  EdmondV 
Bary,  on  condition  that  the  abbot  would  erect  a  chnidi.. .  The 
conventual  chapter,  on  the  fulfilment  of  the  cooditMn,  obtained 
.possession  of  the  grant ;  and  bestowed  the  rectory  on  one  of  Ifaeir 
own  body,  rcservuig  a  last  of  herringi  to  be  annually  paid  to  the 
monastery.  This  quit-reut  was  compounded  for  in  the  rdgo  of 
■Henry  the  Third,  by  the  cellarist  of  the  convent,  on  the  yearly 
payment  of  forty  shillmgs.  From  this  payment  the  rectoiy  wai 
released  in  -  the  time  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  on  account  of  the 
smallness  of  the  profits.  The  present  regular  and  handsome 
Church  was  erected  in  the  year  1472,  at  the  ex  pence  of  the  Mo- 
nastery of  St  Edmund's  Bury,  aided  by  private  benefiMtioai, 
Tlie  tower  is  a  bold  square  bailduig,  one  hundred  and  twelvs 
feet  ill  height  Over  the  west  door  are  several  figures  sculptoieii 
in  stone.  Previous  to  Ihe  civil  war,  the  cAurcli  was  highly  deco- 
xated  with  various  altars,  tabernacles,  &c.;  and  tlie  windowi 
ornamented  with  |)ainted  glass.  In  l64d,  the  conununionxaili 
were  broken  down,  the  floor  of  the  chancel  taken  up,  and  the 
stained  glass  defaced.  In  the  parish  register  is  this  entry :  **  Laiil 
out  to  Goodman  Perfttt,  for  the  putting  out  of  the  superstitious 
inscriptions  in  the  church  windows,  and  the  pulling  down  of  cru- 
cifixes. Is.  8d  *."    In  this  church  are  several  monuments. 

Norwich,  like  many  other  ancient  places,  is  indebted  to  mo* 
nachism  for  numerous  charitable  institutions.    Among  these  is 

The  Free  Grammar  School  which  was  originally  founded 
by  Bblio])  Salmon;  A.  D.  1 325,  and  annexed  to  a  small  collegiate 
chantry.  At  the  Dissolution,  a  provision  was  made  for  masters  to 
be  employed  in  the  education  of  youth.  For  this  purpose,  in 
the  first  year  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  the  city,  by  the  hospital 
charter,  were  obliged  to  appropriate  a  portion  of  their  revenues. 

The 
*  Blomefield's  Essay,  Vol.  IV.  p.  3C0. 
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Tbe  school  vttis  first  kepi  lu  the  fratry  of  tfae  suppressed  convent 
of  the  Friars  Preachers.  But  afterwards  the  charnel-house  was 
approprialed  lo  that  use ;  ibe  houses  of  *lhe  chaplains  being  filled 
«ip  for  the  master,  and  the  chapel  appropriated  for  the  schooU 
Toom.  The  nmster  has  Hfty  pounds  a-year,  and  the  use  of  a 
bonne ;  and  the  usher  has  ou]y  thitlv  pounds  a-year.  \l  is  fur- 
ther endowed  >vilh  scholarships  and  fello>vsliips  belonging  to 
[  Cains  Colle^,  in  the  university  of  Cambrid^. 

Tlic  Boys*  Hospital,  situated  iu  the  parish  of  St.  Ednmi^d 

of  Fishcrgale^  owes  its  rise  lo  Thomas  j4nginsh,  who  wa$  mayor 

of  the  city  to  the  year  l6lU     By  his  will,  l>earingdate  the  *2Qd 

of  June,  l()17,   in  the  year  l6C8,  it  was  incorporated   under  the 

lillc  of  "  The  Chiidrms  Jhspitalin  Ihc  cily  of  Nonvicb,  of  the 

fouadaliou  of  King  Clmrlcs."     By  the  charier  the  trustees  were 

allowed  to  purrhkise  luncls,  and  Jiold  them  in  niorlmatn  to  a  cer* 

tain  extent.     By  this  establishment  fourieun  boys  i^'ere  to  be  fed, 

clothed*  and  educiited;   and   by  the  laudable  niamigcment  of  the 

inttion,  and  from  additional  bencfuctioua,  the  revenues,  in 

[074!2,  amnuutcd  to  HUl.  1(js,  Sd.per  annum  ;  and  the  number  of 

rbojs  was  augmented   lo  thirly-i>ix.     Since  that  time  both  havii 

tlicei  gfeaUy  increased. 

The  tnicriplion  over  the  door  of  the  Girls*  Hospital,  sHu- 
ated  in  Golden-Dog-lane,  ascribes  its  first  endowment  to  Robert 
Moron,  who  was  mayor  of  this  cit)'  in  tlie  year  l64<9.  It  provide* 
for  llie  boarding,  clothing,  educating,  and  teaching  to  work,  A 
ccrtoin  number  of  female  children.  This  chanty  abo  does  credit 
lo  the  oianagers.  Two,  the  tirst  number,  was,  m  1 74'2,  increased 
to  twenty-one ;  and,  as  the  income  iiaa  been  augmented,  more 
children  have  been  re-gidarly  added,  TJieyare  decently  ctothtd 
iu  blue,  uud  taught  under  a  matron  to  read,  spin,  seWj  &c.  so 
MB  to  prepare  I  hem  for  useful  services^ 

St*  Giks'Sf  commonly  called  the  Old  Mens'  HospiTAt, 
was  founded  by  Bishop  Sutfield,  A.  D.  J  2 19.  It  stands  on  the 
nortl>-€»si  side  of  the  catliedral«  and  at  present  consists  of  the 
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hot^pilal  diureb,  fvliidi  Las  a  square  tower  at  the  soulb-wcit 
comer.  The  choir  is  convcrletl  hito  lodgings  for  Ibe  women,  and 
part  of  ihc  uave  and  aik^  for  ihe  men ;  llie  remaining  part  lieio^ 
still  used  for  divine  worship.  By  tliis  charily,  pmvisioii  is  made 
for  fifty  aged  men,  aud  bIso  for  liAy  aged  women,  who  are  under 
the  government  of  a  master,  elecled  by  Ihe  corporation.  lo  « 
charter  of  incorporation  this  hospital  is  called  God*t  House:  ao 
ample  list  of  its  endowmeiils  may  be  found  in  Blomefield. 

Doughty's  Hospital,  situated  in  the  parish  of  St.  Saviotir, 
was  founded  in  pursuance  of  the  will  of  William  Doughty,  gent, 
dated  April  25,  1517»     I"  this  ciiy  are 

Twelve  cknrily  schools  supported  by  the  interest  arising  from 
past  donations,  casual  benefactions,  and  annual  subscriptions.  In 
these  numbers  of  poor  children  are  dothed,  maialakied,  and  edu< 
cated. 

Besides  the  preceding,  here  are  many  other  public  charities  and 
^tienefactions ;  the  enumeration  of  which  would  evince,  that  the 
ipiritof  beneficence  is  not  fled,  nor  the  hand  of  liberality  closed. 
Out  of  those  which  do  honor  to  niocleru  timejs,  may  be  selected 
the  JnfirfAary,  or  hospital  for  tiie  reception  of  the  sick ;  and  Bc4^ 
Iffm,  an  asylum  for  lunatics. 

Tlie  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  a  large  brick 
building,  stands  without  St.  Sie]jhen's  Gale,  and  ^vas  erected  tti 
1772,  by  voluntary  contribution,  at  tlie  ext>ence  of  13,3231. 8s.  1  id. 
A  new  wing,  which  was  added  in  1S02,  completed  the  original  plan. 
For  transacting  Ihe  business  of  Ihe  house,  the  governors  meet 
every  Saturday;  and  on  the  same  day  the  physicians  and  surgeons 
attend  to  admit  in-patients ;  and  every  Tuesday,  to  prescribe  to 
fuchas  have  been  admitted  out-palients.  From  a  general  abstract 
of  the  register  it  appears,  that  from  the  time  of  its  beiu;;  first  opened 
for  out-patients,  July  lUli,  and  for  in-patients  November  the 
7th,  177'^i  till  the  tnd  of  the  year  ISOf),  a  period  of  thirty-lour 
years,  there  have  been  on  Ihe  admission  list  of  out-patients 
10,961 ;  and  of  in-palienls,  li,3i4;  making  the  total  number 

25,30i. 
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t?i,305.  Out  of  which  l6,i27  have  been  disclmrgtd  ai cured,  aud 
^»596  relieved — The  number  of  patients  has  been  much  in- 
«:reasmg,  as  appears  by  the  average  slalement. 

Bethlehem  Hospital^  or  as  usually  called,  Bedlam,  was 
Ceisoded  agteeabty  to  the  request  of  her  husbaud,  by  the  widow 
<if  the  Rev.  Sauiuel  Chtipman,  rector  of  Thorpe  l>y  Nonvich,  m 
the  year  1713,  "  for  the  convenieut  reception  and  habitation  of 
lunalicSy  and  not  for  natural  born  foob  or  idiots.**    For  its  en- 
doviOKnt  she  !»ettled  by  will  all  her  estates  on  a  body  of  trustees^ 
who  were  to  bu\  e  the  management  of  the  house  for  ever.     As 
many  poor  lunatic'i  are  kept  here  j^ralis  as  the  funds  will  allow ; 
Abe  inhabitaub  of  the  city  being  first  eliglLiiej  and  after  those,  the 
•  Iru^ees  have  a  discretionary  power  of  cltcling  proper  objects  from 
any  prt  of  llie  county.    They  may  also  admit  others,  while 
there  is  room,  whose  frieuds  will  agree  to  pay  the  moderate  al- 
lowance of  four  shillings  and  sixpence  per  week.     A  committee 
room,  and  other  additions,  were  made  to  the  building  tu  the  yeaf 
1 S07 ;  and  the  funds  are  in  a  thriving  state* 

Tliis  city  may  be  said  to  (lossess  Ivvo  civic  theatres,  or  public 
places,  designed  for  the  meetings  of  the  rouriictpality:  the  GpiLO- 
Uall,  and  St,  Andrew*8  Halt,  The  former  was  originally  a 
fmall  thatched  building,  erected  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the 
market-tolls;  whence  it  took  the  name  of  the  Toll-booth,  In 
the  time  of  Edward  the  Third,  *'  a  room  built  of  dud,  and  co- 
vered with  straw,"  was  added  ;  and  it  was  then  dignitic<i  with  the 
appellation  of  the  Guild- Hall,  though  it  contained  ouly  suificieut 
titling  room  for  the  lirst  magistrdtc  and  sik  other  persons. 

In  Henry  the  Fourth's  linte,  A.  D,  1407»  u  committee  was 
formed,  and  a  warrant  granted  them,  to  raise  money  and  ptrM  all 
carpenten,  carters,  and  other  wmkmtnt  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
Guild-Hall;  and  the  same  year  the  arched  vaults,  designed  for 
the  city  prison,  were  raise<l ;  but  Ihe  whole  building  was  not 
completed  till  the  year  1453,  when  Ihe  *^indows  of  the  council* 
chamber  were  glared.  In  these  were  various  historic  and  emble* 
niatic  paintings^  allusive  to  Ihe  adminiitraUon  of  justice ;    but 
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Htlify  have  been  miserably  mulilaleil:  hvo  small  wiiitioirs  at  tb 
€«sl  enU,  being  all  lliul  rctiiiiin  pcrfecl.     This  room  is  oraamcftud 

I\\\\U  portraits  of  King  Williiun  and  Queeo  Mary,of  se^^mj  emtnro^ 
»ineii  of  the  country,  also  of  various  nmyors,  and  benefactor*  to  Ikie 
tity.    Ibu  rommon-coiiiicit  cbdmbcr  uud<;rweut  u  tliurougb  tc- 
puir  ill  tbc  ye:ir  \S06.  Iii  this  hull  the  assizes  nnti  quarter 
for  llic  city  are  held.     It  conttiitjs  the  m»\ar  9  otltcc  for  t 
wdaily  biubess,  nnd  till  elections  for  inayor$»  aldernieo^ 

coinmon-councilmen,  and  other  otficers;  and  hU  questtons  of  mv    *' 
mciU  Teldlive  to  the  city,  are  here  determined* 

I     St*  Andrew's  Hall,  called  in  some  mstaaces  the  AVar  C/it/r^i^^ 
is  a  noble  fabric,  and  was  formerly  lite  conventual  chttrch  of  tbe^^  -^ 
Bencilif  tine  monustery  of  Bbck-friars.     It  waa  fir»t  bei^an  in  tbc^^  ^^ 
J'car  1415,  by  Sir  Thomas  Eqiingham,  Kul. ;   and  fuiisbed  by  his^S*^ 
lon^  8tr  Robert  Erpingtiani,  who  was  rector  of  Bracon,  ami  st  mooia'  ^^ 
at  the  fnitcrnily.     It  cimsisis  of  a  nave  and  two  ailes,  which  re ^^" 

nmiti  nearly  perfect.     Formerly  it  had  a  handsome  steeplr,  ifshidmr%:=^ 

Iitood    ju    the  centre,   betneen   the  nave  nnd  choir ;    but  focv  ^^f 
^ant  of  repairing  attention,  it  fell  down,  November  6,  17 12.    Thiss»  «^^* 
■lies  are  setiaratcd  from  the  nave  by*ix  slender,  elegantly  propor— — '^  '^ 
tioned   columns,  which  support  th«  roof.    They  are  half  the  ^^^ 
lireadlh  of  the  nave,  uiuJ  of  the  same  leiiglh*     The  whole  "  is  ^^-^ 
•bout  one  lnnulre<l  and   twenty  fetl  long,   and  seventy    wide," 
vilhin  the  ivnils  •/'    There  are  fourteen  wmiiows  on  a  side  in  tbe 
upper  tier,  and  sit  in  the  lower ;  two  at  the  east  end,  and  three 
nt  the  west.     These  were  formerly  ornamented  wIlli  painted  glass, 
inoit  of  which  has  been  demolished  or  removed.     At  the  Dtsso* 
lution,  the  city»  through  the  interest  of  the  Duke  of  Norfblk» 
^pblained  a  grant  of  it  from  King  llciiry  the  Eighth,  in  the  thirty 
^hecond  year  of  his  reign,  '*  to  nutke  of  the  chtirth  a  fair  and 
^^Be  kali  for  tiie  mayor  and  his  brethren,  with  all  Lhe  citizens,  to 
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A  Companion  to  St.  Andrew's  Hall,  p.  Ki.—*'  Il  14  about  fifty  yiids 
>  and  thirty  wide."    Blomcfield's  E*^*ay,  Vol.  IV.  p.  544. — ^'  A  beauti- 

il  structure,  forty-one  yards  in  leaglli,  and  iweDty-thrce  wide**    Noffblk 

roar,  p.  109. 
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unto  at  a  comraou  assembly »  &c. 


167 
At  tliia  period  the 
choir  vnii  converted  iiilo  a  clmpt'l  for  \U*t  corporation  and  the  se- 
Tcral  guilds,  tu  hear  iiuiss  perfornied  inorniug  utid  evciiiug,  aitd 
nake  ilietr  respective  oHenngs.    The  ancient  and  nuineroug  guild 
of  St,  George  usually  Md  tlitir  nieetitig;  at  a  «tooc,  lately  re* 
novcd*  which  was  placed  in  tiie  south  ailc*,  over  Uje  graiii  oC 
Hubert  Bernard,  Esq.    Tiiis  guild  contpany,  Hal  associated  A.  D« 
1^85,  and  was  a  society  of  brethn^u  and  sister^  formed  in  lionor 
of  St.  George  the  Motti/r,  for  the  purpO!>es  of  charity  and  po*lhu- 
tnuus  pniyer.     lu  MIO,  they  received  a  charter  of  iiicor()oration« 
from  that  time  tlie  guild  was  in  great  repute ;  and  it  reckoned 
arnons;  iis  meinbers  some  of  the  first  per>>nA  of  ability,  rank, 
and  furtune :   dud  at  one  period  (heir  aiuiual  feasts  were  held  in 
the  grand  halt  of  the  bishops  palace.     In  1550,  they  granted  all 
their  temporals  to  the  ho»pitid  called  6WV  Home,  in  Ifuline- 
streeL     .Subsequent  to  the  Itrtonnation,  tiie  iiptrit  of  the  timc» 
being  changed,  it  assumed  more  the  form  of  a  municipal,  thai» 
of  8  religious  society,    la  173J»  the  company  resigned  iheir 
charter!*  into  the  hands  of  the  corporation;  their  plate  and  para- 
l»henuiha  were  sold,  their  debts  paid,  and  their  meetings  entirely 
In  the  year  ]544«  the  first  mayors  feast  was  held  in  St* 
LDdrew*s  Hall«     A  suniptuou^  dinner  was  given  lu  ttie  fourth  year 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,    to  (he   Duke   of   Norfolk  and  numeroua 
ability  and  gentry :  the  portion  of  expencc  which  came  to  the 
mayors  share  amounted  to  iL  i2s.  9d.!!     The  bill  of  fare  ex- 

kfiibits  a  striking  ditfercnce  between  the  price  of  provisions  at  that 
|)eri<>d  and  the  present  f.  In  167I,  King  Charles  the  Second, 
krith  bis  Queen,  and  many  of  tlie  nobility,  were  eatertaiaed  in 
the  new  hall.  At  several  diil'crent  periods,  between  the  years 
11650  and  1700,  the  mayor  and  eor|)oratiou  haxe  proclaimed  lhi» 
k  L  4  Imll 
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^  In  the  corner  of  this  oile  is  a  carving  in  wood  of  St  George  aiid  Uiu 
^ngoo,  with  the  arms  of  St  George  puioted  beneatli,  executed  l^y  ordar 
flf  the  companyi  \G&iu 


peef  WHS  Wivu  eighipence  per  btonci  and  flour  fixpeace  p«r  bushel. 
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hall  "  n  public  exchange,  for  llie  dispatch  of  business  betwe^""** 
inercbauts  and  Invclosmcn ;"  the  last  lime  of  such  proclamation  ^*-" 
beiug  made,  was  iu  1723.  In  1774,  this  building  uiulerv er^^^ * 
alterations,  and  received  some  additioos.  The  old  gateway 
the  wall  next  to  Bridge-street  were  taken  down,  the  present  porcl 
erected,  and  the  room  over  it  fitted  up  as  the  city  library,  ii 
which  the  court  of  reciuests,  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts, 
at  present  held. 

In  October  1796,  the  hall  was  opened  as  a  corn  exchange; 
for  which  purpose  it  is  ut»ed  every  Saturday.  It  was  new  painted, 
and  the  pictures  cleaned  and  varnished,  m  IS06.  Al  the  ei 
end  is  a  full-length  p#jrlrait  of  Quren  Annef  au<t  another,  of  bei 
consort.  Prince  Gem'ge  of  Denmark,  Numerous  other  poriraitSp, 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  who  have  contributed  to  tbe  welfare  of 
the  county,  or  of  persons  who  have  filled  the  public  o^ces  of  the 
city  with  dignil)^  and  approbation,  painted  by  ditiercut  artists,  de- 
corate the  walls.  The  names  of  the  painters  are  Ileins,  Martin, 
Gainsborough,  Lawrence,  Opie,  Hoppner,  Smith,  Bardwell,  Stopper 
laer,  Adolphe,  Williams,  Catton,  and  Beechey.  In  the  centre,  over 
the  entrance  into  Avhat  was  the  Dutch  Church,  is  an  adniirable 
portrait  of  that  distinguished  ornament  of  his  country,  the  im- 
mortal Nelson,  with  this  inscriptioit :  "  This  best  likeness  of  the 
illustrious  hero,  and  the  last  for  which  he  ever  sat,  was  painted 
after  his  return  from  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  iu  the  year  1801,  by 
Sir  William  Beechey ;  and  confers  additional  lustre  on  the  pro- 
fessional abilities  of  that  eminent  artist/'  At  the  lower  end  of 
tlie  hall,  over  the  large  central  window,  is  displayed,  in  a  festoon 
form,  the  tri-coloured  flag  of  France.  It  is  the  ensign  of  Iho 
French  ship  La  Genereux,  of  74  guns,  which  was  captured  ux 
the  Medilcrranean,  in  the  year  I80O,  by  Sir  Edward  Berry. 

The  assizes'  for  the  city  were  formerly  held  in  this  hall ;  but 
have  for  some  years  past  been  removed  to  the  Guild  Hall,  in  tbo 
Market-place. 

Mi$C€Uaniou$  BdUdin^M,  S^c, — Fuller,  in  his  quaint  manner, 
observes,  alluding  to  the  buildings  being  at  his  time  for  the  most 
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jpArt  iHaldMid,  '*  Ndrwicb  b  like  a  great  volume  with  a  bad  revcr* 
iu)«in^»  at  best,  but  parcliiiietit  walU  about  it."  And  adds  a  whsh^ 
i#i  his  Worlhifs  of  Euj^hind,  tbat  *'  ihc  straw  of  the  city  inaVt 
in  due  tim<;,  advance  into  tifle;  and  thereby  \he  houses  be  better 
secured  aguinst  the  merciless  element  of  fire,  >\hose  furious 
ra^ng  is  seldom  bounded,  unless  by  tiie  want  of  fuel  to  feed 
ots,"  Could  the  author  have  visited  Norwich  in  the  year  1808, 
lae  might  have  spared  the  remark.  StiHi  however,  there  ar« 
xitany  ancieut  houses  and  some  of  those  ragged  buildings,  which 
^fibrd  picturesque  5u^*jects  for  the  pencil  of  the  artist,  and  of 
Jiistoric  inquiry  to  the  antiquary  and  topographer. 

T7ie  Totcer  in  the  Hospital  Meadow,  called  the  Dungeon,  or 
ow-Tower;  is  a  circular  building,  about  fifty-two  feet  hi 
Hct^ly  and  tweuty-four  feet  diameter,  with  a  round  spiral  stair- 
<^»Sfe  reaching  to  the  lop.  It  is  situated  at  the  eastern  extremity 
<^f  llie  city,  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Wensmn,  where  tlie 
stream  forms  a  considerable  angle.  There  caii  be  little  doubt, 
i:>ut  it  ivas  originany  an  advanced  post  and  watch  tower  to  the 
^^astte,  for  the  defence  of  the  river  pass.  Blomefield  thinks  it 
%Tas  built  "  ui  order  to  levy  the  lolls  then  belonging  to  the  prior 
3Uh1  church  ;"  and  says  it  was  used  as  a  prison  for  the  jurisdiction 
m^f  tlic  cathedral  •.  The  present  tower  is  stated  to  have  been 
tjuiti  ui  the  year  1390»  at  the  expence  of  the  city. 

The  Dukes  of  Norfolk  formerly  had  a  magnificent  palace  in  this 
ity.     It  was  made  a  ducal  residence  iq  tbe  time  of  Hejiry  the 

igbtb ;  but  pulled  down  in  the  year  l602,  when  a  more  slalely  pile 
erected  on  its  site,  by  Henry,  Duke  of  Norfolk.  This  was  soon 
^lierwards  defaced  by  his  grandson,  out  of  umbrage  taken  at  the 
c^oncluct  of  the  mayor,  who  refused  the  Duke's  company  of 
<Jomedian9  to  enter  the  city  with  trumpets,  &c.  From  that  lime 
it  WHS  entirely  neglected :  part  of  the  site  was  used  as  a  common 
«t£iUie,  and  the  remaining  buildings  hired  of  the  Duke  fur  the 
«^ity  workhouse;  but  since  the  poor-house,  iu  St.  Andrew's  pa- 
rish. 
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risli,  was  enlarged,  the  whole  site  has  been  lold,  and  built  on  hf 
differeut  proprietors.      Fuller  says  this  palace  was  the  largest  hm 
had  ever  seen  out  of  London.    Among  its  various 
Uons  for  amusement,  were,  a  theatre,  tewiis-court,  and 
bowling  alley.    The  latter  was  the  first  of  the  kind  id  £nglaiid  ^ 
and  when  Thomas,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  was  accused  of  aspiring  toe 
the  throne  of  Scotland,  by  his  intended  marriage  with  Alary^ 
Queen  of  Scots,  he  protested  to  Elizabeth,    that  when  in 
hawUng^Uey  at  Norwich,  he  considered  himself  equal  to  a  kmi 
of  Scotland. 

On  the  north  side  of  great  Newgate,  stands  SURBBT  HousK^ 
a  curious  s|»ecimen  of  domestic  arcbitecture ;  in  the  windows  ofr 
which  were  emblazoned,  on  glass,  many  armorial  bearings. 

Op|V)sitc  to  St.  James's  church  is  an  okl  house,  called  Fi 
tofgTs  Palace,  which  is  said  to  have  been  built  by  the  celebral 
Sir  John  FastuUr,  of  Caistor ;  aud  termed,  in  ancient  records, 
placr,  or  city  house. 

Among  the  modern  institutions  of  the  city,  is  one  entitled 
particular  notice,  as  serviug  to  shew  that  the  fine  arts,  aud 
sequcnlly  taste  and  elegance,  are  at  once  appreciated  and 
raged  so  far  fioni  the  metropolis.  This  is  a  "Society  of  Arthur 
the  members  of  which  have  made  an  annual  public  exhibition 
of  their  pictures  for  the  lust  three  or  four  yours.  Such  establisli- 
ments  must  be  beneficial  to  the  moral  aud  intellectual  stale  of 
society,  and  that  city  or  town,  which  supports  or  encourages 
them,  will  advance  its  dignity  and  fome.  If  they  were  more  pre- 
valent, we  should  see  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  life  further 
extended :  and,  instead  of  that  ugliness  and  deformity  which  dis* 
grace  ftiany  modern  alterations,  miscalled  improvements,  beauty, 
i;onsblcncy,  and  propriety,  would  be  introduced. 

Eminent  Natives  OF  Norwich. — ^To  sketch  the  actions 
and  characters  of  those  persons  who  were  born  in  this  city, 
and  have  distinguished  themselves  by  their  talents,  or  the  appli- 
cation of  them,  for  the  benefit  of  their  country,  would  furnish 
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SOfficknt  malerkU  for  an  inJercsling  volume  of  local  biogrupliy ; 
yH  to  |>as§  over  »a  iniportmit  a  topic,  m  Ihi^  descnptiaji  ot' 
9  plac^,  wou!<)  be  dceiiir<l,  b}  many  (>erHons«  a  cciisumble  oniis- 
Akin.  Brief  piarlicularb*  tliereAne.  are  lure  given  of  a  few  emi- 
^bot  mei),  who»  by  Ibcir  leamiugj  ^c.  have  reflected  digyily 
on   ihe  place  of  ihetr  birlli. 

William  Bateman,  belief  known  m  records  by  tlie  name  of 
ifiilium  df  I\'arwtc0f  from  the  place  of  bis  birtb,  was  son  ofWil- 
^km  Bak-iuan,  wha  served  ibe  oHicc  of  bailiO',  iind  in  132^,  repr«> 
^ft»lcd  tlie  city  iu  parliament.     Tbc  son  received  Ihe  nulipii^nts  of 
j^b  edacation  nmong  Ihe  motiks  at  Nor^vkb,  utid  was  afterwards  re- 
'  fKOved  to^tbc  University  of  Cambritlge,  where  he  studied  the  civil 
law,  and  look  tlie  degree  of  doctor  in  ibul  faculty.     He  was  early 
noticed  for  bis  genius  aiid  literary  acquirements,  and  was  collated 
to  tbc  arcbdeacotiry  of  Norwich  in  the  year  H12$.     Bishop  Ayr«^ 
tniue,  who  bud  given  him  this  preferment,  recommended  him  to 
ilome,  where,    by  his   e\emph»ry   contiiict,  he  so  disticiguiiibed 
if  115  to  be  sitccessivcly  appointed  to  several  offices  of  bigll 
lit  and  honor:  a%  chaphiiu  to  the  pnpe«  auditor  of  hii  pa!acc» 
of  Lincoln^  and  papal  muicio^  to  mediate  for  piace  iKtween 
Iward  the  Third  and  the  King  of  France.     On  the  death  of 
itbooy  de  Beck,  the  coavent  of  Norwich  unanimously  elected 
im  to  till  tlie  see,     lie  was  consecrated   by  Clement  Ihe  Sixth, 
Rome,  A.  D.   134i*     Having  resided  there  some  time  as  King 
dM-nrd's  plenipotentiary,  for  the  puqx>se  of  treating  with  lt)e 
nbassadors  of  Pl.ilrp  de   Valois.  the  Frenth  king ;  on  the  con- 
tusion of  ihe  treaty  he  relitrucd  to  England,  and  was  Ijouonr- 
Ay  received,  on  his  arrival  at  the  paUce,  A.  D.  1345.     He  whs 
idued  with  a  high  spirit,  and  was  very  tenacious  of  Ihe  perquisites 
id  privileges  of  the  see.     Rolicrt  de  Murley,  having  kilted  some 
of  Ihc  bishop  s  deer,  and  otherwise  infriiii;eil   upon  liis  manon^ 
rtl  under  Itie  l»sh  of  the  cousislorial  court ;    and  notwilhslund- 
ig  Ihc  ku3g  sent  prohibitory  lellcrs»    accompanied  by  menaces, 
^lay  the  proceedings,  tlie  powerfid  baron   felt  the   weight  of 
prelate  s  resenlmeut.    He  was  openly  excommunicated,  and. 
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to  make  liis  peac^,  was  constrained  to  do  puUk  penano,  bj 
ualkiug  through  the  prindpal  streets  of  the  dty,  bue-betdcdtid 
bare-footed,  beariag  a  wax  light  in  his  hand  of  sii  pomids  weight 
When  arrived  at  the  cathedral,  he  was  compelled  to  kneel  bdoR 
the  bitthop,  solicit  bis  pardon,  and  make  an  ample  oficring  vfm 
the  high  altar  for  his  olfence.  This  bishop  founded  and  endond, 
in  1347*  Trinity  Hall,  in  Cambridge,  for  the  study  of  diii 
and  canon  law,  and  induced  Sir  Edmund  de  GoDvile  to  koi 
and  endow  Gonvile  and  Caius  College,  in  the  same  UmfcnilJ* 
lu  the  year  1354,  being  sent  by  King  Edward  the  TUrd,  wilk 
Henr}-,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  to  acquaint  the  pope  with  the  ntdc 
of  the  king's  claim  to  the  crown  of  France,  and  his  ddeimintfioi 
to  support  it  by  force  of  arms,  he  died  at  Avignon,  a  dlyof 
Provence,  then  the  residence  of  the  Pope ;  and  was  buried  ii  Ibe 
cathedral  of  that  place,  A.  D.  1354. 

Mathew  Parker,  a  pious  aud  learned  divine,  and  ArcfabidHip 
of  Canterbury,  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  bora  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Saviour,  in  this  city,  August  6th,  1504.  Early  dep&if^ 
of  hb  father,  the  charge  of  education  devolved  on  his  mother,  vbo 
sent  him  to  the  grammar-school,  whence,  to  complete  his  studies 
lie  was  removed  lo  Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge,    There  b« 
made  a  rapid  progress  in  almost  every  kind  of  leaniing,  and  v» 
successively  graduated  in  arls  aud  divinity.  As  a  preacher,  he  eini- 
nently  distinguished  himself,  was  invited  to  court,  and  appointed 
chaplain  to  Queen  Ann  Boleyn,  throunli  whose  interest  he  ob- 
tained several  preferments ;    but  had  the  painful  office  assigned 
liim  of  seeing  his  royul  friend  and  patroness  brought  to  the  scaf- 
fold.   At  that  parting  scene  he  received  her  last  instructions  re- 
specting the  education  of  the  Princess  Kiiziibetli,  with  a  solemn 
injunction  "  to  see  that  she  was  brought  up  in  the  true  faith,  and 
fear  of  God/'    After  this,  in  the  year   1544,  he  was  chosen 
warden  of  his  own  college ;  and,  in  the  following  year,  made 
vice-chancellor  of  the  University.     Having  been  well  dbposed  to 
the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the  doctrines  and  discipline 
pf  the  English  church,  he  was  considered,  by  the  wise  regency, 

durm;{ 
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dnrfaig  the  minority  of  Edward  Ihe  SL^tli,  a  proper  person  to  aid 
by  his  councils,  ^nd  promote  by  hk  cxitmple,  tbc  great  work  of 
reforniattoti.  He  was  tirst  appointed  king's  cliaplain,  and  then 
preferred,  in  1552,  to  the  deanery  of  Lincoln.  Bui,  on  Ihe  ae- 
on of  Queen  Mary,  he  was  deprived  of  Im  honors  and 
cmolumenU,  and  forced  to  fly  from  bis  country,  to  avert  the  rjge 
of  his  relentless  persecutors*  In  the  succeeding  reign  his  auflfcr- 
gs  were,  in  some  measure,  compensated,  and  his  iideliry  in  the 
cause  of  reformalioT)  rewarded,  by  his  appointment  lo  a  station 
of  tJje  highest  digniry,«iiiotument,  and  responsihiUty,  His  claims 
Qpoo  government  were  of  a  promineul  kind  i  bis  merits  were  ge- 
nerally acknowledged^  and  the  dearth  of  proper  persons  to  fill 
the  great  spiritual  offices,  gave  to  both  qualifications  an  im|>erious 
support.  Though  the  queen  bad  a  latent  prejudice  to  matri- 
nooy,  and  was  decidedly  favorable  to  celibacy  in  the  clergy, 
yet  nht  nombaled  Parker,  who  was  a  married  man,  to  the  See  of 
Canterbury*  His  character  combined  two  trails,  which  mutually 
sdom  eadi  otlier — learning  and  religion.  He  was  a  strict  diitci- 
pliiuirian,  and,  on  that  account,  he  incurred  the  inveterate  hatred 
of  tlie  Earl  of  Leicester.  In  this  respect.  Fuller  facetiously  puns 
ypoii  his  name:  "  He  was  a  purker  indeed,  careful  to  keep  the 
fentei,  and  &hut  the  gates  of  dhcipUne  agaiust  ati  such  night* 
deaiertt  (Anabaptists  and  other  sectaries,)  as  would  invade  the 
rnme*  No  wonder  then,  if  the  tongues  and  pens  of  many  were 
wbetled  against  him,  whose  conipbiuts  are  beheld  by  discreet 
Oieoy  like  the  exclamations  of  tniantly  scholars  against  tlieir 
wmsteru  severity,  correcting  them  for  their  faults^."  In  ht8 
teoiehold  he  was  hospitahle  and  courteous,  and  having  laid  out 
large  sums  upon  the  repair  of  his  palace,  where  be  liberally  en- 
kertaiocd  several  ejected  bishops  mn\  ministers ;  he  was  charged, 

the  puritan  party,  as  *'  too  pontifical  in  his  buildings,  and  loo 
visli  in  his  feastings/'     Of  his  charity,  Ihe  numerous  donations 

le  he  lived,  and  the  benefactions  he  left  by  will,  bear  ample 

testimoDV. 


•  Fallcri  Charch  Hiilony  of  Brit,  Cent.  XVL  p.  H>8. 
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testimony.  Ever  anxious  for  the  proper  instruction  of  Ilie 
diurchcs,  lie  caused  the  sees  and  livings  to  be  filled  with  piom 
and  learned  meu,  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  poperj,  be  had 
the  Universities  {ilaced  under  strict  regulations ;  to  both  which 
learned  seminaries  he  was  a  warm  and  zealous  patron.  The  ndn* 
nble  nianuscripbi  which  he  collected,  aAer  they  had  been  dis- 
persed at  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries,  he  gave  to  the 
Itbrdry  of  (he  college  in  which  he  had  received  his  cducitiOD, 
where  they  are  now  deposited.  He  was  a  lover  and  promoter  of 
antiquarian  researches ;  and,  by  his  conduct,  proved  the  injoslice 
of  a  remark,  illiberally  made  on  antiquaries,  "  that  geoeiaUy 
they  are  either  superstitious  or  supercilious ;"  for,  with  profomid 
skill,  he  united  soundness  of  doctrine,  and  suavity  of  manBeis. 
Posterity  arc  indebted  to  his  pen  for  that  excellent  book»  called 
"  Antiqmtatea  Britannicne*'  a  work  in  which  he  hath  laid  down 
tliose  historical  documents,  by  which  the  errors  of  the  Romish 
church  may  be  for  ever  satisfactorily  refuted,  upon  its  own 
ground  of  tantamount  antiquity.  No  person  of  that  period  was 
better  versed  in  British  and  Anglo-Saxon  antiquities,  and  many 
valuable  records  owe  to  him  their  preservation.  Wliere  copies 
were  few,  he  caused  them  to  be  printed,  as,  Asser's  Life  of 
Alfred,  the  Histories  of  Alatlicw  Paris,  Mathew  Florilegni^ 
Thomas  WaNiuglmm,  &c.  He  also  published  a  Defence  of  Mar- 
riage ill  tiic  Clergy.  He  caused  a  translation  of  the  Scriptures  to 
be  made  from  the  original  Hebrew  and  Greek  manuscripts;  the 
one  before  in  use  being  an  imperfect  representation  of  their 
inenniiig;  this,  called  the  Bishop's  Bible,  continued  to  be  used 
till  the  lime  of  Kin<;  James  the  First,  wheu  the  present  revised 
translation  was  made  *. 

John  Kaye,  better  known  by  his  latinized  name  of  Crttr«, 
an  eminent  physician  in  the  reigns  of  Queens  Mary  and  £lizabelli| 
was  boin  at  Norwich,  in  the  year  1510.    Fuller  supposes  he  was 

of 

•  For  sonic  ail.'litioiial  part  leu l;ir»  respecting  tbis  prelate,  sec  Beauties 
of  En^lauilj  »5cc.    Vol.  VIII.  p.  G14.        " 
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Yorkshire  faniily,  and  a  relation  of  a  Thomas  Key,  of  Oxfordt 
>  wrote  a  treatise  cm  the  ancient  foiiiidatiun  of  tliat  Urjiversity, 
wotk  vmB  answered,  in  a  masterly  »t>Ic  of  rtubouing*  by 
John  Kayc,  in  whieh  the  highest  antiquity  ii  asserted,  auc!  at-* 
Imptcd  to  be  maintaittcc}  for  tlic  University  of  Canihridj^  •• 
^S^ing  iamself  LondinenBia  to  this  treatise,  as  then  a  resiiicnl  in 
lie  metropohs^  has  induced  some  persons  to  conclmle  he  was  a 
nalire  of  London.  Dlometicld  has  however  decided,  that  Nor^ 
^wkb  may  juflty  claim  tin*s  eminent  luminary,  and  place  among 
8010,  this  favourite  of  j£scufapiu3.  Jle  received  his  educa* 
»o  at  Goiivile  Hali»  in  Cambridge,  which,  by  liis  hbeiality» 
subset) ueiitly  erected  into  a  colleafc*  and  amply  endowed^ 
the  name  of  (ionriU  and  Cuius  College,  To  |>et  feet  his 
I,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  times,  he  travetted  into 
dy,  and  matriculated  hi  tiie  University  of  Padira,  wliere  he 
luclied  under  the  celebrated  John  Baptist  Montanuo^  WhUe 
abfoad  be  wrote  many  books,  and  formed  a  numerous  and  valu- 
abk  literary  acquainbmce,  among  whom  was  the  famous  Con* 
fidui  Gcsner.  Returning  to  England,  Dr,  Catus  practised  iita 
art  in  Norwich  with  ^s^reat  reputation.  In  the  year  \5^T^  ^vheit 
lliat  destructive  e|)idemical  disease,  called  tfte  sicenting  tickmti^ 
^ead  its  ravages  over  the  virhole  kingdom,  he  treated  it  with  un- 
eiampled  duccesi* ;  and  generously  coiujnunicated  \m  mode  of 
|iracttte  to  other  countries  in  a  treatise  he  ivrole  in  Latin,  called 
**De  Ephemera  Britiinnioa/'  Then  considered  the  most  able  prac- 
titioner of  medicine  in  the  realm*  he  was  appointed  physician  to 

King 


*  Thomas  Rcy'i  work  waff  entitled  "  Asscrtio  Antiqtiitatis  Oitanieosis 
Acsdexnise."  To  wliicti,  in  replvt  Juhn  Kayc  wrote  his  **  De  Antiquitate 
Cantabrij^ieosis  Academia^/'  A  rejoinder  ^vas  written  by  tliP  former,  but 
never  piiblbljed ;  nor  was  it  neces*ary.  However,  llie  §uhject  w*s  a^airl 
Calken  np  against  tht'  Cambridsc  hisTorlan,  hy  a  person  wlio  pnbJi*tied.  in 
IT30,  a  work  in  two  octavo  volumes,  rntilled  •*  Vimticiie  mtiqiice  Academiic 
<K«ni«fk*iii,  contra.  J.  Cadiam/*  Tl»c  dispute  rc^pectinjs  ttae  priorily  of 
itie  UnivertilJeft,  as  to  t]ie  lime  of  ilieir  fuundatloOi  will  probably  remuija 
unJecidt'd.     See  the  2nd  Volume  af  ibu  work. 
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King  Edvtrard  the  Sixth.  He  coolinued  hi  the  lame  ofikfe  Uw 
Queen  Mary,  with  whom  he  was  a  great  favorite.  From  licr  he 
obtained  the  liberty  to  incorporate  his  new  college ;  and  by  ber 
the  statutes  for  its  regulation  were  confirmed.  The  gates^  be  de« 
termined,  should  read  moral  lectures  to  the  members.  One  is 
inscribed  UtimUitatis,  or  the  gate  of  humility ;  necessarily  eotered 
before  Janua  virtutiSf  the  gate  of  virtue ;  on  the  other  aide  of 
this  portico,  which  is  much  admired  for  its  architecture,  isJ^. 
CaiuBpoguit  SAPXBNTiiE,  1567:— John  Kayc  erected  this  b 
honor  of  wisdom.  On  the  gate,  leading  to  tlie  public  achods^ 
which  tiiose,  who  have  graduated,  must  have  passed  thiongh,  is 
HONORIS,  the  gate  of  honor.  In  the  Norfolk  Tour,  it  is  stated, 
that  Dr.  Caius  was  physician  to  Queen  Elizabeth ;  but  it  b  likely 
bis  religious  tenets  precluded  him  from  receiving  such  an  appdut- 
ment  lie  was  constituted  a  fellow  of  the  College  of  Physidani 
aoon  after  its  incorporation,  and  presided  several  years  over  that 
learned  body.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  retired  to  bis  coU 
lege,  where,  though  a  catholic,  he  regularly  attended  the  pro* 
tcstant  service  in  the  chapel.  Going  to  Loudon,  on  some  uigeni 
business,  lie  was  taken  ill,  and  died,  July  29,  in  the  year  1573, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Caius  College  chapel,  Cambridge,  under 
a  canopied  altar  tomb,  ou  which  is  this  lacouic^  but  energetic  in* 
scriptiou : — 

FUI  CAIUS, 
Vivit  post  fiinora  virtus 
JEtskXis  susc  Obiit  XXIX  IvLii, 

Lxiii.  Anno  Dni.  157 J. 

Hiere  is  a  paintiag  of  him  in  the  common  room  of  Caius  Col" 
lege,  ail  engraving  from  wiiich  may  be  seen  in  Holland's  Heroo- 
logia  Anglica.  Ilis  principal  writings  are  his  History  of  tiic 
Sweating  Sickness ;  a  Treatise  on  the  Antiquity,  and  a  History  of 
the  University  of  Cambridge ;  History  of  the  Batli,  and  a  masterly 
treatise  for  the  age  in  wliicli  it  was  written,  entitled,  De  Canibus, 
or  an  Account  of  the  whole  Race  of  British  Dogs.  This  was 
composed  at  the  request  of  his  friend  Gesner ;  and  established  his 

fame 
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fiAuie  Oil  the  conliueiit  for  Jtis  skill  in  Natural  History.  la  a  pro- 
gress of  King  James  the  First,  to  Cambridge,  as  he  passed 
llirough  Cttius  College,  the  Master,  <is  a  coiupliuieiil  to  the  tno- 
iiarch*s  )caroii]?»  and  the  learning  of  tlie  founder^  preseoled  the 
King  *vilh  Kaye's  History  of  the  University,  to  which  the  monarch 
observed,  "  Give  me  rulher  Caius  de  Canibus"  No  greater 
frtarop  of  the  intrioiic  value  of  this  work  can  be  aifi\ed  than  its 
hating  been  scK-dcd  out  of  all  the  treatises  on  tlie  iubjec!,  by 
the  learned  Pennant,  to  cmbellisli  liis  BritLsh  Zoology;  who  therotji 
givc»  it  as  the  most  judicious  synaptic  arrangement  he  could  tind. 
Dr.  Kaye  also  furnished  brief  accounts  of  rare  animals  and 
jilaut^,  for  Gesner;  which  are  published  in  bis  **  Historia  de 
Quadiupedum/'  &c.;  and,  separately,  under  the  title  of*'  Short 
Kiiktories  of  cettain  rare  Animuls  and  Plants,  with  corrections  and 
cnltirgrments,  167O;''  Like  the  great  Linacre,  Kaye  united  with 
mccticini:  almost  every  branch  of  learning;  and  distinguished  him- 
r  18  a  linguii^t.  a  critic,  an^  antiquary,  an  historian,  a  topcgra- 
pli^r,  and  a  natumlist,  as  well  us  a  physician.  On  a  variety  of 
^^cienliiic  subjects  he  ctorcised  his  pen.  To  the  works  already 
^Ltaivied  might  be  addeil  numerous  others,  a  catalogue  of  which, 
^^■Bounting  to  ifvtnfy-iwo  ttttitise^,  is  publialicd  in  Aikin's  **  Biu- 
^^^^phical  Anecdotes  of  Medicine,"  and,  in  that  work,  a  further 
,,  account  ma\  be  seen  of  iJiis  great  onianifut  to  his  profession  ;  as 
^m  also  In  Fullet's  Worthies,  and  in  Pilfs  De  Scriptorihua  Angli- 
€aniM,  &c. 

Edward  Browne,  a  distinguished  pliysician  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second,  the  eminent  son  of  an  eminent  father.  Sir 
Ejdwnrd  Browne,  was  boni  in  this  city  about  the  year  lS4'2*  He 
received  the  tir»t  part  of  his  cduL-alion  at  th*.-  gramtnar'school. 
lu  1665  he  took  the  ilegree  of  bachelor  m  ph\sic.  at  Cunibridge; 
Uul  was  soon  afterwards  admitted  ad  vtmdtm,  at  Oxford,  and  accu- 
inuUlrd  ihatj  and  a  doctor's  degree,  in  l()()7.  He  then  travcllcti 
WZT  grewt  part  of  Ibc  Eurojicitn  continint,  and  published,  on  his 
r«lurti,  an  account  of  his  travels;  whit!),  from  his  skill  in  naiunil 
ry,  coulaiiied  very  valuable  infurmalion,  particularly  on  mines 
XI.-Mmh,  I80*>,  M  and 
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and  metallurgy.  Afterwards,  settling  io  London,  he  was  a|»- 
pointed  a  physician  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  to  Kiag 
Charles  the  Second ;  wlio,  on  his  being  made  a  fellow  of  the  io- 
eorporated  body  of  physicians,  observed,  *'  Browne  was  ai 
kamed  as  any  of  the  college,  and  as  well  bred  as  any  at  conrt." 
He  was  first  censor,  then  treasurer,  and,  in  1705,  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  college;  which  office  he  held,  August  17OS,  when  be 
died  at  Northfieet,  in  Kent. 

Doctor  Samuel  Clarke,  a  learned  polemical  divine;,  who 
was  distinguished  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  and  begin* 
ning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  was  the  son  of  Edward  Clarice,  Esq. 
who  was  an  alderman  of  Norwich,  and,  for  several  years,  one  of 
its  representatives  in  parliament.   He  was  bom,  October  1  ],  l(>75« 
Making  a  rapid  progress  in  classical  learning,  he  was  early  re- 
moved to  Cambridge,  for  the  completion  of  his  studies.    Tbereiitt 
toon  distinguished  himself  in  various  departments  of  literature ; 
but  particularly  in  mathematics.    The  Newtonian  system  of  pliy^ 
losophy,  just  then  propagated,  attracted  the  notice  of  Clarke^ 
and,  by  his  corroborative  illustrations  of  that  theory,  he  obtained* 
very  considerable  credit  at  tbe  early  age  of  twenty>two,  and 
greatly   contributed  to  its  adoption  in  the  University.     After- 
wards, applying  himself  to  divinity,  in  which  profession  he  had 
intended  to  devote  liis  talents  and  his  time,  he  took  orders,  and 
was  soon  appointed  chaplain  to  Dr.  jNIoore,  Bishop  of  Norwich ; 
who  preferred  him  to  the  rectory  of  Drayton,  near  that  city. 
Attached  to  those  sciences,  which  hail  altraclcd  liis  early  notice, 
he  still  wished  to  hover  over  the  shades  of  departed  studies.     He 
summoned  mathematical  calculation  to  the  elucidation  of  every 
subject,  and  whatever  did  not  allow  such  kind  of  dcmoustration, 
or  was  not  capable  of  that  sort  of  conclusion,  he  considered  as 
inadmissible  for  truth.    This  gave  a  bias  to  his  judgment,  rcsfiect- 
ing  the  positions  of  many  pious  and  learned  men  ;  and  such  is  very 
apfKirent  through  many  of  his  theological  writings.     It  was  this 
which  induced  him  to  take  the  upper  and  more  arduous  mode  of 
inquiry  upon  metaphysical  subjects;  and  obscuring  the  belief  of 

many 


maiij  by  reasoning  «  priori  on  the  existence  of  a  Deity.     In 

17CX5,  he  published  «  L^lin  tramlalion  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton's 

OplJc%  wliirh  oUainefi  him   much  credit;    and   being   recom- 

^    mended  to  Queen  AunCf  he  Has  appointed  by  her  to  the  valuable 

B  rectory  of  St.  Jameses,  Westminster,    tn  1 7 10,  be  published  one  of 

the  most  mdgnificeat  books  ever  printed  in  England  before :  a  sple n- 

<itd  edition  of  Cuesars  Commentaries,  in  royal  folio,  elucidated 

with  ejglity-seven  engravings.   In  1 7 1 2,  appeared  his  treatise  on  the 

THhU^,  which  obtained  for  him  a  host  of  opponents ;  and  placed  a 

bar  lo  hb  farther  preferment.     In  this  controversy,  several  writers 

di^trnguished  themselves  by  their  critical  acumen  and  logical  pre* 

;  but  none  so  ably  eluded  the  roathemalical  weapons,  used 

|1>y    the  author,    as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  in  his  trealbe,  called 

plain  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  proved,"  i&c.     Dr.  Clarke 

Is  engaged  in  another  abstruse  coiitroveny,  cooceminif 

the  natural  principles  of|»hilnsophy  and  religion :  which  included 

the  abstruse  subjects  of  nutlter  and  spirit.     This  was  conducted 

mn  Latin,  and  the  letters  were  published  in  London,  1717*    A 

%rait  in  his  character,  which  may  itself  form  a  picture,  ought  not 

be  passed  unnoticed: — On  the  dealb  of  his  friend.  Sir  Isaac 

,   he  was  offered  the  lucrative  place  of  Master  of  Iht 

The   acceptance    of  thia,  wilh  a  delicacy  of  integrity 

ly  Diet  with  in  the  precincts  of  a  court,  he  nobly  declined ; 

iDg  tlie  duties  of  the  office  incompatible  with  the  function, 

and  isicoostslent  with  the  character,  of  a  clergyman.     In  17t29, 

Khc  published  the  first  volume  of  Homer's  Iliad  in  Greek,  with  a 
Latin  translation,  accompanied  by  critical  notes.     This  contained 
the  first  twelve  books,  and  before  he  had  completed  the  remain- 
ler,  he  was  s«<ldenly  taken  ill,  and  died  the  same  year*.     He 
an  able  scholar^  an  acute  critic,  and  a  clear  and  close  rea- 
In  his  manners  he  was  gentle,  and  hif  communicative 
M  2  di9(>o$itioii 

*  Tlic  latt  twelve  book^  were  pablinhed  in  the  year  175$,  in  quarto,  by 
fii«  fioo,  Sir.  S,  Clarke ;  wlio  also,  in  1740,  fooipleted  rh»  work,  by  pub* 
Ody9se^ ,  in  two  vohiines,  quartot^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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disposition  an<l  placidUy  of  temper  oblaincd  him  the  esteem  of 
many  persons  among  llie  wise  and  jjoocl.  After  his  clealb,  Dr,  Joliti 
Clarke,  Dcaii  of  Saruni,  brother  of  ihe  aulhor,  published,  from 
his  manuscrtpU,  an  Exposition  of  Ute  Church  Catechism,  with 
several  Sermons,  in  ten  volumes.  These  fonn  only  a  p^rt  of  his 
nnmerous  works,  which  will  rcmutn  loni;  a  monument  of  his  un- 
common  abilities,  and  profouud  learning.  A  portrait  of  tliis 
eminent  divine  is  placed  in  the  royal  palace  at  Kenidnglon,  with  % 
cenotaphial  inscription  beneath »  expressive  of  his  learning,  con- 
duct, and  writings  :  and  also  of  the  estimation  in  which  his  worth 
was  held  by  the  publir,  and  their  regret  for  hh  loss, 

William  Cu  king  ham,  a  physician  of  Norwich,  was  bom 
m  the  year  1531  ;  and  though  he  died  young,  had  made  such  use 
of  his  early  lime,  as  to  exhibit  many  trails  of  profound  learning. 
He  studied  phytic,  and  graduated  at  Hctdleburg,  in  Germany* 
fie  wrote  several  treatises  on  astronomy,  chronology^  and  luedU 
le ;  hut  what  has  rendered  him  famous,  is  a  work  entitled^ 
The  Cosmngrapbical  Glass,  conteyuing  the  pleasant  Principles- 
of  Cosmographie,  Geographie,    Hydrographie,   or  Navigation,"' 
This  was  printed  by  Jobn  Day,  1559,  i^i*^  contains  some  curiou» 
particulars  respecting  eclipses,  tlie  linding  the  longitude  by  Jnccb^w- 
Staff,  where  paradise  was  situated,  and  an  illustration  of  LyraV  H 
opinion,  tliat  the^fry  sxcord^  which  turned  every  way,  uas  ihes^" 
Intming  zone:  and  conjectures  to  identify  the  locality  of  hell^ 
The  liook  b  emt»elli:$hed  with  wooden  cuts,  illustrative  nf  ther 
several  subjects,  a  portrait  of  the  author  in  his  doctor's  habit,  and 
**  An  accurate  Map  of  the  excellent  city  of  Norwyche,  as  lhe=^ 
form  of  it  is  at  ibis  present  1558."  The  frontispiece  represeots  th^^^- 
Kiences.  at  the  bottom  of  which  are  tJicse  lines ;— 


I 
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**  In  iLia  gta»e  tf  ymi  Mill  bcUolde 
The  sferry  j»kje  and  v'eanli  so  wrde, 

Tlie  »(?a9  also,  wlHi  vrimiea  so  culdci 
Ve47,  aad  tli}>elfe,  all  tlu'ie  to  giiiiTe. 

What  tluA  type  mean,  finit  learn  ari|*l)t ; 
So  itiall  tlie  ipync  tliy  travail  4iti{;lit>** 


It  is  dedicated  to  Sir  Robert  Dudley,  Kntgbi  of  the  Garter,  and 
liic  author  thiiy  apologizes  fur  himself  iti  Uic  preface:  **  If  for 
the  dilHcuItie  of  the  woi  ke  any  errour  escupe*  renieii)L>er  I  am  ttie 
fir^t,  that  ever  iu  our  tongue  have  wrilteu  of  this  argumeut/'  &c. 
Thi«  is  dated,  Norsvich,  isth  of  Jul^,  1559,  »t  the  close  of  whicli 
^csir  be  died. 

Thomas  Legoe*  a  native  of  Ibis  city,  was  (irsl  a  student  of  Tri- 
IM^,  then  of  Jesus,  and  afteru'ard»  of  Caius  Collc^'C,  Cambridge*  In 
tlia  Mastership  of  the  latter  he  succeeded  hi)  f»  icivtl  Dr.  Caius,  in 
vrlloM  uteps  he  apfx^ared  to  tread  ;  being,  as  Fuller,  in  his  Wor- 
lliics,  states,  a  "  great  and  distinguished  anliquariun/'  lluving 
attached  himself  to  tht:  .study  of  the  law,  he  wni,  uppointcd  Lin^'it 
legal  professor,  and  twice  lionnr^ibly  tilled  the  chair  of  vice-chau- 
ceUor  ill  his  own  University.  He  was  a  dramatic  viriler  itso;  one 
play  is  shUI  i«>  have  becjj  **  filched"  from  him  by  a  noted  plagiary : 
it  was  entitled,  "  Tl»t- Destruction  of  Ji'ru%aleni/^  Another,  callvd 
**  Tlie  Life  of  Richard  the  Third,"  »us  acted  with  g^eneral  applause. 
Tt>eM  are  Ijighly  curious  productions,  as  being  tlic  wrilings  of  a 
cotem|K»rary  with  the  immortal  Eu;^Iiah  bard,  Shulcespeare.  On  his 
tomb,  under  a  canopied  niouumenl,  iu  the  college  chapel,  is; 


I 


Ttvoman  Lcj^gc,  Oliiit  Anno  Domini 

Lrguu  Doct4if  Qftoutliim  1007,  13  Die  Jvlij 

Costot  Hnjfui  Colte|ii  lEtitXh  su^  7C. 


John  CostN,  the  eldest  son  of  Giles  Costn,  a  citizen  of  Nor- 
wtcti,  Wiis  borti  November  30,  15.04<.  Having  studied  in  Calus 
College,  Cambridop,  he  \v;t>  upp^.inled  clmpbin  to  Dr.  Riclfard 
Neile,  then  bishop  of  Durham,  « ho  ()romoted  him  to  a  Mall  lu 
thai  cathedral :  and  procured  tor  iiim  the  archdeaconry  of  the 
East  Riding  of  Y'orkshire.  At  the  commencement  of  the  civil 
wars,  he  was  deprived  of  his  preferments,  being  the  first  cler^- 
mnn  who  MiiVered  that  species  of  punishment  for  his  loyalty*  On 
his  return  with  King  Charles  I  he  Second,  in  lOdO,  lie  wa!»  pro- 
moted to  the  deanery  of  Peterljorou!|h,  and  *oou  ufterwurds 
elected  bishop  of  Durham,     Me  presided  over  tliat  see  till  hi« 

M  3  deatb^ 
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lleath,  which  happened  iit  the  £evei)ty>cighth  y^ar  tif  his 
January  )5»  I672.     Ue  was  the  author  of  some  puhtiml iom  00 
polemical  divinity. 

EnwARDRiNO.F.R.S.  and  F.  S.  A.  the  moft  erudite  imtiqutry 
of  modem  times,  descended  from  a  Norfolk  family  of  Wgh  re- 
tpeclabiltty,  was  born  at  Norwich  in  the  year  17^4.  His  dasakal 
education  he  received  under  Doctors  Bullock  and  Clerk ;  and  iu 
1748  w-as  sent  to  fioi&h  his  education  at  Cambridge,  whcr«  he  vvaa 
admitted  a  fellow  coramooer  of  Clare  Hall.  He  vas  soon  distiti* 
guished  by  the  progress  he  made  iu  his  studies,  and  the  regularity 
of  his  conduct.  Having  obtained  academical  honors^  he  entered  a 
student  of  Liucotii*s  Inn.  Called  by  tbat  society,  at  the  usual  time^ 
to  the  bar,  he  practised  for  a  time  with  a  degree  of  credit,  vihtch 
promised  future  eminence  and  success ;  but  coming  into  poueisioii 
of  a  large  fortune  by  the  death  of  his  father,  he  quitted  the  law» 
and  devoted  his  future  atteiilion  to  the  dignified  and  useful  pur* 
suits  of  literature.  It  appears  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life, 
tnd  tlie  drift  of  bis  numerous  writings,  tliat  no  person  tti  modem 
times  ever  applied  witfi  more  diligence  to  the  investigation  o^ 
objects  which  presented  themselves  to  his  inquiry ;  or  brought 
snore  various  learning  to  assist  in  the  elucidation,  thau  Mr.  King* 
His  mind  seemed  peculiarly  formed  for  profound  research ;  and 
bis  writings  bear  abundant  testimony  to  that  ingenuity  of  thought 
end  extent  of  learuhig,  which,  on  multifarious  occasions^  he  dts* 
played  upon  numerous  topics,  theological  and  literary.  Indeed, 
from  a  view  of  these,  a  fair  opinion  of  his  character  may  bt 
drawn*  Mr*  King  ba<l  long  been  an  active  and  very  useful  mem* 
her,  both  of  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian  Societies ;  and  of  the 
latter,  became  vice-president  in  the  year  1781*  Iu  1783,  011 
Ibe  death  of  tbe  president,  Dean  ]\lilles,  the  society  unanimously 
elected  Mr.  King :  but  his  coolinuance  iu  the  chair  was  of  short 
duration  ;  for  iu  the  following  year  he  resignetl  the  office,  to 
make  way  for  the  election  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  now  Marquis 
of  Townsheudr  During  the  short  presidency  of  Mr.  King,  tbe 
•fiairs  of  the  society  took  a  very  favorable  turn.     An  unusual 

number 
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umber  of  members  were  admitted,  dislinguisbed  for  Uicir  rank 
nd  l4^a^llQg ;  atid  Uie  funds  became  in  a  fioumhliig  state.    Some 
i»uodcr:itaiiding  takiti§  place  b^rlwecii  Utc  tioblc  presideitt  and 
Jlr.  King,  be  ctnscd  to  give  bis  usual  attendance  to  the  cODcerns 
mi  ttic  society.     In  a  pfiiJosopIiical,  political,  moral,  and  religious 
|Kew»    whatever  teinied   to  enligbteu  or  beiietit   luankiod,  were 
Ulike  tbe  8ub.|ect<i  of  bis  pen.     His  ^rst  publication,  in  1767^,  was 
f  An  Exaay  on  (hf  English   CcnatUufion  and  Government,*' 
12iao,     la   1773,  be  pablisbed   *'  A   Ltttcr  to   Dr.  Hawkti- 
forth,**    In  1777*  be  coniuiuniadcd  au  interestbg  memoir  outn- 
ieot  cai^tle5,  to  t lie  Society  of  Auli<iuivries;  and  in  1782,  be  pre- 
nted  furiber  elucidations*  botb  of  wliicb  essays  were  pubU^ted 
llie  Arcbaeologia.     A  few  copies  were  printed  for  tbe  u^  uf  bis 
irivate  friends,     A  volume  of  "  llj^mns  to  the  Sttprrmt  Being, 
I  imiftttioa  of  Eastern  Song,"  was  publisbed  in  IJ^G  ;  since 
bicli  |>eriod  tt  lias  passed  tlirougb  several  editions*     In  1 788, 
ppeared  bis  admirable  pbilosophical  illuNtratious  of  passages  hi 
icripture,    under   the  quaint  title   of   **  Morsels    of  Crilicisra," 
o.      To   tbis  extraordiuary  work    tbe    public    attention    was 
lied   by  Ibe  aulbor  of  tbe  Pursuits  of  Literature,    wbo,  on 
iccount  of  some  striking  intciprctalioos  of  prophecy,  wliicb  liad 
en  fulfilled  by  Ibe  aweful  events  on  the  Conlifient,  addressed 
lira  in  a  most  impassioned  apostrophe  in  Greek,  from  an  oration 
I"  Gregory  Naziauieen.     Tbis  work  has  been  since  printed  in 
fee  voluaies,  octavo.     A  cpiarto  pamphlet,  entitled  **  An  Imi- 
fiion  0/ the  Pra^rr  of  Abel,"  was  published  in   J  79 1;  and  in 
^^'St  another  in  octavo,  called  "  Condderotions  on  the  ViUiltf  of 
%e  National  Dt:ht''     In  179<>,  appeared   *'  Remarks  concerning 
emu  said  to  have  JoUen  J'rum  the  Clouds,  hath  in  these  DttjjfM 
d  in  Ancient    Times."    lo   1798,    be  published,    in  quftrtp, 
Hemarks  on  the  Signs  of  the  Times;*'  which  drew  a  bijjb  and 
!U-merited  eulogium  from  that  tlistiugui^bed  prelate,  Ibe  late 
If.  llorsley.     But  the   mo^t  einiooul  of  uU  lii^  works,   is  bis 
Munimeuta  Antiqua,  or  Obsen^ations  on  Ancient  Castles ;  in* 
idiag  Ucinarks  ou  tbe  wbol«  Progress  of  Arcbitccture,  F.cdc- 
M  4  jiiaiticaJ 
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siastkal  as  well  as  Military,  in  Great  Britain,  and  on  the 
]K>nding  Changes  in  Manners,  Laws,  and  Customs ;  tending  to  illi 
Irate  Modem  History,  and  to  elucidate  many  interesting  Passaf 
in  various  Classic  Authors  *."  It  is  comprised  in  four  volumes,  folios- 
one  of  which  is  posthumous — and  must  be  considered  a  learned, 
comprehensive,  and  curious  work.  Some  of  bis  opinions  are 
eccentric,  and  a  few,  perhaps,  not  established  upon  indisputable 
ground ;  but  his  views  are  vast,  his  reasons  often  cogent,  and  hb 
ideas  ingenious.  AAer  what  the  literary  world  has  seen  accom- 
pKsbed  in  this  invaluable  work,  it  cannot  but  deeply  lament  that 
the  author  did  not  live  to  complete  anolhrr,  which  he  refers  to  in 
his  Morsels  of  Criticism,  *'  An  extensive  Treatise  on  the  iTketny 
of  the  Earth.*'  This  and  numerous  manuscripts,  upon  ^-arious 
iubjects,  he  has  left.  He  died  in  London,  April  161I1,  ISOr, 
vniversally  regretted,  and  was  privately  interred  at  Beckenbam,  in 
Kent    Mr.  King  was  formerly  recorder  of  Lynn. 


) 


The  hundred  of  HENSTEAD, 

Situated  ou  the  south  of  Nonvicli,  occupies  an  area  of  about  nine 
miles  in  length,  from  Tro\vse«Ne\i  ton  to  SHxIingham,  by  ^ve  miles 
in  breadth,  from  Rockland  to  Castor.  From  its  contiguity  to  Nor- 
wich, there  is  no  market  town  in  this  hundred  ;  and  from  the  same 
cause  its  villages  and  hamlets  arc  numerous  and  populous,  and  its 
lands  are  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Near  the  centre  of  this 
district  was  formerly  an  extensive  heath,  which  was  grazed  only  by 
asses,  and  a  poor  breed  of  live  stock ;  but  in  the  year  1800,  an 
act  was  |)asscd  for  inclosing  1140  acres  of  it,  and  since  that  pe- 
riod 

*  Tlie  Ant  volome  waa  pnblijihcd  in  179P,  the  second  in  1802;  ttie  third 
in  l^Oif  and  tiie  frurtb  in  18(>7. 
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fjod  the  ^tiole  bas  been  j^re^tli^  imjiroved  in  utility  and  value, 
Thi.4  hundred,  called,  in  Domestl'dY  Book,  t^eimtrde^  U  9tip< 
Ijosed  to  derive  its  name  from  the  Saxoa  worils  Heiiid,  u  hu^ 
biimlmati,  and  Stede,  u  place  of  resideoce;  whereby  it  is  inCerred 
tlmt  this  district  was  noted  for  ii«  busbautir)'  during  tiie  Merdaii 
dynasty.  At  the  time  of  the  ^re»t  Nornmn  nurvey  die  fee  was 
po»c«sed  by  tiie  crown,  excepting  about  tive  acri-s,  which  be- 
toBged  to  the  Abbot  of  8t.  Benocl's  at  the  llolmc.  Arminghall, 
and  Trowsc  witli  Newton,  were  aOerward^  granted  to  the  Priory 
of  Norwich,  Edward  the  First,  A.  D.  1327,  eonfcrre<t  it  on 
lolm  de  Clavering,  Lord  of  Horseford,  and  llie  recorded  value  ul 
that  time  was  eigtit  |>oiinds,  fn  that  honor  it  continu(?d  some 
centuries,  but  subsequently  reverted  to  the  ciown.  James  tJic 
First  demised  it  to  Sir  Charles  Cornwallis  Knight,  and  his  hein, 
M^ith  all  its  h^ronial  rlght!<.  The  annuul  as^es^nient  to  the  land- 
lax  is  ],6'70L  17«.  2d. ;  and  the  tjiiarlerly  payments  to  th«  ^neral 
levy*  according  to  a  six  huiulri'd  pomid  rale,  is  iiL  iSs*  9d. 
The  »um  raised  in  this  hundred  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor, 
for  the  year  endinar  at  Easier  I77(>,  wa«  l,3S3i*  lis.  '^d;  and  for 
the  year  ending  Easter  1»03,  3,.'>79l.  4s.  Ojd.  The  poor-rute  it 
levied  according  to  the  pound  r:ick- rental  in  all  the  parishes,  «»- 
cept  three;  and  the  parish  of  Valverton  is  cnnsotidaled  with  the 
parish  of  Atpington,  in  the  hnndred  of  Loddon.  The  average  of 
llie  poor*ratc  in  ttie  |>ouud  is  four  shiliiog$  and  uioepcuce-half- 
penny*. 

This  hundred  contains  the  parishes  of  Armin^halt,  Brixlejf^ 
Brammrrlon,  dmlor-St.  Edmund's,  Framinglwm  E.tr!,  Frnrmt^^ 
hmii  Pigotf,  ihicer stone,  Kirhy-BidQn^  Porringland  Great 
and  Uttfr,  Rerktand,  Snxting/ujm  Nrtherfiate,  S4fjLiingftttm 
Thorpe,  ShoileJifiam  All  Si7int$,  ^fiotfesham  St,  Mart/  and  Si. 
Martin,  St<fkf  Hof^  Cross,  Suriingfutntt  Trowse  with  Newton, 
toad  Whittmgfkm, 

Castob, 

■  '*  Abfttraet  of  rcturoa  relative  to  tlic  expenre  and  mamlenitiire  of  the 
poor,  made  to  tlie  House  of  Commons/'  and  printed  in  the  year  160(. 

f  Tbete  villages  are  sometimes  spelt  framlmgham^ 
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Castor,  or  CaUter  St.  Edmund' »,  situaled  on  tlic  baoki  oftlie 
tm«ll  river  Tese»  orTess,  Ibree  miles  south  of  NorwkU,  Ibau^  ■! 
present  aii  ioconsiUerable  village,  was  al  a  former  period^  accotU* 
ing  to  Camdea  and  other  respectable   topo^mpbers,   the  nwst 
flaurtsliing  oily  of  the  Briloiu,  if  not  the    residence  of  the   Ict- 
niati  kings;  the  Vtnta  Jcenorum  of  the  Romans,  and  prmdpsl 
itation  of  that  people  in  tiie  territory  of  the  Iceoi,  and  whence 
4>ri^xi8ted  the  present  cily  of  Norwich  ;  the  Idttcr,  as  previously 
observed^  having  gradually  arisen  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  former. 
The  name,  Veuta  Iceoomni  was,  for  the  sake  of  brcvitVf  ehangcd 
into  Castrum,  or  the  camp;   which  by  the  Saxons  was  agap 
altered  to  Castor.     **  Nor  is  it  to  be  wotidered  that  Ihk  nlone  of 
the  three  VentaA  has  lost  iLs  name,  since  it  has  almost  lo^t  iU 
existence ;  for  nothing  remains,  e?icept  the  walls,  whidi  loclofc 
» square  of  about  thirty  acres,  and  the  traces  of  boii$e9»  and  a 
^w  Roman  coins,  every  now  and  then  turned  tip  in  diggiog  V 
Sufticient  vestiges,  however,  siUl  remain  to  shew  its  diape  and 
military  characteristics.     Foundations  of  buililings  may  t>e  traced, 
aud  sepulchral  um*;,    with  numerous  Itoniiiu  coii^s^   liave  been 
discovered.     A  few  \ears  since  was  found  a  bronze  figure  of  a 
Kilyr,  of  very  fiue  workmanship,  about  eight  inches  in  leagllt, 
having  a  perforation  through  the  centre,  aiul  thence  supposed  U) 
liave  been  used  a^  a  lamp.     Another  bronze  lamp,  iu  tlic  ^liape 
of  a  foot,  covered  with  a  sandal,  wm  also  discovered  here.     The 
coins,  many  of  which  arc  preserve*!  in  the  cabinet  of  the  city 
library  at  Norwich,  are  of  various  emperors,  from  Nero  to  the 
time  of  Ihe  lower  empire,  but  they  are  principally  of  Constao* 
line  ;  several  of  whicli  lm%e,  on  Ihe  reverse,  the  representation  of 
a  Roman  soldier  taking  a  Briton  captive,  and  round  the  exergue, 
Gloria  exerntus,  and  Mliitum  rqta-atio  ;  alluding  t<i  the  prowoi 
of  that  commander  in  quelling  a  formidable  insurrection.     In  the 
achievement  of  which  the  Roman  soldiers  gained  the  reputation 
which  they  had  previously  lost.  But  the  most  demonstrative  Roman 
remain  at  this  place,  is  a  large  fortttied  Encampment,  which 
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*  Csmdeiili  Britaniiliij  Gough's  cditioa,  %7t%  Vol,  I|Ljn94. 


Ik 


N 

N 


KOBFOLK.  IS7 

sind  lurtiiications  with  tbose  described  by  C«Ksar  in  his 
its,'  Qnd  by  Vegotius  in  Uh  '  Epitome  ln»titutorum 
From  the  diitiensions,  it  Vfm  evidently  the  most  con* 
eidcrable  of  the  RomJiti  military  posts  in  this  part  of  the  islaud. 
Thest?  are  conviucing  proofs  that  Ciistor  wsis  once  a  place  of  iiti|iort- 
atice.  nud  a  station  during  the  greater  part  of  the  period  in  whicli 
Britain  was  in  possession  of  the  Romans.  But  Blomciield,  never 
itaving  fiemrd  that  any  nrns*  were  found  here,  vvas  induced  from 
that  circtim^lance  to  differ  from  Camden^  Gale,  and  others,  and 
to  i\%  the  site  of  Veiila  Icenonim  at  North  Elmham,  Horsley, 
however*  justly  observes^  as  the  description  of  Castor  proves  it  to 
be  Kidman ;  so  the  name  Vmta  is  preserved  in  that  of  the  river, 
anckDlly  c'AXttMVcnlJnr  ^x\{\  lVentum\,  Three  facts,  liowcver, 
<0trobMffiit€  the  opinion,  tliat  Castor  iji  the  site  of  the  imciciit 
Vevita  Iceuonim.  Ptolemy,  in  the  Notifia,  placed  his  Ventat- 
Simmoruni,  which  is  evidently  (he  same  place,  near  (he  river^ 
ftnct  at  some  distance  from  tlie  moulh  of  the  Gartemtm  f. 

I»  tlie  ninth  her  of  Antoninus,  Venta  fcenorum  is  place<i  XXXI 
Jtooiait  tniltia  from  tlie  station  Sitoniagus*  Whether  this  ac* 
wording  to  Camden,  be  tixed  at  Thetford,  or»  conformably  lo 
4  lie  opintofis  of  Gale,  Ward,  and  Horsley,  at  Woolpit,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  it  will  be  equally  unavailing  to  Blomcfield'a 
hypothesis,  eillier  view  ejicludiog  the  village  of  Nortli  Elnilmm; 
Ifccaai&e  that  lies  consi<:l£rabIy  to  the  norlh-westward  of  the  com* 
siieociog  station,  and  the  direction  of  the  iter  k  south-westerly  to 

Th€ 


*  Two  Urnt  were  found  on  Htutuimn  Hill,  not  a  mile  from  the  camp  ;  and 
SrowDC  particularly  mentions  Ca,stor  «u  a  place  whcie  niiLny  Kotuan  caius 
Jave  tieea  discovered.    HgdrUiafihitif  Aic. 

t  Biitaiuiia  Romana,  p«  443. 

t  k  jadkiouB  critic  lias  conjectured,  that  the  noroiDal  variance  1>etwpeii 
the  Notiti*  aud  Itimnry^  has  arisen  from  the  Muue  trati&cribor't*  mMtakinj^ 
tlie  omicrou  tor  a  5iuma,  vrliieh  are  very  like  in  ancient  manu^cripbi,  and 
wlio  drQp|uni{  the  kappa,  copied  €***•*  or  SifflCDoi,  tot  <^>«««,  or  OiicMoi. 
Baxter's  Glmary. 
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Tlte  Roman  slallva  liere  is  situated  about  a  fuitong  south* 
«>f  ilie  village  of  Citstor,  on  a  gentle  descent  towards  the  banks  ol 
Ibe  river  Tese,  which  probablv  was,  at  a  former  ptrriod,  a  more 
])ortHi)t  slresitn,  ibau  at  present,  and  uavi^^abk  fur  Roman  bargea'J 
The  encani|>menl  is  in  shape  a  parellagram  witb  the  corners 
rounded  otiT^  like  those  of  Burgh  Ami  DorcbesttTyand  con«bt&of  t 
single  fuss  and  vallum*  It  was  also  surrounded  by  a  strong  wall,  as 
ftn  addilionul  rampart,  built  upon  the  vallum.  Of  the  dimeo* 
sions  various  accounts  have  been  given.  Those  of  Mr.  Ardcron,  m 
the  Pliiloftopliical  Transactions,  of  Mr.  Wilkins,  iu  the  Archat:oiogia« 
and  of  Mr.  King,  in  bis  Muoinienla  Antiqua*  differ*  but  the  dif* 
ferenee  is  so  slight,  as  not  to  merit  particular  attention. — **  The 
eastern  end*  in  which  was  the  j^oi'ta  pnetoriatia^  is  1 1 20  feci  iu 
extent,  and  llie  north  and  south  sides,  iu  which  were  the  figfal 
and  Irfl  Itand  gates,  are  1319  feet  in  length  i."  This  meaauretn^ 
apphes  to  the  outside  of  the  ratnparl,  for  witliin  the  letigtb  Is 
but  1 176  feet,  and  ibe  breadth  792.  The  foM  and  vallum,  ia 
some  parts,  are  one  hundred  Hud  forty  feet  wide,  and,  in  others, 
not  more  than  ninety.  The  whole  space,  including  the  mmpart, 
is  thirty-two  acres,  two  roods,  and  tln'rly>six  poles ;  and  the  ui> 
terior  area,  occupies  twenty-one  acres,  one  rood,  and  twenty-oue 
poles;  by  wIiicIj  it  appears,  that  this  station  was  of  greater  tita|^ 
Ditudc  than  any  other  iu  this  part  of  Eugland ;  being  capable 
containing  six  Ihoui^nd  men.  The  north,  east,  and  south  tides, 
exhibit  large  banks  laised  from  a  foss  of  considerable  depth* 
»nd  the  west  side  hits  one  formed  on  Ibe  margin  of  the  river.     In 

these 


•  II  in  reconled,  tliAt  a  large  extent  of  flat  ccdiilry  in  tl»c  north  atul 
nortUeaat  of  Norfolk,  \k-bs  subject  to  itiumlatioD,  fram  wtiid)  it  i&  now 
free ;  cither  from  tbe  diffcrcjace  iir  ttie  ri^ie  of  tiflcs  on  the  coast,  or  the  *yt* 
tern  of  cmbaokment,  wbicli  has  been  succeaafully  punnied;  or  from  IdoiIi 
causes.  In  1609,  un  act  of  parliament,  wliich  pcu.'HCcl  for  the  prevention  of 
sncti  ravage!),  enarnci-atps  Mncnt^-four  parbhes  to  Norfolk^  aod  fifteen  Id 
8iifibtk,  aubjfct  to  iiiandatioiu,  by  spring  tidc«,  aidetJ  by  westerly 


1 


f  Mr.  Wiikin»*s  Bsjiay  towards  a  History  of  tbe  Vent  a  IceooranB  of  tbe 
&c,  ia  tbe  twelfth  volttme  of  the  Archacologia,  p.  I56f  kc* 
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these  are  Uie  i^eskiges  of  four  gates,  the  principal  of  winch  was 
the  poila  pnctoriana.  At  each  comer  is  a  raised  mount,  on 
whicb  was  trected  a  bastiou  tower.  One  of  these,  on  the  nortlt 
side,  was  stamling  when  Mr.  Arderon  visited  the  spot  in  the 
year  1749';  but  is  since  down.  On  the  western  side,  which 
does  not  form  a  parallel  line  with  the  eastern,  but  projects  near 
iJjc  centre  in  an  obtuse  angle*  was  the  porta  dt-cumana,  or  water 
postern  ;  and  near  it,  the  remains  of  a  massy  tower  standing  close 
to  the  river,  erected  to  prevent  any  assault  from  that  quarter, 
fttcititate  the  delivery  of  supplies  for  the  garrison,  and  fumisti  an 
fvsy  aoci  safe  mode  for  its  retreat.  This  tower,  which  has  been 
miicb  higher,  is  still  thirty-three  feet  in  circumference ;  and,  thou£rli 
cootinuaily  washed  by  the  river,  exhibits  an  inslance  of  the  in* 
comparmble  matsonry  of  the  Romans,  and  of  Ihcir  peculiar  mode 
of  building  at  the  time.  The  walls  are  composed  of  alternate 
layers  of  Itomau  tttes  and  fliiUs,  imbedded  in  a  strong  cement, 
strata  super  stratum;  and  the  outside  was  probably  faced  with 
ftluue,  &c.  like  the  walls  at  Cbeslerford,  St,  Athans,  Silchester, 
Arc  f.  The  layer**  of  flint  are  from  eighteen  inches  to  two  feel 
^^4 hick,  and  the  tiles  measure  eighteen  inches  h^ng,  twelve  inches 
^^proady  and  from  one  inch  and  three-eighths  to  two  inches  thick. 
^^Bli^se  tiles,  or  brick?,  from  their  density  and  tiardiips<»  shew  thoy 
^^fi-ere  composed  of  preferable  materials  to  those  in  present  use ; 
%ind  the  tnortar,  which  was  a  mixture  of  Itme,  sand,  and  ashes, 
^jeruliarly  incorporated,  stilt  presents  an  unusual  tenacity.  From 
:a  piece  of  the  dilapidated  wall,,  which  Mr.  Wilkins  observed  in 
%be  nortttern  foss,  the  ramjiart  appears  to  have  been  built  in  a 
aitnilar  manner. 

Within  the  area  of  the  ainip,  near  the  south-east  corner,  standi 

;%!>€  parish  Church ;  probably  erected   on  that  site  for  the  conv©- 

ieticc  of  obtaining  the  materials,  which  arc  evidently  taken  from 

^e  ruins  of  the  rampart.    The  walls  are  principally  constructetl 

\^ilh 


•  Sec  PliiloBOjihical  Traiif action?,  No.  4^3. 


t  All  tlicAe  places  have  been  particubrly  descnhed  m  (lie  prftcvdinf 
"^olomci  of  the  pn^eot  work, 
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«itfi  flitif,  liut  in  Ihe  angles  are  t)ttmi*rt>us  Uoftian  Htctf,  Do  Ibe 
tout^weast  sidep  near  the  end  of  the  chancel,  in  the  bottom  of  llitf 
trench^  is  a  Weil  about  €sx  feet  deep«  which  is  observed  to  hm 
ilfra ys  full  of  very  cold  water. 

After  Ihe  building  of  Nonvlcfa^  Castor  declined  tn  its  conte* 
quencet  as  Uie  one  tlourtshed  the  oilier  decayed,  Sabscqocnt  to 
Ihat  period,  however^  it  was  regarded  as  a  place  of  defence  ;  and  • 
as  such,  iwas  held  by  Saxon,  Engli^ib,  and  Danish  kiogA,  till  £d* 
ward  the  Confessor  conf<^rre<1  it,  with  other  posaessioot.  oil  tlt« 
monastery  of  SL  EdmundVBury ;  which  place  poswaerf  it  at  the 
If  me  of  ihe  Norman  Survey.  It  ts  now  in  the  hberty  of  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk. 

BixLET  Hall,  in  the  parbh  of  Bixky,  formeriy  the  ical 
of  the  W(irdM\  but  now  of  the  Earl  of  Rosebcrry,  is  a  band-^ 
some  well-built  house,  and  was  erected  by  Sir  Edward  W»fd, 
about  th«  middle  of  the  laiit  century.  It  has  three  fronts,  each 
cootauiin^  three  stories  from  the  basement,  and  the  attic  wrindowt 
are  pbtced  in  the  roof.  It  b  situated  in  welUwooded  grotnulv 
near  the  high  road  leading  from  Norwich  to  Bungay. 


I 


Shottisham,  or  Scoirshem,  i.  e.  the  village  of  scofst,  or 
poriicnM,  the  landed  proporly  of  the  district  being  divided  into 
twelve  parts  at  tlie  time  of  the  Conquest ;  now  eonsifls  of  tw*o 
parishes,  St.  Mary  and  All  Saints.  A  great  part  of  the  land  was 
in  an  open  or  coiiinionahle  state  till  the  year  17^1*  when  35()l 
acres  were  enctos>ed,  unit  the  rental,  by  that  means,  nearly  doubled. 
One  of  there  villages  is  noted  as  the  birth  place  of  Henrt 
How  ABB,  youngest  son  of  lleiiry  Howard,  Earl  of  Surrey,  and 
brother  to  Thontas,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  was  beheaded  June  2, 
1572.  Henry,  as  a  younger  brother,  afier  this  event,  was  re» 
duced  to  great  indigence  ;  but  in  the  first  year  of  King  Jamei^ 
who  justly  appreciated  bis  abilities  aud  learning,  he  was  sworn 
one  of  the  privy  council,  appointed  Lord>warden  of  the  Ctoqua 
Ports,  and  Constable  of  Dover  Castle.  The  king  created  him, 
th«  same  ycari  Lord  Howard  of  Maru-hillj  and,  soon  aften^-ards* 
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£arl  of  S^rlhamptoti.  He  aUo  made  Mm  one  of  the  comiiit^ 
lioticn  for  excciititig  the  office  of  Earl  Marshal  of  England; 
irbkli  had  bet^n  forfeited  by  the  ullabder  of  his  brother.  The 
€»rl  waa  afterwurrla  installed  Knight  of  the  Most  Noble  Order  of 
the  Garter,  and  next  constituted  Lord  Privy  Seal,  He  died  ut  hi* 
in  Charing  Cross,  January  15,  1014,  and  wa*  butted  at 
trcr.  Thtit  lie  was  a  profound  scholar,  appean  by  hia  Iramed 
irork*  dctlicaled  to  Sir  Francis  Wul&inghani,  and  entitled  "  A 
DSl|iclUMtjve  tt^uisfc  the  Poison  of  sup|>osed  Prophectei/' 


n 
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SuoTTisilAM  IfALt.  wai  anciently  tlie  seat  of  the  D'Oylf^/, 
family  of  great  »nliqiiily»  \%lio  derived  I  heir  name  from  the  lord* 
^«l»ip  of  Oylev.  in  Normandy ;  wbidi  was  possessed  by  the  father 
»f  Robert  D'Oyley,  tvho  came  to  England  with  the  Conqueror, 
his  sent  \\  at  pretcnt,  tlie  residence  of  Sir  Robert  Fellows, 
Lart«  Tlie  windows  of  the  hull  fornierty  contained  numerous 
is»  emblazoned  in  glass;  most  of  which  are  destroyed.  A 
^logical  phenomenon  is  recorded  of  this  place,  in  a  trealife, 
ftddcessed  as  a  letter,  to  Dr*  Thomas  Browne,  entitled,  "  Mer- 
II  ctirim  Centralis;  or,  A  Discourse  of  Subtcrraueal  Cockle,  Mu4- 
^Hle»  and  Oyster  Shells,  found  at  the  digging  of  a  well  at  Sir  Wil- 
^nsam  D'Oyley'*,  in  Norfolk,  many  feet  under  ground,  und  at  a 
^koosiderable  distance  from  the  sea."  It  was  written  by  Dr.Tho* 
^MMis  Lawrence,  who  practised  physic  with  considerable  emincneft 
^b  tbb  part  of  tbe  country. 


BLOFIELD  OR  BLOEFIELD  HUXDUED. 


'o  the  north-east  of  Henstead,  and  abutting  the  city  of  Norwich  oit 
western  extremity,  comprehends  an  area  of  about  twelve  miles  in 
from  uorth-wcst  to  south-eaat,  by  nearly  fuur  miles  in  widtfi* 
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m  a  transverse  direction.  The  lordsliip  of  this  hundred,  «t  the 
time  of  the  Norman  survey,  was  iu  possession  of  the  Crown.  In 
the  r<:ign  of  Henry  tlic  First,  the  king  directed  hb  wril  to  Ralph 
Basket  and  Aubrey  de  Verc,  and  to  the  sheriffit  and  barons  of 
Norfolk,  certifying  hb  grant  for  life  to  Eborard,  Bbhop  of  Nor- 
wich, of  one  hundred  shillings  i>er  annum,  out  of  the  profits  and 
bsues  of  this  iHindred,  and  thut  of  Wakham  *.  In  subsequent 
reigns,  it  was  usually  held  by  n  life-hold  grant  iroin  the  crown, 
by  some  i>orson  of  distinction,  at  an  annual  rental.  James  the 
First,  in  the  Fourth  year  of  his  reign,  gnated  it,  with  its  rights 
and  prufitii,  on  a  lease  of  three  lives,  to  Sir  Charles  Comwallis, 
Knt.  at  the  low  rent  of  61.  IDs.  4d.  per  aunum.  This  hundred 
formed  part  of  the  deanery  of  Blofield ;  but  no  deans  have  been 
collated  since  the  Reformation.  In  the  thirty-eighth  year  of 
Henry  tiic  Third's  reign,  on  au  appeal  of  death  ui  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  the  defcndunt  put  iu  a  plea  of  jurisdiction,  alleging 
tliat  he  was  a  clerk.  The  Dean  of  Bloiicld,  J.  R.  appeared  iu 
court  in  behalf  of  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,,  aud,  uuder  his  letters 
patent,  demanded  the  said  defendant  as  a  clerk  of  his  diocese ; 
iu  compliance  witii  which  demand,  he  was  delivered  into  the  cus- 
tody of  the  aforcsui'l  Dean  J.  R.;  the  court  at  the  same  time  re- 
questing, thai  a  s|H»t(ly  trial  might  take  place,  and  strict  justice 
be  i\uiie  the  accu^id  i-i  the  ecclesiastical  court,  according  to  tlie 
tenor  of  the  canon  law.  Tiiis  is  a  striking  instance  of  the  man- 
ner, at  that  periofl,  of  pleading  bcncjit  of  clergy.  This  priti- 
li'gium  cliricalc,  like  the  pri\iie^iuni  sanctuarii,  in  the  course  of 
time,  became  an  iiilolcral)le  nuisance  to  society,  as  it  often  en- 
abled the  crafi}  an'l  vicious  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice.  By 
the  corruplidii  of  the  limes,  and  those  sinister  views,  ever  insepe- 
rablc  from  man,  wline  opportunity  ofters  for  their  accomplbh- 
ment ;  numbers  partook  of  the  benefit  of  the  di\ided  jurisdic- 
tion, who  were  not  in  holy  orders,  nor  even  trimmed,  as  the  law 
reipiired,  with  the  clerical  tonsure,  providing  they  could  road; 

a  higli 

*  Dloniefifcld'ii  Essay,  6iC.  Vol.  VII.  p.  208. 
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•"liigli  accomplibhment  in  those  (lays  of  ignorance  and  sujyersli- 
tioD.  In  more  enlightened  times,  it  was  considered  that  learuiog^ 
so  Tar  from  being  an  extenuation  of  guilt,  was  quite  llie  reverse* 
Tbfi  Urn,  therefore,  wisely  judged,  that  if  the  punishment  of 
dealh  was  too  severe  for  tJiose  who  had  been  liherally  instructed^ 
it  must  be  a  fortiori  loo  rigid  also  for  Ihe  uninstmcled ;  and 
consequently  the  benefit  of  clergy  was  extended  to  all  who  were 
eoliUed  to  ask  it ;  that  is,  to  such  as,  by  the  several  successive 
statutes  of  crimiual  miligalion,  have  only  been  guilty  of  clergy- 
ohle  offrncei*  By  virtue  of  this  priviiege»  the  punishment  of 
death  ia  commuted  for  branding  in  tJie  hand,  and  imprisonmeut, 
tr  tite  more  judicious  award  of  transportation*. 

The  money  raised  for  the  poor  of  this  hundred  in  1S03,  was 
2,21  Si.  6s.  Sjd. ;    toeing  an  average  of  Ss*  6|d.  m  the  pound 
Dt  per  annum. 

Blo6eld  hundred  contains  the  parishes  o(  Blofield,  Bradstonf, 
^rundaU^  Buckingfmmt  BurHngham,  North  St.  Andrew,  Bur- 
Bingham,  North  St.  Peter,  Burlingham,  South  St.  Edmund* 
^antUif,  Frtetkorpe,  Hanngham,  Limpmhoe,  Lingwaod,  Pium- 
mirad  Great,  PlumMtead  Little,  Postwick,  Scvihwood,  St  rump* 
mhatc,  with  Bradcston,  Thorpe  near  Norwich,  and  Hltton, 

STBCfMP&HAW,  a  small  village,  situated  in  the  south-eastern 
part  of  the  hundred,  stands  ui)on  a  bill,  which  suddenly  rises 
^ibove  the  numerous  marshes  that  for  miles  spread  on  each  side 
the  river  Yare.  At  this  place  is  a  remarkable  Windmill,  supposed 
to  stand  on  the  highest  ground  in  llie  county  j  for,  hence  Yar- 
:3i]outh,  and  Lowestofie  on  the  coast  of  Sud;blk,  are  easily  distin- 
guishable ;  and  it  commands  a  full  view  over  the  adjacent  hun- 
dreds, the  city  of  Norwich,  and  the  meanderiugs  of  the  river, 
-till  it  falls  into  Bmydon  Broad.  The  prospect  from  this  emi- 
ts justly  esteemed  tlie  tiuest  coup  d'oeil  in  Norfolk ;  and 
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•  Blackstone's  Commenlaries  on  tlieLftws  of  England,  Vol.  iV. 
t  Th'a  is  varioiLttv  written  Brade^taQ  and  llrii(f««t«n. 


the  windmill,  wben  the  sails  are  going,  forms  a  conspicuous 
mark  to  distant  parts  of  tbe  coiuity. 


TflaKPB  next  Norwich,  andcDtly  called  "fbr^  m 
rJsU,  wljicb  lies  on  the  northern  bank  of  llic  riv«r  W^nrnsm, 
granl*fd  b)    King  Henry  the  First,  A,  D.  1101.  to  Bisiwp  H«I* 
I^H»  and  tbe  monks  of  tbe  Priory  of  the  Holy  Trhiity  in  Nor- 
urich,  and  their  successors  for  ever.    That  monarch,  by  a  tnan- 
'date  directed  lo  all  his  barons,  French  and  Engli!»li,  in  Norfolk 
and   Suffolk,  commanded,  that  the  lishop  and  tbe  moosiltrf 
aTioulU  be  free  from  all  gelds  and  payracols,  aids,  9Cot$,  6^c. ;  and 
should  bold  the  barony  in  the  same  manner  35  tbe  king  himself  held 
j|>    Tiie  bishop  W2s  also  allowed  free  warren,  both  here  and  at 
t,t<m  ;  and  uithoot  bi^  licence  no  person  was  permitted  to  bunt  at 
cither  place,  under  the  forfeiture  of  ten  pounds.    Tliis  grant  affords 
a  curious  precedent  of  the  solemn  manner  in  which  tbe  conveyafice 
of  lands,  for  religious  uses,  waa  usually  performed  at  ttial  period. 
By  the  kiug^s  own  declaration  prefixed,  it  appears  that  the  do- 
nsrlioa  was  made  **  for  bis  own  sou  I,  the  soul  uf  hb  father«  and 
nvMber,  of  Kmg  William  bis  1>fotlitr,  of  all  bis  auceston  amt 
succi'ssors,  iu  the  presence  of  Queen  Maud,  daii^Uer  of  Ibe 
King  uf  Scotland,    and  the    illuslrious  men,   ecclesiastical  and 
feciilar,  of  all  England,  whose  oames  are  umlerwritten ;  that  bis 
gift  may  for  ever  remain,  confirmed  with  the  sign  of  tbe  Holy 
eross,  and  corrobordleci  with  the  seal  of  his  royal  dignity,  in  the 
yetr  of  our  Lord  llOli  on  the  third  of  the  nouei  of  Septem- 
bfer*."    Ttie  deed  was  signed  by  the  King,  fiaeen,  Robert,  Duke 
of' Norman«1y,    the   king's   brother,    the   t^vo   archbishops,    ten 
bi9h<>ps,  the  pope's  legate  and  cliainbcrlain ;  eight  earlSi  and  ten 
persons  of  distiuclion  in  tbe  royal  household ;  nine  abbots,  and 
twelve  other  clergymen.     A  grant  thus  solemnly  made,  so  amply 
witneased  and  confirmed,  and  sanctioned  by  the  prescriptive  riglit 
of  centuries,  might  liavc  been  considered  as  uiialienably  secure, 
and  establixlied  beyond  tbe  possibiltly  of  revocation ;  but  stabi- 
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^Mily  and  pcrpctUTtv  ar?  but  relative  terms,  ivhen  applied  to  suUli^* 

H^  tiarjr  afl&iirs.    TItia  verv  great,  b>  the  luobt  glaring  act  of  sacri* 

^  Ic;^   committed   under    llio  name  of  an  exchange  of  knds^ 

bgtwgio  Bijibop  Hugg  and  King  Henry  the  Eight b.  wa»»  by  & 

inccessor  of  tbe  grantor,  a  monarch  sitting  upon  it^e  same  throiie, 

»ifi8snoulled.  Tbe  tniqutlout  seizure,  for  bv  no  other  terms  cau 
It  be  bpecitxcd,  was  cuutirmcd  by  an  act  of  |mrliiiiiient,  pan&ed 
Fcbmary  4,  1 527 ;  noder  the  sanction  of  wbicb,  Thorpe  oiicc 
more  reverted  to  the  crown. 

At  tbe  time  of  tlie  grant,  the  lordship  consisted  principally  of 
ttneuUiraled  lands,  as  heath,  grass,  and  wood-land.    For,  in  the 
jcw  1154,  Pope  Aifrian  the  Fourth  confirmed,  by  a  bull»  the 
Muiety  of  Thorpe  tvvodt  to  the  prior  of  Norwich,  reserving  the 
dcnesiM  and  the  ri^ht  of  bunting  to  the  bishop.    And  by  an 
agreement  between  VVtlli»m  ile  Ratej<^hy  Bisltop,  and  Simon,  the 
in  the  year  1  '236,  it  was  deciikd,  that  the  part  of  Thorpe* 
i|  co%'ered  with  oaks  should  be  equutty  divided  between  them, 
le   part  lying  nearest  the  mauor-bouse  of  Thorpe,  to  be  re- 
nted by  the  bishop ;  and  thai  adjacent  to  biabop's  bridge,  by 
nc  prior.     The  fiealh  to  be  divided  into  three  parts — the  bishop 
to  possess  two,  and  the  prior  one.     By  this  adjustment,  for  mu- 
lal  convenience,  the  prior  acquired  free  warren,  and  other  ma- 
trial  rights.    This  lordsliip,  called  Pock-Tbor[>e,  on  the  disso^ 
of  tbe  priory,    by  its  surrender,  A.  D.  1538,    was   re- 
ittted   to  the  prior  WlH&m  CmtUton,  who  was  the  first  dean. 
is  now  vesled  in  tbe  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Norwich.     The  epis- 
copal lordship  was,  in  tlie  thirty-fiAb  year   of  King  Henry  the 
Eigliib,  granted  to  Thomas,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  to  be  held  by  a 
Itetervetl  rent.     Part  of  the  ancient  palace  still  reniaitis. 

E[tKysftHOLD  Heath,  as  il  is  now  called,  liad,  at  an  early  pe< 
,  TBiiotis  sbeep-walks,  with  a  shctiherd  appointed  to  superintend 
I ;  tlui  black  cattle  had  a  neatherd  ;  and  the  swineherd,  who 
Viioked  after  tbe  bogs,  bad  a  salary  of  twenty-six  shiJbngs  and 
«Hghl-pcnce  jier  annum.     Paris  of  tbe  bealb  formerly  abounded 
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wilh  timber  and  under-wood,  as  appears  bj  a  compotm^-or 
modus  of  William  de  Kiiiebj,  wbo  was  prior  in  the  year  12839 
wben  the  bursar  of  the  monastery  received  thirty-seven  sbilUi^ 
and  four-pence  for  under-wood.  In  1315,  the  oak-barit  told  Ibr 
nine  shillings  and  eleven-pence ;  and,  in  1335,  the  prior  received, 
for  timber,  bark,  and  laggots,  six  pounds  sixteen  shillingi  and 
nine-pence^  On  this  heath  are  some  remarkable  caverns,  which 
appear  to  have  been  Ibrmed  by  digging  away  the  flints,  chalk, 
he.  used  in  building  the  adjacent  city. 


About  a  mile  from  the  hamlet  of  Pocklhorpe,  stood  a 
Priory,  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard,  built  by  Bishop  Herbert,  and 
given  by  him  as  a  cell  to  the  priory  of  Norwich.  At  the  sup- 
pression, Henry  the  Eighth  granted  it  to  Thomas,  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk, whose  son,  Henry,  Earl  of  Surrey,  erected,  on  the  site,  a 
noble  mansion,  denominated,  from  the  siluation.  Mount  Surr^,- 
and  from  the  owner,  Surrey  Houite,  Michael  Drayton,  the  poet, 
alludes  to  this  place  in  his  Epistle  to  Henry  Howard,  Earl  of 
Surrey,  who  is  tlius  addressed : — 

<*  Why  art  thoa  slack,  whilst  no  va»  putsliis  hand, 
To  raise  the  Mount  where  Siirrey'tt  Tower  most  stand  ? 
Or  who  the  gronndsU  of  that  work  doth  lay, 
Whilst  like  a  wand'rer,  thou  abroad  dost  stray, 
Ctaspt  in  the  arms  of  some  lascivioiu  dame, 
When  thou  shonklst  rear  an  honor  to  thy  name ; 
When  shall  the  Muses  by  fair  Norwich  dwell, 
To  be  the  city  of  the  learned  well  ? 
Or  when  shall  tint  faur  hoof-plow'd  spring  distill. 
From  great  Mount  Surrey,  out  of  Leonard's  Hilir* 

To  the  north-east  stood  a  chapel,  dedicated  to  St,  Catherine, 
supposed  to  have  been  built  soon  after  the  Conquest ;  and  re-dedi- 
cated to  the  honor  of  St.  William,  a  canonized  boy,  who,  in  tlie 
year  1137,  had  been  crucified  by  the  Jews,  at  Norwich,  in  ridi- 
cule of  Christianity.  He  was  consequently  considered  a  martyr, 
and  numerous  pilgrims  resorted  to  his  shrine,  to  pay  their  de- 
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voirs  ftiid  make  ihcir  pious  ofTeriiigs*  Prom  that  circumstance^ 
St.  Catherine's  received  the  appellation  of  **  Thr  church  of  St* 
HWiam  in  the  Wood.'*  This  wus  demolished  at  the  dissolulioD^ 
IS  was  aUo  tbi?  chapel  of  St.  Thomas  a  Beckers  translation.  The 
rains  of  St,  Michael's  chstpel,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  near 
Bishop's  gate,  are  yet  visible.  This  is  commonly  called  KeVt 
Cadlcr  from  that  rebel  niuking  it  his  residence,  previous  to  his  be* 
mg  taken  and  executed,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Sixth* 

The  viilfipre  of  Thorpe  is  delightfully  sihiated  on  the  side  of  a 
hill  that  overlooks  the  cily  of  Norwich,  from  which  it  is  about  two 
iBJles  distant.    This  vicimty,    and  the  beauty  of  the  situation, 
toiduced  many  opulent  citizens  to  make  Thorpe  their  summer 
Itsorlctice,  and  several  gentlemen  have  erected  handsome  houses 
lere,  laid  out  spacious  gardens,  and  ornamented  them  with  various 
tiations.    The  views  ilowu  I  he  river,  and  over  the  ndjaceut 
itr>*,  are  highly  pleasing:  the  air  is  salubrious,  and  this  Rick* 
oj  Norfolk,  as  it  is  commonly  termed,  may  fairly  tank 
%vi|b  Uie  most  charming  iulaiid  summer  retreats  in  the  kingdom. 


The  hundred  of  WALSUAM 

Ma  srttmted  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  county,  and  joins  that  of 
%]o6eId  on  the  western  side.  The  extent,  from  the  Junction 
mif  the  rivers  Yare  and  Bure,  to  its  extremity  on  the  norlh- 
^pf«st,  near  Hoveton  Broad,  is  al#out  fifteen  miles;  and  the 
breadth  varies  frotn  two  to  eight  miles.  A  considerable  por- 
lon  of  tlie  soil  of  tim  hundred  is  manhy,  and  subject  to  in- 
iHltttion,  |)ariicularly  on  the  eastern  part.  At  the  lime  of 
%1te  Norman  Survey,  it  was  called  Wnlesha,  and  was  then 
iieid  by  the  crown.  Henry  the  Fint  transfened  it,  by  grant, 
te  Ebonrdi  Bishop  of  Norwich,  as  a  )ifi**bold,  at  an  annual 
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teolal  of  one  hundred  shillings  per  annum*  \i  continued  thm|^ 
successive  reigns  to  be  farmed  out ;  and  in  the  time  of  fidwai€ 
the  Second,  John  de  Clavering  was  sdxed  of  this  with  the  hun- 
dred of  Blofield,  and  one  court  was  beM  for  both.  JaiMtte 
First  granted  it  to  Sir  Charles  Comwallis.  The  twelve  pariihM 
of  this  hundred,  with  the  niueteeB-  in  Blofieki,  ooMtitote  fk» 
Deanery  of  EUfid4,  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Norwich.  The 
sum  raised  for  the  poor,  in  1803,  was  2,6951.  8s.  lO^d.  inakaif 
an  average  rate  of  six  shillings  and  four-peMe  baHpcmj  m  the 
anuoal  pound  rent.  A  house  of  industry  was  erected  aft  AeUe,  Ibr 
seven  united  parishes,ui  the  year  1 788.  This  hundred  conlaiBs  tht 
parishes  of  AeU,  Beigktm,  Hmhergate,  HembHnfftfm,  Mimlt§m, 
Ranwarth,  (with  PUnxworth,)  Rieedhtim^  TkMtMtt,  tpi^m  (com 
Fishley,)  Walskam  South,  St.  Mary  and  8t.  LKwrenee.  Ift^ 
hamptan,  and  Woodheuhekk, 

AcLE,  now  a  village,  but  once  a  market  town,  is  situated  at 
a  small  distance  from  the  river  Bnre,  on  a  rising  ground  betwcelk 
Norwich  and  Yarmouth ;  and  at  the  distance  of  about  eleven 
miles  from  each.  At  the  time  of  the  Conquest  it  was  a  feoff  of 
the  crown,  and  was  granted  by  the  Conqueror,  among  other  for- 
feited possessions  of  Ralph  de  Waher,  to  Roger  Bigod ;  who  ob- 
tained for  it  the  privil^e  of  a  fdir  and  market.  Richard  the 
Second,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reigti,  granted  to  the  inha- 
bitants freedom  from  all  tolls,  suits  of  shire,  and  of  hundred, 
with  some  other  immunities. 

At  Aek'dam,  near  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  stood  a  small 
religious  house,  called  Way-bridge  Priory;  which  was 
founded  for  canons  regular  of  the  Augustine  order,  by  Roger 
Bigod,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First,  end  was  endowed  with 
lands  in  the  adjoining  marsh.  Its  revenues  ap|)ear  to  have  been 
very  inconsiderable,  for  at  the  dissolution  they  were  valued  at 
71.  13s.  4d.  per  annum,  and  granted,  with  the  advowson  of  the 
living,  to  Thomas  Howard,  Duke  of  Norfolk.    A  stone  bridge, 
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^f  one  arch,  catted  Wntj-bridgc^  connects  tlic  hundred  of  Wdshain 
%ritli  Ibul  of  \Vcst-Fleg».  No  nlher  bridge  existing  between  this 
sAHil  Ibe  moulh  of  iJte  Yare^  it  forms  an  imporlaDt  patfi;  and  ip 
of  invasion  wouki  be  of  some  niiHliiry  coDseqoeuce. 


Jl££DllAM^  a  village  so  ciitkd  from  tlie  quantilies  of  cccd) 

^pno^iiig  io  lUe  adjacent  niurshrs  atinds  in  the  noutliern  part  of 

the  hundred  on  the  river  Yare.     This  is  stated  lo  be  tlie  place 

\fbere  llie  DaniaJi  kin^,  Lolhbroc,  landed,  wlien  he  was  driven  by 

.44  stonu^  in  au  o|>cu  boat,  »p<>:i  Ihe  coast  of  East-Auglia. 


CLAVEUrNG  HUNDRED, 

Iti  Dotnesdaj-book,  cvdied  Chiveiiugat  occwpics  the  south-ea 
angle  of  the  county,  and  conipreliends  an  area  of  about  ten 
fiiiles  in  length,  by  eight,  in  a  transverse  direction.  Part  of 
this  hundred,  cootainiog  llie  jmrisUes  of  Burgli-Aplon,  Brooke, 
«Dd  Howe,  is  insulated  from  the  rest  by  the  hundred  of  Loddon. 
At  aa  early  period  thb  district  was  possessed  by  the  crown, 
and  was  aflerwards  farmed  by  Sir  /ohu  de  Clavermg,  whose 
famtly  name  was  probably  derived  from  the  lordship.  This 
hundred  contributes  to  the  general  county-rate  for  every  six  hun- 
dred fKiUDds  levy,  VJ\,  49.  ()d.  And,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor,  was  incorporated  ^ith  Loddon,  by  ao  act  pa<ised  in  the 
fourth  year  of  the  present  reign.  The  |>oor  are  partly  provided 
for  in  a  house  of  industry,  situated  in  the  parish  of  Heckingham, 
and  puflially  by  an  allow»uce  ouL  The  aiuount  of  mouey  raised 
for  the  poor,  in  the  year,  ending  at  Easter,  ISO;^,  was  l,8iJlK 
ISi.  1 1  Jd.  making  an  average  rate  of  two  shillings  and  scven-j^hce 
three- fartlungs  in  the  pound.  This  hundred  contains  the  parishes 
«f  Aldebjfi  Brooke,  Burgh- Aptoftt  Burgh  St.  Ti'ter,  Ellingham, 
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Gdderatmie,  GiUu^han  Alt  Saints,  GillmgkaM  St.  Mfliy,  But- 
dueoe^  Hales,  Heckmghimt,  IJotce,  Kirhy  Cuie,  Aoricn  Stik- 
emtne,  Raveningham,  Stooktim  Clatfrmg,  Thorpe,  (next  Had- 
discoe,)  TkurUam,  Toft  Manke,  and  Wheeaacre  All  Saioti. 

At  Aldbt,  Aldehtf,  or  Aldehurg,  was  a  small  prkry,  or  • 
ceO,  to  that  of  Norwich.  It  was  founded  by  Agnes  de  Bcmfoet 
or  Belso,  afterwards  wife  of  Hubert  de  Rye,  for  a  prior  and 
three  black  monks ;  and  was  endowed  with  lands  and  approptiile 
tythes,  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  First,  by  Henry  de  Rye,  tha 
sob  of  Hubert  and  Agnes,  '<  whom  Tanner,  by  mistake,  ealli 
Robert  de  Ria  *.''  From  a  licence  granted  by  King  Edwaxd  the 
First,  to  William  Roscelyne,  for  purchasing  of  the  prioiy  al 
Norwich,  the  lordship  of  this  village,  except  a  manor  icaerfed 
to  the  convent ;  it  appears,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  some  gnat 
lawyers,  that  manors  have  been  erected  wtthin  what  ii  termed 
prescriptke  time.  Other  instances  will  occur  corroboiative  of 
this  fact.  In  a  contest,  subsequent  to  this  purchase,  between 
'William  Roscelyne  and  the  prior,  respecting  commonable  liglitf ; 
the  former  permitted  the  latter  to  dig  mwle,  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  his  lands  m  the  great  common  of  Aldby,  then  cdled 
Mekylheyth.  This  was  in  the  year  1310,  and  the  drcumstance 
tends  to  prove,  that  what  is  magnified  into  new  discovery,  is  often 
no  more  than  a  renewal  of  an  old  praclice,  which  had  been  long 
neglected,  or  forgotten.  Marling  of  lands,  in  which  beneficial 
improvement  Norfolk  has  eiuiuently  taken  the  lead,  is  stated,  by 
some  authors  on  agriculture,  to  have  heen  first  introduced  about 
the  year  1748.  The  temporalities  of  this  priory,  in  the  sixth  year 
of  Edward  the  Fourth,  were  valued  at  7l*  15s.  6d.  On  the  dis- 
solution it  escheated  to  the  crown,  and,  on  the  foundation  of  a 
dean  and  chapter  at  Norwich,  was  conferred  on  that  ecclesiastical 
body. 

Hadescob, 

*  Blomefield's  Essay,  Vol.  VIIL  p.  f .    Sec  also,  Taoncr'd  Notitia  Mo* 
nastica. 
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If  ADEscoB,  or  Hadi>iscor»  is  a  populous  village,  l}i1ng  neur 

the  eastern  extremity  of  llie  hundred  and  county.    The  church 

stmDds  on  au  emioeiicc,  having  a  tract  of  marshes  ort  the  norths 

cast»  aod  a  valley,  here  called  a  deltte,  on  the  south.    At  tliii 

plilce  was  tL  prrceptorif  of  Knights  Templars t  to  which  King  Henry 

tlie  Third  was  a  great  benefactor.     Id  the  year  1^85,  as  appean 

Ijj  a  grant  of  tJiat  monarch,  the  master  of  the  Templars  dtmanded 

'View  of  frank  pledge,  llie  assize  of  bread,  right  of  gallows,  &€♦ 

€i(f  all  the  tenants.     Between  the  village  and  the  river  Wavency, 

Aies  an  extensive  level  of  marshes,  nearly  two  miles  wide;  through 

^nrhicb  the  turnpike-road  from  Beccleii  to  Yarmouth  passes.  At  the 

eastern  extremity  of  this  hundred,  is  St,  Olave's  Bridget  which 

is  s&id  to  liavc  been  built  at  ^le  expeuce  of  Sir  James  Hobart, 

IDiiglit.  Attorney- general  to  King  Henry  the  Seventh ;  who  also 

<]]fvcted  Ac^usetP^jf  to  be  raised  over  the  a<Ijoiuiug  U>ggy  ground. 

It  appears,  however,  ftom  a  manuscript  in  possession  of  Mr.  Aldis, 

<if  Becdes,  that  these  improvements  were  made  at  tfie  rjtpaum 

and  dtnre  of  Damr  HoOnrt,  wife   of  the  said   Sir  Jumea,     A 

bridge  liad  been  projected  here  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  First*, 

and  the  scheme  brought  forward  in  subsequent  reigns,  but  never 

piai  ID  execution  till  llie  period  here  assigDe<l.     Dame  Hobart'e 

bfidge  having  been  found  to  be  in  a  very  decayed  state,  was  taken 

dowQ  aliout  the  year  1770,  and  the  present  handsome  free* 

stone 


*  Xiag  Edward  tire  First,  in  the  twcaty-flf^li  ye^v  of  iiis  reij^,  issued  a 
writ  qnod  daiunum,  for  grantitij;  leave  to  Jeffery  de  Poleritir  of  Gerne-' 
moutli  (Yanuoutli),  to  buiJd  a  bridge  o\cr  tlie  river  Wavcuey,  at  St, 
OlBTe's  Priory.  A  jury  being  iinpaonelled,  returned,  aa  a  verdict,  that 
«ot  Syrie,  a  fisliennui,  railed  John  aitefemfit  had,  for  AeveraJ  year»,  bcea 
aesostomed  t»  carry  persona  over  tlie  water  here,  for  which  he  received 
hftadj  herrings,  and  otber  preitents  ia  kind^  to  the  atmuBl  value  of  twenty 
*Ml*"f«  ]  that,  in  the  time  of  litii  son  Ralph,  tt  auiountpd  to  tliirty  shil* 
iia^ ;  tliat  it  was  then  in  po.<4seMion  of  Jojjo  de  Ludhoni  aiid  tlie  prior 
oTTolt ;  and,  by  various  iniprovcmrotH,  had  been  of  the  aiunial  value  of 
fiftem  pounds.  Tltis  a  a  striking  imlance  of  that  tpecics  of  uquatic  pro* 
ferffy,  ternwd,  ri^kt  ^  ftrry^  oud  wbich^  to  tlie  prcntnt  time,  funus  att 
CDdlesB  Boarce  of  Utigatiou. 
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sionc  structure  erected,  at  tlte  joint  ^xpottoe  of  iLe  counCio  of 

Norfolk  and  SutVotk. 
Coniigiiouf  to  the  village  of  Geldestonej  ia 

GELDE5TO?fE,  or  Crldiston  IIall,  a  banJfioiae 
d<irn  Uuildiog,  pleasauttjr  situated  on  the  bauks  of  tlie 
Wavcney,  sod  ts  tbe  aetit  of  ThaiEHii  Kerrldge.  E»qt*  In  di|g^ 
.^uUh  for  ntakiii*:  cellars  lo  the  mansiun,  about  tiihiv  ^imnago^ 
^r-was  fouud,  a  curious  Runiau  Urac«kt  of  pur«  gold,  now 
acssrou  of  Mr.  Kerr idge. 

GiLLlNOU\M»  an  ex teosivc  parish  m  Uie  sooth  psat  of 

Ircd,  bnd  formerly  two  purish  churches — St.  Maf>  a,  and  AH 

Sainti;  btit  tlic  Utter  was  taken  down  in  tbe  jear  1743*  and  tb» 

,  ^  two  livings  anitad.    The  tower  h  in  niins,  and  the  walU  bai^g^ 

.covered  with  ivy,  render  it  a  picturesque  object.    Tbe  cAmcJk 

Mary^  ii  a  imall,  ancient  buitding,  having  a  senu<iiciihr 
>nst  cud,  thutchcd,  ntid  a  square  tower,  rising  from  the  c«Dlr« 
if  the  church*    The  latter  co&si»t«  of  only  a  choir,  aod,  Iba  tawflr 
decorated^  near  the  top,  wttli  a  series  of  semi-circular  arcbesy 
each  fdce  having  s^ig-^g  niouldings  *.    A  vast  tract  of  manh 
id  here,  has  b^n  converted  into  excellent  grazing  tand»  by 
igt  mxkr  an  act  pafloed  for  the  purpoae,  tt|  ttie  forty-^flb 
of  the  present  reign. 


I, 


Gll.LmcHAM  IlALLf  a  handsome  seat  of  the  anclenf  Ainiily 

of  the  Bacons,  situated  near  the  i  illage,  b  uow  the  property  6t 

ist  lUijaibcth  Schuti. 


EavsKiNGKAM  Hall,  the  seat  of  Sir  Edmund  Bacon,  Bartt 

the 

*  •  An  ^ngnivctl  view  of  this  charrh,  wiH*  »onie  airocuif  of  rbe  fiiriilV'  k 
*^\fin  by  Mr.  W.  Aldif|  in  tfaeOcntlemans'  MagAsme,  W06,  [k19X 

*  t  Ao  atM?estor  af  tliis  fioaUy^  oameil  Onmbalili  aune  (u  EagJasid  wiia 


I 


I 
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ImrDMet  of  Enghml,  <tamU  mUt  the  villi^.-of  Rii^ 
▼SKIKCHAM,  At  tilit  |ilnc«  strolfrgr  wax  A»uii(Te(|  in  the  year 
t350,  for  n  luastpr  and  right  secular  pricnts  td  nHicbfc  ia  tlw 
parkh  diarch«  *•  for  the  Hrmour  of  Ood  tttid  hi^  inolJier/*  Tliit 
€JoOK§t  WM  amply  «ruJoM^(J»  hy  .Sir  itiki  dc  N(>rwicli,  with  luwii^ 
which,  at  the  diHiiolutionp  were  p-Mitecl»  with  the  {tpproprnOe 
fedory,  to  Sir  Antbooy  Dwwiy.  This  Sir  John  de  Norwich  waf 
m&ariaiM  of  Cng^hmtl  rn  the  time  of  Edwafd  If »c  Third,  aiM(» 
n^hh  his  two  hrothers,  tie  borird  in  Ihe  chorch  of  KivcniiighnQl. 
Ammmg  Ihe  niA»ters  of  thit  college,  who  were  tncoestivfiy  reclora 
^  thedrorob»  the  mtnt^fSkeiion  ocrtm,  in  tJic  register  for  the 
ytit  I530<  He  was  90  wf  li  «liilled  in  tiydraulicf^  iod  ao  celo- 
lualefl  for  his  koowled^  in  eivii  mgiHirriv^,  ^c.  ihttt  \m  adtice 
W1M  eoti9tilted,  dod  his  phins  acted  upon,  iti  cultiiig  tlie  loiveti  df 
VinnsiHli,  in  ]5'2ll« 


LOD0ON  HUNDRED, 


In  Ihe  Domesday-hook  written  Lothna,  Loddtnga^  and  Loth- 
iflga^  look  Its  name  from  the  town  of  Loddon»  which  »  said 
to  have  been  so  denonnnatcd  from  bcitig  situated  nmong  wa- 
tery lueadi.  It  is  divided  from  nfofield  on  the  north  hy  thi! 
mar  Wen&um  or  Yore,  and  on  ttie  cast  hy  the  hundrcil  of  CU- 
veriog,  with  ^hkU  it  was  formerly  united*  Both  were  \w\d  hy 
the  crown  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Coufe»9or«  and  suhsequcntJy 
out  to  Roger  Bigod,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  Sir  John  de  CU- 

vcrtn^ 

Wjlli«in,  EaH  Wtrren,  at  ihe  Noroitt  invatiom  and  settled  first  at  UOwf^ 
l8g«ett  near  Holt,  in  Uib  count}.  In  tUu  ftnuly  arc  iiit'ladetl  thn«r  iTIiiiK 
bioH* cfaaraeterB  Friar  Roger Uaeon,  aiid  .Sir  i^uhoUtM  liacon,  Lord  Ki')|h( 
of  Ibe  Great  SraJ  to  Qucco  Elbalietli. 
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^riag,  and  others.  The  greatest  extent  of  Loddon,  from  H«d> 
Uy  Cross  to  Topcroft»  is  about  ttn  miles ;  aad  uearly  Ibe 
distance  from  Rockland  Broad  lo  t))e  Waveoeif^  near  Boflgvj 
Bridge :  but  the  tireadth  diifers  fronn  four  to  set  en  miles.  The 
ivbole  consists  of  a  fertile  soil,  is  well  cultivated,  and  abouiMit 
with  wood  and  water. 

For  ei%ry  six  hundred  pound  leTj,  it  pays  sixteen  poasds 
Iwdve  shillings  to  tlie  county-rate.  It  is  in  tlie  l>eatirry  of 
Brooke  and  Archdeaconry  of  Norfolk.  The  sum  raised  for  the 
poor  of  ibis  division,  in  1803,  was  2,2GGi.  6s,  3id. ;  being  ao 
«¥ertge  of  two  sliilliogs  and  sixpeuce-halfpenny  in  the  pounds 
rate  per  annum. 

The  parish  of  Yelverton,  joined  with  Alptogtoo,  is  in  the  bun- 
4*red  of  Hejistcad ;  and  the  latter  parish  is,  in  Milne's  Survey, 
erroneously  placed.  Burgh-Apton  and  Brook,  which  belong  to 
the  hundred  of  Claverin^»  are,  by  Mr.  Parkin,  accouuted  for  in 
this;  and  Alpington,  though  distinct  on  the  poll-books  of  the 
county,  has  been  supposed  the  same  place  as  llellington  \ 

This  hundred  contaitis  the  parishes  of  AipingtoH  (with  Yelrer> 
tonX  Ashhyt  Bedingham,  Brwmte,  Cjtrifion,  CkedgrapCf  CimxioM* 
Ditchingham,  Hardley,  Hedatham,  HiUhgtont  Kirktle^, 
Ldtnglet/,  Loddon^  Mundham^  Seething,  Sishnd,  Thurtcn, 
Thwaitf^  Topcrojt,  and  fVoodton* 


LODDON, 


A  small  market  town,  situated  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  bun* 
dred  to  which  it  gives  name,  stands  on  the  banks  of  a  small 
stream,  which  rising  near  Howe  in  Clavering,  fdlls  iuto  Ihe  Yare 
it  Hardley  Cross.  The  market  b  weekly,  on  Fridays  ;  and  it  has 
two  anuuiil  fairs.  In  the  tiitit  of  Edward  the  First,  the  manor 
of  Loddon  formed  part  of  the  immeuse  estates  belonging  to  the 
Bigod  family.     lu  t^ie  twenty-fifth  year  of  that  reign,  Roger 

Bigod, 

*  Hist  and  Autir|*  of  Norf.  ToL  VIIL  p.  f« 
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l^tgod.  Earl  of  Norfa!k,  contracted  by  indenture  with  John  de 

Sr^rave,  lo  stTve  biiii  in  time  of  war  and  peace  with  six  knighU* 

either  io  England^  Wales,  or  Scotland,  for  Ibe  lemi  of  hh  lik  • 

the  nid  eari  allowing  him  and  his  knights  hmtchc  oj  CQUrit  and 

provender  for  their  horses.    On  these  coniUtions  tiie  earl  luade 

a  grant  of  the  manor  to  John  de  Segrave,  who  procured  of  the 

lung  a  diarter  of  free  warren.    From  this  family  it  was  conveyed, 

liy  marriage^  into  that  oiMannif.     In  tJie  time  of  King  Henry  the 

Seventli  it  belonged  to  Sir  JaTJUs  Hobart*,  Lord  Chief  Justice  ot* 

the  Conrt  of  Common  Pleas;  in  which  office  he  died  Decemher 

t6,  1525*     He  lived  at  Halts  Hall,  commonly  called  Loddoa 

llall,  from  its  being  iu  thai  parish.     Sir  J^mes  was  a  great  bene^ 

fiictor  lo  the  town  and  neighbourhood.    The  Church  at  Luddoo. 

ubicb  is  a  handaotue  stone  structure,  uilh  a  £ne  tower,  was 

elected  at  his  aole  esLpence.     Iu  the  chance],  on  a  marble  altar 

tomb,  are  several  brass  plates,  with  the  arms,  and  two  muti* 

lalcd  itooe  fibres,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  Henry   Hobart, 

Esq.  a«d  others  of  llje  family*     A  piece  of  stained  glass,  taken 

out  of  the  cast  window  of  Loddon  Church,  represents  Sir  Janies 

Hobart  and  his  lady,  both  kneeling,  with  the  family  arras  emliki« 

Koned  on  his  surcoat»  and  abo  on  her  mautle,     TJie  right  side 

ef  this  picture  was  embetltslied  with  a  sketch  of  Loddon  Church, 

and  the  left  with  a  view  of  St.  Olave's  Bridge.     Beneath,  was 

the  following  inscription  in  black  letter : 

"  Orate  pro  aia  Jaci  Hob  art,  millt.  Si  attomati  dmi  regi^ 
qui  Hanc  ecclesiam  a  priutis  fundamentis  condidit  in  tribus  aonis 
cum  suis  propriis  bonis,  aimo  regis  Henrici  sepUmi  umlecimo." 
This  painting,  according  to  the  minutes  of  the  S^mldiiig  Society, 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  Hugh  James,  of  UpwtH  ;  but  is 
uow  the  property  of  Mr.  William  Canu,  of  Mendham. 

Lang LEY 


•  Jainet  Hobart  hat]  rlic  liojior  of  knigluliood  conferred  on  him  bj*  Kiof 
fienry  tlie  Seventh.  From  thU  Sir  JumtH  \mvt  iiv»crmlci\  three  (U»liogii»tied 
ilics  in  Norfolk.    In  the  MCiOoil  linn  wa%  hi^  grandson,  Sir  Henry  Ho* 
who  WA^  Attornej-Getier*!)  (o  King  James  tlt«  Tint,  aod  sinccitor  of 
j£aiUof  Buckijighamahirc. 
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La NGLEV  Abbey  IS  called  by  S)9eed,  wlio  ib11ov«9  LtUnd^T 
nutinery ;  but  Dugdale,  from  nndoubted  authority,  olntnva^ 
tlial  It  w&i  a  pr<'niou<i(r;itcusiiiD  ubbe^r  of  wliiie  canons,  and 
fouuded  A.  D.  11<)S,  by  Robert  Ftts-Eogert  ^ho  was  shetiS  of 
Narfolk  and  Sullolk  iu  the  third  and  fourth  years  of  King 
Kichard  tlie  First.  For  its  sui^port  he  made  n  grant  of  tbt 
itiauor  and  church  of  Langley.  King  Johu,  hi  the  Uni  year  of 
bis  reign,  coofiruicd  l}ie  don^ilious  of  the  founder ;  and  j^raiitid 
iiberly  to  iiold  a  fair  and  market  at  this  pUict ;  and  al$o  iibctt 
of  sac  and  soe,  with  various  other  privileges  within  the 
In  fiubM!queflt  (leriods^  the  monufitery  received  continual  addltii 
to  lis  possessions,  from  the  posterity  of  tlie  founder,  who  had 
lasumed  tlie  nanie  of  De  Cl49eHn^>  The  nanitf  of  tiuiiy  other 
|)ersoiis  arc  si^ectfied  tn  the  list  of  benefactors.  So  ant{«W  ^vai  it 
endowed,  that,  according  to  Parkin,  the  Bixie-roU  included  such 
a  number  of  names,  tliat  a  considerable  portion  of  tlic  oiicjiitiiq 
jiuni^ter's  time  atusl  have  l>ecn  occupied  to  enumerate  them  iB 
ilte  daily  prayers.  The  eslablishmeot  was  for  an  abbot  and  ^Ama 
canons*  who  were  fir&l  chosen  from  tlie  priory  of  Alnwick.  A4 
the  Dissbiution,  Laii$;1ey  Abbey  wrs  found  assened  tl  IbcVi 
lliilling^s  and  iiiiie-peuce,  |)ayabte  every  seven  weeks,  for  stnrkstt 
«f  guard  to  Norwich  Cai^tle.  lu  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  Kim| 
lleury  the  Eighib,  the  reveoues,  valued  at  ISSh  ID*.  9<t.  pti 
annum,  ucconlinj  lo  Speed,  were  jijrawted,  with  the  site  of  tho 
abbey,  now  called  ll>e  Gran^r^  to  John  Bemey,  Esq.  Al  present 
it  Is  included  iii  the  extensive  park  aiul  plantations  of  Sir  Tl#> 
mas  Becuckamp  Prttclor,  Bart.     His  house,  caHcd 

Langlgy  Hall,  is  a  nobte  modern  building,  haviag  four 
quadrangular  turrets,  one  at  each  corner,  riaing  a  story  abo**e  tho 
centre  of  the  building ;  and  two  dtlached  wings.  The  othces  are 
inclosed  by  plantations,  uud  the  park  is  well  stocked  with  deer. 

In  the  parish  of  Laoglcy,  five  liuJidrcd  and  fifty  acres  of 
mirsliy  cotnmon  were  enclosed  by  an  act,  which  was  obtained  in 
the  year  180O;   ajid  the  wortliy  baronet,  who  is  lord  of  the 

Qianor, 
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tntoor^  lias  allotted  out  a  portion  for  sticli  poor  people  as  are 
able  to  keep  cows* 

Tlic  CfutrcA  of  TllWiilTE,  in  Itits  hundred^  has  already  been 
rdcrrcd  lo»  Jiud  its  ancletit  entrance  door-way  dcscrifxj*!,  p.  50. 
Aa  tlib  place  formerly  belouged  to  the  Abbpy  of  St.  Eilmuud's 
Bur\«  the  present  building  was  probably  erected  soon  after  llie 
foundatiou  of  that  monastery.  Its  (!oor*way  lias  some  similar 
omameuts  to  what  may  be  seen  od  the  curious  tower  of  St.  James, 
at  Btirv. 


HUMBLEVARD  IJUNDRED, 

tuated  to  the  soutli-west  of  the  city  and  county  of  Nonvicli 

liberty^    is  in  length,  from  north  to  south,  about  seven  miles; 

and  iu  breadth  six*  from  east  to  west.     It  comprehends  a  rich 

and    wel]*wooded    tract    of   hmd»   and   u  watered   by  varioni 

brooks  or  streamSp  besides  the  rivers  Tcse  an^l  Yare,  wliich  wind 

tlieir  course  through  it.     The  soil  is  fertile,  and  the  lands  iu'  a 

Ijigb  state  of  cultivation.    There  h  no  market-town  in  the  hun- 

dr^.     The  crown  was  possessed  of  the  fee  at  the  time  of  the 

Coaquest;  and   in  later  periods  it  was  leased   out  to  JiJfcrcot 

persons,     James  the  First  granted  the  whole  for  three  lives  to  Sir 

Charles  CornwalUs,  Knt,  at  the  ainuial  rent  of  7I.  6s.  7d.    This 

UuDfir^d,  which  forms  a  whole  deanery,  is  in  the  archdeaconry  of 

Konvich;  and  at  Ihe  lime  of  the  survey,  called  the  Norwicli 

contained  tweoty-cight  |iarlslics*.     It  pays  to  every  si. ^ 

pound   levy  of  the   county- rate,    13l,  |t^     The   sum 

t^tsed  for  the  poor,  in  the  year  ending  1803,  was  3,95^1*  4^  t<i» 

Ltetitg  an  average  of  six  shillings  nod  two-pence  in  the  pound ; 

^  tid   in  nine  parishes,  tiie  rach-reniai  n  umde  the  scale  of  pro« 

^(>ortioo  for  levying  the  poor-tu\. 

Tlii^ 
•  Bbraeficia's  Essay,  Vol.  V,  p.  t. 
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This  hundred  contains  the  parishes  of  Broom  AA,  CarUmi 
East,  Colney,  Crimglrf&rd,  Duiutan,  Flordon^  Hetkd,  Hetker^ 
sett,  HiniiMod,  Keswick,  Ketterimgham,  Merkshatt,  or  Matii' 
9haU  Heath,  MeltaorMagna,  Meltm-Parva,  MMarttm,  Netff- 
ion-Flotman,  Swainstharpe,  Swardeston,  and  JVremngham. 

MuLBARTON,  a  Village  situated  on  the  road  from  Norwich  to 
New  Buckenham,  was  called  Molke,  or  Great  Barton,  in  the 
Conqueror's  tune ;  and  the  manor  was  then  iu  the  possession  of 
Roger  Bigod.  In  the  time  of  King  Henry  the  Third,  it  appewTB 
to  have  belonged  to  Tliomas  de  Sancto  Omero,  or  St.  Omer,  who 
was  justice-itmerant  for  Cambridgeshire ;  and  who  obtamed  of  that 
monarch  the  privilege  of  a  fair  for  the  village,  and  free  warren  to 
hb  manor.  For  in  the  year  1285,  upon  a  writ  of  quo  warrami0 
being  issued  for  every  manor  in  the  county,  this  Thonuis  claimed 
view  of  frankpledge,  assize  of  bread,  and  ale,  and  all  other 
liberties  attaching  to  a  court-/rfr,  or  leet.  He  also  claimed  the 
privilege  of  infangentbef,  and  erected  a  gallows  here,  on  which, 
in  the  same  year,  was  hanged  one  Walter  Godw^ne,  who  wai 
takeu  on  this  manor,  end  convicted  of  felony  in  the  court-lele  oC 
the  same.  But  it  appearing  that  this  was  an  assumed  liberty, 
without  a  royal  grant,  an  order  was  made,  that  the  lord  should 
l>e  disseized  of  such  liberty,  and  the  gallows  taken  down.  The 
Church  was  erected  by  this  baron,  the  windows  of  \thich  were 
highly  ornamented  with  stained  glass.  Agaiust  the  west  wall  of 
the  nave,  is  a  mural  monument  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Edwin 
KiCH.  On  the  top  is  a  large  hour-glass,  and  underneath  this 
descriptive,  but  peurile  inscription : — 

<<  Our  life  is  like  an  lionr-^lass,  and  our  Richbs  are  like  sand  in  it, 
which  runs  witli  us  but  tlie  time  of  our  cootinuance  here,  and  then  moat  be 
turned  up  by  another. 

To  speak  to  men,  as  if  men  hoard  you  talk, 
To  live  with  men  as  if  God  saw  you  walk ; 
Wlien  thou  art  young,  to  live  well  thou  must  strive ; 
'When  thou  art  old,  to  die  well  then  contrive, 

TheU^rd 
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7V(/W  |>af  e  mc  birtlij  and  Norwich  brocdiDg  i 
Triuity  College,  in  Cambridge,  leamlag  j 
lincaln'fl  Ino  iHd  toach  me  law  and  equity ; 
ReporU  I  have  made  in  the  cduj  U  of  Chancery. 
And  dioiigh  I  caimot  skill  io  rhymes,  yet  know  tt, 
In  my  life  I  was  mtiie  own  deathls  po«t ; 
For  he  who  leaves  Wn  work  to  otlier's  trait. 
May  be  dt^e^ived,  when  he  lic^^  m  the  diut ; 
And  now  I  have  travelkd  through  all  these  wayn. 
Here  I  conclude  the  story  of  my  days  ; 
Aod  h«rc  my  rliymcs  I  end,  then  a&k  no  more, 
Here  lie*  Sir  Edwin  Ricky  who  lov'd  tlic  pwrr. 

Qui  rooritur,  antt^qttam  moritur, 
Non  moTitiir,  postqiaun  nroritur. 

McmorvK  sacnini,  anno  sni  douiioi  107^,  etat  stirv*  81. 

Non  est  morule  qii«d  opto." 

This  vllUge  U  celebrated  as  U>c  birth-place  of  Sib  Thomas 
Richardson,  «vbofe  father  wa»  rector  of  the  parish.  Lie  was 
bred  lo  Uie  bw,  in  uliich  profession  be  bccatiie  so  eminent  as  to 
be  appolated  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Novem- 
ber '2S,  l6'Z6 ;  atid  died  about  eight  years  aflemmrds*  lie  was  iii' 
terred  in  ^^eaUniitiiter  Abbey^churcb^  where  an  inscription,  on  a 
bnm  plate,  relates  some  [>iirtieuiar3  of  his  life  and  deatli. 

CotNBY  is  an  incon^rdcrable  village  in  the  north  part  of  the 
hundred,  fituated  upon  a  stream,  which  forms  the  southern  boun- 
dary of  the  city  and  coutitv-lilierty.  In  the  church,  which  is 
a  imall  buildtttg,  with  a  round  tower,  is  a  flat  stone  lo  the  me- 
mory of  SiA Thomas  Bettys;  and  on  a  brass  plate  the  fol- 
lowing inscription: 

**  O  man  the  bcUc  isaolemplyc  rownge, 
Anil  the  M<iaK  wyth  dcvotyion  tonge. 
And  the  mete  meryly  liete, 
Sone  khall  Sen?  Thomas  Bettys  be  forgete, 
On  whose  sowte  God  have  mercy,  Amen. 
Qui  obiit  V*  die  Aprilia,  A'-  Dm,  MCCXCLXXXI." 
Vot,  XL— March,  1809*  O 
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The  manor  is  the  property  of Norris,  Esq.  who  has 

made  various  iinprovemeiiti  at  his  seat  here,  which  is  called 
CoLN£Y  Hall.  Tliis  is  a  handsome  mansion,  standing  on 
high  grounds  above  the  river ;  whence  is  an  extensive  and  varied 
view  over  the  surrounding  district. 

I  NT  WOOD,  now  a  small  village,  was,  at  the  Conquest,  granted 
by  King  William,  to  Eudo,  the  Sewer ;  and  early  became  the 
property  of  an  ancient  family  named  TivUes,  In  1548,  SirRiehr 
ard  Gresham,  Knt,  of  London,  died  seized  of  the  manor  of 
Intwood,  an<l  five  other  manors  in  tlib  hundred.  In  this  village 
b  the  fine  old  seat,  called  Intwood  Hall,  at  which  Sir  Hio- 
mas  Gresham,  Knt.  son  of  Sir  Richard,  in  the  year  1549,  enter- 
tained John  Dudley,  the  great  Earl  of  Wanvick,  in  his  joumej 
against  the  forces  under  the  rebel  Ket.  The  house  Sir  Thomas 
afterwards  enlarged,  "hnd  lef\  it  a  curious  specimen  of  the  then  pre- 
valent style  of  building.  Tliis  Sir  Thomas  was  the  founder  ofthe 
Royal  Exchange,  London,  and  of  a  College  for  tlie  encourage- 
ment of  useful  learning ;  in  which  he  made  a  provision  for  six 
professors,  to  deliver  lectures  in  the  liberal  sciences.  The  manor 
was  sold  about  the  year  1500,  to  Henry  Hobart,  Esq.  aud  is 
now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire. 

Keter INGHAM  was  the  properly  of  Robert  de  Vallibus,  or 
Vaitx,  who  came  lo  England  with  the  Conqueror.  After  ex|jc- 
riencing  various  ciianges,  it  cainc,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Seventh,  inlo  the  possession  of  Ihc  distinguished  family  of  Heren- 
ingham,  wlio  look  their  name  from  a  pliice  in  the  counly  of 
Suflbik,  and  of  which,  Jcftcry  de  Ileveningham  was  lord  of  the 
manor,  in  Ihe  lime  of  the  Danisli  king  Canute,  A.  D.  lOCO. 
Few  families  can  boait  such  a  kniuhtly  pedigree  as  this;  it  having 
had  twcnly-seven  kiiii^hls  in  nearly  retiular  succession,  with  the 
exceplion  of  one  or  two  descents.  From  monumental  inscrip> 
lions  in  the  chancel,  Keteringham  appi^ars  to  have  been  first  in 

possession 
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fpo%session  of  one  of  lliU  famllY,  in  the  time  of  Henry  Uie  Se- 

-venllt.     Sir  Henry  Grey,  by  Im  will,  dated  1492,  bequeathed 

%liis  manor  to  Thomas  Hi<vt'iiitighnm»  Esq.  who  had  married  the 

^aaghter  of  Dame  June  Grey,  wife  of  llie  aforesaid  Sir  Henry. 

•Xliis  Thomas  was  a  great  favoriie  of  llie  Dnkc  of  Gloucesler, 

'^bo  settled  on  him  an  annuitv  for  life.     He  died  A.  D.  1499: 

a^n«),  Willi  his  wife,  were  btincd  in  ihcdianceL     Over  the  cflfigies 

of  bolli,  who  arc  m  a  kneeling  posture,  with  four  sons  behind 

iiini,   and    four  daughters    liehind   her,   are    I^tin   inscriptions, 

a^qiiesting  poslltnmous  prayers  for  the  benefit  of  Ihe  deceased ; 

^(1  a  propitietur  to  the  Deily  *, 

WiLLlABi  HkveNINgham,  Esq,  who  WBs  high  sheriff  for  tlic 
tounly  of  Norfolk,  in  the  year  l655,  was  one  of  the  judges  who 
decide<l  the  fate  of  King  Charles  the  First.  For  this  act,  at  the 
Restoration,  he  was  tried  and  convicted ;  but,  being  one  of  the 
ajoet^en  regicides,  who  surrendered  tliemselves  up,  under  the  pro* 
duration,  issued  on  the  (>th  of  June,  l66o,  he  received  (he 
royal  pardon.  The  following  year,  Mary»  bis  second  wife,  ob- 
t;iiiiid  a  patent,  granting  her  mo*!,  if  not  the  whole  of  her  bus- 
buaii's  confi^cated  estates,  particularly  that  of  Hcveuiiigham, 
and  this  of  Ketleriugham.  On  the  north  side  of  the  altar  b  a 
handsome  monunieut  of  black  and  white  marble,  with  the  e6igic$ 
of  them  in  prating  postures  before  a  reading-table,  and  two 
children,  kneeling  by  the  side  of  them.  Affixed  to  the  table,  is 
the  figure  of  an  angel,  with  expended  wings,  embracing  an  io- 
faot  in  swaddling  clothes ;  under  which  is  thb  inscription : 


*"  This  monument  w&s  erected  hy  the  Ri((ht  Hanorubit  the  Lady  Mary 
Hevrnina;liiim ,  for  her  deceasetl  tuiAband,  hni^elf  ami  children,  the  dani^hter, 
.and  grwid-daii {filter  of  the  Ri^ht  Honorable  Henry  and  John  Carey,  VI*. 
emiiitii  Rochfonl,  Barons  of,  Huosdoa,  and  Earb  of  Dover ;  and  of  Abigail, 
ComiUtt  of  Dover, 

Under  Ihis  pyramid  of  marble  lies, 
Bolii  root  aud  bmiidt  of  noble  prugenies^ 


^  Dtoaiefield's  Easay,  Ate.  Vol.  V.  p.  9t. 
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A  nateUm  hAj  Urn  tecvred,  brMglit  home ; 

ta  petce  decouad,  lits  ninbniged  io  tfab  tomb, 
Where  imdittnrbed  may  their  slnmberiqg  dost 
Rest  till  the  resurrection  of  the  jtut. 


loclyta  wa^ifiei  eemis  If onuBenta  Sepuichri 
Forte  brevt  tpatio,  fata  fatora  toa. 

Reader,  comider  what  thon  here  dost  sea 
Id  a  few  moments  thine  own  &tc  may  be. 

Anno  Domim  1678." 

This  lady  died  at  her  bouse  in  JemiyB-stneet,  London,  in  Ja* 
ouary,  1696,  and  lies  buried  with  her  husband  in  Keteringham 
church.  Their  son.  Sir  William  Ueveningham,  who  was  knfghtcd 
by  Charles  the  Second*  in  the  year  l674«  had  an  heiret%  who 
9old  tlie  manor  with  tlie  tine  family  mansion  to  Edward  Atkjn% 
Esq.  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Edward  Atkins,  Knt.  Lord  Chief  Baraii 
of  the  Exchequer. 

KsTSft INGHAM  Hall.  the  property  and  seat  of  Edward 
Atkyns,  Esq*  was  repaired  by  William  Heveiiingham,  Esq.  in  the 
year  l648 ;  and  the  grounds  improved  by  a  large  plantation  of 
trees  made  at  the  isame  time.  It  b  a  handsome  seat,  in  a  pleasant 
.part  of  the  county. 


DEPEWADE,  OB  DEEPWADE  HUNDRED, 

jSo  called  from  some  oetelnnted  ford,  or  pass,  ov^  a  stream,  (the 
term  signifying  a  Deep  ford),  liesto  the  south  of  Hunibleprd  ;  and 
is,  in  length,  from  east  to  ucst,  ten  miles,  aud  seven  in  breadth. 
The  soil  is  fertile,  the  lands  well  inclosed,  and  the  country 
abounds  with  timber.  Biomefield  describes  the  roads  as  being 
intolerably  bad ;  but  that  inconvenience  has  been  since  his  time 

much 
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nocb  removed,  by  Uie  altenlioii  paid  to  slatklical  unprovemeats* 
nVo  tunipilte-roads  pasa  through  the  hundred,  and  the  vicinal  roads 
gffueraillv  in  good  couditioii*  About  17D0  acres  of  Uiid  w^re 
Ed  m  Ihb  di»tric1,  under  an  act  passed  in  tlie  year  1778* 
TTbe  fee  of  tim  hundred  wus  in  posset&ion  of  the  crown  till  the 
ttmc  of  Richard  the  First  In  1327,  Edward  tlie  Third  grunted 
it  to  John  de  Ciavering,  and  his  hetrs ;  and  it  is  now  divided 
smiongit  various  proprietors.  It  fonus  the  deanery  of  Dtrpwade^ 
and  formerly  coiitvitued  twenty-! hree  paris^hes.  It  pays  to  the 
couoty-mle,  for  every  six  liundred  pound  levy*  ^dl»  1  Is.  6i\. ;  the 
annual  anunint  of  money  raited  for  the  tise  of  the  poor  in  I803» 
«a!i  8, '21  iL  6s.  7d.,  forniiiiu  an  average  rate  of  six  Bbiltio^s  one 
penny  three- farthings  in  the  |M>und  mil.  The  rate  is  itpportioued 
on  ail,  exce|it  six  paridie<i,  accordini^  to  the  rack-roiitul  *. 

Tim  bumlred  containa  ihe  purishes  of  Asktceiithorpe^  Asfattan, 
BimWfU,  Carffon  Rode,  Foi-ncrti  St.  Mary,  Forncrff  St.  Peter, 
Fritiam^  FundmhaU,  Hapton^  Hardtekh,  llfmpnal/,  Mou/tomt 
Morning  Thorpe,  Shelfon,  Strniton  St.  Mary,  Strattan  St 
Mtchae),  Tacofnestoni  Ta*burgh,  Tharston,  Ttbbenham^  and 
WtiCion  Mag^na. 

Tas BURGH,  Of  Taesbot^ngh,  at  preient  a  small  village,  erro- 
neously placed,  by  Camden,  at  the  source  of  Ihe  river  Weusum, 
Ncs  near  the  confluence  of  three  treauis  which,  oniling  here, 
form  tJie  river  Tess»  or  Tese,  anciently  called  Tails,  anil  Tau* 
TIm^  which  is  now  a  stream  of  Utile  nole,  waA  evideully  once 
Mttell  dee|)er,  and  flowed  wider  than  at  present ;  for  it  r»  recorded, 
that  it  was  fordahle  in  no  other  place,  in  the  hundred,  but  tliit. 
M«ire  probably,  Tasburgh  might  be  the  furthest  phce  down  I  lie 
ttrciim  tluit  was  passable  wilh  s<ifety,  thence  called  (he  dcrp-wade, 
and  the  hundred,  from  that  circumstance,  denoniiimtetl  Dcpwade. 
The  name  of  T;)sbury;h  points  it  ont,  us  having  originally  Iteeu  a 
fortified  place  upon  the  river  Tese.     Dr.  Gale,  in  his  Commen* 

O  3  taiy 
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tary  on  tlie  llinerary  of  Antoninus,  observes,  that  the  river  was 
called  Tttu,  that  coins  have  been  discovered  here,  bearing  the 
inscription,  Ic.  DuRO.  T.;  and  that  this  was  evidcntlj  the  sta- 
tion Ad  Taum,  mentioned  in  the  Petingcrian  tables.  Camden 
thought  it  to  be  the  Ad  Taum  mentioned  in  the  Chorographical 
tables,  published  by  Velser ;  although  Baxter  was  determined  to 
lix  it  at  Cambridge.  As  Venta  Icenorum  takes  place  of  this  m 
the  Itinerary,  Ward  supposed  that  station  to  have  arisen  from  tiie 
decay  of  Ad  Taum ;  but  it  is  most  probable  the  latter  was  aa 
advanced  |K)st  to  the  former;  and  an  advantageous  utuatioB 
it  was  to  guard  the  pass  of  the  river,  and  cover  the  important 
city— the  kenian  Venta.  The  castramelatioii  is  on  the  summit  of 
a  high  hill,  which  commands  an  extensive  view  of  the  surrounds 
ing  country.  The  river  washes  its  eastern  base.  Tiie  entrencb' 
ment  b  of  a  square  fonii,  containing  an  area  of  about  twenty- 
four  acres ;  and  the  fossa  and  valla  are  still  very  visible.  In  the 
midst  of  it  stands  the  parish  church,  which  has  a  round  tawet, 
said  to  have  been  erected  iu  the  year  1385. 

This  place  gave  name  to  the  ancient  family  of  Tasbuig,  who 
long  were  lords  of  the  manor,  and  had  their  seat  here ;  but  oa 
their  removing  from  it,  made  their  principal  residence  at  Flixton, 
or  FeUxtowu,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Stratton,  or  Straton,  the  name  of  two  villages  \\liich  forr 
merly  coiistiluled  one  place,  derive  their  name  from  Stratum, 
or  the  street ;  being  built  upon  part  of  the  great  Roman  road : 
vestiges  of  which  arc  yet  traceable.  By  the  Saxous  it  was 
called  Estratunast  and,  at  present,  is  known  by  the  name  of 
Long  Stratton.  That  this  was  anciently  a  place  of  consequence 
is  evinced  by  its  vicinity  to  Tasburgh,  (of  which  station  it  pro- 
bably formed  a  part,)  and  from  the  numerous  coins,  urns,  and 
other  Roman  and  Saxon  Antiquities,  which  have  been  discovered 
in  and  near  the  village.  On  o|)ening  a  gravel-pit,  about  a  fur- 
long from  the  houses,  in  the  year  1773,  at  the  depth  of  six  feet 
below  the  surface,  several  urns  were  found  placed  in  a  regular 

arrangement. 


arrajigeraeiit.  Tliesc  were  alt  mutilated,  except  one,  which  was  pre- 
served, ami  is  now  in  the  collectiori  of  Sir  John  Berney,  of  Kirby* 
DcdoiK  The  vessel  is  nirtoii^ty  ornamented,  and  nhen  found, 
had  a  comnton  plain  pan,  formed  of  red  earth,  laid  over  U, 
as  a  cover.  Thi*  an%wer*  the  description  usually  given  of  Uie 
Roman  mode  of  cto^in^^  the  moutlis  of  urm,  after  the  ashes  had 
beeu  deposited*  At  the  distance  of  ten  yards  from  tlie  same 
gravel-pit^  and  nb#ut  tlie  same  depth,  a  sepulchral  hearth  \^as 
^  afterwards  discovered,  of  a  quadrangulnr  form,  twelve  feel  in 
^P  diameter,  and  covered  lo  the  deplh  of  three  inches,  with  a  mix- 
lure  of  ashes  and  burnt  carlhr     This  was,  doublless,  one  of  those 

»  places  set  apart  for  bitrning  the  bodies  of  the  defunct,  and  for 
more  easily  collecting  the  ashes  to  place  in  the  funereal  urns. 
EsTRATrNA  anciently  belonged  to  the  East-Anglian  kings, 
and  subsequently  comprised  three  |>arishes — St»  Mary's,  St.  Mi- 
d»cl's,  and  St.  Peter'^ ;  but  ihe  church  uf  the  latterivas  dila- 
pidaled  in  the  time  of  llenrv   the  Seventh.     This  |>tace  long  en- 

I  joyed  the  |)rivik'ge  of  a  market  under  (he   honor  of  Richmond  ; 
but,  on  a  dispute  arising  hetween  the   lessee  of  the  honor  and 
tbe  Lord  of  Slratton-hall,  in  the  lime  of  Henry  the  Ei^lilb,  the 
marker,  not  beini;  contirme<l  by  royal  graid,  was  lost,  and  has 
beeo  discontiuuetl   ever  since.     The  church,   a  farj^e  building, 
having  a  nave,  two  aites,  and  a  chancel,  was  erected  by  Sir  Roger 
de  Bourne,  Kni|ihl,  about  the  year  1330.     The  circular  tower 
^^sppears  of  more  anciont  date,  and  is  surmountcil  by  a  small  spire. 
I^fla  the  chancel,  at  Ihc  cast  end,  is  an  altar  tomb,  to  the  memory 
df  JuDtfK  Rrbve,  aud  his  wife.    A  very  long  inscription,  in 
Latin,  commemorates  and  praises  hts  private  virtues,  ami  upright 
uct  as  a  judge,  *Scc.     He  died,   March  27,   ltJ47,  and  stic, 
12,  1657*     Under  a  low  tomb  are  deposited  rhc  remains 
founder,  marked  hy  a  mutilated  ir]5crr|»tioii ;  and  m  one  of 
be  windows  was  some  stained  ^luss,  with  this  inscriptioo : 


»*  Oratk  Pro  Aia,  Rkg— Orhe-^u," 
RoccRi  BE  BoRNE)  MtUtis,  Jkc. 


04 


i,  e.   Orate  Pro  AnimalHii 
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FoRNCET^  a  vHYagc  uictudtng  ser^ral  bfTwk9t  or  iMMirtib  n 
tmuems  for  fiavltig  been  iltt  property  ot  Ro^r  Bi^od,  HiH  £iil 
of  Norfutk,  of  the  succeeding  eark  and  dukes,  and  as  ataa^i^ 
at  Ibc  betif  of  llic  honor  of  Norfolk.  The  kni^kten  c<mri,  as 
it  was  termed,  w:is  usually  held  l»erc  every  three  weekfi,  fo  wbkli 
were  attached  fire  different  officers^  viz,  an  auditor,  a  feodxff, 
a  collector,  a  scrjcuit,  and  a  IjaififF,  At  tlib  court  alt  die  great 
nieii  who  held  their  several  mauors,  lands,  or  lencmeals,  of  tlie 
Norfolk  honcvr,  were  obliged  to  attend  m  j^tersun,  or  by  their 
attomies,  to  do  suit  and  serrice ;  ami  commute  for  ca^tle-giwid 
service  of  tlie  earl's  castle  at  Norwich*  The  lordship  is  at  pre^ 
ttal  the  projierly  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk. 


Tacolneston,  commonly  called  Tadcstonj  a  snudl  villagi* 
which  derived  ils  name  of  Vilta  Tacohi,  from  some  ancient  owner, 
U  celebrated  as  the  birth-place  o(Jokn  Tacespftafwt,  who  was  elected 
prinr  of  the  Carmelites,  or  White-Friars,  in  Nomich,  A.  0.  U04* 
He  was  a  learned  divine,  ajwwerfal  orator,  and  a  man  of  distin- 
guished piety.  Fuller,  however,  was  of  opmioii,  that  all  hu 
merits  were  absorbed  by  an  intolerant  spirit,  and  bis  virtues  anni- 
hilitted  by  a  want  of  the  essential  ingredient — cbristiau  charity* 
lie  dcclairacd  violently  agninst  the  doctrines  of  Huss  and  Wic- 
IjfTc  ;  and  Lollardism  ftlt  tJic  efTtcts  of  his  persecuting  zeaL  He 
publhhed  two  treatises,  as  a  Commentary  on  tlie  Book  of  Reve- 
lations; a  collection  of  Sermons  ad^)ted  for  Holy- Days;  and 
several  oilier  works;  which,  to  render  of  greater  weight  and  ao- 
thority,  he  made  a  journey  to  Rome,  and  otnahied,  ^^oin  Pope 
Martin  the  Fifth,  the  papal  approbation  and  imprimatnr.  White 
on  thut  biisincss  be  died,  and  was  buried  there •» 

TacoLNEston  Hall,  a  fine  old  brick  mansion,  eonsisti  of 
a  body  and  two  wings.  The  former  is  three  stories  in  height, 
having  the  atllc  windows  placed  in  its  ^ble-euded  roof^  and  tlte 

cUimMs 
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cktmnies  nre  composed  of  etrculsif  clusters.  It  wva  proimblj 
eracted  by  Ricbard  Browne  de  SparLcs,  about  tlie  y«*t  1670; 
the  manor  then  being  m  the  Browne  fdnul^^  and  was  lately  tbe 
of  Kiii{)e  Gobber,  Esq. 


Thoife.  t^M  also  Ashwell-Thorfe*  to  distinguish  il 
ffom  otli«r  |>iaces  bearing  tiie  lame  appellation  tn  tiie  county^ 
was»  for  many  centurieir  the  property  of  tlt«  ancient  and  em^^ 
gently  distinguished  fatnily  of  De  Thorpe,  iiho  took  their  snr- 
imm¥t  irnm  the  place  Sir  Willtani  de  Tlior]>e,  Chief  JiMttcc  of 
tbe  King's  Bcneh  and  Common  Fl&xs  in  the  reign  of  Itichard 
ilic  Second,  huvipt;  bfcn  ton\k\vd  of  bribery  in  bis  official  duty, 
cootrary  to  liis  oath,  ysm  adjudgnt  U>  death,  and  his  estates  con- 
fiscated*. In  the  year  1350,  tbe  record  was  affirmed;  but  soon 
ifttrwards  lie  found  means  to  make  h'n  peace  with  \hc  kin^»  \vha 
created  bim  baron  of  the  exchfqoer.  Sir  Edmund  de  Tlrorpe 
la  tbe  person  ivbom  Holinsbed  calls  Lord  Tliorjie ;  ami  Slow 
that  be  was  slain  at  tlic  siege  of  Lover's  Ca?»rle,  in  Noi^ 
tdy,  with  the  Lordi  Scales  and  D'Arccyf,  His  body  iva« 
brought  to  England,  and  buried  iu  h  new  uile,  ^ihich  be  had  an- 
nexed to  Hit  partali  clH»rch  of  A*l«wcll-Thorpe,  On  a  tomb  arc 
in  alaba&ter,  of  tiiiiisi'lf  and  his  bidy,  lyuig  under  a 
eanopy.  He  is  represented  in  complete  armonr»  »  ciraplet 
riyooH  bt«  bea<l»  ajid  his  sword  by  bis  side.  At  his  feet  ooucfaea  a 
^ybound^  and,  at  hers,  a  Inp-dojj.  Around  llie  tomb  are 
mgels  holding  shields,  in  which  arc  <piarltred  various  family 
arms. 

Through  the  family  of  Howard,  Thorpe  descended,  by  mar* 
fiagc,  to  that  of  Bonrchier.  Sir  Jolm  Eourchier  wms  made 
knight  of  Ibc  bath,  on  the  marriage  of  the  Duke  of  York,  King 
Edward  the  FourUi's  second  son,  with  the  daugliter  and  heiress 
c(  tbe  Duke  of  Norfolk.     In  tlje  seventh  year  of  Henr^*   the 

Seventh's 


•  Btomefield  s  Eway,  ic.  VoL  V.  p.  147. 
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Seventh's  reiga,  he  was  retained  to  serve  the  king  with  two 
men,  himself  as  one ;  each  accompanied  with  his  cusirei  *  and 
page,  and  nine  demi-lances,  serving  on  horseback ;  for  an  expedition 
fitting  out  against  France.  October  tlie  Ist.  A.  D.  1491,  the  king 
took  shipping  at  Sandwich,  lan<le<l  at  Calais,  and  laid  siege  to 
Boulogne;  when  a  peace  was  ntade,  November  8th,  to  which 
the  peers  and  knights  assented ;  and  among  the  number  was  tliis 
Sir  Join  Bourchicr.  In  the  eleventh  ^'ear  of  that  reign,  he  was 
summoned  to  parliament  ab  Lord  Bcnters.  In  the  sixth  year  of 
Henry  the  Eighth's  reign,  he  was,  by  patent,  made  chanoellor  of 
the  exchequer  for  life ;  and  the  same  year  he  accomiNuiied  tint 
monarch's  sifter,  the  Lady  Mary,  into  France.  On  Ids  return, 
the  king  conferred  on  him  numerous  manors,  with  tlicir  knight's 
fees.  Lord  Rerners  obtamed,  as  a  warrior,  extensive  fame ;  and 
is  no  less  distinguished  in  a  literary  point  of  view.  His  whole 
life  was  a  contradiction  of  that  pernicious  fallacy,  that  IcarniDg  ii 
incon)patibIc  with  the  life  of  a  soldier,  and  scientific  ac(|ui$itioni 
useless  apiiendages  to  the  military  character.  At  the  command 
of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  he  translated  the  Chronicles  of  FroiA- 
aart  into  English,  to  which  he  added  explanatory  notes  f.  He 
also  translated  various  other  works  from  the  French,  S|>auish,  and 
Italian  languages.  Among  these  are  *  The  Life  of  Sir  Arthur,  an 
Amorican  Knight :'  '  The  famous  Exploits  of  Hugh  de  Bonr- 
deaux  ;  Marcus  Aurelius  ;  and  The  Caslle  of  Love.'  He  wrote 
a  treatise,  eutillcd,  *  The  Duties  of  the  inliabitiints  uf  Calais  ;'.and 
a  corned Y«  called  '  Ite  in  Vineam.*  lie  died,  when  deputy-general 
of  the  town  and  inarches  of  Calais,  and  was  interred  in  St. 
Mary's  Church,  at  that  place. — By  marriage  with  a  daugliter  of 

this 

•  A  scr\ant  to  a  man  at  arms,  or  lifo-giianisman. 

i  A  new  translation,  with  elaborate  rincidatory  notes,  has  l)ccn  lately 
published  by  Thomas  Jnhncs,  Esq.  of  Havod,  knight  of  the  s^hire  for  the 
county  of  Cardi;:an  ;  a  geutleman,  who  has  cvinrod  on  this,  and  many  other 
occasions,  an  ardent  and  truly  laudable  zeal  iu  behalf  of  the  literature,  arts, 
and  fame  of  hL^  native  country. 
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Mhis   Lord    Bcroer?,    Tborpe   came  into  Ihc  possession   of  llic 
Knivet  fainilj.  wbo  succeeded  to  llie  title,  wliicb  rs  now  in  aliey- 


EARSHAM  HUNDRED, 

JibutliDg  upon  Suffolk,  is  separated  from  tliat  county  by  the  rU-cr 
%VaTetiey,  ivhtcli  forms  its  soutliem  iKtumtary.  It  is  in  teugtli^ 
"from  Brtliiigford,  lo  the  river,  near  Biiiijjay,  twelve  miles  ;  and  its 
greatest  breadth,  from  Needhani  to  Pilliam  Green,  does  not  ex- 
ceed five.  The  soil  i»  fertile,  and  the  lands  |iriiicipally  enclosed. 
The  manor  paramount  of  Lliis  hundred  tvas  (jestowed  by  Richard 
tlie  First,  on  Roger  Bi?od»  Earl  of  Norfolk,,  who  had  the  cxclu- 
MTC  view  of  frank-pledge  and  frec-warreu  throughout  ll(c  ^Nhule; 
as  apjiears  by  a  suit  instituted  A.  D,  11285,  against  Uie  Earl  of 
Norfolk  and  liis  ttarrener,  at  llie  instance  of  Uoliert  de  Tales- 
liale.  Lord  of  Duekcnham  Castle,  because  the  earl's  warrener  had 
taken  Uie  dogs  and  two  hares  from  De  Tateshale  s  gamekeeper  of 
Denton.  For  tlie  liberties  of  this  superior  jiirisdiction,  a  court- 
icct  ivas  formerly  held  at  the  losvn  of  Harlcston  every  three 
iveeks.  The  hundred  still  forms  part  of  the  honor  of  Notfolk, 
atMi  is  sometimes  denominated  Ihe  //o^' Hundred  of  Earsham ; 
because  witb  Diss,  it  consltrutes  the  Deanery  of  RedenhaH,  in 
llic  Archdeaconry  of  Sonvich,  It  pays  to  the  eounty-rale,  ac- 
cording lo  a  six  hundred  pound  levy,  19L  l^s.  Gd.  The  sum 
faised  for  tbe  maiutenance  of  the  poor,  in  the  year  endiu)^  at 
Easter,  1803,  was  5,600h  17s.  7|r|,  umking  an  average  rnle  in 
the  pound  rental  of  six  shillings,  one  peuny-fartiiing*  There 
isone  market  town  in  the  hundred,  Ilarleston  ;  and  part  of  the 
parish  of  Mend  ham  ii  comprehended  within  Ihe  county  of  Suf- 
folk. 
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T1)»  hundred  coolaiiii  Ihe  parisli^s  aud  hsmiUb  of  Alhtrgi^ 
Biliinzf&rd,  Broekdinh,  Denton,  Earskam^  S^Etrndhom  (part  of), 
Aeedk^im  (in  MeiirJliiim  P.)  Putham,  St.  Mar^  fli€  Virgin,  #^iii- 
ham,  St.  Mary  Mdgiialeti,  Hedmhall  (willi  Harleston),  RusAalJ, 
Siarston,  Thorpe  Abbotts,  iuui  IVwtwfU  (in  Redeiiliiill  P,), 


Earskam,  anciently  written  ErfeB-kam,  is  sup|H>sed  to  h«»'C 
been  so  deuoniinuted  from  its  imving  belonged  to  the  carU  or 
erleif  of  NortVIk:  but  it  is  called  in  the  Domesday-book  Htrmm^ 
of  which  tlie  former  i»  merely  a  corruptioo.  Hrr«  to  Siumii^ 
means  a  tokliei;  and  Ucnhmm  ma) ,  therefore.  MgaUy  mititmy-hamp 
or  a  piace  %vhere  contending  armies  have  engaged ;  and  locai 
drciimstaticis  fiivor  such  an  iuter|>reUtiuQ.  Giving  n^ue  lo  the 
liundred,  it  was  once  the  moat  coooickrablf  town.  It  is  at  fMC- 
fcnl  u  large  vilbge,  situated  on  l!ie  turnpike- road  wbidi  IcmIi 
from  Biingivy  to  Harle^lon,  near  the  uMtrshes  upon  tlic  Wamesm^. 
This  at  tiiurs,  like  many  other  parts  of  Norfolk^  thoiigh  nol  Mi 
the  cnasi,  has  been  liable  lo  suflfer  from  the  urirulioefa  of  llie 
ocean.  In  tlie  yetir  l632»  the  couimk&ion  of  acwers,  by  an  hif- 
que&l.  Found  418  acres,  (ralued  ut  aU^ve  330t)  of  low  |;round  ifl 
tliis  pari»b  siibjeci  to  inuiulatton  ;  and  the  proprietors  of  such 
kinds  were  asjtcssctt  wilii  the  sum  of  13L  109*  7d.  each,  towards 
the  repiiir  of  the  sca-hrcach»  which  had  then  recenUy  been  made 
between  Lowestoft'  and  Kirkly,  in  llie  cotmty  of  Sifiblk.  In 
some  ancient  records  appear  numerous  legacies,  be<|ucaibcd  £m 
tiie  repairs  of  Earsham  Dam. 

The  Church-wrd  occupies  the  area  of  an  antiest  attmupmmUt 
the  mnipurb  of  which  are  formed  in  an  oval  shape.  It  i»  aii|K 
posed  to  have  been  constructed  by  the  Saions  or  Dant^,  Williio 
liie  cbaiicel  of  the  church  are  several  Q'<it  stones,  uitb  bfaatf9» 
&C.  lo  the  memory  ui*  the  families  of  Gooch,  BaulIoo,  and 
Tbrogmortou* 

At  Earsbam  was  formerly  an  extensive  park,  now  disparked, 
belonging  to  the  lord  of  the  manor.  In  the  tbirty-6f(b  year  of 
King  Edward  the  First's  reign,  it  was  well  stocked,  and  consisted 
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^^  two  bundiTil  Mid  eighty^six  acres  of  linil  in  demesne,  ai^teea 
«f  meailow,  the  ImlUl^kes  or  luher^,  a  wutcr-mill^and  diveni 
Mid  fern :  ail  w]tkh  were  ke[»l  far  the  me  of  Roger  Bigod), 
priocipuUj  residod  al  im  aUjaceul  caiille  of  Bynfij,  in  Suf- 


Earsuam  Hall,  built  about  tie  beginniog  of  the  last  cen- 

A«iry»  by  Mm  Buxton*  £sf].  U  a  liirge  iMMHkonie  M|uiiiie  rnKmnon, 

i%itd  in  a  f»leasaBt«  tliou^li  not  enti^wive  (xirk.    It  was  |)itr« 

of  4lie  RuKtoas  by  Ciilttntl  WUiiaiti  Wyndliani,  *»d  is  «t 

It  Ibe  pro^wrK  and  resiileiice  of  Jobepb  WvmWiatn,  Esq, ;  a 

.fatlknian  of  disUiigutsh^d  ta&le  and  atitiqiuirmn  kocMtb*d|e. 


Billing  FOB O*  a  small  vtftage,  is  iio!ed  m  binlork  te- 
a>nH  ^  <^^^  beioiigitjg  to  Sir  Simon  Buriiy,  iLmgM'Aam* 
marett  Ibe  gi'«at  favorite  of  EUi^'ard  tlie  Rlurk  Prince.  Hi;  wtt 
iiitor  to  bis  son  Ricbard^  uficrwards  King  Ricbard  febe  Sec«nd$ 
by  whom  be  was  advanced  to  bigb  bonors,  and  lo  appotiitnicBte 
ifcf  great  trust  and  emohwieoL  lie  whs  niade  one  of  ibe  |iri\7- 
eouBcU,  kni;i|)t  of  the  giirter^  chatuberlaia  of  the  ro>}at  liouie* 
Itaikl.  goveruor  of  Wiudior  Cixstle,  ^^onstabb;  nf  Dovefj  and  lord* 
wacnieii  of  tl»c  Cinqne-ports.  He  also  obtained  a  grant  of  tbe 
caalte  and  lordabrp  of  Lioiietq>Iian»  in  Penibrokcsbire ;  was  made 
•nuater  of  the  king'fi  (dlcons»  kept  at  Charin*;>nie^v  no^v  called 
tlie  ILitig'jHoiffrj.  With  Ibat  appoinlmenf,  lie  also  received  Hie 
nmnor  of  Barrock,  near  Gravesen<l  in  Kent,  and  vurioas  other 
JonJaldp  and  lands.  TbaSt  high  in  hla  master'^  favour,  and  esla- 
liliabeil,  as  lie  fondly  faticie^l,  beyond  allcontroul,  be  gave  tberein 
to  prido,  and  its  insepardble  concomitant,  if  allied  with  power, 
oppression :  so  lliat  he  incurred  the  unappeasable  dispkasure  of 
Bfe  whole  nation*  For  to  such  an  intolerable  pitch  hatl  he  car* 
ricd  his  insttlenre  and  crioiioalily,  that  the  power  of  the  crown 
could  iK)t  shield  hitn  from  the  vengeance  inipertou^Iy  demauded 
l>j  ibe  people  ayd  awarded  by  the  law.  He  was  attainted  nf 
la§li  crimes  and  itiiftdetoeanors,  fauiid  guillv,  and  bcbearkd  oci 

Tourer- 
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Towcr-tiiil,  A.D.  I3S8\  The  conduct  of  this 
instance  of  that  shanii'ful  accumulation  of  places  of  public  trusfi 
and  prodigalitv  of  the  public  money,  too  prevalent  ni  every  pe- 
riod of  bblory  ;  and  his  fute  shouhl  he  an  aweful  adiunuitory 
lesson  to  mauy^  in  the  present  age,  veUo,  under  an  idea  of  im- 
punily^  are  foUowiiig  such  base  and  infamous  exajnptes. 


Brock  DISH,  or  Broad-ditch^  so  called  from  the  river  Wate- 
tiey  assuming  such  an  appearance  here,  is  a  small  Tillage^  remark* 
able  for  the  })ecuhur  construction  of  llie  easlern  end  of  iU 
chnrch.  The  roof  is  fornie<!  with  scleral  single  pieces  of  l»ent,  oc^ 
crooked  limbs  of  trees,  which  have  been  chosen  for  their  curra- 
turt*  being  adaptc<I  to  the  required  shape  of  the  tiling.  The  lal 
Rev.  Fraucis  Blonicfieh),  the  historian  of  the  county,  was  | 
tented  to  this  rectory  by  Mrs.  Ellen  Lawrencc»  widow,  of  Ca*l! 
Acre*  Tn  the  parish  records  ap|>ear  the  following  entries  ;  which 
serve  to  itluslratc  the  manners  and  customs  of  a  jieople  at  a  forme 
period : — 

**  1553.    Queen  Mary  paid    for  a  book,    ctilled   a  manuel,i» 
f«.  &  6d. ;  for  two  days  making  the  altar,  and  tjie  holy-water  slopcg* 

and  for  a  lock  for  the  font, .    1554,  i*aid  for  the  rood.^ 

gd.  15j5,  |Taid  fur  painting  the  roo<l-lo<l,  1 4d.  At  the  visitation*" 
of  my  hud  Legate,  l6d.  To  the  organs-maker,  4<l*;  aniB^ 
for  the  dialice,  2(3%,  1557,  \mi\  for  the  carriage  of  the  Bihk^ 
to  Docnam,  Itjd.;  for  the  deliverance  of  the  small  books  u9 
llarlstoue,  15d.  Paid  for  two  images  making,  5i. ;  for  |Mtintiog3g 
ihem,  l<>d. ;  for  irons  fur  thom,  Sd." — On  Queen  Elizabeth 
ing%e  throne,  in  the  year  155S,  anorder»  to  remove  all  images^ 


*  It  nppcan,  tliat  lie  wai  unable}  from  the  profits  of  bis  own  nktrUio^^ 
to  expend  more  ihnri  itvmtyi  murks  per  annum  ,  but  throu^  itie  favor 
Im  sovereign,  lie  obtained  places,  petuiom,  and  laads,  which  prodoeed 
&n  annual  revf niie  of  three  thoumnd  marks  ,  anly  ninfty  times  as  Baiitti 
his  inlKnitablc  properh.    He  was  go  ostentation*  as  lo  giirc  two  tumd 
and  twenty  iiveiies  is^(  scarlet  clotti,  &c,  in  a  year.    Blomefield'i  Hjmttf 
itc.  Vol.  V.  p.  ^tO. 


NORFOLK,  2C3 

Oilier  |X)pt!^li  re1iqci€9,  was  imued,  under  wliicli  llic  following 

ns  arc  recorded  :  '*  Paid  for  siukiog  (lie  altar,  4H. ;  OLny'iag  out 

»l(4r,  5d. :  inentrtii:;  the  comiiiiiiiloii  tiilile,  5(\»     13(U»  paid 

the  X  coitiiimndmetilg,  18(1.;  for  |nilliiig  down  the  rood-loft, 

paid  Rogi-r  Colhy,    repairing  Ibe   Cr0$$e  m  llic  slree», 

PS,  8d. :  for  a  lock  to  llie  Crosse-ItouKe,   he. ^.     J36X 

digging  the  ground,  and  levelling  the  ultur  in  the  south  chapel, 

mending  llie  pavcnicut^  .     For  making  the  coinninnion 

at  Harlstonc,  5«.  4tl.;  Iiesidcs  6s, 'Jd.  worlli  of  silver,  more 
m  the  old  chalice  weyed.     15(>£),  paid  to  Belvvard,  the  Dean, 
for  certifying  Ihere  is  no  cover  lo  the  cup,  8d/* 


tBRocKDtSH  Halt.,  was  bug  the  residence  of  a  disttngtiished 
nily,  who  derived  their  narnc  from  the  village.  It  afterwards 
became  the  property  of  I  be  Gryscs,  or  Griccs ;  and  from  thein 
descended  lo  the  Lawrences.  Robert  Laurence*  who  buill  tlic 
?nl  mansion,  died  Jidy  'H,  lOjJ :  and  iies  buried  in  the 
I,  near  the  altar. 


I 


AsL  ACTON,  a  small  village,  is  worthy  of  attention  from  having 

fl  the  property,  and  btrUi-place  of 

Sir  William  le  Neve,  an  antiquarv',  heraUl,  and  collector, 
who  was  l>oni  here  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  I5pj;  and  hav- 
ing received  the  rudiments  of  classical  learning  at  a  gruiumar- 
tcbool,  lie  was  a<hnilted  a  student  of  Caius  College,  Cambridge 
gfsduaterl*  and  going  tu  Loudon,  was  created  heraUl,  In'  the; 
Mime  of  Moiefr/v/y,  June  the 'iiUh,  1(j2'1.  Shortly  after  be  was 
made  York  herald,  then  Norrm/,  at  last  Clarettdrtut,  and^^  at 
l!ie  same  time,  received  the  honor  of  knighthood.  In  the  Jiistory 
of  the  civil  war,  an  anecdote  is  related,  which  places  Sir  Witjiani 
io  an  amiable  point  of  view ;  though  it  prove^^t  be  was  fitter  for 
the  retired,  than  for  the  public  walks  of  life.  Previous  lo  the 
lalal  battle  of  Eilgehill,  in  the  \ear  1(i43,  he  was  sent,  by  King 
Charles  the  First,  with  a  proclamalion  to  Ihe  rebel  army,  then 
comtnauded  by  the  Earl  of  E^sex ;  announcing  a  free  pardon 

to 
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to  ail  ancb  as  would  by  down  their  arms;  but,  wlien  fcr 
«flered  to  read  it  to  tlie  soldiers,  tbe  Eail  sliarply  feWiked  Iwi^ 
and  charged  him  on  fmiii  of  death  to  be  silent  Intimidated  hf 
Hhs  menace,  be  returned  without  having  aecomplisbed  the  pu^ 
|MMe  of  his  mission.  He  died,  vnmarried,  at  Hoitan,  bear 
Ixmdon,  August  15,  ]6€l.  The  numerous  collections  of  Cm 
jDdustrions  antiquary,  '*  who,  for  above  forty  years,  al  his  gml 
(Cxpence  and  immense  trouble,  amassed  together  the  jrealeii  ^md 
of  antiquities  for  this  county,  that  was  ever  collected  fer  anj 
aingle  county,  in  tins  kiqgdom  \''  To  tlus  valuable  tream^  of 
information  Mr.  Blomefield  had  recourse,  wlale  compilipg  his 
Essay  towards  a  History  of  Norfolk ;  and  as  the  opportuailies 
ef  Sir  William  were  great,  and  his  mdustry  uawewied,  to  that 
collection  the  work  of  Blomefield  is  doubtless  indebted  te 
-Duroerous  documents  which  it  contains,  respectmg  fBanorial  and 
geneological  history. 

HARLESTON, 

A  market-town  seated  on  the  turnpike-road  from  Buogayto  Dis!^ 
a  small  distance  from  the  river  Waveney,  was  anciently  called 
Herolveston  aud  Hero/fHon,  from  a  Danish  leader,  nained  Heroff, 
who  came  over  to  England  with  Canute,  aud  probably  settled  at 
this  place.  Tliis  tow  n  is  supposed  to  have  given  name  to  the  family 
of  Herolveston,  al>oul  tlie  year  11  Op;  of  which  was  the  famous 
Sir  John  Herolveston,  who  is  freqnently  mentioned  in  our  Eng- 
lish chronicles  for  his  martial  and  valiant  exploits.  He  was  par- 
ticularly instrumental  in  quelling  a  formidable  insurrection  in 
this,  and  the  adjoining  counties,  in  the  reign  of  King  Richard  the 
Second.  From  him  arc  descended  the  Harlestons,  two  respect- 
able families  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 

This  town  never  api^ears  to  have  been  very  large,  nor  to  have 
experienced  those  fluctuations  which  commonly  atteud  oo  places 

devoted 

*  Blomcficld's  Essay,  &c.  Vol.  I.  Introduct.  p.  15. 
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devoled  to  trade.  Tlie  populatton  of  Ilarleston  cuni  Kedenliall,  as 
taken  by  a  gentleman  resident  here,  umouDts  to  1534,  Dy  tlte 
rf^turm  made  to  govemincnt  in  the  ^car  ISOO,  the  number  of 
bou«e«  was  273.  and,  of  person.^*  i  45<).  There  is  a  weekly  market 
on  Wednesdays,  and  two  aimiial  fairs,  which  are  uell  frequented ; 
particularly  Ihe  one  holden  on  ihe  vigil  and  day  of  the  decollation 
of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  six  following  days.  To  this  mart  im- 
droves  of  Scotch  cattle  are  i^ueiatly  brought.  A  part  of 
hh  town  only,  called  the  Middle-row,  stands  in  the  hamlet  of 
arlestoo,  Ihe  rest  being  in  the  parUh  of  RedeohalK  The  church 
of  St  John  the  Baptist,  in  the  former,  is  a  chapel  to,  though  not 
dependent  on,  the  mother  church  of  the  latter.  The  church  of 
St*  Mar>*9,  in  Redenhall,  h  a  large  regular  structure,  consisting 
of  a  cbancel,  nave,  and  two  ailes,  having  a  lofty  tower  at  the 
iwesl-end,  surmounted  by  a  spire.  The  body  of  the  church  was 
Tebutlt  with  free-stone,  at  the  commencement  of  the  fourteeotfi 
<eatury,  by  Thomas  de  Brothertou,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  The  arms 
^f  Br^jtherton  and  Mowbray,  with  a  leopard'ii  face,  the  badge  of 
I>e  la  Pole,  are  cut  on  many  of  the  stones.  On  the  west  tioors 
are  carved  a  hammer  and  horseshoe,  »nd  a  shoe  with  pincers,  as 
T«biU9es  for  the  names  of  Smith  and  Hammrr^imUh,  The 
cbancel  was  rebuilt  by  William  Newport,  rector,  brtweeu  the 
^^ years  1311  and  13^6.  His  remains  were  buried  under  a  fiat 
^Hsloiie,  which  had  his  efitgy  in  brass,  and  a  Latin  itiscriptton^ 
■^^  wherein  he  is  slyle^i  Sire  William :  an  appellation  of  distinction 
tt»ualiy  given  at  that  time  to  (he  clergy.  The  noble  square  tower, 
crowned  with  battlements,  1ms  a  small  spire,  or  pinnacle,  at  each 
H  angle,  and  a  larger  one  in  the  centre.  It  was  begun  in  the  year 
^A  1460,  and  finished  about  the  year  1520,  when  Richard  Shelton 
^g  was  rector.  As  a  rebus  to  bis  name,  uud  that  of  Sir  John  Shel- 
f  ton^  a  contributor,  on  the  south-east  spire,  is  caned  an  escallop- 
■B^hett  and  a  tun,  that  is  SM-ton.  In  l6l6t  the  tower  having 
^Hbeen  rent,  from  top  to  bottom,  by  lightning,  was  anchored  up, 
^H^  tt  appears  at  present.  Iti  the  year  1^80,  the  spire  was,  by  a 
^^  like  accidrut,  entirely  detiwlislied ;  and  again  rebuilt  in  the  year 
^^      Vol,  XI.— Mtrch,  18119.  P  1( 
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168 1.  The  church  oontaiiis  man^  flat  momimetiliil  itoiie%  tbft 
brasses  of  which  are  gone ;  and  m  the  north  chapel,  belonpng  to 
Gawdy  Hall,  are  several,  commemorative  of  the  ancwnt  faniiljF 
of  Gawdy,  and  an  altar  tomb  for  Sir  Thomas  Oawdy,  who  mi 
buried,  iu  tJie  year  1588. 

Gawdy  Hall  was  long  the  seat  of  an  ancient  family  of  l^at 
name.  This  large  mansion  was  built  by  Thomas  Gawdy,  Esq* 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  sixteenth  century.  Till  within  a  Uw 
years  past,  the  arms  belonging  to  the  Gaw^dy's,  impaling  and 
quartering  those  of  the  families  with  whom  they  had  inlennar- 
ricd,  richly  emblazoned  in  stained  glass,  were  phiced  ia  the 
wmdows  of  the  hall;  but  have  since  been  removed  to  a  window,, 
erected  for  the  purpose,  in  a  chapel,  or  d^rmitwy,  as  it  is  called* 
in  the  church  of  Redcnhall.  Among  the  families  distinguished 
in  these  heraldic  memorials,  are  those  of  Basingbourne,  Haiip 
Stow,  Bardolf,  Norfolk,  L'Estrange,  Rous,  &c.  &c.  Fvon 
the  Gawdy's,  the  hall,  manors,  and  estates  devolved,  by  pnrchui^ 
to  the  Wogawi,  a  Pembrokeshire  family,  who  came  and  resided 
liere  till  the  year  1 77S ;  when  the  elder  branch  became  estincft 
by  the  death  of  John  Wogan,  Esq.  to  whose  memory,  and  that 
of  his  widow,  who  died  in  17S8,  an  ekgant  nsonnment  has  becB> 
erected  in  the  dormitory  of  lledenlmll  church.  From  tiie  Wo> 
gans  the  hall  became,  hy  iuberitancc,  the  property  of  the  Rev. 
Gervase  IJoiines,  of  Ipswich. 

IMend  AM  Priory,  in  the  village  of  Mendham,  though  it  stood, 
OS  the  church  does  now,  on  the  Suffolk  side  of  the  river,  was  ever 
claimed  as  belonging  to  the  coimly  of  Norfolk.  This  monastery 
was  foiiiwtcd  iu  the  time  of  King  Stephen,  for  Clunwc  monks,  by 
William,  son  of  Roger  de  Huntingfield,  with  the  approbation  of 
Roger,  his  son  and  heir.  Tlie  founder  bestowed  the  whole  of 
Mendbam,  then  a  small  woody  island,  formed  by  a  division  in  tlie 
stream  of  theWaveney,on  the  monks  of  Castle- Acre  prlor^C  on  con- 
dition that  they  should  erect  a  church  of  stoue,  build  near  it  aeon* 

vent^ 


T^-nf,  and  place,  in  lb*  hXttr,  at  least,  eigk  of  llieir  brellmerr. 
^^htr  house  was  then  to  be  consiikreff  a  c**!!  to  the  pfiory  of  the 
^former  place,  as  that  was  to  the  monastery  of  St.   Paiicras,  at 

Jeeves,  in  SuflTolk :   which  was  also  a  crll  to  llic  diurch  of  Chgj\f, 

El  France.  H^tlf  a  mark  of  stfver  was  aimollly  hi  be  pM  out 
r  Ifrt?  revenues  of  Ilfendham,  ai  an  ackiiowlei^t^rtt  to  the  prior 
fCastfe-Acre;  wlio  enjjaged  not  lo  remove  any  lur-nks  heh>fi*- 
Mg  to  ibis  hau9e»  except  convicted  of  disobediertP*,  incouthience, 
jar  wilful  fiilapidalfons.  At  the  dissoUitioii,  the  site  and  retemier 
rerc  granted  lo  Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of  Sudblk« 
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iratcd  from  the  county  of  Suflolk,  lo   l!i:"  south,  by  the 

ft  Wavcney ;  and,  on  the  east,  is  boiiniled  by  the  half  liutidfcd 

E.-irsbam,   which,  with  this,   is  cousidei'ed  in  snme  retfortFs, 

confctiiiiiing  one  whole  himdrcd.     But,  by  another  div4sioiJ, 

?y  are  reckoned  two  distinct  hiuidreds,  and  comprise  the  deatiPry 

Redeiihall,  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Norfolk,     ft  iS  eight  itlitei 

10  length,  and  about   six   broad.     'Flie   tfoniitry  atiouudls  witli 

:  Diss  forming  part  of  what  is  usually  caHed,  the  woodtnnd 

of  the  county.     The  landw  are  generally  moist,    owin^  to  a 

ibstratum  of  inipervlous  blue  clay,  which  underlavs  sr  gn*al  pot** 

«»  oi  the  soil,  al  the  dqdli  of  one  or  two  lei-i  from  the  bUr-' 

;  yet  they  are  very  productive  bollj  in  corn  and  grass. 
TTiii  district  pays,  to  every  six  hundred  pfjiind  levy  of  Uie 
"cHunty  rate.  17I.  5s.  annually ;  and  the  sum  tm^^  for  llie  u*e  of 
the  poor,  in  the  year  ending  at  Easier  1803,  was  7,563L  5s.  2d. 
being  an  average  of  six  shillings  and  eiglit-pcnce  three-f:irtliings 
in  the  pound  rtnt*  The  topographical  accouhl  of  l^lss  Fhnidred 
was  the  first  writk'n  and  published  by  Mr.  Blojjtefield,  in  his 
EvMy^  &c.  be  having  been  patron  and  rector  of  the  church  at 
rrslicldf  wliere  he  resided  many  y«^rs  U.'fufe  be  yrm  iostttttted 

P  '2  l<» 
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lo  Ifie  livtQ^  of  Brockdiab.  In  his  account  of  tiiU-disirift..  IliCBe- 
£bic>  be  was  indaced  te  be  more  partirular  than  in  the  descriptioa 
oC  any  other  ;  and  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  he  desccodt 
to  a  nJBUlisB  of  detail,  which  is  unintercsttBg  to  ih^gcucml  reader^ 
and'  which  oAeo  ap|>ears  very  trivial. 

Tbb  hundred  cootains  the  paiislies  of  Brmiimgkam^  Barattm^ 

CHekkhurgh,  Diss,    Fersfield,    GMng,  R&ydon,  Scale,    Sh^l* ^• 

/anger,  SkimpHng,  ThtlpfrUm,  1  ivdMkall  SU  Margaret^  Tuxh 
kail  Si.  Mary,  and  Winfarihin^ 
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M  small  mtrket-towu,  ivhich  gives  baine  to  the  hundred,  b  said 

derive  its  appellation  from  a  mere,  or  large  pool  of  water*;  situ-^ -•^* 

atfld  oa  the  aoulU  side  of»  and  near  to,  the  houses.    The  towni^r~tf  '^ 
cooMSta  o#  several  slieets,  I  lie  principal  of  which  being  pawd^.^^^' 
give  it  a  neat  appearance.     Here  is  a  snmll  weekly  market  on^c^^"* 
Fridays,  wLieli  was  Ibrinerly  much  frequented  by  the  weavers.^  *  ''• 
who  resided  in  the  vicinity.     Aecording  to  the  population  report  ^  ~^ 
of  t8O0;  Kss  cimlaified  ^QJ  houses,  atid  2246  inhabitants f-     In^-^^' 
the  civil  war,  during  the  lime  when  parliaraentary  imposts  were  lakl- 
upon  the  associated  counties,  and  the  public  charges  were  mp- 
ported  by  a  monthly  levy,  two  vahiations  were  made  of  thts^^^  ^* 
town;  one  amounted  to  26l6\,  per  annum;  the  other  to  2700!,^  ^ 
The  churchy  which  is  a  regular  building,  consijiliug  of  a  chancel,..^  * 
nave,  and  two  ailea,  with  a  scjuare  tower  at  the  west  end.  Is  te— -^ 
markable  for  the  clcristory  tier  of  windows.    These  are  ditposed^^' 
ia  pairs,  five  of  wbkb  are  oaeack  side  of  the  nave ;  and,  betwceiu^^ 


*  Dise,*  or  DiM^  aecording  to- some  etynttTogtabi,  signifies  aa  expan&e 
watev* 


f  fn  spcrifyiiif  the  nmnber  0f  familiciir  Mid  of  pereotin,  in  the  yvar  i: 
Blomeficld  raitit  l>e  miitaken  in  itUtin^  tlie  former  at  240,  and  the  1a<t 
at  5000.    The  dUproportion  is  pulpftbie. 
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pair^  is  a  plain  pilaster.  The  beads  of  the -wtadows  are 
neifljer  rounds  paiuted,  nor  fltft,  t>ul  the  urch  is  formed  by  a 
wtnmg  line.  The  door  of  tlie  south  porch  has  a  semichtiular 
arch ;  and  over  h  is  a  window,  furroed  of  seven  arched  Ji^its* 
This  building  was  erecled  by  the  fatnily  of  Fitzwdftertf  lords  of 
the  place ;  of  w  hich  was  Robert  Fitzwiilter,  uho  emineutly  dtlfiu- 
guished  himself  in  the  reign  of  King  John.  That  monarch,  becarisc 
he  could  not  obtain  iJie  knight  s  consent  to  gratify  an  illicit  pas* 
«ion  he  entertained  for  hii  dangtUer,  Matilda,  surnumed  the  Fair, 
liani^ibed  tlie  father,  and  {if^<er\v«nis  caused  the  daughter  to  be 
poisoned^  in  llie  year  1£!I3*  Thii  was  one  cause  of  >tlie  dire  dis- 
aftcfi  which  quickly  atlcr  b^fel  tlie  'kingdom  in  llie  ituhajip^ 
bwonial  wars*.  A  'ckaritif school,  which,  in  L711^  vtas  ^rst 
endowed  at  Patgrave,  in  Suflfofk,  was,  two  years  afterward^ 
moved  hither;  andltcpl  in  a  Ji>uikmig  formerly  (tie  guitd-haU. 

This  place  ha«  given  liirth  to  sevend  diitkinguislied  characteft: 

Ralph  de  Diceto,  Dean  of  St.  PauVs  in  the  time  of  Hesiry 
the  Second,  was  a  native  of  Diss ;  of  whom  J>i)gflaie  gives  an  ac* 
count  in  his  history  of  St.  Paul's  cathedral. 

WA1.TER  OP  Diss,  hoax  liere,  *^ivaa  a  Carmelhe  friar  of  Kof- 
wich,  and  41  fterwardc  confessor  to  John,  Duke  of  Lancaster  and 
Acquituin,  King  of  t^eou  and  Castile ;  and  als^o  to  Constance,  !tis 
fjueen. 

John  SkcftiMi  a  facetiovs  poet,  and  king^s  ondor,  was  rector, 
and,  probably,  a  niitive  of  this  place  t.  He  lived  in  the  reigns 
<if  Henry  tike  Seventh  and  Eighth;  and  vesidedlieie  betxicen  the 
years  1503  aud  1512.  He  is  saidio  iiave  t>een  tiie  lying's  Poii 
JLaureaUf  which  might  Tiave  boeM  the  case ;  but  it  appears  from 
Anthony  Wood's  Atheiise  OaLonieinis,  Hiat  lho«c,  who  at  tliat 
period  graduated  in  gnimnvar  and  -rhetoric,  in  Oxford,  had  their 
ieinples  adorned  with  iaurct  and  were  in  future  coik6i<lered,  nnd 

P  3  tilled. 

•  BlomtUW*  Busy,  flic  Vol.  I.  p.  5. 

1  B^te  and  Wood  dcKcnhc  Sheltoa  ati  a  mtive  of  Cutnb«rlantl,  biit  tliejr 
Hwin  to  have  confuunded  liim  with  another  person.  Blouiefield's  Eassy;* 
AC  Vul.  I.  !>.  ;^I. 
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lilied,  if  tliey  wrote  verses  Poets  Ijmttatt,  Eraswis,  who  n as 
parlial  to  wit  and  humour,  called  hiui  "  the  light  aud  ormupwut 
i>f  Euglish  scliolars/'  W'ooO  describes  bis  wit  as  biting^  liiy 
Uugliter  scornful,  ajid  Iiis  jokes  reflectively  sharp.  Having  at- 
^cled  upou  the  celebrated  gmmmariaii,  William  iilly»  as  a  bad 
.verie-makfr,  ihe  iiiceused  sdioolmastcr  replied  to  .the  VMoUjit 
ji^et  with  this  zetort: — 


''  Skeltone,  dnm  tibi  panre 
£t  doctus  fieri,  stndes  poeta, 
DocthnaiD  nee  bitbes  occ  es  pocU." 

The  dominiciau  friars,  who!>e  vices  were  scandalously  notorioas^  .^  ^s  s, 

fell  jusUy  under  the  lash  of  SkcUon's  satirical  pen;  in  retain msr 

tion,  they  instigated  llic  persecutin);  spirit  of  Bishop  Nix  against  ^^-^sX 

tlie  poet.    The  prelate  pronounced  him  guilty  of  keeping  a  coo- .KS- 

cubine,  though  she  was  actually  his  wife;  but  for  thb  he 
suspended,  aud  his  hving  sequeslered. 


OsMULDESTONB,  alias  ScoLB,  a  small  vilhige,  situated 
the  junction  of  two  turiipike-n>ads,  is  noted  for  a  rem^rkable^^  Kle 
house,  called  .Sro/e  /lui,  which  was  built  of  brick,  by  John  Peck^.  ^^^^ 

Esq.  a  merchant  of  Norwich,  in  the  year  l655.     Hb  arms,  im ^^^ 

paling  those  of  liis  wili>,  were  placed  over  the  entrance  porch. —^  •*• 
It  was  a  large  structure,  oruaniented  with  a  profusion  of  carved  ^-^ 
work  tlie  bize  of  life ;  hut  the  sign  was  more  singular  tlian-the  house.-^   "• 
The  latJ«^r  was  a  very  large  niatis  of  wood  carving,  aud  consisted  ^^ 
of  an  i''..emblage  of  images,  surrounded  by  tlic  urnis  of  the  chief 
towns  aiid  taniilies  in  the  county.     Tiie  tigures.  as  they  apj)eared-^ 
on  the  noitb-east  side,  are— 1.  Jonah  coming  out  of  the  Fish's- 
uutulii. — 2.  A  Lion  supporting  the  Anns  of  Great  Yarmouth. — 
3.  A    Bacclius. — 4.  The   Arms   of  Lindley. — 5.  The   Anns  ol 
Hobart.— 6.  A  Shej>lierd  placing  upon  his  Pipe. — 7.  An  AngeE 
supporting  the  Arms  of  Mr.  Peck's  Wife. — S.  An  Angel  supporthi^ 
the  Arr.s  of  Mr.  Peck. --p.  A  white  Hart,  with  the  motto,  fm— 
plentur  vctnin  Bacchi  pin^uuquc  ferimc.     An,  Dom.  l665. — 

10.  The- 
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lO*  Tbe  Arms  of  llie  late  Earl  of  YarmoMtfi.— 11.  Iht  Arms 
of  tlic  Duke  of  Norfolk. — 12.  Neptune  on  a  Dolphin. — 13,  A 
Lion  su)}porl»itg  ibe  Arms  of  Norwicli.^li.  Churon  currying  ti 
Hag  to  Erebaa^ — IS.  Cer()ertis. — 16,  An  Himtsman. — J 7.  Ac- 
, — IS,  Awhile  Hart,  oouchant. — 19,  Prurfcnce, — 20.  For- 
Ic. — 21.  Tcmptriince, — 35.  Justice.— 23.  Diana. — 24.  Time 
tring  an  Infant. — 25.  An  Astronomer,  seated  on  a  Circum- 
Ibmoter,  which  by  a  secret  clcvice  acted  as  an  Hygrometer. 
This  turned  towarflo  the  north  in  fine  weather,  and»  in  wet,  fuced 
liiat  quarter  wiiencc  the  rain  procec<Ied.  This  remarkable  speci- 
men of  sculpture,  10  wood,  was  executed  by  an  arti*ian  named 
FdrMldt  mid  oott  one  tlionsand  und  fif^y-seven  pounds.  Among 
liie  minierotis  vagaries  c\f  men,  which  onginalc  in  the  vanity  and 
oipHee  of  weak  minds,  this  sign  may  be  jttstiy  deemed  one  in  th« 
first  class.  For  instead  of  reflecting  any  degree  of  honor  or  credit 
oa  the  inventor,  it  rather  served  to  associate  iiii  name  with  seo- 
tyneBti  of  contempt,  (t  was  only  calculated  to  hold  him  up  to 
the  pity  and  derision  of  sensif^tc  men  ;  although  it  might  cxcitt 
the  vac4int  womkrr  of  those  of  shallow  intcllecli. 

At  this  inn*  was  fofoierly*  a  large  r^nd  bed,  capable  of  con- 
lainii^  between  thirty  and  forty  persons. 

tWllfPARTHiNG,  a  small  village,  which  anciently  gave  name 
fUe  hundred,  as  a|>|>eftrs  by  the  Norman  survey,  still  is  in* 
lied  with  jKculiar  privilc jjes.  The  tenants  are  etcnsed  from 
■ving  as  jurors  at  any  sessions,  or  assizes^  without  the  manor; 
qikI  are  exempt  from  tolls  in  markets,  fairs,  &c.  upon  renewnig 
tUcir  writ  of  franclme,  at  the  commencentt^nl  of  every  king's 
i^ti.  Tins  renewal  U  also  annually  acknowledged  by  the 
iff  of  the  county.  These  immonities  were  obtained  from 
ing  Henry  llie  Third,  by  that  valiant  kniijht,  Sir  William  Mun- 
isy,  in  consideration  of  his  military  services  against  the  French » 
^illiam,  his  son  and  hetr,  possessed,  in  this  parish,  a  large  park, 
'v^U  stocked  with  deer ;  and  had  liberty  to  keep  dogs  fur  hunt- 
ing tlie  hare,  fox,  and  wild  cat,  in  his  wastes  and  forests.     So 
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late  as  the  year  iGOi,  it  abouodeil  wiUj  deer;  for,  al  that  time. 
Sir  Ba&iugbourue  Gaw<iy,  of  West  flarling,  bad  aDnunily  ^fet  due 
and  buck,  wiUi  the  libert)  of  liuutiug  tliem  in  Wiiifarttiing  gre^t 
[kar k,  wliicb  was  tLeu  the  property  of  the  Ilarl  of  Arundel. 

*'  III  Wuifartbiog,  a  little  village  id  Norfolk,  there  ^as  a  cer- 
tayue  swerd,  called  the  *  Good  Swrrd  of  Winjarthing  ;*  thi> 
swerd  \i«is  counted  so  precious  a  relique,  and  of  so  great  a  viftue, 
ttiat  tljere  was  a  soleniue  pilgrimage  u»ed  uolo  it,  with  large  giflcs 
and  fjfiViugefy  with  vow- makings,  crouchinges,  and  ki^isenges: — ' 
This  swerd  was  visited  far  and  near,  for  nianv  and  sundry  pur- 
puses,  but  specially  for  thiirge^,  that  were  lost,  aud  for  horses, 
that  were  eylher  stolen,  or  were  ebe  nni  astraj :  it  helpid  also  to 
llie  shoituing  of  a  marrkd  man's  life,  if  that  the  w\fe,  which 
was  weary  of  her  hwiband  would  set  a  candle  before  that  swerd 
every  Sunday  fur  the  space  of  a  whole  yere,  no  Sunday  e&cepted, 
for  lti<^u  aii  was  vsiin,  whatsoever  was  done  before  *"  Were  this 
sword  still  in  exbtencei  with  its  emanating  virtue  undiminished, 
what  an  iuvahiable  rcliquc  would  it  be  !  Tlie  errors  of  Gretna 
Green  might  easily  be  corrected — the  expensive  actions  for  cri* 
ininal  conversation  be  avoided — and  the  painful  investigatiotifj 
instituted  for  procuring  biOa  of  divorce,  rendered  for  ever  iinga- 
tory.  Cdndks  would  be  sent  from  every  part  of  the  kiugdooi, 
and  this  now  insignificant  vijlage,  again  become  the  focus  of  votive 
light*  and  tin?  depository  of  riches,  the  commutation  of  iniquity. 
*'  I  hiivt  many  tiniea  heard,"  continues  the  author,  **  when  I  was 
a  child,  of  divers  ancient  men  and  wen.en,  that  this  swerd  was. 
tlie  swerd  of  acertaync  thief  which  took  sanctuary  in  that  church- 
yard, and  aftenvards«  through  the  negligence  of  the  watchtnen, 
escaped  and  left  his  suerd  behind  him,  which  beiitg  found  attd 
laid  up  iu  a  certayue  old  chest,  was,  afterwards,  llirough  tlie 
sublifty  of  the  parson  and  the  clerk  of  the  same  parish,  made  a.^ 
pivcious  relique  full  of  vfrlue,  able  to  do  much ;  but,  especially, 
to  enricli  the  box,  aod  make  fat  the  parson  s  pouch/' 

This 
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■  Buoii'i "  Reliqti«  of  Rome,"  hi.  91,  printed  I.i63. 


NORFOLK.  233 

Thi$  H  one  j^larmg  Ii»hiiice  of  the  numerous  rncaos  udoptcil 

E  priests,  ill  the  cofrupt  age  of  tnoiiadiisni,  1o  make  a  tool  of 
tgar  credulity,  for  tii«  purpose  of  amUMing  wealth,  (>amperiiig 
cury,  and  exultijig  the  supposed  sanriity  aivi  iiifkllibility  of  the 
priesthood.     Of  these  delusive  arti  much  is  divulged  in  the  work 
just  referred  to,  and  more  may  be  seen  in  Fuller's  Church  Hi»- 
lory  of  Great  Brilata. 


OU1LTCROSS  HUNDRED 


lies  to  the  ^est  of  that  of  Diss,  and  is  bounded,  on  Ihe  south,  bj 

little  Ouse  river.     It  extends,  in  length,  about  thirteen  niiltfs, 

is  of  various  breadths,  from  two  to  six  miles.     The  soil  of 

western  part  of  the  hundred  consists  chiefly  of  sand,  with  a 

|b«lnitum  of  chalk ;  the  other  parts  are  heavy  loam  aod  clay. 

Ireat  agricullurat  iniprovcmeats  have  been  recently  made  in  this 

district.     By  an  act  passed  in  the  year  1789*  about  one  thousnn<l 

mtna  were  inclosed  in  the  parish  of  Banham ;  and  by  anotlier,  pass- 

Bi  fii  17Pf>,  nearly  two  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  commons 

■nd  upeu  field  lands,  in  the  parish  of  Kennio^hall,  were  brought 

P^  cultivation.    This  hundred  is  supposed  to  receive  its  name 

from  a  remnrkable  rroM,  ornamented  with  gold,  which,  at  a  for- 

;r  period  was  standing  within  it.     But  Mr.  Neve  observer,  tlie 

was  anciently  written  Qyd^crass,  which  he  thinks  alluded  to 

i»  that,  till  lately,  stood  near  Roodham,  on  tlie  verge  of  Ihe 

i<tred ;  and  was  distinguistiable  from  most  parts  of  tliis  district* 

i«  crpwfi  was  seized  of  the  hundred  in  the  time  of  the  Con- 

►r,  who  gave  it  lo  William  de  Albany.     It  afterwards  passed, 

th  tbc  manor  of  Kenninghall,  is,  at  present,    comprehended 

within  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  liberty,  and,  with  the  hundred  of 

Slirophani  constitute  the  deanery  of  Rockland,  in  the  archdea- 

Nc^rfolk.     For  every  six  hundred   |>ound  levy,  it  pays 


every 
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l^L  3«.  dd.  to  Ihf  county  rate ;  afi«4  lite  suiti  rai$ei)  for  tbe  maht- 
leoaoce  of  4be  poor,  in   the  year   1803,  was  3,8821.    lU.  8^cJ,;   ^ 
forniio^  an  avemgc  assessmcut  of  four  sliiiliiig^  aiid  tcn-peiicA 
ill  fehe  paimd  rent  per  annum. 

This  liuucired  cootaiiis  the  parishes  of  Bajiham,  Bfrnvno^tm,  .^ 
Catboldisham,  Ga^tkorpe,  Marling  East,  liar  ling  West,  Ktn^^' 
ninghall,  J^pham  North,  Lopham  South,  Qvi^flEmAoiii,  /iirf-  — '■ 
dlesworth,  and  Rushford. 

Ken  KING  HALL,  at  present  a  village,  was  a  place  of  high  ^ 
consideration,  at  a  retiiote  period,     Cumden  thinks  it  was  a  seal  .:M 
of  the  Icenian  kings,  and  received  its  nan»e  from  that  (vcople.  —  i 
It  is,  however,  more  obviously  derived  from    ihe  Saxon  word,  ^ 
Kyning^  in  that  language  Bignifying  kifig^  and  Hall«t  a  s«*at,  or  pn-  — 
lace  ;  that  is.  The  kings  paface  ;  and  the  nanie  by  tvhich  it  is  re*  — 

gistered  in  Doruesday-book,  CheninAfujln^corroUomXes  this  etynio ^'' 

logy.  The  Eait-Angliui)  kings,  |}lo»ie|ield  sitipposes,  had  •  vtni^^ 
and  castic  here,  the  site  of  M'hich  is  ttilt  %i»ibie.  TYte  spot  isoiUed  B 
the  Cundkyard:,  » corruption,  prolmWy,  from  the  name ;  with  liic  s 
addition  of  yards,  i.  e.  premises  *.  An  area,  containing  aboat  ^ 
four  acres,  la  cuconipa&^d  uilh  a  large  foas»  and,  at  cadi  €on>er,  «^ 
n  an  artidciaJ  mount ;  that  at  tire  aoulli-cast  angle  being  of  tiie  ^ 
largest  diiiien:>Loii»,  Ed^  ard  tlie  Confessor  was  seiied  of  Kenning*  -*' 
hall,  aodt  i>i  the  sm  vey  of  that  reign,  it  was  valued  at  lOK  and  ft 
fife  sectaries  of  honey«  TJie  Conqueror  conferred  it  on  WiUiani  m 
de  Albiiii,  or  Albany,  and  hi»  heirs,  to  be  hehl  by  Iho  tenuie  of  1 
servke,  as  chief  butler  to  the  kiitg^  of  England  at  tbeir  corona* 
lion :  to  cou$ec|ueuce  of  which  the  family  added  to  their  name, 
Piwfma  regit.  From  them,  through  the  Moniitlts  and  Mow* 
biay^  it  descender!  to  tlie  Howards,  in  which  family  tbe  royalties 
still  remain.     During  thos^  proud  ))eniKlfl  of  baronial  grandeur, 

the 
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»  This  name  u  sappMed  to  be  allMsve  to  the  afUcat  afterwirds  «r«et*il' 
on  Uie  site,  Aioong  whicb  was  i  ckmdkfiff  Near  this  limvi;  l>eeo  foimtl  m^ 
merooB  urns,  probably  Rooian. 


I 
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tht  lyanor  possessed  free  uarrcu^  viei^  of  fraDttplfiige^  ^lM» 
a^ixe  4)/  brLtu)  aiui  ale^  it  piiiory^  duciftag-siogl,  ntui  gaUo^i; 
lUid  Uit  tawn  bad  an  annual  fMi,  ^nd  a  weekly  iiuuket,  Le|d  om 
JMouiUyit ;  the  foniicr  is  btiJl  kept,  but  Ube  btter  baa  loug  b^fu 
discoulitjued. 

Oil  llje  biie  of  tlie  ro^ul  palace^  a  mansion,  called  Eabt-hall, 
conliiiucd  llirougb  all  the  cliaofi^^  of  tbe  niaQor,  lo  be  tbe  tesl" 
deoce  of  llie  proprietors,  lUl  it  was  taken  dowu  by  Ti4ouia«,  -lb£ 
great  Duke  of  Norfolk*  wbo  erected  %  mo^t  nobk  »Lructiug 
^boul  a  furlong  to  tbe  uortli-eaii  of  tbe  aiicieiU  ediii(^  Tbift 
houMC  was  built  m  ilie  form  of  an  H,  baviug  two  stately  frouta 
to  ibe  east  unci  west,  k  was  seated  near  tbe  centre  of  a  park, 
^lijidi  coijt4iiie«l  more  tliati  seven  buadred  acres  of  laud*  Ken* 
titJigbail  Palace  wa^  alicQate<)  to  tbe  crown,  by  tbe  attainder  of 
Tb<imas  Wowartl,  Duke  of  Norfolk ;  and  was  inimudiatejy  con- 
ferred, L>y  i^io^  Ilcory  tiie  Eigbtb»  ou  liis  daugliter,  tlje  Princess 
Maiy.  This  lady  oAen  resided  here :  and  Queen  £li;»ibctb  aho 
made  it  one  of  her  summer  seats.  It  was  afterwards  restored  to 
the  Howard  family,  and  conhnued  to  be  their  ehief  residence  in 
tbe  cotuity  till  aboui  ttie  middle  of  tlie  seventeenth  eentnry^  when 
il  was  pulled  down,  and  the  niateriaU  sold.  Tbe  vestiges  of  tlits 
te^t  of  royalty,  this  ducal  re&idence,  whence  hospitality  bad 
fiowed  in  most  copious  streams*  watering  and  fructifying  tlie 
iurroundiug  countiy ;  can  only  now  be  traced  by  tbe  amis  of 
Arundel  and  Howard,  which  appear  u[>op  the  bj-icks,  scattered 
through  the  walls  of  the  village  buildings.  Tbe  Church,  situ- 
ated upon  a  hill,  has  a  large  square  tower  at  tbe  west  end,  with 
the  crest  of  Nortolk  upon  tbe  buttresses.  The  village,  in  1736, 
consisted  of  U4  houses,  and  700  inhabitants;  and,  by  tbe  returns 
made  to  goveniment  in  1 800,  tbe  uun^ber  of  bouses  was  QQQ, 
and  its  population  105*^,  The  place  is  now  the  property  of  Wil- 
liam Pawlclt,  £sc]. 


South  Lopham,  a  small  village,  in  the  south-east  eorntf  of 
tlie  hondred,  ba9  a  good  church,  in  the  couventual  form ;  th« 
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faaDdsonie  tower  of  whidi,  tbougb  the  bod^  aiid  chancel  appear 
of  later  date,  was  built  by  William  Bigod,  about  tbe  time  lie 
conferred  it  on  Ihe  monks  of  Thetford.  This  place  is  remark- 
able among  the  vulgar  for  three  wonders,  two  of  which  are  geo- 
logical curiosities :  1.  The  self- grown  sHUf  which  is  a  tree,  na- 
turally formed  to  answer  this  purpose ;  2.  The  (Kr-foat  sioue,  a 
large  pebble,  on  whicli  is  an  impression  resembling  that  made  by 
an  ox's  foot,  evidently  the  exuvial  njark  of  some  bivalve  shell, 
once  imbedded  m  the  fossil ;  3.  Lopham  Ford,  at  which  place 
Ihe  rivers  Waveney  and  Lillle  Ouse  take  their  rise.  Though  at 
their  source,  the  space  which  divides  them  is  but  nine  feet  of 
ground,  yet  these  **  disagreeing  brelliren,"  asSpehnan  termslhem, 
instantly  turn  thtdr  backs  upon  each  other,  and  take  diflerent 
routes  to  the  same  sea.  The  fonner  passes  eastward  by  Di^  to 
Yarmouth  ;  and  Ihe  latter  in  a  contrary  direction  to  Thetford, 
and  llicnce  to  Lynn  ;  forming  nearly  the  whole  of  llie  riv-er 
boundary  to  the  western  side  of  tlie  county. 


Quiddenham.  In  the  church  of  this  village,  which  is  a 
small  building,  having  a  tower  circular  at  bottom,  and  octaoga- 
larattop,  is  a  chapel,  or  diantry,  belonging  to  the  Haltand* 
family,  a  branch  of  which  took  it!>  name  from  the  division  of 
HoUuod,  in  Lincolnshire,  Sir  Ralph  Holland,  by  the  gallant 
defence  he  made^  in  conjunction  uitli  the  Welles's,  and  the  Lord  of 
Kyme,  obtained  a  grant  of  tbe  Norman  Conqueror,  to  keep  pos- 
aMsion  of  all  his  heritable  pro|»erly*  Among  the  monuments  to 
this  distingubbed  family,  is  a  mtinil  one  in  tbe  chaoccl,  vritli  Ibe 
following  inscription : 

*•  Sir  John  Holland,  who  erected  this  ttomimeot  17ycf 
before  hb  dealli,  maryed  the  Lady  Alathea  Sandya,  He  was 
sent  a  commiMioncr  from  the  parliament  to  K.  C.  the  First,  and 

received 


•  In  ft  pedigree  of  the  family,  cnduig  1601,  collected  by  Thoms*  HoU 
kndl,  it  a[ii>ear9,  Uiat  the  Hollands  resided  at  Ett^ven  HaU,  *'  withantf 
alteration  or  change,  eytbcr  of  house,  or  Dame,  by  XHIth  detccnt  bclbrt 
Uc  Cooqucst."    Blomeficld's  Emmj,  &c.  VqL  h  p.  343- 
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ttYcd  marks  of  bis  royal  favour.     He  lived  an  honour,  as  well 
btnefiictor  to  his  family  ;  being  eininetil  for  his  particular  abt- 
Iks  wid  integrity,  Mod  dyed   191h  of  Jan.  1700,  after  be  was 
created  baronet  72  yeares,  aiid  in  the  9Sth  yeare  of  bb  age/' 

QuiDDENHAM  Hall,  the  seat  of  the  last  male  branch  of 

It    Holland    family   in  Norfolk,  was  sold    by   a  sister  of  Sif 

fiUiain  Holland,    Bart,    to  Mr.    Bristol,    a    Portuguese  mer- 

thant ;  of  vvIioid   it  was  purcliascd,  witii  the  manor,  by  the  late 

Eart  of  Albermarle,  who  was  comnuiiutcr  iu  chief  of  the  BrilisU 

at  tlie  reduction  of  the  Havannah,  in  the  year  17^2.     He 

tly  improved  the  park  and  grounds  by  numerous  plantations ; 

rendered  it  a  place  of  some  cclebrily  for  picturesque  scenery 

id  rural  beauty. 

The  Seat  now  beloniis  to  the  Earl  of  Albermarle,  who«c  prin- 
fipal  residence  is  at  Eiden  I  Jail,  in  the  county  of  Suifolk. 


EAST  HARUNG* 

^r  Mabket  Harling,  takes  the  above  dT^criniiiiatin^  appella- 
ion  from  lying  eastward  of  two  vil1a:3:es  of  the  same  uaine  iu  the 
undred.  These,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  formed 
«e  manor,  which  belonged  to  Ketel,  a  free  Dane.  This  tciwi» 
mi  possessed  by  that  part  of  the  family  of  Bigod,  which  took  the 
iaiD«  of  Felbri^g,  iu  the  time  of  Henry  tlie  Third.  In  the  year 
13^1«  it  came  into  the  possession  of  the  family  of  Harling,  who 
Mncviously  derived  their  mime  from  the  place.     John  de  Harling 

d  free-warreu  allowed  liim  m  lliis  manor;  and  being  a  goo'J  sol- 
dier, and,  as  was  usual  at  that  peritKl,  well  skilled,  both  in  militury 

d  naval  aflfairs,  *'  he  had  the  custody  of  the  sea-water  sd  Bri»> 

ol  ;*'  thai  b,  the  command  of  the  Bristol  Chnniiel  atid  tlie  coast 

of  Wales,  given  to  hint  during  the  royal  pleasure,  in  the  year 

134^.     He  left  by  will  an  injimction,  that  at  his  funeral  the  best 

A^rst  in  hii  slud  ihoiihl  be>  led   before  the  corpse,  and  \th  at 

Ihe 
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the  chafcbf  m  a  morhuay  for  the  cfffkiflting  prM.  ^^  JBp^ 
Irre  BmrUng^  Kaigbf,  was  a  dutiiiguisbed  warrior  i*  tile  time 
ttf  oar  mtorioM  Henrf  tbe  Fifth.  He  teok,  by  ateanft,  the 
city  of  Meaux,  and  tubsequently  ^nt  tbe  remaMer  ef  bit 
life  in  extending  the  fame  of  his  native  country:  but,  tike 
most  of  the  devotees  to  military  gloif ,  he  spUtaed  the  idea 
•f  a  natoilai  deatb ;  and»  gratified  in  bis  wish  of  terarinatiuy 
b6 career  on  the  'champ  de  Mars/  he  fell,  while  hraveiy  defeacP 
iBf  the  city  of  Paris,  in  the  year  1136.  He  was  brought  home^ 
and  buried  in  St.  Mary*s  Chapel,  at  Hariiag,  under  an  aftaf 
tomb.  His  daughter  Anne,  married,  for  her  secomi  buslAMlr 
Siv  Robert  Wi^eld,  Kiit  comptroller  of  the  household  to  Kiay 
£dward  the  Fourth.  Being  a  iavorite  at  court,  he  obtained  ht 
the  town  of  Hurling  a  charter  for  two  annual  fairy,  and!  a>w<eekhf 
market,  to  be  held  every  Tuesday ;  which  are  still'  kept  aecordu^; 
to  the  original  grant.  From  the  Harlings  the  maiior  descended  19 
the  lamily  of  Lovells.  Sir  Thomas  Lovell,  knight  of  the  garter, 
when  only  un  esquire,  was,  in  the  year  1 485,  made  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer /or  life;  and  was  allowed  forty  marks  per  an- 
num, as  esquire  of  the  kinu*s  body.  At  the  battle  of  Stoke  be 
was  created  a  kuight-banneret,  and  afterwards  installed' knight  of 
the  s:arter.  In  1.502,  he  was  appointed  treasurer  of  the  royal 
household,  and  prc^'ident  of  the  council.  He  was  one  of  the 
executors  to  the  will  of  Kitig  Henry  the  Seventh ;  held  several 
high  places  of  trust  under  Henry  the  Eighth  ;  founded  Halliwell' 
Nimnery,  Shoreditch  ;  erected  the  entrance  uutcway  to  Linc«>ltt's- 
Inu,  London ;  and  built  Eaf/t  Harlins:  Hall,  which  has  long 
since  been  diiapidateii. 

The  C/mrch,  a  haudsome,  uniform  building,  consists  of  a 
nave,  two  ailes  chancel,  au<l  a  quadrangular  lower,  surmounted 
by  a  small  spire.  It  is  «aid  to  have  been  erected  by  Sir  William 
ChanilK*rlain,  Knt.  about  the  year  144.0.  Tiic  pnr.ipet  uall  of 
the  tower  is  belustraded,  instead  of  being  emhatthd.  In  Har- 
ling  clia|>el  are  various  tonihs  fi>r  the  Harling  family,  and  for 
other  persons  who  liave  been  connoclod  with  them  by  marriHge. 

In 
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In  Lite  windows,  are  numerous  ^giircs  ami  ntms  in  iHaliied  ghw»* 
The/ihaiied  window  is  glazed  with  ancient  gla«»,  which  fornHfrly 
belonged  to  HarHiig  HuJJ  :  it  contains  several  figures  represenling 
passages  tit  the  New  Tejituinent ;  and  beueiilh,  in  a  siippiitHting 
pO(»tuf«,  are  tbe  elegies  of  Sir  Robert  Whigfi<ld  and  h»  iacty. 

HiitJinj^  w±%  fiimou!*  {ormerry  for  Hce  nwinn Picture  and  sale  ef 
lioeiip  ydrn,  litid  cloth  ;  but  at  present  it  is  destitote  of,  vtkM.  nmy 
h^  Ierme4«  Irade.  In  the  yent  1706,  llwe  mimber  of  inhaliitaiiiH 
was  40  L  ;  and  by  the  |.K>pu1titfon  rcturui  of  l$0&r  the  town  then 
CiMtaitied  ^3  lionses,  and  d74  persans. 

RusHFOUD,  or  RiMhworth,  so  called  from  ttie  place  abmind- 
iog  with  niihes,  aoii  having  a  ford  over  the  river  Ouse,  on  which 
it  h  6iluate<l,  had  vt  HoUege  founded  iii  the  time  of  King  Edward 
the  Third,  for  a  master,  and  five  brethren  or  chaplains^  by  Sir 
Edmund  Gonvile,  whom  Speed  catis  parifort  of  Rush  worth. 
This  collegiate  institution  was  further  endowed  ui  the  reign  of 
Richard  the  Secoad,  by  Sir  Robert  VVinglieldt  mid  Anne  his  vrife, 
tbe  heiress  of  the  founder.  The  anmial  revenues  were  valued 
^  the  dissolution>  according  lo  Dugdale  and  Speed,  at 
^U  t5s,0id. 

The  site  of  tlic  college^  improprtation  of  the  church,  iti^nor, 
and  estates,  were  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Surrey,  to  be  l»eld  by 
hm^'%  service  in  capite  of  tl>€  king*  Reverting  to  the  crown, 
fjiey  were  re-granted  to  Lord  Howartl  of  Waldcn,  who  obtainetl 
^mlkrace  to  sell  them  to  Robert  Bu\ton,  £si}.;  and  tliey  are  now 
^^biCccI  ill  the  Und^  of  Bkr  Robert  Burton,  Bart,  who  has  a 
F    lianiJsonie  seat  in  this  psLrisIt,  called 

SiiAOW&LL  La  UAH.  This  manfiou  \vns  erected  by  tlie  pro* 
f  nietar's  grandfather,  wiw>  was  an  excellent  architect,  and  built 
oeveral  handsome  edifices  in  this  county  :  among  which  one  good 
►^  specimen  \s  Bixiry  Hall.  His  son,  JoIki  Buxton,  Esq.  made  an 
vntcnaive  piece  of  water,  laid  out  various  pleasure  grounds,  and 
^•corated  tJte  country,  previously  naked  and  barren,  with  uunie 
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rous  ornanieutal  planlatioDs ;  and  eorichcd  it  hy  many  agrirul^ 
tural  improveiueDb. 


Snareuill  LODGS,  t!ie  residence  of  Henry  EedbeacI,  Esq. 
is  a  Fes{>ectaUle  modern  seat.  Nearllm  arc  twelve  large  barrmr^^ 
kiiowb  b^  Ibe  Dame  of  ibe  Sevm  Hi/Is ;  oiie  of  wliicli,  called  Tiff- 
hiii,  is  much  larger  tbaa  either  of  tbe  real.  At  this  place,  it  is 
said,  a  dreadful  batlle  was  fought  between  King  Edmnocl,  a»cl 
logwar,  the  Daniih  geaeral,  ia  tbe  yenr  870 ;  of  wbich^lhe  fullciir* 
iDg  account  is  given  in  Ibe  abbreviated  life  gf  the  fortiM»r,  pr^" 
served  in  the  Register  of  Curteys.  In  tbe  fiHeentb  year  of  King 
Ldmuad's  reign,  tbe  Danes  again  viitited  East-Anglia,  la  revenge 
tbemselves  on  that  monarch.  During  timt  predatory  inroad^  tbey 
burnt  the  monasteries  of  CrowbitHl,  Ttiomey,  Peterlioroiigb^ 
Ramsey,  Sohani,  and  Ely»  destroying  most  of  tbe  religious  occa* 
pants.  Ubba,  being  Icfl  in  Canibridgesliire,  to  protect  Ibe  collected 
spoils^  Ingwar  proceeded  with  bis  army  to  besiege  Tbeodfard,  then 
a  royal  residence  of  tbe  East-Anglian  princes.  Having  forced  an 
entry,  be  gave  bis  soldiers  fret  booty ;  who  put  most  of  the  iiiisa- 
hitants  to  the  sword»  and  reduced  itie  city  to  asluis.  Edmund* 
wliA  was  tlien  at  Eglesdrn,  a  village  now  called  Hoxnr^  in  Siitfolk, 
received  an  insuUiug  offer  from  tbe  Danbb  leader,  purporting* 
that  if  the  king  would  renounce  Christiantty,  and  consent  to  wor- 
ship Scandinavian  idols,  Ingv^ar  would  agree,  tltat  Edmund  ancl 
himself  should  share  tbe  spoils  of  tbe  kingdom.  This  roused 
tbe  timicl  iiionarch  to  march  against  the  enemy.  Ttie  armies  met 
near  Tbeiford.  and  after  great  slaughter  on  both  sides,  a  dniirti 
battle  ensued.  The  spirit  of  Edmuml  was  subdued,  and  he  made 
the  fatal  resolution  never  to  encounter  the  Pagans  aguin  ;  who^ 
taking  advantage  of  his  pusillanimity,  seized  on  bis  person, 
bound  him  in  close  fetters,  and,  af^er  scourging  him,  6cc  cut 
off  bis  head,  Nov.  20,  870*. 

SHIIOPHAM 

•  BImnerield'a  E'aty,  &c.  Vol.  I.  p.  tW,  See  an  interesting  arcoirat 
of  tills  b^ittk^  &e.  ulTomer'j  Hiitory  of  the  Ao^ic-Suons,  Vol.  I.  p.  tST 
4cc  4to.  rdit. 
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U  iituated  to  the  north  of  that  of  Ouiltcross,  from  which  it  k 
separated  by  a  soiall  stream.  This  joins  tlie  Little  Ouse  near 
TUrtford,  and  has  been  called  the  Thet,  by  some  writers ;  but 
Blomefield  remarks  that  he  could  not  find  any  authority  for  the 
jBame.  The  fee  of  Siy:opham  hundred  was  vested,  at  the  Con- 
quest, in  the  crown.  In  the  time  of  Edward  the  First,  A.  D. 
1285,  that  monarch  issued  a  writ  of  quo  warranto  against  Robert 
de  Tatesbafe,  to  declare,  by  what  right  he  held  any  paVt  of  this 
lordship ;  who  answered,  that  he  possessed  it,  jointly^  with  Roger 
de  Montealt,  and  others,  of  the  inheritance  of  Hugh  de  Albany^ 
who  was  supposed  to  have  obtained  it  from  the  first  Normaa 
SAoitarch* 

The  sum  raised  for  the  maintenance  of  the « poor  of  this  dis* 
trkt,  in  the  year  ending  at  Easter  1803,  was  4,1931.  19s.  lO^d.; 
being  an  average  of  four  shillings  and  iive-))ence  three-fartliiugs 
in  the  pound  rate. 

This  hundred  contains  the  parishes  of  Attleburgh,  Beathorpe^ 
BrettenhaiHt  Bridgham,  Bucktnham  New,  Bwhenham  Old, 
£ccie9,  EJHngham  Great,  Hargham,  Hockham,  Illington^ 
Kilverstofie,  Larting,  Rocklands  All  Saints,  Hocklands  St.  An- 
drews, Roudham,  Shropham,  Snetterton,  Wretham  East  and 
West,  Wilhy,  and  two  parbhes,  St,  Mary* 9  and  St.  Peter'g,  iu 
the  town  of  Thetford. 


THETFORD, 

A  borough  and  market-town,  has  been  a  place  of  consequence  m 
former  times.  According  to  some  authors,  it  was  first  a  British 
city,  and  afterwards  a  Roman  station ;  but  the  arguments  ad- 
duced in  support  of  these  theories  are  not  very  couclu:$ive,  for  no 
Vol.  XL— May,  I8O9.  Q  decirfve 


i^  K6KFOLK. 

decbive  evidence  has  been  produced.  Camden  and  Plot  place 
Ihc  Sitomagv.^  of  the  Itinerary  lierc,  but  Gale  and  Horseley  coa- 
tend  that  that  stallou  was  at  Woolpil,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk* 
In  a  subsequent  volume  we  shall  have  an  opporluuily  of  speaking 
more  decisively  on  tliis  point,  af\er  having  examined  the  latter 
place. 

At  the  eastern  extremity  of  Tbetford,  are  some  coDsidemble 
remains  of  fortifications;  consisting  of  a  largt  artificial  mounts 
or  keep;  with  lofty  banks  and  deep  ditches.  Camden  confessed 
his  inability  to  decide,  whether  the  former  was  a  Roman  or  ftJ 
Saxon  work ;  but  it  has  generdlly  been  admitted  that  such  forti- 
licattons,  as  are  accompanied  by  a  large  keep,  were  first  intro- 
duced by  the  Normans.  Still,  however,  the  existence  of  such  a 
keep  does  not  exclusively  demonstrate,  that  tlie  fortified  works 
around  it  were  not  of  an  earlier  date.  In  the  numerous  strong^ 
holds,  which  are  found  in  various  parts  of  the  British  isli 
several  alterations  and  additions  are  traceable  in  maoy,  wliich 
were  made  by  the  different  people  whose  power  had,  at  timeSt 
been  predominant.  The  fortifications  here  were  probably  the 
work  of  the  early  kings  of  East^Anglia,  and  the  keep  an  addi* 
tion,  made  subsequent  to  the  Norman  conquest. 

*'  East  of  the  mount  is  a  large  area,  or  place  of  arms,  three 
hundred  feet  square,  evidently  intended  for  parading  the  troops 
employed  in  its  defence.  The  mount  is  about  one  hundred  feet 
in  height,  and  the  circumference  at  the  base,  nine  hundred  and 
eighty- four;  its  diameter  measures  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  feet  at  the  base,  and  eighty-one  on  its  summit,  which  is 
dishing,  or  concave*,  ttpwards  of  twelve  feet  below  its  outer 

surfiice^ 


*  Tfiii  excavation  Mr.  King  cotfip&res-  to  the  hiding  pits,  on  MoiusetaolJ 
Hcatb,  and  to  o titers ,  In  varioiu  octensive  plains  in  England  and  Wales» 
In  o|>posJdoti  to  the  opmron*  of  Sir  Henry  Spclmiin,  who,  in  his  Icenii^ 
considered  it  to  have  been  a  Danish  work,  Mr.  King  observes,  there  if 
miidi  more  reftsen  to  conclnde  it  must  h&vc  been  origiimUy  Britisli,  what' 
evir  use  migit  liave  l>een  made  of  tt  ixi  sQCceeding  timea  by  Dioet  or 
olhen.    Munimentft  Anticjaa. 


^ 
^ 
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surface,  ovving^  probably,  to  lis  having  been  once  surrounded 
Ijy  a  piirraj>et,  llie  lop  whereof  may  have  gradually  been  melletl 
laway  by  the  injuries  of  lime  and  wealber.  The  -slope,  or  ramp  of 
^his  tnoMiit  is  extremely  steep,  forming  an  aufjle  witli  the  plain  of 
^he  horizon,  of  more  than  forty  dejjrees ;  and  yet  no  traces  rc- 
3iiaiii  of  aijy  path  or  steps  .for  the  purpose  of  carrying  up  ma- 
<<hiiies,  or  any  weighty  ammunttion.  The  chief  entraace  seems 
^•o  have  been  on  the  north  side,  where,  io  Ihe  second,  or  inner 
T^nipart,  a  passage  is  so  formed,  that  troops  atteiupling  to  enter 
jQust  have  presented  their  fianks  to  a  double  liue  of  the  garrison 
looking  down  npon  them  */' 

The  remaining  ramparts  are  aboot  twenty  feet  high,  and  the 
fossa  from  sixty  to  seventy  feet  wide  :  the  slope  or  inclination  of 
each  vallnm  forms  an  angle  of  forty*iive  degrees  with  the  plane 
ef  the  horizon,  and,  consequently,  cxbtbits  a  wide  crest  agsunst 
the  foss. 

Thelford,  called,  in  the  Saxon  chronicle,  TTtfodford,  has  aa 
acknowledged  claim  of  having  been  ouce  the  seat  of  ihe  East- 
Anglian  kings.  Being  the  metropolis  of  that  portion  of  the  hep- 
tarchy which  lay  open  to  the  north  of  Europe,  it  became  subject 
to  the  ravages  of  the  Danes.  After  the  murder  of  King  Ed- 
tnuod,  A.  D,  870,  those  northern  marauders,  who  had  previ- 
ously been  in  possession  of  the  place  fifty  years,  and  then  laid  it  in 
ashes,  were  again  reinstated  by  a  truce  between  King  Alfred,  and 
the  Danish  chieftain,  Guthrum.  In  the  year  1004,  Swain  in* 
vadjng  East-Anglia,  among  other  places  burnt  this;  and,  in  1010, 
Ulfketel,  the  Saxon  earl,  suffering  a  complete  defeat,  Thetford 
was  again  destroyed.  After  the  truce  which  was  concluded  be^ 
tween  King  Ednmnd  Ironside  and  Canute,  the  town,  like  a 
ph«enix,  arose  from  its  ashes.  By  Domesday-book  it  appears^ 
that  in  tlie  time  of  King  Edward,  tliere  were  in  this  place,  nine 
hundred  and  forty-four  burgesses,  of  which  the  whole,  except 
tbirtV'six,  could  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  whotn 

Q  2  they 

♦  Martin's  History  of  Tbetf^rd :  in  wliich  wiirk  is  a  plwi  and  section. 
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they  pleased,  without  the  royal  licence ;  providing  they  paid  aU 
customs,  herht  excepted.  In  the  time  of  tl»e  Conqueror,  the 
number  of  buri-CsS^s  was  rtiduced  lo  scvcu  hundred  and  twenty; 
and  tile  manstiriB  *,  or  uuiohabited  houses,  wi^re  two  hundred  and 
twenty-four.  Though  in  Doinesduy  book  uo  ulluston  is  luade  to 
the  subject,  yet,  from  uunierou;*  coins,  it  is  evident  there  was  a 
miiit  at  TJietlurd,  from  Ihe  lime  of  Alhelstan  lo  the  reign  of  King 
Johnf.  In  the  Conqueror's  time,  Herfiist  having  removed  the 
episcopal  see  from  Norlh  Ehuhiim  to  Thelford,  the  latter  be- 
came Ihe  head  of  the  Ea^t-Anghan  diocese;  but^  in  the  luc- 
ceetfjng  reign,  the  see  was  tran^ifered  to  Norwich. 

The  ruins  of  ecclcsiaslical  and  other  buitdings  strongly  remind 
the  visitor  of  the  ancient  splendor  of  this  place.  It  had»  at  one 
period,  twenty  churches  J,  and  eijtjht  mouiisleries,  besides  other 
religious  and  charitable  foiuKlalions ;  in  consequence  of  which 
it  obtained  the  epilhels  of  **  Hierapolis  ei  mcnachopoHsJ*  But 
of  theie  the  imnies  only  of  some  remain ;  and  of  others,  a  few 
dilapittaled  walls  serve  to  mark  their  sites.  Of  the  twenty 
churches  three  are  preserved — St.  Peter's,  and  St.  Cuthbert's,  ou 
tlic  Norfolk  side  of  the  rivtrr;  and  St.  Mary  the  Less,  in  ttie 
county  of  Suffolk . 

St.  Peteh's,  commonly  called  the  black  church,  from  it» 
being  constructed  chit  fly  of  fiint,  consists  of  a  chancet,  iiave, 
two  aileSf  and  a  tower.  The  laller  was  rebuilt  in  17S9,  when  a 
great  part  of  the  church  was  also  re*edified«    The  batilemeuls  on 

the 

*  Bio  mt' fie  Id  e>k  plains  muMura  as  thou|;h  it  were  written  mazures,  tint 
is,  raiucd  koubct.    Essay,  £cc.  V«>1.  11.  p*  45. 

t  In  l)je  101110  of  Saxoti  cvin^,  ecnlaJDeJ  in  Gibson's  edj(.  of  CftindeD,  is 
a  coin  of  Edmuntfj  miutcd  at  TliclfbrcL  Sir  Audrew  Fouutiiiu'ji  Treatise 
on  Anglo-Saiioii  coins,  meiilJans  one  of  Canutf,  with  Ttaeifir«rd  oji  tli* 
revenie.  Aud  in  iti«  Pit^e  lolis^  under  the  tJiirdl  year  of  King  Ji4id'*  re)|;o, 
four  nvnitariij  or  mmtcf$j  are  recorded  at  Thetfonl. 


I  BlotnetiKtd'i  Easay,  Vol.  II.  p.  60. 
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the  south  side,  and  the  l>uttTes$es,  arc  decorated  uilh  allusive 
ornaments  and  Urge  TcHerft,  inlaid  in  I  he  flint  work. 

The  Nunnery  was  founded  by  Urim  tbe  lirst  abbot  of  St. 
Edmuiid  s  Bury,  in  the  reign  of  King  Cariule ;  in  connnf^niora- 
tion  of  the  number  of  persons  who  fell  at  Snareshill,  near  the 
town,  in  the  sana^uinary  conflict  l>elween  King  Eduiwnd's  army, 
aod  tlie  forces  under  the  Danish  leaders^  fngwar  and  Ubb^.  A 
few  monks  were  plactnt  in  this  priory^  which  was  then  considered 
as  a  ff^/ to  Bury  abbey.  In  the  year  117^*.  the  iMoiiks  having 
been  reduced  to  two,  by  the  request  of  the  Abbot  of  Bury,  re- 
signed,  and  he  placed  in  tlieir  stead  a  convent  of  nuns,  who  had 
previously  resided  at  L^iin.  At  the  Dissolulion,  the  annual 
revenues,  according  to  Speed,  amounted  to  50L  91.  Sd«;  wliicli, 
with  the  site,  were  granted  to  Sir  Riehnrd  Fuhnerston,  to  l>e 
held  by  kbighi's  service  in  capite  of  the  kiog.  Sir  Richard  made 
this  house  his  residence.  Afterwards  it  was  let  to  a  farmer,  aud 
some  yeans  since  the  greater  part  was  taken  down.  A  new  farm- 
house has  lately  been  built  of  the  materials,  and  the  convejitual 
church  converted  into  a  barn.  Some  of  the  waUsi  with  but- 
treasei,  windows,  &c.  still  remain. 

The  Priory,  or  Abbey,  first  erected  on  the  Suffolk  side  of 
the  town,  iu  the  cbureh-\ard  of  the  cathedral,  was  removed  to  a 
more  convenient  spot,  on  the  margin  of  the  river,  and  was  founded 
by  R<>ger  Bigod,  for  mouks  of  the  Cluniac  order,  in  the  year 
1)04.  This  was  a  peculiarly  privileged  house,  for  other  Cluniac 
monasteries  were  subject  to  have  their  revenues  seized,  on  a  war 
breaking  out  between  England  and  France,  tjecau^  being  de- 
peodaat  on  the  abbey  of  Clugny,  in  Burgundy^  the  monks  were 
considered,  in  law,  as  fureigners;  but  the  religious  persons  of  this 
monastery  were  naturalized  in  the  time  of  Kine;  Edward  the  Third, 
subsequently  reputed  indi^m^t  and  treated  as  other  subjects  of 
the  realm.  The  monastery  was  suppressed  in  the  yearlSiO; 
when  the  revenues,  which  annually  were  vaiued  at  31^1.  l^ls.  4>^d. 
according  to  Dugdalc,  were  granted,  excepting  a  suiull  reserved 

Q  3  rent, 
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reni,  to  the  Dnko  of  Norfolk,  and  are  at  present  the  property  of 
Lord  Petre.  The  ancient  gatewav»  constructed  of  free-stone  and 
black  flint,  \vilh  parts  of  llie  church,  &c.  still  remains*.  This 
ntonastery  had  been  the  buriaUpIacc  of  the  several  noble  faoitliet 
fvbich  had  successively  borne  the  title  of  Earls  of  Norfolk,  and 
also  contained  ouojerous  moounieuts  of  the  Bigods,  Mowbravs, 
and  Ilovvards.  After  the  Distsolution,  niiuiy  of  the  mortuary 
remains  were  removed  to  Framlingbam. 

St,  Austin's  Fhiary  was  founded  by  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke 
ttj  Lancaster,  in  the  reign  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  A.  D. 
1387j  for  FHan  mendicants  of  the  Augustine  order,  Tlic 
site,  granted  to  Sir  Richard  Fubnerston^  is  still  called  the 
Friars'  Close, 

The  Monastery  of  St.  Sepulchre  was  founded  iu  the 
year  1109,  hy  William^  Earl  of  Warren  and  Surrey,  y,ho,  going 
on  a  crusade  soon  afterwards,  recommended  the  protect  ion  of  bis 
new  iDslitution  to  his  brother  jwj//ffrr*t'  It  was  iippropriated  to 
canons  of  the  Augustine  order^  and  wa<(  additionally  endowed  by 
King  Henry  the  Second,  and  by  other  benefactors.  At  the  sup* 
pression,  it  appears  to  have  been  seized  of  annual  revenues  to 
the  amount  of  SSl.  6s.  The  site  is  called  Canon&;  and  part  of 
the  conventual  church,  still  standing,  has  long  been  converted 
into  a  bani.  The  gate  of  the  porter's  lodge,  and  some  other 
parts  of  the  buildings,  stilt  remiiiu* 

Of  four  other  religious  houses,  no  vestiges  remain. 

Don  us  Dei,  or  Maison  dt  Dieu,  which  stood  at  the  comer 
of  Canon's  Close,  was  founded  by  William  Rufus,  or  the  Ear! 
Warren  in  that  monarchs  reign.    John  Earl  Warren  gT«>ted  it 


to 


*  A  view  of  ttiis  is  aoneiced. 


t  In  Itte  on^nal  tt  is  '^  patinifcris  fimtribiis  meis/'  Palmers  wf'.re  pil» 
g^s,  or  snldiera,  who  Jjail  served  in  lij€  oiiuade  to  tl»c  Holy  Land,  an^ 
were  so  called  becanse  thty  usually  broiij^bt  liome,  from  Palp^tine,  i  palm 
branch,  whicb  tbey  wore  as  a  badge  of  (ti&tinctiou.  Blomefield's  Essay, 
&c.  Vol,  U.  p.  96,  uole. 
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^o  the  Prior  of  Tbelford,  to  find  two  chaplains  lo  pray  for  the 
ul  of  tbe  founder,  and  lo  furnish  lodgiog  aud  food,  during  the 
ce  of  forty  weeks,  annually,  for  three  poor  men ;  who  were 
»  teceive  every  night  a  loaf  of  rje-bread,  weighing  as  heavy  ai 
Rro-and-iif\y  shillings  sterling,  aud  one  herring ;  or,  in  case  of 
scarcity  of  herrings,  then  two  eggs,  in  lieu  of  each  herring : 
irce  beds  were  likewise  to  be  pro\ided,  and  water  for  washing 
ic  pilgrim's  feet. 
On  the  Suffolk  side  of  the  river,  near  St.  Mary's  church,  is  a 
REE  Grammar  School.— In   the  year  1566,  Sir  Richard 
'uhnerslon  bequeathed  by  will  certain  property,  to  remunerate 
priest  (or  preaching  four  times  in  tlic  year  at  the  parish  church 
f  St.  Mary,  and  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  free-school,  with 
wcUing'houses  for  a  master  and  usher,  who  were  to  receive  ade- 
uate  salaries  ;  and  a  habitation  for  two  poor  men  and  two  poor 
tnen,  who  were  to  be  allowed  weekly  pensions.     The  benevo- 
it  inteulions  of  the  donor,    however,  were  not   carried  into 
ifiect  till  the  lime  of  King  James  the  First ;  when,  upon  a  peti- 
on  of  the  townsmen,  it  was  enacted  by  the  authority  of  parlia* 
lent,  that  there  should  be  for  ever  a  free  grammar-school  and 
tospital ;  and  that  the  master  of  the  school,  who  should  be  the 
reacher.  according  to  tlic  will  of  the  testator,  usher,  and  the 
4bur  poor  people,  should  be  a  body  politic,  under  the  title  of 
**  The  master  and  fellows  of  the  school  and  hospital  at  Thetford» 
Ibunded  by  King  James  tlie  First,  according  to  the  will  of  Sir 
Richftrd  Fulmerston,  Knt/' — Dr,  Caios,  in  his  History  of  Cam- 
bridge, conjectures,  that  the  school,  which  Sigebert,  king  of  East* 
Anglia,  set  up  after  his  return  from  France,  and  mentioned  by 
Bede,  was  erected  here.     Tbijt  a  seminary  for  learned  and  reli- 
g:ioii$  instruction,  was  early  established  in  the  mctropolts  of  the 
Bast' Anglian   dominions,    is    highly   probable;    but    no  notice 
occurs  prior  to  tlie  year  1329 ;  when  it  appears,  by  llie  Episcopal 
Institutions,  that  John  de  Mordon  was  collated  to  the  mastership 
hy  the  bishop. 

Q4  Thetford, 
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Thelford,  tlioof>h  a  wry  awcienl  burgli,  ft  comivaratively  a 
mofiem  oor|>«*ration.  In  tin,'  time  of  tlio  Coiif|nerf»r,  the  town 
was  poverneti  l»v  a  f>ra»|Kisitijs  *»  and  olher  inftTior  ofticcrs.  The 
fnwn,  froin  nut  Imng  a  free  Uurgh»  al  tinici  suffered  gresilly  bv  llie 
oj»jKrs»ii>n8  of  ibv  olfiars  nominitled  by  Ihe  crown.  Bui  in  the 
year  1573,  Queen  Clizuhetli  granted  a  charier,  by  whicli  a  mayor, 
t'M  alderiuen,  and  twenty  common-eoutiGilmen»  a  recordcr»  town- 
ck-rk,  svMird-benrer,  and  two  Serjeants  at  mace,  coostitule  Ibc 
cor|>rtration.  Tlie  mnyor»  during  his  mayoralty,  is  clerk  of  the 
market*  and  tbe  fa]louiti<;  year  ot)icmte&  as  coroner.  The  cor- 
poration had  also  permission  to  send  two  burgesses  to  parlrafnem* 
'*  provided  Ifiey  were  <liscrecl  an<J  honest  men  ;  and  were  elected 
at  tlic  exjieiicc  of  tfjc  borough t."  Tins  charter  was  surrendered 
to  the  crotvn  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  Kwfi  Charle*  the  Se- 
cond, and  ia  lieu  of  tt  a  very  im|M?rfect  one  obtained.  But  in 
the  year  l69'2,  an  order  was  procured  from  the  Court  of  Chan- 
eery,  for  takrng  off  the  file^  cancelhug  the  surrender,  and  pro- 
curiiii;  a  trunscrlpt  of  liie  charter^  (granted  in  I  he  reign  of  £U^- 
beth;  by  wliicli  the  town  is  at  present  governed. 

This  phice  Iras  been  honoured  widi  Ihe  prt&ence  of  many  ©f 
onr  sovereigns,  parliculHrly  Henry  tlie  First  and  Henry  tbe  Se- 
cond. Several  charter?,  gr>inlcd  by  the  former  luonarcb,  bear 
date  at  Tlietford.  When  the  manor  fetl  with  the  dtichy  of  Lan- 
caster, of  which  it  t'ornied  a  parcel,  to  Iht  rruwii,  I  lie  ancient 
Beut  of  tiie  Liirls  Wurreu  becrinie  tbe  royal  palace.  This  was  r»- 
buik  in  the  Irijie  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  uho  occasionally  resided 
here,  King  James  tli^  First  made  it  one  of  Uh  huntiuc;  seats ; 
but  having  been  disgusted  with  the  abrupt   rcinonstninc^  of  a 

larmer 

» 

*  The  eliiof  inaQ;i>trjilc  wa*  calleil  crnuvh  whicli  BloiiietitKl,  ami,  iifY^r 
liim»  Uieautlior  of  Onmcsiday  Honk  lihiRtrated,  inlerfireled  mii  ;  alrlioui^ 
comiit  and  cotrntUtHi  are  evidently  distiuel  in  iheir  applioitioii],  from  (innf9 
aiitl  annitatMf  m  tlie  Norman  Survey. 

t  Marlio'9  History  of  Tbetford,  p,  f57. 


[_   ^ 
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ikmier  in  t1i€  vicinity,  aver  who&e  lands  llie  king  and  his  retinue 
had  been  bunting  •»  he  gave  the  palace  to  Sir  Phiiip  Wofle* 
Luui»e  :  it  has  been  rebititl,  and  is  now  the  pro}>erty  of  a  private 
gentleman ;  but  slili  bear*  the  appellation  of  •*  the  Kings 
UouseJ' 

The  Old  Guildhall,  or  council-housp,  beingr  in  a  dila- 
pidated condilion.  Sir  Josepli  Williaiiison,  Knight,  one  of  the 
pritici(i«i1  secretaries  of  stale  to  King  Charles  the  Second,  erected 
at  1)15  own  expence,  the  present  council-chamber^  and  the  apart- 
ment for  liie  juries. 

Thelford  has  been  much  improved  within  the  last  fourleeti 
years.  A  new  bridge  has  been  built,  llie  |>rincipal  street  paved, 
suid  several  handsome  houses  have  bcfo  erected.  Tlie  navigation 
of  the  river  has  lately  been  repaired^  nnd,  by  this  conmmnica- 
tinn,  some  little  niercanlile  business  is  done  in  the  corn  and  coal 
trade,  by  way  of  Lynn  f.  It  has  two  uonual  fairs,  and  a  market 
wctkly  on  Saturdays;  but,  compared  with  its  former  grt^atness, 
is  now  a  very  inconsiderable  place,  containing  492  bouses,  and 
2»146  inhabitants. 

In  the  vicinity  of  The t ford  have  been  discovered  various  extra- 
neous fossils,  particularly  cockle-shell s»  or  cardii  ^  nml  button-iisb, 
tyTechimtte.  Ray  mentions  a  petrified  curlew  found  here,  auterior 
to  the  year  1674.  Some  years  ago,  in  digging  a  marle-pit  at 
Elveden,  a  perfect  nautilus  was  found,  which  was  deposited  itt 
tlie  British  Museum.  Near  Thelford  is  a  minerat  spring,  the 
waters  of  whkh  appear  to  possess  considerable  virtues,  though 
their  cclebrily  has  by  no  means  been  commensuratis  with  their 
acknowledged  efiicacy. 

Among 

*  Ir  h  K&ict^  that  the  fitrmer  bron^it  an  action  of  treflpa<i«,  nnd  iiuisteil 
npon  unrcaHonat)Je  tlarnages.     Blonit?licM'9  Essay,  Vol.  U.  p.  lio. 

♦  In  the  reign  of  Ctiarlw  the  Second,  an  act  of  parliani«nt  was  obtainett 
to  make  the  river  navii^abte  from  Lynn  to  Thetfortl,  the  navigatioii  pre. 
viouily  having  extended!  no  fiirttier  itian  to  a  place  called  Wbite-houie,  near 
Brandon  f«rry.  In  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty,  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed to  execute  tlic  statute  of  Charlci  the  Second. 
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Among  the  few  writers  and  distinguislied  persons  whicli  this 
place  ran  claim,  as  her  sons,  ijjuy  be  reckoned^  Thomas  Mar- 
tin, RA.  S.  an  aiitiquaryp  aod  author  of  the  Hbtor}  of  Thet< 
ford.  He  was  born,  March  8,  iSgS'Jp  9X  the  school-house  in 
St.  Marv*s,  of  which  parish  his  father,  the  Rev.  William  Martin, 
Mae  many  years  rector.  Thomas  was  the  seventh  of  nine  chil* 
di-en,  and  received  his  educalion  in  the  grammar-!!chool  of  bis 
native  place.  He  was  arlicled  to  his  brother,  who  was  an  at- 
torney. He  married  early,  when  the  care  of  a  large  family 
naturally  engaged  his  attention;  and^  though^  on  a  second  mar* 
riage  with  Ihe  widow  of  Peter  Le  Neve,  he  came  into  pouessioo 
of  considerable  property,  with  a  large  collection  of  antiquities. 
valuable  manuscripls»  prints,  books,  &c.:  yet  his  want  of  atten- 
tion to  frugality  and  economy,  conslautty  kept  hhn  in  an  em* 
barrassed  state;  and,  dying  poor,  March  7,  1771,  he  was 
interred  near  otljcrs  of  hts  family  in  tlie  church  porch  of  Pal- 
grave,  SuflTotk ;  at  which  place  he  had  resided  many  yean. 
He  led  a  character  for  strict  integrity,  and,  while  living,  was 
usually  distinguished  by  the  name  of  "  Homst  Tom  Martin  tj 
Palgrave:' 

Thomas  Paine,  of  political  notoriety^  was  a  native  of  this 
place,  where  he  received  the  usual  routine  of  education  at  the 
free  cranimar-sichooL  His  literary  works,  entitled  "  The  Rightt 
{ff  Mm  "^"  Common  Sense;'— "The  Age  of  Reason;'  &c. 
have  passed  through  several  editions ;  and  being  published  at  a 
time  when  ihe  revolution  of  France  had  excited  an  extraordinary 
ferment  in  the  public  mind,  and  being  written  in  a  peculiarly 
popular  style,  and  with  much  freedom  of  thought  and  eaprcs- 
slim,  they  were  eminently  calculated  to  produce  a  rev«tutioo  in 
this  kinf^dom,  had  itot  Mr,  Pitt  suppressed  the  lirst  pamphlet  by 
act  of  parliaments  In  consequence  of  which  the  work  is  now 
rarely  scfu^  and  will  hereafler  be  sought  for  among  the  literary 
curiosities  of  the  age. 


i 
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ATTLEBOROUGH,  or  ATTLEBURGH, 


Haa  formerly  a  market-town,  and  a  place  of  considerable  conse* 
((ueuce,  but  the  formcir  privilege  is  lost,  and  the  latter  character 
has  partly  aubsjided  wilh  it  Spelman»  in  his  keiiiu,  bus  properly 
remarked^  lhj*t  burgh,  or  borough^  as  the  tenuitmtjon  of  a 
name  of  any  place,  indicates  that  it  Imd  once  a  castle,  or  furti- 
tieation;  from  which  Blomelield  conjt'cturcs  At-ie-burgh  may 
mean  the  town  at  the  bur^h  *.  But  the  more  probsible  deriva* 
lion  is  that  of  Mr.  Le  Neve,  who  supposes  the  present  name  an 
abbreviation  of  Alhelingbnrgk ;  which  it  might  have  received 
froQ]  soiue  Saxou  nobleman,  or  prince^  who  bad  his  residence 
here.  This  supposition  corresponds  with  a  story,  related  in  a 
manuscript  written  by  John  Brame,  a  moiik  of  Tbetford. 

in  the  year  841,  Ofla,  King  of  East-Anglia,  passing  through 
Germany,  on  his  retuni  from  the  Holy  Land,  intended  to  pay  a 
visit  to  his  cousin  Alkmuncfy  King  of  Saxony,  whom  he  bad 
previously  called  on,  Imt  being  taken  ill  at  a  place  called  St, 
George's  arm  he  summoned  a  council,  and  appointed  Edmundi 
•on  of  Alkmund,  bis  successor  to  the  throne  of  East-Ari;^lia, 
On  the  death  of  OfFj,  a  deputation  was  sent  from  the  East- 
Angles  to  Edmund,  who,  lauding  at  Hunstanton,  proceeded  to 
Athburght  wliere  the  last  king  had  resided  in  retirement  and 
devotion.  It  thus  appears  to  have  been  a  place  of  repute  during 
the  Saxon  era,  and  vas,  doubtless,  fortitied  to  prevent  the  de- 
vastations of  the  pracdatory  Danes.  The  forlificalions  f  are  raid 
to  have  been  con.spicuous  lu  the  time  nf  Henry  the  Second ; 
for  William  de  Fossato  de  Atkbure,  who  lived  there  at  that 
period,  and   bis   descendants,   are^   in  old  writings,   fre(]uently 

distiuguisbcd 

•  Ea««y,  Ac.  Vol.  L  p.  501. 

t  Not  the  amalleat  vestiges  arc  now  traceaWc, 
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dislinguished   by  the  addition  of  *  Ath  the  Dyke^*  tmlead  df 
deAtfrbure^r 

This  place  formerly  belonged  to  the  Morlimers,  who  haw 
been  siated  as  descendants  of  the  celebrated  lords  Mortimen,  of 
Wigmore,  in  the  roimty  of  Hereford  f.  But  what  luflilJla 
against  such  an  extraction  is,  the  arms  of  the  two  families  liattnf 
been  invariably  differenU  Those  of  the  Norfolk  family  bcin? 
the  uncienl  arms  of  Fratace,  with  the  exception  of  the  ecHor, 
vk.  Or  srmi  dc  flcnres-delis  sabU,  The  first  of  the  family, 
i^ho  settled  in  this  county,  wa*  liobert  dr  Mortimer,  who  lived 
in  the  reign  of  Kiog  John  J.  From  the  Mortimers  it  descended, 
by  marriage^  to  the  faintly  of  RatciiffCf  of  whom  it  was  pur- 
chased by  Sir  Francis  Blickleyj  iJarl.  wlM)se  descendent  sold  it 
to  the  family  of  Ash. 

A  College,  dediralcd  to  the  Holy  Crnis,  in  some  reconii 
railed  Attffburgh  Chantry,  was  founded  here  by  Sir  Robert  de 
Mortimcrj  in  the  time  of  Richard  the  Second,  for  a  ciisto»  sod 
four  fellows.  The  former  wiis  to  have  an  anitiml  stipend  of  sixty 
thilltng%  and  each  ftfllow  lorty  shillings,  and  a  doth  suit,  or  in 
lieu,  ten  shillings.  To  pay  this  and  other  expenccs,  the  founder 
endowed  it  with  tlie  sum  of  two  thousand  marks.  The  in- 
nual  revenues,  according  to  Dugitale,  were,  at  the  Dissotulioo, 
'2ll.  ]0'«.  3d.  Rtit  the  value,  as  appears  from  Mr.  Le  Neve« 
collections,  was  50l.  ^s.  4'i.  The  Chtn^k  is  in  the  collegiate 
form,  with  au  aticieiU  square  tower  at  the  intersection  of  tlie 
irdnsept.  The  east  end  h  destroved,  and  the  remains  shew  a 
large  imve,  with  its  ailes;  n  north  and  south  Iraosept,  ami  « 
liandsome  porch  on  the  north  side §*     Many  persons  of  dlstinc- 

114111 

•  BloraeficWa  Essay,  &c.  Vof.  I,  p.  503. 

t  '*  Magna  Britannia,  ^*c.  VoL  III.  p.  34e. 

}  Dugdnlc'A  Baronage,  Vol.  t,  f.  144. 

$  The  aceompiuiyin^  print  tKhibils  the  cburrh,  froiD  the  N.  W.  angle* 
and  it  will  be  Men  tbat  the  central  western  window  »  large  and  hand* 
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NEW  BUCKENHAM 


Arose  out  of  the  decay  of  Old  Buckenbaiii.   William  de  Albini,  dis^ 

IUkifjg  tbe  site  of  llic  o]<l  caslk,  had  the  buildings  takei]  down ;  mid 
having  procured  a  piece  of  ground  from  Ibe  Bisliop  of  Norwich, 
creeled  a  raslle  more  to  tbf^  eastward,  and  founded  Im  new 
burgb,  ibeuce  called  Aew  Buckeiihim,  Tbe  structure  w  as  plea- 
santly situated  upoD  a  bill,  and  consisted  of  a  keep,  tM-o  circular 
towers,  a  grand  entrance-tower^  barbican,  aa«l  embattled  walb ; 
and  the  whole  was  surrounded  by  a  moat,  wbicb  was  tilled  with 

P  water.  The  principal  buildings  are  demolished,  nothing  remain- 
iDg  except  a  few  rotns  of  the  gale-way  and  keep;  all  traces  of 
the  inlrencbmeuts  having  been  obbterated  by  llie  plough. — Wil- 
^^^ani  de  Albini  obtained  a  licence  for  bis  new  town  to  be  con- 
Hadered  a  burgh,  with  tbe  privileges  of  franlv-pledg»,  assize  of 
^K  bread  and  ale,  a  gallows,  a  weekly  market  on  Saturdays,  and 
H  the  liberty  to  hold  a  mercatc  cmrt, 

"  The  Church,  dedicated  to  St.  Martin,  stands  on  the  north  side 
of  ibe  town.  Over  the  west  door  are  carved,  i»  free-stone,  the 
arms  of  several  noble  and  distinguished  persons,  who  have  been 
interred  within  its  walls,  particularly  of  the  Knevets ;  wbich^ 
Camden  says,  was  an  ancient  family  ever  since  Sir  John  Knrvet 
was  lord  chancellor  of  England,  in  the  time  of  King  EkJward  the 

I  Third.     On  a  flat  stone  in  this  cburctt  were  the  eftigies  of  him 
^d  bblady,  in  brass,  with  tliis  inscription  :  — 
\ 
•ituated  to  tlie  xiortb-east  of   Shropham,  takes  tbe  name  from 

f^ur  hilk,  which  lie  in  the  parish  of  Carleton,  on  the  south  side 

of 


ihttg  pn  onimabui  Johanna  Knevet,  armigerif  if  Alt^a^  vxorit  iua^ 
qui  Ob.  1400." 


FOREHOE  HUNDRED, 


in- 
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of  the  road  leading  from  Norwich  to  Hingham,  inhere  the  hi 
dre<l-cuurl  used  to  Itf  lield.     It  was  called  ihe   Hundred  c 
Hfrff  of  Kortht>e,  und  betoii«etJ  to  the  crown, 

Thh  hundred  is  about  tliirteen  iiiHes  io  length,  ftnd  of  van« 
breiidtlis,  from   three  to  s**veii  miles;  crtmiireheiidiiig  an  ext 
»i\e  lr;ick  of  fcitile  uiifi  bighW  improved  lands.     With  Mitfamt. 
Forelioe  foriDs  Ihe  deaitery  of  Hingham,  in  the  archdeaconry 
Norfolk.    The  sum  raised  in  the  year  1803,  for  the  mainlcniiiicr 
of  lh€  poor,  was  (>,90ll.  165.  5|ti.;  being  au  average  of  Ihmr 
ftitillins^s  and  ekvni-peiice  in  tite  |>yiuid-rate  *. 

11  lis  Imntbtd  conluins  the  parishes  of  Bar/ord,  Barmkm 
Broom,  Baivbtir^/t,  Btiwihorptf  Brandon  Parta,  Carlton  Forr- 
ho^t  ColtoHt  fmtf3.\i/t  Cohton,  Crowntiiorpe,  Lkopham,  Eagtout 
Hackf&rd,  llin^kam,  H&ningham,  himircriep,  Marlingfwrdt 
Mortttf  SL  Bvtofp/f,  Morfrif  Si,  Peter,  RnnhaU,  Wdibomt, 
U  irkietewdf  Wramplirfghomt  and  IVi/mvndftam, 


I 


WYMONDflAM, 


or  Windham,  h  rt  market-fown,  pfensantly  ailuated   iime  mfirt 

cii^liirit  froin  Nonvich,  cm  llie  »rcal  road  to  London.  This  place 
bus  been  supposed  to  be  of  Koman  orr*;iri ;  and,  witltout  the 
Bin-dtlcat  traces  to  countenance  such  an  opinion,  »oine  have  con- 
sidered it  the  Sitoma^us  of  ihe  lliiifntry.  The  name  is  purely 
Saion,  and  llie  consci|ueiice  of  the  pliice  arose  from  th^  ercel'mn 
of  a  iuojiiiJ»tery  here,  hi  the  liiuc  of  fleiiry  the  Firit,  A.  D.  1 130, 


*  An  the  parisliM  of  tlii&  liaiidrcil,  except  Honitiqliam,  were  ixtcor- 
jmrated  by  a»i  at'i  wliicli  passed  in  Hie  siixte<>iitli  year  of  tlie  present  rci^n  ; 
And  a  l;iiii»e  of  industry  vtM  creeled  in  tlie  pariith  of  Mlcklewood,  iu  tbe 
year  1776*  Tlie  ronccrn*  of  the  poor  are  nwnmgcd  by  tweni^-tbur  lii- 
rcctorK  and  Iwenij-fuiir  acting  guardiatLs^  viito  f^ra-ut  relief  in  i»r  uiit  of  Ihi* 
hoti,sc,  at  tlieir  disoreliou.  Tlie  fiaiiijers  in  i!jc  house  are  not  fwrmrdt  ami 
rtiey  coii»iist  ptmcipilly  of  Hjitdren,  and  person*,  T*ht>  an*  incapadtatfil 
for  labor  by  a^je  or  iulirniity.    **  Abstract  of  returos,"  Ae.  j».  Mix, 
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by  Willmm  de  Albhii*,  who  amply  endowed  it  wilU  lands; 
hJucIi  entlowment  was  confinneti,  and  adtJilioiial  lands  and  pri- 
vileges annexed  by  tlie  reigiiiog  iiiooarch.  Anion*;  other  bene- 
factions  \he  king  gran  led  to  tbe  mouastery  all  wr^^ks  on  that 
part  of  Ihe  coast  King  between  Eccles,  Uappisburgli,  and  Tuu- 
stede :  and  a  rent  in  kind  of  two  thousand  eets  annually, 
from  the  village  of  Elingtya,  now  Helgay.  From  the  register 
of  St,  Alban's  tbe  religious  house  here  aj>pears,  originally,  to 
Lave  been  fonnded  as  u  ceil  for  Bhck  Monks  of  llie  Augustint 
order,  and  itsi  ainiual  revenues^  as  valued  at  the  Dissolution, 
amounted,  according  to  Dngdale^  to  2)11.  l6s*  6d.  By  the  in- 
quisilion,  made  at  that  period,  the  monastery  was  found  in  a 
%f pilar  stale,  nr)  critocs  were  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  abbot, 
wbo,  therefore,  bad  an  allowance  for  life  of  661*  13s.  4d.  per 
aontiin ;  and  the  monks  were  bfamrfess,  except  four,  who,  ac* 
Cording  to  tbe  report,  acknowledged  themselves  guilty  of  iiicoa- 
tineiicy. 

The  abbey  church  was  a  large  haudsonie  cruciform  buildhig, 
^reeled  soon  after  the  year  1130,  and  dedicated  to  the  Virgin 
^lary  and  77rowkir#  d  Becket.  Tbe  structure  consisted  of  a  choir, 
Dave,  transept,  north  and  south  ailes,  with  a  tower  standing  la 
Ihe  centre,  sliIE  called  tbe  abbey  steeple,  and  another  at  tbe  west 
^nd.  When  the  monastery  was  destroyed,  Ihe  south  aik*,  over 
^hich  were  lodgings  for  sui^eniumemry  monks,  was  dejnotisbed. 
Dut  the  kijtg  granted  Ihe  inhabitants  land  to  bntkJ  atiotber. 
^Xoxious  to  save  their  noble  church,  they  also  obtained  the  fol- 
lowiug  parts  iihich  had  been  coudenuied  by  tbe  act  for  removing 
superstitious  buildings. 

Vol.  XL— May,  IS09.  R  The 

*  Tbe  mode  in  wkicjlt  il«  manor  ntf  Happi^hurgfa  was  com^eyed  lo  the 
Tcligions  of  this  home  is  deserving  uuLkL-.  Tbe  livery  was  made  by  a 
^n>ss  qf  tiicer,  i^hich  conuiiied  certain  veiiiirabte  rebques,  viz.  port  qi 
the  crosa  on  wliicli  die  Saviour  Buffered,  part  of  ttie  manner  at  B^th* 
lebem,  part  of  tbr  sppukiire  ot'tlie  Bk'b»ed  \  iru:in,  a  goldrmf,  and  a  silvvi 
chaJice  for  tlte  Eucharist,  in  form  of  u  spbcre,  and  all  done  iu  tJie  pre2»enef 
^,(  tlie  fouudef*  aoiu,  fViUiam,  Nigci,  and  O/iw, 
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The  abbpy  steeple,  vcslrv*  monks*  lodgings  oter  ihe  south 
ailc,  St.  Mart;arcl's  cbajiel,  ttie  cliiipel  of  llie  Blessed  Virgin,  the 
ehapet  of  St.  Thomas  ii  Becket,  and  tJie  choir :  (hcse  were 
granted  ou  coudttioii  that  the  inhabitaDls  paid  the  king  for  the 
Ifod  at  the  rale  of  faur  pouiub  per  fodder,  of  twenty-four  square 
feet.  The  whole,  consisting  of  "  seventeen  fodder  and  thirly-on« 
feet,"  was  paid  for;  Htid  the  timber  of  tlie  roof  b<doDging  to  tlic 
thapter-hnuse,  and  some  slone,  glass,  ht.  fit  for  erecting  the 
new  aile,  &c.  were  given  into  the  burgain  *.  Bui  ihc  pious 
design  was  frustrated  by  tfre  sacriie^iou-s  iiijnitice  of  Mr,  Serjeant 
FhwrtdeWt  who  denioh^hed  tlic  choir  and  sold  the  matcnab; 
upon  which  the  people  lottk  <lown  the  residuary  butldiugs,  aod 
contented  Ihem^lves  witli  er«tting  the  new  aile.  The  present 
church  coufiii^ts  of  a  nave  \tith  uile.s,  a  large  western  lower,  and 
another  at  the  intersection  of  the  nave,  with  the  transepts.  The 
sncicnt  parts  of  the  buitdiitg  display  semi-circular  archer,  with 
ihorl  columns^  large  piers,  &c,  which  appear  to  be  parts  of  tlie 
original  structure.  At  the  east  end,  and  on  the  sonlh  side  of  the 
church,  are  some  fragments  of  walls.  The  north  aile,  porch, 
aiHJ  towers,  are  of  a  much  later  style  than  the  nave  and  south 
tile.  Altogether  the  chnrcb  is  an  interesting  and  curious  pile; 
presenting  to  the  architectural  antiquary  and  draughtsman  ranch 
to  admire  and  delineate.  litre  is  a  large  /out,  ornanientt-d  with 
bold  sculpture,  and  elevated  on  steps. 

In  the  choir  was  buried,  the  founder,  who  died,  A,  D.  1I56» 
upon  whose  tomb  was  tbi:»  iuscriptioa  : — 

**  H«nc  piHcfnm  locum  fundavU  ct  hie  jaret,  itlii 
Qua^  dedit  Imic  domui^  Jam  ^ine  dm  toiet.** 

Here  lie  also  many  of  the  Alhims,  earls  of  Arundel,  and  some 
of  the  Clifton  family.  A  gentleman  was  interred  here,  named 
Nomt  who  QOl  having  been,  according  to  expectation,  liberal  to 

tbe 


i 


Pi^  coBTeiity  one  of  Ibc  mcmks  wrote  Ikk  poiaCed  dittidi  to  Im 


iVoM,  of  BOM  to  Cluitt  gave  mmghi 


Hie  dlat  mt  NuUm^  qow  duIIo  ntiUior  itte, 
NkOm  cnt  dc  BaUo  nil  tibi  Christe  V 


J3  Her*  lyefhJVMT,  who  worse  duuiamtf  was  tbooglit; 

T         For  being 


^;  Manj  of  the  Knevet  family  were  also  interred  here.  Several 
^If^Uds  belonged  to  the  church,  the  property  of  which  having  been 
by  the  crown,  part  of  it  was  appropriated,  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  for  fonndiog  a  school,  and  for  other  pious  uses* 
^'  Tbe  town  contains  several  liberties,  which  are  called  the  in* 
divisioas;  and  the  parish,  which  is  very  extensive,  compre- 
several  hamlels,  denominated  the  autsoken  division. 
Wymoodham  is  principally  inhabited  by  manufacturer^  who 
e  employed  in  various  branches  of  weaving;  in  makbg  spindle^ 
and  other  articles  of  wooden-ware. 
■  Tins  place  gave  name  to  the  distinguished  family  of  Wynd- 
i$AM,  or  Windham,  which  has  ramified  into^several  branches,  viz. 
the  Wyndhams  of  Wiltshire,  Soraersetsliire,  and  Glamorganshire ; 
flod  of  Felbrigge,  Cromar,  and  Earsham,  in  this  county.  In  the 
yaar  1293,  William  de  Wimundham  was  overseer  of  the 
sflver-mines  in  Devonshire,  and  held  other  offices  in  the  exclie- 
qoer.  He  was  well  skilled  in  chemistry  and  metallurgy;  and 
that  year  he  extracted  two  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  of  fine 
^wer  from  tbe  portion  of  le«d  ore,  which  King  Edward  the  First 
fjKwe  as  a  dower  with  his  daughter  Eleanor,  on  tier  marriage  with 
fbe  Count  de  Barr.    Tbe  succeeding  year  be  procured  ^ve  huiK 

R  2  dred 


^  W eever,  ia  his  aadort  fmiersl  moinnents,  dtes  a  noiilar  fpednoi 

**  Hie  recabat  NuOtu,  radio  de  »«iifaiiie  rretm 
NeOot  Mfmd  vivos  NuUum  mfmd  Mperot. 


JMm  lyelb  here  of  iseage  A'« 

m^Aeac,  Nmm 'tooBsst  the  laaBts  bcfraHM." 
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dred  and  twenty  pounds  of  silver^  which  wat  coined  in  Londmi; 
aii3  Ihe  next  jear,  miners  from  DerbysLire  having  been  scot  to 
assist  liie  Devonians,  Mr.  Winninciham  sent  hevi'H  hundred 
paunds  of  silver  to  the  Mini.  Sir  Williara  W^iitlham  was  sheriff 
of  Norfolk,  A.  D.  1549 \  The  two  insurgenls,  (he  Ketts, 
were  nalives  of  this  town,  and  carried  on  the  business  of  lunuing. 
Of  tlie  deplorable  insurrection  to  which  tliey  were  leaders,  aa 
account  has  been  already  given.  Robert,  the  elder  brother, 
was  handed  in  chains  on  the  caslle  at  Norwich ;  and  Willianip 
upon  the  high  steeple  of  the  church  hert\ 

KiMBERLY  Hall,  the  scat  of  Lord  IVodehousef,  stands  in 
the  hamlet  of  Dawnham  and  parish  of  W^mondhum,  thou::h  the 
park  is  in  Ihiit  of  Kimberly,  The  seat  anciently  belon;;ed  to 
the  fannly  of  Fastollf,  and  stood  on  Ibe  west  side  of  the  village 
of  Kimberlcy ;  but  Sir  John  Wudehouse,  who  possessed  it  m 
Ihe  reign  of  King  Henry  ihe  Fourlh,  took  it  dowi*,  and  erected 
on  the  east  part  a  noble  mansion,  where  Ihe  family  resided  till 
the  year  l65£);  when.  Sir  Tliilip  Wodehouse  haviiifr  demolished 
it,  removed  to  the  present  seat.  Tltia  was  erected  by  the  late  Sir 
John  Wodehouse,  to  which  four  rooms,  one  at  each  angle  of  the 
house^  were  added  by  Ihe  late  Sir  Armine  Wodebouse,  who  also 

made 

•  Btomefield's  Essay,  &c.  Vol.  II.  p.  553.  j 

f  Thjfi  family^  which  has  long  been  settled  in  Norfolk,  dcri?e»  its  descent 
through  a  loccesuoii  of  knight$^  with  little  interruption,  from  the  time  of 
Mmnf  the  Fhtt.  In  that  reign  Sir  VoMtantinc  IVodthotise  married  Isabel, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  the  BotetortA.  John  Wodehniise  was  ^ultejnan  of 
the  privy  chani tier  to  King  Henry  the  Fourth,  and  uJteiidfd  thai  munardi 
inlo  France,  where  he  so  dialmgnished  hiuisclf  at  the  battle  of  A^incotirt, 
that  the  king  ^mnted  him  an  aiLfrfi^entatioM  to  hij  m-ni«,  with  leave  to  licir 
«a  a  motto,  "  ActscocnT,"  and  apiinintcxl  him  steward  of  tlit  Diicby  of' 
Lancaster,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  with  a  &ajary  of  leii  pounds  perann. 
Kimbcr's  Baronetage  of  England,  Vol.  L  p.  ?L'.  Sir  John  Wodehou»e 
having  represented  Norfolk  in  two  parliameots,  was  created  Bwvn  Wode* 
s,  Octuber  26,  1797. 
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'■nade  several  otber  improvement.     The  bouse»  which  is  built  of 

"fcrick^  conluiri*  many  coovemeiit  rooms,  a  spacious  library,  aud 
offices  detacJicd.  It  is  situated  in  au  extensive  and  beautiful 
park,  richly  oniameuted  wilh  wood  and  water,  A  lake,  com- 
prisiog  about  Iwenly-eighl  acres,  appareatly  environiu^  a  large 
farr,  or  wooil  of  venerable  oaks,  on  the  western  side,  forms  a 
delightful  view  from  lite  house;  while,  to  the  north-west,  the 
rivulet,  which  forms  the  boundary  of  a  tiue  lawn,  is  converted 
into  a  serpeuliiie  river,  issuing  from  the  lake.  In  the  house  is 
preserved  a  line  portrdit  of  Vandifck,  painted  by  himself,  whea 
young* 

HINGHAM 

is  a  small  town,  having  a  market  weekly  on  Saturdays.  It  was 
mcieutly  part  of  the  possessions  belongiog  to  the  Marshah^ 
aftenvards  E^rls  of  Penibnjkc.  From  ihcm  it  came  to  the  Mor- 
Jeys,  and  thence  to  the  Worleh ousts,  iu  which  family  it  is  at 
present  vested. 

The  Church  is  a  iiaridsome  structure,  and  has  a  large  and  lofty 
tower.  It  i^as  rebuilt  by  Remigius  de  Hctliersete,  rector  her«, 
aided  hy  the  munificence  of  the  patron,  John  Le  Marshal,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  tlie  Thirds  Several  chapels  and  numerous 
images  decorated  the  interior  prior  to  the  Retbrmulioo, 

Trinity  Chape!,  which  hud  a  window  of  hue  stained  glass,  was^ 
according  to  local  tradition,  erected  at  the  expence  of  some 
spirited  young  ladies  of  the  town.  But  the  window  only,  more 
probably,  was  a  female  doualion,  as  appears  from  a  mutilated 
inscription,  which  Blomefield  read  in  the  glass  lhus:^"Thys 
wyudow  >9  ye  maifdtn  cost  of  Hengham."^ — This  aeems  to  con* 
firm  the  conjecture. 

On  the  nor  111  side  of  the  chancel  is  a  noble  canopied  monu* 
ment,  reaching  from  the  floor  to  Ihc  roof,  richly  decorated  with 
stone  imagery  and  tracery  ;  and  though  many  of  the  brasses  are 
gotie^  from  the  arms  remaining,  it  appears  to  have  beeB  erected 

R  3  ,  la 
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to  t!i€  memory  af  Thomas  Lord  Mor!ey,  who  died  in  tlie  time  of 
Henry  the  Sixth •. 

In  iti05,  Robert  Peck  was  rector  of  lliia  churclj,  who  "  im*  i 
Hum  of  a  very  violent  jichismalical  *pirit :  he  pulled  down  the  rails, 
and  Icvelkd  the  altar,  atid   Ihe   whole  rhunci'l  a  foot  below  the 
duirch,  as  it  remains  to  this  day  ;  but  being  prosecuted  for  it  b* 
Bishop  Wren,  l>e  fled   llie  kingdom,  and  went  over  into  New 
England  with  nmuy  of  hi$  parishioners,  who  sold  their  esliites 
for  half  their  valuep  and  conveyed  all  their  effects  to  that   uew 
plantation ;  erected  a  town  and   colonie  by  the  name  of  tllNG- 
HAU,  where  many  of  their  posterity  are  HttU  reinaming.     He 
proniiaed  never  to  desert  them ;  biit  tiearin^  that  hi$hopM  were 
deposed,  lie  left  tliem  ail  to  sliift  Tor  themselves,  and  came  back  to 
llinghani,  in  Ihe  year  ]64() ;  and  after  ten  years  Tolimtary  baoiab- 
ment,  he  resumed  his  rectory,  and  died  in  l<jd6t," 

Siu  Ralph  dk  Hingham^  Knt.,  was  jostlce  of  Ihe  K'mg'M 
Bench  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  the  Third,  and  Edward  the  First ; 
wbicii  post  he  ht»td  sixteen  years,  atid  received  an  annual  fee  of 
Jort^  pounds.     He  was  a  canon  of  St.  Paul's,  in  Loudon,  jusliee 
itinerant  in  the  years  1^71^  2*  3,  4,  &c*  and  chief  commissioner 
ia  the  regency  appointed  fiir  the  government  of  the  kingdom^  in 
the  absence  of  Edward  the  First,  when  that  monarch  visited  llie 
Holy  Land,     On  the  kliv^'A   letum   he  was  iinpcaclied  of  mai-* 
practices,  \s  if  b  several  others  of  the  great  law  oflicers,  and  havinj 
been   found  guilty  of  bribery  and  corruption,  was  fined  seveni 
ihmtsand  m&rk's :  nhich  not  bejn<;  immeditttely  paid  be  was  iiu#| 
prisoned ;  and  al^envards  banished  with  nine  of  his  brethren 
two  only  of  the  twrlve  judges,  viz«  Mm   de  Mdingham   ai 
Eiitis  dc  Becfcingham,  having  e<^capcd  iinpllculioti  in   The   likt 
charges.     Haviug  subsequetitly   paid  the  enormous  heavy  fii 
evinced  signs  of  contrition  for  bis  offence,  and  given  wtisfkctii 

«  BlomeGcld'i  Eaaiy,  &c.  Vol.  11.  p.  t30. 

t  From  a  letter  of  tl»  Rev.  Mr.  WatiOo,  quoted  ia  BtooKfidd'i  Ctsay, 
in,  XaL  II.  p.  4^4. 
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B^^  ^'>^  public,  he  was  in^de  cliit-f  justice  of  the  Common  Pleas 
in  tl»e  first  ^ear  of  King  Edward  the  Second's  reign.  A-  D.  1308. 
King  ttiiil  yeur,  tie  «.\us  buried  under  a  niche  in   Uie  wall  af  Un? 
►itli  ttile  of  St.  Ptiul'ii  cathrdrut,  in  London  *. 


CorTBSSBY.  cr  Cossey  Hall,  the  seal  of  Sir  William  Jem- 

111,  Bart,  h  i^itiiated  about  Jive  miles  N.  W.  of  Norwicli, 

port  of  tlie  count vjusltv  celebrated  for  lis  diversified  feutures 

iSf  bill  tind  dale.     The  liouse,  partly  ancienl  and  partly  modern, 

taifis  several  good   and  convenient  a]»arlnipnls,  anuaig  which 

a  large  well  stocked  library.     Among  ihe  piclurrs  is  a  POR- 

AIT  of  Queai  Mary,  said  to  be  by  Holbein;  and  a  very  cu* 

ous  drawing  by  "  Pli.  Fruy tiers,"  ditted   164O,  representing  the 

clcbraled    LUtrl  of  ArundrU  his   countess,  and  three  children* 

is  picture  was  designed  by  Vandyck,  as  a  iort  of  compnnioti  to 

i)   mncb-ad mired  painting  of  ibe  Pembroke  family,  at  Wilton. 

ertue  has  engraved  a  print  from  itf.      Cuntiguons  lo  llie  house 

is  a  modem  chapl,  buiU  under  the  direction  of  Edward   Jern- 

iogbani,  Esq.    in  what  is  commonly  lenned  llie  golluc  style: 

i.e.    It  has  lofty  windows  with   pointed   arches,  nnilliojis,  &c. 

each  of  wbicti  is  filled  wilb  painted  glass.    The  whole  produces 

a  beautiful  effect,  the  detail  is  co|jied  from  various  specimens  of 

ancient  church  architecture,  and  is  creditable  to  Ibe  taste  of  tlie 

:desi£ner. 
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MITFORD  HUNDRED, 


^tualed  to  the  east  of  tliat  of  Forehoe^  comprehends  an  area  of 
[about  tiiae  nules  in  length,  by  si\  in  breadth;  atid  is  considered 

R  4  nearly 

•  Dogdale's  History  (»f  St.  PMut's  €atbedr&l,   p.  47. 
t  fee  Walpole'i  Works,  quarto  cdiiivu,  VoL  HI.  p.  ?09. 
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nmdy  tlie  central  district  of  the  county.  Il  is  now  well  wooded 
but  forme rlv  iibou tided  with  extensive  conimonsp  niaay  of  which 
hate  beeu  cuclosed.  The  soil  is  ricb,  and  generallv  well  cuItU 
Tnted.  At  the  NormaD  surv*?y  it  was  called  Mitfr/ort,  and  be- 
longed to  the  monastery  of  St,  Etbeldredaj  in  the  l;»le  of  Ely. 

The  sum  mised  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  in  the  year  ending 
at  Eusler,  U03,  was  5.1331.  10s.  4id.;  forming  an  avemge  on 
the  rental,  of  two  shillings  and  elevei^pence  tliree-farlhings  in  the 
pound,  Thb  hundred,  conjointly  niUi  tliat  of  Laundilcb,  hate 
erected  a  spacious  and  convenient  house  of  industry,  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  poor,  in  the  hamlet  of  Dillington,  which  if  now 
included  in  the  parish  of  Eitsl  Dereham  ;  and  the  two  hundreds, 
for  the  purprise  of  parochial  relief,  were  incorporated  by  an  ad 
passed  in  the  fiA*!eu:lh  year  of  (he  present  reii»n. 

This  hundred  contains  the  parishes  of  Burgh  South.  Crmh' 
worth,  Dereham  East  (cum  Dtlllu^lon),  Garresfont^  Hardmghamt 
ifoehn^'mgt  Letion^  MtitdshaU,  Mattishall  Bur«h,  Rftfrnerstottt 
Sftipdham,  TTinxton,  Dtddeiikam  East,  Tuddcnham  North,  Wnt' 
eldf  jVhinberghy  IVcghising,  and  Yaxftam, 

EAST  DEREHAM 

is  a  niarket-lown  of  great  antiquily,  near  the  centre  of  the  county. 
The  first  account  respecting  it,  is  in  (he  time  of  the  Saxons,  when 
Withhurgii,  nalurdl  daughter  of  Anna,  King  of  East-Anglia, 
settled  hercwithsonieoltjer  vifi^ins,  anil  ereclefl  a  nunnery,  became 
its  first  prioress,  died  at  this  place,  and  vtas  buried  tn  the  coc* 
venlu'dl  church.  The  house  having  been  tlestroyed  by  the  Danes, 
the  church  was  made  jjarochial  in  tfie  year  798.  About  two 
hundred  years  afUr,  Brit  hoed,  abbot  of  Ely»  and  hb  monks 
cojicerted  a  scliCine  to  convoy  the  body  of  the  princess,  which 
had  been  reportf  d  to  have  renialned  uncorrupled,  to  their  own 
inonastery;  which  having  etfeclcd,  the  body  was  enshrined  at 
Ely,  before  the  meir  of  Dereham  were  able  to  laKc  any  steps  for 

its 
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its  recovery  *.  Thb  religious  house  f?a6  afterwards  converted 
into  an  abbey,  though  it  b  not  known  by  wliom.  Roger  Jarmey, 
the  last  abbot,  resigned  it  to  the  crown,  and  the  site  was  pur- 
chased by  Thomas  Dereliani.  The  abbot  was  allowed  a  pension 
of  661.  13s.  4d.  per  annum:  whence  it  appears,  that  the  annual' 
revenues  must  have  been  very  great 

Near  the  site  was  an  ancient  baptistry,  and  a  curious  old 
pointed  aith  covers  a  spring  to  which  are  still  attributed  salutife- 
rons  qualities. 

The  Church,  built  in  the  collegiate  form,  is  a  Iiandsome  stmc- 
ture,  consisting  of  a  nave,  north  and  south  ailes,  transept,  and 
dioir,  with  a  tower  in  the  centre.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Seventh,  this  having  been  judged  not  sufficiently  strong  to  bear  • 
the  heavy  bells,  a  large  tower,  called  the  new  docker,  was 
erected,  about  twenty  yards  from  the  chanctl,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  chuFch-yard. 

In  the  nortli  transept  of  this  church  is  a  monument  of  while 
marble,  the  neatness  of  which  is  chastely  appropriate  to  the 
mental  qualities  of  him  whose  memory  it  records,  bearing  this 
inscription: — 

In  memory  of 

WILLIAM  COWPER,  Esquirs, 

Born  in  Hcrtfordsliire,  1732 : 

Buriod  in  tliis  Gtmrcli,  1800. 

Ye  who  with  warmth  the  pnbh'c  triumph  feel, 

Of  talents  dignifieU  by  sacred  zeal, 

Here  to  devotion's  bard,  devoutly  just, 

Pay  your  fond  tribute,  due  to  Cooper's  dust ; 

EngUod  exulting  in  his  spotless  fame, 

Ranks  vrith  her  dearest  sons,  his  favourite  nune. 

Sense,  fancy,  wit,  sufiice  not  all  to  rais^, 

So  clear  a  title  to  afl'ection's  praise, 

His  highest  honours  to  the  heart  belong, 

His  virtuei  formed  the  magic  of  his  song. 

In 

*  This  seinire  in  the  **  Historia  Eliensis  is  termed,  '  ttnetum  BitcTiiegiunC 
-^-jidelt  furtum — talutarit  rapmoj  that  is,  a  h^iy  aa.rUfge,*-^  fious  fraud^ 
«  »9ul'9nwg  robbery," 
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Ill  I  he  soutli  transept  stands  a  siitgularly  carved  ancient  oakes 
chest  which  once  belonged  to  the  Howard  faiiiilv.     It  is  supposed 
to  he  more  than  four  hundred  ^ears  old,  ^as  fcjumt  in  the  rulns^ 
of  Buckenliam  castle,  and   presented   to   litis  church  by  Samuel 
Rash,  Esq.  in  the  year  1786". 

A  curious  and  hatidsotnc  font,  in  this  church,  was  erected 
the  year  14(>S :  il  stands  upon  an  octangular  pedestal,  ctinsisfing 
of  two  Bights  of  steps,  the  uj»j>er  of  which  is  ornameoled  with 
roses  and  quatrefoits.  The  centre,  or  shaft,  is  enriched  wirli  full 
length  figures  of  eight  of  the  apostles,  and  beneath  those,  at  the 
angles,  the  four  evangehsh,  with  their  res^tective  svnibots,  viz. 
an  angel,  lion,  bull,  and  ea^le.  Upon  the  u|>[ier  part,  is  carved 
the  crucifixion  of  Christ,  and  the  seven  sacraments*. 

The  following  extract  of  the  ex  pence  of  its  erection  is  a  curioui 
document. 

"  Costs  of  the  newe  Funte, 

/t.     s.     d, 
tmp'mis  payd  to  the  mason  quan  he  I  eke  the  seyed 

funle  in  arnesl  *  -  •  • ^^     ^^      iijj 

It'Di  payd  fur  luakyng  an  obligaceon  in  (he  which 

he  was  bound  for  (he  seyd  week  ..........      „     „      liij 

ll'm  payd  for  lying  of  the  freslone  y  went  to  y 

seyd  fiint  to  Lynne  .•.<... „     „    xxij 

It'm  payd  for  cranying  of  }*  seyd  slon  •  •  •  * „     ij     viij 

ll'm  payd  for  carving  riij  lods  of  the  seyd  freston 

fro  Lynne  to  East  Dereham,  price  i  lod  cary- 

ingij-vj**    - -.- S*m    „     x      „ 

It'm  payd  ford:  chaldyr  of  lyme  xx**  &  cc  tyle  xvj* 

bowte  atte  Norwiche •  •  •  S'm    „     iij      „ 


Carried  forward  ■  •  *  •     „  xviij     ij 


*  An  engraving  of  ttiis  font  is  given  ia  Cirtcr'iSpeciaieQi  of  Auciesl 

Sculpture  and  ruiuting,  Vol.  II. 
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IL      f.      d. 
BroLiglkt  forward    • » •  •     „     xviij     ij 
Il'ui    pajd  to  KoL^  Crane  fur  carding  of  I  he  sejd 

l^iiie  and  1}  le •  - » . .      „    „       %% 

Il'ni  payd  lo  Re.  Weslliave  for  iron  woik  lo  Ibc 

s€jd  funic • .  t  -  •     ^j     ,,       \j 

Ifiu  ill  expeiicc  upou  help  quau  the  f;mt  was  iQ 

tJie  ^e>s^itJ^' „    „       ¥J 

It'm  payd  to  lUc  miison  for  workmanship  of  the 

seyrt  fuiite     * .  * . .      %     ,^       ^, 

irm   to  his  reward „     x\    „ 

Il'm  pajd  to  Win,  Ploiner  for  ledyng  t*f  the  new 

funte  ...•...♦ ...........*....,,.      ^^     vj       V 

It'm  payd  Will.  Pvlclie  for  making  of  tlie  stole  to 

}*  fiiule,  and  the  kever^og  of  Ihe  siime    •  •  •  •      i,     „      xe 
It*iu  payd   for  niakyiig  (jf  arpietuns  LcUvecQ  our 

laaaon  and  us  •'••'•*  • „     „         ij 


S'm  tot.     xii        xiij     ix* 


Of  this  money,  fifty  shilling?;  and  two-pence  \\m  raised  by  volun- 
tary subscription  ;  and  the  rest  wm  ssqiplii'd  hy  l!«c  rent  of  tiic 
church-lands,  by  Sunday  coIlectii»ns,  uml  by  the  legacies,  or 
quest'tcord*  of  the  deceatied.  To  this  font,  in  the  year  l67S, 
w as  made  an  omamenlcd  cover,  supported  by  fiuled  pillars ;  and, 
like  most  additions  of  tliat  period,  is  u  disgrace  lo  the  .slruclure 
for  whrcb  it  was  intended  as  an  elegant  appeiiiiHgc. 

Edmnnd  Bonnor,  of  aangnlaary  memory,  was  rector  of  Ibis 
church,  from  1534  to'  1640;  who,  suhseiiitenlly  hining  been 
made  Bishop  of  London,  is  said  to  have  caused  upwards  of  two 
hundred  persons  to  be  burnt,  for  what  he  erroneoui>ly  considered 
heresy. 

*  Qnett  tctrrd  meant  mcU  donations  ai  ptom  pnrsnns  in  Cattmtic  a^cs  re* 
queslcd  should  h%  made  out  of  tJtcir  estates  or  effects  on  tijcir  fjenitse  to 
cbiiritatile  iumi-s,  and  ^^hicli  Lad  not  tweti  rormally  nieiiiioncd  ia  llieir  wills. 
Sumh  quat  wmd  waj,  ju  tliOit  ttwcs,  religiansly  obser* ett. 
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Tlie  town  contains  many  good  lionscs,  bas  flSfeniblY-room% 
and  a  convenient  markel-place,  wjlii  a  market  weekly  on  Fri- 
diiys  ;  and  iwo  aniiiud  fairs.  In  llie  centre  of  the  town  stands  a 
square  column,  on  tike  sides  of  hIiIcIi  arc  marked  the  dtst&ticts, 
in  measured  milc%,  from  the  principal  towns  and  seats  in  the 
cunnty.  They  are  said  to  be  not  strictly  accurate ,  but  it  is  i 
J  it  tie  singular^  tliat  the  distance  matkerl  uj>on  ihis  pUlar,  series  to 
explain  tltc  meaning;  of  the  term  ieuct/,  ^hkh  has  tiy  many  been 
iuturpreled  ihe  Fi^nrli  league  of  three  miles*.  Dereham  is  sa- 
lt en  miles  frouj  Norwicti ;  and  in  the  rolls  of  the  Kings  Beocli 
it  appears,  that  the  Bishop  hod  a  fair  at  Ihis  place,  which  was 
reckoned  sixLccn  Leucas,  that  is,  inites^  distant  from  the  Pahce 
at  Norwich. 


WAYLAND  HUNDRED, 


ealled  IVanelandt  in  Domesday  Book,  from  the  nature  of  the 
soilf,  h  situated  to  the  soutli-west  of  Mitford,  and  extends  ia 
lenuth  ei!;ht  mires,  and  in  breadth  about  six.  It  forineriy 
alM)uuded  in  w  ood-lands  and  commons ;  but  many  of  the  latter 
Lave  been  recently  inclosed ;  and  on  allotting  the  lands  of  Sahara 
and  Oviii^ton  wastes,  the  poor  were  ronipensated  for  their  claims, 
by  a  gfimt  of  fifiy  pounds  annually,  to  be  distributed  among 
Ibeni  in  coais,  payable  out  of  the  inclosed  lands.  At  the  Nor- 
man Confjmst  it  belonced  to  llie  crown;  and  was,  by  King 
John,  given  with  the  huivdrcd  of  Grimshoe,  to  Sir  Roger  dc 
Thony,  or  Tony,  ayd  his  heirs  for  ever. 

Thitf 

*  '<  A  league  in  Domesday  b  something  better  than  two  taiUs,**  Bloxne- 
field's  Ensay,  Vol.  II.  p.  4(>>  note  ^^  See  Domesday  Book  Uloslralcd, 
oncter  the  term  LrMCtf. 

t  IVantf  m  Saxon,  signifies  spring  or  oozy. 
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Tbis  liuridrcd  constitutes  the  deaucry  of  Beccles,  la  iJbi  ardi- 
deacojiTV  of  Norwicli. 

The  sum  raised  for  the  use  of  tlie  poor,  in  tbc  year  endiii* 
1SQ3,  was  4,Of)2l.  13s.  h\.:  fomiinjf  an  average  in  tbc  pound* 
rale  of  four  shillings  und  srx-pt^nce. 

This  hundrcil  contains  the  puri>hes  of  Ashif!^  Breekff.%  Car* 
brmkr,  Cantan,  EHmg:kam  Litth,  Grlston,  Mrrion,  Oimgf&n^ 
Rockland  St.  Pdrr\s,  Sahdm  Tonet/,  Scoullon,  Sfowbedim,  TftomjH 
^otif  ThreAlon,  TottingtoTtt  and  IVadon, 


WATTON 

is  a  small  iiiniket  town,  in  the  centre  of  the  hundrci?,  near  iihat 
is  cdlltfd  ttie  Fihndj  m  open  part  of  tlie  counlv,  dislanl  tueiity- 
one  ntik^s  iVom  Nonviclj,  atnl  nincty-Mx  from  Luudon.  Since  the 
tiiakiu*;  of  tbe  turnpike-road  throng)]  tiie  huutfretj,  Wultun  ha.%  be* 
come  a  piiice  of  cousuknible  I  ho  rough  fare,  it  has  three  annual 
fairs,  and  a  good  market  uctkly  im  Wednesdays,  Bloiiietictd 
Yim  inducedj  from  tbe  appearance  ot  the  cinirch,  to  suppose  it 
Vra*  erected  so  early  as  the  reign  of  lleiiry  the  Tirst,  It  stands 
at  a  di&lance  from  the  tuvvn^  near  llie  site  uf  the  old  manorial 
house  :  and  was  evidently  so  plact^d  to  acLommodate  the  ttnanti 
of  llie  several  hamlets  belonging  to  the  inaiuir. 

Near  this  town  i*  W&^hmd  IVood^  vulgarly  callert  IValUng 
Wtjod,  from  a  tradilinu  that  two  iiifanlcS  ucre  imstfy  njur- 
tZered  in  it  by  tlieir  uncle  ;  and  which  furutdted  the  story  of  a 
beauiifully  pathetic  and  ueil-known  ancient  ballad,  entitled  **The 
Childrrn  in  fht  IVood;  or  The  Norfolk  Gcntlfman's  Last  il'iii 
and  Tistament  * ."  The  name  Waihug  is  a  ct»rruplioji  of  Way- 
land;  mid  this  demesne  gives  title  to  tbe  hundred  :  the  sheriii^'t 
torn»  or  court,  having  formerly  bceii  kept  at  a  place  in  thtt 
>vood. 

Cakqbook^ 

•  Preserved  in  Pcrcy'j  Rcliqucs  of  Ancient  Poetry. 
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Cakbeooice.  At  this  vilkge  was  a  commandry  of  Knightt 
Templars f  and  t!ie  only  one  in  tins  county.  It  was  first  a  pr«- 
ceptory  of  lliese  kiiigbU,  a;td  was  founded  by  Roger,  Earl  of 
CiaiT,  who  died  in  the  year  1 J 73.  I"  1182,  Maud,  Coimtesa  of 
Clare»  and  widow  of  ihe  founder,  gave  it  to  tlie  KniglUs  fIo»fi- 
ffl/iVrs  of  SL  J olui  of  Jenisalem,  and  more  amply  endowed  it; 
which  endowment  was  confirmed  by  her  son,  Ricltard  de  Clarf, 
E«rl  (^f  HcrHbrd,  an<l  Km^:  John.  Tliis  house  i^ns  sometimw 
denoniinuled  ^*  the  priory  of  St.  Jobo  of  Jerasalem,"  but  coin- 
mo  :ly  "  ilie  commandry  of  Ktrhraok*^  It  was  enritlied  wilh 
minierou?  fdrma  and  vassals*  All  persons  who  enjoyed  lljc  privi* 
leges  of  this  order,  were  allowed  to  (i\  a  cross  upon  their  houses 
and  hinds,  which  exempted  them  from  the  pnyiuent  of  tvthes, 
taxes,  and  many  customary  dues.  These  pri^-ilcges,  tHc  knights, 
l>y  granting  I  heir  name  and  use  of  the  nos-^,  conferred  upon 
ollicrs;  for  wbirii  exemplions  numbers  q(  small  annual  pa>*mcnls 
were  made  to  Ihem,  out  of  houses,  lands,  und  tenements,  in  this 
and  the  adjruning  counties.  But  this  abuie  growing  enormous, 
by  many  prcjumins  to  put  a  tros^  upon  tlnMr  property,  a  statute 
was  eiiacted  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First,  that  all  who  set 
crosses  JuMy^  that  is,  without  aetualiy  beinj;  members  of  th«  1 
order,  should  forfeit  the  house,  landj  or  leiicmeut,  to  I  Ik*  lord  of 
Ibe  fee.  The  annual  reveimi-s,  al  the  DissoluUon^  were  valued  at 
65K  2s.  9d.;  which,  with  the  site,  and  a  chapel  belonging  to  the 
fraternity,  were  granted  to  Sir  lUcliurd  Gieshani  and  Sir  Iticbard 
Southwell^  Kiits« 

Th«  Church  at  Carbrookc  is  a  regular  pile,  consisting  of  a  nave, 
two  aileft,  two  porches,  anti  chancel,  with  a  loAy  square  t»»wer 
at  the  west  end.  The  screeus,  which  separate  tlie  nave  from  the 
chancel,  have  been  justly  admired.  Sixfatn  stalls  in  the  latter, 
point  out  the  number  of  fcnighfs  belonging  to  the  commandry  at 
the  period  when  the  church  was  erected.  Numerous  persons  of 
distinction  have  been  interred  here^  as  is  apparent  from  the  va- 
rious stones,  with  mutibted  inscriptions,  but  deprived  of  the  arms, 

Oo  digging  in  the  desecrated  church-yard  of  Carbrook^  Porta, 
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m  llie  yc2tr  IJ^Tt  a  Cress  was  found  of  a  very  curious  form,  willi 
an  Oil  ken  stem,  oriiameutecl  1%'ilh  brass  bosses,  and  frojii  (lie 
tniiisept  liuiig  Iwo  cliaiiis,  suspeudmg  two  jewels.  Tliis  belonged 
to  some  Knigbl  Templar,  aod  was  probably  brougJit  from  LJje 
Holy  Sepulchre  at  Jerusalem, 

Mehton  Park,  near  the  village  of  3Irrton,  was  formerly 
tbe  seat  of  tlie  »ncient  family  of  Greifs,  Tlie  liouse,  which  is  a 
fine  antiquiited  niariHioD^  in  what  is  usually  termed  tlio  Gothic 
or  pointed  style,  sIuikIs  in  an  extensive  park,  diversified  wilh  rich 
phutations;  and  numerous  iniprovements,  made  at  divers  times 
to  llie  biiiktings  and  grounds,  have  greatly  coutrtbuled  to  its  pic- 
turesque beauty.     It  is  at  preseut  a  seal  of  Lord  IVuUmghatn^ 


SOUTH  GREENHOE  HUNDRED 

is  an  cxlemive  district,  of  about  ttttrieen  miles  in  length,  by  eight 
io  briadlh.  The  country  abounds  wilh  sheep-walks,  and  consists 
chielly  of  a  sandy  soil. 

At  the  lime  of  the  Norman  Survey  it  was  a  demesne  of  the 
crown;  u  now  in  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  liberty,  and  furras  part 
of  the  deanery  of  C  ran  wick. 

The  sum  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  in  the  year  1303, 
was  4,558l.  16s,  id.;  forming  an  average  rale  of  two  shilling! 
and  six-|)encc  three-farthings  iu  the  ponnrl. 

This  hundred  contains  Ihc  parislies  of  Bodnn/,  Bradt-nfuun  East, 

Bradenhmn  West,   Cuidcrofe,  Cockfef/  Cley,  Cressmgham  Greats 

Cresgingham  Little,  DidVmgtoHt  Fouldrn,  Goodtratonr,  HillbO' 

rough,  ilofme  Hah^  Ihughton  on  tlie  Hill,   Ijingford,  NarbO' 

rough,  Xarfordt  Nrcton,   Newton^  Ojburght^PkttnJwm  North, 

Pkkenfmm  South,  Shin^ham,  i^mth4tcr€,  Spork  (with  Palgrave), 

and  Sivqfflimn, 

SWAFFHAM 
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b  a  large  respectable  lovvn,  sitimtcd  on  high  ground,  in  a  |iart  of 
the  cotiaty  wljicli  lias  been  coiL^idcrcfl  by  tbe  faculty  as  ^Xfculiarly 
salubrious.  Sonic  instances  of  ;;reat  loii^cviry  Ijave  betfn  ailduced 
iu  proof  of  lliis  opinion*.  The  lov^n  is  exlensive,  and  thchouacsare 
di>litbuted  over  a  cousitiierablc  space  of  ground.  Near  the  crnlrc 
b  d  large  open  area,  in  wltich  is  a  |>ool  of  vvalcr.  The  chief  public 
structure  of  the  town  h  llie  Churchy  ubicb  is  a  spacious  haQd!»oiiie 
pile  of  building,  Ibe  greater  part  of  whicli  appears  to  have  bcea 
buill  about  the  time  of  Henry  the  Sivlh,  m  Henry  the  Seveoth. 
It  consbtsof  a  nave  and  twoaiks,  \\\\\\  two  Ii-anscpts  on  the  south 
tide,  one  to  the  iiorlJi,  and  a  lofiy  well-proportiooed  towerl* 
Tliis  is  surmouiitt'd  with  enritbt'd  endira^ures  and  purflcd  pinna* 
cks.  The  nave  13  very  lofty,  having  tweoly-siat  clerislory  %*in- 
dows,  and  its  inner  roof  is  ornuuientcd  with  carved  tvood,  figuru 
of  arrgels,  bosses,  iS:c.  The  windows  wtrc  formerly  cliarged  wrtk 
&taineil  {^lass  some  of  which  remains.  Here  are  some  handsome 
monunieuls  among  winch  is  an  altar  tomb  with  nn  cfligy  «f 
John  Botew right,  D,  D.  who  was  Master  of  Corpits  Chci<iLi 
College,  Cambridge,  chaplain  to  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  a  irative 
and  rector  of  tliis  parish.  On  tfic  monument  is  four  sliieldji 
OJie  contains  lliree  cups,  each  having  the  sacramental  waftr 
on  the  margin ;  a  socond  has  a  triangle,  cmbleniaiic  of  the 
Trinity;  a  third  bears  three  ftart^«,  or  bwrges;  and  the  fourlli 
displays    three    tvlmhks,    or   augurs.      The    former    represent 

bis 

*  Id  the  year  1798|  four  persons  died  here,  whose  united  a^ei  nnoniited 
to  355  years ;  Antl  in  tlip  year  I79i»  eleven  clietT,  the  total  of  wkos«  aig«| 
wttd  890  jrearst     Noriulk  Tout,  p.  i'56< 


I 


i  A  \iew  of  this  frora  t!ic  S,  E.  tliewmg  one  of  tlie  soutfaem  lr«n*«^t 
porcb,  and  upper  part  of  tlic  mnc  accoajpauiis  lliU  dwrriplion. 


I 
I 


NOnFOLK.  273 

his  office  aiul  failli ;  and  llie  latter  allude  to  liis  neme,  Eote^ 
Wright  *,  Some  of  the  pcvvs  are  curiously  carved,  aud  in  Ihe 
library  is  preserved  a  fine  missal,  A  cross  was  creeled  011 
the  Market-hill,  iu  Ihc  year  1783,  at  Ihe  expencc  of  the  hie  Earl 
of  Orfurd. 

The  number  of  houses,  as  appears  by  Ihe  rehirns  made  lo  Par- 
liament in  1800,  was  452,  and  of  inhabitants,  2,220.  The  mar- 
ket, on  Salurtlavs,  is  well  supplied  wilh  provisions,  and  the  great 
butter  uiarl  h*i'^  liitefy  been  renii»ved  liere  from  Duwiiham. 

Near  this  town  is  an  extensive  heath,  which  forms  an  ad- 
roiraTile  race-s^rouiid,  Svvad'ham  ract's  are  annually  held 
about  the  end  of  Seplembtfr.  Coursing-m;itrhes  are  also  fre- 
quent here,  and  the  grey-hounds  are  as  rcgulurly  entered  for 
the  puqiosc,  and  placed  under  tlie  same  restrictions,  ai  running* 
hor»es. 

Karbubgh  is  a  small  village,  siliiafed  on  Ihe  river  Kar,  John 
Brame,  in  a  nmHuscnpt  history,  quoted  by  Spehnan  in  his  Icenia, 
tays,  this  wiis  a  British  cily  in  the  time  of  IJtrr  Pendragou^  about 
t}ie  \ear  500 ;  that  it  was  govenied  by  Eitri  Okenard,  and  stood  a 
leven   mouths  siege  against  King  Waldtf,     The  name  is  Saxon, 

Vol.  XL— May,  I809.  S  and 

•  This  mode  of  pointing  otit  by  hlerflgljplilcal  marks,  the  offlcc  or  oc- 
tuparion  of  tlie  fiereascd,  is  of  hijjti  aiili4juity.  It  was  practised  amoTig  the 
Greeks  aud  Ronmtifi,  ai]d  is  hk  nlioned  in  tlic  time  of  Homer.  When 
Ulywes  visited  tlie  inftrnat  stiadcs,  he  wa-*  addressed  by  Elpenor,  who  on- 
treated  liiin  to  t&ke  caxe  of  lii-i,  £lpenor'!»  l)od>  ^  and  a^er  he  tiQd  ereetrd 
«  monujncat,  to  place  over  it  the  wir  witii  wlucti  Ijc  used  U*  row.  Ody&scy, 
L.  XI,     And  \  iigil  infomis  v&  tlial  iEueas^^  in  hoiiuur  of  >liscnus. 


-"  ini^enri  mole  scpulchram 


ijjipoiilt,  tunquewma  viiu,  Tcmiimijue  rubuitiijue.** 


IEt\.  L.  tJ. 


Dorinji  the  dark  aire<!;  notttinp  was  Ti»orp  nsiial  tiTan  to  transmit  the  nanie 
of  a/uimrfir,  or  bot'/ud^r  to  puhttiity  under  llie  veil  of  a  rttv*. 
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were  figures  of  the  Vir^iit  ftlary,  &c.  and  hi  the  upper,  llie  nbu  or- 
ders of  angels*.  Tbc  roof  is  impLUinellecl  wiili  oak,  on  which  are 
carveii  vurious  iigures,  devices,  (Sec.  \n  the  south  aile  h  a  chupt:!) 
or  chaiitryi  (built  in  1573),  bdotiging  to  the  Ikdiugfeld  faiDil}'', 
several  of  whom  liave  betn  iiUcrrerf  here*  An  ancient  scid)iared 
stone  screen  separates  the  cEtapel  from  llie  aile.  It  exbibili  an 
<>arl^  specimen  of  revived  Grecian,  or  Curintluan-Golhicy  as  Mr. 
Forby  calls  il.  A  monument  to  the  memory  of  ll»e  last  Abbot 
of  VV^mondham,  in  W^moudham  church,  di:i]>la\s  a  similarity  of 
design  and  execnlioii^  vvliicli  render^  it  likely  that  the^  were  both 
executed  at  the  same  timej  and  by  the  same  h^ind:  probably  about 
the  year  X5bO, 

OxBURGH  Hall  presents  features  of  a  striking  kind,  and  is 

a  |)eciiliar  and  interesting  remnant  of  ancient  domeslic  architec- 
ture. It  was  erected  tn  llie  Utter  end  of  the  iiHtteiilh  century,  by 
Sir  E,dmund  Brding^ffidit  who  obtained  a  grant  or  patent  of 
King  EHward  the  Fourth,  in  the  year  1482,  to  bn ild  the  manor- 
house  ^^ilh  towers,  baHlements,  macfiicolalions,  &lc.  It  i* 
built  of  britkt  and  was  originally  of  a  square  form,  en%  ironing  a 
court,  or  quadrsmgle,  one  hundred  and  eighteen  feet  long,  and 
niiiety4xvo  broutl;  round  wltich  the  a()a]tmeiUs  were  ranged.  The 
ivhule  building  resembles  Queen's  College,  in  Canibrid|:e;  a  struc- 
ture 

*  Uitiialfsli  ttsnally  niatHbal  ihe  liftaveiiT^  lioetR  into  ihrft  liierarrhirti  or 
orders;  ear'li  order  coiisbfio**  of  ihri-c  degrees. — 1.  Strnphim^  ekcmbiMif  et 
throni;  2.  Dffmhtutwnra.,  fiitutcs^  potcstnttv ;  3.  principUus^  arduin^U,  it 
oHgeli,    **  tiuraut  de  Uiliiiiiibtn  Ecclesijiiticis,'*  ^c.  {u  j:i8. 


^ 


t  For  an  account  of  tliLa  farnity  see  the  Baronetage  of  Ei^bnd,  by 
bcr  and  Jolui-^toms  Vol.  H,  p,  140,  and  Blomcficld's  I-jtsay,  &c.  Vol,  VI. 
p.  \7X  Sir  Edmund  DcdinsftUij  llie  builder  of  this  mansinn,  iras  a  finii 
adliereijt  to  t\\t  Home  of  York  .  and  King  Edward  lite  FoortJi  attowiHl Itito 
in  hear  Uw  fpltcrlock  for  lib  cognizance.  Henry  Ihe  Seventh  g ai e  blm 
mniiois,  and  buugured  lihn  wilb  a  vL^t, 


1 


» 
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turc  of  about  l!te  same  fwriofi.     The  entrance  Js  over  a  bridge, 
furmerly  a  draw-bridge,  throiii;li  an  a  re  lied  gateway,  between  two 
iiiaj*r'^lir  towers,  uhirh  are  el;j;l»lY  feelliiglj.    In  ibe  western  tower, 
or  turr**l,  is  a  windmg  brick  sliur-case   beaulifally  turned,  and 
Itgbted  hy  qiialrefoit  ilct-liules.     The  other  tower  is  divided  into 
iuur  stories,  eucb  coiisisliiig  of  an   octaf>onai  room,   with  arctieil 
ceiling^s,  stone  window-frames,  and  stone  fire-j>hices.     Bi-'lwctMi  ttie 
lurrclfi  is  an  arched  enlraiice  gateway,  the  roof  of  which  is  sup- 
ported   hy   numerous  {groins;    nnd  over  tliis  is  a  large  handsome 
room,  having  one  window  lo  the  north,  and  two  bow-windows  to 
the  south.     These  windows,  and  the  whole  exterior  of  this  part 
of  the  building,  appear  to  be  in  their  original  state.     The  floor  of 
the  great  room  is  paved  willi  small  fine  bricks,  and  the  walls  co- 
vered Willi  verj  cnrioiiij  laposlry*  wliicb  exhibits  several  fi'^ures  of 
princes,  ladies,  and  gcnileujen.     This  appears  to  be  of  the  age  of 
Henr\  the  Seventh,  anil  is  mentioned  in  several  wills  of  the  family. 
The  apartment  is  called  the  kinj^'s  room,  and  i<i  supiwjsed  t<)  have 
been  appropriated  to  the  monarcfijust  mentiuneil,  \Uten  be  visited 
Oxburgh,     (n  ihe  eastern  turret  is  a  curious  small  chisel,  culled  a 
h id iti*^ place,  which  appears  to  have  been  an  original  part  of  the 
structure  :  it  is  a  cavil v,  or  bulluw,  in  Ihe  solid  wall,  measuring  six 
feel  by  tive  feet,  and  se\en  feel  hJ^li,  aud  is  approached  by  a  secret 
]>:)sva<i;e  liirough  the  floor.     A  similar  hiding  place  i^  said  to  have 
been  deslro\ed  in  thai  purl  of  the  ttuildiot;  which  has  been  taken 
down.     The  great  hall,  which  had  an  oaken  roof,  in  the  style  of 
the  justly   admired  one  at  Weshninster  Hall;  ami   other  rooni^, 
which  formed   the  south  side  of  the  court,  were    tala^n  down    in 
the  year   17 78,  and  the  distribution  of  almost  every  apartment 
has  been  successively  changed.     The  offices  are  now  on  the  east 
side,  anti  the   dining  parbiur,  clrawhig-room,   and  library  on  the 
west.       The    whole  h   surrounded   by  a     moat  about  tifty-two 
feet  broad,    and    ten   feet  deep,  winch   k  supplied   with    water 
from  an  a<<jacent  rivulet.      In    the  dirttreul  apartmcuts,  which 
are  both  spacious  and   eleganf,  arc  preserved  a  few   good  pic- 

5  J  lure^. 


J 
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tures*,  by  eminent  painters,  and  a  collection  of  ancient  arniourv. 
This  venerable  seal  is  the  property  and  residence  of  Sir  Richard 
Bedin^Jtld,  Bartf, 


GRIMSHOE  HUNDRED, 

situated  to  the  south  of  Grecnhc»e,  h  sepamled  from  the  northern 
part  of  SuflTolk  bv  the  little  Ouse.  It  h  about  thtrleeit  miles 
long,  and  extends  in  breadth  from  four  to  eight  miles.  The 
country  is  champai^,  and  the  soil  thtcJly  sand^  u]ion  a  stib- 
stratum  of  chalk ;  except  the  western  side,  which  forms  jvarl  of 
the  marshy  district  of  the  Bedford  level.  It  is  [leculiarly  fa- 
vowrdble  to  sheep,  and  the  rabbits  bred  upon  the  ranoiis  warrens, 
particularly  those  on  Mdhwohl  heath,  are,  among  epicures,  dis- 
tinguished for  their  delirious  flavour. 

The  manor,  formerly  held  by  the  crown,  was  granted  by  King 
John  to  Ralph  de  Tony.  It  b  in  the  deanry  of  Cranwich,  and 
arch-deaconry  of  Norfolk. 

The  money  raised  for  parochial  aid  in  the  year  t  SOS,  wai 
3,2931.  18s.  *)id.  constituliug  an  average  of  three  shiUiogs  and 
eight-pence  halfpenny  m  the  annual  pound-rate. 

Til  is 

•  Among  thesp  are  the  foTlowmK  fiitl-lenpth  Portraits:  of  Mary  Quee d  of 
8cot»j— of  Judge  LyUleloii; — aad  of  the  cdchratecl  Est  I"/  ArvtulJ  And  \m 
Couotiess,  by  Vandiftk: — ^two  lor^c  Lftrj(ls<rapcst  bv  Paui  Brill: — two  Ljiih1< 
scapes,  by  G.  PonMiin :—  a  Port  rail  of  Secketary  Ciiomwell,  by  Holbein  i 
— a  Cascade,  liy  Ruisdaele:— two  Laiidscape5,  will:  borsc»an<)  figures^  bv  tVow 
rfrwuw!*:— a  Porlriiit  of  Sin  Thomas  Grkshim,  by  ZucchcrQ  *— Christ  Iwld- 
ing  the  globe,  by  Sahtitor  Rosa  : — P»rtraits  on  pauiiet  of  Wm.  de  i.a  PolE| 
DukeopSuffulk  ;— Henry,  Earl  OF  SuRKV ;— Sin  Antuokv  Demwv  ^- 
KiKG  Edwarothe  Fourth  j— Ki.no  Henrv  theSevekth,  wbenyoiiiif. 

t  A  view  of  the  cntmnre  towers,  with  tlie  bridjje,  &c.  b  given  hcrcwitli, 
ftWL  It  drawing  made  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  in  October  1806, 
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This  liumlrfd  conUiins  the  parishes  of  Buckenham  (near 
Tofts)  Cohraion^  Cranwkh,  Croxictu  Feltudl  St.  Maty,  and  St* 
Nicholas,  Hockwold  (with  Wilton)  Ightrgh,  Lt/nford,  Methwold, 
MouHdjord,  ?iorthwold,  Sant^n,  Stanford,  T(fft  IVest,  and  M^ed- 
ing^  (with  BroouihiU,) 

METHWOLD, 

a  small  town,  and  the  only  one  in  the  Imtidred,  had  formcrt}^  ii 
good  market  J  which  is  now  ahnost  disused,  and  the  place  at 
presctit  noted  for  nolhitig  but  the  immense  number  of  rabbltJ 
ivhich  are  brougtit  for  sale  from  tlte  adjoining  heath. 

In  lliis  parifh  was  situated  I  he  priory  of  SlePtsh&fmt  commonly 
called  Slwfhamt  wbicli  was  a  cell  to  the  monastery  of  Castle  Acre, 

Croxton,  a  village  standinjc:  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  is  remarlt- 
able  for  a  pla^  lation  near  it,  which  is  upon  such  high  land,  and 
in  so  open  a  country,  ai  to  be  dislingiiishahle  from  very  distant 
ptrts ;  and  conscqne lUly  receives  the  appellation  of  Croxton  high 
trees.  In  llie  church  h  a  singnhirty  curious  font ;  the  bason, 
which  is  very  large,  is  supported  by  u  shaft,  fonned  of  live  stone 
pilasters,  and  has  a  hole,  with  a  stopple  at  bottom,  for  letting  out 
the  consecrated  water.  From  the  dimensions,  being  suDicienlty 
capacious  to  admit  of  dipping  the  infants  to  be  bBptized,  it  i^ 
considered  as  old  as  the  time  of  the  Saxons  :  immersion  at  that 
period  bavin's;  been  iii^'ariuhly  used,  a!i  appears  from  ihe  huplism  of 
King  Edgar,  by  Dunalan,  referred  toby  William  of  Worcester*, 

ICK BURGH,  though  placed  in  the  map  of  Milne's  Snrvey,  in 
South  Greenhoe  Huntfred.  bt-long^  to  lliat  of  Grimshoe^  Dr. Gale 
fixes  here  the  station  hiani  of  Aiitoiiinus.  Fhe  first  syllable  of  the 
name,  with  the  addition  of  burgh,  a  forlilication,  and  a  road  to- 
wards the  next  station  southward^  wtiich  is  broad,  direct,  and  as- 

S  4  f  nines 

•  Metra  dc  Regibu*  Aiigtiie. 
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siimc^s  an  atr  of  anliquity,  are  circumslanccs  whicli  embolden 
conjectyre.  But  if,  as  is  geuerally  allowed,  the  Villa  Favsti- 
M  was  at  St.  Edmund*s  Buri/^  Iheu  llic  distance  exacllv  answers 
to  that  recorded  in  the  Itinerary,  wliicb  furaishes  a  corroborative 
proof.  Near  the  village,  on  llie  road  to  Bury,  was  found  a  large 
Roman  miiiiare,  or  mile-stone,  lu  llie  \ear  17*20,  two  urns  v^ere 
dug  u|>  at  Lt/n/ord,  the  adjoining  village ;  and  in  1735,  a  gTir- 
deuer  working  in  the  pliintalions  of  Mr,  Nellhor|>e's  house,  dis- 
covered a  pavement  of  flint-stones,  on  which  were  ashes,  with  os- 
sarj^  fragments,  and  beneath,  an  nrn.  This  was  evidently  a  Ro- 
man iepulrhral  hearth  *.  All  thes«:  circunistauces  combined,  fur- 
nisb  a  fair  clainj  for  Jck^urgh'a  uiiving  been  the  stalion  /ruiiu. 

NoRTHWOLD.  The  church  of  this  village  has  a  handsome 
lofty  quadrangular  tower,  built  of  fiiiit,  with  free-stone  quoiiu 
and  baltlenicuts,  and  eight  ricldy  carved  |*itrnacles  at  tlie  summit. 
It  was  erected  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  F«)yrlb. 

Against  tlie  uorlh  \^all  of  the  cliaticel  is  a  lofty  shrine,  con- 
structed of  cluiidi,  and  decorated  with  curious  workmanship. 
The  upj>er  part  is  in  (he  spire-iidiernacte  e^yle,  consbting  of 
archpd  canopies  over  several  nicliL'S,  which  orie:iually  contained 
images.  On  the  lower  part,  which  forms  an  allar-lomb,  arc  three 
effi;;ies  of  men  in  armour,  and  three  treej>  in  a  dcctininj;  posture. 
This  desigimled  '*  The  Sepnkhre  of  our  Lord\f  The  position 
of  the  nieu  and  trees  appear  to  allude  to  the  description  of  the 
cruciE.\ion,  **  And  for  tear  of  him  the  keejiers  did  shake,  and 
became  as  dead  men,  and  the  earth  did  f|vrdke,  and  the  rocks 
rent,  &c,  f  *  A  sepulchre  of  this  kind  was  erected  \n  every  church 
of  note,  and  great  pomp  and  pageantry  were  used  before  it,  at 

high 

•  Blomefields  Ejsaay, &c.  Vol.  VF.  p,  157. 

t  An  f  nifravmir,  nnd  a  copious  description  of  tliis,  and  ofBoroe  similar  roo- 
Fitunents,  is  given  iu  llic  **  Vftusta  Munnmt-nta:* 

J  SL  Matthew'*  Gospel,  chap.  *\Tii,  v.  51 ;  and  ch.  xxviii.  v,  4. 
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high  festivalj.  On  Goocl-Friciavs  I  he  crucifix  and  pit  were  cle- 
ptisitecl  at  this  sepuluhre;  ami  on  Eitskr-flays  aj^aiii  sokmnJy  re- 
moveil,  wlicii  the  priest  came  to  that  part  of  the  service,  *•  SuT" 
rfjtit,  non  rst  hk,"  He  h  not  here  but  risen. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  chancel  b  a  monumental  tablet  to  the 
metiiory  of  Robert  liitrhillf  D.  D,  rector  of  this  church,  who 
%v rote  ably  in  Latin  again  a  the  chanjpious  of  Itie  lUuujsti  chureb. 
He  was  toleniporary  with,  and  the  intimate  friend^  of  the  great 
.*^/7'  Walter  Ruttigb,  and  assisted  him  in  the  critical  part  of  Uis 
iiht&rtf  of  (he  World, 

Weetino  All  Saints.  In  this  parish  was  Bromehill 
Priory,  ivliiih  was  founded  by  Sir  Hugh  de  P/tri:,  about  the 
lime  of  King  Jtjhn.  Several  auLhori  have  erred  hi  tijeiraecotintit 
of  tltis  monastery,  by  slating  it  to  have  been  for  monks  of  the 
Befiedictine,  instead  of  the  Augustine  order ;  and  that  the  site 
and  ianils  ivere  sold  to  Sir  Thomas  Wodt'house.  Whereas  it  ap- 
pears, by  t!»c  register  of  Buliey,  that  it  was  suppressed  previom  to 
the  general  dissohitian,  by  a  hidl  of  Pojie  Clement  the  Scvenlh, 
dated  ATai/  14,  \52$  I  and  was  released  the  same  year  to  Cardi- 
nal  Wolsey,  to  whom  it  was  ijranted  by  King  Henry  the  EighJli. 
On  tlie  attainder  of  the  cardinal,  both  were  conlerred^  in  ex- 
change for  other  lauds,  upon  Chrisl's  College,  CanihridLfe*. 

Near  the  east  end  of  the  thurch-yard  arc  the  ruins  of  a  square 
castle;  part  of  the  moat  also,  and  lite  hill^  on  wbicii  was  erected 
the  keep,  are  still  visible. 

On  the  ue^t  side  of  the  village  h  a  bank  and  ditch,  exlejiding 
some  milcK^  called  Fendt/kr,  or  the  Foas ;  and  in  the  fields  is  a 
grassv  way,  called  liahingham  Wat/f  by  which  pilijrinis  used  to 
pasi  to  the  Madona  at  Walsin^jhatn. 

Two  miles  to  the  east  of  Weeling,  on  a  rising  ground,  is  a 
larpe  Ejicfimpment  of  a  semicircular  form,  coniprisiniij  about 
twelve  acres.     Within  the  inclosure  arc  numerous  deep  pits,  du^ 

in 

*  Blonipficlds  F>sa>\  *tc.  vuL  VL  p.  ir>6. 
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in  a  quincttnx  form,  hnviiig  iUc  largest  in  the  centre.  Tiiese  |)iti 
mc  not  ni\]y  cap«ible  of  contuiniog  a  large  body  of  men,  but  of 
concealiMg  llieiu  from  tlie  view  of  persous  parsing  tfie  road.  At 
the  end  of  this  entrenchment  is  a  long  tumuittSt  or  barrow. 
This  remarkable  place  is  called  Grime's  Graves,  iind  u  S14V 
po*cd  lo  have  been  so  denominated  from  a  person  named  Grime: 
and  Grave,  a  Saxon  word  for  a  iiole,  i,  e.  Grime's  lMt9, 
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liei  to  the  west  of  those  of  Griinshoe  and  South  Grenihof. 
This  district,  which  is  calle<l  a  hundred  and  a  ha!f»  extends  from 
norlh  to  south  about  sixteen  miles,  and  from  east  lo  west  between 
eight  and  t\v€lve.  Much  of  the  land  is  marshy,  hing  near  the 
great  level  of  the  fens :  tlie  old  and  new  Bedford  rivers,  with  the 
Wmhwatf,  pass  through  the  lower  part. 

The  money  niised  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  tn  ihr  \ear  1 S03, 
was  7,S75h  5s.  lid.;  forming  an  average  iti  the  annual  pouud- 
rate  of  two  shillings  and  ten-pence  half}»enuy. 

This  hundred  contains  tlje  parishes  of  Bartm  Bendish,  Brr- 
ehamweii,  Bejtwcfl,  Boifo;toft,  Crimph^hum,  Denver,  Dereham 
Westr  Down/iam  Mtirket,  Fmcham,  Fordham,  Ullgay^  Holme 
(next  Rinicton),  Masham^  Outierlf,  Roxhamt  RunctQH  South, 
R^&tmh  Shouidkam,  Shoiddhum-Thorpe^  Souihrrhf,  Stoke  FetTy» 
St0w  Bardviphr  Stradsettf  Tttifenhiii,  (/pwell,  WaUingtott  (with 
Thorpland),  Wailington,  ll'ehet/,  Ucreham,  IVimbotMham, 
Wormegai/f  and  Hretlon, 

DOWNHAM  MARKET, 

a  market  town  and  parish,  is  situated  on  the  side  of  a  hill  to  the 
cast  of  the  river  Ouse,  over  winch  it  has  a  good  bridge.  Some 
of  the  town  is  paved ;  and  it  hm  a  market  weekly  on  Saturdays, 

whicb 
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wbich  is  well  &up})lied  witli  fi^h  and  wild  fowl  from  the  a^ljaceot 
fees*  This  place  was  long  celebrated  for  ib  immousc  biittiT- 
marketf  wUkli  u,'*e<l  to  be  ktpt  near  Ihc  brid«;e  every  Moutby. 
In  the  spring  and  ^uiimier  some  ttiousaods  of  firkins  were  uunu- 
ally  purcbast^d  bv  factors  for  London ;  where,  from  being  seut 
by  way  of  Cambridge^  it  obtained  tbe  name  of  Cambridge  but- 
ler*.    But  tbb  article  u  now  taken  for  sale  lo  SwaH'fiani. 

Spelmaii  :>tate3,  that  tbe  privilege  of  a  market  was  f^ranted  to 
tbis  town  by  Kinj;  Eilward  the  Confessor.  Tbe  principal  manor 
bere,  with  tbe  whole  hundred,  were  given  by  King  Ecl^ar  to 
Ramsey  Abbey,  in  Htmtin^loDshire :  tbe  Abbot  was  authorised 
by  King  Ji-lin  to  hold  a  fajr  at  Ibis  plare.  By  Henry  th*-  Third 
be  WAS  invosteit  with  authority  to  trv  and  execute  malefdcturs  At  hit 
'*  gallows  of  Downhani/*  Contitinnus  lo  the  church  were  for- 
merly some  titunastic  buitdiiigSj  parliculitrly  a  priory  of  Benedic- 
tine n]onk.s.  In  Ihe  year  1801,  lbi:>  parish  cootaiued  27S  bou^e\ 
and  1512iubabitauU-. 

DlENVRR,  a  large  village,  situated  upon  a  hilli  at  a  short 
distaucc  from  uhat  is  termed  the  grand  erratum  in  Norfolk  im- 
provements, Denvef^  Slukt ;  has  a  very  curious  mean  church, 
budt  of  far,  or  r^g--stonr,  eamerated  with  wooden  pannels,  and 
roofed  with  reed,  or  thalclt.  This  place  gave  birlb  to  that 
learned  English  historian,  Dr.  RoBEiir  Beady;  of  u bum  tlic 
plodding  Oxford  antiquary,  Thomas  Ilearne,  gave  this  high  cha- 
racter :  **  Rob.  BradiuSf  phrisque  onmihvji  feqidorh  itrit  Awfo- 
ricis  noiiris  Angiicfintit  mU  anttjfrentius,"  He  wa?  pinsici.in  in 
ordinary  to  Kings  Charles,  and  James  the  Second,  regins  profes- 
sor of  Dieaicine  iu  Cambridge,  and  master  of  Gonville  and  Caiui 

Colleges, 

•  **  It  is  eaid,  from  pood  autliiirity,  90,000  frrkhis  liave  pone  fiom  lience 
by  water  to  Canibritlge,  aod  tUence  to  Laodou,"  Gougfa't  Cajnden,  Vol.  IL 
p,  lid. 

t  In  Mr.  Farkin'i  atlilittom  to  Btomefield*A  Essay,  A:c.  it  is  described  as 


r 
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Colleges,  ill  Ihe  saaie  imiversitv ;  (o  wUkh  lie  wa*  a  great  bciie* 
factor.  Dying  at  his  native  ]>Jace  iti  the  jear  17OO,  bis  rejuains 
were  iiilerrefl  in  the  church.  Oji  a  black  marble  slouc,  a  Latin 
inscriplton  briefly  records  bis  worth  and  appoialnicnt*, 

Dereham  AniiEV,  situated  in  the  parish  of  West  Dereham, 
was  fuunded,  A.  D.  1J8S,  by  a  native  of  this  place,  Hubert 
iValter,  Dean  of  York,  who  was  successively  Bbliop  of  Salisbury, 
Archbiiihop  of  Canterbury,  and  Lord  Chancellor,  in  Ihe  reign  of 
Richard  the  First ;  he  uas  also  Legale  to  Pope  CeiejitiQe  the 
Fourth,  and  Chief  Justice  of  England.  This  abbey  was  ciedicaleii 
lo  God  wild  the  Vir^^in  Mary,  for  monks  of  the  Prrnwnstratrnmn 
order*  The  aunuid  revenues,  at  the  Dissolution,  were  valued,  ac- 
cording lo  Spiietl,iil  252L 1 28. 1 1  Jd.  The  site  is  about  a  mile  south 
of  the  church,  and  the  old  gale-hoiisc»  or  entrance-lower  is  still 
stand  Jug,  It  is  a  lufiy  and  luible  sfjuarc  em  balded  pile  of  brick, 
having  at  each  corner  an  oclanj^ular  tower,  groined  vvilli  free- 
stone ;  and  over  the  arch  of  the  gate  is  a  shield,  bearing  azure 
ihree  bucks*  hedds  cabused,  the  lower  one  pierced  with  a  crosier- 
staff.  On  each  aide  of  this  elegant  gateway  Sir  Thomas  Dere- 
ham, Envoy  lo  the  Duke  of  Tuscany,  in  the  year  1  ^97i  erected  a 
whig  with  a  cloister  ou  llie  south,  which  coulaiued  many  stately 
apartments.  These  ivere  litted  up  in  Ihe  Italian  style.  It  was 
aflerv\ards  a  seat  of  the  Earls  of  Moutrdth. 

In  Finch  AM  Church  is  an  ancient  square  font  *,  supposed  to 
have  belonged  to  the  old  church,  which  is  nieniioued  in  ]>oineS' 
day-book. 

A  mansion,  now  occupied  as  a  fdrin-housc  in  this  parish,  built 
abaut  the  reign  of  E<Uvard  lie  Fourlh,  exhibits  an  fflrr/y  Kpecinien 
of  the  revived  Grecian  style  in  domestic  architecture,  in  a 
circular  entrauce   to  the  hall,   which    has   pillars  of  the    Ionic 

order. 


*  A  plate  of  this  is  givni  in  tiie  Archaeolngia. 


NORFOLK.  '285 

•rder.  It  beara  some  resembtaiicc  to  the  gateway  of  Cains  Col- 
lege, Cambri<fj*e*. 

At  South  Runcton  is  a  nitn,  wliicli  presents  tlje  seriitcircu- 
br  east  end  of  au  ancient  Saxon  church ;  anti  l&  believed  to  be  the 
remains  of  one  given  tf>  St.  Eifmyndj  in  the  reign  of  Cdiiute, 

Werf-HAM.     In   this  parish   stood  the    Priory    of  Win- 

WALVR,  or  Himcalochi,  Tl)is  religions  biJii>»e  was  founded 
before  ihe  lime  nf  Kiiiij  John  by  the  family  of  Clare.  Some  re- 
mains are  still  vi^itble  in  l!ie  walls  of  a  fariTi-hou^e. 

A  curious  spi^cijnen  of  domestic  architecture,  snpposed,  by  Mr, 
Forby»  to  Itave  been  a  dwelling  house,  and  ivhicli  he  styles  a 
Korman  country  box,  staiMls  tti  thi*  parish,  and  is  kuown  by  the 
U:inie  of  WiNWAL  HoUSE. 

Before  Ihc  reign  of  Edward  I  he  Fi^5^,  the  Eiirl  of  Clare  pos- 
•esscd  this  ntanor,  v^hich  was  llie  head  lordship  of  Ihc  honor  of 
Clare,  and  of  which  several  contiguous  manors  were  held.  Here 
be  possessed  a  prison,  which  is  tradilionidly  iilenlilied  with  the 
bouse  just  referred  to.  This  consists  of  two  slortes ;  in  the  lower 
b  a  room  twenty  feet  square,  in  which  is  a  targe  open  tire-placep 
with  a  niasbive  column  on  one  side;  it  is  flui*thed  at  top  with  a 
sort  of  cornice  of  zii;ziig  nioidding.  A  small  vaulted  room  con- 
stitutes the  rcuraiuder  of  the  grouiul-floor.  The  second  story 
contained  also  two  aiiartuients,  I  he  largest  of  which  bad  four 
windows,  *•  in  tlie  Norman  llishiou;**  a  tirc-p'at'e  also,  similar  to 
that  in   the   lower  room.     *'  The  whole  building  (observes   Mr. 

Forby) 

•  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Forby  to  the  Editor. 

t  Ttiu  was  a  British  ntlnt,  whcKte  ohit  w&»  kept  in  l!tc  Ramhb  clmrcli  ou 
the  first  of  Max'h.  As  the  weatlier  is  generally  *torii»y  at  lUi*  ivcasoi]  nf 
tlieyeur,  ihc  wriids  in  }U\s  nei^hboniliood  arc  thv.n  calk-d  IfhinutiJt,  or  HiM- 
vrut  »toriti%  ami  areallndeiJ  to  in  the  fl^Kowing  provetbkl  ili^nie: 

"  Firtl  comrs  David^  then  c'ome«  Chad  , 
Then  coaup*  m»inwall,  as  if  mad." 


•*«*; 
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Forby)  is  tbirty-tTiree  feet  in  length,  by  Iwenly'Scren  in  breadlb  ; 
and  in  height,  to  the  top  of  ttte  walls,  starcely  sixteen  feel.  It 
!€<■»):»  !o  be  Ibe  contpltie  edifice.  Tlie  outline  appears  eotire  and 
orij^ttial,  and  every  wliere  strictly  Norman.  Such  a  building  could 
not  have  served  even  for  tfie  occasional  residence  of  llie  mighty 
Ctrl  (liniself ;  Lid  probably  was  for  the  use  of  the  seneschal^  when 
be  came  on  the  business  of  courts,  ^^c." 
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which  lies  to  the  north-west  of  Clackclose,  is  an  island,  compre- 
hended tjelMccn  the  sea  and  the  rivers  Ouse  and  Nene.  The 
whole  of  this  district,  v^hich  has  at  some  period  been  under 
unter,  and  appears  to  have  been  originally  submerged  by  Ihe 
ocean,  is  now  obliged  to  be  secured  from  ils  ravages  by  ranges 
of  arlificjid  banks,  or  dykes.  These,  standing  at  considerable  dis- 
tances front  each  other,  tend  to  shew  the  progressive  steps  taken 
by  the  hand  of  skill  and  industry,  to  secure  the  1>oon  which  na- 
ture hiid  bestowed.  The  first,  or  inner  rampart,  is  attributed  to 
the  Ramans.  The  length  of  this  hundred  is  ten  miles,  and  the 
breadth  about  seven  ;  compriaing  an  area  of  thirty  thousand  acres, 
intersected  by  ditches  and  drains,  over  winch  are  one  hundred  and 
eleven  hrid*;es,  all  principally  constructed  of  brick*  The  sum 
raised  for  Ihe  maintenance  of  the  poor,  in  the  year  1803,  was 
6j9S6').  6s.  7d. ;  making  an  average  of  three  sliillings  and  one 
farthing  in  the  annual  pound-rate. 

The  land  of  thii*  district  is  mostly  very  fruitful,  both  with  n* 
syt€cX  to  grain  and  pasturage;  and  within  a  few  years,  above  five 
thousand  acres  of  waste  and  ten-land,  towards  the  south,  have 
been  inclosed.  In  the  norlliern  side  u  considerable  tract  of  salt- 
marsh   has  been   embanked.    These  improvements  have   l>ccn 

chieflv 
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ifefly  effected  by  Rear  Ailmirml  Bcntinck.  who  possesses  a  very 
large  estate  io  the  parish  of  Terrijiiiton,  which  was  granted  by 
King  Willmin  the  Third  to  Wilhatn,  lufrl  of  PorllaiKf. 

Tbb  hundred  contains  the  parishes  o(  Clench iifuir ton,  Emnelh^ 
ts^nn  West,  TetTtngton  St.  Clement's,  Terrington  St.  Jolin's, 
TUney  All  Saints,  Tilnetf  (cum  Ishti^lou),  TUmif  St.  Lawrence, 
Waljwh  St.  Andrew,  IVafpofe  St.  Pelt- r,  HffUokcn,  IValton  Wert> 
Wiggenhafi  St,  Gerriiiin's,  IViggenh^itl  St.  Mary*s,  WiggmhaU  St» 
Mary  Magdakn's,  and  Wiggrnhftli  Su  Peter's. 

TiLNEY  is  famous  for  a  reinarkahty  fertile  spot  of  laud,  called 
Tilney  Smecih^  which  i*  a  large  common,  where  more  than  thirty 
thousand  sheep,  and  all  the  horned  cattle  belonging  to  seven  vil- 
lages, arc  said  to  have  conslaully  fed.  although  its  extent  was 
only  dirce  miles  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth.  Respecting  its 
fertility,  a  courtier  obsencd  to  King  James  the  First,  *•  that  if 
over  night  a  wand  or  rod  was  laid  on  the  ground,  by  the  morn- 
ing it  would  be  covered  with  grass  of  tliat  oight^s  growth,  so  ai 
not  to  be  discerned."  To  tvhirh  the  kitig  jocosely  replied,  "  tliat 
he  knew  some  grounds  iu  Scotland,  where,  if  a  horse  was  put  in 
over  night,  they  could  not  see  him,  or  discern  hiiu  in  the  mom- 
iDg.*" 

A  stone  cotlin,  which  alooil  in  the  church-prd  of  Tilney, 
Ihough  not  capable  of  containing  a  body  niore  thun  six  feet  iu 
length,  waa  usually  shewn  as  belonging  to  one  Hkkifric,  or 
Uickathrift,  a  reputed  giant  f. 

WALrOLB^ 

•  BloniefieUra  Esiay,  Ace.  Vol  IX.  p.  79. — About  srveti  years  since  «n 
act  pii!i!M::d  fur  ttie  draining  and  incloiiiri^  of  MaiMliland  Sueetli  and  Fenu 
FrMn  which  tt  appears,  liml  iht;  Sneetli  Commoo  ct^Qtatned  1,385  acrca, 
1  rood,  and  tbv  Feu  1,757  acres,  3  uiods-,  luakinx  a  total  of  6,343  acrcia. 
By  wkicl).  improvenicDts  the  value  of  tnoie  than  iSO^OOQl.  per  inDuni  has 
been  added  to  tiie  produce  of  the  kingduiu. 

t  Tbw  pcmon,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  Knight  Templar,  it  tl»c  hero 
of  the  well-known  popular  story,  publislicd  m  the  book  gf  wonders,  ai  the 
Life  and  CxploiU  of  Ttunnu  Jlickathri/it^  tkn  Giants 
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Walpole,  a  village  whicli  j^avc  name  to  llio  Walpole  family, 
19  said  to  have  been  so  callec)  from  slaiiding  near  a  Konian  waUt 
or  baok,  and  a  small  pool  of  water.  A  jjerson  digging  in  bis 
garden  at  tliis  place,  in  the  year  1727,  found,  about  three  feel 
beneath  liie  surlaci%  numerous  Roman  bricks,  and  au  aquaduci, 
formed  of  earthen  pipes,  whit  h  u ere  Invent j  inches  long,  tliret 
inches  and  three-quarters  in  the  bore^  and  half  an  inch  thick: 
the  one  end  dtminishiiig,  so  as  to  be  iniserkd  in  the  wider  end  of 
the  oilier.  Twcnly-six  were  taken  up  uearl}'  wliole,  and  distri- 
buted among  several  anlii[t]arieji*. 

The  Cfntrch  of  St.  Peter  is  an  embattled  structure,  consisting 
of  a  cliaucet,  a  nave,  having  tljirlcen  clerestory  windows  on  each 
side,  two  ailes,  the  windows  of  wljicli  have  flattened  arches  and  a 
handsome  soutli  porch,  with  a  room  over  it,  bearing  in  the  stone- 
work Ific  arms  of  Godard  and  Denver,  qnarlerlv.  It  was  erected 
in  the  eaily  pari  of  King  Henry  Ibe  SixUi's  reign,  about  A.  D. 
I423t*  ^t  a  place  called  Cross-keys^  in  this  parish,  is  a  |iass;ige 
over  tite  Washes,  for  horses  and  carriages,  to  Long  Sutton,  in 
Lincolnshire.  The  dislaiK-e  across  the  sands  is  two  niile>,  and 
tlie  channel  is  narrow  at  low  %vater.  I 

Walsokbn.  Against  llie  wall  of  the  churfh-sreople  in  this 
vilbge  is  an  f  tfigy  of  King  Snlomon,  silting  m  a  chair,  or  on  a 
throne,  projecling  from  the  wall;  ami  at  llie  east  end  of  llie 
nave  another  of  King  David,  with  his  harp.  The  font  is  a  fine 
piece  of  scul[)ture,  ornamented  with  figures  of  ihe  saints,  the 
Saviour's  passion,  with  the  seven  sac  laments  of  Ihe  Ronli^Il 
church;  and  round  the  |»edeslal  is  inscribed:  •"  Hrmrmhtr  the 
»aui  of  S,  Hant/ter,  and  Margairt  his  wife,  and  John  Brforth^ 
chaplain,'* 

Thitt  amiable  prelate,  Dr.  TtiOMAS  Herjiing,  was  a  native 

off 

•  Camdeii'a  Britaniiid,  cilitlDn  by  Goagti,  Vol.  If.  p,  1 16. 

f  In  Blomeficld's R"=say,  Vol.  IX,  p.  it'!,  is  an  Hcvation  ofttieAontliside 
Tlie  author  8Ayv>  *'  it  is  one  of  tlie  most  becintitul  parish  churclie*  in  lite 
kiugdoui." 


I 
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of  ibis  paridj ;  of  which  bis  father*  the  Ri^v.  jolm  Hcrritig,  con^ 
linued  rector  for  ibirty-six  years.  The  former  was  bora  in  llie 
year  16^)3 ;  received  his  erJucatiuo  at  Beuet  College,  Cambridge, 
and  entered  into  holy  orders.  lie  wa»  iirst  Bishop  of  Bangor, 
then  translated  to  tlie  archiepiscopal  sec  of  York,  where,  having 
distinguished  himself  during  the  Scotch  retieliioDt  in  the  year 
1745,  he  was,  for  his  Joyatty,  quickly  promoted  to  the  metro- 
politan see  of  Ciinterbury ;  and  died  at  Lainbettij  in  1757,  greatly 
regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Tkrrington  is  the  most  northern  parish  of  this  hundred, 

extending  along  the  banks  of  the  Wash,  The  impropriation  of 
the  great  tithes  was  given  by  King  Jnnies  the  First,  as  an  augnien- 
tation  to  Lady  Margaret's  professorshit>  of  divinity  at  Cambridge* 
The  revenues  liave  so  much  increased  of  late  years,  as  to  render 
that  chair  tfie  most  lucrative  piece  of  prefemi^fnl  iti  the  gift  of 
the  Uuiversllv. 


FREEBRIDGE  LYNN  HUNDRED, 


tituatcd  to  the  norlh-oa^t  of  Marshland,  was  formerly  cotiipre- 
liended  wilfi  tlie  lallcr,  and  called  Freebridge  Hundred  and  Half. 
This  district  is  supposed  to  have  received  its  name  from  a  bridge 
over  the  river  Onse  at  St,  Germain's,  which  was  passable  free  of 
all  tolls,  The  hundred  is  in  extent  about  tivelve  miles  each  way. 
Tlie  soil  is  of  different  kinds,  the  features  of  the  country  pleas- 
ingly varied,  and  the  land  gradually  rises  from  the  coast  to  the 
'centre  of  the  hundred,  and  is  watered  by  several  small  streams. 
Tlic  fee  was  in  the  crown,  and  granted  by  William  the  Conqueror 
to  his  butler,  W^illiam  de  Albini.  This  hundred,  wilh  that  of 
Marshland,  constitutes  the  deanery  of  Lynn,  in  the  archdeaconry 
of  Norwicli. 

Tlie  money  raised  for  the  support  of  tfie  poor,  in  the  year  1803* 
Vol.  XL— May,  ibOf).  T  was 
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waft  6,276],  15«.  7J<1*  forming  an  average  in  Ihe  annual  pound 
rental  of  two  shillings  and  ten-p€iice  lliree  farllfings. 

Tlie  Hundred  contains  Ihe  |>arir»hes  of  Anmer^  Ashwickm, 
BabingU^,  Bawseif,  Bilney  West,  Castle- Acre,  CasiU-Rmng^ 
Congham,  Dersiitghtrm,  FUtcham,  iiayton,  Gayton  Thorpe,  Gnif- 
wood,  Grimstonet  Ihrplet/,  IlWitigion,  Lenziatc,  Great  Alas- 
$mghjim.  Little  Mmsin^ham,  Middieton^  Lynn-Mint,  Newton 
West,  Pentney,  Roydon,  Runclon  Norllj,  Sanderin^kam,  Setchey, 
Walton  East,  IVestacre,  llinch  Last,  Ulnch  West,  IVoofferton, 
Wootton  Nort]^  and  IVootlon  Sonib. 


LYNN  REGIS,  or  KING'S  LYNN, 

an  ancirnl  port  and  lown,  h  supposed  by  Camden  to  have  been  a 
British  settlement,  and  tbe  nainc«  lie  sajs,  h  derivei]  from  Llyn,  & 
lake,  or  expanse  of  water;  but  Spelinan,  with  more  prubabllily,  de- 
duces this  from  tbe  Suxon  term  lean,  which  si^jnifies  a /rwi/rr  infer, 
or/atin;  and  observes  thai  its  ancient  appelbtion  was  Len  Epis^ 
eopi,\hzl  U,  Ihe  Bishop's  farm.  In  Doniesdaj-book,  it  is  written 
Lnn  and  Lena^  and  at  the  tijne  of  that  survey  belou*;ed  to  Agel- 
nrare,  bishop  of  North  Elnilmnn  and  Sligaiid,  archbj?»hop  of  Can- 
terbury. Tiivtt  it  was  a  place  of  sonic  consequence  <ind  trade  in  ttie 
time  of  Lbe  Norman  Conqueror,  b  evident,  from  its  enjoying  the 
privilege  of  certain  duties  and  customs,  payable  on  the  amvTil  of 
any  goods  and  tnerchaudlzes  by  sea  or  land  ;  of  which  the  bi:jhop  of 
the  diocese  at  that  time  was  found  seized  of  a  moiety.  King  Henry 
Ihe  First  granted  liberty  to  the  priory  of  Norwich,  whith  then 
possesses)  the  fee  of  tbe  towu,  to  hold  a  fair  at  Lynn,  on  the  feast 
of  St.  Margaret,  hz,  with  sac  and  &oc,  and  other  customs.  William 
dcNewburgh,  a  writer,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Richard  the  Finl, 
describes  it  as  **  Urbs  comnicalu  et  commerciis  nobilb  ;"  ys\\en. 
many  Jews  resided  tn  it,  a  |>eopic  who  at  that  period  were  cele- 
brated for  trade  over  most  parts  of  Euro{>e. 

This  town  has  been  itonoured  with  no  less  than  tit^ecn  royal 
charters.     In  the  year  1204,  King  John  having  chiisliseil  the  re- 
volted 
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VDltcd  barons  of  Norfolk,  haltciJ  wifb  liis  army  at  this  place; 
vilien,  on  the  petition  of  Jolia  Grey,  Kishop  Df  Norwic(i,  who 
biid  lately  erected  a  palace  at  Garwood,  in  the  vicinitv,  llmt  mo- 
narch granted  Lynn  a  charter  to  be  a  tree  boroygl*  for  ever;  the 
burgesses  to  choose  »  pra'poaitui  or  provost,  who  >houl«l  be  aub- 
jecl  to  the  bishop;  iheuce  deiioniiaaleil  llie  **  Biiihop*n  rnnn** 
The  tcmi  prrepe^itu^  being  of  an  iiidcfmile  sijjnifiralioN,  ha^  led 
«ome  to  deny,  that  King  Jolin  grante<l  liberty  to  llie  town  to  be 
governed  by  a  mayor.  But  by  liis  Icllcri  patent  in  the  fail  year 
of  his  reisin,  directed  "  To  the  3fai/or  nndj^ood  men  of  Lain/* 
it  appears  an  indispiitablt:  fact*.  Thai  iiKniarch  presented  the 
new  corporation  with  an  eie:;ant  erabo'ssed  and  enainelled  Cup 
and  fotrr,  of  silver,  doyble  .£»ilt,  vvei«iiinp  seventy-lhree  ounces, 
and  holdin? about  a  pi«it.  This  cnp  is  still  in  u  hiidi  slate  of  pre- 
servation, u  used  on  public  occasions,  and  ejibibits  a  tine  speci- 
men of  art  at  that  period  f. 

The  same  king  is  said  also  to  have  taken  from  Ids  side  a  silver- 
mouuled  sword,  which  he  presented  to  the  corporation,  to  be  borne 
before  the  mayor.  An  inscription  in  I^atin,  on  one  side  of  the 
hill  I,  records  the  doualiou;  but  Spelman,  and  Birihop  Gibson, 
assert  that  it  was  actually  the  i^ifl  ofKin^  Uenr^  the  Eighth,  when 
the  town  coining  into  hi^  possession;  he  converted  the  burgesses 
into  aldermen,  granted  the  ptace  several  privileges,  and  changed 
the  name  from  Lynn  EpiHCOpi^  to  Lj/nn  Rtgk,  Inroniirnialion 
of  tbis  the  former  inscription  is  supposed  to  be  of  later  dale  than 

T2  the 

•  Tliese  are  dated  at  Devizes,  hi  WittHliire,  June  7, 1116.  B]ot&elieTd*t 
Essay, &c.  Vol  VIU.  p.  4«3. 

t  An  eogra\€d  vi**w  of  ii  is  given  in  Carter's  Specimens  of  Aacittit  Scalp* 
lure  and  Painting,  Vul.  IL 

I  Fint  inscription. — Emis  liic  Donnm  fuit  Reikis  Johanois 
a  8iict  iiMtus  Latere  datum. 

Second  inscription. — Vivat  Rex  Henricns  Octavun, 
Anno  Mcgni  »iii  xx. 
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^bf  Mn*   II  M  remarkable,  obsenesiMr.  Mackerel!, 
Tjt  that  in  a  uintJow  on  the  nortii  side  of  the 


c  tttar  of  St.  Nicholas'  Chapel,  the  arms  of  the 
mA  tk^  smird  are  depicted  id  staiaed  glufis,  which  was  pro- 
lliere  id  the  reign  of  Hewry  tlie  Third. 

at  present  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  twekc 
md  eighleeii  comnion-cotincil-riien,  a  town*  clerk,  chain- 
Stc. 
ft  Ifls  sent  two  bnrge<;ses  to  Fiirlianient  ever  since  the  twenty* 
year  of  King  Edward  the  First.  The  right  of  election  is 
m  the  freemen  and  free-burgesses,  consisting  of  about 
lif«e  hundred  and  thirty  persons,  of  whom  the  mayor  is  the  re- 
j^mtog  officer. 

In  the  year  l643,  Ihe  iuhabilants,  aided  by  IIjc  country  genllo- 
defended  the  town  against  the  parliamentary  forces  under 
the  Earl  of  Manchester,  from  the  CSth  of  August,  till  its  sur* 
render  on  the  l6th  of  September  i  when  it  jmid  3,'200l.  to  ob- 
fiile  the  distresses  of  being  phmdcred. 

Lynn  is  a  large  regpectid)lc  t^nvn,  standing  ten  miles  from  the 
Erttish  ocean,  on  the  eastern  bank  of  tlic  Great  Ouse  river,  whtcb 
tA  this  place  is  nearly  the  bread  I  h  of  the  Thames  above  London 
Bridge,  li  is  in  length,  from  the  ^iouth  ^te  to  the  block-house  at 
Fliher's  end»  one  mile  and  u  quarter;  aid  in  the  broadest  part, 
fittin  the  river  to  the  east  gate,  lately  tiiken  down,  hall'  a  mile. 
FMir  small  rivers,  here  called  Fleets,  divide  it  into  several  parb, 
which  are  eltvcn  bridges.  The  whole  is  encom(ms$ed  on  the 
side  by  a  deep  wet  foss,  flanked  by  a  strong  wall,  now  in  a 
kidnted  slate,  which  was  formerly  defended  by  nine  bastions. 
At  the  north  end  is  a  plalform  battery,  mounted  with  ten  eigh- 
Iteu  pouuJcrs,  planted  here  in  l627,  and  slill  culled  St.  Anue's 
WhK  I  but  having  no  defensive  cover,  could  be  of  little  use  if  the 
limti  »\cre  utlacked  from  llie  river-Mde.  It  is  forty- two  miles 
\V.  N.  W*  «f  Norwich,  and  lOO  W.  by  N.  of  Loudon,  By  the 
|N»|Hil«tiou  survey  made  iu  Ihe  year  ISOl,  the  numher  of  houses 
w«%  *^,500,  which  were  occuj>ied  by  10,0*)5  inhabitants. 

The 
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The  town  couiains  several  public  buildin^Sj  some  of  which  ex- 
hibit rurious  and  line  s|>ecimeus  of  archilectnml  antiquity.  The 
iprincipal  of  these  is  Ihe  Church  of  St,  Mary,  which,  with  a 
frioriff  was  founded  by  Herbert*  bishop  of  Norwich,  io  the  time 
of  WilHam  Rufus.  The  fcmmler  Kr4nted  forty  days  pardon  Io  ull 
persons  who  contributtrd  towards  ll>e  ertctiua  of  the  buildings, 
and  the  priory  wiis  constituted  a  cell  to  the  luonasftcry  of  Norwich. 
The  church  was  a  large  spacious  structure,  and  though  curtailed 
f  its  orij:»inal  dimensions,  is  still  a  nobli*  pile.     Internal ly,  it  dis- 

ys  a  nave,  with  ailes,  which  constitute  the  present  place  for  ser- 
ice  ;  a  cbancel,  or  choir,  with  ailes ;  a  transept,  and  two  towers  at 
tl»e  west  end.     The  roof  is  supported  by  lwcnty*two  columns  ;  of 
which  those  east  of  the  trau-jcpl,  are  formed  by  a  cluster  of  five 
bbafb  to  each.     In  this  part  of  the  building  are  some  ancient 
rarred  stalls,  and   several  flat   nifnmnicotal  stones,  with  inscrip- 
tions ;  also  some  very  targe  and  tine  brasses.   At  the  east  end  is  a 
circular  window,  with  ten  transverse  mullions.     This  part  of  the 
bimrch  is  diviikd  from  the  transept  by  a  wooden  screen,  which  was 
"crcctetl  in  lii'22,     A  lofty  tower,  orhmthurn,  b  said  to  have  been 
originally  at  the  intersection  of  the  cross  alios ;  and  a  high  spire 

have  surmounted  one  of  the  western  towers.  The  latter  display 
diflfrrent  stvles  of  architectiire,  and  the  lower  parts  of  them  arc 
very  ancient.      The  biiltressoH   of   the  angles  to  the  southerii 

wer,  consist  of  several  sntall siiafts  of  column^*. 

The  church  furmerlj  Ciinlained  numerous  brasses  and  hiscrip^ 
ions,  sonic  of  which  remain.     In  the  year  lGi5,  in  the  church- 

irdeii's  books  h  the  following  entry,  "  Item,  to  William   Kiu^ 

r  df/acivg  superstitions  rpilapht,  5s"     A  miserable  reward 

r  a  more  miserable  service. 

The  Charnel  Hall,  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  cliurcb- 
Ard,  is  the  prescjjt  grammar'SchooL 

Several  other  religious  houses  were  founded  here,  few  vestiges 

T  3  of 

*  Tbe  ttccorajtanjinj;  view  will  serve  to  shew  llio  sliapes  of  tlin^e  towtfm, 
ilHl  then  vari^iiiB  onuuiiiiits  ^*^<il  ihegi^at  wc&lcru  wiiivlcWy  «iCt 
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of  winch  remain,  except  a  hexagot)  ateeph,  belonging  to  the  tno- 

naslery  of  llie   Grei/   Friars^  which  starves  as  a  gowl  JHttd-iimrk 

to   vessels  enleriiig   the  harbour*.     At  the  eastern  exlrt^mity  of- 

the  town  is  a  curious  ancient  buildhig,  called  Thu  Lady's  Cua* 

PBL,  or  The   fifd  Mount.     It   has  berii  erroueoiisly  named  a 

eastlr,  htit  is  evident Iv  an  ecclesijjiticiil  structure.     It  coiisiMs  of 

au  octagoodl  wall  of  red  brirk,  and  is  coustrueted  on  a  ver^  sia- 

gular  plan,  «f  winch,   ^rerHa|^%  ool  a  stmilar  example  is  fo  be 

found  in  the   kiu^dom.     Wtlhin  the  exterior  ivatl   is  a  liandsome 

cruciform   clmpel,   measuring,  from  east  to  west,  seventeen  feet 

seven   ijichrs,  b^  fourteen,  from  nortli  1u  snuthj  and  thirteen  iit 

hei^'ht*     Tlie  roof  is  formed  i^f  stone,  with  unnierous  groins  &e, 

and  t'nacll\  resembles  Ihe  mnch-adinircd  ceiling  of  King's  College 

Cbap^'l,  Camhridge.     This  curious  buiMing  is  in  «]  dilapidated 

state,  and  it  13  much  frdrerl  will  soou  fntl  a  victim  to  ni'ghct  and 

viran1onuei>8.      iSuch  a  bingiilar  fdiltce  should  be   curi'fullv    pre-* 

served,   and  as  the  expeuce  to  eftect  this  would  be  trivial,  it  is 

hoped  the  corpordtion,  to  wliom  it  belonjjs,  will  nwt  neglect  it,  and 

lh«*rt'bv  rniail  on  iheinselves  the  jierpctuaiing  reprojichcs  of  his^ 

tor%,  4uii  Iht  j^slin;^  censures  of  autiijymian  record  f. 

St.  Nicholas  Chapel,  conjectured  to  be  built  about  the 
lime  of  Eilward  the  Thiid,  is  two  hundred  feet  long,  seventy* 
eight  broad,  and  one  himdred  aud  seventy  feet  from  the  founda* 
tion  to  the  top  of  the  tower.  The  body  cuusiats  of  a  nave,  sepa« 
rated  from  the  inlof  by  tt-u  slender  cuUinm^  on  each  side  ;  these 
support  au  equal  number  of  acult  Iv  pointed  arches,  over  wtiich  are 
twelve  clereslory  windows  ou  each  side.  On  the  south  side  is  an 
elegant  purch,  abundautl}  decorated  witii  sculptured  niches, 
shields,  cdnopits,  &c.  The  roof  is  groined,  and  the  entrance 
door  tiiitly  carved,  to  correspoud  with  the  style  of  the  architeo 

tur^. 


•  A  view  of  tliis  curiotti  urchiteetural  rpmnaot  h  rnj^Ted  to  accotDpaD)^ 
tliis  deBcrptiuiif  from  an  nccui^te  nkitcii,  by  ilic  Kcv .  £.  Etlwurdjs^ 

t  It  a  my  intrntion  <o  presi^rvr  a  p^«»,  riew  of  rhe  interior,  and  ttction  of 
it  in  tUe  tLurd  vuluxui  ot  Uit.  Arcuitectiuftl  Aoik^uiucs. 
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hire.  In  tlie  chapel  are  also  some  old  seats,  charged  with  cu- 
rious specimens  of  canine;.  The  casl  and  west  viindows  are  very 
large  aint  hund^oiiie,  ami  display  several  iierpeodicutar  mullloos, 
with  tracery. 

A  large  monumrnt  of  white  marble,  in  the  shape  of  a  sarco- 
phagus, coimiiciiiorates  .Sir  Benjamin  AVfnr,  K.  B.  who  was  niaoy 
years  embas^iador  from  this  country  to  the  court  of  Madrid ;  at 
which  city  lie  died,  December  15,  1737-  He  was  a  native  of  this 
town,  und  his  remains  were  brought  here  to  he  interred. 

Thl  Chapel  of  St.  James,  after  tiie  di&solulioo,  being  in  a 
ruinous  condition,  was  rebuilt,  in  the  year  l6'8'2,  by  the  benefjc- 
tious  of  the  mayor  and  cor|»<)ralion,  aided  by  contributions  from 
the  principal  iuhabilanls.  It  was  then  converted  into  aa  hos^nttil, 
for  fifty  old  men,  wonien»  and  poor  children.  Great  additions 
have  since  tieen  made  to  the  buitdiujt!,  and  it  having  been  placed 
under  the  coutrotd  of  ihe  guardians  of  the  poor,  is  uow  the  ge* 
neral  workhouse  for  the  whole  lowiit 

The  Exchange,  or  Custom  fIoLts&»  was  erected  in  the 
year  \6&3,  by  Sir  Joini  Turner,  Knt»  It  is  a  handsome  free- 
stone building,  uilh  two  tiers  of  pilasters,  the  lower  in  the  Doric, 
and  the  upper  in  the  Ionic  order,  with  a  sniatl  oj>eii  turret,  teiv 
mioating  in  a  pinnacte.  In  a  niche,  in  front,  is  a  statue  ot  King 
Charles  the  Secoud*  ThtH  buthling  contains  several  commodious 
apartments,  and  occupies  the  site  of  an  old  religious  house,  which 
was  appropriated  to  the  Trinity  Guild. 

The  Tuesday  Market-Flace  comprises  a  spacious  area 
of  three  acres,  and  is  surrounded  by  some  good  houses.  At  one 
end,  on  an  ascent  of  four  steps,  stands  a  mttrkrt  cro*^,  of  free- 
stone, erected  in  the  year  1710.  The  lower  part  is  eucimiimssed 
by  a  handsome  peristyle,  formed  by  siitleen  columns  of  the 
Ionic  order.  Over  lliis  is  a  walk,  secured  by  an  iron  buhj!>lrade, 
including  a  neat  octagonal  room  ;  the  outside  watJs  of  which  are 
orDameDled  with  four  niches,  con  lannnr;  the  statues  of  the  cardinal 
'Virtues.  The  upper  pari  is  tinisbtd  with  a  cupola,  in  which 
Jtangt  the  market-bell,  and   the  whole  is  seventy  feet  in  height. 

T  4  The 
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The  foun'Ulion  Ijaviii^  given  way,  it  b  thought  tiic  buildiag  must 

tie  idktu  doA^n.     From  the  cross,  in  a  semicircular  direction  oit 

each  side^  exteods  a  range  of  covered  iitalb  or  shaiubk»,  having  a 

small  turret  at  each  end  *. 

Th(  Saturday  market   is  kept   lo  a   convenient   area,   lately 

<»pei]cd,  near  St,  Margaret':!  cfiurch-j^ard,  and  capacious  shambles 

have  been  erected. 

The  Theatre  was  a  hall  belon^in^rto  St. George's  gtiiid.and 
for  some  years  used  as  the  courl-liouse  for  holdiitg  tlie  qiikirter 
iessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Norfoik.  Near  St.  Mary'§ 
church  is  the  Guildhall,  ati  ancient  building  of  stone  and 
flint.  It  contains  a  larue  stone  hali,  tW^enibly-rooms,  and  courts 
for  the  adnuuistration  of  justice,  &c.  Here  are  the  following  pm-- 
traits  t — Full  length  of  Sir  Robert  Walpolb,  who  was  resumed 
member  for  this  borough  scvenleeu  times;  and  j^o  complelely  mas 
it  under  hii»  control,  that  even  ufler  he  was  cxpt^Iled  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  conltnutd  member  for  this  ptuct*:  — Half-length  of 
Sir  Thomas  White,  Kut.  the  liberal  hem  factor  to  young 
tradesmen :--\  tialf<lenglh  of  Sir  Benjamin  Keenb,  Knt. 
The  Assembly-rooms  are  capacious,  and  consist  of  three  in  a  tiuc. 
The  first,  formed  out  of  the  old  town-hull,  i^  fifty-eight  feet  in 
lengtb,by  twenty-seven  wide,  and  f*ro|M>rtii>nat)!  v  lofty.  The  Ball- 
roora  is  sixty  feet  long,  twenty-seven  broad,  and  Iwenty^wo  feet 
high.  The  Card-room  ts  twenty-seven  feet  by  tweuty-se^-en,  and 
Iweiily-lwo  fett  in  height. 

The  town  uot  having  anv  fresh  springs,  was  formerly  much  dis- 
tressed for  water ;  but  it  rs  now  supplied  from  a  river  near  Gay- 
wood,  whence  the  water  is  conveyed  by  small  canals,  of  between 
two  uud  three  luites  in  extent,  to  the  couduits  in  ttie  town. 

In  the  year  180 J  an  act  of  parliament  was  obtained  tor  paving, 
and  otherwise  ioiproving  the  town ;  the  powers  of  which  were 

further 

•  A  view  of  tl  cao  tjiiiUtinffs,  with  ft  plan  of  the  town,  a  view  of  it,  &c 
arc  pubUfiUed  iu  Vvl,  VUI.  dIT  tlie  uew  edition  uf  Blouiofidd'fr  History. 
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Ittrlhcr  extenJed  io  180(>.  By  vidue  of  Ihis,  many  of  the  streets 
have  been  iii'vv  paved,  obstructions  and  other  uwisancfs  rcmovetl ; 
aud  Uit!  a\ciiue  fmiit  the  south  gutes,  histcticj  of  opeoiiig,  as  for- 
]iierl\,  IhroiiMh  tlie  narruvvciit  and  ivorst-built  streets,  has  Leco  di* 
reeled  mure  to  thi>  eii>t ;  and  now  pr^s^cnts  to  the  traveller  an  »p- 
pit^ach  sM|)eri<>r  to  that  of  nio^l  otfier  inaritinic  towns  iu  tlie  king- 
dom. Tht'  bridges  ovifr  the  fleets  liave  befomade  lower  and  vvitter* 
and  a  comniunicatjoi}  o}>eiK'U  ovi-r  Purfliel-Urjdge  fur  carriages. 
The  projected  improvements  ivere  t-sttmatefl  to  Cf)&l  CO,QOOL  cxcfu- 
sivu  of  the  annual  expeiiee  for  lighling,  cleaushi/;,  &c.  but  thut  sum 
|]M9  been  found  ioadeqtiate  to  the  intended  purposes  ;  and  in  lieu 
of  au  aj»sp?ismeol  of  two  shdhn^s  in  the  pound  upon  the  rack- 
rent,  the  inhabitants  at  present  pay  two  shillings  and  &ix-pence, 
and  tite  coniinissiotiers  are  empowered  to  levy  a  lax  of  three 
shiltaigs  m  the  pound. 

Lynn  Harbour  is  deep,  but  the  anchorage  is  bad,  from  llie 
oozy  bed  of  tht!  rivtr.  It  is  capable  of  receivinij  about  three 
Lumlred  sail  of  shippinsr.  At  what  time  it  wa*)  first  nsed  as  a 
huvt^n  h  not  a^cert'iined,  Camden  is  of  opiiiiun,  that  the  port 
^^a**  origiuaily  at  West- Lynn,  on  lheopt)a%ile  side  of  the  river;  but 
it  is  iniprobitble,  as  no  records  e\(st  to  prove  tliat  this  was  ever 
iiiorfe  tlian  an  tnconsitlerable  village.  Ttie  river  pii5!»iug  between 
both  those  places,  was  merely  a  narrow  stream,  and  consisted 
of  the  water  of  the  Little  Ouse  only.  A  change  occurretl  in  tlie 
direction  of  that  river,  about  the  tiuie  of  Henry  the  Third  *.  Sub- 
sequent 

'  In  fonner  mges  the  channel  at  Lynn  was  not  more  tluin  six  poles  wit!p. 
But  tlic  oirttall  at  Wisbcacli  decaying',  the  Grcal  Ow^a  river  was  con- 
veyed to  tlie  sea  by  a  new  cut  made  from  Littlejujit  Chair  to  Kchcck.  By 
tliis  acciimtilalion  of  waters,  brouglit  by  that  famous  river  from  many  of 
tire  niidlaiid  countiefi,  after  a  course  of  150  miles,  the  channel  wa»  gradually 
worn  wider ;  wi  that  sume  centuries  ai;o  it  was  in  ihc  narrowest  part  I'e- 
twcen  fit^y  imd  sixly  poles  in  hrt^adth  j  and  yet  it  h  "  now  nnich  nar- 
rower tlian  at»y  navi'sfablc  river  in  the  world,  so  near  the  otirfnlt," 

Arnntroog !«  Hi^tiHy  of  the  .mcient  and  present  State  of  Che  Nirigalion 
of  the  Port  of  Kmg*i  Lynn.  p.  1—5. 
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sequent  to  whose  reign  Lynn  aspired  to  cpramercial  consequeocf, 
and  gradually  rose  from  its  primilive  obscurity,  aud  progressively 
became  a  cons idei able  port. 

After  the  plans  for  dr4iidng  the  feus,  called  llie  Bedford  level, 
were  put  into  execuliiin,  and  Ihe  slidcca  at  Denver  and  SalterV 
Lodc  erected,  the  navrgalion  of  llie  river  became  niucli  impaired, 
and  tbc  harbour  obstructed  by  silt,  which  was  thrown  up  at  high 
sprini^  tides,  U|K>n  a  pdilion  of  the  iahabiknits  against  the  conduct 
of  Ihe  couinitssfoners  for  draining  Ihe  level,  a  survey  and  report 
were  made  !iy  CalonelJ*din  Arntstiong,  in  tlie  jear  J724.  From 
which  it  appears^  that  all  tlie  niisckiefs  complained  of  bad  arisen 
from  the  numerous  obstruct  ions  niurle  to  ttie  ascent  of  the  tides 
up  (lie  river,  and  ihc  contluenre  of  Ihc  upland  waters  ;  parricu- 
Jarly  after  Ihc  hundred  feet  drain,  and  the  aluice  at  Denv^er  liad 
been  made.  Previously  the  refluant  tide  desctuded  with  sucb 
nma^ing  rapidity,  that  the  ^^hips  in  Lynn  harbour  were  obliged  to 
be  moored  uilh  a  stream  cable.  For  cleansing  the  mouth  of  the 
river  of  llie  siiiftin;;  sandsj  and  othervuse  iuiprovlni;  the  naviga- 
tion, the  able  engineer  proposed,  that  every  Ibing  connected  with 
the  Great  and  Li  I  tie  Ouse  rivers  should  be  rcitored  lo  tbc  state, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  in  which  it  was  atderior  to  the  execution  of 
the  new  draiuasH  solienie*.  By  the  same  report  it  appears' that, 
in  Ihe  year  I7'^3,  t'le  tide  of  flood  ran  through  Lynn  Haven 
ordinarily  three  hours  and  four  minutes,  and  that  the  comtnoit 
spring  li<Ies  rose  in  height  at  that  time  fourteen  feet  four  inchesf. 
Though  the  haven  is  not  a<]uarter  of  a  mile  wide,  yet,  about  sb 
miles  above  Lynn,  at  Knight's-Gout,  the  river  is  a  mile  broad, 
and  immediately  below  the  town  expands  into  a  wide  estuary. 
On   some  occasions   the   tide  flows    in  extremely   rapid,   aud  b 

called 


I 


» 


•  AnustroDg'a  History  of  tlic  Ancieot  and  Present  State,  &c.  p.  i04 
And]  09. 

t  "  Thp  spring  tides  flow  mare  (han  twrnty  feet  perpcndientar,  if  a  nortk 
cai»t  wind  accornpa&ics  and  somelinic^  force  the  ships  in  the  harbour  front 
their  mooringn,  ttiwit^b  ten  miles  dutant  from  the  set."  Norfolk  Taur, 
p.  MS. 


1 


NORFOLK,  2<)9 

called  I  he  bore  or  eager;  and,  like  tbis  kind  of  tide,  wlierever  it 
hup)>eu<»»  is  ottasUiiR'd  by  a  sudden  cnnaliire  iti  llif  cliaimd  of 
the  liver.     The  disluucc  from  Lyuii   lu  Si.  ricriiiiin'^  bridge  is 
tiirec  miles  b^  lutid,  and  by  water  nesirly  seven.     A  scheme  has 
Idtel}    btfii  proposed,  lo  iiopruve  I  be   drainage  of  the  fens*  by 
cutting  a  spacjous  canal  from  Ihe  f<nvii  to  a  pari  of  Ibe  river  called 
£a\«-!]at>k»    and    divertinrt  the   watfrs  into   it   fruni   the  (irescnt 
channel,     A  strait  cut^  in  tlits  direction^  was  proposed  bv  Culooel 
Armstrong,  in   the   jear   IJTJt  of  200,  or  250  (cct  wide;  and 
the  expt'Hce   of  sncb  a  cut  wa*}  estimated,  b^  a  Mr.  KiiKlersley, 
Hut  15,0001.     But  a  much  larger  sum  Itas  been  alreadv  expended  in 
carryintf  a  bdl  Jor  the  pur|>ose  Ihrongh  paihanient,  in  consr<]uence 
of  a  powerful  opposition;   and   a  greater  sum  awanled  for  pur- 
chasinjEf   the  neces^arv  lands.     The  making  of  the  new  channel, 
which  b  proposed  sliull   be  800  feet  w  ide   betwet  n  the  banks  at 
_  the  lower  opening,  is  conjctlnrnd  will  cost  upwards  of  lOO,OOOL 
J       The  situation  of  this  port,  so  near  the   Norttt  Sea,  and   th« 
iuland   navigation  which    is   connect I'd   with  il,   gives  the    town 
great   commerciid  advantages.     It  is   open  to  a  communicjtion 
Hith  all  the  north  of  Europe;  and  by  mt-ans  of  the  Ouh',  and  iU 
H  collateral  nvcrs,  cuu  extend  its  oavigaliou  into  eight  counties,  ex- 
clusive of  the  other  couveyancts    by   land  carnaije  and   canals. 
"It  iinporls  annually  about  I  U0,0u0  chaldrons  of  cuats^  and  above 
H    2,000  pipes  of  wine;  in  which  two  arlicltrs  it  exceeds  all  other 
ports  m  England,  exc*?pt  London,  Bristol,  and  Newcastle*/'     In 
return  for  these  and  other  heavy  articles,  with  which   it  supplies 
Ihe  interior,  it  receives  back  for  exportation    corn  and  various 
Hianufaclnred  articles.     Prior  to  the  present   French  war  its  fo- 
reign trade  was  very  conaidcruhle,  especially  to  the  Baltic,   Nor^ 
uay,  Hfilland,  Portuaul,  and  Spain.     The  yearly  averj^ge  of  corn 
exported  has  been  already  sidled  ;  and  by  the  report  of  the  coni- 
tnissioners  for  **uiliting  the  public  accounts,  in  the  year  iTt^-ii  tbe 
annual  diitje»  of  Lyim  exceeded  those   of  all  the  English  porta, 
B    excejttiug  those  of  London,  Bristol,  Liverjmol,  oud  UulL 
H  Babinglt 

^^^^^^1  *  Norfolk  ToiUj  p.  'U9, 
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Babingly  U  the  village  ut  which  the  Jirst  Christian  chureh 
in  East-Anglia  is  statctl  to  have  been  erected.  It  was  detlicat«l 
to  St.  Felix,  the  Burgundiaii»  who  canvertecJ  the  East-Angki* 
Sir  Henry  Spelmao  sajs,  several  bills,  called  Chwisitan  hills,  m 
the  victoity^  serve  to  confirm  Uie  opiaion. 


CASTLE  ACRE, 


though  now  an  inconsiderable  place,  displays  the  tematns 
ininieiue  CASTLK,  sind  also  some  large  remnants  of  m 
The  former  occupied  the  soulhem  side  of  a  gently-slopitig 
and  consisted  of  three  parts  or  divisions,  all  connected,  but 
separately  fortified  with  valla,  fossa,  and  waits.    The  earthw 
are  still  very  boM»  and  large  nyasses  of  the  walls  remain, 
ihe  north-west  angle  uus  a  loily  keep,  nearly  circular,  with  s 
glacis,  Ihe  summit  of  which  was  crowned  with  a  wait  of 
thickoess  aitd  strength.     Branching  from  this  to  the  south, 
large  area  of  an  tfblong  shape,  siirrouwlcd  by  a  loAy  bank,  ^i 
a  wall  and  deep  ditch.     To  the  eaiit  was  an  entrance,  which  was 
guarded  by  projecting  bastions;  and  to  the  west  was  a  very 
area,  or  ouIlt  balUum,  also  encompassed  with  bold  ca<>tninietatii 

At  the  Contptest  tlu^  place  belonged  to  the  great  Earl  W 
who  h  slated  to  have  erected,  upon  ilie  site  of  the  older  works, 
a  circular  castle.  Tlie  whole  fortilicutions  comprised  about  eigb-^ 
teen  acres  of  gronad,  enviroaed  by  an  eniballled  \vallj  sevea 
feet  thick.  Though  the  founder  had  one  hundred  and  forty 
lord&hips  in  tliis  county,  yet  lie  made  this  bis  chief  rciideoct. 
He  also  erected  here  a  Priory  for  monks  of  the  Cli 
order,  in  tlie  year  1CS5,  and  made  it  a  cell  to  the  abbey 
Lewes,  hi  Susicx.  Tl»e  annual  revenues,  at  the  Diasolnli 
amounted,  accordutg  to  Speed,  to  o2i\,  173«  5^d. 

From  the  faundalions  of  the  ruined  walls,  which  inclosed  the 
buildings  of  this  monastery,  Ihe  site  is  estimated  to  have  coik 
tajned  twenty-nine  acres,  two  roods,  aud  ten  jierches.  A  |^rt  of  the 


h  was      I 

tar|M 

itioc^H 

anclfl 


iideoct. 
(ugttia^ 
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prior's  apartiueiib  has  bsen  converted  iulo  'a  fiirm-Iiousc ;  aud 
the  remniiis  of  the  priory,  with  iU  coiiveiUual  chtircb,  form, 
perhaps,  the  fuiest  and  most  veneiable  ruin  in  the  county.  Great 
part  of  the  west  front  reinains,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  accom- 
panying print,  from  a  drawing  by  Dayes.  Some  large  colurana 
of  the  nave,  the  walls  of  the  transepts,  and  very  considerabte 
remnants  of  the  domestic  apartments,  to  tlie  south  of  the  church, 
still  serve  to  shew  the  extent  of  this  monastery.  The  sizes  of 
the  cloisters,  the  refectory,  tlie  great  hail,  aud  of  many  oilier 
rooms,  may  be  ascertained.  At  some  distance  from  the  north- 
west angle  of  the  church,  is  the  porter's  lodge.  The  parish 
church  is  a  large  builrhng,  and  displays  some  ancient  and  curious 
specimens  of  architecture  ;  also  various  pieces  of  stained  glass^ 
amd  a  few  ancient  monumenis. 


h 


CASTLE  RISING 


is  a  burgh,  or  borongli,  Spelman  observes,  of  such  high  anti- 
quity, that  the  royul  records  furnish  no  account  of  it.  The  sea 
^b  IS  stated  to  huve  formerly  flowed  up  to  the  town  ',  which  was 
probably  a  port,  as  alluded  to  in  the  following  tradilionary  tetras- 
tric  verse:  — 

**  Ri&inv  wai  s  sea-port  town 

WJieiJ  Lynn  was  but  a  murah  ; 

Now  L>Tiii  it  is  a  tea-port  toMH, 

Aud  Rising  fares  tbe  worsi*-." 

A  Castle  was  erected  at  this  place  by  William  de  Albini,  the 

first  Earl  of  Sussex,  some  time  prior  to  the  year  1 1 76  *,  on  a 

hill  to  the  south  of  the  town.     It  \vsl3  a  noble  pile^  built  in  tbe 

H  manner 

•  Mr.  King  supposes  it  was  one  tifAi/red*  great  castlej,  altered  amd  im- 
proved, in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  First.  Ar<'hcs  aie  yet  rcmaininf  dmrac* 
tcriAtic  of  tlie  style  of  building  usel  in  tbe  lime  of  tlie  S&xou  monardii. 
"  Mudiiiienta  ADnqtia." 
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mauner  of  Nonvicli  Caslle,  and  was  nf'arly  equal  to  llial  furtre^f 
in  ill  Himensioris.     The  walls  of  the  keep  are  moslly  three  vanls 
thick  ;  and  the  whole  is  eiteotii passed  bv  a  deep  ditcli  aoit  bold 
mniparU    on   which   was  a   slrong   wall,   havtng   ihree   tower3.  ^m 
Tliese  the  possessors  of  Ihe  iimiiurs  of  lliiuslatilon,  Uevdon,  and  ^| 
the  twa  Wdltonst  w^re  bouad  by  tbeir  teuurcs  coDmtatiti^  to  de* 
ft'iid.     It  bns  but  one  entrance,  which  is  nn  th«*  east  siiie,  over  a 
alone  bridge*   at   the  inner  e\treiiiity  of  whicii  was  a  fortified 
gate-house.     The  tnterior  of  tlie  cattle  i&  mirrh  dilapid.iied.  Ou€ 
room,  where   the   court-Ieet   of  Ibis   lordship  usfd   to  he  held,  ^H 
is  more  perft^r t  than  the  other  parts.     Thi*  peculiar  situation  and  ^B 
ciraracter  of  this  cattle  has  already  been  described.     See  p.  48, 

In  this  fiirtre&>  Isdhel*,   queen  of  the  unfortunate  moourrfa, 
Edward  the  Secund»  aftrr  the  deatli  of  her  fdv^ufiie,  Eurl  Mor- 
timer, was  confined  from  ihe  year  1330  till  her  death,  in  135S.        ^ 
Here  she  wns  visited  by  her  son,  Edward   the  Thini,  and  hit  ^M 
q\iern,  in  1340  j  and  aijain  by  the  king  in  ]34i,  ^s 

The  cor|wratioii  of  this  borough  is  very  aiKit-nt,  as  appears 
from  the  usage  of  the  mayor's  name  of  this  place  being  cailed 
over  Jtrxtj  at  the  reading:  of  the  royal  conmiissioii  of  the  peace 
before  the  juilgcs  of  assize.  It  wm  furmerly  governed  by  a  ^^ 
mayor^  recorder,  hinh-bleward^  twelve  aldermen,  a  s^ieaker  <^^| 
the  commons,  and  fifty  burgesses.  At  piestirt  the  cor|K>ratioD 
consists  of  i»nly  two  nhleriTien,  wlio  aiiei  nateiy  nominally  serve 
Ihe  ofBce  of  nrayor ;  and  lie  1h  tfie  ri-iarning  otiiccr  of  two  man' 
hers  to  the  British  senate.    Though  at  an  elecliou  five   or  OM 

name* 


•  She  was  danubtPf  to  Philip  the  Fair,  Kinjr  of  Franco,  and  sister  to 
Jjcwla  Htitiii,  Phih|>  tlic  Jjonf^,  and  Charles  the  Fair ;  all  of  wlioin  wera 
fcuccc?jiivc!y  kiug*  of  Fjawcc.  Tlicse  dying  wiiljoul  iaawe,  Twihel  was 
rntilk'il  lo  the  Freiicti  crown;  but  by  an  old  statute^  uliicU  exclnded 
ft:MtUctL,  called  tlM;  *  Soii^ir*  Utttft"  she  was  prevcnied  a*ctnilMig  the  throne; 
and  lier  son,  Kin^  Edward  the  Thirds  having  t>een  al»o  deprived  of  bis  just 
tighT«  by  the  advanccmcjit  of  PUlip  Vahis,wlw*ei'kt\ier\v9&yonng^f  brotber 
to  Philip  the  Fair,  made  war  against  France,  assumed  ihe  liile  of  king, 
and  quartered  tlie  arms^  three  flenn  dc  li«^  with  the  armi  of  Euglaad, 
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names  appear  on  tbe  polM>ook  ;  yet  it  is  queslionaUIe^  ivlielher, 
i»xcepl  the  rector  of  the  parisfi,  tfierc  be  a  single  Icg-al  voter  *• 
Tbe  borough  tirst  sent  members  to  partmmeut  in  ihe  yndt  135S. 

Near  tbe  east  end  of  tlie  cliurcb-yard  is  a  square  builtling, 
called  the  Almshouse ,  conlainin^  thirteen  apartments,  a  spacimi* 
ball,  kitclieii,  ajid  chiipel,  fur  tb^  HcconimoJalion  of  a  gover^ 
ticss  and  twelve  poor  women.  It  was  founded  by  Ueiiry 
Howard,  Eart  of  Northampton^  in  the  reign  of  King  James  the 
First. 

The  Church  is  an  ancient,  curious  structure,  and  presents  in 
its  western  front  some  singular  arcluteetuml  oriiamenls.  Inler- 
Bccting  arcliet,  cobinins  wilK  spiral  and  dfaniond-shaped  mould- 
ings,  having  liic  arrhivoll  mouldings  iirjirlv  simildr,  and  \\\\\i 
grotesir|ue  heads  for  rapitals,  mark  the  peculiar  features  of  this 
facade.  The  Ciiurrli  consists  of  only  one  aile,  with  a  square 
lower  near  the  centre.  The  Jont  is  a  large  ancient  piece  of 
workmanship  t* 

CoNGHAM  gave  birth  to  the  great  Sir  Henry  Spelman^ 

who  was  ceEebruti-^d  frjr  his  knowie<lge  of  hiw  und  antiquities, 
son  of  Iknry  Spelman,  E««q.  the  lord  of  this  manor.  He  was 
born  in  the  yt-ar  15(j't:  auti  first  studied  in  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
l>riilge,  whence  he  was  calhnl  Jo  ttie  bar,  and  soon  dialiiiguished 
himself,  He  was  sheriff  of  Norfolk  in  the  year  1005,  ami  died 
at  Londoti  in  U)4I,  His  GlofiMry,  llhtory  of  Sttcrihgr^ 
Treatise  De  non  tcmerandh  EccltsiiSf  Iceniftf  and  other  nume- 
rous and  valuable  works,  collvcted  and  published,  with  a  life 
prefixed,  by  Bishop  Gibson,  are  lasting  proofs  of  his  learning 
zeal»  and  industry  in  the  cause  of  science  and  truth. 

SECHEY, 

♦  Thli  borougli,  thonch  it  i»  not  so  completely  ilesltluk*  ttf  ialiabitaiiU 
at  Old  Sarutn  in  Wilttfiirc,  and  Mklhtirst  in  Snwex,  which  l»avp  ndllifr 
honsf  nor  collate  ;  yet  •*  tu.j Uou^fs (in it )  rt turn  tfco  mrmbirn  to  parliaiuenL* 
**  outfield's  History  of  the  original  CoiwtitutJou  of  ParliMnentf,**  p.  t57, 

f  A  view  of  tkis  Chtrrch  ffoai  the  f outh-weit,  with  the  AlmsUoijK*  in 
UieJjjick-froufld,  is  givcu  IttJL'^iili. 
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SECHEY,  OR  SETCUEY, 


if  a  Tory  small  market- town,  situated  upon  llic  navigable  part 
the  river  Nar,  in  tlie  parLsh  of  Runctou.  A  market  was  pro- 
cured for  this  place  in  the  reign  of  King  Janie^  the  First.  It  is 
held  on  Tiiesdavs,  once  a  fortnight,  for  the  sale  of  fat  cattle ; 
ami  la  well  altemltd  by  butcbcrs  and  graziers,  from  most  part  of 
this  aud  the  adjoining  county  of  Lincoln. 

Flitcham  Priory  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  tlie 
TJiird,  by  Sir  Iloberl  Aguillon.  It  was  made  a  cell  of  Au^s- 
tine  canons  to  the  priory  of  Wiilsingliam ;  and  not  a  nunnny,  as 
stated  by  Speed  and  Wecver.  At  the  Dissolution  the  annual 
revenues  were  vatucd  at  ()2L  lOs,  (>Jd.;  which,  witli  the  site, 
were  granted  to  Dtward,  Lord  Cbiitoii ;  but  soon  came  into  tlie 
possession  of  Sir  Tliomas  Holies. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  many  historians,  that  a  cerlaia 
futality  hung  over  tlie  heads  of  att  those  who  trafficked  in  tlie 
lands  rapaciously  alienated  from  the  church;  of  which*  among 
mullifarioiis  iiislHnci's,  Sj:>elman  h^a  adduced  the  successive 
proj>ritttir3  of  this  monastery.  Sir  Thomas  HoUes,  soon  after  he 
came  iuto  possessiunj  was  arrested,  by  a  writ  of  execution,  for 
debt,  and  his  lutids  sold.  The  Duke  of  I\'orfolk  was  uttaiuted 
and  bebemkd.  Reverting  to  the  crown,  it  was  grautetl  to  Tho- 
mas Howard,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  lUio  was  tried  io  tiie  court  of 
star-chamber,  turned  out  of  the  treasury,  luid  suffered  severely 
by  the  attainder  of  his  daughter,  the  Countcsa  of  Somerset. 
The  priory  was  then  purchaf^ed  by  Lord  Chief-Justice  C&kct  who 
soon  afterwards  was  disgraccil,  hanistjed  the  court,  and  subse- 
quently led  a  mtserable  life.  Such  extraordiuury  colocidenccs 
may  furnish  some  totonring  for  the  preceding  observation. 

A  few  remains  of  this  once  extensive  aud  venerable  priory  are 
visible  in  the  uiifaallowed  form  of  barns,  stabks,  aud  other  infe- 
rior offices. 

Hi 
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HiLLiNGTON  Park,  ibc  seat  of  Shr  Martin  Brown  Fofkef, 
Hart.  lias  lalely  been  much  improved ;  and  Ihc  gardtiia,  mik 
tlieir  forcing- walls,  piueries,  &c.  are  much  atiinired. 

MiDDLETON,  was  the  properly  of  the  ancient  and  celebrated 
IkiiiHy  of  Scalt'Sf  who  bad  a  seat  in  the  parisli,  called  Tiihtringtmi 
Hall*  The  gateway  of  this,  known  by  Ihe  natne  of  Middkton 
Castlft  is  still  staodiu^,  and  appears  to  have  Ueen  the  entrance  to 
a  large  i}uadrangular  budding,  which  was  moaled  round.  Tt  h 
constructed  of  brick,  and  1ms  a  tower  of  exceileut  workmanship, 
fiankeil  at  each  angle  wilh  octangular  turrets.  The  height  Is 
fifty-four  feet,  the  length  lifl\-one,  and  the  breadth  tweuty-seveo. 
The  lurrcta  are  embatUed,  und  rise  several  feet  nbove  the  central 
tower*.  On  a  garter,  in  a  bow  window  of  the  alory  over  the 
archway,  are  emblazoned  the  arms  of  S'rii/c*,  &c.  The  founder 
was  prohablvj  therefore,  Thomas,  Lord  Scales,  Knight  of  the 
Garter,  in  the  time  of  Henry  Ihe  Sktii  f ;  in  whicli  reign  and  the 
preceding,  he  diiitinguiiibed  himself  iu  llie  French  wars. 


f 
SMITHDON  HUNDRED 

Lies  to  the  north  of  Freeb ridge  Lynn,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Brancasler  bay.  The  extent  from  east  to  west  ia  ten 
mllebf  and  from  north  to  sontb  nine.  The  soil,  principally  a 
deep  ricli  clay,  is  naturally  fertile:  the  higher  grotmds  are  in 
open  field,  or  what  is  provincially  tcmieii  hrock;  but  near  the 
^OL.  XL^May,  IS09.  V  viUaget 

•  A  view  aftlm  towpr,  ftora  a  drawing  hy  Ihe  Rev.  E.  Edwards,  11  givea 
in  tlie  title  |}a;^e  to  tliis  vulunie. 

t  Same  writers  »«y  Henry  the  Fifth ;  but  Lord  Scales  was  elected  knight 
of  tite  earter  rn  the  ihird  year  of  Henfy  the  Sixth.  Blonj«fi«ld'i  Ei»ay,  Ace. 
Vol.  L\.  p.  i3. 
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villages  lliey  are  inclosed:  and  so  early  as  17^1^  fi^re  thounDdl 
acrci  of  wasti  H  were  feticed,  and  allotlnl,  by  act  of  parliameiit* 
in  the  vicinity  of  S(icltii.haiiu  The  luiids,  near  ide  shore,  are 
c1iie%  marsh ;  and  from  tfie  fury  of  the  lides  on  this  part  of  the 
coast,  severe  ittjurtes  are  frequently  su!»»aiiied.  Tl»e  strongeat 
banks  Jiave  not  been  ailequate  to  resist  llie  force  of  the  waves^ 
wbeo  aided  by  a  concurring  wuid.  A  gale  fjom  tlie  norlb-wrest 
is  dreaded  by  Ihe  persons  who  reside  near  thi^i  shore,  for  the 
€oufe(]itcuce  too  otUii  is  an  itiuiHlatioti  of  the  tiiarshes ;  atid  it 
someliu*es  happens  that  U'hole  flocks  of  sheep  and  herds  of  cattle 
are  carrieit  away  by  tlie  ualers.  Thb  catuslropbe,  wliea  it  Jiap- 
pcDs,  is  emphulically  denominated  **  a  marsh  iidc." 

The  money  raised  in  ibis  district,  for  tlie  support  of  the  poor, 
in  the  year  lSt)3>  was  4,802 1,  ICs.  ^d.;  cottstiluliug  an  average 
of  three  shillings  and  eiglil-petiGC  halfpenny  in  the  pouutt  rale. 

This  hyiidred  contains  Ihe  piirii>hes  of  Brancaster,  Birckam 
Great,  Birch  am  Newton,  Bircham  Tofls,  Dockitio^,  Frutg^ 
Heacfwm,  Holme  (next  Ihe  Sea),  Hitmtanfon^  In^oldestharpe, 
Ring'^tend  Great,  Scdgrftfrd,  Sharnbornf,  SHtttisham,  Stauk^e, 
(with  Barwick),  Thornhamt  and  TitchwelL 


Bhancasteii,  at  present  a  large,  but  obscure  village,  wai 
anciently  a  militnry  elation,  and  supposed  to  have  been  the 
Branodamim  of  the  llincrary  of  Antoninus.  When  the  Saxoni 
began  to  infest  this  part  of  the  island,  the  Romans  erected 
fortresses  on  the  coast,  to  prtient  Iheir  mcursii»iis.  The 
ihores  of  Norfolk  were  parliculiirly  liiible  to  the  attacks  of 
those  invaders,  a<;aJnst  whom  two  niariliine  stations,  one  on 
the  eust,  and  the  other  on  llie  nortli-viest,  were  fixed  upon 
for  defensive  posts;  Garimtonvm  and  Brfmodunum.  In  the 
Itttlar  were  garrisoned  the  Dalmaiian  camfri/*,  under  a  Roman 

generali 

*  Brartodiiniim,  witenre  the  mailer  of  ttie  horw  was  styled  Brunodit* 
m$mi»,  Tiita  station  ta  Ant  inentjonr^j  in  th^  Notitu.  From  Yftriaouth 
towards  thi^  pla<e  a  Roman  roar),  railed  thQJew*t  Wny,  wasa«9a  bj  Mr. 
Gi»tc,    Horsiej's  Brilaujua  Komaiii,  p.  476. 
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fenemU  who  was  staled,  from  lEie  nature  of  his  appomtmentf 

Couut  of  tlie  Saxon  Sh<ire.  Numerous  urn!!,  coins,  \'C.  fomid 
here^  are  presen'ed  in  the  cabinets  of  llie  curious;  and  liuives 
and  ^tvlvs,  witli  batidli-s  exqutsitety  wrought,  about  ihe  si2e  of 
cbsp  knives,  have  also  been  discovered. 

The  remaiiia  of  au  Encampment^  wJiich  answers  llie  descripllon 
given  of  those  formed  by  the  Romans  in  Caesar's  Comraciiliiries, 
are  still  visible ;  and  the  area, 'within  the  ramparts  comprizes 
aboul  eight  acres.  Near  this  ramp  was  erected^  by  a  merchant 
of  Bunihani,  an  immense  huilding  for  nmttinv  harley,  with  a 
?iew  to  the  export  trade ;  and  under  the  name  of  the  great  malt' 
kougSf  il  has  been  much  visited  as  one  of  the  curtosilies  of  Nor- 
folk. It  is  a  haiidsome  building,  ami  furnished  with  very  con- 
venient olBces  for  conducting  the  malliug  process.  The  length 
ts3l3  feet,  hy  31  in  breadth;  and  duruig  Ihe  season  4^0  quar* 
lers  of  barley  have  l>een  welled  ueekly. 

Hunstanton,  a  village  ^landing  at  the  norlh-weRtem  pomt 
of  the  county,  h  remarkable  for  what  is  here  denoniinaled  an 
immense  clilf  *,  about  100  feet  high,  called  St.  Edmund's  Paint, 
from  a  tradition,  ttiat  Edmund  the  martyr  landed  here,  when  lit 
wafl  brought  from  Germany  to  be  crowned  king  of  East-Angtia« 
He  is  said  to  have  built  a  tower,  in  which  be  resided  while  lie 
committed  to  memory  the  whole  book  of  Psalms,  in  coniphance 
with  a  previous  vow,  5ome  remains  of  an  old  chapel  on  the 
cliiT,  dedicated  to  St.  Eilmund,  probably  gave  rise  to  the  story. 

Near  these  ruins  stands  a  light-house,  lighted  upon  the  im- 
proved plan  of  burning  oil  in  Argands  lamps  with  reflectors,  in* 
itead  of  coaL     The  light  h  vi.sible  for  sevea  leagues. 

U  S  Hunstanton 

•  The  Btratifit*atjr»n  of  tills  cliff  »  woftfay  of  notice,  a*  fumbling  speci- 
mem  of  tiie  f iibstrata  of  tlic  part  of  the  county  to  the  Miith  of  it.  Under 
the  inoiiM,  Hhicti  b  about  tiio  tWt  det^p,  lie^  a  layer  of  nliite  ctmlk^  then 
one  of  hard  red  clnuch,  below  that  mixed  »tnne  of  a  dirty  ydlow  tuluur, 
iind  underneath  an  exceedingly  hard  rock,  of  an  iron  rotour.  Tbiis  latter  ii 
wbat^  in  a  leai  teniBcioiu  form,  grasvttf  or  comes  to  day,  as  miners  term  il 
in  die  neighbourhood  of  Sanilrinctiam»  in  the  linodred  of  Freebridge  Lyun, 
aad  other  placeii^  i>lier«  it  in  mually  d«uouiinaled  C9rr  si»nc. 
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Hunstanton  Hall,  au  ancient  family  maasion  erected  iti 
tbe  time  of  Hcory  ttic  Seventh^  bow  m  a  ruinous  condition,  if 
deserving  notice  for  its  entrance  gateway,  and  from  having  been 
the   seat  of   the  distinguished  fauiity  of  LeStrnHgr.      In   the 
ce Hire  of  the  chancel  of  Hunstanton  church  stands  an  altar  mo- 
Bument,  on  which  are  divers  coaU  of  llie  family  arms,  and  on  a 
fillet  of  brass  round  the  margin,  is  a  Latin  lu^riptioii  to  the  inc- 
inory  of  Sir  Roger  Le- Strange,  the  founder  of  the  balJ,     Of 
Ihts  fumily  tras  the  celebrated  political  writer.  Sir  Rogeb  Lc- 
StrAHOE,  who  was  born   here,  Decemljer  17,   ItJlO.     On  the 
breaking  out  of  the  citil  war,  he  espoused  the  royal  cause.     In 
the  yciTT  l63t,  having  obtained  a  commission,    he  intended  to 
surprise  the  town  of  Lynn,  then  in  possession  of  the  parliament ; 
but  his  plan  having  been  divulged  by  two  of  his  associates,  he 
vas  seized,  tried,  and  coiHlcnined  to  death,  which  latter  punish- 
Dient  was  commuted  for  imprisonment   in  Newgate.     Escaping 
thence,  be  fled  to  the  cuntinent,  but  returned  prior  to  the  le- 
storalion.     Soon  afterwants  he  established  a  ntw»pttpcrp  called, 
"  The  Public  Intelligencer  and  the  News^"  which  was  suppressed 
to  make  room  for  (he  Loniton  Gazette,  the  first  paper  of  which 
wat  published,  February  4,   166'6.     By  way  of  compensation,  he 
was  made  "  Licenser  of  the  Press,**  »ii  appuintment  at  that  linie 
of  tome  trust  and  emolument.     He  wrote  The  Obsertator,  in 
defence  of  government ;  and  on  the  accession  of  James  the  Se- 
cond, was  honored  with  knighthood.     Sir  Roger  died  Decern* 
^  ber  11,  1704. 

Snettisham,  a  large  viJIage,  was  formerh  a  town,  and  bad 
s  weekly  market  on  Fridays.  At  this  place  have  been  dug  up 
several  brass  io&truments,  in  the  shape  of  hatchet-heads,  wilb 
handles  to  them,  uiiuaMy  denominated  celts  *, 

The  country  around  this  place  has  been  greatly  omnmented  hj 

numerou! 


•  Various  liave  been  llic  conjecluict  of  aiiiupiaries  respecting  the  people 
to  whom  lh»e  iuitnumeiil^  helouped,  and  llie  uses  to  which  they  were  ip* 
|}ti«i].  Borlase  consiiJers  theni  a%  iim.'^ilf  wc!i}}ons  ;  Tborevby,  the  head  tf 
Briliib  t|>eari  ^  aiul  Hcftnie,  portahk  Roman  cMuek. 
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iiuinerous  pbiilations,  made  by  Kkhoks  Sttfletnan,  £*g.  lord 
of  the  iiiiinor,  t%liohasa  neat  house  here,  and  llie  surroundiHg 
gardens  are  much  admired  for  Ibe  taste  (1isi>!ayed  in  Iheir  dispo* 
sition  and  Ihtir  mode  of  decoration. 


BROTH ERCROSS  HUNDRED, 

Situated  to  the  east  of  Smitlidon,  eilending  about  eight  miles  ui 
length,  and  five  in  breadth,  disfjlays  a  fine  open  country^  bor- 
dering on  the  sea.  Ttjis  hundred,  witli  Galtovvy  constitutes  the 
deaury  of  Btimliani,  in  tire  archdeaconry  of  Norfolk. 

Tiie  money  rdised  in  this  district^  by  a  parochial  rate,  in  the 
year  1803,  amonnted  to  2/2 18t  6s,  8jd.;  lormine  an  average  of 
three  shillings  and  sevcu-peiice  three- farthings  in  the  pound. 

This  hundred  contains  the  parislies  of  Bumlwm  Deepdak^ 
Burnfmm  N&rfon,  Burnham  Orrrj/,  Burnham  Thorpe,  Bum^ 
ham  Ulph  and  Sutt&n^  Bumliam  IVest^ate,  Creake  North, 
Crmke  Southi  and  Water dtn, 

BURNHAM  WESTGATE,  or  BURNHAM  MARKET, 

So  called  lo  distinguii*h  it  from  other  parishes  in  this  hundred^ 
lias  a  small  weekly  market  on  Mondays.  The  parish  contains 
169  houses,  and  743  inhabitants.  Here  was  formerly  a  small 
luonasttiry  of  while  friarsj  or  Carmehlea. 

Burnham  Thorpb  will  ever  be  memorable  in  the  annuls  of 

fame,  for  having  been  the  hirlb-place  of  thai  etnincntty  distin- 

gui&bed^    and   ever-to-be-lamented   hero*,    the  late  Admiral 

Ud  Lord 

•  Norfolk  ranks  pwruliarly  lii!»li,  for  faavins^  fiven  btrth  to  a  long  oxmI 
nnmeroiu  tut  of  military  and  oava)  Jicroe^i  wtio>e  uoaiage  and  proweta  have 
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Lord  Nelson»  wbosc  father  was  many  years  rector  of 
parbb,  and  aho  of  Burntiam  SuUon.  This  dislitigutsbeci  ttcro  in 
the  annals  of  greatness,  uas  bom  in  ttie  year  1 75S,  and  first  seat 
to  school  lo  Norwich,  and  aflerwards  removed  to  North  Wal- 
shaii).  Ill  the  year  1/70  he  was  ap]>otnted  a  mttkliiptnan  on 
board  the  Raisonahle«  of  64  guns,  which  was  coiniuarided  by 
bw  maternal  uucle,  Cuptiiiri  Maurice  Suckhng.  When  the  voyage 
o^  discovery,  lowivrds  the  North  Pole,  was  uiidei  laJieo  by  Lord 
Mulgrave,  young  Nelson  solicited  lo  altetid,  as  co  11s wain  to  Cap- 
tain Lutwid^'e,  wiio,  thongh  an  order  bad  been  given  to  take  on 
board  no  boys,  yt:t  struck  with  the  ardour  of  the  youth,  was  in> 
duced  10  receive  him  iu  ibat  capacity*  He  afttTwards  served 
under  the  valiant  Cnplain  Fanner,  of  tlie  Sea-horse,  Haviug 
pu&sed  the  ordeal  of  lieulenaucy>  and  otttamed  the  rank  of  post 
captain^  June  11,  I779i  he  was  appointed  to  tbe  command  of 
the  liiticbiubroke*  In  179^  he  was  made  a  cnminoilore,  and 
boistcil  a  broad  pendant.  For  bis  conduct  under  Sir  John  Jervis, 
a«^aiust  I  he  Spanish  fleet  off  Cape  SL  Vincent,  he  was  created 
Kniglit  of  tbe  Bath.  In  17*17  he  hoisted  his  flag  as  a  Rear- 
Ad  miraL  In  the  unfortunate  affair  at  Teneriflfe,  he  lost  his  right 
arm  by  a  cannon  shot.  He  now  obtaiued  a  pension  of  lOOOL 
per  annum ;  and  tbe  memorial^  on  that  occasion,  details  some 
incidents  of  a  life  tilted  with  enterprize,  difficulties,  and  dau^r. 
*'  Til  at  he  had  been  in  four  actions  wiUi  bostiie  fleets ;  in  three 
actions  ^vilh  ftigiites;  in  six  eugagemenis  against  batteries;  tii  ten 
actions  in  buats,  employed  in  cutting  out  vessels,  &c.  During  tbe 
war,  he  had  assisted  at  the  capture  of  seven  sail  of  the  line,  six 

frigates, 


been  display ed  in  some  ^(  Ihc  moil  critical  periods  of  our  liistcry.  Can 
this  he  physirally  accomiled  for?  Is  it  according  to  iIil'  doctrine  of  Aro- 
totle,  alluded  to  by  Horace,  Uiat  **  Foitrg  crtimttit' JortibuJt  et  honis?^  or 
U  it  that  in  mental  procedtiri',  tlic  ft;Jniultis  of  exampte,  produces  positive 
qtialitie>?  At  Cock  Thmjtt^  in  ibe  adjacent  Ijundred  of  Nortii  Greenlioe, 
wcrp  Ijoro  ttie  di>>tm^iiishetl  adniiraLs,  Sir  John  Narfordy  Sir  Vhrtstoither 
Jlfyffm»,  Hiiil  Sir  tiitmU»i>.y  Shotel.  At  Doekius,  in  Smilbdon  huiidrad) 
wa«  bom  Adtnirui  Eduatd  Hawktj  ailerwardi  Lord  il<iwk€* 
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frigate*,  four  corvettes,  and  eleven  pn valuers,  an<l  taken  and  de- 
stroyed fifty  sail  of  tHcrcliajit-vesscls.  Thai  he  luid  bftn  eugaged 
e^inst  llic  enemy  upwards  of  one  httndrfd  and  Itrentif  times,*' 
Of  his  exploils  in  the  bailie!*  of  I  he  A'ifff  off  Copepha^en^  and 
Trafalgar,  bisiory  wili  umplv  record  ;  and  berablry  has  already 
emblazoned  the  honors  so  justly  coiifcrred  by  the  ktn;5  on  this 
nierituiiousofficerj  as  Baron  and  Fiscotfnt  Kelson  of  llie  Nile  and 
<jf  Bnriihatti  Thorpe,  which  honors,  by  his  premature  de;ilh 
ill  the  yi'ar  IS05,  mlh  the  addilbn  of  au  earldom,  at  pre&eufc 
alUdi  to  his  elder  brother. 

South  Creake.  About  hulf  a  mile  sotith  of  ttie  church  in 
this  vilhiu;e,  is  a  largi;  ancient  Encampment ^  supposeil  1o  have  been 
tiril  constructed  by  ibe  Suxoris.  The  way  leading  to  it  is  calletl 
£loodgatej  tlutt  is,  bloudy  road,  alluding  to  the  great  sluugltter 
ivhich^  at  some  period,  tm)k  [vlaee  here  between  the  Sa.xgus  and 
the  Dane!»»  Towards  the  sea  shore,  in  ihe  adjacent  villages,  are 
many  small  tumuli,  or  hillocks,  which  Caiuden  riglttly  consider! 
to  have  been  the  graves  of  the  slain. 

Crkake  Abbey,  in  the  parisli  of  North  Crcuke,  was 
first  founded  for  a  master,  four  chaplains,  and  Ihirleen  lay 
brethren,  by  Sir  Koberl  de  Narford,  and  Alice  bis  wife.  They 
were  afterwards  made  au  abbot  and  rduons  of  the  Augustine 
order.  This  abbey,  with  all  the  hindsi  aiiufxcd  toil,  uas  giveu 
to  Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  by  Margaret,  Countess  of  Rich- 
mond. Part  of  the  abbey  walls  stilt  reniaiu,  and  form  a  fine 
venerable  ruin. 


NORTH  GREENHOE  HUNDRED, 

West  of  Brothercross,  is  about  nine  miles  in   kn^th,  and  seven 
ill  breadth*     The  soil  is  cbieiiy  lii;ht^  with  a  substratum  of  fine 

U  4  marl. 
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marl,  and  the  face  of  llie  country  beautifully  diTersiJied,  viikl 
weu  kmn  Great  Snorin;;  church,  h  liighly  pirluresque,  the  wwm 
UrmhiMmfi  the  land»r<tpi'.  This  huQtired  is  in  the  deAoerj  tf 
Wiilamijhuiij,  and  archdeaconry  of  Norfolk. 

Tlie  &um  raiicd  fur  ihe  pi>or,  iii  ihe  year  1803,  was  6,iS4i 
143.  o|cJ.;  giving  au  average  of  five  sUilliogs  iind  three-fa 
ID  tlie  pound  rale. 

Tliis   hundred   contains    tlie    panthes  of   Burneift    Bh 
Corktharpe,   Eg:more,  Firid  Dallingt  Hindringham,  Hi 
Houghton    Si.   Giles    in    the    Hole,    Snoring   Grey  J,    Siiffi 
Thursjord^    IVahitigham   Great,    Wahinghixm  Lutle,    [fan 
WtlU,  aud  IVighlm, 


NEW  WALSINGIIAM. 

A  coDsiderabte  market  town,  is  situated  on  the  banks   of  9 
river,  which  falls  into  the  sea  at  the  distance  of  about  sc%Tn  laikf 
to  the  liorlh.     The  grounrfs  on  each  side  of  the  dale  risc« 
bold   nmniier,  and  exhibit  rather  imuMial  features  fur  this  coui 
The  planlatiom  of  Mr.  Wanier,  enriched  with  the  ruius  of 
tbL>eY  and   the  snialt  spire  of  the  churchy  afibrd  a   pictur 
coup  d  oeil,  as  ihe  traveller  enters  the  place  either   from 
ham  or  Welts.    This  parish,  conjointly  with 

Old  Walsingham,  formed  one  lortlship,  and  uas  pai 
the  possessions  of  the  powerful  Eails  of  Clare.     What  led  to 
great  celebrity  whith  Ibis  place  obtained  for  eenturtes,  wai 
wiifow  lady   of  Rkoldic  faverches   fouoding,    about  Ibe  year 
106  J I  a  small  ehapel  in   honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  similar 
the  Sancia  Casa  at  Nazareth. 

Sir  Geffrey  de  Faveracbes^  or  Faverchcs,  her  son,  confii 
the  endowments,  made  an  additional  foundation  of  a  Priory 
Augu!»tine  canons,  and  erected  a  conventual  church.     The  ni 
rou»  gifts  and  grants  lo  this  famous  religious  house   form 
of  those  extensive  aud  duU  mazes  of  ecclesiastical  record^  througl 
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wliich  the  liistoric  lopograpber  h  const laiucfl  to  wmle.  At  tlie 
di»5oltitiuD,  the  aiinoai  reveuue*  of  Ibe  inonaslery  were  valueilp 
according  lo  S|>eed,  at  4461.  l-i^,  4d.  That  its  weallli  should 
have  btfcn  imniensely  great,  is  not  surpriiiini^,  uhen  the  fatiie  i>f 
tbe  image  of  tlie  Lad^  of  Wahingliam  is  lakeii  into  the  account ; 
for  it  was  %&  much  frequented,  if  not  more,  than  the  shrine  of  St 
Ttioiiias  ^  Becket,  at  Cujiterbury.  Foreigners  of  all  nations 
came  hilher  on  pilgrimage;  many  kings*  and  queens  of  Eufilant* 
also  paid  their  devoirs  to  it ;  so  that  the  number  and  qualit}'  of 
ber  devotees  appeared  to  equal  those  of  tbe  Lady  Lorclto,  in 
Italy*  Erasmu:^,  wbo  visited  ihis  pldCCf  says,  that  the  chupef,  then 
rebuilding,  was  distinct  from  the  church,  and  inside  of  it  was  a 
smail  chapel  of  wood,  on  each  side  of  which  was  a  tittle  narrow 
door,  where  those  who  were  admitted  came  with  Ibeir  offerings,  and 
paid  Ibeir  devotions ;  that  it  was  liiihted  np  with  wax  torchef^,  and 
that  the  glitter  of  gold,  stiver,  and  jewels,  would  lead  you  to 
suppose  it  to  l>c  tbe  ^;it  of  the  godsf. 

The  present  remains  of  this  once  noble  monastic  pile,  b  « 
portal,  or  west  entrance  gateway,  a  richly  ornamented  lofty  arch, 
sixty  feet  high,  wbicb  formed  the  eaiit  end  of  the  church,  sup* 
posed  to  have  been  erected  in  (be  time  of  Henry  tbe  Seventh ; 
tbe  refectory  seventy-eight  feet  long  and  twenty-seven  broad,  and 
the  ^alls  twenty-six  and  a  half  feet  in  height;  a  saxoii  arch,  part 
of  the  original  chapel,  which  has  a  zigzag  moulding;  part   of 

the 

•  Sptlmati  observes  tlmt  it  was  said  Kin^  Henry  th«  Eighth,  in  tlie 
second  year  of  hi»  rd|^,  walked  6urrytf»f«f  from  tke  village  of  tla^haiii  to 
this  pUice,  and  then  presented  a  vatualite  necklace  to  the  iiiia<^n.  0(  iliii 
costly  prejent,  ax  well  a^  other  satcitble  appendages,  Cromwell  doul^llesa 
took  good  care,  wlien,  hy  \m  mn&ter^B  orderj,  he  seized  tlje  image,  and  burnt 
it  at  Ctielftea, 

♦  la  one  of  his  colloquies,  entitled^  "  Per'tgrinaiiof'*  is  a  very  hnmorooa 
deKriplion  of  ttie  Atiperalitious  of  lliis  place.  The  monks  Imd  eontrivcd  (« 
persuade  many,  tbat  the  gtittiri^  in  the  heave  as  vnat  *^  mnAvulous  mdicatioo 
0f  tilt  inty  to  this  place.    Ueaee  that  was  called  iValsiHsham  H'm^, 
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the  old  cioislcrs,  a  slonr  bath,  and  two  uncovered  welis^  caflfd 
fhe   Wiv/finff-  tVflh*,     Tli«   principal  part  of  Ihese   venerabk 
rums  arc  incluifed  io  Ihc  pleasure-gardens  of  IJenry  Lee  Warner, 
£sq*  who  tias  a  targe,  cuinmodious  house,  wUicb  occupies 
lite  of  ihe  priory.     Tlie  pre!*eiit  proprietor  lias  progressively, 
Bonie  yc'drs  |)ast,  beeti  niakliig  various  improvemeaU  in  plautu 
and  Ihmiio;  out  the  grtmods  in  Uie  inimecli;t1e  vicinity  of  the 
sioD.     Atuung  the  recent  etiibciliabtni'tils  of  the  place  i$  i 
brid«(e  ucross  the  rivulel,  in  front  of  ihe  house,  and   widening 
the  cour>ie  of  the  streiim,  so  as  to  give  it  the  appctirance  of 
lake,     Cooliguous  io  Ibis  water,  and  iiiternit^ied  in  a  fine  grove  i 
larfi>c  trees,  are  the  various  fraguienfji  of  the  ruins  already  noliced. 
Stiine  of  these   are   interesting  relics  of  architectural   antiquity: 
and  IliQ'tgb  severtil  detached   parti  remain,   yet  we  cannot  biit 
regret  the  wasteful  destruction  that  has  taken  place  at  this  once^| 
celebrated  place  of  monastic  splendour  and  human  superstition* 

The  Church  at  Wakin!;barn  is  a  large  and  interesting  pile, 
displaying  in  its  architecture,  ornaments,  monuuients,  and  very 
elegant  pont,  much  to  interest  and  gralt^  the  antiquary.  The 
latter  is  not  only  the  finest  5}>ectmeu  of  tlte  sort  in  the  county,  but 
petfiapsin  l.iiglaad.  It  is  of  an  octangular  shape,  and  the  wtiole 
ofitsbajte,  slial>,  and  prnjecting  upper  portion.  Is  covered  with 
sculpture,  representing  buttresses,  pinnacles,  niches,  crockelted 
pediments,  he.  also  several  figures  in  basso  relievo.  It  is  elevated 
on  a  plinth  of  four  steps,  the  ciilcrtor  faces  of  which  are  also  deco> 
ratetl  with  tracery  mouldings. 

There  wan  a  house  of  grey  friars  in  Walsingtiam,  founded  b? 
the  Lady  Elizabeth  de  Burgb,  Countess  of  Clare,  but  its  fame 
was  eclipsed  by  the  superior  grandeur  of  its  neighbour,  and 
poverty  thrust  it  still  further  into  the  back  ground  of  obscurity. 

What 


•  The  c!«fot<*ea  to  tlie  Lady  of  \\  aJsinglmm  were  taii<jht  to  bcJteve,  that 
wtioevcr  liart  |>enniAsi*jn  to  tiriiik  of  ilioie  waters  couJil  obtain,  under  c«f- 
iaia  rejitriciioiiSj  wtmtcver  they  mijilii  winh  for. 
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.  What  is  at  present  used  as  a  Bridewell,  wzs  also  au  hgspilal  fyr 
lsmt$,yiK\€\\  was  founded  in  the  year  I4ti6. 

BiNHAM  Priory  lias  beeu  a  building  of  great  extent  and 
Kljerul  euJowrneut,  Tbe  ruins  are  now  very  con  side  rabl*;  and 
Kit e rest] tig ;  but  are  graduatly  moulderini^  away.  Of  tli»  once 
s|>aciou^  collegiate  cburcb,  only  the  irave,  with  the  north  uile,  lite 
cbieFparl  of  the  western  front,  and  fiaiftnenl!*  of  the  Ir.uisijjt,  re- 
main. Excepting  the  west  facade,  the  whole  is  of  the  eariy  Nor- 
man style  of  archilectiire,  and  most  i>roba!ily  coastilnle*  |Kirl  of 
the  original  structure  foHtided  in  the  beginning  of  the  fiign  of 
King  Henry  the  First  The  nave  and  norlh  aile  are  ttppropriated 
^  the  purish  church,  but  it  must  be  a  very  unheidlhy,  tinctmi- 
fortable  place  in  winter.  It  is  titk-d  up  \^ith  seats,  or  benches, 
and  at  the  west  end  is  a  handsome  font.  Tlie  hjttrior  eleiaiba 
©f  the  ijiive  shews  three  tiers,  of  seven  arches,  on  eatli  side;  the 
Uvo  lowermost  of  which  are  seniicircular,  whilst  those  in  the  top 
row  are  partly  of  that  shape,  and  partly  poutted  *.  The  exterior 
of  the  western  frotit  is  wholly  in  the  pointed  style,  and  is  an 
ialcresliof*  specimen  of  the  tcclesiaslical  architecture  of  the  four- 
tcejitti  century.  In  the  lower  part  are  tli.spla^ed  a  ^land  central^ 
and  two  lateral  doorways,  with  blauk  arcades  between.  Oifcr 
tiie  former  is  a  large  centre  window,  uliich  was  originally  oraa- 
niented  with  live  upright  colunnntr  mulbonSi  and  three  ciccular 
compartme[its  of  tracery  mouldings, 

HoLKHAM  House,  in  the  parish  of  ilofkfiam,  ttie  magnifi* 
ceut  seat  aad   residence  of  Thouras  William  Cuke,  Esq.  was 

began 

*  A  view  of  tliis  U  giveii  herewith,  Hlicwinp  fiiar  compwurtm* iits  oo  tlie 
north  f'icjc  of  (he  iinve,  with  tlie  wooden  Ktulb,  tind  the  hatidstiroe  /<»Nf, 
from  a  tf  law  I  n^  maik' hy  Mr.  Mackenzie,  in  the  year  18n8.  This  fonl  ti 
•itnilar  in  sliape^  tht>ti*^i  rliffcrini;  in  oniiimfnt  ami  <;l7<\  to  tliztt  jiiJit  demerit)- 
€dj  Hi  Watsin^liam :  also  to  tliosc"  at  Wjnuiridhuraj  Norwicli  Catiicdnl, 
Edit  DcreiiAiu,  anil  to  soiiic  otUen  in  tUii  county. 
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beg:aii  in  the  year  1 734,  by  the  Eskd  of  Leicester,  and  completed 
by  his  dowager  countess  in  Ihe  year  1760.  Tlie  central  part  of 
this  spacious  inausiou,  built  of  white  brick,  is  accompanied  by 
four  wings,  or  pavilions,  which  are  connected  with  it  by  rectilinear 
corridors,  or  galleries  ;  each  of  the  two  fronts^  tlierefore^  display 
a  centre  and  two  wings*  The  south  front  presents  an  air  of  light- 
ness and  elegance,  arising  from  the  justness  of  its  proportions.  In 
ihe  centre  is  a  bold  portico,  with  its  entablature  supported  by 
fftx  Corintliinn  columns.  The  north  front  is  the  grand  or 
principal  entrdtice,  und  exhibiti  different,  though  handsome 
fealuies.  The  wings,  which  partake  of  siuiiJar  charadericticSy 
have  be«n  thought  to  diminish  from  tlie  general  niagniticence 
of  ttic  buildings  by  the  want  of  uniforniily  of  style  with  the 
Aouth  front,  and  being  too  much  detaclied  to  be  consistent  with 
unity.  The  centre,  which  extends  three  hundred  and  forty>five 
fi;et  in  length,  by  one  hundred  and  eiglity  in  depth,  comprises 
the  princi|>ai  aparlroents.  Each  wing  has  its  respective  destina- 
tion* One  contains  the  kitchens,  servants'  hall,  and  some  sleeping 
rooms.  Inlhecha|>cl  wing  is  the  dairy,  laundry,  with  more  sleeping 
riioras.  Another  contains  the  suite  ef  family  apartments ;  and 
the  fouitti,  ciiited  the  stranger's  wing*  is  appropriaScd  to  visitors. 
This  grand  residence  is  rendered  sn^wrior  lo  most  other  great 
houses  in  the  kingdom,  by  its  eonrenicnce  and  appropriate  ar- 
rangement* Ttie  entrance  half,  which  forms  a  cube,  has  a  gal- 
lery round  it,  supported  by  twenty-four  Ionic  columns.  Next  is 
the  saloon^  on  each  side  of  which  is  a  drawing-room;  and  con- 
nected to  this  is  the  stnte  dressing-room  and  bedchamber.  An- 
other dratvmg'r&vm  commuuicates  with  the  statue  gaUert/^  which 
connects  a  number  of  apartments  in  a  most  admirable  rnaoner; 
for  one  oclagou  opens  into  the  private  wing,  and  the  other  into 
the  strangers,  on  one  side  ;  and  into  the  dining-room  on  the  other. 
This  duiing-room  is  on  one  side  of  the  hall ;  and  on  the  other  is 
Mrs.  Coke's  bed-rooni,  dressing-room,  aod  closets.  From  the 
recess  iu  the  dining-rooiu  opeui  a  door  on  the  staircase,  which 

iiuoiediateljp 
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immediately  leads  to  llie  offices ;  and  iu  tlie  ceutre  of  the  wings, 
by  the  saloOQ  d<M>r,  are  invisible  stair-cases,  wliicb  lead  lo  all  ibc 
rooms  and  respective  offices.  Tliys  here  are  four  general  suitci 
©f  aparhnents»  all  perfectly  disUuct  from  eacb  other^  wiUi  no 
reciprocal  thorough  fares;  the  state,  Mrs.  Coke's,  llie  late 
carls,  and  the  strangers.  Tbese  severally  open  into  what  may  be 
called  common  roonts,  the  hall,  statue  gallery,  and  saloon^  all 
which  communicate  with  the  dining-room.  Tliere  may  be  houses 
larger  and  more  magnificent,  and  in  some  more  uutformity  and 
justness  of  proportion  may  be  visible ;  but  human  genius  could 
not  contrive  any  tiling  in  which  convemence  could  be  more  appa^ 
rent  than  it  is  in  this  *,  The  fitting  up  of  the  interior  is  in  tbc 
roost  sptendid  style,  and,  in  numerous  instances,  with  tlie  most 
elegant  taste.  The  cieliugs  of  many  of  the  rooms  are  of  curioua 
gilt,  fret,  and  mosaic  work ;  ibe  Venetian  windows  are  oma- 
mented  with  hauiisome  pillars,  and  also  profusely  gilded.  The 
marble  chtmney-pteces  are  all  handsome  ;  but  three  are  peculiurly 
deserving  attention,  for  their  exquisite  sculpture.  Two  are  in  the 
dining-room,  one  ornamented  wilh  a  sow  andpigs,  and  a  wolf;  the 
olher  has  a  bear  and  beehives,  finely  sculptured  in  while  marble. 
A  third,  in  the  state  bed- mora,  representing  two  pelicans,  is  ex- 
ceedingly chaste  and  beautiful.  The  marble  side-boards,  agate- 
tables,  rich  tapestrj',  silk  furniture,  beds,  &c.  are  all  in  the  same 
sumptuous  style  of  elegance. 

The  Statuf  Galfcrt/  consists  of  a  central  jrart  and  two  octagonal 
ends.  The  first  is  seventy  C\iet  long,  by  twenty-two  feet  wide, 
and  each  octagon,  of  twenty-two  feet  in  diameter,  opens  to  the 
centre  by  an  handsome  ^rcb.  One  end  is  furnished  wilh  books, 
and  the  other  wilh  statues,  &c.  Among  the  latter,  the  fitjure 
of  Diana  is  extremely  fine.  A  Venus,  clothed  with  wet  drapery, 
is  considered  exquisite.  *The  Saloojt  is  forty  feet  long,  twenty 

eight 

•  The  plan  of  HDlkliam  IIoBse  was  first  tlevisp*!  by  th«^  Earl  of  Leicester 
•ad  the  Earl  of  Bur1in<;tun^  aAsieteil  by  Mr.  Kent,  from  iW  designs  of 
Pailadto,  and  Inlgo  Juitesc.  Hie  btiildirijct  ^vus  Buperiiileiidrd  by  Mr.  lire- 
tin^^fmmt  whoat  wn  b»«  publiilied  PIan»,  Ekvalioiu,  &lc.  of  the  Stnu;tiire« 
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eight  wid€,  and  thirty-lwo  in  lietgbt.     This  rooirir  uppropriated 

for  pHiiiliiijjs,  contains  many  hy  tlie  most  eininciit  mahler>>;  bul 
they  Hre  tiol  excfiisivcly  preM^rved  in  I  [lis ;  a  vast  collection  belii^ 
dijitributed  nvcr  ino^t  of  the  aparltiicnts  throughout  the  bouse*. 

Iti  A  brii^f  sliiteiiienl  it  uitl  l>e  itiipoitsible  to  f^ive  a  just  siiid 
adequate  deljneiiti<)u  of  the  pleiisure-^roiitids  atid  park,  with  the 
varitiiu  objf^cts  which  euviruti  And  decorate  tliis  musetmt  of  taste 
and  ineat  of  bn<!piiality.  The  first  cutratice,  as  it  maybe  tertned^ 
is  by  a  Iriiiniplmt  arch,  timvly  imaji^ined,  and  its  effect  tieighlened 
by  several  clutiips  of  trees,  ivliicb  surrtniud  it.  Crossing  the 
turnpike  road,  a  narrow  vista,  thnmgh  a  plantation  for  a  mile 
mud  a  liulf.  exhibits  at  the  txl  remit  v  an  obehsk  standing  on  an 
emiueiice.  At  the  bottom  of  the  hill  are  two  lodges,  uhich  art 
ituall,  but  neat  structures.  Ascending  the  hilt  through  a  fine 
plantation  ncur  the  obelisk,  several  cfiarmiag  vistas  present  to  the 
eye  the  soutli  front  of  ttie  bouse,  llotkham-quay,  the  town  of 
Wells,  Slifkcy  Hills,  Ttiorpe  Lodge,  Overy-ipiay,  the  Iriumpbal 
arch,  and  ttie  villuge  churrli.  On  the  north  side  of  the  park,  a 
Inke,  coverin»  about  twf nly  acres,  extends  in  nearly  a  rectilioear 
direction  for  I06fi  yards;  it  inchules  a  small  bland,  and  the 
tbore  b  bold,  and  fint:ly  clothed  with  wood. 

Stiffkey  is  thus  described  by  Mr.  Arthur  Young.  "  The 
road  from  Wwreliain  by  Slifkey  U  through  a  much  more  pic- 
luieMpje  ctMuitry  tlian  is  coranionly  nitt  with  in  Norfolk.  The 
roa  1  iims  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  hmking  down  on  Slifkey  vale. 
The  vale,  ivlijcti  ia  composed  of  the  finest  verdure,  winds  iti  a 
very  hta  iltful  iiiaiuier  froju  out  of  a  thicket  of  woody  incio* 
sures,  and  rcttrcij  brhind  a  projectijig  hill;  an  bumble  stream 

gtidet 


t  A  catalopiif  rai*on*'e  of  this  fine  collection,  wmiltl  fiiniish  matter  for  a 
W'liroe;  anU  m  f^^ive  tlif  mere  Jiames  of  ihevulytTts,  Jke.  would  be  to  ex- 
clude inorr  ti  i|ii  rtant  df'Sf*rJ|>tioii,  Mltjle,  at  llie  Muie  time,  to  aelect^  juijidst 
40  tmitb  e\cd!*iicc,  in  ditticiill ;  and  if  dtn»e,  mij^lit  fail  to  gire  ttit 
Jesred  s^at'ifactiwn.  Few,  if  miy,  colteetiom  in  the  kiugdom,  coutaiu  *■ 
nottiiy  paiutijigs  hy  that  iuimiUblc  ariiat,  lUudt:  Lorraine* 
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gtlcles  through  it,  and  adds  a  cliearfulness  wliicli  n-ater  can  alont 
confer.  The  hills  rise  m  a  hohi  ijisiiiner;  llicy  are  bare  of  wood, 
but  that  is  compensated  by  the  thick  tndosures  in  which  Ibe 
village  15  scalU-red,  forining,  with  its  church  in  tlie  dip  of  the  hill, 
lod  that  of  Blakeuey  abnvc  it,  in  a  prou^fer  sitiiation,  a  most 
complt^te  and  pleasing  picture  ♦,"  The  scenery  i^  heighttnieit  by 
the  castellated  niausion  of  Stifpket  Hall^  which  is  now  m  a 
ruinous  state,  and  occupied  by  a  farmer.  The  hou*?e,  still  pre- 
tenting  &nnie  circular  lowers,  Sec.  was  built  by  Sir  AicAo/at 
BMcaUt  Kul,  Lord- Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  in  the  lime  of 
Queen  Eiizabelh.  The  arms  are  on  the  gale  way,  and  tlje  dale 
j6ot..  The  west  front,  with  two  embrasured  tower.%  present 
more  uniformity  than  most  houses  built  at  the  same  periftd. 
Situated  in  the  butlom  of  a  sequeslered  vale»  environed  with  lofty 
trees,  and  a  stream  slowly  meandering  by  the  side,  cast  an  addi* 
tionat  gloom  over  this  dilapidated  mansion.  At  a  small  dis- 
laoce  is 

Waeeham,  the  seat  of  Sir  Martin  Browne  Folkes,  Bart. 
Tbi^  domain,  iu  point  of  situation^  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  Norfolk,  The  view,  thai  stwidenly  breaks  upon  the 
traveller  in  his  approach  throngh  a  dense  wood  of  tir%  in  the 
road  from  Limdon,  is  peculiarly  striking.  It  dbcloses  the  house 
on  the  brow  of  a  genlly  rising  hilt,  ilanked  on  the  sides  and  back 
ground  nith  lofty  pbnUilioris  of  liAy  years  grov\lh>  whose  dark 
shade  forms  a  fine  coiilrast  to  the  brilliancy  of  the  Jandscai>e. 

Near  the  village  of  V/arehatn  is  a  large  encampment^  with  a 
triple  loss,  &c.  including  about  nine  acres.  The  whole  is  nearly 
f>f  a  circular  lorin^  and  tfie  ramparts  arc  at  present  thirty  feet 
high.  Two  other  entreticbments,  of  less  dimensions,  are  in  the 
adjciiiiing  parish,  and  together  are  known  by  the  name  of  the 
boroughs,  A  morass  near  the  largest  is  called  Sirmo  Meadow^ 
whence  it  is  inferred  that  they  were  formed  by  the  Dani^jj  leader 
Swayne, 

WELLS. 

♦  View  of  the  Agricnltnr^  Ice.  of  Norftflk. 
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WELLS, 


Tbougli  it  has  neither  fair  nor  market,  bT  charter,  is  t  innK 
»ca-port  town.  It  (x>ssesse9  a  good  harbour,  with  a  deep  ebatmd; 
but  djthcult  of  access,  ouijig  to  the  fthiAiiig  sandst  for  a  ilrmig 
north  or  north-eajt  wind  at  tiaies  proves  futal  to  the  sbififMog  ofT 
its  moutli.  rrom  not  having  su^cient  back  water  to  carry  ih^ 
ftll  out  to  sen,  it  has  toiig  l>een  accumulating*  to  the  girat  iigvr^ 
«f  the  port*  This  was  occasioned  by  enclosing  and  embanking 
the  adjoining  salt-marshcs  and  running  banks  across  »e\cra!  of 
the  creekst  which  has  hindered  the  spring  tides  from  expanding, 
and  the  neap  tides  from  (iowiog  u[)  the  creeks  as  ihty  fomierfy 
did  *,  The  causes  of  this  decay  of  the  port  t>eranje  a  subject  of 
litigation  between  the  heirs  of  the  tale  Sir  John  Turner,  Baft* 
and  the  merchaols  of  the  town,  which  involved  questions  of  great 
iniportuncc  to  tlie  proprietors  of  salt  marshes  on  every  pa/t  of  the 
coast  f.  l*ievJous  io  the  present  wur,  Wells  carrried  on  a  cmsi- 
derable  trade  with  Holland,  in  com>  malt,  &c.  but  its  trailie 
is  now  chiefl)  confined  to  the  importation  of  coals.  Lately  Ibt 
toHn  has  been  much  benefited  by  an  oyster  fishery. 

At  IIoufiHTON,  called  Boughtm  in  the  Hale,  and  Haughimt 
U  Dale,  in  di:^tingui>h  it  from  the  Houghton  inGallow  Hui»dred| 
is  a  snmll  ancient  C/ufpel^  which  appears  to  have  escaped  the  ob- 
servation of  BJomeheld,  and  Parkin,  as  it  is  unnoticed  in  their 
history.  By  the  annexed  view,  from  a  drawing  by  the  Rev.  E. 
Edwards,  the  building  appears  Co  have  been  oruamcnied  wiUi 
crocketed  pinnacles,  canopied  niches,  8ct* 
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•  Arm»trong\  History  of  the  Ancieot  nod  Prcftcot  State  of  the  Nai 
tloa,  6tc,  of  KLng'9  Lymi,  p.  13. 

t  ThU  vrss  6uAUy  decided  in  favour  of  the  merchaati  ia  tke  year  1794b 
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On  the  south  of  Brothercoss  and  Norlh  Greenhoe,  extendi 
in  lenglli  fifteen  miles,  ami  in  breadth  about  seven.  It  compre- 
liend^  a  tmct  of  rich  soil,  and  hijrhly  diversified  country. 
Ei^hleeu    parishes   belong    to   the  deanery  of   Bumhani,  in  th« 

Iarcii-deacoury  of  Norfolk ;  and  eleven  to  tlie  deanery  of  Toftrees, 
in  llie  arch-dcaconry  of  Norwich. 
*  The  sum  raised  in  this  district  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor^ 
in  the  year  1803,  was  5,934L  lis.  3.4d. ;  producing  an  average 
of  three  shillings  und  eleven-pence  farthing  in  the  pound  rate. 
This  hundred  contains  the  parislies  of  Althorpe,  Bagthorpe, 
Barmfv,  Busham  East,  Bmfi/im  North,  Bsaham  Weal,  Brooms- 
thorpe,  Dunton  (with  Dough  ton),  Fakenham  Lancaster,  Fulmo- 
desion  (witli  Croxton),  llelhm^hton,  Hemptan,  fhmo^hton-in' 
ihf'Brakf,  Nfftieatoftt  Prnsthorpe^  Pudding  Norton,  Rainkam 
East,  Rahham  SoutJi  SU  Martin,  Bainham  WesI;  Riidkam  Esat, 
RudJutm  West,  R^hnrgh  Magna,  Rt^hurgh  Parva,  Scoullhorpe, 
Sha-eford,  Smriug  Lirtle,  Stibbard,  %rfrr«fiwif»  Tattcrf&rd^ 
Taitetteti,  Tcnia'ion,  and  Tvft  Trees, 


FAKENHAM 


Is  a  sinfll!  town,  having  a  good  corn-market  weekly  on  Thur^ 

(]Bys»  which  is  nioslly  attended  by  the  merchants  from  Wells  and 
other  contiguous  ports.  The  quarler-sesaious  for  this  part  of  the 
county  were  formerly  lieid,  alternately  .at  this  town,  and  at  Wal- 
siiigham;  but  since  the  turn  of  tln^  place  has  been  removed  to 
Holt,  the  scssioiii^-house  ha<>  l^een  appropriated  to  a  school. 

The  Chvrch  is  a  large,  commodious  structure^  consisting  of  a 
nave,  uith  two  ailes,  chancel,  south  porch,  and  lofty  stone  tower. 
The  latter  has  a  fine  western  entrance  door-way,  with  a  large  wio- 
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dow  over  IK  Tliis  is  divided  loto  six  lights,  and  subdivided  Lj 
u  horiiEoiitdl  iiiullioo,  and  tracerv  moitldiiigs.  On  eucb  side  of 
I  he  door  is  a  canopied  niche,  and  the  buttresses  are  ornament- 
ed with  pciiindh^ng*,  &c,  Tlie  church  is  kept  clean  and  neat, 
iiid  in  it  is  an  omitniented  octangular/an/. 

Houghton  Hall,  in  the  parish  of /f<?M£r^/(m,  is  the  seat  of 
the  ri»ht  honourable  Earl  of  Cholmondetei/ ,  who  inlierits  it  fro« 
the  late  Horace,  Earl  of  Orfordf.  This  stalely  nuinsion  was  began 
in  the  year  1722,  bv  the  celebrated  Sir  Robert  Walpole|p  and 
tinished  in  the  year  1735;  during  which  tirac  the  founder  conti- 
nued prime  minister  of  stale.  It  is  a  noble  free-stone  structure, 
hnving  two  principal  fronts,  ornamented  at  ench  comer  with  a 
cupola,  The  west  fnnit  presents  a  double  balhistraded  flight  of 
steps,  and  over  the  entrance  is  an  eutablalure,  supported  by  four 
Ionic  columns.  The  wings,  which  contain  the  offices,  are  coo- 
necled  with  the  fronts  by  handsome  ballustraded  colonnades 
The  extent  of  the  priiicifval  front  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  feet, 
and,  including  the  colonnades,  four  hundred  and  fifty  fcet§. 

The  inlerior  contaiins  mimcrous  maj^nificent  apartments^  fitted 
up  with  the  greatest  taste,  and  in  tiie  most  sumptuous  manner. 

Tlif 

*  A  print,  representing  the  lowtr  part  of  the  tower,  b  annexed. 

t  Horatio,  hroiher  of  Sir  Robvrt  Walpole,  was  born  at  lloiietitoo. 
Dec.  8,  1678,  See  copious  Memoirs  of  this  gentleman,  by  Uic  Re^\  Wm. 
Coie,  to  t  vols.  B«o.  l&os. 

I  See  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,by  the  Rev,  Wm,  Coxe,  3  vols.  Bro. 

f  Few  modern  buildinE?,  either  in  public  or  daimestic  architecture,  are 
er(Mnl  to  llie  nobi*?  reniainsi  of  antiquity*  Tliey  convey  no  ideas  of  an- 
btiunded  hospitality,  bespeak  no  pride  of  fiunily  greatness,  impresi  no 
awe  of  enormous  wealth,  nor  call  to  our  remembrance  tlra  dignity,  power, 
and  iofloence  of  I  he  foinictcrs.  Hovffhttm  and  ihlkh/im  Hallt  are,  Iiowerer, 
exceptioni.  These  fi!!  the  mind  wirh  even-  tiling  tbat  maenificence  can  in* 
spire,  and  excitt  strong  image*  of  the  power,  wcaitb,  and  grandeur,  of  Hir 
lUititriocu  baildf  rs» 
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Tlie  great  hall  is  a  cube  of  forty  feet,  liavmg  a  gallery  niimiDg 
lliree  quarters  round  it.  The  saloon,  bad  it  been  proportiouate, 
would  have  been  tlie  Hnest  room  in  tlie  kingdom ;  the  length  is 
forty  feel,  breadth  lhirty»  and  height  forty.  These,  with  the 
library,  dinin^j  parlour,  drawing-room,  bedchamber,  and  dress- 
ing-room, with  doael,  ffirni  one  side  of  the  house.  The  apart- 
loents  of  the  olher  arc  a  drawing-room,  parlour,  two  bed-cham- 
bers, with  dressing-rooms,  and  the  cabinet-room,  Thougli  there 
are  (jtill  numerous  hne  statues  and  paintings,  yet,  whoever  has 
formerly  visited  Hon«;hton,  or  read  a  description  of  the  once 
famous  collection  of  pictures,  must  deeply  regret,  that  a  treasury 
of  art,  obtained  at  so  much  labour  and  exj>ence,  and  so  invalu- 
able from  the  taste  which  had  been  di^^plnyed  in  its  sclecliuo^ 
•hould  be  perniilled  to  pass  into  a  foreign  country  *, 

Raikham  Hall  is  delightfully  situated  by  nature,  and  the 
grounds  have  be«n  greatly  improved  by  the  late  proprietor,  fAe 
MarquU  Tawnshcnd,  The  buikhng  is  rather  in  the  style  of  a 
good  and  comfortiible,  than  a  magnificent  habilalion.  It  was 
erected  in  the  year  1630,  under  the  direction  of  the  celebrated 
architect,  fnigo  Jones. 

The  [jouse  contains  a  f<!*vv  paintings,  amonesl  which  is  the 
famous  picture  of  BelisarhtSf  by  Sal  vat  or  Rosa ;  a  present  to 
Charles  Lord  Viscount  Tounshen^f,  Secretary  of  State,  from  Fre- 
deric the  Great,  King  of  Prussia.  Mr,  Gilpin,  in  the  work  just 
referred  to^  lias  given  a  particular  account  of  the  composition, 
coloufiug,  effect,  flee,  of  this  much-noted  picture.     The  print,  he 

X  2  aays, 

'Ulis  fine  collection  was  xome  time  since  sold  to  tlie  lute  Einpres  of  all 
the  Riiisias,  previously  to  which  enjiTaviiifijs  had  t>een  made  from  tl»e  prin- 

mfui\  picture*,  and  publislied  by  Boydlei.  Thi*  work,  whicb  consiatft  of  120 
pialei,and  comprises  about  !^CK>  of  tlie  piclnres,  wasaold  in  fotiiieen  n ambers,, 
•t  two  guineas  c«di>  Horace  Walpole  first  piil)Ii»hed  a  de»criptive  catalo^n 
of  tbe  collection;  arid  sipokc  of  Mimost  every  picture  in  Ifrnis  of  praise.  Mr. 
Gilpin  visited  tbe  hoiwp  in  17<i9,  and  examiiiPfl  the  calltctioti.  Since  his  de- 
ccase^  the  result  orttrntexaniinatioi]  lia^  been  published  in  ''  Obstirmtkns  on 
9everalfntriJiof{heCf)i4nth'*9f  i'ambiidge  und  Norj'oikf'  Ike.  in  vrliich  are 
roany  jndicioui  ciiticiim*  on  tbe  principal  pictures. 
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my%  gives  but  an  iuadequale  idea  of  the  painting*.     Here  is  alw 
a  very  fiuti  Pmtrait  of  Maky  dk  Medicis,  by  Uubeus. 


LAUNDITCH  HUNDRED 

Lie»  to  the  south  of  Gallow,  and  extends  in  length  about  twelw 
milesj  !«id  lu  breadlli  nearly  ten  ;  con  i  pre  bend  ing  a  lar«re  tract  of 
ricb  and  highly  improved  land.  TJie  counlry  is  greatjy  diver- 
flified^  well  watered,  and  studded  with  good  houses  of  the  gentnr. 
This  diiitricl,  exclusive  of  two  parishes,  Colkirk,  and  Hoe,  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Brisley,  and  Archdeaconry  ui  Norwich. 

The  money  raised  for  the  niarnlenance  of  the  poor  in  the  jftr 
IS03,  antounted  in  Hie  sum  of  5,80'Jl.  12s.  Od.  being  an  avenge 
of  two  shilliij^s  and  len-pence  halfpeuoy  in  ihe  pound  rate. 

This  hundred  coiiliiirii  the  parishes  of  Bfeston  (with  Bitteriog) 
Beetfeif,  Bilnti/  l^ast,  Brisiet/,  Colkirk,  Dutiham  Great,  Dunham 
Little,  FAmham  North,  FranHham  Great,  Fransham  Little, 
Gatffff/t  Gressen/wlf,  Hoe^  Horningio/t,  hrmpston,  Lesham  East, 
i^xham  West,  Litclutm,  Longham,  MUtham,  Ottnck^  (cnai 
Palchlcy)  Rou^h/im,  Scamino-,  Stanfieldt  Swtinton'Morfnf, 
TiUleafmii  (cnin  GotUudK)  Weasenkam  All  Saiut?,  Weastnham  St. 
Peter's,  Uhidling,  WeUmgham,  llltiitsonsett,  ami  Wartfting, 


Ehnhenit  now  a  village,  was  a  city  and  seat  of  the  Bishops  of 
Norfolk,  from  about  the  year  6/3  to  the  year  10/5.  After  llw 
aee  was  removed  to  Norwichp  the  Bishops  of  this  diocese  made 
it  one  of  their  places  of  rcMdencc,  Bishop  Spencer,  in  the  time 
of  King  Richard  the  Second,  obtained  a  licence  to  embattle  and 
convert  his  manor-house  here  into  a  castle.  It  stood  on  a  sniail 
hiti,  siirrounded  by  m  enlrenchmcnt,  Which  is  still  remaining,  and 
includes  ahonl  live  aci  es  of  land.  The  inner  keep  was  also  en- 
compassed 

•  Xn  my  tonr  tliioufh  Norfolk,  in  1608 » I  trtvelled  nereral  miles  on  piir- 
po»a  to  fee  tliit  preture,  but  could  not  obtain  admusion  to  tlie  boufc.    J.  B. 
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compiissed  witli  a  deep  foss,  which  coniprclicnded  about  two  acres. 
The  few  remains  of  Ihis  palace  are  now  overgrowu  witli  briars 
and  thorns.  The  extensive  j>ark  wliich  belonged  ta  it  is  well 
stockt^d  witli  deer,  and  is  the  property  of  Thouias  Wiitiaiu  Coke, 
Esq.     In  this  pariah  is 

Elmh AM  Hall,  the  seat  of  Richard  Mtlles,  Esq.  The  hou&e 
itands  ill  a  fine  park,  whirli  is  ornamented  with  wood  and  water; 
and  seated  on  an  eminencp,  commands  a  variety  of  pkaaiog  views. 

In  a  piece  tvf  ^ronnd  called  Broomcbse,  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  village  of  Nou  th  Elm  ham,  a  variety  of  ttnt*,  without  co- 
vers, have  bt-eji  liusj  np.  These  were  of  divers  sizes,  colors,  &c. 
and  cojilnijjed  bones,  ashes,  pieces  of  gla^s,  melat,  ^c.  which  a[>- 
peared  to  have  hetni  partially  in  a  jiiate  of  fusion.  Jn  oiie  \va5  a 
luilfe,  four  inches  tind  a  huirtoug,  having  a  wrought  handle.  A 
dar;ger,  one  fool  long,  with  a  curiously  wrought  handle,  hill, and  bar, 
was  found  iu  a  ditch  ;  and  nUo  a  green  conical  glas^^^  four  inches  in 
length,  three  inches  diameter  at  the  bottom,  and  one  inch  at  the  top. 
This  was  probably  a  inchnjmatori/j  wliich  had  been  deposited  in 
an  urn.  A  great  number  of  nrns  and  coins  were  also  discovered 
in  a  field  about  a  furlong  south  of  the  village.  These  circum- 
stances have  induced  many  to  give  credit  to  lite  opinion  that  at 
this  place  was  a  Roman  town,  the  residence  of  a  Flamen, 

MiLEHAM,  a  considurable  village,  lying  on  Ihe  road  from 
Norwich  to  Lynn,  is  <be  birlh*ptaceof  that  great  luminary  in  the 
legal  hemisphere.  Sir  Edwarxi  CoKt.  He  wassou  of  Robert 
Coke,  Esq.  lord  of  this  manor,  and  born  iu  the  old  ball  which  ii 
now  dilapidated.  Having  been  bred  to  the  law,  as  his  father  had 
previously  been,  he  so  distinguished  himself  as  to  rise  to  its 
bigliefll  honours  and  emoluments.  In  the  early  part  of  his  career  he 
was  first  made  recorder  of  Nonvich  and  then  of  London  ;  he  then 
was  appointed  solicitor-general  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  Speaker  of 
the  [louse  of  Commons.  He  was  afterwards  chosen  altorney* 
geoeral,  in  which  office  he  continued  uuder  King  James,  who 

X  3  succesttv«ly 
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successively  appointed  him  chief  justice  of  botli  beDcbes*  He 
died  L€rd  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  September  3, 
A.  D.  1634,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age,  A  sumptuous 
altar  ntonunieot,  bearing  a  Latin  inscription,  in  the  chancel  of  ihc 
cburch  at  Tittieshail,  in  this  hundred^  records  his  acquirements, 
honours,  and  virtues. 


EYNSFORD  HUNDRED, 

Situated  to  the  north-east  of  Launditch,  is  about  twelve  miles  la 
lengtli,  and  seven  in  breadth  ;  the  lower  part  of  which  is  ivalered 
by  the  river  Weiiaum. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  for  the  use  of  the  poor*  in  the 
year  1803,  for  this  district,  was  7,6991,  5s.  5d.  making  ao  ave- 
rage of  five  shillings  and  four- pence  farthing  in  the  pound  rate. 

This  hundred  contains  llje  parishes  of  Afderfordt  Sawdesitell, 
Bifting/ifTdt  Bintree,  Bt^andhton,  Bi/fattgh,  Elsing,  FokI- 
3ham,  Foxkif,  Gufstwick^  Guiest,  Huckford  and  VVhitv^ell,  Ha- 
teringland^  HindolmstQn^  L}fng^  Moriott,  Rerpham  (writli  Ker- 
diston),  Ringhndf  Sail,  Sp^rkhmiit  Swanmngton,  ThaneU 
thnrpe,  Thuming,  Tw^ord,  Weston,  H^tchinghem  Great, 
Witckingham  Little,  Wood  Dalling,  and  Wood  Norton^ 


FOULSHAM, 

A  small  town,  having  a  weekly  market  on  Fridays,  was, in  tlieyear 
1770,  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  fire,  since  which  catastrophe  it 
has  been  rebuilt  in  a  more  couvcment  and  respectable  style.  la 
the  church-yard  is  an  ancient  altar  tomb  hearing  an  inscription, 
which  has  been  much  noticed  for  the  singular  disposition  of  the 
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Saxon  letters,  each  of  which  is  surniaunted  by  a  coronet, 
«'  Rob  art  Col  les  Ckci  ly  his  vif*."  The  wordi 
thus  divided  inlo  compartments,  record  the  memory  of  J^bert 
Colles  and  Cecehf  \m  wife,  of  whom  iiolhiDg  further  is  known, 
than  that  the  former  was  witness  to  a  deed  of  Ralph  Batemaiii  &:r, 
who  lived  iu  the  twentieth  year  o  King  Henry  the  Scventli** 
reign  f. 

REEPHAM,  OE  REPHAM, 

Is  a  very  small  town,  having  a  weekly  market  on  Saturdays,  a 
charter  for  which  was  obtained  by  Sir  John  de  Vaux,  iu  the  fifth 
year  of  Kiiijj  Edward  the  First.  At  one  I  hue  tlie  parish  hud 
three  churches  standing  within  one  sepuktinil  enclosure.  \n  the 
chancd  of  one  of  these  are  monuments,  with  etfi^ies,  &c*  to  the 
memorj'  of  the  ancient  family  of  Kerdrston.  In  the  churcti  was 
formerly  a  "  famous  image  of  the  Virgin  Marv,"  which,  hke  the 
shrines  of  Diana^at  Ephcsus,  brought  no  small  gains  totho%  who 
managed  the  concern ;  numerous  pilgrimages  being  made  to  it, 

Sall.— The  church  of  this  village  ii  a  hirge  stone  structure, 
and  consists  of  a  chaucel»  nave,  two  ailes,  a  transept,  and  a  square 
tower  at  the  west  end.  U  was  erected  at  the  expeoce  of  some  lord 
of  the  manor,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Sixth,  probably  by 

» Delapole^  Duke  of  Suffolk,  whose  arras,  quartered  with 

those  of  Wingtield,  are  in  the  east  window  of  the  chanceK  In 
the  pavement,  on  a  flat  stone,  is  this  inscription,  "  Orate  p,  a*  a, 
SiMONis  BoLEfN  capelianit  quioM.Sdie  mmsh,  Au^,  J  482. — 

X4  Hie 

*  Tliifl  a  titgrav«<l  and  piiblifthcd  in  the  Philosophical  Transact  inns, 
Ko.  18?,  and  is  copied,  bat  not  deciphpietl,  in  tlic  Mitqna  Britannia, 
VoL  111- p.  23'2.  A  more  acriiriite  en^'ravioi;  was  pnbli»liccl  by  the  Sorjfly 
of  ADliquarie*,  and  u  again  ^v«tt  in  the  second  volume  of  Ooiigli'i  Edi^ 
lion  of  Camdeii,  plate  IL  figure  5, 

f  lilomefleld't  Eway  ice.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  ^0% 
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Hk  jsret  Galfbih.  Boleyn,  qui  ohi,  25  die  mensu  Martn 

1440,  ft  Alkie   ujor  ejus,  et   pueror,  warvmt  qvontm  afak 
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Lies  directly  north  of  Eynsfard,  and  extendi  about  eight  miles  ii 
lengthy  by  seven  in  brtailth.  Tfie  features  of  this  district  arc 
comparatively  bold»  and  greatly  diven>ifit;d  by  hill  and  dale. 
Being  abo  gentrraily  weli  wuuded^  it  afiords  many  pleasing  pros- 
peels,  and  may  be  justly  slyled  the  garden  of  Norfolk, 

Tlie  amount  of  nuHiey  raised  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  in  the 
year  1803^  amounted  to  the  sum  of  7t79'1»  A  2s.  6d, ;  constitut- 
ing an  average  of  five  shillbigs  and  nhie-petice  iarthing  in  Uie 
pound  rate. 

This  Ijuudred  contains  Ihe  parishes  i\^  Balcf  or  Baithley, 
Blukcney^  Bodhnm,  Biinmughmn,  Brinitm^  Briaionp  €ley 
(next  the  Sea)»  Edgefield^  Glanford  (with  Baytield),  Gunihorpf, 
Hempstead,  Hotf,  Ilumvorthf  Keltins:,  Langham,  LtihiT' 
ingsetf.  Melton  Con^tabte  and  Burgh  Parva,  Morston,  Saii' 
htmse,  Sajiingham^  Shttf^ington,  Siody,  Swanion-AQin'Sf 
T^omage,  Wej/bourrif  and  Wivelon. 


HOLT, 

Which  gives  name  to  the  hundred,  is  a  neat  market  town,  plea- 
tantly  situated  on  a  rising  ground,  and  contains  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  houses,  and  one  thousiand  and  four  ti)habitanti».     It   for- 

luerly 

•  Biomefield's  Eissa>%  A:c.  Vol.  VIIL  p.  575.  Tliia  Geffrey  waa  father  of 
Sir  Gcfl'rey  Bole\ti,  lord  inayur  of  Londom,  in  the  year  1457,  nad  gr«at>- 
isnuidrallicr  to  Uueeri  Eltzubetb. 
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merlv  suffirred  j^real  biconveniefice  for  want  of  waltr,  which  was 
Decessarily  felcluMi  from  a  considerable  distance.  Great  part  of 
the  town  was  ffestroyed  by  tire  in  ihe  year  17O8;  since  which 
time  nnsny  good  hmi^jcs  have  been  erected,  and  the  Sei^sions* 
house  is  occasionally  used  for  holding  subscription  a^semblie^. 
Here  is  a  coasidemble  free-school^  which  was  founded  ia  the 
year  1556,  by  Sir  Tkomas  Gre^ham,  who  placed  it  under  the 
perpetual  dtrectiou  of  the  Fishmonger's  conipaiiv  in  London. 

Sir  Thomas  was  born  iu  \hk  town  iii  the  year  1507;  and 
cote  Hug  into  partnership  with  bis  brother  .Sir  Richard  Gresham, 
an  eminent  merchant  in  London^  he  becarae  a  distinguished  cha> 
racter.  He  served  the  oftice  of  sheriff  for  that  city  during  the 
year  that  his  brother  filled  the  majondty.  He  was  in  the  confi- 
dence of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  distinguished  by  the  appella- 
tion of  *'  mttrkant  rot/af"  He  materially  ns^sisled  tbe  great  Lord 
Burtetgb,  by  advi<4)ng  liini  respecting  commercial  relations,  and 
by  borrowing  money  for  tbe  service  of  the  stale.  In  conjunction 
with  his  brother,  he  projected  the  Iniitding  of  tlic  Royal  Exchange, 
in  London,  which  was  afterwards  completed  by  his  nephew.  Sir 
John  Gresham, 

BLAKENEY 

Is  a  small  sea*port  town,  which  was  formerly  much  frequented  by 
German  merchants;  but  has  now  little  Irude,  ekcept  tishing.  This 
place  is  celebrated  in  ancient  hi'itory  lor  its  monastery  of  FHutm 
Carmelites,  in  which  was  educated  the  learned  and  eccentric  cha- 
racter»  John  be  Baconthoepe  ;  a  man  possessed  of  so  much 
abstruse  metaplivHical  learnings  as  to  be  the  wonder  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived.  He  was  called  the  reisolule  and  subtle  Doctor,  was 
a  strong  advocate  for  the  philosophy  of  Averroes ;  and  so  blinded 
by  the  su|>erstition  of  the  age,  as  to  assert,  in  a  controversy  re- 
specting the  celibacy  of  the  clergy,  that  the  Pope  possessed  an 
inherent  right  to  dijtpeiise  with  the  divine  iaw$.  He  died  at 
London  in  the  year  134(i. 

Clby, 


J 
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Clbt,  anoUier  small  sea-port,  never  appears  to  bave  been  of 
nuich  coQscciutncc  ;  but  is  memorable  in  bistory  for  Ihe  following 
tDcideul,  which  occurred  bere:— In  the  year  1406,  James,  soil 
of  Robert  Bruce,  King  of  Scotiaud,  aiiU  beir  apparent  to  tlie 
crown,  being  on  a  voyage  to  Fraoce,  was  driven  bj  slrt&s  of 
weather  od  this  coast,  and  detained  by  the  mariners  of  Clev. 
When  taken  to  court.  King  Heury  learning  from  ibe  priuci's 
protector,  tiie  Earl  of  Orkney,  that  be  was  going  for  edacatioii 
into  France,  said,  *'  My  brother  of  Scotland  might  as  well  have 
sent  bim  to  me,  for  I  can  speak  French.''  The  prince  and  earl 
were  eaniined  in  the  Tower  of  London,  where  they  ccmtinueii 
seveuteen  years,  till  the  third  yccir  nf  King  Henry  the  Sixth'* 
reign,  when  they  were  released,  und  the  pnoce  immediately  suc- 
ceeded to  the  111  rone  of  Scotland. 

The  place  is  said  "  to  have  a  good  haven*;  but  at  what  period 
Mm  could  be  is  not  evident.  The  channel  to  the  sea  is  %*ery 
narrow,  and  could  never  have  been  uavigable  but  for  amall 
Tessels. 

Melton  Constable  is  the  seat  of  Sir  Jacob  Hewn/ 
Astfn/,  Bart,  The  bouse,  which  is  a  noble  square  mansion, 
with  four  fronts,  was  erected  by  Sir  JhcoU  A^tloy  about  the 
year  IGSO;  but.  has  stncc  undergone  i^cveral  alterations,  and 
received  some  ornamental  atldilious.  The  diapel,  grand  stair- 
case, many  of  the  rootm,  cielings,  Sec,  are  liiglily  finished ;  but 
the  house,  as  a  whole,  is  rather  convenient  than  elegant. 

The  park,  four  miles  in  circnm Terence,  has  beta  lately  much 
improved  by  plantations  and  other  attiticial  embelli^lmieuts*  A 
temple,  uvtar),  in  \\hich  is  a  fuie  collection  of  brrds,  church, 
porter's  lodges,  and  the  lower,  rjlled  Belle-Vue,  are  seen  to 
advantage  in  various  diricUuns.  From  the  biter,  wbicli  cnutains 
several  apart mcatn,  ele^'aiilly  filled  up,  is  uu  innnense  prospect 
over  the  udjncwnt  ctKiiilr}  and  the  &ca. 

NORTH 

•  Blomtfield'i  Eisay,  &c.  Vol.  IX.  p.  3*Xiw 
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iies  lo  the  cast  of  Holt,  aud  extends  in  length  about  eleven  mites^ 
siiid  five  in  brealh.  The  soil  is  fertile,  the  lands  principalty  ara- 
ble, and,  being  inclosed  wilh  much  limber  in  the  fences,  gives 
the  whole  a  pleasing  sylvan  appearance. 

The  money  raised  for  the  mainteaance  of  the  poor  of  this  db- 
trict,  in  the  year  1803,  was  S,555l*  33.  Z^d.;  constituting  aa 
average  of  ten  shillings  and  fiA'e-pence  iti  the  pound. 

In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  under  the  apprehension  of 
tj]vasion»  a  depot  of  military  stores  was  placed  in  every  hjuidred  ; 
and  this  had  in  store,  at  that  period,  400lb.  of  powder,  ^00  of 
match,  270  of  lead,  30  pick-axes,  30  shod  slioveU,  30  bare 
shovels,  9  axes,  300  baskets,  and  5  beetles. 

The  parishes  of  lliis  hundred  are,  Aldborough,  Jntin^h^m, 
Aylmerton^  i?jr?i(HCf/(iT»i  Nortliviood,  Bttminghamfo\sn,  Beck- 
ham East,  Beeston  Regis,  Bessingham,  CromeTj  Fetbrigg,  Gim* 
irigham,  Greshamt  Gnftfofi,  HanworfH,  Knapton^  Maflask, 
J)'IdiOft,  Mundeahy^  ?\orthreps,  Overstrandj  Mumstead,  Roug* 
tan,  BunctoTit  Skerritig/mm,  Sidrstr/ind^  Soufkrfps,  SttJjicM, 
Sutiead,  Thorp'Markttj  ThurgartQii^  Trimtnghanif  aud  Trunch. 


CROMER 

1$  a  smalt  town,  j^ituated  upon  a  cliff  of  considcrabEe  height,  and 
inhabited  principally  by  fishermen.  It  his  a  weekly  market  on 
Saturdays.     This  place  has  no  harbour*,  yet,  at  times,  cunsider- 

abk 

•  The  iiarbonr  fomiprly  was  at  the  village  of  Shipdenf  wbirh  appears  to 
liave  been  swallowed  ii})  by  tin-  ^ea  about  the  time  of  Henry  the  Funrtfa  ; 
for  a  patent,  to  coUicl  ftirrtaiu  duiiku  fur  thfi  erection  of  a  piVr,  waa  granted 
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able  trade  is  carried  on,  and  much  coal  is  imported  to  vi 
carrviug  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  Ions  burthen.     The  barpes 
lie  upon  the  beach,  and  at  ebb-tide  carb  are  drawn  atont;  side  to 
umh'tp  Iheir  car^roes  :  when  empty,  rhe  vessels  anchor  a  little  dis- 
tance from  the  shore,  and  re4oad   by  means  of  boats.     But  this 
landing  of  ^oods  is  attendetl  iiith  much  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pence;  for  the  carls,  though  drawn  by  four  horses,  owing  to  the 
fteepness  of  the  road  up  Ihc  cliffs,  cau  only  cari^  small  loads: 
and  the  shipping,   having  no  road-stead,  are,  during  stormy  wea* 
ther,  in  great  danger.     Cromer  Biiy  has  the  appellation  of  the 
J^evits  Throat.     This  place  is  famous  for  the  number  of  excel- 
lent crabs  and  lobsters  cauglit  upon  the  coast.     As  a  wateriog- 
place,   Cromer  has  attained  some  celebrity.     It  is  not  destitute  of 
comforts;   the  adjaceut  country  is  pict u rescue ;    and   few   sea- 
Tiews  can  exceed  this,  which  is  almost  daily  crowded  with  ship- 
ping.    The  tower  of  Cromer   Church,   one  hundred  and  tifty- 
niue  feet  high,  is  richly  ornamented  with  sculpture,  and  tlic  nave 
and  ailes  are  handsome.    About  a  mile  ea^t  of  tlie  town,  on  a 
part  of  the  clilf,  stands  a  light-house  *. 

FtLBRiGG,  the  seat  of  the  Right  Honourable  William  lllnd- 
ham^  stands  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  ahigii  trdct  of  land,  culled 
FelbriiTg  and  Sherringham  Heaths ;  and  is  ranked  amongist  the 
first  situations  in  Norfolk,  It  is  three  miles  from  Cromer,  The 
hou!»e,  which  is  partially  of  the  time  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  ha» 

l>eeii 

in  the  fourtfentli  year  of  RteliartJ  the  Second,  Blonu'fieJd'8  Esay,  Ac 
Vol.  VII I.  p.  lotj.— At  very  low  tides,  arc  atill  to  be  seen,  large  maaws  of 
wall,  whicli  pailors  di-nominaie  Stiipdeii  slecpic.  The  sea  makes  rapid 
encroaelimeiit*  an  tlie  chff*  at  Cromer,  as  it  does  on  ttitree  near  Brig^Utlielai* 
stone,  in  .Siisimex. 

»  l'\>r  iiiauy  particwtars  respectintf  Ihfr  »ce«erj%  »icws,  scats,  Ate,  in  tlui 
pari  of  tliP  county,  »ee  an  interesting  little  topograptiical  volume,  entitled 
*'  Cromer  couj^idtTed  as  a  VVatering-plaec,  witti  Oliservations  ou  the  Pi«» 
lortsrpit^  ScenerV  in  it*  NciKhhoorliood,  By  Edmund  Bartell,  jun.'*  ><* 
Qond  edition,  livo.  180U. 
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been  considerably  enlarged  by  the  Windham  family  at  different 
periods ;  and  from  the  improve  men  Is  of  the  present  possessor,  is 
rendered  a  convenient,  and^  in  soiui*  respects,  an  elegant  man' 
lion.  Many  of  llie  alterations  and  additions^  particularly  the 
fitting  up  of  the  hail  and  library,  in  a  style  corresponding  with 
the  ancient  south  front,  do  credit  to  the  laste  of  the  present  pro- 
prietor. The  library  contains  a  selection  of  valuable  books,  witk 
a  fine  collection  of  prints,  &c. ;  and  among  the  paintings,  are 
some  by  ReinhnmJ,  Bergliatn,  Vandervelt,  and  other  eminent 
roasters.  The  Park  possesses  tlie  advantage  of  having  several 
old  standius;  woods ;  and  the  present  proprietor  has  progressively 
added  many  plantations.  Mr.  Windham's  improvements  have 
not  been  merely  confined  to  his  own  demesne.  They  have  ex- 
tended much  further ;  Felhrigg  has  particularly  experienced  the 
beneficial  effects.  The  common-field-land  has  been  recently  in- 
closed, and  converted  into  arabie  or  wood-lands;  by  which 
means  the  property  and  the  population  of  the  district  have  been 
very  considerably  increased. 

"  The  imrisli  church  of  Felbrige,"  says  Mr.  Barlelt,  "  situated 
in  the  park,  is  a  pleaain*;  object,  particularly  when  stationed  near 
the  house,  where  tlie  trees  of  a  fine  avenue  of  oalis  and  beeches 
grace  the  fore-ground.  The  interior  of  the  church  will  repay  llie 
curiosity  of  the  traveller  and  the  antiquarian."  Here  is  a  large 
juarble  stone,  with  a  fine  brass,  representing  the  figure,  in  com- 
plete armour,  of  Sir  Simon  de  Felhrigg^  kniglit  of  the  garter^ 
who  lived  in  the  time  of  tfenry  the  Sixth.  Mr.  Bartell  has  given 
a  particular  description  of  this  brass,  the  amis,  &c.  and  an  ac- 
count of  the  priucitjal  pictures  hi  the  house. 

Two  miles  from  Felbrig^',  in  a  sequestered  spot,  stand  the  di- 
lapidated remains  of  Bfckam  old  Church;  which,  for  size  and 
other  circumstances,  are  peculiarly  interesting  and  picturesque. 

GuNTON  Hall  is  more  remarkable  for  the  extensive  planta- 
tions of  the  park  in  which  it  stands,  than  for  the  size  or  architec* 
ture  of  the  mansion.     New  offices  were  erected,  under  the  direc- 
tion 
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tion  of  3fn  liyaltf  in  Ihe  year  1785.  Gunton  is  the  scat  of  ib^ 
Ri^ftt  Honourable  Harhord  Harlford,  who  was  created  Lord 
Suffidd^  iu  the  year  \7&6, 

The  Chwrch  of  Gunton,  rebuilt  by  the  late  Sir  William  Har- 
bord,  Bart.,  is  a  huudsoine  luoderu  structure,  having  a  beauliful 
porticu  of  lUc  Doric  order, 

**  Two  miles  from  Gunton  is  Hanworth,  the  seat  of  Robert 
Lee  Doughty,  Esq. ;  an  cxrellciit  modern  house,  situated  in  i 
sniail,  but  very  pleasant  park,  well  wooded,  and  laid  out  with 
tttsle.  A  fam»4iouse,  and  the  parish  church*  which  stands  on 
an  eminence,  both  in  the  piiik,  are  very  good  objects,  at  seeR 
from  the  road*.'* 

Thorpk  Mahket  church,  recently  rebuilt  at  the  expence  of 
Lord  Sut!ieUI»  altracts  notice  from  the  simplicity  and  elegance 
which  the  arrhitecl,  Mr,  Hood,  has  conlrived  lo  combine  in  this 
fiii^ilar  edifice.  It  consists  of  only  a  single  ailc,  and  is  coo- 
itructed  wilh  flint  and  freestone.  At  each  of  the  four  angles  is  a 
turret,  and  eacli  side  is  terminated  by  a  gable,  surmounted  by  a 
sfone  cross.  The  inside  has  a  corresponding  neatness,  and  the 
windows  are  tvrnumcnicd  with  modfrn  stained  i^fasjt.  Here  arc 
thtee  family  monuments^  taken  fruni  the  old  church,  and  a  small 
one  hasi  recently  been  raised  to  the  memories  of  Robert  and  Wil* 
liaui  Mordm,  who  were  brothers  of  the  present  Lord  Sufficld. 
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So  denominated  from  its  situation  to  the  soath  of  the  himdrcd 
just  described,  extends  about  thirteeu  miles  in  length,  and  is  of 

various 


•  Barteira  Cromer,  &c.  puge  74. 
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various  brcadlhs  from  two  to  nine  miles.  It  comprehemls  a  tract 
of  rich  country,  bi'^^bly  ciilliviitcti,  well  ioliabilcd,  and  Uif*  face  of 
it  fidfly  interspersed  with  woofis,  streams,  villaj»€s,  churches, 
and  many  rcspectiible  seats.  Tins  hundred  constitutes  the 
deanery  of  Ingworlh,  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Norwich.  The 
sum  raised  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  in  tlie  year  1803,  araouoled 
to  15.1  111.  13s.  2|d.;  making  an  average  of  eight  thillings  and 
three-pence  in  the  pound  rate. 

This  hundred  contains  the  pari-ihes  of  -4/%,  Armw^Itrnd, 
Aifhham,  Beacomihorpe,  Bauninsrham,  Banungham  Little, 
Beckham  Weal,  Betaugh,  Blkkfin^,  Boot  on,  Brampton^  Bur^ 
rough,  Buxton,  CaUhorpt,  Ctuvsion,  Colhi/^  Coliis/ta/l,  Cor- 
pusti/,  Et'pbtgkam,  Havibot/s  CJrtat,  Hantboijs  Little,  Hrring- 
iuim,  Hofdon,  Ingiporth,  Hlcringham,  Lammm  (viiltt  Little 
Hautboy!))  Mannington,  Marsham,  Onlton,  Oxneati,  S^ijif- 
ihorpe,  Scoftow,  Sknjton,  Sfratton,  Sirawlesft  Swanton- Abbots 
Tkwaite,  Taltington,  tVkhnere,  and  lloltnion. 


AYLSIMM 

!'»  a  respeclable  town,  seated  on  the  soulUern  side  of  the  rivcr 
Burc,  which  is  im\tgahlt;  lience  to  Yarmouth,  for  barges  of 
thirteen  tons  bttrthen.  During  the  reigns  of  CtU'ard  the  Second 
and  Edward  the  Third,  Ayhham  was  the  chief  town  in  this  part 
of  tlie  kingdom  im  ihe  ihni^manufacture,  wtience  it  was  deno- 
mitmted,  in  records,  "  Aijhfiam  webs"  '*  chlk  of  Ai/hham,** 
&CC,  but  in  succeeding  reigns  tills  brandi  of  business  was  super- 
ceded l>y  Itie  woollen  nianuliiclurc^and  in  the  lime  of  King  James 
the  First  the  inhabitants  were  principally  employed  in  knitting 
irorstcd  slocking^,  breeches,  and  waistcoat  pieces. 

Since  the  inl  rod  action  of  frame-knitting  that  trade  has  also 
been  losl»  The  town  wjts  fnnncrly  gnvemed  by  t  builifT,  had  a 
weekly  market  on  Saturdays,  but  tliis  has  been  clianged  to  Toes* 
day»  and  the  tiutes  of  lioiding  the  two  aDuual  fairs  have  also 

been 
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been  altered.  The  town  cotilaiiis  three  buQilred  and  thirtv-tw# 
liouiyes,  and  one  tiiouskud  six  hundred  and  sixt^-seveo  mh^ 
bitants* 

The  Church  consists  of  a  nave,  with  two  ailes^  a  cbaocrl,  a 
lninsei>l,  and  squ.ire  lower,  surniouuled  b\  a  small  spire.  TIjjs 
ftrurture  is  sajd  to  have  been  erected  by  John  of  Ganni,  Duke  of 
Lanca:iter,  the  court  of  wliich  duchy  was  at  one  period  held  at 
Avlshuni.  In  a  MHith  window  of  the  church  is  a  painting  on  glass, 
of  the  Salulaliun,  finished  in  ihe  ^ear  15l6\  Tht /ant  has  basso 
relievos  of  the  fuur  eiublems  of  the  evaogelisis,  the  instruments  of 
the  passion,  and  ihe  arms  of  Gaunt ^  with  other  arnioriaJ  in- 
signta.  In  the  church  and  chancel  arc  numerous  old  brasses  with 
inscnptions, 

Tlie  Fref'schoolf  near  the  church,  was  first  founded  by  Robrri 
Jonnya,  who  was  mavor  t»f  Norwich  in  the  year  1517;  and 
further  emii>wed  b\  Arc'h!>i»>hop  Parker, 

On  the  front  of  the  county  bridewell^  the  following  inscription 
was  cut  in  wood,  and  lately  remained. 

God    save    oure    suppreme     ktng    Henry    th» 

HYGHT. 

Pbay  for  the  gmd  pro$pertfU  and  tustate  of  Robrrd 
Marsham  and  Jone  his  itj/fe  the  wiche  this  hmvse  ihry  cawsid 
to  he  made  to  the  honm^  of  the  towm  he  ihir  qwyck  lymM 
fines  1543." 


I 


Blickling  Hall,  the  seal  of  the  Honourable  WtDiam 
Asheton  Hurbord,  about  two  nules  to  the  N.  W.  of  Aybham,  if 
an  interesting  ancieul  mansion,  and  still  preserves,  in  the  genenl 
appearance,  arrangement,  &c.  its  origiunl  characteristics.  The 
nmnnr  was  owned  by  HaroUl,  afterwards  King  of  England,  in 
Edward  the  Canf»  ssor's  tune.  When  the  domesday  survey  was 
made,  one  part  of  it  belonged  to  Beamoc,  Bishop  of  Tlietford, 
and  the  other  nit>iely  was  possessed  by  Ihe  crown.  Both  were 
invested  with  the  privileges  of  ancieiit  danesne^wctt  exempt  firom 

the 
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IHic  liundreil,  and  had  the  Lete  wilh  all  royalties.  The  Contjtieror 
settled  the  whole  town  and  ad vowson  on  the  See  ;  and  atler  this 
ivas  (i\ed  at  Norwich  the  htslKip;  had  a  paiace,  or  country  seat, 
M^ilh  a  park,  &c.  here.  It  al»o  appears,  from  the  institution  books 
of  the  king's  itinerant  jtuilicej,  that  this  manor  was  allowed  the 
liberties  of  kte,  or  view  o^  frankpledge ^  assize  of  bread  and  ale,  a 
gallows,  tunibrell,  or  cuckins^-^ilool,  and  free  warren.  The  manor 
and  advow»on  continued  appendaiil  to  the  5ce  till  the  vear  1535j 
when,  by  exchange,  both  were  invested  in  the  crown,  and  King 
Henry  granted  the  advowson  to  Sir  JoAn  Clere^  Kiit,  ivho,  ia  1546, 
held  it  in  capite  of  the  crown.  The  families  of  Dagworlh,  Er- 
pingliam»  Pastolf,  Boleyne,  ^wf  Hobart,  have  successively  po^esded 
tb^  manor,  and  several  monnnniits  have  bi-en  erected  in  the 
parish  church  to  some  distingtiished  characters  ia  each  family* 
The  present  noble  nransion  was  built  by  Sir  John  Hobart,  Kut» 
and  completed  in  i(j2y,  wlien  the  domestic  ch a |iel  was  consecrated, 
lu  Blometield's  History,  Vol,  VI.  p.  5J>5),  it  is  described  a*>  '*  a 
curious  brick  fabric,  four  square,  with  a  turret  at  each  corner; 
tiiere  are  two  courts,  and  wilh  the  finelibnny^  ele«^nt  iviUlcrness, 
good  lake,  gardens,  ami  park,  is  a  p!t':i»ant  be/intiful  seal,  worthy 
the  obtervatiou  of  such  as  make  the  Norfolk  tour."  On  a  pro- 
gress of  King  Charles  the  Second  into  Ibis  county,  in  the  year 
l671»  Stt^phensoUf  in  hh  poem^,  has  the^e  complimentary  and 
quaint  lines : 

"  Paston  anri  Hobart  ftid  bring  up  l^lie  meat, 

Who  the  nest  (]«>,>  al  ihpir  mvw  bouses  treat, 

Pastou  to  Oxneadj  did  hi*  Hovereiu^  bring, 

Atttl  hke  Arauiiahf  otfert^cl  ma.  kiug. 

Blickling^  'J  tnouitrchs  aud  i  qnei'iis  has  seen, 

One  kiiij^  fetch'd  thctice*,  another  tiroii|;hta  tjueenfj 

Great  Townshtud  tf  the  treatv  bron^tu  u^j  ilie  rear. 

And  doubly  wras  ray  Lord  Licuteiumt  there." 

Vo  L.  X  i.  —June,  1 809.  Y  Th« 

*  Henry  l^be  Eighth  married  Anne  Bo'leync  front  this  home,  and  j'a  said  to 
bsYc  coine  here  prraaoally  for  that  purpose* 

t  Charles  the  Second,  with  his  queen*  visited  Blickliog. 


1 
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The  bouse  U  sealed  in  a  botloni,  atid  nearly  envirotied 
Urge  old  trees.  According  to  Mr.  Gitpin  "  the  moat,  the  bridges^ 
the  turrets,  the  balltetueuls,  are  all  tuipressed  \vtlh  the  ideas  of 
anliquity.  A  tale  of  v>ue  also  contributes  to  digoify  this  niausioD. 
It  vtas  the  birth-place  of  the  uufnrtutiale  Aim  Boleti.  Blickling 
is  now  very  expensively  titled  up^  aud  contains  many  graad  roorns^ 
in  which  the  chiuiuies,  ceilings,  wainscot,  and  other  ornaiuenU  are 
in  general  suiluble  to  the  aiitjqully  of  the  whole."  The  entrance 
from  the  court-yurd,  on  each  ^ide  of  which  are  raugec]  the  offices, 
in  the  same  style  of  building  with  the  house,  is  over  a  bridge  of 
two  arcbcSt  wbtch  crosses  a  moat.  After  pacing  through  a  small 
inner  court,  the  visitor  enters  the  Hall,  which  measures  forty-lwo 
feel  by  tlnrty-lhree,  and  Ihirly-threc  in  height.  This  opeas  to 
the  St  air  case  t  which  is  ornamented  with  various  small  figures, 
carved  in  wood  ;  and  has  a  gallery  at  the  top.  The  latter  con- 
tains statues  of  Anne  Boleyne  and  Queen  Elizabeth.  lo  tht 
different  apartments  are  various  portraits  of  eminent  cliaracters: 
autong  which  are  the  following :— Full  lengtliii  of  the  preivcnt  King 
and  Queen,  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds: — King  George  the  Second 
on  horseback : — Jiitfge  llobart,  in  his  robes.  The  library  room 
measures  one  htmttred  and  twenty-five  feet  in  length,  by  twenty- 
two  in  breadth.  The  park  and  gardens  comprehend  about  one 
tliousand  acres  of  land,  aud  are  abundantly  decorated  with  old 
forest  trees,  and  a  fin«  piece  of  water.  The  taller  eiiteuds  in  a 
crescent  shape,  for  about  one  mile  in  its  greatest  length,  by  nearly 
four  hundred  yards  in  cxlrcme  breadth.  About  one  mile  from 
the  house  is  a  stone  mausoleum ^  built  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid  ; 
in  which  are  the  remains  of  tlie  late  Lord  Bucking haxnshire  and  hi» 
fiiit  lady, 

WoLTBlTON  Hail,  a  seat  of  the  Walpole  family,  is  an  elegant 
modern  mansion,  and  was  built,  under  the  direction  of  Uipley,  the 
architect,  by  Horatio,  Lord  Walpole,  abont  the  year  1730.  It 
is  seated  in  a  large  park,  which  is  well  ornamented  with  wood 
and  water ;  and  near  the  house  b  the  tower  of  a  church,  em« 

bo«o]iie4 
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bosonieij  in  trees.    The  tower  of  tlie  parbh  church  is  circular  at 
boUutn,  and  octangular  at  lop. 

Id  Ihe  parish  of  BuxTON,  near  A^lsLam,  mmiy  Roman  urns, 
aod  other  ancient  reiics,  bave  been  found. 

South  Erpingham  is  a  village  of  much  local  notoriety, 
from  having  given  name  to^  and  been  the  residence  of  the  Erping- 
ham family,  one  of  whom  was  that  celebrated  chivalrous  Knight, 
Sir  Thmnm  Eipinghijm,  He  lived  in  the  reigns  of  Richard  the 
Second,  and  Henrys*  the  Fourth  and  Fifth.  Though  scarcely 
alluded  to  by  our  poUtical  hi^toriaiu,  be  was  constantly  engaged 
ill  most  of  the  wars  during  the  reigns  of  the  monarchs  just 
Bamed  ;  and  particularly  distingubhcd  him!>clf  at  the  memorable 
battle  of  Agincourt.  Froissart  describes  a  duel  which  was 
fought  before  the  kiag,  at  Monlereau,  between  an  English  knight, 
mltached  to  the  Duke  of  Ireland,  called  Sir  Thomas  ilapurgafi 
f  Erpingham) f  and  Sir  John  de  Barres,  *'  Thi^  duel  had  made 
a  great  noise  throughout  France  and  other  countries ;  and  it  wat 
to  be  fought  with  live  courses  of  the  lance,  on  horseback,  five 
thrusts  with  swords,  the  same  number  of  strokes  with  daggers  and 
battle  a\es ;  and  should  their  armour  Ikil,  they  were  to  be  sup- 
plied anew  until  it  were  perfect*/' 


TAVERHAM  HUNDRED, 

Which  is  bounded  by  the  city  and  liberty  of  Norwich  ou  its  »outli- 
em  side,  comprehends  aa  area  of  nearly  twelve  miles  in  its  longest 
extent,  by  seven  in  a  transverse  direction.  It  contains  some 
heath  knd^  but,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  city^  has  been  much  cul- 

Y  2  tivated 

*  TramlatJon  of  the  QirQiiiclea  of  Froiisvt,  by  Tbonsu  Jolmes,  £«q, 
M,P.VoKOt.p,l91. 
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tiyated  and  improveil  wilhiii  the  last  twenty  years.  Many  pUin- 
ladoas  and  seats  adorn  thU  p;iri  of  the  county.  It  gives  name  to 
a  deanery,  and  is  wit  (tin  the  arcbdeucoory  of"  Norwich,  The 
money  raised  for  llie  service  of  the  poor,  in  tfje  year  1803,  was 
5,5501.  Os.  5|d.;  being  seven  shillings  and  six-pence  in  the  an- 
nual pound  rate. 

Tills  liundred  contains  the  parishes  of  AttUhridge,  Beetton 
St.  Andrew,  Cation^  Croittwick,  Drayton,  Feithcrpe,  Frettm- 
ham,  Hat/nf^rd,  nfilesdon^  Horxford^  Horsfrad  (vvith  Staning- 
hall),  Horsham  St,  Faith,  and  Aorim  St.  Faith,  Rackheath,  So/- 
house,  SpLnrorth,  Sprowston,  Tuf^erluim,  and  Wroth^tfn^ 

In  the  parish  of  Ho RS ford  are  the  site,  moat,  Arc.  of  an  an* 
cient  Cmtlt\  which  belonged  to  the  lords  of  the  manor,  who  ob- 
tained their  name  from  tbe  pbce.  In  the  year  1 1-93,  the  bishop 
of  the  diocese  granted  the  inhabitants  of  this  village  the  liberty  of 
asking  alms,  for  the  jinrposc  of  repairing  or  building  their  church 
and  tower*  it  is  a  small  plain  building  of  one  aile,  a  chancel,  a 
chai>e1,  and  a  sc[uare  lower. 

At  Horsham,  now  called  Horsham  St.  Faith'«»  was  a 

jprior^ofBenedicline  monks,  founded  by  Robert  de  Cadoino  lord 
of  Horsford,  and  Sibillii  his  wife,  iu  the  year  1 105.  The  founda- 
tion deed  was  confirmed  by  Pope  Alexander  the  Third,  A.  D. 
11&3,  and  variouii  bequests  were  made  to  the  monastet^  by  dif- 
ferent persons  who  possessed  this,  and  the  adjoining  manor  of 
Horsford.  In  the  time  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  this  priory 
was  discharged  from  its  subjection  to  the  abbey  of  Couches  ia 
France,  and  constituted  indigent  At  the  Dissolution,  its  annual 
revenues  were  rained,  according  to  Speed,  at  1531.  2s,  3}d. 
which  were  granted,  with  the  rectory  and  advowson  of  Horsford, 
to  Sir  Richard  Southwell,  and  Eilwiird  Ellington,  Esq.  Hugh  de 
Crcssi  possessed  the  privileges  of  a  fair,  a  market,  and  a  prison 
here,  in  the  forty-first  year  of  King  Henry  the  Third.  A  yzvf 
considerable  fair  is  still  held  here  on  October  17,  for  cattle,  &c. 

A  Hospital 
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A  lUspital  of  the  Kni^lil»  Templars  was  established  in  this 
parish;  aud  in  the  cliiircli-yarfl  was  a  Cross,  which  Helen 
Carter,  in  the  year  1521,  ga?«auacreof  land  for  the  repair  of. 

Rackheath  was  formerly  divided  into  two  parishes,  with  a 
church  to  each ;  but  they  are  now  rncorporated.  Here  wm  li 
prhri/t  ihe  temporalities  of  whicli  were  valued,  in  WIS,  at  forty- 
one  .<ibillings  and  Ihree-pence.  In  the  parish  is  a  handsome  seat 
belonging  to  Eflward  Stracey,  Esq. 

In  the  churdi  of  Sprowston  is  a  mural  inarbie  monument, 
with  fijjjures  of  Miks  Corbet,  Esq.,  his  two  wives,  &c.  He  died 
June  the  l^tli^  lt»07  ;  and  had  been  one  of  die  registrars  in 
Chancery,  a  |>lare  worth  700I.  per  annum.  He  was  also  chair- 
man  of  the  commillee  for  scandalous  ministers,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived lOOOl.  a  year;  aud  was  one  of  the  judges  who  signed  the 
warrant  for  Ihe  execution  of  King  Charles.  At  the  Restoration 
he  tied  to  Holland^  where  he  was  pursued  aud  taken,  and  in 
1661  was  executed  as  a  traitor.  Wilhiti  this  parish  is  SrROWi* 
TON  Hall,  which  lately  belonged  to  Ihe  Black  well  family « 


TUNSTEAD  HUNDRED, 


To  tlie  north-east  of  Taverhanj,  extends  nearly  thirteen  miles  ia 
length,  by  about  five  in  breadth,  and  comprises  a  tract  of  rich 
and  well  cultivated  country,  which  is  pleasingly  variegated  in  its 
features.  This,  with  tlie  hundred  of  Happing,  constitutes  th« 
desmcry  of  VVaxton. 

The  sum  raised  by  a  parochial  rate,  in  the  year  1 803,  was 
4,S^061.  19s.  11  |d.;  forming  an  average  of  ten  shillings  and  seven- 
pence  three  furthings  in  the  pouud  rent, 
I  Y  3  Tunttead 


i 


S42  NORFOLK. 

Tunstead  conUlos  the  parishes  of  Atkmanhaugh,  Bncton^ 
Bm-tm  Tttrf,  Bee$t(m  Si.  Lawrence,  BradJUld,  Cfojtwighi, 
Dilkamf  Edingikcrpe^  Feimingham,  Honing,  Horning,  Hove- 
ton  St.  John,  Hoveton  Si.  Peler»  Irsttad,  IVfatiskfad,  PoMtm, 
Ridhngion^  Sco-Rmfon^  Sloley,  Smaliburgh,  SwajUld,  Tun* 
Mimd,  Wahham  Nortb,  Meat  wick,  IVitton,  and  Wor stead. 


NORTH  WALSHAM 

Ifl  a  market  tomi,  consisting  of  (bree  streets,  which  form  an  ir- 
regular triangle.  At  the  junttion  of  Ihese  is  the  parbh  church, 
the  tower  of  which  fell  down  in  the  year  17*^-  In  the  chaocd 
is  a  tine  mouument,  uilh  an  effigy,  Slc,  la  the  memory  of  Sir 
William  Pasimt  Knt.  who  died  in  16O8,  aged  eighty  years. 
The  knight  agreed,  in  l507,  with  John  Key,  a  freemason  of 
London,  to  erect  and  fit  up  this  tomb,  with  bis  effiijy  in  armoor, 
five  feet  and  a  half  long,  for  which  he  was  to  be  paid  200f.  Sir 
Wilham  settled  40L  per  antiimi  on  the  free-H^hool,  aod  lOl.  ft 
year  on  a  weekly  tecliirer. 

A  very  destructive  fire  occurred  here  in  1600,  when  118 
houses,  besides  many  barns,  stables,  mallhouses,  &c«  were  con* 
sumed,  the  value  of  which  was  estimated  at  20,000l.  In  the 
reign  of  King  Edward  llie  Third,  Bisliop  Thtrlby  built  a  market 
cross  here,  which  was  repaired,  after  the  above  fire,  by  Bohofi 
Red  man.  In  this  parish  are  meeting-houses  for  the  quakeiSi 
methodists,  presbyterians,  and  anabaptists. 

Broom  HOLME  Fhioey,  in  the  parish  of  Bacton,  was  founded 
by  Hitlittm  de  Glanmite,  A,  D.  1113,  for  monks  of  the  Cluniac 
order  *,  and  made  a  cell  to  the  monastery  of  Castle-acre.  The 
le venues,  at  the  dissolution,  were  valued  at  the  annual  sum  of 

lOOl. 

•  Speed  «nd  Weever  raeiiHoo  anotber  laoilMtery  at  this  place,  lor  Bene* 
dictiiiea ;  btit  they  appear  to  have  ctmhundeA  this  prioiy  with  that  ^ 
Broomhiltj  in  the  pariab  of  Weeting. 


i 
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IQOl.  The  remains  of  this  buttding,  ueai  the  »ea-stde»  some 
years  since  formed  an  inlerestin^  nim;  but  most  of  liic  walls 
are  now  incorporatpd  with  a  farm-house,  and  the  rooms  coii' 
ferled  into  domestic  offices. 

St.  Hennet's  Abbey, at  Holme,  in  the  parish  of  Hormn^, 
wras  founded  in  a  fenny  place,  called  Cowltolme^  where  formerly 
was  an  hermitage,  which  King  Canute,  in  the  year  1020,  estab-* 
lished  for  black  monks  of  the  Benedictine  order.  The  ample 
endowments  and  privileges  first  granted,  were  further  extended 
by  Edward  the  Confessor,  Maud  the  Empress,  and  other  royal 
personages.  It  vvas  one  of  the  mitred  abbies,  and  its  abboti 
bad  a  seat  in  the  house  of  lords.  The  annual  revenues,  ac- 
cording to  Spetfd,  were  valued,  in  the  twcnly-sixth  of  Henry  the 
Eighth's  reign,  at  6*771.  9*.  8d,  In  the  following  year  these 
revenues  were  exchanged,  by  Bisltop  Ruggr^  or  Rep]>es,  for 
those  of  the  diocese  of  Norwich*.  But  the  bishop  being  bound 
to  provide  for  the  prior  and  twelve  nionhs,  he  was  unable  to 
maintain  his  state  and  dignity,  and  obtained  leave  to  resign,  with 
a  pension  of  200  marks  per  annum  f.  The  abbey  was  originally 
built  so  strong,  that  it  appeared  more  like  a  castle  than  a  cloister; 
and  was  so  well  fortified,  that  William  the  Conqueror  tn  vain 
besieged  it,  till  a  monk,  upon  condition  of  being  made  abbot, 

V  4  betrayed 

•  miih's  Mitred  Abbies,  Vol.  I.  p.  iig. 

t  Tht  followinj^  ludicroua  versea  were  publislit:ii  ou  lite  bistiop'i  folly  lu 
making  tlic  excbange,  and  bis  rtsignation  i — 

"  Poor  Wil!,  thon  m^^fd  art,  and  ragged  all, 

Tliy  aUtey  cannot  blesa  thee  id  such  fume ; 
To  keep  a  paJtatre  fair,  and  stately  ball, 

Wben  gone  ii  ttieace,  wtiat  Aboiild  mauitjtjjie  tbe  lam*. 
Finl  pay  diy  debts,  and  lience  return  to  ceU^ 

And  pray  tlie  bles»ed  e^inl,  whom  thou  dost  servt, 
Tbat  others  may  malntatnc  tbe  paltacf  well, 

Ftr  if  th»u  itay'iti  we  all  are  like  to  itarvc.** 
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betrayed  the  place.    The  king  performed   the  coadition,   but 
hanged  the  now  abhot  a^  a  traitor* 

Some  fuundations  ot' the  walls,  which  iuclosed  an  area  of  thirty- 
five  acresj  are  yet  traceable ;  but  the  reiuairis  of  the  once  statelj 
buiiding  arc  now  no  more,  except  part  of  the  maoinificent  gaii- 
way,  and  this  18  partially  obscured  by  a  draining  mili  erected 
over  it. 

WoRSTEAD,  though  formerly  a  town  of  considerable  trade, 
and  timch  celebrity,  i^  now  reducetl  to  a  \iltdge ;  and  Ihf  niaau- 
fectuies,  which  obtained  a  natiie  from  the  place»  are  removed  to 
Norwich  and  its  vicinity. 

AVoRSTEAO  Hall,  the  scat  of  Sif  George  Brogiave,  Bwt. 
it.  rontiguoti«i  to  the  village,  uihI  is  a  coramoiiious  luamioiv 
seated  in  a  pleasaot  park. 


HAPPING  HUNDRED 


Is  lituated  to  the  west  of  thatof  Tunslead,  and  is  bounded  ontb€ 
eastern  sirfe  by  the  ocean.  Its  greatest  extent,  from  north  to 
south,  13  ehven  miles,  and  the  brciidth  ahout  eight.  The  chief 
part  of  th'iA  district  ctmsists  af  wftrrens,  commons,  and  those 
small  lakes  called  broarls.  The  villages  are  mo*<llv  surrounded 
by  inar^lies,  nhich  render  Uie  air  dump  auti  uuliealthy,  Thii 
butirtrcd  formb  part  of  the  deanery  of  Waxton,  tn  the  archdea- 
conry of  Norwich. 

The  sum  raised  for  the  maintemince  of  the  poor,  in  the  year 
1803,  amounted  to 'J^HS^l.  5s,  8<1.;  forming,  in  the  pound  rate, 
an  average  of  six  sliilhLgs  and  eteven-peoce.     Ey  an  act  passed 
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in  the  twenty  iifth  year  of  i\m  present  reign^  this  hundred  wa» 
iucfirporaferl  with  that  of  Tunstead,  exceplinsj  the  parish  of 
North  Walshani  in  tlic  latter,  for  parochiat  pur|)ose5 ;  and  a 
bouse  of  in(lu<)lry  was  erected  for  both,,  al  the  vilJd^re  of  Small- 
l>ijr*(h. 

This  hundred  contains  the  parishes  of  Brumf^fead,  Catfield, 
Uappiabttrgh,  iUmpdend  (uitli  Eccjes),  HirkHns:*  Horsry, 
inghtim^  Lessingham,  Ludkantt  Palling^  Potter  Hfigham, 
Ruston  East,  Stalham,  Suitaiit  Wakot,  and  Waxham, 

Ingham,  a  village,  was  formerly  the  property  and  seal  of  a 
distinguished  family,  which  derived  its  name  from  the  place.  In 
the  churdi  is  an  effigy,  Ijin^  on  amattras'*,  <>f  Sir  Olwrr  Ingh^im, 
in  complete  armour,  his  sword  by  Itis  side,  and  a  Hon  couchanfc 
at  his  feel.  Weever  <Iescribes  llie  canopy  as  (jrnamented  with 
the  sun,  moon,  and  stiirs,  *'  livf/tf  set  forth  in  mefal,"  The 
back  part  iippearsi  to  have  been  af  lor  tied  iiilh  various  emblematic 
Btatues  and  devices,  and  the  tielniet  was  supported  by  two  angelic 
figures.  Hound  the  tomb  »re  twenty- four  niches,  twelve  on  a 
side.  These  conlafn  an  etptal  number  of  fiLTures,  habited  in 
various  dresses,  representative  of  the  chief  mourners.  The  in- 
!*criptioo  is, — **  iMounsifr  Olvier  DE  Ingbam  gist  icy^  tt 
Dame  Eiisiibt'h^  m  coftiprtgne,  qvi  hi/  Ditttjc  de  ks  ftimes  oii 
mercy"  He  was  a  valiant  kin^ht,  and  i;reat  favourite  of  King 
Edward  the  Second,  ulio  ma<Ie  bun  governor  of  m  veral  of  hift 
caj>Ues,  seuescttal  of  fiasroigne,  auf  (lord  warden  of  the  marshes 
ofGuinne,  at  which  time  he  raised  a  larire  anny,  and  recovered 
the  country  of  Aguois.  Kin^  Edwar*!  the  Tl»ird  conferred  oa 
him  the  government  of  Aquituine,  and  a  grant  of  500  marks 
sterlin^%  and  77  J  sacks  of  wool  out  of  the  king's  wooi-kjif  ia 
Hani|>shire. 

On  a  raised  altar-tomb,  oniamented  by  alternate  niches  with 
figures,  and  fpiatre-foijs,  including  shields,  li«  rlie  rffii^i^s  of  a 
knight  in  armonrr  with  his  lady,  inscribed, — **  MonMew  fioger 
de  BogM  gi^t  kif,  et  Dame  Margarcta  m  frmme  auxi  rous,  qui 
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pawner  k^  priere  Dim  de  leitr  afmes  cit  merei/.  EUe  moraut 
ffin  notre  Sng^neur  mill,  treceni  et  qumtsieme,  S^  et  il  moraut 
fan  de  dit  nasi  re  Sei^nntr,   1300." 

A  smaH  College  was  annexed  to  tlib church  by  Sir  Miles  Slaple- 
lon^ for  a  prior,  sacrist,  and  six  canons;  their  duly  was  the  re- 
demption  of  eaptiies.  The  revenues  were  valued,  al  the  dincK 
lutioD,  according  to  Speed,  at  74l.  '2^^,  7^*  per  annum. 

Huston,  or  East  Rislcn,  \%i\\  be  ever  memorable  in  the 
annals  of  literature,  from  b«mg  llie  birth-place  of  Richard 
PoRSON,  who  was  the  son  of  Huggin  Porson,  the  paritb  clerk 
«f  this  village^  and  was  born  on  Christ mas-diiy,  1739.  TIiosc 
sciittillations  of  his  genius,  which  afterwards  broke  out  into  a 
blaze  of  fplendor,  and  marked  his  early  dawn^  having  atlmcted 
the  attention  of  the  neighbourhood,  a  Mr»  Norris  took  bim 
under  his  patronage,  sent  hrtu  to  Eton  school  in  the  year  J  774, 
and  three  years  afterwards  had  hiiu  entered  of  Trinity  CoUege^ 
Cambridge.  At  the  university  he  devoted  his  time  chiefly  to 
classical  leiirning,  and  in  this  pursuit  soon  obtained  indisputable 
p re-em ineiice.  He  was  elected  feltow  in  IJHl,  and  proceeded 
to  a  master  &  degree  in  1785.  His  acqubitions  in  Grecian  blent- 
ture  were  uncommonly  extensive,  as  his  criticisms  ami  emenda* 
tions  of  authors  in  that  language  will  evidently  evince.  Sucb 
was  the  superiority  of  his  talents^  and  the  impression  tbey  had 
made,  in  spite  of  the  religions  prejudices  excited  by  his  contro- 
versy with  Archdeacon  Travis,  that  he  was  unanimously  called  to 
tlic  Greek  professor's  chair  hi  the  university.  Having  been  di^ 
appointed  in  delivering  lectures  upon  a  language  and  species  of 
learning  he  adored,  he  then  turned  his  attention  to  literary  com- 
position, and  several  publications  afford  demonstrative  proofs  of 
his  profound  ability  and  elaborate  accuracy.  A  short  time  prior 
to  his  death,  which  happened  the  iptli  of  September,  180S,  be 
was  appointed,  by  the  London  Institution,  to  fill  the  situation 
«f  librarian  to  that  laudable  literary  estabbshnient. 

The  talents  of  Mr*  Porson  procured  bim  some  warm  and  zealoui 

frieods; 
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fneods;  and  it  is  barely  jualice  lo  say,  that  llie  Rev.  Dr.  Raioe, 
of  the  Cbarter-IIause,  was  perseverinsly  kind,  and  laudably  ge- 
nerous, towards  him.  Mr.  Savage,  Clerk  of  the  London  Insti- 
tution, ha*  published  au  account  of  Hie  last  illaess  and  death  of 
thb  eminent  Grecian  scholar  *. 


WEST-FLEGG  HUNDRED 

Lies  to  the  south  of  Happing,  and  extends  about  seven  miles  ia 
length  by  three  ii]  breath.  The  centre  of  the  hundred  rises 
boldly  above  the  marshes;  and  ils  agricultural  improvementi 
have  been  noticed  by  Mr.  Arthur  Young  f.  This,  with  the  hun- 
dred of  East  Flegg,  comtitutes  the  deanery  of  Flegg,  in  the  arch- 
deaconry of  Norwich.  The  money  collected  for  the  use  of  the 
poor»  in  ttie  year  1803,  amnunted  to  the  sum  of  1,0^21.  lOs.  8d, ; 
making  an  average  of  four  shilling*}  and  c!eveQ-])ence  farthing  in 
the  annual  pound  rate. 

This  hundred  contahis  the  parishes  of  AMtf  (with  Oby),  Bii- 
lockhy,  Burg:h,  Clippeshiff  Hemesh/^  Martkam,  Repps  (cum 
Bastwick),  Roileshift  Sanurton  East,  Somtrton  West,  Thume,  and 
Hmterton, 

WiNTEBTON  formerly  had  a  market  and  fair,  both  of  which 
are  now  discontinued.  This  place  gives  the  title  of  Earl  to  the 
family  of  Turnwrt  who  possess  considtinible  property  in  the 
vicinity.  The  village  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  fishermen,  who  are 
as  uncouth  in  their  manners,  as  the  element  is  rough  and  boiste- 
rous from  whicli  they  procure  a  precarious  subsistence.  East- 
ward  of  the  village   projects  a  promontory,    well   known   to 

mariners, 

♦  In  a  periodicsl  work,   caHed   '*  I^  Ubrarian,*'  9.  very  useful  publi- 
caption, 

t  Fannef'i  Tour  in  tbe  Nortli  of  Eof land. 
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antriners,  called  the  Ness  ;  which,  surmotmted  by  the  steeple  of 
the  church,  forms  a  good  land-mark.  On  this  point  a  light- 
house was  erected  in  the  sixteenth  century,  by  Sir  Williain  Ers- 
kine,  Knt.  and  John  Meldrum,  Esq.  At  present  there  are  two 
lights,  one  produced  by  burning  of  coals,  and  the  other  by  oil. 
In  the  year  l6(>6,  by  the  sea  encroaching  on  the  chffs,  several 
large  bones  were  discovered,  supposed  to  be  human.  One  of 
these,  weighing  tiHy-seven  pounds,  was  three  feet  two  inches  iu  ■ 
length  ;  and  on  exambation,  the  faculty  pronounced  it  to  be  the 
leg-hone  of  a  roan. 


EAST-FLEGG  HUNDRED 


J 


Lies  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  county,  aud  is  separated  on 
the  south,  by  the  river  Yare^  from  (he  county  of  Suffolk.  The 
higher  lands  are  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  the  marshes 
well  drained.  The  money  for  Ihe  use  of  the  poor,  raised  in  the 
year  1S03»  was  1,0181.  ISs.  lljd.;  muking  an  average  of  three 
shillings  and  six-pence  in  the  pound  rate.  The  two  hundreds  of 
Ftegg  were  incorporated  for  parochial  purposes,  hy  an  act  passed 
in  the  twenty-tit\h  year  of  his  present  majesty's  reigo ;  and  a 
house  of  industry  for  the  poor  of  both,  was  erected  at  Rolleftby 
ha  tlie  year  1 777* 

This  hundred  contains  the  parislies  of  Cfl?«^(T  (next  Yarmouth), 
/i/%,  Mauthif,  Orm.sbtf  St.  Margeret  (with  Scralby),  Ormhtf 
Sti  Michael,  Runham,  Stekesby  (cum  Herringby),  Thrigbif,  and 
the  town  of  Great  Yarmouth, 

CaisteRi  in  Domesday-book  written  Casire,  derives  its  name 
from  an  ancient  encampment ,  lAhich  was  formerly  here,  but 
which  has  becH  nearly  obliterated  by  ploughing,  and  by  other 
iinprovenienb.  Sprlman  and  Parkin  place  the  Garionimum  of 
the  Romans  at  Caisler;  but  Camden,  Ives,  and  other  later  anti- 
quaries, describe  it  at  Burgh :    the   exbling  remains  at  which 

places 
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placet  antl  llic  arguments  advanced,  seem  demonstratively  to  prove 
that  the  latter  was  the  site  of  the  station.  A  tradition,  howtver, 
corroborated  by  an  aocictit  chart  of  the  mouth  of  the  Yare, 
supposed  to  be  drawn  about  A.  D.  1000,  shews  that  the  river 
had  formerly  two  chaniieb ;  one  to  the  north  by  Caister^  and  the 
other  to  the  south,  by  Garlcston.  The  site  of  the  present  Yar- 
mouthf  was,  at  that  period,  a  large  sand  bank,  and  called  Cardie 
$hare ;  from  a  Saxon  prince  of  that  name  having  first  landed 
there,  A.  D.  495.  That  this  was  the  case,  appears  probable 
from  die  notice,  in  records,  of  the  sea  having  overspread  all  the 
marshes  on  the  hanks  of  the  Yare,  and  Bowed,  as  deli  oca  led  in 
tlie  chart,  up  to  Norwich.  Two  fortresses,  therefore,  erected, 
one  at  the  entrance  of  each  channel,  for  the  defence  of  a  parti* 
cular  port,  might  be  de^tt^ated  as  one  station.  The  river  Yare  if 
called  GariensiSf  by  Piolomy,  and  the  two  stations  on  it,  might 
receive  the  appellation  of  Gnrhnonum.  In  a  similar  manner, 
two  fortresses,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river  Avon,  near  Bristol, 
are  included  in  the  station,  Ahone, 

About  two  miles  west  of  the  ancient  fortifications  are  the  re- 
mains of  Ciiistir  Cfistkj  which  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  oldest 
brick  mansions  in  the  kingdom*  Mr.  Grose,  however,  thinks  it 
is  not  of  earlier  date  than  the  year  144^,  when  it  is  said  to 
have  been  erecteil  by  Sir  John  FaslolC  Though  tm  reference  to 
this  place  is  made  in  our  general  histories ;  yet,  after  it  came  into 
the  possession  of  5ir  John  Paston,  Knight,  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward the  Fourth,  it  was  twice  besieged ;  once  by  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  and,  again,  by  the  Lord  Scales  *. 

It  appears,  from  the  descrtpliou  of  William  of  Worcester*  to 

liave 

•  Itineraria  deWillclwt  t(e  Worcestrc,  Alliidine  to  the  first,  Jobn 
Paston,  Es(f.  writes,  iu  tbe  year  1169,  to  Sir  Jolin  Fallon  U«»:— "  We 
were  sore  lack  of  victuak  and  gur>powder:  mvn*»  bearti  lack  of  aurety  of 
rescue  fwerc)  diiven  theruto  to  taktf  a|>poiutaicnt,"  Collection  of  Lellcra, 
publistied  by  Sir  Joim  I'Viii^  res^peciiiii;  tlie  traiuactioiis,  during  the  coo> 
teutioDs  or  Uiejipo  rawi:  tbe  diukest  |»eriad  of  EagUah  history. 
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liave  be€D  a  noble  castellated  mansion,  furiniiig  a  rectangidaf 
paralldugraiD,  and  was  entered  by  a  drawbridge  over  a  moaip 
"whicb,  through  a  creeks  at  that  tloie,  couuiiunicated  with  tbe 
sea.  An  embattled  brick  tower,  one  hundred  feet  bigb,  is  still 
standing  at  the  north-west  comer,  and  tbe  west  and  oortb  walb 
also  remain;  but  the  south  aod  east  sides  are  levelled  to  tbe 
ground.  Eastward  of  the  castle  stood  a  cofkge,  tbe  buildiiigs  of 
which  formed  Ibrec  sides  of  a  spacious  square. 

Sir  John  Fastolff  was  born  at  this  place,  which  belonged 
to  his  father,  in  tbe  year  1 377.  He  soon  entered  ypoa  a  niilitarj 
career,  and  having  received  au  appointment  under  the  Englisb 
regency  in  France,  he  signahzcd  himself  by  many  acts  of  braven^, 
during  a  forty  years  campaign.  In  the  course  of  this  period,  be 
was  made»  in  the  tield  of  battle,  knight  banneret,  a  baron  of 
France,  knight  of  the  garter,  marshal  of  the  regent's  household, 
the  king's  lieutenant  in  Normandy,  and  progressively  appointed 
to  various  other  public  offices.  After  his  return  to  Caister,  be 
was  constantly  exercised  in  acts  of  hospitality,  munificence,  and 
chanty ;  became  a  founder  of  rettgious  and  other  ediitces,  a  ge- 
nerous patron  of  learning,  an  eticourager  of  piety,  and  a  beoe- 
factor  to  tlie  poor.  Yet  this  truly  great  and  eminent  cbarader 
bas^  by  a  quibble  on  the  name,  been  by  bypercritics,  supposed 
the  Sir  John  Fahtiiff,  which  our  iuimortal  bard  has  eibibited 
through  his  plays,  in  tbe  various  charaders  of  an  old,  humourous, 
vaporing,  cowardly,  lewd,  lying,  drunken,  and  necessitous  de* 
bauchee,  who  was  coustanlly  lounging  about  Prince  Henry's  court. 
Never  were  two  characters  more  strongly  and  distinctly  con- 
trasted. When  Prince  Heni^  was  degrading  his  high  birth  by 
associating  witli  a  Falslaff,  the  Norfolk  hero  was  honourably  em- 
ployed, tighting  tbe  battles  of  bis  country  in  France.  Fastoltf, 
on  record,  was  heir  to  large  estates,  and,  afterwards,  immensely 
rich.  The  poetical  Falstaff  was  nearly  three  score  years  of  ag« 
at  tlie  battle  of  Shrewsbury,  A.  D.  1403;  when  the  bistoiic 
Fastoli'  was  not  more  than  tweoty-siiL.    The  former  ended  his 
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Career  ioou  after  Prince  Hetiry  ascended  the  throne — the  latler 
survived  King  Henry  the  Fiilli  ao  less  than  thirty-^ ven  years*. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH. 


The  first  tnentioTi  of  this  town  is  in  Dotne^ay-book,  whence 
It  may  be  itiferrcd,  timt  it  bad  origiualed  in  the  early  part  of  th« 
Anglo-San  oil  dynasty.  As  the  saud-bauk  oti  wliicb  it  stands  gra« 
dually  liecuTiie  tirni  ground^  tbe  lisbernien,  who  frequented  this  part 
of  the  coast»  erected  temporary  habitations ;  and  finding  it  a  con- 
venient place  for  tbelr  occupation,  many  took  up  their  residettce 
here.  Such  has  been  getieraity  tiie  stale  of  couinierce  in  its  iu- 
fiiticy«  and  such  was  the  origiu  of  this  port,  which  lias  progres- 
sively augmented  in  iyhc  and  commercial  consequence.  About  the 
year  1040»  the  uorthern  chanucl  of  the  Yare  began  to  be 
obstructed  by  saad«  which  induced  the  inhabitants  to  move  their 
dwellings  towards  the  southern  branch  of  the  river.  The  town 
quickly  increased  from  the  influx  of  foreignersj  who  came  to 
this  mart  for  the  sale^  and  purchase  of  fi^h;  and  in  process  of 
time  it  became  liie  most  fiourisbing  sea-port  town  on  this  part 
of  llie  English  coast. 

Having  acquired  some  degree  of  importance,  it  was  deemed 
neccssiary  to  provide  for  its  security,  by  more  effectual  means  than 
its  natural  barriers.  Accordingly,  in  answer  to  a  pililton  of  the 
inhabitants*  King  Heury  the  Third  granted  Litem  permission  to 
erect  wtdJs,  and  environ  the  town  with  a  moat,  These  works  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  commenced  till  the  year  1 CS5,  although 
murage  had  been  previously  granted  and  paid.  The  walls  were  suc- 
ceeded by  the  siuktng  of  a  moat»  over  which  bridges  were  thrown 
at  every  gale.  Thus  fortified,  the  town  was  considered  to  l>e  im- 
pregnable by  any  missile  en*^ine$  then  in  use.  Bui  upon  war  having 
been  declared  against  France,  in  the  year  1545^  a  large  rampire 


*  See  a  Joo^  accoaAt  of  FaatoLff  iu  Uie  Bi4>grapiiii  firitaaniea. 
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was  thrown  up  on  Ibe  easteni  $ide»  as  an  additional  defence :  and 
in  1557  tl»i*i  was  ftirllier  extended,  but  nol  coni[>let(.'d  tiU  the  Year 
1587-  I«»  coiiS4^iiuence  of  the  Spanish  armada  buvering  off  the 
coast,  it  was  deemed  adviseable  to  erect  otber  works.  In  1588, 
the  deputy-IJeutenunls  and  Justices  juet,  and  assessed  on  tlie 
Couut\  the  sum  of  l,353l.  46.  pd.  for  the  further  defence  of  this 
town ;  and  a  strong  garn»ou  was  quartered  in  it.  A  bcKiin  wis 
laid  across  the  river,  and  a  uioutid  of  earth  was  raiiCMi 
than  llie  walls,  called  the  South  Mouiit»ou  which  were  placed 
veral  large  pieces  of  ordnance. 

Little  distinguished  in  ir*  military  aimab,  the  Catttc  of  Yar- 
mouth has  scarcely  be^n  mentioned  in  history.  It  was  probably 
built  scK)ti  after  the  town  was  iiuniured.  It  hud  four  turrets,  or 
watcb-tower»,  with  a  beacon  on  the  top  ;  and  stood  in  the  centre 
of  the  lown.  In  1650,  the  corporation  appropriated  this  build- 
ing to  be  mti\  m  the  gaol.  During  subsequent  periods  of  alaim, 
fire  beacons  were  again  erected,  and  llie  castle  repaired*  The 
upper  |>art  was  taken  down  in  1620  ;  and  in  the  following  year  the 
whole  of  the  fitbric  was  ordered  to  be  dismantled  and  demD> 
lisbed*. 

Intl)e\ear  ]642,  Yarmouth  having  declared  for  tlic  parliament, 
the  inhabitants  proceeded  to  put  the  pince  in  the  be^t  pOKible 
tlate  of  defence ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  Independents  had  acquired 
an  ascendancy  in  the  state,  that  the  people  would  permit  a  gitn^ 
ion  to  be  sent  iuto  the  town. 

The  modern  defence  of  Yarmouth  ia  by  three  forts,  which  were 
erected  on  the  verge  of  the  beach,  during  the  Americau  war,  and 
mounted  with  lhirty'two-|H)unders.  The  harbour  also  is  defended 
by  two  bastions  of  a  mural  construction,  with  two  smaller  bdAtioos; 
one  at  the  extremity  of  the  denes^  or  s;mds,  and  the  oUier  00  an 
elevated  spot  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  water. 

Barracks,  capable  of  containing  a  thousand  men,  are  built  on 

tW 

•  Mannscript  account  of  Great  Yarmouth,  by  Jolrn  Andrews,  raetduati 
written  about  the  >ear  1740. 
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the  beach ;  and  an  Armoury  lias  latdy  been  erected  under  ttie 
direction  of  Mr*  WyatL  Tliis  buildjng  stands  on  the  western 
side  of  the  town,  and  is  calculated  to  contain  10,000  stand  of 
arms,  besides  a  Icirge  assentblage  of  naval  stores. 

In  the  ttnie  of  the  Norman  survey,  a  Cbnrch  was  standing  io 
thfs  place  ;  and  it  is  recorded,  that  Herbert,  Bishop  of  Norwich, 
bnill  a  cliapel,  for  pmyers  to  be  offered  up  lor  all  persons  trading 
to  or  from  this  port.  Soon  afterwards  a  more  commodious 
church  was  erected^  and  dedit^aled  to  St»  Nicholus;  to  ^hich 
many  persons,  concerned  in  the  fisheries,  made  numerous  ob- 
lations. Near  this  building  the  sarne  prelate  founded  a  monastfrjf 
for  black  monks,  and  made  it  a  cell  to  the  priory  at  Norwich. 
In  succeeding  times  .several  other  isiinihu  foundatious  were 
formed  by  the  charity  and  liberality  of  difterent  persons ;  but  of 
such  btittdings  no  vestiges  remain,  excejit  part  of  an  liospttal^ 
which  is  converted  into  a  bouse  for  a  grammar-schooL 

A  grand  mart,  or  fair,  for  the  sale  of  herrings,  haviug  been 
granted  to  llie  barons  of  the  Ciitque  Ports,  they  deputed  certain 
officers,  as  their  battiffs,  to  superintend  and  regulate  the  annual 
business  transacted  on  that  occasion,  tu  these  commissioned 
officers  may  be  seen  the  tirsit  municipal  jurisdiction  of  Yarmouth ; 
and  the  Cinque  Ports  appear  to  liave  continued  to  exercise  their 
prerogative  flurin*^  the  continuance  of  lhe/rff-/di>,  long  subsequent 
to  the  time  when  the  town  was  cotiitituted  a  burgb ;  their  bailiffi 
having  been  admitted  into  court,  to  hear  and  determine  causes, 
ia  conjunctiun  with  the  magistrates  of  the  town*.     King  Henry 
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*  Tlie  IttigaitloiiH  and  contentions  irccmsioDed  by  the  cla^^biiiK;  interests  of 
the  two  Jurisdictional  it  k  ^mid,  were  terratnatedl  by  the  kiii^%anii  hisi  council, 
in  the  teiitli  year  of  EdwarJ  the  Third's  reign.  But  dispute  between  the 
inbabitantit  of  Yarmouth  and  those  ol'  I^'Mesloft  continued  till  the  second 
year  of  Hcnrj'  the  FoiirtJij's  reign,  wbcu  an  adjuslmeul  was  agreed  to. 
Neither  of  the  decisions,  however,  were  etfcctuaJ,  for  in  tine  year  1574, 
it  was  proposed  that  a  bill  should  he  laid  t^etore  jiarhauj^eat  To  make  Yai* 
mouth  one  of  the  Cinque  Porttj  bnt  the  iocarporAtion  appear*  never  to 
have  been  etfccted. 
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the  Fir!>^  A.  D.  11 09*  took  the  place  under  his  protection,  wad 

fippointpd  a  pfoveruor,  called  preposituSf  or  llic  provost.  In  the 
vear  1208,  by  a  charter,  dated  at  Marlborough,  in  Wiltshire, 
Kiug  John  erected  the  town  into  a  frre  burghs  and  granted  it 
many  immHuities*  on  condition  of  its  paying  a  fee-farm  rent 
of  tifl)-five  pounds  aimually,  for  ever,  in  lieu  of  customs  ansing 
from  the  port.  Different  Charters,  to  the  number  of  tnenty- 
live,  uerc  obtained  from  succeeding  inonarchs,  by  which  the 
corporate  powers  and  privileges  were  much  extended.  The  last, 
granted  by  Queen  Anne,  March  H,  1702,  seHled  the  mode  of 
government  in  its  present  fonu.  Under  this  tlie  corporation  con- 
sists of  a  mayor*  high  steward^  sub-steward,  recorder,  eighteen 
aldermen,  inclusive  of  the  ma) or,  thirty-six  common  council- 
inen,  a  town-clerk,  two  chamberlains,  a  water-baihlT,  and  other 
inferior  officers. 

The  mayor',  high  steward,  recorder,  sub-steward,  and  sueh 
aldermen  who  have  previously  served  the  oflice  of  mayor,  are 
justices  of  the  peace  during  their  cimtinuance  in  their  respective 

offices. 


•  The  mode  of  electing  tlie  mayor,  &c.  of  YarnnDutli  is  sioguUr.  In  H9tf 
an  ftwembJy  of  iweJvc  burgesses  agreed  to  certain  oriliuance^,  which  wert 
ratified  by  Sir  James  Hobart,  then  attorney-general.  In  these  it  w«  de* 
creed,  that  on  the  29th  of  August,  annoaliy,  an  inqaest  should  be 
of  twelve  persons,  who  were  to  he  locked  up  in  llie  hall,  i^ithout 
drink,  lire,  or  eondte,  till  nine  of  tJiem  agreed  in  the  choice  of  a  mayor 
and  othvT  officers.  The  names  of  twenty-four  persons,  either  comiiioii 
cowtirilmen,  or  freemen,  are  t>ut  into  ibur  hafs,  and  three  frora  each  are 
drawn  out  by  a  [lerson^  called  an  '  /nwimi/  to  form  the  inquest.  Thu 
mode  k  Ktill  adopted,  and  a  child  is  employed  as  the  lunoecnr.  SocJi  ao 
imparttal  plan  of  election  ia  not,  however,  very  congenial  lo  the  spirit  of 
intrigue  and  p.irty  xeal,  which  romnionly  characterise  the  civil  and  political 
elccJio net  ring  proceedings  of  Engtaiid  ;  and  which  are  too  geoemlly  preva* 
lent  hoth  in  appointing  corporation  officers,  and  members  of  the  aenale. 
Private  friendship,  bribery,  or  ^ome  other  undue  inDitencc,  h  ottta  ei- 
ertetl  to  seduce  majorities,  and  obtain  nomiDalion,  even  where  the  coi]fiti> 
ttilion  has  heen  so  cautkuialy  planned  as  iti  the  |»resent  inalanee,  A»  Uiui' 
tratiit^  of  tbks  fact,  wc  dad,  that  in  the  year  1755,  the  burgcSKs,  who  were 
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!s.  The  cor|M)ralioii  •  are  investcf!  witli  extensive  privileges. 
Tliey  have  a  court  of  record,  aiid  afiniirallv*  ajnl  their  juris- 
diction,  as  conservators  of  rivers,  extends  up  I  he  Wavcney  ten 
miles,  !(ie  Yare  ton  miles,  and  the  Birre  ten  miles;  wilhin  wFiich, 
tn  legal  process  and  execution,  they  only  can  empower  officers 
tu  act,  Yarnioiith  jsent  intMiibers  to  parhameiu  in  the  rei^n 
of  Edward  I  he  Fiisl,  equally  early  witli  Norwich  :iitd  Lvnn.  The 
representatives  are  chosen  by  llie  freemejif  who  obtain  their  tre- 
doin  either  by  inheritance,  servitufie,  or  purchase.  The  retitrn- 
ing  officer  is  the  mayor;  and  the  uumber  of  voters  is  nearly 
one  thousand. 

Yarmouth,  though  it  never  obtained  the  honnur  to  which  it 
had  long  aspired,  of  being  reckonetl  among  the  Cinqnc  Ports, 
y€t  ft  is  evident  thai,  at  an  early  period,  it  was  an  important 
naval  station.  In  the  reign  of  King  Eduard  I  fie  First,  the 
sh!|)- carpenters  of  Yarmouth  received  ortlers  '•  prttpari  navetn 
pulcherrimamt**  to  build  a  vitv  liandsonie  vesiiel,  which  was  to  be 
sent  to  Norway  for  the  kings  daughter,  who  was  to  marry 
Prince  Edward,  afterwards  Kin^  Etlward  liie  Second.  Nash  ob- 
serves, tbal  in  the  early  part  of  Edward  the  Third's  reign,  this 
port  had  eighty  ships,  with  forecastles,  and  forty  without.  At 
the  memorable  sie*;e  of  Calais,  by  the  latter  monarch,  several 
sea-ports  were  commanded  to  provide  ^  certain  number  of  vessels 

Z  2  for 

to  appoint  the  mayor  and  officers,  coutd  not  an^ree  La  thieir  elretion,  aiid 
were,  consequently,  kept  prboners  vritliia  the  liall  from  Friday,  Auguat  Jr9, 
to  U)C  Wednesday  toltowing, 

*  In  the  year  t35\?,  ttie  corporation  of  Great  Yarmontb  agreed  whti  th« 
dean  and  e anuus  of  Windsor  to  E;niiit  tlieni  a  l&il  of  red  herrings,  annually ; 
but  on  what  account  does  uot  ajipear.  During  the  reign  of  King  Heujy 
the  Siitth  (14.j9),  tliis  agreement  was  further  coniimied.  Tlie  herrings  ap- 
pear to  liavc  lieen  Aoinet]me«  delivered  in  kind,  tiomr times  a  coniposiitoni 
WAh  paid  ui.%tead,  ainl,  on  «<ome  occa&ion$>,  the  corporation  nct^lcctr-d  to 
perform  1^  aniitial  eit^tom ;  whence  di^pules  and  litti^tion  ensued.  In 
the  year  1718,  the  town  agreed  to  pay  91.  for  that  year,  and  8l.  for  every 
iucceediiig  year,  to  the  dcau  and  cauons  of  Windsor,  in  lien  of  the  aai4 
hut  of  liejTJjigs. 
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for  besieging  that  town,  in  1346.  The  north  sea  fleet  consiMetf, 
oil  tlmfc  occas^ion^  of  two  huiulred  ^nd  forty  5atl>  out  of  nhtch 
numbtr  Yarmonlli  furiiisliefl  fortv-llirce*»  on  board  of  which 
were  1075  iiidriners;  ami  John  Perebourne,  a  burgess  of  the 
town,   was   appointed    admiral f. 

The  iiilrabitants  of  Yarmouth  have  experienced  great  diffi- 
culties, and  incurred  continual  and  ticavy  ex()ence^  in  forming 
and  preserving  the  Haven  from  decay.  Their  exertions  have 
been  arduous,  and  their  eflTorts  have,  at  lenglh,  been  crooned 
with  success.  The  present  havcu»  the  seventh  which  has  tieeo 
made  by  artificial  means,  coat  4,2731.  5s.  8d,  It  appears,  from 
Swinden's  history,  that  the  expences  incurred  on  Ibis  account, 
from  the  year  1567  to  1770,  amounted  to  241,5781.  93,  lid. 
The  present  annual  expences  on  the  harbour,  &c.  amount  to 
about  '2,0001.  For  meeting  this  vast  expendilure,  various  powen 
have  been  granted  by  eleven  driferent  ads  of  parliament ;  the 
last  of  which  was  obUiined  in  the  year  I  SOU.  By  virtue  of 
this,  the  collector  has  a  right  to  charge,  as  a  harbour  for,  ooe 
shilling  on  every  chaldron  of  coals,  also  on  every  last  of  grain 
and  weigh  of  salt :  the  same  tax  is  likewise  levied  on  ever^  ton 
of  goods  of  a  diflferent  description,  fish  excepted^  which  are  un- 
bden  in  the  harbour  of  Yarmouth* 

The 

*  London  siippliert  only  twciity*fivc.  The  whole  fleet  eoinprited  709 
iihip5,  1iavin«;  on  board  more  than  14,000  irren. 

t  The  9out1i  sea  fleet  having  joined,  and  proceeding  to  sea,  Jffoe  t3» 
1340j  they  met  ihe  French  fleet  which  was  sent  to  oppose  tliem,  off  SIvyt, 
ill  Holland,  when  a  very  drKpt^rate  engagement  ensued ;  In  whicb  th« 
French  were  com|)letely  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  530  ships,  and  50,000 
men.  Nash  obserres,  '*  the  ndmiral  so  slaf^bed  and  *liced  t!ieni«  and 
battered  tham  with  his  gtone-dariing  engines,  that  thfir  best  mercy  was  fat 
and  w lifer,  which  hath  no  merry,"  Grtek  Jire^  composed  of  sulphnr,  bim- 
men,  and  naphtha,  combustibte  under  wutcr^  was  nsed  on  that  oceooiML 
Ore  Diipree,,  a  few  years  ago,  pretended  to  have  discovered  the  lonf  kit 
^crrei,  and  ottcrpd,  umiieceM fully,  to  disdii&e  it  lo  the  French  Govemi&ent* 
It  appears  to  be  partjojly  revived  "n  Congrem's  roeketK- 
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The  grand  plan  of  the  new  barbotir  was  executed  under  the 
direction  of  Joas  Johnson,  a  Dutchman,  who  was  Ixroughl  from 
Holland  to  conduct  the  wi>rk>  He  coninieiiceH  his  o()enitioiis  by 
driving  and  hedging  down  large  stakes  and  piles  to  tiietke  a  flriii 
and  substantial  foundatian.  This  was  first  done  on  Ihe  r»orlh 
side,  aod,  aftervviirdsj  npon  Ihe  aoulh»  (or  the  ]mr|Jose  uf 
forcing  tlie  retluLnil:  tide  to  run  out,  by  a  narth-e;ist  ctiannef,  to 
the  sea.  Tlie  next  step  waa  the  erecting  piers  and  a  jetty,  for 
preventing  the  Itaven  being  overflowed,  and  preserving,  at  ult 
ftates  of  tide,  a  suffitient  depth  of  water  for  I  lie  slitps  to  fioal  at 
thetr  moorings.  The  principal,  or  imrlb  pier,  was,  at  bottom, 
forty  feet  w  ide ;  at  top,  twenty  feet ;  and,  in  length,  two  hun- 
dred and  ihirty-tive  \ards.  This  wns  formed  with  large  timber 
trees  joined,  and  braced  together  by  cross  beams  and  iron-work. 
For  the  del'ence  of  Ibis  pier,  against  the  ravages  of  the  ocean,  a 
jetty  was  erected,  in  breadth,  at  the  base,  sixteen  feet ;  at  the 
upper  part,  eight ;  and,  in  length,  tivo  hundred  and  sixty-five 
yarvfs.  The  muih  pier,  which  is  better  built  than  the  north  pier, 
16  three  hundred  and  forty  yards  lon^,  thirty  feet  broad,  and 
thirty  deep:  twenty-four  fett  of  the  depth  is  oeneraHy  utuler  water, 
Tfthich,  previous  to  the  erecliim  of  this  pier  was  seldom  more  than 
three.  This  was  intended  for  preventing  the  waters  of  tlie  old 
haven  from  running  out  south,  in  their  progress  to  the  sea.  These 
piers,  ike.  Lave  been  coniiiderahlY  improved  at  diliereut  periods 
fiuce  their  erection,  particularly  in  the  mayoralty  of  Ahlennan 
Manship.  The  extent  of  the  haven,  between  the  north  and 
south  pier,  is  one  thousand  one  bund  red  ami  eleven  yards. 

This  place  is  advantageouily  situated  for  coumierce,  pdrticulatly 
to  tJie  north  of  Europe ;  and  lying  at  the  iuoutbs  of  the  rivers 
Yare,  Bure,  and  Waveney,  which  are  navigable  for  keels  of  forty 
tons,  lias  ready  conimuni cations  with  Ihe  iulerior.  Besides  fish- 
ing smacks,  upwards  of  300  vessels  belong  to  this  port*;  nnd  its 
Z  3  nicirineri 

*  Swindeo  obaerveii  that,  fifty  years  before  ihe  time  tif  his  writing,  more 
Ihao  1,100  vessels,  of  »Jl  desc^[)tious,  belon<;<:il  to  itiia  port.     But  tiiis  #• 
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inarmcrs  are  con&idereil  ainougst  Itie  most  able  and  expert  navigilon 
iu  the  kingdom,  Of  late  ^ears  the  iioportaoce  of  Y'armoulh  \m 
{wen  coiiskJerably  jncrtastyi,  by  its  having  become  a  ^rand  sttttoi 
for  pari  of  our  navy;  the  roads  opposite  the  towu  aiiording  safe 
anchorage  for  a  itumeroiis  fleet.  Its  relative  consequence  niay  be 
seen  by  an  act  of  parliament,  passed  in  the  year  1797,  for  the 
requisition  of  men  for  the  navy,  according  to  the  tonnage  of  each 
port.  The  whole  number  to  be  raised  was  17,948.  The  quota 
for  Loudon,  5J25',  Liverpool,  IJll  ;  Newcastle,  1,240;  HuU, 
731;  Whitehaven,  700;  Sunderland,  6Gg\  Bristol,  666;  Whit» 
by,  573 ;  Yarmouth,  5Q6, 

Yarmouth  Roads  form  not  only  a  rendezvous  far  the  North 
Seu  fleet,  bat  also  for  the  iiunierons  colliers,  which  pass  from 
Shields,  Sunderland,  and  Newcastle,  to  London,  mid  from  other 
porta  to  the  soiitlmard.  The  harbour  is  deemed  a  secure  asylum 
from  the  ^^idc  uniting  elements,  and  rulhle&s  Horm;  and  is  pro- 
vided with  two  light-houses,  oue  at  Caister,  and  one  at  Garleston ; 
yet  tlie  coast  is  the  most  dangerous  in  Britain*.     A  melancholy 

instaace 

roneoQfr  gmteroeiit  wa«  occasionetl  by  considering  all,  that  cleared  out  from 
tljis  plitce,  as  ttie  propcirty  of  its  inerchatitiv ;  or  from  some  peculiar  pri- 
vileges respecting  port  duties,  wliicL  attach  to  ships  that  bave  httabmUlil 
Yarmouth. 

*  Tliii  ariBes  n*t  only  from  the  sitiintion  of  the  siiorc,  and  the  want  of 
feliclteriDie  ha\»,  but  alM>  from  the  i?umcroiis  Handa^  which  are  ever  ehifiiii| 
tlieir  positions.  A  singular  iu^raiiLe  of  nature's  cuprice  on  this  shore,  oe* 
curred  about  the  year  1578,  opposite  lo  the  villaije  of  Scralby,  four  tnilfc 
to  the  north  of  Yartnmitli.— A  jsaud  bhuk  was  thrown  up,  at»out  a  mik 
square,  which  becominj!;  finn,  grass  grew^  and  si'a-fowb  made  tlieir  nati 
on  it.  Parties,  iti  thi>  siimmrr  reason,  went  upon  it  for  their  recrwtiaB. 
The  CO  rpo  ratio  u,  tlmikini;  it  permanentt  fi^rmally  took  pomeMioa  of  ilia 
the  J  ear  1 5  80.  In  lliis  approprifttion  they  were  opposed  by  Sir  Edward 
CI  ere,  Knt.  who  rlairacd  it  as  part  of  his  nuinor  ofScratby:  and  accordm^; 
placed  a  frame  of  timber  upon  it,  in  support  of  his  right.  The  litig«tio& 
of  the  case  afforded  hi^h  spoit  for  the  lawyers^  who,  however,  were  pDt 
to  their  ne  plus  uitra  to  (it'lermine,  whether  thf  bottom  of  the  sea,  if 
•  the 
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instance  occunrecl  in  the  year  1O92;  when  a  6eet  of  200  sail  of 
collierSp  Kaving  left  tlie  roads  with  a  fuir  wind,  were  suddenly 
assailed  by  a  violent  gale,  from  the  north-east.  After  they  (tatj 
passed  Winterton-Hess,  some  of  Uieni  tacked,  and  arrived  back 
tafe  in  the  roads;  the  reinainder  pn!>hed  out  In  sua,  but  were 
unable,  I broii'^li  its  violence,  to  clear  the  ne!»9  to  the  southward* 
Thr  niylit  uas  excessively  dark,  and,  missing  the  li£th(s,  few  could 
fiad  their  way;  some  rode  it  out  at  a  distance,  but  the  rest, 
amounting  to  more  than  140  sail,  were  driven  ashore,  couiplelely 
wrecked,  and  scarcely  any  of  their  crews  saved.  At  the  same 
unfortimale  juncture,  a  nuinher  of  coasting  vessels,  laden  with 
grain,  bound  to  Holland,  from  Lynn  and  Wells,  whicb  had  Just 
JeA  the  roads,  experienced  tbe  same  flisaster.  So  that,  in  the 
whole,  more  than  200  sail  of  vessels,  and  1,000  people,  %vere  lost 
111  one  fatal  niglit.  It  would  be  some  alleviation  to  syfn|jathy, 
were  this  the  only  event  of  such  distress  to  record ;  but,  in  the 
year  1554,  fifly  sail  of  ships  were  lost  in  one  day  ;  and  a  similar 
catastrophe  befel  a  larger  number  in  the  year  17^0*. 

The  town  of  Yarmouth  takes  its  form  of  an  oblong  quadrangle, 
Z  4  comprising 

the  water  lliought  proper  to  leave  il,  could  come  under  lite  dcuamination  uf 
eitUer  tcaij\  uveckf  or  Jlotsam,  In  tlie  tniilsli  ot'tlie  conteiitioii}  u  situ  re  easily 
temiiuateil  a  point  vrhicli  ility  found  so  difficult  to  decide — &  bobteroDs 
iea,  with  a  strong  ea<tleily  wind,  in  a  single  night,  swept  all  away  ! 

•  The  dangers  of  tliis  iiarticolar  jiart  of  llie  sea  are  salbfactnrify  account* 
ed  for,  from  Uie  jiituiition  of  the  coast,  anil  Uie  rourse  whicli  vesscb  navi- 
gating it  are  obligied  to  steer.  Betweeu  riamboroiigli  and  Spiiror  heads, 
and  Winterton-ne<;.s,  the  must  eayterly  points  of  land  on  tliis  hide  of  tJie 
iiland,  except  ttie  Nortli  Foreland,  the  land  retreatA  inwards,  forming  a 
larji^e  bay,  at  llie  butloin  of  wliich  ti  the  metari^'estuarium.  If  veuets, 
leaving  Flaniboroiigli  Head,  proceed  sowthward,  and  meet  witii  a  hard  gale 
from  any  point  between  N,  E.  and  is.  E. ;  or,  if  leaving  Yarmoutb  roads, 
proceediug  northward,  tliey  are  retarded  by  the  wrnd  blowing  hard  from 
the  N.  E.  to  that  ibey  cannot  weather  Winterton-ness,  they  become  em- 
bayedi  and  the  only  chance  of  safety  h  to  run  for  Lynn  deeps  ;  in  attempt* 
ing  which,  they  arc  iu  duriKer  of  foundering  on  the  rocks  near  Cromer,  or 
•tranding  upon  the/al  shorejt  between  Cronw  and  H^eii*. 
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Yarinotiih  was  early  dbtitiguishedf  and  slid  rcitmins  uimralledt 
it)  the  Herring  Fishery.  The  berriug  ha^  been  noticecl  by 
imluralistj,  for  ils  gregtuious  and  itiigrdtory  pro|icnsiUes.  Shoab 
of  Itieni  |>-dss  from  the  tiorUi  lo  the  souths  ajid  tVoiii  tlie  east  ta 
the  west,  ill  quci^t  of  food,  for  the  purposes  of  deposJtii»»  ttieir 
spawn  in  the  rivers,  and  enjoying  tbat  proporKon  of  wannlli 
wliich  apjiears  essential  to  their  existence.  When  the  weather 
become!!  cold,  tliey  leave  the  North  Seas,  and  steer  lo  the  Ame- 
rican rivers,  and  other  luore  soutliern  ctinies ;  as  tbe  weather 
dianges  to  heat,  they  revisit  the  north,  and  then  descend  to  the 
shores  of  Britain  ajid  Ireland,  aij(i  thus,  by  an  instinctive  change 
of  place,  experience  that  perpeliiul  leaiperature  which  appears 
to  be  best  adapted  to  their  nature  *. 

A  large  shoal  appears  ojf  tlie  Shetland  Isles  in  the  month  of 
June.  Here  they  separdle  into  two  divii^ions,  one  of  wbidi  takes 
the  eastern  side  of  Britcirn,  and  the  other  the  western.  The 
latter  is  a^ain  divided  by  Ireland,  part  of  which  appears  on  its 
eastern  coast,  while  the  other  crosses  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and 
Tisits  the  American  shores.  Some  of  these  brigades,  belon£^iug  to 
the  former  grand  division,  appear  off  the  eastern  coast  of  £ng> 
land  about  the  month  of  September,  when  the  grand  fbhiug 
season  commences. 

The  merchants  of  this  coast  fit  out  large  decked  boats,  from 
forty  to  lifty  tons  burden,  each  of  which  is  manned  with  a 
master,  mate,  hawseman,  walenian,  net-rope  man,  and  net- 
slower  man,  besides  five  or  six  khmirers,  called  capslem-men- 
Thesc  all  engage  lo  serve  the  season,  at  stipulated  wages,  with 
an  allowance  of  a  certain  sum  per  last  of  herrings  to  the  master, 
mate,  hawseman,  and  ^valeman.  The  vessels  victualled,  and 
having  some  Ions  of  tialt  on  board,  proceed  four,  six,  or  even 
twelve  leagues  from  ibe  shore.     £very  boat  b  furnished  with 

eighty 

*  For  a  further  account  of  the  li erring,  the  fiafaery,  itc»  ste  "  Me^loin 

©f  the  Americaa  Philo&opfaica]  Society,"  Vol.  II.  for  the  year  1786.  Pen- 
nant's "  BritLsli  Zoologj;*  Vol,  HI.  p,  333  ;  anil  Dr.  Garoclt's  "  Tour  in 
Seottand^"  Vol.  I. 
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eiglity  or  a  buncJred  nets,  cacli  of  wliicli  is  Iweiity-ane  yards  long, 
aod  triglil  and  a  half  deep.  These  are  fastened  iu  a  length  lo  a 
war-rope  by  cords,  ralle*!  seasons^  each  of  nhicb  b  three  falhorns 
long.  The  nels  are  fio*ited  by  ci>rks,  and  I  he  war- rope  hy  tubs, 
or  buoys.  At  dusk  the  net  is  thrown  over  tJie  side  of  the  boat, 
^vhich  is  steered  gently  away  under  a  small  fore-saiL  The  net 
is  drawn  up  a^ain  al  day-li|[;ht.  When  landed,  tliey  are  taken  to 
the  tisli-houses,  again  salted,  and,  after  lying  on  the  floor  twenty- 
four  hours,  are  wasliud  in  vats  by  the  curers,  called  towers;  spit- 
ted through  the  head,  u(>on  spits  about  four  feet  loii^,  by  women, 
called  rivers;  and  then  hung  up  in  the  lish-house.  The  latter  is 
a  hirge  building,  from  forty  to  titly  feet  high,  titled  up  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  the  spits  in  tiers.  Thus  prepared,  a  wood 
fire  is  kindled  under  tbein,  and  continued,  with  small  intermis- 
sions^ for  about  a  month;  when,  bein«  prof>erly  smoked*,  they 
are  packed  in  barrels  containing  one  thousand  each,  and  are  then 
ready  for  the  market* 

Numerous  boats  from  other  places  are  allowed  lo  fish,  and  lo 
sell  their  cargoes  at  the  free  Michaelmas  mart,  which  lasts  a 
month*  111  the  year  178^j  fifty-five  boats  were  titled  out  from 
Yamioulh ;  forty  from  Lowestoff ;  fifty  from  Whitby  and  Scar- 
borough ;  and  sixty-two  came  from  Holland.  A  single  boat  has 
been  known  to  bring  in  at  one  time  twelve  lasts  of  herrings ;  each 

last 

*  tvmiam  BuckefJtZj  a  Swede,  wito  died  in  the  year  1597,  was  snpposed 
to  liave  becu  the  uiveulor  oC  pkkting^  kerrings.  But  in  Leland's  Collectunea, 
VoK  in.  p.  173,  it  u  recorded  as  a  fact,  that  pickted  herrings  wi're  sold  as 
early  as  A.  D.  ^275.  It  may  fairly  be  pretuineiJ  that  prf^erviBg  hrmng», 
by  amoking  and  dryagy  if  not  by  pickUng,  is  more  ancient  than  tia»  been 
recorded.  Mr.  Tliomas  Nashe,  In  a  pain|jlilet  lie  published  in  tiic  year  1599, 
entitled  '*■  Lenlco  iiitulFc,  eofitainii^  the  deijcnption  and  fir«tt  procreatkm 
of  ttie  town  of  Great  Yarmoutli,  witli  a  new  play  of  the  praise  of  red  her- 
rini;s,"  aicribe*  the  discovery  to  mddfnt^  by  a  fiAherman  having  hung  »onie 
up  In  lii)  cabin,  where,  "  wliat  with  his  ftcring  and  smoking,  or  smokie- 
fierins:,  in  tltat  kL»  narrow  lobby j  has  benin^^,  which  were  as  white  v 
whaleboDe,  when  he  hung  them  up,  now  lookt  wtrtdma  hhsitr" 
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UmI  eoMbting  of  ten  barrels  ^.  A  la&t  of  herrings,  on  an  ate- 
ruge,  is  woKb  sixteen  pounds,  Ihougli  the  price  malerially  mricj^ 
at  different  times.  How  imporlant  tbis  fishery  is  to  Ihe  nation, 
as  WrU  as  to  this  place,  may  be  inferred  from  the  considen- 
tion,  that  svlicn  Vannoutli  was  in  a  flourishing  stale,  it  eaiployed 
two  hundred  hsliing  vessels  ;  and  iu  successful  year?,  &evenly 
thousand  barrels  have  been  exported,  exclusive  of  the  home 
coiisumptioj],  ultich  may  be  stated  at  hfteen  thousand  more. 
The  tnide  alibrds  the  principal  tneans  of  subsistence  to  abmil 
two  lliousHnd  fishermen,  and  four  thou«»and  braiders,  beefstcrs, 
lowers,  rivers,  ferrymen,  caqwnters,  caulkers,  6:c*  besides  the 
number  of  seamen  employed  In  carrying  the  fish  to  foreign 
markets. 

Formerly,  a  summer  liihing  for  herrings  was  usually  practised, 
and  numerous  French  and  Dutch  vessels  frequented  the  coast  for 
Uie  puqiose.  But  in  the  first  year  of  James  Ihe  First's  reig;n, 
A,  D.  \6Q3t  a  bill  was  brought  into  parliament  to  prohibit  the 
fishinv  for  summer  herrings,  but  was  rejected  ;  and  sbce  that 
p€iriod  no  allerupt  at  such  a  restriction  has  been  necessary,  the 
herrings  having  ceased  to  frequent  the  English  coast  during  tlw 
warm  season.  In  the  course  of  the  summer  months  Ihe  boali 
are  employed  in  the  mackerel  hsbery,  which  is  very  considerable; 
but  of  minor  importance,  in  a  commercial  view. 

That  destructive  malady,  Ihe  pfagtte,  has  prevailed  in  Ibts  town 
at  several  diB:crent  ]M:riods,  and  swept  away  a  vast  number  of  in- 
liabilants.  In  the  year  1348,  it  is  stated,  that  7052  persons  died 
of  this  disorder ;  but  this  account  appears  to  be  exag;;erdled,  for, 
at  that  period,  the  whole  population  of  Ihe  town  could  scarcely 
exceed  that  number.  Again,  hi  the  year  l^JDt  it  is  rekted, 
that  about  2000  jjersons  were  carried  off  by  this  disease,  between 
May  and  Michaelmas.     The  same  malady  is  said  to  have  ragcil 

hero 


•  Tlie  \9»t  of  wliite herriofs,  delivered  out  of  the  boat,  contains  13,200 
fijli. 
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licre  in  ibe  year  l664,  wlien  2500  people,  including  the  two 
iiiiiiisiers,  were  victims  to  its  deleterious  influeiire. 

The  town  of  Varnioulti  was  particiilarfy  distitiguislted  during 
Rett's  robellion,  whicb  originated  aliuut  tlic  iiiclosure  of  common 
fields.     It  is  supposed  tliat  the  two  Ketl§  -assembled  nearly  20,000 
■leD ;  among  wliom  were  tlie  ma)' or  of  Norwich,  and  a  clersy- 
miifi,  named  Watson.     These  were  conslraiited  lo  be  present  at 
all  their  councils.     Coming  secretly  lo  Yarmouth,  tbey  surprised 
apd  seized  tfie  two  bailiffs^  but  these  es€'<i|>ed  atid  forttfied  the 
town.     Kelt,  with  his  comrddes,  pfaoted  six  pieces  of  cannon  in 
a  close  at  Gorleston,  with  intent  to  tire  on,  and  bcsies^e  the  town: 
but  the  inhabttauts  setting  fire  to  a  stack  of  hay,  itiereby  con- 
trived to  annoy  the  assaibnts  so  much  by  its  smoke,  ttmt  they 
were  iucapable  of  producing  any  eflfecl  by  their  ordnance,     [q 
their  confusion  tbey  were  routed  and  defeated  by  the  to\\n«men, 
but  Kelt  afterwards  rallied  on  Ihe  Denes,  and  was  aijain  defeated* 
Expecting  other  assaults  from  the  rebels^  I  be  town  was  addilion- 
ally  fortified,  and  the  inhabitants  organized   themselves  to  with- 
stand^ or  repel,  a  siege.     They  fitted  out  some  ships  of  war, 
caparisoned  thirteen  liorsemcn  and  eighteen  bowmen,  and  cap- 
tains and  men  were  appointed  lo  each  of  Ihe  eight  wards.     Se- 
veral additional  constables   and  bailiffs  were  sworn  into  office 
and,  by  this  vigilance,  they  preserved  Ihe  lo^^  n  from  the  threat- 
ened hostilities. 

The  aea-coast  opposite  lo,  ?.nd  for  about  two  miles  north  and 
south  of  Yarmouth,  is  nearly  a  level  common,  und  is  elevated 
between  two  and  three  yards  above  hii^h  water  mark.  From  the 
verdant  edge  of  the  common  to  llie  sea,  is  a  gentle  slope»  com- 
posed of  a  fine  sand,  intermixed  wilh  a  great  quanlily  of  Uiost 
pebbles,  called  skingUs.  As  the  tidt^s  ^ld(*m  rise  above  sin  feet, 
the  distance  from  high  to  low  water  niark,  is  but  a  few  yards.  The 
sands,  between  high  water  mark  and  llie  turf  of  the  common, 
abounds  with  marioe  plants,  some  of  which  are  deemed  rare  and 
curious.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Turner  of  thij*  town,  who  has  carefully 
and  scientifically  studied  tbe  botany  of  the  county,  has  given  an 

account 
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account  of  smiie  of  Uie  natural  productions  of  this  part  of  the 
coasty  in  "An  Historical  Guide  to  Great  Yarraoulli,"  l2mo. 
I8O6,  from  which  the  following  list  is  derived  : 

"  £?ttnifl*CnAi7e,  Sea  Rocket,  in  niany  places  approaches  nearest 
to  the  water,  striking  its  fibrous  roots  into  the  loose  sand,  and 
liarbciuring  between  the  stones.  Us  purplish  flowers*  resembling 
those  of  the  small  kind  of  stock,  enliven  the  bare  spot  on  which 
it  grows. 

Sahaia  Kalh\  Prickly  Giasswort,  is  here  but  spnngly  founds 
accompanying  the  former. 

Arundo  Armaria^  Sea  Reed-Grass,  grows  soniewlitit  higher, 
in  scatttred  tnfts,  forming  little  hillocks  of  sand* 

Armaria  Peploidts^  Sta  Chick-weed,  remarkable  for  the  depth 
and  length  to  which  it  runs  its  rotits,  is  found  first  spariuj^ly,  but, 
afterwards,  in  such  plenty »  that  its  broad  si  iff  leaves  make  the 
chic  f  verdure  of  the  sandy  beach  near  its  junction  with  the  turf 
of  the  common. 

Er^ngium  Mariiimunit  Eryngo,  or  Sea  Holly,  This  singular 
and  beautiful  plant  grows  in  an  irregular  scattered  manner  OD 
the  beach,  and  also  strays  higlier  on  the  common^  where  it  ii 
mosi  jmkid  and  i^andy. 

Carex  Arenaria,  Sea-sand  Carex.  This^  where  it  begioi» 
forms  a  regular  tine  at  an  equal  distance  from  the  sea,  first  thinly 
covering  the  sand,  but  growing  thicker  and  thicker  as  one  pro- 
ceeds lii^her.  Its  horizontal  creeping  roots,  and  frequent  shoots, 
bind  the  sand  in  llie  nvanner  of  tite  reed  grass. 

Convohotiis  SMemilat  Sea  Bird- weed,  grows  most  plentifully 
at  the  edge  of  the  iunctioD  of  the  beach  with  the  common,  or 
upon  the  barest  spots  i.f  the  latter,  laying  its  large  and  beautiful 
Bowers  upon  the  naked  saud.  It  is  really  surprising  to  see  so  (ine 
a  flower  growing  abundantly  upon  so  exposetl  and  barren  a  soil. 

Om^nis  HrpnUf  Creeping  Restharro w.  Th  is  grows  thinly  00  the 
beach,  but  copiously  on  the  ^andy  parts  of  ihe  common,  runniog 
its  strong  roots  very  far  into  the  loose  soil. 

Gslmm  FfTum,   Ladies   Bed-straw»    Thb  appears   thin  and 

scattered 
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scattered  at>out  the  junction  of  itic  !>eadj  with  the  common,  but, 
afterwards,  tiecomes  so  plentiful  as  to  form  the  chief  covering  of 
the  sandiest  Hide  of  the  commoo,  scetitiog  the  air  with  its  strong 
perfume,  when  in  flower. 

These  are  plants  ivhich  may  be  considered  ns  properly  belong- 
tne;  to  I  he  H^ntiy  slope  of  land,  from  high  ivaler  mark  to  the 
level  of  the  verdaut  corainon,  here  called  the  Deues/' 

Among  Ihn  natives  of  Yarnioulh,  may  be  noticed  Arthur 
Wilson,  wtio  was  born  here  in  Ihe  year  159^,  and  for  many 
years  was  an  attendant  on  Robert  D'Evereux,  Earl  of  Essex, 
lit  wrote  an  account  of  ttie  Life  and  Rel^ii  of  James  the  First*; 
in  which  publrcation  he  dispiuys  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
intrigues  of  the  court.  The  fret'doni  he  look  in  e^fwsrng  the 
propensities  of  that  monarch  and  his  sod,  towards  tlie  catholic 
cause,  experienced  veht-ment  censure  from  the  frientis  of  tlic 
Stewart  family ;  ami  by  that  parly  he  is  said  to  have  written  from 
conjectures,  rather  than  from  records;  and  that  his  work  is 
more  like  a  pasquin,  than  an  aufhentk  hkhry*  He  died  at 
Felsted,  in  E&^ex,  A.  D.   l652. 

Db.  Thomas  Soames  was  the  son  of  a  fishermao  of  this 
place.  He  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at  ihe  i:ram- 
niar-schoof,  and  was  sent,  for  its  completion,  to  I^eterhouse  Col- 
lege, Cambridge,  of  which  house  his  uncle,  Robert  Soames,  was 
master.  Having  entered  into  holy  orders,  lie  became  minister  of 
Staines,  in  Middlesex,  and  prebendary  of  Windsor,  During  the 
civil  waj-  he  was  zealously  attached  to  royalty,  and  among 
many  others,  who  evinced  their  loyalty  by  Ifieir  privations  and 
their  sufferings,  he  ivas  particularly  distingtiislied.  Being  seized 
by  the  rebels,  they  first  sent  him  to  Newgale,  and,  afterwards,  ta 
the  Fleet-prison,  where  he  died  in  the  year  1652* 

SiR  William  Goocm,  Bart,  was  bom  in  this  town^  Oc- 
tober 21»  A.  D.   168 1.     He  entered  early  into  the  army,  and 

distinguished 
*  This  work  was  printed  in  1653* 
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distinguished  himself,  particubrly  in  the  Scotch  rebelltoiij  in  tb^ 
year  1715.  lu  1727,  King  George  the  First  made  him  Heuteoatit- 
governor  of  Virginia,  where*  by  his  impartial  conduct  and  atteo- 
lion  to  tlie  interests  of  the  colony,  he  acquired  additional  reputa- 
tion»  lo  the  year  1740^  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  an  Ameri^ 
can  regiment,  and  a^littid  at  the  mentarahlc  ste^e  of  Cartkagena, 
For  his  services  he  was  promoted,  tirst  being  made  brigadier-ge- 
neral, and  then  major-genera},  in  which  capacity,  m  1/47,  he 
coumianded  in  the  expedition  to  Qttebrc^  His  health  decliniiig, 
be  returned  to  England,  and  died,  December  17,  1751, 

Henry  Swinden,  a  diligent  anliquary,  who  had  coUecled, 
and  digested,  a  large  mass  of  information  respecting  this  his  ni-» 
live  place,  died,  while  the  last  sheet*  was  printing,  January  II, 
1772;  in  which  year  it  was  published  under  the  superintendence 
of  Mr.  Ives. 

John  tvESj  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  S.  A.  another  native,  eminent  for 
his  skill  in  antiquarian  science,  was  born  in  Yarmouth,  1750, 
and  died  in  1776*.  He  published  an  account  of  the  Gariano- 
num  of  the  Romans,  and  some  other  miscellaneous  essays  on  An- 
tiquities, &c.  Peculiarly  atlached  lo  this  branch  of  research,  be 
dx  voted  llie  greater  pari  of  liis  life  to  it,  and  being  possessed  of  a 
considerable  fortune  was  thereby  enabled  to  purchase  numerous 
MSS.  coins,  books,  &c.  He  wrote  the  preface  to  Swindeo'f 
History  of  Yarmouth,  ai  1  exerted  himself  in  promoting  the  sale, 
he*  of  that  work. 

*  "  Remu-ks  upon  the  Garianonuiii,"  &c.  preface  to  Sod  editkio* 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE^ 

JL  HIS  county  is  situated  nearly  in  the  centre  of  England,  and 
from  its  extended  and  irregular  figure,  borders  pn  more  coun* 
ties  than  any  other  shire  in  the  kingdom.  Towards  the  north,  th« 
rivers  Avon,  and  Welland  divide  it  from  Leicestershir«,  Rut* 
landshire>  and  Licolnshire ;  on  the  east  it  is  bounded  by  Cam^ 
bridgeshire/Huntingdonshire,  and  Bedfordibire;  on  tlie  souti^ 
by  Buckinghamshire,  and  part  of  Oxfordshire ;  and  on  the  wett» 
the  Charwell  secures  it  from  another  portion  of  Oxfordshire, 
whilst  the  Learn,  for  a  short  distance,  and  then  the  old  Roman 
Watling-Street,  separate  it  from  Warwickshire.  To  the  north* 
east,  the  limits,  or  county  boundaries,  are  not  fixed  with  certainty^ 
About  the  year  1670,  the  inhabitants  of  Crowland,  in-  Lincoln^ 
fihire,  laid  claim,  to  about  four  hundred  acres  of  ground  adjoining 
the  great  Borough-Fen,  and  which  were  formerly  considered 
as  part  of  this  county ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  Soke  asserting 
their  right  of  possession,  the  dispute,  by  trial  at  law,  Was  deter* 
mined  in  their  favor.  A  commission  was  then  issued  to  a 
jury  of  gentlemen,  of  which  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey  is  said  to 
have  been  foreman,  who  came  from  London  to  view  the  pre« 
mis'es,  and  terminate  the  contest.  For  this  purpose  they  traced 
the  boundaries  of  the  county,  from  Su  Martin's,  at  Stamford^ 
with  great  exactness ;  and  Northamptonshire  was  adjudged  to 
Voi.  XI.— Dec.  ]809.  A  extend 
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ff!  e^iAtward  as  hr  m  Crowlantl  Brid^.     But  in  ttie  pariih 

arnack,  the  most  northern  situiiiian  in  the  county,  the  di»* 

t  liinitii  were  not  then  setcledj  aa^  still  continue,  as  in  some 

ining  parishes,  unctrtain.  The  extent  of  Northamptonshire^ 

I  present  state,  may  be  estimated  at  nearly  66  miles,  in  itt 

est  diameter,  u  e.  from  its  most  western  yerge  at  Aynhuh  to 

remotek  nort^ioeastem  lin^it  near  jCrowland.  «Its  greatest 

sdth.  fronifiyrfrra«e.  ih  the  elttt,  lo  Basl^y  in^  west,  is 

•rinated  at  about  thirty  miles;  yet  the  average  width,  perhaps* 

it^r  tNVriity  milcji :  atitl  from  Brackley  acro^*i  to  Ajstrap  m  the 

;h,  abio  frotn  Pcterhorou^  ki  a  northerly  direction  to  Pea- 

c,  does  not  excet'd  t'i^lH  tailcs.     The  circumtcrence  may  be 

Lftiated  9t216  miles,  ajitl  ilie  euptrhcial  area  of  the  whole  haa 

m  computed  at  550»IK)0  acr€» ;  but  the  latest  authorities  n:- 

||  poor  rt'turm  tq  Par  I  i  .mi  en  t,  smte  it  to  be  617jOO0, 

I  aro  »aid  to  bt;  afabt(;i  2;15,0OO  in  pasturagej 

c  uh  i  vat  ed ,  i  n  clud  in  g  wood  1  ands .  1 1  con  la  i  ns 

J ,  *     im         .awn«,  336  parishes,  and,  according  to  the 

pcipiii.&tiOii  i^lurns,  27j401  houi»es.  and   131,757  iuha* 

Li  mc  tijuc  of  the  general  Norman  Survey,  there  were  thirty 
huudred^  aud  WapeiUakcs  in  the  county  of  Northampton^  ae 
mc  find  ilium  re  f:<*rde  d  in  Buiiie&day  Book,  viz.  W  ice  ale  (Wa- 
pentake), Gravesende,  Coltrewesto,  Corbel,  Wilebroc,  Rode« 
welle,  Maleste»  Nevesland^  llecham>  Hocheslau,  Ordinbaro, 
Claislund,  Sutonc^  Nivebote,  Naresford,  Stodfalde^  Wardone» 
Wimersle,  Hanvordesho,  Gillesburg,  Stoche,  Pochebroc«  Op- 
tone,  AIuratleu,Spelbo,  Foxle,  Towcestre,  AlboldestoUj  Colstreu^ 
Ahvardeslea.  When  this  survey  was  made>  a  considerable  part 
of  Rutlandshire  was  included  in  the  county  of  Northampton ; 
but  in  the  fifth  year  of  King  John,  we  have  mention  made  of 
it  as  a  separate  shire  j  and  by  an  inquisition  taken^  in  the  fourth  of 
Edward  the  First,  it  was  certified  to  have  been  given  by  Henry 
the  Third  to  the  King  of  the  Almains.  By  a  later  division  the 
hundreds  were  reduced  to  twenty-eight;  and  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Second  they  were  further  contracted  to  tht  present 
4*  number 
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bumber  of  twenty,  and  were  called  by  the  names  wfaict  they 
now  bear:  ten  being  comprehended  in  the  eastern  diriston  of 
the  county,  and  ten  in  the  western* 

Roman  Antiquities,  8tc.  When  the  Romans  took  possei- 
ftion  of  the  central  part  of  Britain^  they  found  it  occupied  by  a 
tribe  of  people  known  by  the  name  of  Coritmu;  an  account  of 
whom  has  already  been  given  in  the  third  Tolnme  of  the  pre- 
sent work.  These  being  subjugated,  their  oonqutrors  soon 
began  to  form  military  roads  and  finrtressei,  of  which  it  is  inf> 
tended  to  give  a  concise  account  of  such  as  were  included  with- 
in that  part  of  their  territory,  since  called  Northamptonshire. 
Two  great  roads,  or  viarstrata,  crossed  the  county;  and  were 
directly  or  collaterally  connected  with  several  permanent  sta- 
tions, temporary  encampments,  and  vicinal-ways.  The  Wa'T* 
LiNG-STaEET,  in  proceeding  from  the  south,  towards  the  north, 
!«aters  Northamptonshire,  at,  or  near.  Stratford,  and  continuing 
in  almost  a  direct  line  across  the  county^  leaves  it  at  Dove- 
Bridge.  On  this  course  there  appears  to  have  been  three  sta^ 
tions,  as  mentioned  both  in  the  second  and  sixth  Iters  of  An- 
toninus; and  also  in  the  Itinerary  of  Richard  of  Cirencester.* 
These  were  Lactodorum,  17  Roman  miles  from  Magiovinium; 
Bemiatcnnatn,  or  Uamiavotia,  13  miles  from  the  first;  and  7H- 
pomittm  13  miles  distant  from  the  latter.  Much  diflerence  of  opi- 
nion has  prevailed  among  antiquaries  respecting  the  sites  of  these 
stations ;  and  it  will  not  be  an  easy  task  to  reconcile  the  disputes 
of  those  who  argue  from  maxims  of  theory,  rather  than  the  evi- 
dence of  remains,  situations,  and  probable  description.  From 
the  known  and  indisputable  station  of  Vendom,  St  Alban'l,  the 
WatUng-Street  in  its  progress  northward  passed  Durocobrivis, 

A  3  near 


•  A  new  commcitfary  oji  this  work,  witli "  i!t€  Deicrifthn  of  Britain 
laied  from  Bichard  ofCirotceMtert**  Lbs  rec«ntlyb«en  publi^^hed  in  otie  volumt 
8vo.  It  it  evidently  tlte  work  of  •  writer,  who  has  derot^d  much  one  and 
time  to  tht  subject,  and  wlip  appears  to  have  been  assisted  by  some  able  artil 
earned  correspondtntf.  Tht  asthor  has  tnodcsily,  b«t  unwisely  witbMd 
lu«  naiQff.  ' 
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near  Dunstable^  mid  Miigiavimttnif  m  the  vicinity  of  Stratford, 
From  tht«  to  Lactodgruni  was  17  mileii,  which  distance,  wtth 
tJic  name  stiJI  retained  of  Tow- d'Jic/',  and  the  vestiges  of  the 
place^  are  tolerably  satisfactory  proofs,  as  to  the  site  of  ihts  sta- 
tion. The  BI?«hop  of  Cloyntf,  says  uneqtitrqcaHy  that  Towces- 
tc^r  *'  mugt  have  been  the  Laclodonim.*'  The  next  Roman  town 
on  this  ron.d  was  iJe*ertivflia>  or  Bennnvftmumt  which  has  been 
.wariously  placed  at  Wedon-Bec^*  at  Castle-Dykes,  and  near  l>a- 
fcutry;  but  the  j^apcrior  claims  of  the  latter  are  decisive  from 
a  nitre  cursory  view  of  each  place.  Here  is  the  immense  en- 
4;til)pmcnfc^  ctilled  Boroupjh-hiU  j  also  the  remains  of  other  for* 
iiOc3tion-i  named  Burnt-walls,  &c.  in  a  valley  to  the  west.  In 
mt  adjoifting  wood,  close  to  the  present  turnpike  road,  are  other 
trtilltary  works,  called  John  of  Guuni's  Castle,  which  probably 
consfjiuted  p;*rt  of  the  Raman  station*  Twelve  miles  north  of 
thift  \vm  Tripojiiium,  a  uanie  descriptive  of  its  sityation,  dnd 
t;hiiractur.  Thi»  sta^tion  is  usually  assigned  to  LUbuntt  where  in 
m  conical  arttEcial  hill»  probably  the  keep  of  a  fortress,  and 
mint  ea'sriametatiotis.  Caii3ew;iyB,  paveinents,  and  other  aa- 
mtni  vestiges  have  been  found  hereof 

Beiiiies  the  stations  and  roads  already  noticedj  there  appears 
•lo  have  JjceD  other  ^rorkf  of  the  Romans  on  the  western  side  of 
fhis  coumy,  'J'jie  groiii  eticanipnient  called  Castk-Dyke^,  soutb- 
-West  of  Wedon,  appears  to  have  been  either  formed,  or  altered 
•by  the  Romans.  It  was  a  fortress  of  great  strength  and  magni- 
tude. About  three  miles  to  the  east  is  Nether-' Hej/f or d,  where 
part  of  a  tessellated  pavement  was  discovered  in  1U99.     This  was, 

*.'  however, 

• 

'  Caifxkn  and  Stul^lf  v>  euncur  in  placing  Beiiavcnta  at  Wcdon ;  bttt  Gale 
'ftrgtie«  in  favour  of  CastU-Dxfkes. 

i  This  is  similarly  formed  and  situated  to  the  great  cajtra-cstiva  in  the  vici- 
jfiiy  of  Dordiester,  in  Dorsetshire,  which  has  been  dc^ribed  in  the  fourth  vo- 
iunie  of  this  work. 

t  Bridges  describes  those  remains ;  aUo  Stukeicy  in  Iiiniariuin  Curiosuni,  p. 
106,  and  Camden.  Horsley  thinks  that  Tripoutium  was  at  Rugby  or  Bugby  ia 
Warwickshire.  See  Britannia  Romaua,  p.  436.  Moretou,  in  his  Natural  His- 
tory* P-  •''07*  g'*^*  'he  fullest  account  of  this  place. 
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bomtTet,  only  ^  fragment;  qf  a  common  :floi^r>1though.MoTe1fo|i 
describe^  it  /^  "  f  not^Ie  pi^ce  of  artj  excefedi^g  all  that  I  haT% 
«e£i|,  or  r«^4  f>^''^  ^ 

At)ont  tlvf^^JW^es  fouth-wert  of  Daven^y  ifi;ABBURY-ftANcr, 
a  large  encampment  on  the  summit  of  a  l<i!}..  M(M:eton,and  Rej^ 
nol(is  q^ibute,  tjbi^  to  the  Romans ;  and  the  fwmer  describes 
it  a^lKiogofi  **.  one  of  thts^Ji^gh^ft  hitU  m  ^he  county."  At 
GuMsborough,  are  soine.«nUenchnient8,call«d.^<  Th£  BonovUms,*^ 
which  Stukeley  pronouncfd  t^  be  ''  traces  «f r  a-.^Roinan  caipp/f 
In  t^  south-western  angl^  of  the  county;  b«ibye<»i  the  Yillaget 
of  Ayj^l^O;  and  N^wt^o^^e,  i^  anoth^^r  i»4r0ic4men/  called 
^YNi^Vf^-.pjkUP.  Frnn:|  what  has  beOn  ake»$iy  stated^  it. if 
evident  t)^i^t  \Ue  western  sixle.of  Northan>pt^n6hure  «boundhd 
with  9;^}iti^ry  postfix  4uring  4^6  ItoH^^n  coi^nitatioooC^Bitgland ; 
%nd  &9m  Reviewing  ^s  dMtript^  i^ith,  th^  .]Mrt9  toi  Warwick^ 
^h^re«.  and  O^fprdshirep  imn^e4i^te)y  a4iK^Big^:vr<e  shall  find 
8)|ch  Qtl^,er  traces  of  t^e  Rofnan^  as.9)»y  Aerv«>td  fieirelope  tbtein 
general  sy^t^nispf  miliary  ^n4  i^^^^^^^'  aa  these  w^re 
evinced  in  a, conquered  cou^itry. ,.  JaTieaHy  a  direct  Uoe»  soutlb 
from  RayY^bi|ry,Camp,.in  the  county  of  Oxfond^  the  remainii  o£ 
a  Rom^  road^  called  the/>Drf-|:;ffy  points  towards  Aldcesier  and 
Chefterton  f  and  nearly  para)lel  with  that  street^  is  a  raised  moundy 
named  Ateditch-hankr  Th^se  appear  to  have  formed  a  commu* 
nication  between  the  fortress  at  Chesterton,  and  that  at  Rayn»-> 
bury:  it  is  indeed  extremely  probable  that  thp  aame  road^ 
continued  to,^  formejd  a  coqoe^ting  line  with  the  other  great 
worjis  at  Castle-Pykesy  Borough  HilU,  &c.i 

For  the  other  ancient  remains,  which  may  be  strictly  attributed 
to  the  Romans,  we  shall  have  to  refer  to  the  eastern  side  of  the 
county,  where  the  Roman  road,  called  ihtfvrtyfiHarVBay,  or  Emur 
ine^sireet,  is  to  be  found.  This  enters  the  county  from  Hunting- 
donshire,} near  the  village  of  Oastor,  where  it  paifsied  the  Nen 

A3  river. 

•  See  *'  Nttural  History,  fcc'^p.  52T,  where  it  a  plate  of  it, 
t  See  Plot's  Nat.  Hisl«  of  Osfordihire,  p.  S30,  &c.. 
t  Its  ooaipet^m^  that  caw^y  terpen  described  in  VeL  VU.  p.Sar,  of 
this  work. 
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i-ircr.  Pails  of  \hh  roadi  are  still  lofty  and  fonifplcnous  be- 
tween Castor  and  Upton;  and  again  in  the  parish  of  Barnack- 
The  only  station,  in  this  county  on  the  line,  was  Durobriva  which 
was  at  or  near  Castor :  some  account  of  this  has  already  been 
given  in  the  history  of  Huntingdonshire, 

In  order  to  show  that  the  Romans  occilpied  places,  and  tjta- 
blished  permanent  habitations  in  other  parts  of  the  coanty»  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  point  out  the  spots  w  here  vestiges  of  those 
people  have  been  found.  The  most  considerable  of  their  re- 
Tuains  are  some  teutUated  pavemcnis,  or  floors  of  different  rooms 
which  were  found  at  Weldoj*  in  the  year  1738.  The  plan  dis- 
played, a  long  gallery,  about  90  feet  by  10;  which  communicat- 
ed w^ith  seven  other  apartments.  The  whole  formed  nearly  a 
parallelngram  of  100  feet  by  30;  and  consisted  of  foundation 
walls,  and  tloors  made  of  small  tessera?,  laid  in  the  common  pat- 
terns,* Numerous  coins  of  the  lower  Roman  empire,  and  several 
of  Constnntine,  Constans,  &c.  were  discovered  at  the  same  time. 

At  CoTTERsTOCK  near  Dandle,  a  tessellated  pavemetu,  wai 
found  in  the  year  1735.  It  measured  about  20  feet  square ;t 
and  among  the  rubbifih  ^vere  fragments  of  urns,  with  shells,  tilc«, 
and  horns  and  bones  ot'  boasts.  In  the  year  1798,  some  further 
discoveries  were  made  in  iht»  ^me  field;  consisting  of  one 
pavement  nearly  perfect,  and  fragmefits  of  others;  also  several 
coins,  &c4 

At  Thorpe,  near  Peterborough,  Dr.  Stukely  says  that  a  mo* 
saic  pavement  wa*  discovered;  and  at  Stanwich  near  Higham- 
Fcrrars,  Bridges  describes  a  tessellated  floor  to  have  been  found. 

The 


*  A  plate,  representing  four  rmgmentf  of  th*  pnvement,  with  several  of 
tjic  goiiii.  %va>  tngraved  bj  J,  Cole,  from  a  drawing  by  J.  Ltai»,  it  the  rxpcuc« 
ol  L<jrd  HaUuii.  i  he  niuiior  of  WcJdou  ihctt  belonged  to  his  J^rdsliip,  wl 
•tint  WHS  ut  Kirby  in  the  ticinity. 

I  A  pUte  bai  been  engraTed  of  thii  ^ttmtnt  by  Vertue  for  the  Socief  j 

of  AntiC|uanc»* 

X  A  print  of  the  povcnicnt,  W\x\\  tome  of  the  coins^  are  engrnved  for  Gib* 
P>n%  "  Coraraeiit  on  iba  fjllh  Iter,  of  Anioninas/'  &c.  4lo.  IBOO. 
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The  names  of  Irchester  and  Chester,  near  Wellingborough, 
induce  us  to  expect  something  Roman  there ;  and  accordingly 
we  find  the  remains  of  an  encampment  at  Chester,  of  nearly  a 
square  form,  which  included  an  area  of  about  20  acres  within  its 
outer  banks.  Parts  of  brick  pavements,  coins,  foundations  of  wallsi 
and  other  ancient  relics  ha^e  been  found  at  this  place,  which 
is  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Nen. 

Near  the  same  river,  in  Wnoiford  field,  "  are  manifest  signs," 
according  to  Moreton,  "  of  a  place  possessed  by  the  Romans.** 
Fragments  of  tessellated  pavements,  an  urn  and  some  other  ves- 
tiges have  been  found  at  this  village. 

Such  are  the  chief  remains  which  have  been  discovered,  re- 
lating to  the  Romans  in  this  county :  and  firom  these  it  appearf 
evident  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  open  parts  of  it  was  subsci^ 
vient  to  their  military  domination.  On  Umi  banks  of  the  Nen 
and  Welland,  it  is  probable  that  they  oocmM  other  fbrtress^; 
and  villa's;  but  these  have  never  yet  been  sufficiently  exploit 
ed,  or  the  entrenchments,  satisfactorily  described.  Mr.  Rey^ 
nolds,  in  his  *'  Iter  Britannarium,"  gives  the  following  list  of 
places,  where  certain  antiquities  have  been  found,  that  indtdit6 
Roman  possession.  Badhy,  Bamack,  Barnwell,  Castor,  Cat'esBy', 
Charlton,  Chester,  Chipping-Warden,  Cogenhoo,'  Cottersibck', 
Drayton,  East-Famdon,  Guilsborough,  Kettering,  Northampton, 
Pauls-perry,  Piddington,  Ringstead,  Stanwick,  Old  Stratfordi 
Thorpe,  Wedon-Bec,  Wedon-Pinkney,  Great  Wotdon,  Whitton, 
Wollaston,  and  Woodford, 

Saxon  and  Norman  Eras,  Encampments,  and  Castles.  Soort 
after  the  Saxons  had  usurped  possession  of  Britain,  they  suhdi- 
▼ided  it  into  different  khigdoms,  or  states;  and  the  present 
county  was  included  within  the  Mercian  Monarchy.  Under 
this  the  great  monasteries  of  Medenhamsted,  now  Peterborough; 
and  Crowland  in  the  same  district  were  founded.  Indeed  the 
former  was  the  first,  in  the  time  of  formation,  and  most  imf^ortant 
in  size  and  cons^uenie  within  the  kingdom  of  Mercia;  and 
this-  Uke  its  neighbour  at  Crowland^  was  plnndered/aml  burnt 

A  4  by 
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by  the  Banes  in  ihcir  difierent  predatory  ext^orsiorif  mto^ 
part  of  the  island.    Mcdenbamsted*  however*  became  sa  famousf 
that  it  was  called  Urbs-Rcgia,  the  royal  city ;  and  jusi  before 
the  Roman  conquest  it  was  prc-einincivtly  distirtgui&hed  by  the 
title  of  Aurta-CimtaSf  or  Golden  city.     From  King  Wulfere'f 
charter  of  endowments  ami  privileges  to  this  monastery,  dated 
064,  we  learn  ihut  several  places  In  the  vicinity  were  tributary 
to  it.     Among  these  the  following  names  of  towns  anil  villagei 
occur;  War^ford,  Clig',cQMcd Kings-Clif^EitunCfViow EtisiQn,Bud 
NorMorough.  Othtr  places  are  named  in  King  Edgar's  Charter, 
Anno  972.    Oundtc,  then  called  Uudalc,  is  recorded  in  the  Saxoi} 
Chronicle,  A^D.  709,  when  Bishop  Ui(/crtk  died  there.    In  Ed- 
gar's Charter  this  place  is  referred  to  u&  a  market-town  of  co«i«« 
derable  note.  At  Starnford  Baron,  the  monks  of  Medenhaniite4 
kept  a  Mtrnftarium,  pr  mint     Hamtune,  now  Northamptoiu  k 
mentioned  two  ot  tiicee  Limes  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle ;  and  it  Im 
generally  admitted  that  this  was  a  place  of  touKiderable  st^ngth 
ajid  con&equence  during  the  repeated  conflicts  between  Lh< 
6axons  and  Banes.     The  latter  indeed  kept  possession  of  it  for 
some  time;  Moreton  says,  about  39  years;  and  during  their 
siege  of,  ^nd  re&idence  in  this  town,  it  i^  said  that  the  encamp- 
mcTii,  50uth  of  the  place>  called  Hunisborough'Camp»  ^"ds  fonne(|» 
It  is  not  only  probable*  Ivut  well  aulhenticatud  that  the  Saxony 
Banes,  and  Normans,  alternately  and  sycccssively  took  posses* 
slon  of  the  chief  Roman  stations;  and  adapted  them  to  their  re* 
spectjve  modes  of  attack  and  defence.   In  this  county,  Toseceatr 
t€T,  or  Towcestcr,  appears  to  have  been  burnt  by  the  Danes,  and 
King  Edward  ordered  it  to  be  rebuilt    In  the  year  921^  thta 
monarch  with  his  army  marched  to  Passenham,  in  order  to  ex* 
pel  the  Danes  from  this  part  of  tlve   country.    At  this  titne 
Towcestcr  waij  encompast^ed  with  a  wali  of  stone:  and  Moreton 
conjectures  that  the  King  caused  a  small  square  encamjintcnt  to 
be  made  on  the  Ouse  at  Fassenham  at  that  time. 

Of  entrenchment^j  and  castellated  remains,  not  biiherio 
aaraedj  there  are  traces  and  traditions  concerning  on€»  at  eftch 
of  the  following  places;  Rockinghamt  Braif brooks  Highum^FiT' 

Tars, 
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¥an,  Drayton,  Oeddington,  Finnkedi  EarU^Barion^Foikeringkt^ 
Bamtoell,  Maxey,  Prettor^Capes, Su^ate,  CubDorth,  Tharpe-Wth 
terviUe,  Weekley,  Cottingham,  Longthorpc,  &c.  &'c.  Many  'of 
these,  it  is  preaomed,  were  the  sites  of  the  firtt  Norman  BaiooMJ 
Castles. 

Soon  after  the  Norman  conquest^  the  county  of  Northamptim 
was  granted,  and  subdiTided  in  the  following  proportions^  to  th^ 
persons  hereafter  named.  To  Alan  Riifits  Earl, of  Britain*  1 
manor;  JTo/^i^^  Earl  of  Northampton,  4  n^^ors:  Judiih  \m 
cmmtes^88  manors ;  JKo^^  Earl  of  Moreton.  an4  Cornwall^  9^ 
manors :  Robert,  Earl  of  Milleat  and  Leicester,  S  manors  t  Rakmi 
dc  Vescifl ;  and  Robert  de  Todenei,  9  manors.  Robert  de  StajjfMt, 
1:  Alberic  de  Vere,  6:  Jefery  de  Magnavilk,  7:  Wotbtr 
jyEincQurt,  1:  Gunrfrid  de  Coiches,  16 :  Ralph  de  Ltmeti,  2 :  Ra^ 
de  Grammctnil,  20:  WiUiatA  Fitt-Ausculph,  4:  J/f^Uiam  Pevereh 
4-  Robert  D*OyUy,  3:  Ranulph  de  Peverel,  44  Lordships.  Be- 
sides these  the  King  retained  several  lordships;  others  were 
belonging  to  monaateriea,  and  sopne  wl^re  gri^|jte4>to  various.iiif' 
ferior  persons.  .*       ..     .^ 


A  Lift  of  the  Moiuuteries,  fyc.  in  the  County  ^Northampton^ 


Namet^Ftacet. 
Aytiho 

CuiomAsbbj 
Annston 
Bncklty 

Bilting  pRTva 

Cutor 

Cat«sby 
Chacomb 

Coltesbrook 

Cottentock 
DaveatTy 
DelaPr6 
IKngley 


Ordert, 
Hospital 
Bl.  Can.  P. 
Hospital 
*Ho8|^ital 

Aag.P. 


FountM. 
tenp.  Hen.  XL 
temp.  Hen.  II. 
1238 
temp.  Hen.  Ih 

temp.  !¥•.  I. 


Ksneery        refoanded  946 

?Ci«tcit,P,     #mclt47    . 
Aug.  Can.  P.  temp.  Hen.  II. 

Prsmonst.    )  ' 

CeWtoSuibyJ 

College  1339 

•CUiniacP.    lOfO......    , 

Cluniac  A.      temp.  Steph. 
Kd.  Hosp»^        M     ,      • 


Granted  to 

Mag.  Col.  Ox.  U84 

Sir  Fras.  Bryan 

Sir  £dw.  Montague 

Mag.  Col.  Ox. 

Cell  to  St.  Andrews, 
Nortt^acppton 

transferred  to  Peter- 
borough 

Join  Onley 

Michael  Foxe 

Fraacii  Pygot 


Brackley 
Banbary 
OundJe- 


^  NortbaiB|itonr 

xPeterbonNigh 

Dwtatjty 
Banbory 

rvorthanpton 

Oundle 


John  Mershe  NortlHUBploa 

Edward  Hudngs        Haihorottgb 


JO 

EyeUury 
Finethade 


Grafton  Regi» 
Gtre 

HarTington 
lUgtMm  Ferrari 

IrUingborougk 
Kingslborp 

Lufield 

KomiHAMPTOII 


Kottholm 

Fipircir 

PirihD 
rET£mu«iorcM 


Peaiiilt 

Prestoii  Cape* 
KdwcII 
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Orders^           Founded,  Grantti  t» 

AJicftP.  £tJiiCol.l6lIcii.Vr 

Cell  to  Pc 

BK  CiQ.  A.     temp.  John 


^■■\ 


Nttnnery 
Colkge 

Hermitiige 

Bened.  P, 

Km.  Uospw. 

•Cilcgc 

Ilospitst 

College 

Hospital 

Bcned.  P, 
St.  Andrews 
Cluniac  P, 
Franciscan 
Gr,  Frrar* 

BL 

Wh.— 
Auj..  — — 


1412 

rrfoHtided  by 
Edw. IV. 


John  Lord  Rtusel 

i^nneivd  to  Delapr^, 
temp,  St<rpli. 


Kern' 
DsTentrj 

PeterbcDDvgh 

Kmg*sCUA 

>  Oundle 


Dolce  of  Northdfa* 
land.  6  Ed.  VI. 


tPiDp.flen.in. 

t*mp.  Hen*  V. 

J>illo 

temp.  Ed.  III. 

1200 

temp.  Hen.  I. 


Franci*  Pygot 
lUibert  Dacres 


Hugh  ZeelFej 

became  Cell  to  West- 


Bo  wet] 


Ifigtiam 

Northftmpiou 

Towcestrr 


about  1076        Sir  TboiAas  Smyth 


—  iSt'l 

^St.  John  Hos.  about  1168 

•St.  Tho'.  —  about  li5U 

St.  Mary  —         ^         *-> 

Cell  to  Pe.>      ^ 

(ctboio'     J  " 

PittD  ^ 


ttmpJIrn.IU.  Richard  Tavemer 
ante  1140  William  Raiusdcn 

Dillo 

Kobert  Dighton 


Petcrborouglj 
Ditto 


Cister.  A.        temp.  Staph 

St.  Juhn  Ho«,  ^  m 

•Bened.  A.     665 


W.MRfqaisof\ofth->  „       „ 
ao.ptua.lEd.Vl.J^'**'" 


destroy  ccl  870 
tefonDded  970  See  of  Peterbormigh 


St.  Leonard 
Uos. 

St.    Tlionmi 
BerLel  Hos 

Munastery 

lfona»tery 
An*.  P. 


'l 


nncerta 
about  USA 

temp.  VV*".  L 
uncertain 


Ditto. 


annexed  to  Peterbo-  ?  «  ^    ,         , 
rough  1048  J  Peterborough 

rcmovrd  to  Datcn-  j>  y^. 
iry  J  Daventiy 

Henry  Lcc  - 
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KamaqfPfaca,         Orders,  FoHMtteti,  Granted  to  Netr 

Sewardslej  Cistert.  P.       Hen.  II.  Richard  Fermor  Towcetler 

St  Janes  Bl.  Can.  A.     ante  niC         Kich.  Gifford  Kortfaak^oa 

Sulbj  Fraemous.  A.   about  1155        Chris.  Hation  AVUfotd 

Stamford  Baron  Bened.  P.        11:>5  Richard  Cecil 

■   "■     ■■  StI^g»"uoi.  v"^*'"'^^^*        See  of  Peterborough  « 

Towcester  College  temp.Hen.VI.      .......^ 

WedonBec  Monastery,    ^-p.  Saxon,     de^ro.ed      b,    lhe|^.,^^ 

WedonPinkncj  AlienP.      *         -1        fien^VL  ^°^*  ^**     ?  Banbury 

Wothorp  A«stCan. '  '  Stamford 


Ecclesiastical  History^  with  concise  accounts  of  the  Bi- 
shops.of  Peterborough.^— The  precise  period  of  the  introduc* 
tion  of  Christianity  into  this  island,  cannot  be-clearly  ascertained^ 
and  its  progress  through  the  different  districts,  is  involved  in 
equal  obscurity :  according  to  Kennett,*  "^  In  the  year  634,  Bt** 
rinusj  a  missionary  from  Pope  Honorius,  haVing  converted  the 
West-Saxons  to  Christianity,  founded  an  episcopal  see  at  Dor^ 
Chester/*  in  Oxfordshire.  In  680,  a  council  was  held  at  Hatfield,  - 
by  Theodore,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to  settle  the  ecclew- 
astical  constitution,  and  by  the  alteration  then  introduced,  "  the 
see  of  Dorchester,  which,  from  the  time  of  Birinus,  belonged 
to  the  West-Saxons  pertained  from  henceforward  to  the  kingdom 
of  Mercia."  During  the  intestine  commotions,  which  convulsed 
the  two  kingdoms,  there  was  no  regular  succession  of  bishops, 
till  king  OSk  having  recovered  Bensington,  or  Benson,  in  Ok* 
fordshire,  from  the  West-Saxons,  about  the  year  779,  re-settled' 
the  see  of  Dorchester,  and  in  794,  the  diocese  is  said,  by  Mathew 
of  Westmin.ster,  to  have  included,  "  the  counties  of  Oxford,' 
Buckingham,  Huntingdon,  Cambridge,  Nonhampion,9nd  half  of 
Hertfordshire,"  Thus  it  continued  for  nearly  three  centunei, 
«hen  by  the  authority  of  a  council,  held  at-  London,  ib  1073p 

Dor* 

•Ptrocb.  AatJq.  p.  ^ 
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Dorcli ester,  being  considered  too  msi^tficant  a  place,  this  epi*- 
capal  see  was  trajisfetTed  to  Lincoln,  and  North amptom^hire  rc- 
in*ii^''d  under  its  jurisdiction,  fill  Henry  the  feighth,  having 
s^bed  the  lentporalities,  and  secokri^ed  the  abbey  of  -prfcr- 
horou^ki  elected  one  of  the  nix  new  biihoprica  iherei  in  the 
yeari  1511  ;  at  the  same  time,  he  ordained  by  letters  patent,  that 
it  ihottid  consist  of  a  bishop,  a  dean>  six  prebeadaj-ies,  and  an 
archdeacon.  Since  the  foundations  of  this  see,  the  following 
prelates  have  successively  filled  the  episcopal  chair  : 

John  CHAMBEASt  the  tail  abbot,  and  0rst  hiihop,  was  a  iia- 
ItTe  of  Peierboroughf  a  benedictine  monk,  and  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  abbey,  in  1528.    The  year  folio  win  g*  Curdbal  Wobey 
spent  his  Easter  here,  in  great  state,  carrying  his  palm,  and  go- 
ing vFjth    the   monks,   in  procession,  on  Palm   Sunday.      In 
1534,  Abbot  Chambers,  in  conjunction,  with  John  Walpool, 
the  prior,  and  chirty^even  other  monks,  forjnaliy  ackao^v  (edged 
the  king's  sitpremaey,  under  their  hand  and  seal ;  and  in  1540» 
be  resigned  the  abbey  to  the  kinj?,  and  had  a  liberal  pension 
allowed  him,  but,  before  the  expiration  of  aiiether  year,  in  con* 
£ideration,  probably,  of  those   repeated    proofs  of  prompt  m 
rather  servile  s^bBerrieney  to  the  views  of  the  imperious  Henry; 
he  was  presented  with  the  new  Tuitrct  and  had  the  tetnporalitiei 
of  this  see  consigned  to  him  on  the  14th  of  September,  though 
his  consecration  did  not  take  place  till  the  2dd  of  October,  15il. 
Qn  his  decease,  in  1556,  Queen  Mary  the  first  nominated 
.  David  Pole,  or  Po«le,  LLJ>.  who  was  consecrated,  August  15, 
1557,  whose  election  was  confirmed  by  a  bull  of  Pope  Paul  the 
Fourth.    He  Was  descended  from  a  noble  family,  received  his 
education  at  Oxford,  where  he  became  a  fellow  of  All  Souls 
College,  and  having  acquired  considerable  eminence  in  the 
sudy  of  the  civil  and. canon  law,  was  appointed  Archdeacon  of 
ISalop,  Dean  of  the  Arches,  Archdeacon  of  Derby,  and  Chan-^ 
oellor  of  the  diocese  of  Lichfield  and'  Coventry.    When  Pro- 
testantism once  more  gained  the  ascendancy  by  Elizabeth's 

sue- 
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successioa  to  the  throne,  he  lost  his  bishopric  and  bis  liberty, 
by  refusing  to  acknowledge  her  supremacy ;  he  was  soon* 
however,  restored  to  the  latter,  and  retired  to  his  estate,  where 
he  died  in  1568,  leaving  all  his  books  at  London  and  Peter- 
borough, to  All  Souls  College.  The  vacancy  in  this  see,  arising 
from  his  removal,  was  supplied  by 

Edmund  Scambl£r,  D.  D.  a  native  of  Gressingham,  m  Lanca- 
shire, and  chaplain  to  Matthew  Parker,  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, who  was  consecrated  in  January,  1560,  and  was  permitted 
to  hold  in  common  with  it,  the  Prebend  of  Wistow,  in  the  ca- 
thedral of  York,  and  a  canonry  in  the  church  of  Westminster. 
Whether  judging  an  explicit  declaration  of  religious  principled 
expedient,  or  suspecting  some  of  the  chapter  of  being  tainted 
with  those  of  his  predecessor,  he  was  induced  to  draw  up  twenty- 
three  articles,  to  which  he  required  their  subscription  :  certain 
it  is,  he  was  more  tenacious  of  their  faith  than  their  privilegesp 
for  he  surrendered  to  the  crown  the  hundred  and  liberties  of 
Nassaburgh,  with  the  gaol  and  the  manors  of  Southorp  and 
Thirleby;  in  consideration  of  which  he  is  said  to  have  received 
the  see  of  Norwich  ;  when  , 

Richard  Howland,  D.  D.  successively  master  of  Magdalen 
and  St  John's  Colleges,  Cambridge,  was  elected  in  hid  stead, 
1584.  In  1587,  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  was  beheaded  at  Fo- 
theringhay  castle,  and  buried  in  this  Cathedral,  on  the  5th  of 
August ;  but  her  son  James,  when  he  ascended  the  British 
throne,  removed  the  body  to  Westminster  Abbey. 
■  After  presiding  over  thij?  diocese  sixteen  years.  Bishop  How- 
land  died,  at  Castor,  in  1600,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 
the  east  end  of  his  cathedral,  without  any  memorial.  He  wa» 
succeeded  by 

Thomas  Dove,  D.  D.  Dean  of  Norwich,  who  had  been  tha 
fevorite  chaplain  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  whom  he  was  raised 
to  this  see,  for  his  eloquence,  and  presided  over  it  thirty  year^/ 
dying  in  1630.  He  was  buried  in  the  norlh-cfoss  aile,  and 
a  handsome  monument  erected  to  his  memory,  by  his  son« 

which 
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which  wa*  destroyed  during  the  civil  M^r.     The  Dean  of  th^" 
dioct'sc, 

WtuA  \7A  PrEKSE,  D.  D.  became  the  new  bishop  ;  but  scarcely 
tT^-o  yea»  elapsed,  before  be  obtained  the  see  of  Bath  and  WelK 

and 

AuGcsTixE  Li  SOS  ELL,  D»  D.  Dean  of  Lichfield,  was  intro- 
duced iii  1G'J3.  Prefcnnent  followed  him  still  more  rapidhv 
for  tliL*  ycnr  following,  he  was  translated  to  Hereford,  and  his 
jdricc  hvre  (ilicd  by 

FruM  IS  Dee«  D*D.  who  retained  it  till  his  death  in  IGSSp 
and  was  burird  at  the  upper  end  of  the  choir  of  his  cathedral. 
He  was  a  m*in  of  dislinguished  piety,  and  amiable  mannem., 
He  evinced  his  attachment  to  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge* 
where  he  was  educated*  by  giving  to  it,  during  his  life^timr,  tlie 
iinpn>[)riatc  parsonage  of  Paghani,  in  Sussex,  held  by  lease  of, 
the  church  of  Canterbury,  for  the  maintenance  of  two  fcUuw* 
and  two  sfholarsj  for  ever,  to  bo  elected  out  of  Pcicrborovgk, 
nhooL    This  bishopric  was  next  bestowed  on 

John  Towek.s,D.  D.  a  native  of  Norfolk,  who  had  previously 
obtained  considerable  preferment  in  this  county,  having  been 
chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Northampton,  who  gave  him  the  living* 
gf  Castlt' Ashby,  and  in  1G30,  he  succeeded  Bishop  Pierce  in 
the  deanery.  When  the  bisho[)s,  in  1641,  were  deterred,  or 
preveiiled  from  attending  the  House  of  Li>rd«,  by  an  insurrection 
of  the  populace^  he  joined  eleven  of  his  brethren,  in  entering  a 
protect  against"  all  such  orders,  votes,  laws,  resolutions,  and  de- 
terminations, as  should  be  passed  during  their  absence*  from  De- 
cember 7t  IGII,  and  declaring  ihem  to  be  null,  and  of  no  etlcct; 
for  which  liiey  were  all  committed  to  the  Tower,  wliere  they 
were  con  lined  four  months/* 

On  his  release,  he  went  tu  Peterborough,  but  finding  his  si- 
tuation increasingly  uncomfortable,  repaired  to  the  king  at  Ox- 
furd,  and  resided  there  till  the  surrender  of  that  city,  to  the  par- 
liamentary forces,  when  he  returned  to  Peterborough,  and 
passfd  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  poverty  and  distress,  lit 
died  the  10th  of  January^  1649^  and  was  interred*  the  fgliowing 
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«)ay»  between  the  choir  and  the  altar,  in  the  grave- x>f  Abbot 
Henry,  of  Morcot.  During  the  temporary  extinction  of  epi»- 
copacy,  under  the  Commonwealth,  this  see,  and  indeed  every 
^her,  lay  dormant ;  bat  at  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second, 
in  1660,  it  was  conferred  on 

Benjamin  Laney,  D.  D.  a  native  of  Ipswich,  who  had  been 
chaplain  in  ordinary  to  Charles  the  First,  and  at  the  same  time 
Master  of  Pembroke  Hall,  Oxford,  and  Prebendary  both  of 
Winchester  and  Westminster.  About  1649,  he  was  deprived 
of  his  mastership  for  his  distinguished  loyality,  and  retired  to 
the  king,  by  whom  he  was  employed  in  the  treaty  of  Uxbridge, 
and  when  Charles  the  Seeond  fled,  he  followed  and  attended 
him  during  his  exile.  Nor  was  Charles  unmfndful  of  this  zea« 
k)us  attachment  to,  and  sufferings  in  the  royal  cause,  but  took 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  re-instating  him  in  the  mastership 
of  Pembroke  Hall,  gave  him  the  deanery  of  Rochester,  and 
permitted  him  to  hold  the  mastership  in  common  with  this 
bishopric.  His  further  advancement  to  Lincoln,  in  1663,  led' 
to  the  elevation  of 

Joseph  Henshaw,  D.  D.  another  sufl^ring  royalist,  who,  at 
the  opening  of  the  civil  war,  was  deprived  of  all  his  preferments, 
despoiled  of  his  goods,  and  obliged  to  Compound,  at  an  exorbitant 
rate,  for  a  small  temporal  estate,  but  fortunately  found  an  asy- 
lumt  tinder  the  hospitable  roof  of  Lady  Paulett,  at  Chiswick ; ' 
and  when  monarchy  again  gained  the  ascendant,  was  almost 
immediately  appointed  Dean  of  Chichester ;  and  in  1663,  Bi- 
shop of  Peterborough,  which  last  dignity,  he  enjoyed  to  the 
•lose  of  his  life,  in  1678.    In  May,  1679 

WxLiAM  Lloyd,  D.D.  received  this  See  in  exchange  for  that 
of  Llandail,  and  on  his  further  translation  to  Norwich^  in  1685, 
it  was  entrusted  to 

Thomas  White,  B.  B.  a  native  of  Kent,  Chaplain  to  the 
Priocess  of  Denmark,  afterwards  Queen  Anne,  and  Archdeacon 
frf  Nottingham.  He  was  installed  in  the  Archbishop's  ChapeU 
at  I^mbctb.  White  was  one  of  the  six  spirited  bishops,  who, 
with  Archbishop  Sancroft  at  their  head*  signed  and  presented  a 
petition  to  James  the  Second,  stating  in  the  meet  firm,  though  re- 


IS 
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fJohrt  William  Eecertoti,  Earl  of  Bridgewafer,  Vlscoajif 
Brackley,  (lO"lt>). 

i  George  Finch,  Ead  of  Wmchelsea,  anU  Notlingbani^j 
I  Viscount  M.iicbtoac,  Haroji  Fitthcrbert,  of  £^^ 
(     well,  antl  Baron  Findi,  of  DavtMitry,  (167J).         | 

rx^^  (  James  Brudenell,  Earl  of  Cardiean^  Baron  BrudeDdLJ 

^^"^ —  J     oiDcan,{mO),  H 

uhk^^,^  5  George  John  Spencec,  Earl  Spencer,  Viscount  Al*{ 

AUhorpc. J     ^^^  ^-,^j3j 

Dratjton, Sackvilftr,  Viscoimt  Sackville,  of  Drayton,  (17S2). 

f7„..  I  *««     -     S  Henry  James  Montague  Scott,  Baron  Montague,  oCJ 
^^"^^A^^** \     Bolighion,  i^-^^^? 

D      i       /  ^      (  K iclvard  AlUworth  Neville  Griffin,  Baron  BraubrooUm  I 
^raylfrooke...  ^     (17S8.) 

Litford,,,.,* *w...Thomas  Pow^'S,  Baron Lilford^  (1 797).  I 

Norden,  in  his  very  short  account  of  this  county  ohscr? esi  ] 

**The  teitilitie,  salutarie  ayre,  pleasent  prospects,  and   conTe<«4 

niencie  of  this  shire,  in  all  tilings^   to  a  generous  and  noble 

tnynde,  have  so  allured  iiobllitie  to  plante  ihejuiiclves  within  the 

^nie,  that  no  shire  within  this  reahne,  can  answer  the  like  num* 

ber  of  Noblemen,  as  are  seated  in  these  parts,**     Her  Majesty^ 

he  says,  had  three  seats,  "  Grafton,  Collewcston,  and  Foiherin- 

giiy,"   and  eleven  pttrAes ;  four  more  belonged   to    Noblement, 

five  to  Knights,  and  five  to  squires.     "  So  full,"  be  further  re*  | 

markA  *'  of  gentry,  that  it  may  be  called  the  Herald*^  Gardat!^ 

S&\TS  OF  Nobility.  J 

WakepiAd  Lawk , Duke  of  Grafton.  I 

Althorpe,  near  NorUiamplon.,.,,...Earl  Spencer 
Apethorpe, Earl  of  W^Lmoreland 

'^  to"' ..'?:!"!'.!;.  "?.^!l'™T  }  ^-^^  of  Northampton. 
Dean,  near  Weldon Earl  of  Cardigan 

Kastojt    Neston  Castle,   near)  i*    ,    #■«      t-. 
Tovvce^ter .' J  ^'''^  ^^  Pomfret.  I 

^^^.,!^!1^l!^1^!!!!!!!!^  \  ^^^  Piizwiniam.  I 

Dkayton*  Hoi^E,  near Thrapston... Viscount  Sackville.  ' 

RusHTON  Hall,  near  Kettering Viscount  CuUcn. 

Ai.DW(trux 
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J\lowinklc,  near  Thrapston Dowager  Lady  Lilford. 

BouGHTON  House,  near  Kettering.. I>ukeand  Duchess  of  Bacdeu^ 
LtLPoxD,  near  Oundle LordLHford.    - 

^S^""^..— ^^^^       !  ^'^  ^^"^*^  < 

Whittlebury  Forest  nr.Towcest.  Lord  Southampton.  ' 

Peterborough  Palace Bishop  of  Peterborough* 

Baronets  and  Commoners. 
Canons  AsHBY>  near  Towcester... Sir  Ed^»ardDrydcn,  Bart. 

B'--  Hau.. {^lUrBefk'S^'Esf "  "' 

Carlton,  near  Rockingham Sir  John  Pabxier^Bart 

^  b""'"!!?.!";^^^^^                   }  Sir  William  Langham,  Bart.    * 
CoTTERSTOcK  Hall,  near  OundIe...Lady  Booth. 
Clopton  Hall Late  Sir  Booth  Williams. 

^'tonl^l'!.!^.^^^^  {  Si^  WiU-iam Wake,  Bart- 

Cranford  Hall,  near  Kettering... Sir  George  Robinson,  Bart. 

Fawsley  Park,  near  Daventry Rev.  Sir  John  Knigbtlcy,  Bart. 

FiNEDON  Hall,  near  Wellingbo- >  Sir  William  Dolben,  Bart.  reii« 
rough 5     dence  of  Earl  of  £gmont. 

HoRTON,  near  Northampton Sir  RobL  Gunning,  K.  B. 

Lamport  Hall. Sir  Justinian  Isham,  Bart. 

Great  Oakley,  near  Kettering SirR.Brooke  deCapelBrooke,Bt 

SuDBOROUCH,  near  Thrapston Rev.  SirThos.  Hewett,  Bart 

Abington. John  Harvey  Thursby,  Esq. 

Arthingworth  Hall Rev.  Langham  Rokeby. 

Ledger's  AsHBY Mrs.  Ashley. 

Ledgers  Ashby  Lodge George  Henr^  Arnold,  Esq. 

AsTROP Rev.  William  Shippen  Willes. 

Aynro  Hall. , W.Ralph  Cartwright,E8^.M.  P. 

Bainton Robert  Henson,  Esq. 

Earl's  Barton William  Whitworth,  Esq. 

Barton  Seagrave  Hall Charles Tibbits,  Esq. 

Barton  Seagrave  Parsonage Hon.  &  Rev.  R.  B.  Stopford. 

Bilung  Paddock Robert  Carey  EJwes,  E«j. 

Blakesley  Haul Mrs.  Wright. 

Blatherwick  Hall. Henry  O'Brien,  Esq. 

BouCHTON • Rich.  Wm.  Howard  Vyw,  M.  P. 

Laxtoit  Hah,  near  KingscUff. George  Fiekc  Evaai,  t^q. 
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BftAPsEir  Hmrtc .„.,... .ConteUust  Uts,  E^q, 

BRixwfjftTH  HALL*.„...,t«.„.,.M.— Wdter Stricklantl,  Esq, 
BKOCKHALL....*M......»..kM.«**»»«>*<>rThoma$  Reeves Thorul on,  £«^ 

Bt'LWiCK  Halu,. M***.*,#i».*P......t...TiKimasTryon,  Esq. 

BvnTOK  Lattmkr.. .,...»,„, *,* Harper,  E^q* 

Chacomg  PtijORV,., .,,,..,,...««.... «..CIi*krles  Fo?£,  Esq. 
CoLTrNOHAM+. ...„..*.,..***.., „..,*„.IIenry  Bowlton»  E«q* 
CoscKovE ,*..* ..,„^ ,..John  Christopher ManSfll,  Es^ 


Cose  ROVE  ?JtiOEr. 


Ditto  tlo.  ilo. 

Residence  of  Miss  X^wiids, 


c«— •-• j  «^  sif £.  S^Z  '""^'^ 

CKANSLEV»,M.*f.« ♦****,*^- John  Capel  Kose»  I'>q. 

n*t*w...,-^«*T  >  MissWrlgfit,   rfsitlence  of  flo- 

DAtLiicGTOK ,. .,.-.  J     ^^^t  ^vk  BUnrnwe,  Es^. 

Dt-LA-PRff  AbFKT,.,.* » EdwTtrd  Bouvme,  Esq. 

DiNCLET  Hau** .,..»..: .i.I^te  John  Peach  llungerford^ 

E ASTON,  near  Stamford.. „„..,.,.„,,., Hon.  John  Monkton. 

Ecto»^ ...,,,.,.,,.,,,..,. .....Samuel  hted.  Ei?q. 

Edccott  Hall ,♦..„,... Thomas  Carter,  M.  P. 

EvDON  Lodge „,.... p.,, ,,.,.,,^-Rev.  Francis  Amie^le^r. 

EARTHmGHQE  .., ««..,.George  Riisli^  Esq. 

FisESHADC  AiVEV.. ...... ..^»»*.,M,  Hon.  John  Monck ton, 

p  J  Mrs.    Ravnstbrdi,  residence    m 

**^ \     John  Gray. 

Glendon  Hall Mrs.  Booth, 

GuiLSBOROUGH  Halu William  Zouch  EMcasWard,Esq. 

East  Haddon  Hall. «...  William  Saw  bridge,  Esq. 

Harlestone  Park Robert  Andrews,  Esq. 

Hollywell William  Lucas,  Esq. 

Imley  Hall Mrs.  Browne. 

Kilmarsh  Hall •  William  Hanbury,  Esq. 

V  ^  ^T.  Reeve  Thornton,  E«q.  re- 

KIKG5THOR1.E   J       ^j,,^,,^^  „f  Laj^  ^.^^^^ 

j^  5  George  Finch  Hat  on,  Esq.  ui\- 

'^^^^^ (      occupied. 

Knuston  Hall ...Jos.Gulston,  Esq. — Unoccupied. 

Marston  St. Lawrence Samuel  Blencourj  Esq. 

Orlingsbury .-...Alien  Edward  Young,  Esq. 

OvERSTONE  Hall * John  Kiplmg,  Esq. 

«               „ .  >  — '—  Money,   E'^q.     residence 

PrTsroRD  Hall J     of  Andrew  Corbet,  Esq. 

6  Palrbroki^' 
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IVniEVftOKC Captain  Hunt. 

RiNG8TEA» Leonard  Burton,  E)><|. 

^"wT-^it^".".  .?^?!!!^".».»»  { "'"^  ®*"*^  ^'*'"^- 

SouTHwicK  Hall..... « George  Francis  Lynn,  Esq. 

StawPord  Hall Henry  Otway,  Esq. 

SUO.OKOVCHHMX S^'trP.J'BJSr'^  *•  *"*. 

Stokb  (Brian)  Park...., Levison  Vernon,  Esq. 

SuLBT  Hall George  Payne,  Esq.  ; 

Terton  House John  Langton,  Esq. 

Thenford  Hall.., ^ Michael  WoodhuU,  Esq. 

Thorpe  Lvbbenham  Hall Francis  Paul  Stratford,  Esq. 

Xrorpe  Mals^r  Hall Thomas  Cecil  Maunsdl,  Esq. 

Thurnby  Hall '. James  Welden  Koberts,  Esq., 

Ufford  Hall ^ Edward  Brown,  Esq. 

Uptok  Hall Thos.6am.^atBO]iSamvell,£sq. 

Wadekho  HikLL.,.. ...-».. Thomas  Hunt, Eqs.  ' 

W-ox  Hov,« l^tSiS-KSS^  ^ 

Welton  Place JohnPlomer  Clarke,  Esq. 

Whittleburv Hon.  and  Rev.  H.  Beauclerk. 

WooLLASTON  Hall. Francis  Dickens,  Esq. 

WooTON  Hill ^.»^ Williaiti  Harris,  Esq. 

WicxEV^.^............w..^w.«w.«.«M.«^Mrs.  ProwsQ. 


Geographical  Features,  Katfrax  History,  Kivers,  Ca- 
nals, Forest^j,  &c. — At  a  former  period  the  greatest  portion  of 
Northamptonshire  was  occupied  by  the  forests  of  Salcey,Whittle- 
wood  and  Rockingham :  and  these  still  cover  above  18,000  acres 
of  land.  This  space,  however,  is  not  wholly  devoted  to  woods.  For 
wifhin  the  boundaries,  numerous  deer,  cattle,  horses  and  sheep, 
are  £ed.  Many  of  these  are  afterwards  fattened  on  the  ridi 
grazing  lands  of  the  county,  and  then  sent  to  the  London  mar- 
kets. The  prevailing  system  of  l)U8bandry  is  grazing,  and 
many  of  the  farmers  are  justly  noted  for  their  skilful  manage- 
ment of  land  and  stock.  Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  "  General  View,**  &c. 
jbears  this  very  honorable  testimony  in  behalf  of  the  Northamp- 
lonshjxe  fiurmers.    ^  Thty  are  not  at  all  wanting  iki  entcrprize, 

energy. 
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energy,  or  the  exertions  necessary  to  effect  improffmema; 
Witness  the  great  progress  already  nude  in  the  improvement 
of  their  sheep  stock;  and  the  aciivity  and  acuteness  displayed 
in  laying  in  their  beasts  for  fatting*  I  have  also  found  them, 
in  general*  liberal,  communicative,  and  free  from  those  narrow 
jealousies  which  are  t<>o  often  excited  by  the  enquiries  of  a 
stmnger."  Mr,  Donaldson  observes  "  there  are  no  very  large 
farms  within  this  county;  for  although  great  progress  haa  of 
late  years  been  made  inincloHing  the  open  fields,  yet  the  lands 
are  generally  parcelled  and  If  t  out  again  to  the  former  renanti^ 
who  occupied  them  in  the  open  field  style,  and  to  such  extent 
as  it  is  supj)osed  their  abilities  and  circumstances  would  enable 
them  to  manage  properly ;  so  that  it  is  only  in  the  old  inclosed 
parishes  where  there  are  farms  of  any  considerable  extent,  and 
even  then  the  rent  of  one  farm  seldom  exceeds  5i)0l.  a  year.** 
In  the  newly  inclosed  parishes  the  farms  are  generally  from 
100/,  to  300/.  per  annam.  Mr.  Pitt  remarks  in '^  a  particular 
examination  of  the  county,  in  the  year  1806,  I  find  that  the 
general  modes  of  occupation  may  be  reduced  to  four. 

"  1.  The  Cf/mmojijietd  occupations^  consisting  of  arable  land 
in  the  common  field  in  constant  Ullage,  and  enclosures  near 
the  town  or  vilbi^e  generally  at  grass,  together  with  the  natu- 
ral grass-land  of  the  valleys,  inclosed  or  open;  these  occupa* 
tions  are  titbeable,  and  the  present  rents  from  lOs,  to  90*.  per 
acre*  In  Roth  well,  a  farm  of  what  is  called  four  yard  lands  or 
about  one  twentieth  part  of  the  pariah,  haa  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acre.^  of  open  land,  and  thirty  acres  inclosed,  live  horses, 
eighteen  head  of  cattle,  of  which  one-half  may  be  milkers, 
and  ninety-six  sheep,  twenty -four  being  attached  to  each  yard 
land, 

"2.  Modern  if iclosttvcs,  In  alternate  tillage  and  pasture.  Tlic 
pastures  generally  stocked,  principally  with  sheep,  of  which 
there  arc  farms  of  various  siitt-s,  with  sometimes  old  pasture 
land  attached,  and  employed  in  ihe  feeding  of  cattle. 

"  3.  Enchscd  landt  in  alternate  tillage  and  pasture,  with  pas- 
ture land  attached  thereto,  the  piMiture  land  generally  applied  to 
5  sup^ 
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«mppbTting  dairy  cows.-  Of  these  there  are  fanna  of  varioui ' 
sUes,  on  M^hich  from  seren,  eight*  and  ten»  to  twenty*  ibrty^ 
and  even  mty  daity  cows  are  kept;  the  principal  object  being 
generally  butter  for  the  London  market  The  incloied  land  of  - 
this  county  is  generally  tithe  free.  Rent  of  hvaan,  at  present^ 
1806,  from  dOc  to  30$.  per  acre;  but  near  towns  the  land  lett 
snnch  higher. 

«'4.  The  anciem  inchted  imtd,  generally  at  grass,  and  applied 
to  feeding  sheep  and  oxen,  or  part  mtmh  tor  hay.  In  soma 
parishes  of  this  class,  little  or  no  grain  is  grown;  the  rent  ge« 
aerally  from  35s.  to  30«.  per  acre.  These  fiurms  are  the  largest 
occupations  in  the  county ;  I  viewed  one  of  six  or  seren  hun^ 
Ared  acrefl^  and  beard  of  much  larger;  but  a  coifeiderable  pro- 
portion of  this  land,  of  uneooth  appearance,  and  OTemm  with 
ant-hills,  k,  probably^  at  a  rent  of  not  more  Chan  90t.  per  acre/* 

Hie  sar&c^  of  this  county  is  peenliarly  advantageous  for  cul^ 
tMadon,  having'  neither  dreary  wastes  nor  rugged  mountains  | 
but  is  every  vrfaere  sufficiently  regular  for  all  the  purposes  of 
husbandry-  and  tillage.  Every  hill  is  cultivated,  or  may  be 
hept  in  a  profitable  state  of  pasturage,  and  every  inequality  in 
the  surfiice  contributes  to  its  ornament  and  beauty.  The  uppe^ 
and  middle  parts  of  the  county  are  abundantly  covered  with  ex« 
tensive  wood^  which  are  intersected  wstb  numerousi  vistas  and 
hiwns. 

Mr.  Donaldson,  in  his  "  General  view ''  states,  that  there  are 
816  parish^  in  this  county,  927  of  which  are  in  a  state  of  in^ 
closure,  and  89  in  open  field ;  besides  which,  there  are  many 
thousand  acres  of  woodlands,  and  a  large  tract  <»f  .rich  valuable 
land,  called  the  Great  Peterborongh  Fen,  in  a  state  of  common- 
age ;  so  that  supposing  the  inclosed  part  of  the  county  at  pre* 
sent  under  the  most  approved  modes  of  management,  there  it 
above  one-third  of  the  wiiole,  by  no  means  in  the  best  state  of 
cultivation,  of  which  it  is  susceptible.  Without  enumerating 
the  various  small  commons,  or  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
common  rights  of  pasturage,  it  may  be  sufiicient  to  mention 
particularly.  , 
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The  Grzat  Petebbobouch  Fen,  a  tract  of  fine  level  ba^ 
pantaining  between  »ix  aad  seven  tlumftaad  acres,  of  a  mH^ 
eqtut  perhaps  to  any  in  the  kingdom^  and  capable  of  the  high* 
erit  cultivation.  It  is  situated  between  Peterborough  and  Croir* 
land,  towards  the  north-eastern  angle  of  the  county,  and  is 
fubject  to  the  d«pasiurage  of  the  cattle,  horses^  and  sheep  of 
Ihirty-two  parishes  or  to^vnships,  which  comprise  what  is  com* 
monly  called  the  Soke  of  Peterborough.  The  right  of  rom- 
monage  is  considered  to  be  scarcely  of  any  value:  but  if  thk 
portion  of  land  was  converted  into  private  property*  and  di* 
vided  into  farms  of  a  proper  size^  advantages*  both  of  a  public 
tod  private  nature,  tnu^t  necessarily  be  the  result. 

Woodlands.  The  extensive  tracts  of  woodland  in  this  caontr 
consiiit  either  of  fore^u^,  chuses,  or  purlieu  woods.  Of  the 
forests,  the  principal  is  that  oC  E-xking/tam,  which  is  Attuated  in 
the  northej-n  part  of  ihe  cotiniy,  and  extends  for  nearly  twenty 
miles  in  one  direction  The  two  large  forests  of  Whittlitwood  and 
^alcey,  lie  towards  the  southern  border  of  the  county.  There 
are  two  chaset;  Gcddington  and  Yardiy  :  the  former  was  once 
a  part  of  Rockingham  forest ;  but  perraiasion  vi*as  given  by  the 
crown,  many  years  since,  to  the  ance^vlors  of  the  Montague  fa- 
inily  to  disforosit  it,  and  convert  it  into  a  cha&e.  Yardiy  chase 
was  once  a  part  of  iialcey  forest,  but  has  also  been  disforested. 
Purlieu  woods,  arc  those  which  are  situated  in  ihe  vicinity  of 
the  forests,  and  wliich  at  one  time  formed  a  part  of  them;  but 
the  ruspcctive  owners  having  at  some  fomn^f  periods  obtained 
grants  from  the  Crown  to  disforest  them,  and  to  consider  them 
as  their  own  private  property,  they  are  not  now  subject  to  any 
of  the  regulations  of  forest  woods.  Tiic  purlieu  woods  arc  ex- 
tensive and  numerous  in  this  county,  particularly  towards  the 
southern  side*  and  upon  the  borders  of  Rockingham  forest; 
and  besides  these,  there  are  several  soiqII  tracts  of  vroodland 
very  advivntageously  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 
The  underwood  in  the  forests  and  chases,  principally  consists 
of  black  and  white  thorn,  aith,  stdlow,  oiaple,  and  a  small  prY»- 
Iportion  of  banlc,  As  the  history,  extent,  rights  and  peculia- 
rities 
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jities  of  tbt  Ibreiks,  censtitute  a  natond  ^ture  in  the  topogim- 
pbical  ajtnals  of  this  oouiity«  it  will  b«  fequim«e  to  detail  thtfrti 
more  fully.  In  the  History  of  Hampshire,  voL  Y.  of  thii  worl^ 
will  be  feond  an  acconnt  of  officers^  and.yarioas  other  particil^ 
krs  iseipecting  the  royal  foresu. 

The  FoaasT  of  Salcst,  is  situated  near  the  sonth-eastena 
i>order  of  the  coimty,  where  it  j<Mns  Backinghamshire.  From  a 
perambulation,  made  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  the  Firsts  it 
appears  that  the  limits  had  been  extended  by  King  John-;  hvS$ 
that  the  woods  and  lawns  afibrested  by  that  kingr^were  disa^ 
ibresked  by  £dward»  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  Ckartu  db 
FortHa^  and  in  consequence  of  a  grant  of  a  fifteenth  part  of  the 
moveables  of  all  his  subjects.  But  though  the  Forest  was,  by 
thiseoiemn  proceeding*  brought  bacjctoits  ancient  bounds,  and 
ahough  the  limits  thus  established,  were  followed  and  confirmed 
by  usage,  for  more  than  three  hundred  years,  an  attempt  wna 
aaade  by  Charies  the  First,  again  to  enlarge  the  Forest,  and  with, 
that  Tiew,  in  the  year  1639,  a  new  perambuktiott  was  made>  by 
which  •'^coosiderable  extent  of  country  was  added  to  it»  and 
aubjected  to  the  burthen  of  the  Forest  Laws ;  but  this  oppreisiTe 
measure,  which  was  extended  also  to  seteral  other  forest^  was 
ffendered  inefiectual  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  in  1641,  which 
confined  all  the  Royal  Forests  to  their  reputed  hmits  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  the  preceding  reign.  \ 

The  lands,  now  considered  as  forest,  and  in  which  the 
crown  is  possessed  of  the  timber  and  other  valuable  righta,  ex-' 
tend  in  length,  about  two  miles  and  a  half,  and  in  breadth  nearly 
one  mile  and  a  halt^and  contain  1847  acres,  S3' polesi,  statute 
measure,  consisting  of  the  following  particulars : 
Acres  R.  P. 

JlSl.  3.  24.'  are  divided  iuto  84  ooppicea  ooverMl  »itk  tiaabar  snd  un- 
derwood, 

470.  3.  37.  are  open  plains  and  dding^  never  inclosed. 
74.  t.  8.  are  inclosed  meadow  and  pastnre  lands,  occujned  b^  t^  Warden 
and  Keepers,  with  their  respective  lodges. 

i79.  2. 34.  an  inclosed  tawni^  appropmied  to  tbs  a»»of  tks  dHr,  witk$ 
pottle  of  tbe  Wsnku  aud^Keepera, 

Ti»f 
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The  whole  is  divided  into  foar  walk*,  vb.  Hamlopt  Piddki^ 
ton,  Huttii'eift  and  the  Deputy  Bangrr's  ivallc.  The  first  is 
partly  in  Hnnslop  paii^h,  and  partly  extni-[}arocbial ;  the  se- 
cond, in  the  parish  of  Fiddington  ;  the  third,  in  the  parishes  of 
Hartwell,  Ashlon,  Piddiiigton,  and  part  extra- parochial ;  the 
fourth,  in  the  parish  of  Piddington,  and  partly  extra-parochiah 

By  the  custom  of  this  forest,  the  under-wood  of  the  several 
coppires,  is  cut  in  rotation,  at  twenty-one  years'  growth  ;  and 
after  each  cutting,  the  coppices  arc  inclosedi  so  as  to  exclude 
the  coratnonable  calUe,  of  th<?  forest,  for  nine  years,  but  the  deer 
are  adauLted  into  thein  tvco  years  sooner*  by  mt'ans  of  creeps 
and  deer  leaps,  made  in  the  fences.  At  the  end  of  nine  ycarsy 
they  arc  again  thrown  open,  and  so  continue  for  ihe  remaining 
twelve  years  until  tlie  period  of  cutting  the  under-wood  returns* 

The  owners  or  occupiers  of  lands  in  the  parishes  of  Hartwell 
Ashton,  Quinton,  Piddington,  and  Hackleton^  ixi  Norttiampton- 
shire,  and  Hanslop,  in  tlie  county  of  Bucks,  claim  a  right  of  com- 
mon of  pasture,  in  the  forest,  from  Old  May-day  lo  Martinmiis 
C^^d  of  Nov,)  for  as  many  horses  and  caw9,  as  they  <^aii  keep  in 
%viuter,  on  their  lands,  to  which  the  right  is  appendants 

The  Forest  of  Salcey,  was  made  part  of  the  honour  of  Gral* 
tojit  by  Act  of  Parliament,  33*  Henry  VIII.  and  during  the 
time  that  the  coppices  continued  in  the  actual  possession  of  the 
crown,  the  undt-rwood  was  cut  and  sold,  from  time  to  time,  by 
ihe  regn far  Woodward,  by  virtue  of  warrants,  froru  the  Lord 
Treasurer  or  Chancellor  -of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  profits  ac-* 
counted  for  to  the  kind's  use. 

In  thcUth  year  of  Charles  theSecond,  this  forest  togerher  with 
that  of  \V  hi  tile  wood,  were  settled  on  Queen  Catharine,  for  her 
life,  as  part  of  her  jointure,  reservin.*^  all  the  timber  trees  and  sap- 
lings ftir  the  use  of  the  crown.  And  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of 
that  king,  the  several  coppices,  woods,  under-woods,  and  wood- 
lands in  both  these  forests,  were  granted  to  Henry,  Earl  of  Arling- 
ton, for  the  term  of  his  life,  after  the  decease  of  the  Queen,  and 
after  his  death,  lo  Henry,  Earl  of  Eustoti,  (afterwards  Duke  ^f 
Grafton}  Charles,  Earl  of  Southampton,  and  George  Lord  Fita- 
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roy,  otlifirwiae  Lord  George  Pblmer,  soni  of  Chsarles  the  Second, 
and  their  respective  heirs  malcp  for  ever.  By  virtoe  of  this 
grant,  which  commenced  on  the  death  of  the  Queen  Dowager, 
Slat  of  December,  1705>  the  iaimlj  of  Grafton  'became  entitled 
to,  and  now  possess  the  underwood  In  the  several  coppiceiw 
which*  after  each  cutting>  are  enclosed  with  a  strong  hedge  and 
ditch,  at  the  expence  of  the  Dake  of  Grafton,  except  in  thoa* 
parts  where  the  fences  of  the  coppices  form  part  of  the  outer 
boandar;  of  the  forest,  the  greater  pott  of  which,  is  fenced  bj 
the  proprietors  of  the  adjacent  lands,  and  the  residutrwith  posii 
and  rails,  at  the  etpence  of  the  crown*  The  right  lo  the  under* 
wood,  is  the  only  property,  which  the  family  of  Grafton,  af^peav 
to  have  in  Salcey  Forest 

This  forest  is  nnder  the  govemnient  of  the  following  effioen^ 
▼is.  a  Warden,  or  Master  Forester ;  Lieutenant,  or  Deputy  War- 
den ;  two  Verderers ;  a  WoodWa^;  three  Yeomen-keepers  of 
the  several  walks  of  Hanslop,  I^dington,  and  Hartwell ;  one 
Page  Keeper ;  and  the  Stirreyor  General  of  the  woods-  and 
forests. 

The  Warden,  in  right  of  tins  office,  possesses  the  Chmi 
Lodge,  which  is  a  well  built  Inrick  honse,  having  ofllces,  with 
gardens,  and  pleasure  grounds  attached  to  it 

The  number  of  deer  kept  in  this  forest,  is  about  one  thousands 
of  all  sorts ;  and  the  number  kilM  annually,  is  about  twenty- 
eight  brate  of  bucks,  and  twenty-four  of  does ;  of  which  four 
bucks,  and  four  does,  are  supplied  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's 
household,  in  pursuance  of  warrants,  from  the  Board  of  Green 
Cloth ;  and  six  bucks  and  six  does,  (more  or  lesi!,  as  the  forest 
is  able  to  supply,)  are  killed,  under  warrants  from  the  Cofferer's 
Office,  or  Clerk  of  the  Venison  warrants^  for  the  use  of  the  public 
offices,  and  for  persons  accustomed  to  have  venison  from  the 
royal  forests.  Besides  these,  the  Verderen  of  the  forest,  tlui 
Chief  Justice  of  Eyre,  and  his  Secretary,  and  the  Surveyor  Ge* 
neral  of  the  woods,  have  «ach  a  fee  buck»  and  doe,  yearly  $  thn 
Deputy  Warden,  six  btfcks  and  does ;  and  each  of  the  three 


Vfeomcn  Keepers,  *mp  brace  of  bucks,  atid  one  of  does.     The  rt^ 
5iduc  are  disposed  of  by  the  Warden, 

The  Vtrrdcrers  in  lliis,  a*  in  all  forest*^;,  are  chosen  by  the  frc»- 
Kolders  <»f  the  coiinty>  Thctr  ufficc  4!%  judicial  U»  preside  at  the 
fore.st  coiirL^,  and  to  take  co^iizance  of  all  trespasses,  relative  to 
ten  and  Tenison  :  but  no  courts  are  now  held  for  this  forest. 

Dy  u  survey  of  the  timber,  taken  in  the  year  1G08,  it  appears 
t1>at  there  wen-  then/gfowincr  in  this  forest,  15,274  timber  tree&» 
of  oakj  then  raltifd  at  11,951/.  besides  440  dectiying  tree*,  ▼i-' 
liied  at  I4fl/.  \^^  4V,  The  number  of  loads,  of  timber,  \a  not 
mentioned  in  this  survey  ;  but  as  we  find,  from  other  authentic. 
docunu-m.s  of  the  .saine  period^  tlmtthc  general  price  of  oak  tim- 
ber was  then  about  ten  .shiUings  per  toad,  girt  measure,  the 
15,S74  oak  trees,  which  were  valued  at  near  16*.  eachp 
nuist  have  contained,  one  with  another,  not  less  than  a  toad 
and  a  half  of  timber,  or  about  22,911  loads,  girt  measure,  which 
is  eqna!  to  34,S60,  Sf|iiare  measure. 

On  a  survey,  taken  in  I78;i,  tht-re  \rcrc  reported  to  be  tl^n 
in  this  forest,  only  $«9lH  oak  trees,  fit  for  the  narvi  (includin}^ 
a! I  tfees  do\rn  to  ttrirty  feet  of  timber,)  containing  by  compura- 
tion,  3,745  loads  of  timber,  sqnare  oieasmre;  and  only  IM 
scrubbed,  dnatard,or  defertive  trees,  of  above  thirty  feel  each, 
besides  browac  trees,  of  which  there  were  8,966  oak  trees,  con* 
taintTg  bv  coniputation,  7,3^H  loads  of  limber,  square  measure, 
a!id  S,9l4  bro%vse  ashc*;  so  that  the  timber,  fit  for  the  ua^\  ac- 
cording to  this  !«tjrvf»y,  wn?  little?  more  than  one-tenth  part  of  the 
qiianthy  fit  for  naral  uie,  throwing  in  this  forest,  in  16CI8* 

The  whole  produce,  of  the  timber  and  wood,  felled  and  sold, 
in  this  foreiAi  for  the  use  of  the  crown,  Ironi  the  death  of  the 
Queen  Dowager,  to  the  end  of  tin.'  year,  1786,  amouuts  to  the 
wim  of  6.447/.  3*.  ^k/.which  falls  hhort  441/.8*.  <>!</.  of  the  feei^, 
poundage,  and  other  dinbun^mcnts  attendant  thereon.  But 
there  is  to  by  taken  into  this  account,  the  timber  snpplicsd  for 
the  use  of  the  navy,  from  17^1,  to  1786,  (the  only  part  of  the 
above  period,  'u\  which  naval  timber  va»  felled,)  of  vhich  the 
i>«t  produce  was  ;?,l  1  \i.  15j.  iJt/,  from  which  the  «aid  deficiency, 
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441/.  18i.  Gid.  being  dedncted>  the  net  produce  of  lite  wood  and 
timber,  from  1705  to  1786,  was  2JQQ&L  17«.  1^^  against  which 
h  to  be  set  the  Warden's  and  Woodward's  salary,  amounting  in 
that  period  to  3645/.  so  that  the  expences  pR  this  forest,  from 
1705,  to  1786,  have  exceeded  the  whole  produce  of  the  wood 
sales  and  naval  timber,  by  the  sum  of  1,5781,  2«.  \0\d. 

That  so  valuable  a  property  as  the  timber,  in  aforest,of  abovt 
1,800  acres  extent,  fiiUy  planted,  and  exceUeni  in  soil,  should  b« 
jK)  unproductive,  and  yet  the  stock  remaining,  so  f  omparatively 
inconsiderable,  can  only  be  imputed  to  the  ruinpus  effects  of 
a  mixture  of  opposite  interests,  in  the  same  property,  and  of  tht 
system  of  management  of  the  royal  forests,  which  has  prevailed 
for  many  years  past  This  system,  like  that  of  the  generality  of 
public  oflices,  is  not  only  destructive  of  public  property,  but  pe- 
culiarly injurious  to  all  classes  of  the  community,  excepting  the 
pi^rsons,  who  are  immediately  profiling  by  peculation,  and  con- 
verting that  to  self-aggraadisepdent,  which  justly  belongs  U} 
the  country.  This  practice  has  prevailed  from  time  immemo- 
rial, and  continues  its  ruinous  operation,  in  spite  of  the  remonA^ 
trances  of  commissioners,  and  the  general  voice  of  complaint 
Us  effects,  in  forests,  particularly,  arise  from  the  destructioil  of 
young  timber,  by  lopping  them  for  browse  wood,  whereby  the 
officer^  are  enriched^  at  the  expence  of  the  public  purse.  "  The 
office,"  report  the  commissioners,  "  of  Surveyor  of  the  Woods, 
as  4it  present  constituted,  the  nature  of  its  perquisites,  and  the 
mode  of  executing  the  business  of  that  department,  are  addi- 
tional cauiies  of  waste  and  expencet  The  poundugi;  of.&%'e  per 
i^ent  on  all  monie^,  coming  to  the  hands  of  the  Sprveyor>>general, 
and  another  poundage  of  five  per  cent  on  the  expenditure  of 
those  monies,  make  it  the  interest  of  that  officer,  to  fell  the 
timber,  and  to  promote  and  enhance  the  expence  of  repairs  and 
works,  in  the  forests.  The  whole  of  the  actual  business  in -the 
forests,  being  transacted  by  deputies,  and  thos^  deputies  not 
acting  upon  oath ;  the  sales  of  the  wood  and  timber,  being 
wholly  under  their  direction,  without  any  adequate  check  or 
^'OBtroul^  and  those  dfputiej,  in  many  instances,  (as  appear  by 
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our  former  reports)  the  buyers  of  the  wood  and  timber,  sold  Iff 
themselves;  the  works  and  repairs,  being  citlier  performed  by 
them,  or  by  workmen  of  their  appointment,  upon   estimates  of 
iheir  own  forming  ;  and  neither  thoae  estimates,  made  on  oath, 
nor  the  works  afterwards  surveyed,  or  the  accounts  sworn  tOr 
by  those  who  transact  the  business,  though  the  Surveyor  (tene^ 
ral  himaclf  is  accountable  on  oath,  must  leave  the  whole  entirely 
dependent  on  the  pergonal  integrity  of  an   individual  who  is 
neither  from  rank  or  situation,  or  the  fair  emoluments  of  oifice^ 
placed  above  tlie  temptation  of  ordinary  corniptioa  ;  and  vet 
this  officer  is  the  only  one  who  has  any  special  char^  of  the 
growing  timber  in  the  forests."     These,  are  serious  <rharg«%j 
and   call  loudly  for  retires*!.     The  Report  further    states,  that 
the  stools  or  roots  of  the  trees  felled,  which  unquestionably  be-  , 
long  to  the  crowni,  are  here  taken  by  the  Keepers.     In  a  large  I 
fiili  of  timber,  this  article  might  be  worth  attention:  bat  the 
Deputy  Surveyor  of  this  forest,  whose  duty  it   is  to  attend  to' 
the  interest  of  the  Crown  there,  is  also  one  of  the  Keepers  of 
Wiiittlewood  Forest,  and  therefore  has  a  double  charge, and  ilie 
op portu n  i  t  y  o f  niak  i n  g  d ou b  1  e  p  rofits, 

Tlie  soil  of  this  forest  appears  to  be  peculiarly  adapted  to 
the  growth  of  large  timber;  as  a  proof  of  which,  may  be 
mentioned,  that  there  is  one  aimaU  oak  trect  seventeen  yards  in 
circumference  ;  and  the  trees  in  general  arc  larger  and  longer  \ 
than  tho!*e  hi  the  neighbouring  Forest  of  Whittlewood;  but  the 
under-wood  here  is  of  inQcli  less  vahie,  the  land  being  cold  | 
and  wet,  and  lying  very  flat  The  succession  of  young  timber 
in  this  forest  is,  comparatively,  v^ry  small,  chiefly  owing  to 
the  great  quantity  of  browse  trees,  which.  In  178S  were  no  less 
than  I7,rj80,  of  oak  and  ash,  being  more  than  double  the  number 
of  all  the  other  tfees  in  the  forest,  down  to  saplings  and  storert 
of  two  feet  each. 

The  Forest  of  Whittlewood,  though  prindpally  belonging 
to  the  County  of  Northampton,  extends  into  the  adjoinidg 
Counties  of  Oxford  and  liiickingham,  and  has  been  formerly  of 
yery  considerable  cxt*nt.     Many  of  the  facts  already   stated, 
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ffcspectmg  the  Forest  of  Salcey,  are  equally  applicable  to  thtk 
•f  WkittleWood,  and  therefore  it  will  be  uimeceisary  to  re* 
peatthem. 

This  Forest,  as  well  as  that  of  Salcey»  is  part  of  the  Hononr  of 
GraftoD :  a  perambulation  made  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First* 
describes  separately  the  parts  lying  within  the  three  counties 
above  named:  the  bounds  of  the  Forest,  and  the  operation  of 
the  forest  laws  were  greatly  extended  15  Charles  I.;  but 
an  act  of  Parliament  in  the  next  year  restored  the  ancient 
limits  .as  prescribed  by  the  perambulation  of  Edward  the 
Firstt  and  confirmed  SO  James  I.  But  a  part  only  of  tha 
lands  within  those  limits  seems  now  to  be  considered  as  forest 
That  part  contains  5^424  acres  1  rood  11  poles,  and  is  almost 
•otirely  encompassed  with  a  ring  mound,  which  has  been  it» 
boundary  beyond  the  memory  of  the  oldest  man.  The  rest  of 
the  land,  within  the  ancient  perambulation,  but  without- that 
nound,  consists,  as  in  Salcey,  of  many  estates  belonging  to  se- 
veral proprietors,  who  are,  some  wholly,  some  partially,  ex- 
fiqpted  from  forest  laws.  The  part  within  the  mound  consists 
•f  the  following  particulars. 

Acres.  H.  t>. 

9895    0    fS    are  divided  into  €9  coppkct  covered  with  timber  and  ondsr- 
wood. 
t8T    0    S4    are  open  plains  and  ridings  never  inclosed. 
319    S      5    are  inclosed  meadow  and  pasture  lands*  appropriated  to  the 

use  of  the  Lord  Warden,  Lieutenant  and  Keepers. 
-  399    1    31    are  inclosed  lawns*  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  deef,  and 
the  cattle  of  the  Warden  and  Lieutenant. 

The  whole  is  divided  into  five  walks,  viz.  Hazleborough,  Shol- 
brook,  Wakefield,  Hanger,  and  Shrobb :  the  first  situated  in  the 
parishes  of  Whitfield  and  Silverstone;  the  second  in  that  of 
Whittlebury;  the  third  in  the  parishes  of  Whittlebury,  Potters* 
bury,  Passenham,  Dcnshanger,  and  Lillingston  Dayr^ll;  th# 
fourth  and  fifth  in  the  parish  of  Passenham. 

The  coppices  in  this  forest,  like  those  in  Salcey,  are  cut  in 
rotation  at  twenty-one  years  growth;  after  each  cutting,  th^j 
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UT  inclosed  for  nine  years,  and  then  thrown  open  to  the  dttf 
%iid  citttle  for  the  rcmainmg  twelve  years ;  excepting  thotm  m 
Shrobb  Walk,  which  is  conHtanily  inclosed,  the  Walk  not  be* 
iiij^  siibjccl^tfl  any  ri^ht  of  common.  The  wood,  nndtrwood, 
and  linibefj  in  seven  coppices,  beinp  that  part  of  Haitleborough 
Walk  which  lic»  in  Silverstonc  pansh»  now  belong  to  Eart 
Buihurst ;  tlic  cFimn  having  no  other  right,  than  that  of  herbage 
and  cover  for  the  d<;t?r.  The  remaining  sixty-two  coppices  be 
longed  lo»  and  were  in  the  actual  pos^sston  of»  the  crown  t?H 
17  Charles  IL  when  this  forest  and  that  of  Salcey,  were 
iettled  on  Que«jn  Catherine  for  life*  a?i  part  of  her  joii^ttire^ 
In  the  iwcnty-hfth  of  the  «aine  reign,  the  copp'icet  in  boffcr 
tort'Sts  were  granted  to  Lard  Arlin^on  for  his  Hfc,  (after 
liiti  Qui^cn's  death,)  u  ith  remainder  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  and 
Cither  sons  of  the  King,  a>  has  been  noticed  respecting  Salcey 
Forf*t. 

Fifteen  parishes  enjoy,  under  ccTram  limitations,  the  priviTege 
4»f  common  pasture  in  the  fttrc^i  of  Whitilewood :  of  these,  six, 
cJtlk'd  Iri-parblies,  send  their  cjittle  into  the  forest  from  March 
2,*  to  Novf  inber  I ;  and  nine,  called  OiVor  Out-pari^bes*  turn  in 
their  cuttle  from  April  "2,1  to  Scpleiiiber  t?5»  The  quantity  of 
hind  ,siihJRct  to  ri^htf  of  common  is  4,486  acres*  ^  roodn,  9potei, 
bein^  the  whole  of  what  is  now  de(?med  forest  land,  excepllDf 
Shrobb  Walk,  the  bwiis,  and  other  inclased  lands. 

Thi*  forest  is  under  thesupcrintendance  and  care  of— A  Lord 
Warden  or  Master  Forester— Lieutenant  or  Deputy  Warden- 
Two  V erd ere rs-^Wood ward— Purlieu  Runj;er— Five  Kerpem* 
and  Six  Fajje-Keepers — besides  the  Surveyor-General  of  the 
Wood-*  and  Forests. 

Hy  gnnil  wf  11  Anne,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  holds  the  office 
of  Lord  Warden  or  Master  Forester,  which  given  him  the  pos- 
semhai  of  the  chief  lodge,  called  Wakt'/icld-Lod;^,  with  the 
giirden^.  pleasnre  grounds,"  and  inclo.sed  nieadow  lands,  con- 
taining together  nearly  117  acres  with  the  p*u1urage  for  cattle 
in  common  with  the  deer,  in  an  inclosed  lawn,  called  Wakefield 
Lft\\  ij,  c'uitainiTitf  upward*;  uf  21,'i  across.     His  ijrace  has  alao,  ss 
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Heredittry  Keeper,  the  custody  and  management  of  the  deer  s 
no  more*  however,  seems  to  have  been  required  from  his  family* 
since  the  date  of  the  patent,  than  to  answer  certain  warrants  fof 
ih«  supply  of  his  Majesty's  household,  and  the  public  offices,  or 
-others  accustomed  to  have  venison  from  the  rojral  forests.  The 
residue  appears  to  have  been  lef^  to  the  disposal  of.  the  Lord 
Warden.  .♦ 

The  number  of  deer  at  present  kept  within  the  forest,  is  com- 
puted to  be  about  1800  of  all  sorts;  and  the  nuUiber  killed,  iM 
year  with  another,  is  about  138  bucks  and  100  does. 

In  the  survey  made  in  the  year  1608,  Whittlewood  Forest  i# 
stated  to  contain  51/)46  timber  trees  of  oak,  then  valued  al 
^7S5L,  and  360  decaying  trees  valued  at  133^  6s.  Sd:  the 
quantity  of  timber  is  not  mentioned,  but,  according  to  the  com* 
putation  noticed  in  Salcey  Forest,  it  must  have  been  from  40  tor 
M,000  lobdfl  girt  measure,  or  from  60  to  75,000  loads  square 
meiwiire. 

From  the  Treasury  warrants  and  the  accounts  of  the  SurveyoriH 
General,  it  appears  that  the  whole  produce  of  the  timber  felled 
in  thb  forest,  from  the  death  of  the  Queen  Dowager  in  1705,  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1786,  including  480  loads  taken  for  worltt 
at  Blenheim,  but  excluding  what  has  been  felled  for  the  ndvy^ 
amounts  to  37,026/.  15*.  6<2» — the  payments  for  repairs,  fees> 
poundage,  and  other  attendant  disbursements,  in  that  period,  are 
S8,^79L  16#.  lO^d,  exceeding  the  produce  by  1353/.  Is.  ^d. 
The  timber  felled  for  the  navy  from  1772  (the  earliest  fall  on 
that  account}  to  1786>  netted  7648/.  9v.  Id:  and  of  that  supplied 
for  the  same  purpose  from  1786  to  1790,  the  net  produce  is 
6053/.  10}.  2c/.— making  together  13^701/.  19^.  2d.,  whence  the 
deficit  of  the  crown  sales,  1353/.  being  deducted,  the  remainder 
12,348/.  17*.  I0\d,  shows  the  clear  produce  to  the  crown  since 
the  forest  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Grafton  family^ 
being  85  years,  averaging  abotit  145/.  5*.'  7d,  per  annum. 

By  the  surtey  taken  in  i  783,  there  appeared  to  be  growing 
in  this  forest  5211  timber  trees  fit  for  the  navy,  containing  72S0 
load^  of  timber  square  measure ;  and  402  scrubbed,  dotard,  and 
decayed  trees,  containing  569  loads.    The  sam«>  survey  statet 
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that  there  were  16^17  Uees  in  the  forest  coiutantly  lopped  fotf 
browse  for  the  deer,  viz.  63S5  oak  treeSi  computed  to  cootab 
8,907  loails  of  timber  square  meaBure,  (being  more  than  &  load 
and  quarter  each  on  an  avenjse,)  and  12,i8i  ash  trees,  contain^ 
ins:  3512  loads ;  ao  that  the  number  and  contents  of  the  hroWMd 
oaks  was  {greater  ttian  of  the  cjak  trees  reported  to  be  fit  for  the 
navy,  of  which  the  number  in  the  coppices  was  not  quite  lhr«e 
trees  to  every  two  acres  of  land.  Between  the  years  llTiznd 
Mas  there  had  been  felled  for  the  navy  1461  trees,  producing 
1335  loads;  if  thtse  be  added  to  the  trees  uf  30  icet  and  op- 
wardB>  growing  in  the  eoppiees  at  the  time  of  the  survey,  the 
number  would  still  be  less  than  two  trees  to  an  acre;  und  if  tha 
browse  oaks  be  taken  into  the  compotation.  the  whole  numbec 
of  the  tree*  of  thirty  feet  and  upwards,  %vould  be  little  mOie 
than  three  trees  to  an  acre. 

The  FoRisT  OP  HocKiNGUAM  Is  situated  in  the  northera  pait^H 
of  the  county,  and  is  esteemed  to  have  been  anciently  one  o|W 
the  largest  forests  in  the  kingdom.     In  a  perambulation  dated 
14th  of  Edward  1.  it  is  described   as   extending    irota  N 
thaniptun  to   Stamford,  being  about  30  miles  in  length; 
^om   the   river  Tslen,  on  the  south,  to  those   of  the  Wei 
and  Maidweli,  on  the  north-west;  being  :i  medium  breadth 
nearly  8  miles.     This  extent  was  limiitcd  soon  after  the  ace 
sion  of  Henry  tlie  Second;    but  the  bounds  was  particulArl 
apecitied    and   settled  in  the   17th  of  Charles  I.      The 
consists   of  three   separate  districts,    called  the   Bailiwicki 
Rockin^hnm^  Brigslock,  and  Clive  or  Clitfe,    situated  nt 
distance  of  two  or  four  miles  from  each  other;  each  of  whi 
M   divided    into    several  walks,   viz.    Rockingham     int 
Lawn  of  Beneljeld,  the  West  Bailiwick,  or  West  Walk,  Gi 
ton  Woods  and  little  Wcidon  Woods,  Weedhaw  and  Th« 
haw,  ami  Corby  Wwids; — Brigstock  into  Geddington  W 
and    Farming    Woods; — and    Clitic  into  Westhay,   Moorha] 
and  Sulehay,  Fiirms,  and  Short%vood.     These  three  Bailin  i 
were  lNi)rmerly  under  the  ^uperintendancc  of  one  Warden, 
Master  Forester,  of  the  whole  forest;  which  otficewas  gi 
in  the  1st  of  Jamea  I.  to  Thomas  I«ord  Burleigh  for  thnt 
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K\res.  Charles  the  First  divided  or  rather  abolished  that  office, 
and  constituted  three  Master  Foresters  of  separate  districts. 
The  Master  Forestership  of  Rockingham-Bailiwick>  wkh  Qed« 
ington  Woods,  was  granted  in  the  4th  of  Charles  I.  to  Ed- 
ward Lord  Montague  for  three  lives;  but  no  subsequent  grant  of 
it  appears :  that  of  Cliffe-Bailiwick  was  granted  in  the  5th  of 
Charles  the  First,  to  trusteefi»for  Mildmay,  Earl  of  Westmorland 
for  three  lives,  and  is  now  held  by  the  present  Earl  of  West- 
morland on  the  same  tenure :  and  that  of  Farming- Woods,  tha 
patent  for  which  was  not  sued  out  in  that  reign,  was  granted  in 
the  27th  of  the  nex^  to  Sir  John  Robinson,  for  three  lives* 
and  is  now  held  by  the  Earl  of  Upper  Ossory.  The  other  offi- 
cers of  this  forest,  in  the  reigns  of  James  the  First  and  Charles 
the  First,  besides  the  Warden,  were  a  Lieutenant,  four  Verde- 
rers,  a  Ranger  of  the  Forest,  and  under  Ranger  of  each  Baili- 
wick,  a  Bow  Bearer,  Master  Keepers,  and  under  Keepers  of  the 
respectiye  walk8>  and  twelve  Regarders  for  each  Bailiwick,  be- 
sides Woodwards  and  under  Woodwaitls.  One  court  of  Swani- 
mote  was  held  for  the  two  Bailiwicks  of  Rockingham  and  Brig- 
Stock,  and  another  for  the  Bailiwick  of  ClifFe.  But  since  the 
abolition  of  the  office  of  Warden,  and  the  discontinuance  of  the 
forest  courts,  the  forest  has  been  principally  under  the  care  of. 
the  hereditary  keepers;  and  the  three  Bailiwicks  have  been 
wholly  unconnected  in  respect  to  their  government  or  manage- 
ment The  election  of  Verderers  isstill  continuedi  though  the 
office  is  now  little  more  than  nominal. 

The  Bailiwick  of  Rockingham  comprises  divers  extensive 
woods  in  the  parishes  of  Cottiui<ham,  Middleton,  Great  and 
Little  Oakley,  Gretton,  Little  Weldon,  and  Corby,  reputed  to 
contain  about  3500  acres ;  a  large  open  plain  called  Rockingham- 
shire,  and  several  smaller  plains,  containing  together  about  560 
acres,  and  an  inclosed  lawn,  called  Benefieid  Lawn,  containing 
about  384  acres.  The  woods  and  plains  within  this  Bailiwick 
belong  to  the  Earls  of  Harcourt  and  Cardigan,  Lord  Rondeau 
George  Finch  Hatton,  Esq.,  and  other  proprietors;  and  are  sub- 
ject to  the  feed  of  the  deer,  and"  commonable  to  the  adjacent 
towns  and  parishes.  The  hum  of  Benefield  is  a  tract  of  pasture 
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Imd  in  ih*  nature  of  a  park,  inclosed  and  set  ap^rl  for  the  feed. 
ing  of  the  deer,  and  not  subject  to  any  right  of  common.  Thi* 
lawn,  and  the  keeperiihips  of  the  seireral  walks,  are  held  by  Mr» 
llatton,  by  virtue  of  a  giant  in  fee  to  Sir  Christopher  Hatton, 
in  the  25th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

*'The  number  of  deer  supplied  from  thifi  Bailiwick,  is,  for  the 
use  of  the  cro\¥n,  four  brace  and  half  of  bucksj  and  the  same 
number  of  does,  and  for  the  forest  officers  eleven  brace  of  each* 
in  the  whole  fifteen  brace  and  half  of  each. 

The  Bailiwick  of  Bi'tgUock,  which  is  the  least  of  the  three 
divisions,  comprehends  that  part  of  the  town  and  6elds  of  Ged- 
dington,  which  lie  to  the  north  of  the  river  Isc;  certain  woodf 
called  Geddlngton  Woods,  containing  about  700  acres;  the 
town  and  part  of  the  fields  of  Brigstock;  the  woods  called 
Farming  Woods,  containing  also  about  700  acres;  and  a  Iiidge 
called  Farming  Woods  Lodge,  with  an  inclosed  lawn  adjacent 
ff}  it,  stiid  to  contain  about  SOO  acres.  The  number  i^f  deer  sup- 
plied from  this  Bailiwick  is  34  bucks  and  as  many  does. 

ThoBaiiiwick  ofCliffe  is  the  largest  division  of  the  forest,  and 
comprehends  four  exttnsive  tract*  of  wood-land,  namely,  Weit* 
Kay  Woods  belonging  to  the  Eiirl  of  Exeter;  Moorhay  Woods 
belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Westmorland ;  Earl's  Woods»  in  Moor*, 
hay  Walk,  the  property  of  the  reverend  Abraham  Blackhome 
and  others;  and  Sulehay  Woods,  belonging  also  to  the  Earl  of 
Westmorland.  Those  woods,  with  the  open  plains  and  w^e» 
adjoining,  and  two  inclosed  lawns,  called  Moorhay  Lawn  anJ 
Sulehay  LawTi,  held  by  Lord  Westmorland,  in  right  of  the 
keepership  of  those  walks,  contain  together  about  4,582  acres. 
The  town  and  fields  of  King's  Ciitlb,  except  CliiFe  Park*  sdIj 
parts  of  the  towns  and  fields  of  Duddington,  Apethorpe,  }itw\ 
ton,  Nasstngton,  and  Yarwell,  are  also  comprised  within  tht] 
limits  of  tliis  bailiwick;  but  the  woods  and  lands  above<^m(Mi* 
ttoned  are  the  parts  which  are  chiefly  subject  to  the  hauxit  and 
feed  of  the  deer.* 
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Canals,  &c.-— The  firit  artificial  fnuiali  that  W^  vMn'to  Fett*> 
der  any  benefit  to  this  cmmty^  was  (he  (h;fhrd,  whkk'  paawt 
through  the  )>arisbe8  of  Aynho,.  Boddington,  Bnranston,  and 
Barby«  all  on  the  western  verge  cf  the  shire.  At  Braunston  it 
joins  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  which  crosses  the  western  aidt 
of  thb  county*  This  navigable  cat  was  planned  for  the  pnrpota 
of  opening  a  water  communication  between  Ih^  river  Thames* 
and  the  principal  inland  canals  of  the  kingdom.  It  was  intend- 
ed for  vessels  of  60  tons  burthen.  Near  its  junction  with  the 
Oxford,  are  two  reservoirs,  one  of  about  SO  acres  area,  and  tha 
other  of  nearly  130  acres.  In  the  course  of  the  first  siile  firoim 
Braunston,  the  level  of  w&ter  is  raised  87  feet  by  lockage.  It 
is  then  continued  upon  that 'level  about  four  miles  and  a-bal( 
one  mile  of  which  is  an  excavation;  or  tunnel,  fhrough  il  hiH. 
This  is  called  the  Braunsion  liamel;  the  water  is  afterwards 
lowered  by  lockage  179  feet  .to  the  level  of  the  Onse;'  hritp 
course  passing  by  Wedon ;  after  crossing  beneath  .the  gpreat 
London  road  it  is  carried  over  a  valhry  by  ah  embaiikment  of 
earth,  nearly  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  about  30  feet  hi^ 
This  embankment  passing  close  to  Wedon  church-yard,  tha 
top  water  level  is  above  the  height  of  the  body  of  the  church, 
and  nearly  upon  a  letel  with  the  bells.  Two  public  bifghwsiyt 
for  carriages,  and  one  small  river  pass  under  the  canal,  through 
the  base  of  this  embankment;  the  course  of  the  cutis  then  cdlw 
tinned  north-easterly,  recrossing  the  London  road,  and  after- 
wards taking  an  eastern  direction,  passes  Lower  Heyferd,  Bog^ 
brook,  and  Gayton,  toBlisworth;  this  is  eighteen  miles  from 
Braunston,  and  so  far  is  the  canal  navigable  at  this  end.  At 
Blisworth  are  erected  extensive  wharfage  and  warehouses  for 
goods,  two  new  Inns  on  the  banks  of  the  canal,  and  other  works, 
adapted  to  a  growing  place  of  trade.  Near  this  place  a  Rait- 
way  branches  off  to  Northampton,  the  river,  at  which  town,  is 
130  feet  beneath  the  level  of  the  canal  at  Blisworth.  From 
this  place  the  line  of  the  cut  is  through  a  tunnel,  mpfane  woods» 
which  was  a  work  of  considerable  difficulty,  from  the  quality  of 
the  substratum  and  quantity  of  springs.  Th6  difficulties,  how- 
ever, were  surmounted  in  1806;  and  the  passage  thtu  fcrmed 
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through  the  hill,  according  to  Mr,  Pitt*s  opinion'  is  « *  itry 
masterly  and  surprising  work  of  art."  The  course  is  next  by 
Stoke-Bruem,  Grafloii-regis,  and  CosgroTe,  where  it  enlen 
BuckirtghaniBhire.  At  Grafton  the  canal  crosses  the  Tow-nvetr 
and  near  Cosgrove  it  crosses  the  Ouse,  and  is  raised  by  an  ei»* 
bankment  for  a  considerable  distance,  and  to  a  great  height 
above  the  meadows. 

Another  canal  called  the  Union  has  been  projected  and  plan- 
ned to  extend  from  Market  Harborough  to  Northampton;  btit 
the  opposition  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Grand  Janctioo,  hax  hi- 
therto counteracted  the  execution  of  these  plans.  It  is  now 
proposed  to  alttr  its  course,  and  make  the  line  shorter,  by  join- 
ing the  Grand  Junction  at  Long-Buckby,  Proposals  have 
cently  been  issued  for  making  another  canal  from  Harboroogfc 
to  Stamford,  to  follow  the  course  of  the  river  Welland*  Thi^ 
plan  ii,  at  present,  in  its  infancy. 

Rivers*— Northamptonshire  may  justly  boast,  and  we  be 
tjcclusivety,  thnt  in  the  important  article  of  water  it  is  entirely 
and  completely  independent;  for  of  the  six  rivers  which  (loir 
through,  or  intersect  it,  every  one  originates  within  its  bonnda« 
ries,  and  not  a  single  brook,  however  insignificant,  runs  into  it 
from  any  other  district;  whilst  there  is  not  a  county  bordering 
upon  it,  that  is  not,  in  some  degree,  supplied  firom  its  Tariout 
and  ample  aquaiic  stores. 

Morton  remarks  as  •'  a  natural  and  unwrcsted  obsenratioQ* 
that  the  rivers  of  Northamptonshire  are  so  equally  and  duly 
ranged  and  distributed,  as  if  they  ran  in  channels  contrived  and 
cut  by  art  and  labour^  to  convey  a  competent  share  of  water 
into  every  part;*'  and  after  particularising  their  various  coursei* 
adds  "  so  that  there  is  no  town  in  the  county  fire  miles  distant 
from  one  or  other  of  the  above-mentioned  rivers  or  rivulets." 

The  Nen  or  Syftf,  though  in  point  of  intrinsic  celebrity 
yielding  the  palm  to  the  Ouse  and  Avon,  yet  continuing  longest 
jn,  and  being  most  beneficial  to,  the  county,  has  the  fairest  claim 
to  priority  of  notice.  The  several  villages  of  Naseby,  Draugh* 
tot),  Weet  Haddofl,  Fawskyj  ami  Stavcrton,  contend  for  the  ho- 
nor of  its  source;  but  it  is  now  pretty  generally  admitted  that 
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Ihe  nonbern  branch  springg  firom  Cbftpel  Well  at  Naseby,  and 
tbe  western  from  Hartwell  near  Starerton*  and  both  unitmg  at 
Northampton^  form  no  inconsiderable  river,  which  pursuei  i^ 
irrignous  windings  through  a  range  of  ri^cbly  fertile  meadows* 
and  receiving  all  along  tbe  homage. of  tribntaiy  streams,,  till  it 
reaches  Peterborough*  whence  it  runs  by  Wiabeachto  Lyn^ 
where  it  is  absorbed  in  the  German  .Oceanu 

It  was  navigable  formjorly  no  higher  tb^nPeterboroagfa.;  afte^r 
some  inefFectual  atberopU  to  extend  the  n^vigationj  partic|||larly 
by  Sir  WiUiam  Fleetwood  in  1703,  it  was  ^  Umgth  acc^iOr* 
plished,  and  boats  laden  with  coal  came  up^  by  Oundlcj  Thr^« 
ttone^Higham-Ferrers,  and  WellingboKOugb,  to  Iforthan^on,  'm 
August  1762,  The  navigation  oi  this  river  i^  howevcrA  atill 
rery  defective  and  incomplete.  It  iiB  capable  of  Iwing  rendered 
highly  serviceable  to  the  towns  on  its  banks.  "  At  the,  wbar^'* 
in  Northampton,  observes  Mr.  Pitt,  "  not  a  single  vesseU  lofd- 
ing  or  unloading,  is. to  be  seen;  a  crane  stands  solitary,  and. not 
the  leaatstir  of.  business;  a  small  deposit  Qf  coalsy  (from  ]tfu| 
rail  road  4»urse,)  and  a  few  deala»  4:oinprise  all  the  visible  ar- 
ticles of  commerce.'^ 

The  Welland,  in  local  importance^  ranks,  the  second  in,  this 
county,  and  takes  its  rise  near  the  vicarage  bense  at  Sibberto^* 
whence,  having  measured  tbe  short  apace  of  four  milef,  it  xeaphet 
the  skirts  of  the  county,  which  adopts  its  devious  wanderings 
as  the  line  of  boundary,  during  a  lengthened  course  of  nearly 
iifty  miles,  by  Harborough,  Rockingham,  and  Stamford,  where 
it  becomes  navigable,  through  Deeping,  to  Crowland,  when'  it 
-enters  Lincolnshirje*  and  at  length  fidls  into  the  Fossrdyke 
Wash,  near  Boston. 

Northamptonshire  derives  comparatively. but  little  benefit 
from  the  four  other  rivers  to  which  it  gives  riset,  though,  two  of 
them,  the  Oose  and  the  Avon,  stand  in  the  first  class,  of  British 
rivers;  but  they  are  both  mere  rivulets  whe.n  they  first,  isspe 
from,  the  earth,  and  soon  desert  their  naUipe  diftrict.    .    .    . 

The  OvsE,  (according  to  Morton)  originates  at  Ouse-well,  in 
the  parish  of  Farthingbo,  near  Bnckley«  imd  «|)iB^ly .  entering 
Baclfingjhamshin,  re-visito  its  i^cent  coqnty  iiefi|r  Qld;^tnttKd» 
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The  Avox,  or  lessor  Avon^  commences  lU  cmm* 
jwar  Naseby,  and  flows  in  a  M'ealejtily  liirpxiirrn  into  War*ri 
•hife. 

Tht  Lcam,  sprinjiijig  from  the  village  of  Hellidon^  ii  iiiiine> 
diately  joined  by  other  hUs  from  Caiesby  and  StaTertoo,  with 
which  it  hastens  into  Warwickshire ;  uid  baring  n&iiMd  tke 
two  villages  of  Leaminfton,  meets  the  lesser  Avon^  into  wkirll 
it  falls,  3nd  the  Junction  forms  the  cciebraud  Avon,  which^  ^ma- 
itrg  Warwick,  intersects  the  county >  and  meandering  through 
Worcestershire,  uUimately  loses  itself  in  the  Severn* 

The   Cftaiisdl^  dtrivL-s  its  name  from  a  little  spring 
CharweH  near  Charwelton.     After  gliding-  in  silent 
Banbury,  finishes  its  career  at  the  city  of  Oxford,  wfaeri;  it 
signs  its  identity  to  the  Thames,  and  is  discharged,  witii  it,  into 
the  Eastern  Ocean. 

Road^j  BnrncEs,  &c. — The  gi*eat  mail  roads  throngb  tku 
cotitity,  of  which  there  are  four,  are  mostly  level,  wide,  and 
good;  and  a  few  of  the  collateral  turnpike  roads  are  generally 
kept  in  a  good  state;  btJt  tlie  cross*  or  pari§h  roads,  are  aha 
fully  neglected.  These  are  mostly  very  narrow,  and  the 
mers  seem  careless  in  performing  the  statute  duty  of  rcjjai 
wholly  desert  them.  Each  tenant  who  occupies  a  larm  of 
is  bound  to  give  six  days  of  labour,  with  a  cart  and  two 
every  ycarj  but  if  the  farmer  be  remits  in  tliisdnty,  it 
that  those  empowered  to  interfere  are  equally  negligent*  and 
the  (lublic  traveller  is  thereby  often  put  to  great  incooYenience, 
and  sometimes  danger,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Knight,  in  the  lamt 
work,  justly  reprove  thiii  derilection  of  public  and  private  du- 
ty. The  county  bridges  are  numerous,  and  generally  in  goad 
condition :  Mr.  Pitt  remarks  that  "  there  are  few  districts  which 
can  boast  of  a  grc&ter  number  uf  handsome,  well  built,  stone 
bridges;  every  brook  and  rivulet  is  made  passable  by  means  af 
*  stone  arch;  and  the  bridges  on  the  hu-ger  rivers  do  credit  to 
the  public  spirit  of  the  inhabitants." 
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M AK 11 FACTURES.— Though  Northamptonshire  cannot  be  called 
9  manufacturing  district,  yet  a  large  portion  of  it«  population 
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is  engaged  iih  tad  sapported  by,  some'ipecies  of  handicraft  bu*' 
sineas.  Tbe  chief  of  these  consist  in  making  shoes,  kce,  aad 
woollen  stu£Bi.  In  the  town  of  Northampton,  and  in  several  of 
the  neighbouring  towns  and  Tillages,  the.  first  branch  of  these 
is  carried  on  to  a  very  c<Hi8iderable  extent.  While  the  men  ar^ 
engaged  in  maiciug  the  shoes,  many  .women  and  giiis  are  nmo 
ployed  in  closing,  binding,  and  lining  them.  Towcester  ria 
considered  the  principal  seat  or  centre  of -the  lace^maiatig  ban* 
ness:  and  the  woollen  mano^Mrtures  are  chiefly  at  Kettering; 
and  towards  the  northern  side  of  the  ooimty.  AtDaventry,  m 
great  number  of  whipt  are  made :  and  ^at  the  same  town  ia  a 
large  manu&ctory  for  siik  ho»e, 

AkCIENT  ArCHITBCTURB,   SSPVLCHaAL  Mom VMBNtS,   &0«y' 

The  county  of  Northampton  contains  many  interesting  spe^ 
chnens  of  both  these  classes  of  antiquities:  but  as  the  ton^ 
tracted  nature  of  this  work«  predades  a  particular  accoont  of 
them,  we  must  content  ourselves  by  briefly  pointing  out  a  few 
of  the  most  interesting  and  curious  in  each  class.  In  that  «f 
ancieni  architecture,  Peterborough  Cathedral^  and  the  contiguoua 
buildings  display  some  fine  and  varied  examples,  from  the  early 
Norman  to  the  latest  English.  The  churches  of  CaatortBamaiBki 
Earls^Barton,  St.  Peters,  and  St,  Sepulchrei  at  Northamptoi^ 
BamweU,  Twywell  and  Spritton, ,  are  all  distinguished  by  aeaii^ 
circular  arches,  short  columns,  and  th^  corresponding  mould* 
ings  of  zigzag,  biiletted,  &c.  In  seme  of  these  are  also  i^icient 
piscinas,  fonts,  stone  stalls,  &c.  The  towers  of  Castor,  Earls 
Barton,  Bamack,  and  St  Peters,  Northampton,  are  distinguished 
by  various  arcades,  columns,  and  other  ornaments  of  the  early 
Norman  style.  In  the  class  of  large  churches,  displaying  fin*- 
^ecimens  of  enriched  and  florid  architecture,  those  of  the  M* 
lowing  parishes  will  be  found  to  be  interesting :  Foihcringhmf,  a 
collegiate  church,  has  a  lofty  tower,  flying  buttresses,  crocheted 
pinnacles,  and  windows  with  mullions  and  tracery*  Thai  al 
Oundle  is  large,  with  a  tower  and  crocheted  spire,  also  spacioua 
windows  of  varied  and  enriched  tracery.    The  chvrcbes  of 
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Lufwick,  Kettering,  Higham-Fcnars,  Wellinghorough', 
don,  are  all  large  struclures,  and  display  in  their  towers,  spires^ 
vindowsj  doors,  &c.  various  specimens  of  the  elaborate  aretu* 
tecture  of  the  middle  ages.  Those  of  Bruunston,  IVhUton, 
Rounds,  Bringion,  and  Kings-Stttion,  present  some  beautiful,  or 
curious  aj-ch'ttectural  features :  and  the  Chopeint  Giyntorit  Morecon 
says#  ia  "  one  of  the  finest  in  Ent^land/'  The  Crossu  at  Gtd' 
dington,  and  near  Northampton,  erei^ted  by  King  Edwmrd  ihe 
First,  to  the  memory  of  his  Queen,  Eleanor,  are  well  knovro 
specimens  of  beautiful  and  elegant  architecture. 

In  tbe  class  ^i  ancient  mormons,  this  county  presents  n  few 
interesting  examples.  The  houiefi  of  Burleigh,  Kirby,  Casile^ 
Ashhy,  Faivsfcy,  Rmhiont  and  Dragon,  are  large,  and  aliord 
to  the  architectural  antiquary,  some  admirable  objects  of  study 
and  contemplation ;  as  calculated  to  shew  the  taste  and  fashion 
of  the  ages  when  they  were  respectively  erected.  Mr.  Gough 
has  described  one  at  Billings  as  peculiarly  curious :  but  this  has 
been  nearly,  or  wholly  destroyed,  since  that  learnerl  topogram 
pher  wrote  his  account  in  the  Archoloj^a, 

Fonts, — Though  we  are  not  enabled  to  point  onlmany  curious, 
or  fine  specimens  of  this  class  of  antiquities,  yet  those  at  the  fol- 
lowing churches,  will  be  found  worthy  of  notice.  At  Hari^ 
wick,  near  Welinghorougb,  is  one  of  a  very  early  date :  that  at 
Warnffitd  is  said  to  be  formed  of  lead;  and  few  arc  to  be  found 
of  this  kind :  at  Bamack,  St>  Peters  in  Northampton,  Ouior, 
Pauis-perry,  and  Greena-Norion,  are  ancient  specimens. 

In  SepulchihiL  Monuments,  of  marble,  brass  &c.  the  county 
of  Northampton,  perhaps,  may  be  said  to  excel  any  other  part 
of  the  kingdom  of  equal  extent,  excepting  London.  This  is  to 
be  accounted  for  from  the  number  of  noble  families  (hat  have 
been  settled  here  from  a  remote  period.  In  l^'arkton  Church 
aie  three  large,  splendid  monuments,  with  statues,  6tc,  to  the 
Montague  Family;  and  in  Weekfy  Church  are  two  or  three  altar 
tombs,  with  elfigies,  &t\  to  some  older  branches  of  tho  saint 
family-  At  Brington  are  several  costly  tombs,  in  mennory  of 
the  Spencers  of  AUhoj-pe.     The  Church  of  Stow€  is  noted  for  a 

very 
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^ery  interesting  altar-monmnent,  with  a  recumlMlit  figure/ bmmI 
Kkely  a  portrait,  by  N.  Stone,  aiEUzaheth  Laihrnr,  wile«  firit  to 
Sir  John  Banvers,  and  secondly  to  Sir  EdflMmd  Carey.  In  tiM 
same  building  is  a  cenotaph,  consisting  of  a  hurge  cumbrous  mass 
of  English  marble,  with  upright  statues,  to  the  memory  of  the  be- 
meTolent  Dr.  Thomas  Turner,  wbowas  buried  at  Corpus  Christi* 
College,  Oxford.  The  chnrch  at  Easton-Neaitm  is  rendered 
memorable  by  several  sepulchral  memorials  to  the  FenMOfv« 
Earls  of  Pomfret  In  Stanford  Baron  Churchj  are  some  gov* 
geous  monuments  to  the  CeciU  of  Burleigh.  The  Caike^ai 
Church  of  Peterborough  contains  some  sepnlchral  metaentosy  but 
few  of  these  are  of  distinguished  importance.  The  persecuted 
Mary  Queen  qf  Scots,  is  recorded  by  a  cenotaph :  Quharkie  qf 
Arragom,  first  wife  to  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  was  also  interred 
here. 

In  the  chnrch  at  Rockingham,  the  JFa/«ofif,now  B&mn  Sondl^ 
haTe  usually  been  interred;  and  some  monuments  hare  Ixten 
raised  to  their  memories.  Lirf^ick  Church  is  not  more  eminent 
for  its  architecture,  than  for  the  monuments  that  adorn  the  in* 
terior:  for  here  are  sereral  to  the  different  families  of  Sni/btdf- 
Vere,  Mordaunt,  Green,  &c  It  contains  also  some  ^e  speci- 
mens of  stained  glass.  In  C^ule-Ashbjf  Church  are  some  old 
brasses,  and  an  ancient  tomb  with  an  armed  effigy  of  a  KnighL 

The  church  at  Easton  Maudit  contains  three  or  four  mOnn* 
ments  with  statues,  canopies,  &c.  to  the  YeherUms.  In  Hor^ 
ton  Church  is  a  curious  tomb  to  William  Lord  Ptttrr, uncle  to  Ca* 
therine :  also  brasses  to  Roger  Salusbmy,  and  his  two  wives. 
Hardingstone  Church  has  two  old  tombs,  and  a  fine  monument 
by  Rysbrack.  At  Fawsley  are  several  mural  slabs,  brasses,  and 
finely  sculptured  monuments  to  different  persons  of  the  Knight- 
ley  family.  In  Stean  Church  a  branch  of  the  Crewe  fiunily  of 
Cheshire,  was  formerly  interred,  and  several  tombs  ar6  pre- 
served to  record  the  names  of  diflferent  persons.  Marhamr. 
Church  contains  some  monumental  memorials  to  the  Pit$wimam» 
of  Milton. 

3esides  the  abore  there  ar^  numy  other  churches  in  the 
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county,  wkich   will   be  found  to    interest  Ihe    antiquary 
their  ancient  monuments.    Some  of  these  will  be  specified 
the  subsequent  pages. 


The  following  particulars  respecting  the  Poor,  &c.  are  it- 
fived  from  the  report*  laid  before  Parliament,  and  printed  in 
1804,  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
In  this  official  document  it  appears*  "  That  return*  were  re- 
ceived from  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  parishes,  or  pUccf 
in  the  county  of  Nobtmamptox,  in  the  year  18U3 ;  in  1783  the 
returns  were  from  three  handrtd  and  twenty-nine;   and  fnm 
three  hundred  and  thirty  in  I77ti."     It  h  then  further  stat«4r 
that  «  Eighty-seven  parishes  or  places  mamiain  all,  or  part  of, 
their  poor  in  workhouses.    The  number  of  persons  so  maiih 
tained,  during  the  year  ending  Easter  1803,  was  one   thQUfiUid 
three  hundrr;d  and  thirteen ;  and  the  eiEpence  incurretl  therein 
amounted  to  12^811/.  19.?.  S^d. ;  being  at  the  rate  of  91.  per  y»r 
for  each  person  maintained  in  that  manner.     By  the  returns  of 
lf76,  there  were  then  sixty-seven  workhouses  capable  of  accom- 
modating one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-seven  persons,  Thf 
number  of  persons  relieved  out  of  workhouses  was  nineteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  one,   besides  one  thotiamd 
five  hundred  and  sixty-one  who  were  not  parishioners.     Th« 
expence  incurred  in  the  relief  of  the  poor  not  iit  workhousei 
amounted  to  81,795/.  Ua.  4\d,     A  large  proportion  of  those  who 
were  not  parishioners  appear  to  have  been  vagrants;  and  there- 
fore it  is  prubable,  that  the  relief  given  to  tliis  class  of  poor* 
could  not  exceed   two  shillings  each,  amountmg  to   156/.  2i. 
This  sum  being  deducted  from  the  above  81,795/.  0*.  4^.  leavet 
81,638/.  18*.  4i«/.  being  at  the  rate  of  41.  As.  11|«/.  for  each  per- 
son relived  out  of  any  workhouse*     The  number  of  persons  re- 
JievedVn  and  out  of  workhoui&s  was  twenty  thou3aiid  five  hui^- 
dred  and  thirty-four,  besides  those  who  were  not  parishioners. 
Excluding  the  expence  supposed  to  be  incurred  in  the  relief  of 
this  class  of  poor,  all  other  expences  relative  to  maintenance  of 
the  poor,  amounted  to  97,734/.  ]8jr.  2|{/.   being  at  the  rate  of 
4/.  Iw.  2liL  for  tacli  parishioner  relieved.    Th«  resident  popu- 
lation 
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lation  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  in  the  year  1801,  ap« 
pears,  from  the  population  abstract,  to  have  been  one  hundred 
and  thirty  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven;  so  that 
the  number  pf  parishioners  relieved  from  the  poor's  rate  ap- 
pears to  be  sixteen  in  a  hundred  of  the  resident  population. 
The  number  of  persons  belonging  to  Friendly  Societies  appears 
t6  be  six  in  a  hundred  of  the  resident  population.    The  amount 
of  the  total  money  raised  by  rates  appears  to  average  18^.  ^d. 
per  head,  on  the  population.     The  amount  of  the  whole  expen- 
diture on  account  of  the  poor  appears  to  average  at  145.  lOJrf. 
per  head  on  the  population.    The  expenditure  in  suits  of  law, 
removal  of  paupers,  and  expences  of  overseers-  and  other  offi- 
cers, according  to  the  present  abstract,  amounts  to  3,287/.  Qs,  Hd, 
The  amount  of  such  expenditure^  according  to  the  returns  of 
1 785,' was  then  1,808/.  5^.  8 J.    The  expenditure  in  purchasing 
materials  for  employing  the  poor,  according  to  the  present 
abstract,  amounts  to  1,344/.  19*.  2d.    The  amount  of  such  ex- 
penditure, according  to  the  returns  ofl785,was  then  307/.  IIj.?^ 
The  poor  of  fourteen  parishes  or  places  in  this  county  are  farm- 
ed or  maintained  under  contract.     It  is  not  known  that  any  pa- 
rish or  place  maintains  its  poor  under  a  special  act  of  Parlia- 
ment.   Forty-three  Friendly  Societies  have  been  enrolled  at 
the  Quarter  Sessions  of  this  county,  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  33 
and  35  George  III. 
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FAWSLEY  HUNDRED 

Is  at  the  north-western  angle  of  the  county.  At  the  time  of  the 
Domesday  Survey,  it  was  divided  into  t^vo  district:;,  or  hundreds, 

named 
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named  Graveiend,  and  Alwarde$ka;  but  before  the  reign  ot 
Henry  the  Third,  these  were  united  under  the  present  name* 
The  hundred  court  was  formerly  held  under  a  large  beech  tree* 
m  Fawsley  Purk,  but  is  now  transferred  to  Everdoh.  This 
district  is  in  general  billy,  greatly  diversified  in  scenery,  and 
abounds  in  delightful  and  extensiye  prospects.  The  Tiews  from 
Newnham,  Barby,  Stowe,  and  Studbury  Hill,  are  exceedingly 
fine ;  and  the  latter,  is  by  some  persons  considered  as  the  bigfaert 
'and  in  the  kingdom.  This  hundred  contains  the  parishes  of 
Ashby  St,  Ledgers,  Badby,  Barby  with  Onely,  Braunston,  Cata- 
hy,  CharweUon,  Daventrt,  I>odford,  Eiotrdcn,  Farihingstoiie, 
FavtiUy,  Hellidon,  KiUby,  Liichboromgk^  Neumham,  Aor/oii,  in- 
cluding the  Hamlets  of  Muscottand  Thnipp,  Prett9»-Capeit  Sia^ 
ver/6fi,  SiowC'Niii&'Churches,  Wedan-Bec,  and  Weltoiu 

AsHBT  St.  Lbdges,  a  small  Tillage,  situated  upon  a  rivulet 
that  forms  a  cootributary  stream  to  the  river  Nen,  takes  its  ad« 
ditional  name  of  St.  Ledger,  from  the  patron  saint,  Lodagrins, 
to  which  the  church  is  dedicated.  This  structure  consists  of  a 
nave,  north  and  south  ailes,  with  a  tower  and  spire  at  the  west 
end.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  north  aile  are  still  remaining  the 
steps  which  led  to  the  rood-lof^  between  the  chancel  and  the 
nave;  here  are  three  piscinas  for  holy  or  consecrated  water ; 
one  in  the  north  aile,  another  in  the  south  aile,  and  a  tliird 
near  the  altar.  The  advowaoh  of  this  parish  ^-as,  at  an  early 
period,  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Launde.  in  Leicestershire, 
by  the  founder.  Li  the  church  and  chancel  are  several  ancient 
sepulchral  inscriptions :  within  the  communion  rails,  upon  an 
altar  tovA,  are  the  recumbent  figures  of  a  man  and  woman,  and 
underneath  the  following  inscription  in  black  letter. 

"  Hie  jacet  Willielmus  Catisby  armiger,  et  Margareta 
uxor  ejus,  qui  quidem  Willielmus  obiit  vicessimo  die  mensis 

Augusti 

*  Tbistree^  according  to  Bridges,  iiiMsnrjet  19  feet  in  ciicooifeTencc,  "juit 
•bore  the  sport.*'  Morton  thought  thtt  it  consisted  of  "  twe^  or  three  sleim 
united  in  their  growth." 


p 


If  OUTE  AMFTOMITI  RE, 

flMii  iMki  Domini  millesimn  CCCC  octogesima  qumio  el 
k^  MsTfarcta  obiit  VHr  die  niensiA  Octobris  anno  Domki 
iMitio  CCCC,  LXXXXIllI,  quorum  animabus  propkietiur 
.  Amcii/'  The  distinguished  person  whose  memory  thii 
i^Km  recordU,  was  one  of  the  three  favorites  who  ruled 
itmctlooi  under  the  tiauq>adon  tif  Richard  the  Thirds  and 
ed  ibe  conapjcuQUii  tritimvtrati^r  thnt  gavt*  tU^  to  the  old 

^  Th«  rtt,  tad  tf^  cat,  and  Lov«l  the  dog. 
Da  go  vera  ilt  Engtind  ander  the  hog/'* 

• 
e  Ant  year  of  that  Motiarcli's  feign,  (he  U  aiaoGiitf#fl  fil 
Hof  our  kiiiga)  William  wa^  made  esquire  of  the  king's 
it  of  the  Marchta  fur  life*  and  «nc*  of  the  cham- 
m,  e  £xch€<]iM!r,    AWendiog  his  royal  master,  in  the 

I         exprdition  which  that  usurper  made,  against  the 
m  Ridinifltiii,  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Bos- 
field,  while  raliantly  fighting  by  his  patriin*s  side,  and 
mj%  nfterwufd*  beheaded  as  a  traitor  at  Leicester.     With 
idm  of  cr^t4ty  equally  hidjcroiij*  a.*?  wnju-^t*  in  the  follow* 
irliamem,  the  long  defunct  William  Cateshy  was  atuiiited 
^  treaiKinj  by  which  attainder  all  his  land^  e^ehetited  tn 
the  crown.    At  the  eastern  end  of  both  ailes  of  Ashby  Church, 
•re  two  portions  separated  from  the  rest,  which  formerly  were 
appropriated  as  places  of  sepulture  for  the  two  great  lords  of 
the  place.     In  one  of  these,  called  St.  Mary's  Chapel,  many  of 
the  Catesby  family  haye  been  interred ;  but  most  of  the  inscrip- 
ttons  on  their  monuments  are  efiaced.     From  escutcheons  oyer 
two  recumbent  figures  on  an  altar  tomb,  it  appears,  they  were 
meant  to  commemorate  John  de  Catesby,  who  was  commissioner 
for  suppressing  unlawful  assemblies,  during  the  famous  iiisur- 
rectiou  under  Jack  Straw  and  Wat  Tyler,  in  the  reign  of  Richard 

the 

^  The  rtt  was  Richard  Ratcliff^,  the  cat  William  Catesby,  ihe  dog  Lord 
(<>v«),  tn<)  the  hog  %vas  then  the  embkin  orrcgnl  crest  Cullingborn,  iho  au- 
liiur  oftb*  hbtl,  wn  prosecuted;  and  for  this  political  jest  forfeited  his  life. 
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the  Second,  and  Emma  his  wife,  by  whom,  as  heiress  of  th« 
Crawfords,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  the  Catesbyg 
came  into  the  possession  of  this  domain. 

Robert  Catesby,  by  whose  attainder  in  the  third  year  of 
James  the  First,  the  lordship  of  Ashby  was  again  alienated 
from  the  family,  rendered  himself  notorious  by  having  been 
the  projector  and  principal  actor  in  that  detestable  conspiracy, 
generally  denominated  the  gunpowder  plot.*  A  small  room  in  the 
detached  offices  belonging  to  the  manorial  house,  is  still  shown 
as  the  council-chaniber  of  the  conspirators.  Catesby  was,  for 
this  inhuman  dfcsign,  beheaded ;  and  his  head,  with  that  of  his  fa- 
thw-in-law,  Thomas  Percic,  another  abettor  of  the  crime,  fixed 
on  the  top  of  the  Parliament  house. 

The  manorial  house  of  Ashby  ii*  a  good  old  family  mansion, 
at  present  occupied  by  Mrs.  Ashley,  the  widow  of  the  late  John 
Ashley,  Esq.  who  purchased  the  estates  from  the  family  of  the 
Jansons. 

Ashby  Lodge,  about  a  mile  from  the  village,  a  handsome 
house  in  the  modern  style,  is  the  scat  of  George  Arnold,  Esq. 

Badby,  is  a  considerable  village,  situated  on  the  ascent  of  a 
hill,  which  forms  part  of  an  uninclosed  district,  comprising  a 
large  sandy  heath,  called  Badby-down.  In  this  parish  are  nu- 
merous springs,  and  several  quarries  of  a  hard  blue  stone,  kno%\'n 
by  the  name  of  rag-stone,  which  is  found  very  serviceable  for  the 
purposes  of  building  and  paving.  Arberry,  or  Arbttrj/  hUl\  in 
Badby  parish  is  celebrated  for  having  on  its  Kuramit  a  large  en* 
campmcnt,  supposed  to  have  been  a  work  of  the  Romans.  The 
ramparts  are  very  steep,  and  the  foss  which  nearly  surrounds^  the 

V0L.XI.— Dec.  1809.  D  whole, 

*  A  pariicular  accuuut  of  tills,  if  given  iii  the  tenth  volume  of  the  present 
work, 

t  The  name  is  a  compound  of  a  British  word,  ard,  higK  and  the  ^Saxoo 
Burgh  or  bury,  a  fortification :  a  coDiposition  Tery  common  in  the  ancient 
names  of  places.  This  was  probably  one  of  the  camps  formed  by  Ostoriut, 
who  had  a  line  of  them  on  «id  near  the  Watling-Street :  a  vicinal  way  seeas 
to  have  le  d  from  that  great  road,  by  this  fortrtM  into  Oxiordsbtre. 
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wUolf,  is  very  ^iJe,  and  twenty  tVet  deep;  the  fi^tire 
guliirj  approximating  to  &  ti(|ii;tre.  and  incloses  an  area  ofmb^QC 
ten  acre>.     The  soutli-west  ajigle  intlincs  Qui\vurd»  nearlj ' 
l-he  »bape  of  a  [iTod«t:n  ba»tion«  sind  probably  tbe  upper 
were  origlnaliy  of  iKl-  same  form. 


% 


Kewexham.    Thiji  village  is  the  birth-place  of  TuoxAf  Ran- 
dolph, the  poifi,  who  was  born  1G05.     This  eccentric,  biiictf^ 
tainly  great  genius,  possessed  peculiar  poetic  talcm^^  furattbi 
early  age  of  nine  years  he  is  aaid  to  have  'WTittcn  the  histury  «i 
Christ's  Incarnation  in  verse.     The  first  part  of  his  tMlucatnikt 
received  at  Westminster  schoolj  whence  he  removed  to  ^s^H 
bridge,  was  elected  scholar  of  Trimly  College  in  16"^  *    -  '  ^-^^ 
acmiently  proceeded  U>  a  fellowship,  lie  was  much  l 
cotetnporary  poeis^  particularly  by  the  celebrated  Ben  J 
who  used  to  bestow  on  him  the  appellation  of,  *'  my  wwi."    h>" 
dulging  freely  in  those  excesses  too  common  in  uor^ftntM^ 
youthj  he  injured  hi.«i  conslitutltni,  and  died  at  a  pnrmiaare  ig« 
fh  Uie  house  of  his  patron,  William  Stafford,  E«q,  at  Bb^kcr- 
wkkc  in  this  county;  in  the  church  of  i^hich  place  he  wa$ii>* 
.lerred  March,  17,  IG34:  and  a  monument  of  white  inarblr,*^ 
itiamented  with  emblems,  u-as  soon  afterwards  erected  to 
memory,  by  the  liberality  of  Sir  Christopher  Ilation,  of  Ki 
Hu  poems,  which  are  principally  of  a  humorous  cagt« 
with  sterling  wit;  and  some  few  are  written  in  a  grave 
ralizing  style.     They  were  collected  into  a  volome,  woA  p«b» 
lishcd  by  his  brother  Robert,  who  was  likewise  a  poet«  and  difJ 
tjcar  of  Donington  in  Lincolnshire,  1672. 

Bn  AUHSTON ,  is  a  small  villa^  on  the  borders  6f  Warwicb 
ihire,  where  the  Oxfurd  canal  joins  the  line  of  the  Gnrnd  Jodc- 
lion.  The  church  is  a  large  handsome  structure,  having  a  iot 
octangular  apire  (150  feet  in  height,)  with  Crocketed  angle*. 
Near  the  upper  end  of  this  village  is  a  ;*tone  crosx,  composed  of 
four  ledges  of  diverging  steps,  on  which  is  raised  a  shaft  of 
octagonal  shape,  cut  out  of  one  block  of  stone,  though  el« 
feet  in  height^  and  surmounted  with  a  kind  of  eiitablatare,  ^ 

cor^ 
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toratad  with  ibur  busts,  snppoted  to  be  reprefentative  of  the 
Ibor  EvangeliBts.  It  was  .probably  erected  ibr  a  land  mark  by 
Ihe  convent  of  Nuneaton,  which  possessed  two  Tirgates  of 
land  in  this  parish.  The  tenure  of  a  considerable  portion  of  this 
lordship  being  of  a  peculiar  nature,  is  deserving  notice^  If  the 
widow  of  any  copyholder  appears  in  the  manorial  court,  nest 
ensuing  the  decease  of  her  husband,  and  there  presents  m  lea- 
thern parse  with  a  groat  in  it,  she  may  become  tensoit,  and  hold 
kis  copyhold  lands  for  life;  but  to  render  this  continuative  te- 
nancy valid,  she  must  attend  regularly  every  court-day. 

Br.  Epward  RsntoLDs,  an  eminent  English  prelate,  thottgh 
not  a  native,  yet  as  long  the  resident  clergyman  of  this  parish^ 
»  great  benefactor  to  the  place,  and  not  having  been  previously 
DMntioned  at  Southampton,  Where  he  was  bom,  may  properly 
be  noticed  here.  He  was  educated  at  Merton  College,  Oxford, 
where  he  eminently  distinguished  himself.  Upon  the  breaking 
#ut  of  the  Civil  War  in  1642,  though  professedly  at  that  time 
*v  Episcopalian,  and  a  preacher  to  the  honorable  society  in 
LincolnVInn,  he  joined  the  Presbyterian  party,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  took  his  seat  in  the  asscfnbly  of  divines,  convened 
•(  Westminster.  On  the  ejection  of  Dr.  Samuel  Fell  from  the 
deanry  of  Christ  Church,  Dr.  Reynolds  was  elected  in  his  room, 
«nd  made  Vice  Chancellor  of  the  University.  Refusing  after- 
wards, in  1550,  to  take  what  vras  termed  "  the  Independent  En- 
gagement,''  he  was  in  his  turn  ejected  from  the  deanry ;  and 
for  some  time  resided  on  his  cure  at  this  place.  Hence  he  re- 
moved to  London,  obtained  the  living  of  St.  Lai^Tence  in  the 
Jewry,  and  in  1658  presented  the  congratulatory  address  from 
the  London  ministers  to  Richard  Cromwell,  on  his  succeeding 
^is  father  in  tlie  protectorate.  He  was  made  Bishop  of  Norwich 
in  1661.  The  acceptance  of  a  seat  on  the  episcopal  bench, 
gave  great  otlbnce  to  his  former  connections.  His  death  hap- 
penecKin  167G.  He  wrote  and  published  much;  and  his  works, 
which  principally  consist  of  Calvinistic  divinity,  have  been 
^llected  into  one  folio  volnme 


fit  llDtlTflAMrTlllNVWil 

Cjirr^BY*  In  lhi§  vtlUige  was  Ibfmdrly  «  pftof^,  founded  bj 
PhUip  <lo  Eii*eby,  »cc*r*ling  U>  some  writers,  and  by  Robert 
h\%^TVf  ^ircordirig  to  otinerfl,  tivr  a  pridtess  and  nine  ntiusj  of  Uit 
Brnedktinc  Order,*  who  mdowvd  it -ivitU  iheadvowson  of  iKt 
cbnrch»  Tarious  Unda,  aiiii  m  i%  higlily  pmbablej  with  the  ma- 
nor of  Catcxby;  far  in  ihc!  ihirty-firit  of  Henry  theThird»  Ibtt 
pHoN'Sg  and  ciitnitif  ibir;  houiiv  tibtniiicd,  nmorig  other  pnvi^ 
|t»gf  s,  tli<?  ^r&rtt  of  a  w^^^kly  nmrkt^t^  to  iit  held  on  Monday i, 
withtji  thftir  in«rtnrof  Csitrfihy,  '*  apud  maneriutn  de  Cutteby/* 
The  pritH'iple  of  :iviif*ce  ^vhich  jnfluencfd  King  Henry  Vlll,  to 
Abolish  the  teligiuutr  iirrlenj  in  Engkiid,  \*  cvil^cnt  in  the  circum- 
iliiiiciiji  attending  the  nupprt'sxiim  uf  this  huit^  Though  tJtt 
cooJtuifelt^iMijrM  appinutod  prcvioui  li>  the  Dissolution  to  make 
ihirir  rt^port^^u^  tu  tht;  actual  ?iute  of  each  monavteryi  bore  9in- 
pie  tentimony  to  th«  good  characler  of  the  inmates  here;  nei- 
ther the  dijjcretion  of  the  prlor«5s»  nor  tho  acknowledged  Tegu- 
krity  of  th«  imiiH,  wi^ru  abk*  to  divert  from  his  purpose  the  ara- 
f  sciuuii  IVIuimrchj  nor  prvvent  th4»  downfall  of  this  convenu  On 
iu  ituppreti!tti>nj  in  cAvkmitiS  for  laiids  ui  11  ere  ford  shire  and  Sa^ 
lop«  the  rfvcniics  of  tho  priorjs  arising  from  7NS  ^rres  <*f  pas* 
tnrcj  1^1  of  moadoWf  and  l(il  of  arable  land,  t^xclu^i^e  of  the 
coiiveat,  church,  two  water-mi li$,  eight  messuages,  and  one 
cottage,  were  granted  to  John  Anly,  Esq.  On  the  site  of  the 
priory,  and  out  of  its  ruins,  has  been  erected  a  mansion  belong- 
ing to  the  family  of  Parkhurst.  A  portion  of  the  chapel  is  still 
visible.     The  present  proprietor  docs  not  reside  here. 

In  that  part  of  the  parish,  denominated  Upper- Cateshy,  stood 
the  church,  which  ii  supposed  to  have  been  demolished  at  the 
same  time  wilU  the  priory,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  disused 
for  tyvo  hundred  years  past.  Some  remains  of  the  four  but- 
tresses belonging  to  the  tower,  and  a  fiagment  of  a*wall  having 

a  pointed 

•  Speed  sa^s  Ihey  were  Gilbertin«,  or  of  the  Scmpringhnm  order ;  but  in 
a  bull  of  Pope  Gregory  VIII.,  it  is  expressly  called  a  priory  of  Benedictine 
Duni.  llic  Cistercian  raonki  were  generally  Bernardines;  but  many  of  th9 
Cifierciaa  societies  of  nuas  were  placed  under  the  rules  of  St,  Beacdic(»^ 
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»  pointed  window,  are  still  standing.  The  church-y«rd  couti- 
nues  to  be  the  parochial  ceaietry,  and  divine  service  is  per- 
formed in  the  chaj>cl  of  the  ui  a  nor- house. 

DAVENTRY,  ou  DAVENTKE, 

A  MARKET  town,  is  situated  on  the  side  and  top  of  a  hill,  and 
is  encompassed  with  hills  to  the  soutli  and  east.  Owing  to  tht 
mode  in  which  the  name  is  generally  pronounced,  Danetre, 
the  common  people  have  imhibed  a  notion,  that  the  place  ori- 
ginated with  the  Banes.  And  from  this  silly  traditional  con- 
ceit has  been  taken  the  device  for  the  dress  of  the  town  crier, 
who  bears  on  his  badge  of  office  the  effigies  of  a  Dane  in  the 
act  of  cutting  down  a  tree,  i.  e.  Dane-tree.  From  such  an  ety-. 
jQology,  however,  the  judicious  antiquary  appeals,  and  finds  a 
better  derivation  of  the  appellation  in  the  British  words,  Du;jr- 
avon»tre,  1.  e.  the  town  of  the  two  Avons,  exactly  descriptive  of 
the  place  situated  between  two  rivers,  bearing  the  same  name.* 
At  the  Conquest  this  was  certainly  a  place  of  note,  as  appears 
by  the  account  of  it  in  Domesday  Book;  in  the  time  of  which 
survey  it  formed  part  of  the  immense  possessions  bestowed  by 
the  Conqueror  on  his  niece,  the  Countess  Judith,  whom  he  had 
given  in  marriage  to  Waltheof  the  great  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land; and  to  engage  the  future  fidelity  of  this  powerful  noble- 
man, granted  with  her  in  dower  this  county  and  that  of  Hun- 
tingdon. The  earl  afterwards  engaged  in  a  conspiracy;  but 
repenting  of  the  steps  he  had  taken,  threw  himself  at  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  and  supplicated  an  amnesty  for  himself  and  fol- 
lowers: but  notwithstanding  such  submission,  he  was  beheaded 
in  1074,  as  is  said,  at  the  instigation  of  his  wife.f  This  vicious 
woman,  it  ai)pears,  had  cast  her  adulterous  eyes  on  another, 
whom  she  intended  to  marry;  but  of  this  gratification  she  was 
disappointed  by  the  policy  of  her  uncle.     He  recommended  to 

D  3  her 

*  Pcniiaui's  Journey  from  Chester  to  London, 
t  Bridges'  Hist,  of  Northamptonsbire^  Vol  ^.  p.  43. 
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her  ehoice  a  Norman  ntjlileman,  Simon  d^  St*  Lie,  whowaj 
lainie,  whom  Judith  rejected  with  disdainful  scorn;  which  so 
eoraged  the  king^  that  he  alienated  htjr  honours  and  cstsites 
and  g^ranted  them  to  the  same  de  St.  Liz*  on  his  marriage  with 
the  countess's  daughter:  leaving  the  mother  lo  pine  in  re^ 
luctant  widowhood, 

A  Prioiy  was  founded  at  l>aventry  in  the  year  1090,  hy  Hugh 
de  Leyccster,  for  monks  of  the  Cluniac  order*  and  subject  to  St* 
Mary  de  Caritate  in  Canterbury.  The  number  orlginaHy  con- 
ii«ted  <jf  ftjur  only,  who  had  their  hahitaSton  at  Pr eston-Cap«s, 
in  wiiich  parish  their  patron  had  a  baroniul  residence;  but  that 
situation  having  been  found  inconvenient,  he  obtained  leave  of 
Simon  de  St.  Liz,  Earl  of  Northampton,  and  Lord  of  Davenlry, 
for  their  removal  to  thia  place;  where  he  erected  a  priory  for 
them  near  the  parochial  church.  This  house,  by  the  long  li»t 
of  grant*;  and  benefactions,  %v^&  most  richly  endowed,  a  circum- 
stance that  did  not  escape  the  keen  observation  of  Ciirdinal  Wol- 
9ey  ;  for  it  was  one  of  the  monasteries  dissolved  by  the  permisfiiDn 
of  Pope  Clement  Vlt^  atid  Khig  Henry  VilL,  in  the  seventh 
year  of  his  reign,  and  granted  to  the  Cardinal  for  the  purpose 
of  ei*ecling  hin  intended  new  colleges  of  Ipswich,  and  Christ- 
church  in  Oxford-  But  with  what  fatal  consequences  to  the 
principal  agents  in  this  nefarious  transaction,  wc  are  informed 
by  the  venerable  annalist.  Stow.  Wolsey  had  excited  five  per- 
sons to  provoke  a  dispute  with  the  monks  of  this  house,  about 
the  right  to  certain  lands,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  brought, 
for  final  hearing,  before  himself  as  umpire  in  the  cause.  He 
embraced  this  opportunity  of  exercising  the  power,  previously 
delegated  by  the  pope  and  king,  for  dissolving  the  society  and 
seized  the  revenues,  on  which  the  pious  historian  thus  remarks. 
"  But  of  this  irreligious  robbery  done  of  no  conscience,  but  to 
patch  up  pride,  which  private  wealth  could  not  furnish,  what 
punishment  hath  since  ensued  by  God's  hand  (sayeth  mine 
author)  partly  ourselves  have  seen;  for  of  those  five  persons, 
two  fell  at  discord  between  themselves,  and  the  one  slew  the 
other,  for  which  the  survivor  was  hanged;  th«  third  drowned 
5  himself 
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himself  in  a  well :  the  fourth  being  well  known,  and  valued 
worth  two  hundred  pounds^  became  in  three  years  to  poore,  that 
he  begged  till  his  dying  day :  and  the  fifth,  called  Dr.  Allan«» 
being  chief  executor  of  these  doings,  was  cruelly  maimed  in 
Ireland,  even  at  such  time  as  he  was-bishop."*  The  same  au- 
thor then  proceeds  to  trace  the  hand  of  retributive  justice  to  th« 
Cardinal,  who  died  under  the  king's  displeasure;  then  to  th« 
colleges,  one  pulled  down,  and  the  other  never  completed  by 
the  patron;  and  finally  to  the  unrighteous  pontiff,  who  was  be- 
•Bieged  in  his  holy  see,  and  subsequently  suffered  a  long  impri- 
sonment by  the  imperialists,  who  shut  him  up  in  the  Castle  of 
St  Angelo  at  Home.  On  its  suppression,  the  spiritualities  of 
this  priory  Were  valued  at  115/.  17#.  4rf.,  and  the  temporalitie* 
Mi  120/.  \0s.  9fi,  The  conventual  was  afterwards  made  the  pa- 
rochial church,  which  a  few  years  since  was  taken  down,  and  » 
new  edifice  bnilt.  The  monastery  joined  the  west  end  of  the 
old  cbut'ch,  and  thence  the  buildings  extended  northward.  The 
part  yet  ruittaining,  su])posed  to  have  been  the  refectory,  b 
plainly  discernible  .by  the  ancient  windows  and  doorways^ 
some  of  them  in  the  pointed  style,  and  a  large  flight  of  steps 
leading  to  the  apartments. 

Though  Dav entry  sends  no  member  to  Parliament,  it  isja  bo- 
rough, incorporatcrl  under  a  charter,  said  to  have  been  origi- 
nally granted  by  King  John ;  and  again  renewed  and  confinned 
in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  By  virtue  of  this,  the  town  is  go- 
verned by  a  bailiff^  twelve  bargesses,  twenty  common-council- 
men,  usually  denominated,  "  the  twentymen,*'  one  recorder,  two 
Serjeants  at  mace,  and  a  town-clerk.  The  bailiff  for  the  time  being 
is  a  justice  of  the  peace,  of  the  quorum,  and  chief  clerk  of  the 
marktit.  The  recorder  and  town-clerk  are  required  to  be  barris- 
ters :it  liw.  The  former  must  be  approved  by  his  majesty,  and  is 
continued  a  jt;sii»;c  of  peace  for  life, by  virtue  of  his  office.  The 
two  sirjeants  at  mace  arc  empowered  to  arrest  persons  within 
the  borougli,  attached  for  any  debt  under  an  hundred  pounds; 
the  bailiiV,  cx-bailiil^  with  the  recorder,  constituting  a  quorum, 
who  juuy  issue  writs  for  the  recovery  of  debts  to  that  amount; 

D4  they 

*   gtaw'a  Annals,  p.  Aft. 


they  have  Hkenrise  the  poirer  of  ccmmlttal  lo  ike  county  giol* 
no  other  justices*  h^nn^  cogaLsaace  of  causes  withijo  ib«  W 
rough*  No  fi^ttn^n^tf  i,  e.  qodc  but  towusmeiij  c&n  &erT«  on 
the  local  juries^  and  (he  inhabitants  are  exeoipt  from  t^ rriag 
on  jiifies  ^t  tfav  sessioni  and  assizes  for  the  €minty» 

A  OaA^nttJifL  Sctt^ot.  wT^s  foil  ltd  ccJ  here  lo  157G,  by  WiUiim 
Parker  of  Londooj  wuollen  draper,  a  natire  of  this  place,  who 
left  an  annual  salary  of  twenty  poands  for  a  mststet,  and  lea 
pounds  to  be  disfrlbnted  yearly  amongst  six  p«or  men-  Fite 
iKry^  are  educated  by  a  leipicy  of  Lord  Crewe^  formerly  Etsbc^ 
of  Durham ;  and  tweUe  others  are  &u|j ported  at  school  al  tli< 
cxpenj^e  of  the  Corporation.  By  the  returns  made  to  Parli^r 
lii«nt  m  18t)lj  ihe  number  of  houses  was  503^  and  inhabltmti 
9dtl3;  of  whom  660  were  represented  as  occupied  in  trade. 
Here  b  a  well  supplied  market  on  \Vednesdays,  and  five  aitnua] 
feirs  nofablc  fir  the  sale  of  horses,  thU  bcmg  considered  a  ceiK 
tral  place  of  horse-dealing  for  the  kingdooi. 

Baventry  was  the  blrth-pkce  of  Henry  HoL]^%)f»,  eelebniad 
«9  one  of  the  translators  of  the  Hhemish  Tesstamentj  a  work» 
long  the  subject  of  polemical  controversy  between  the  dirui^ 
of  the  CatholiQ  and  reformed  churches.  He  received  his  early 
education  at  Eton,  whence  he  went  to  St.  John's  College,  in 
Oxford,  and  took  a  degree  ill  arts;  but  changing  his- religion, 
he  repaired  to  the  university  of  Douay,  in  Flanders,  where  he 
took  orders,  removed  to  Rheims,  and  became  an  eminent  tutor 
and  preacher  in  the  English  College  there.  After  some  years' 
residence,  he  returned  to  England,  with  the  view  of  aiding  in 
the  conversion  of  this  nation  to  popery,  for  which  purpose  the 
Rhemish  Testament  was  published.  But  finding  the  futility  of 
the  scheme,  and  wearied  with  ^he  unprofitable  employment, 
he  retired  to  Douay,  was  made  licentiate,  and  divinity  reader  to 
the  adjacent  monastery  of  Ancine,  where  he  died  in  1625,  and 
was  interred  in  the  cloister.  Over  his  grave  was  placed  this 
distich: 

"  Dar.tria  rae  gcnuit,  me  clara  Vigornia  fovet, 

Etona  lue  docuit,  post  docet  Oxoiiium." 

Georgi 
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<Seorge  Andrew,  Bishop  of  Fearnsand  Leighlirit  in  Ireland^  a 
native  of  this  town,  received  his  education  in  Magdalen  College^ 
Oxford,  where  he  took  a  degree,  and  entered  into  holy  orders 
before  he  quitted  the  University.  Removing  into  Ireland,  he 
w  as  first  appointed  to  the  Deanry  of  Limeric,  and  then  prefer- 
red to  the  Bishopric  of  Fearns.  But  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
rebellion,  he  was  driven  from  his  See,  and  resided  some  years 
privately  in  London,  where  he  died  in  1648. 

Here  also  was  was  born  John  Smith,  a  celebrated  engraver 
in  the  mezzotinto  style.    "  The  end  of  King  William's  reign/' 
says  a  noble  author,  "  was  illustrated  by  a  genius  of  singular 
merit  in  his  way,  John  Smith."*   He  was  the  son  of  John  Smith, 
who  had  been  three  times  bailiff  of  Daventry,  and  was  placed 
out  by  his  father  as  an  apprentice' to  a  painter  in  London,  of  the 
name  of  Tilley.     When  he  had  served  the  term,  he-applied  to 
a  Mr.  Becket,  ffom  whom  he  learned  the  art  of  engraving  in 
mezzotinto ;  and  was  further  instructed  by  the  famous  Van  de 
Vaart.     He  ihen  received  admission  into  the  house  of  Sir  God 
frey  Kneller,  to  exercise  his  art  in  engraving  the  pictures  of 
that  eminent  master.     Besides  portraits,  he  also  engraved  a  va- 
riety of  historic  and  fancy  pieces,  among  which  the  most  ad- 
mired, for  its  peculiar  delicacy  of  touch,  is  a  holy  family  afier 
Carlo  Maratti.     Previous   to  his  death.  Smith  had    collected 
proofs  of  his  various  plates,  in  two  large  volumes.    Walpole 
says,  he  was  the  best  mezzotintor  of  the  age,  or  that  has  ap- 
peared, "  who  united  soflncss  with  strength,  and  finishing  with 
freedom."     Though  by  the  style  of  painting,  from  which  he 
copied,  his  prints  will  carry  something  of  burlesque  down  to  the 
latest  posterity.     Smith  died  at  Northampton,  and  was  buried 
within  the  precincts  of  St.  Peter's  church,  where  a  tablet  is 
raised  to  his  memory. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  south  of  the  to^vn,  is  the  celebrated 
Borough,  or  Burrough  Hill,  commonly  called  Dane's  Hill,  a 
spot  peculiarly  interesting  to  the  lovers  of  antiquarian  research. 
On  the  top  of  this  is  a  very  large  encampment  occu[iying  nearly 

*  Walpolc'a  CaUlogue  of  Engravers,  p.  SOS. 
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the  whole  nf  the  summit.  In  extent,  perhaps  it  surpasses  any  df- 
inibr  work  in  the  kini^dom.     The  shape  is  oblong*  inclintn^ta 
an  oval,  or  rather  to  the  form  of  the  human  foot,  ami  in  lhisiT« 
spect  resembles  the  mosi  formiclalile  oqe  tUe  Romaas  had  blife^ 
West  of  England,  ciUed  Work  Beny/m  the  county  of  Somerstly. 
though  the  latter  is  far  infertor  as  to  magnitude.     The  whole  u 
variously  detended,  with  two,  three,  or  four  valla,  and  an  eqiial 
jiumhtT  of  fussa,  ixa  ihe  nature  of  the  groimd,  and  the  faciUtv,or* 
dililcuUy  of  acccHS  appeared  to  require  for  its  security.    Tb6' 
length  ii5  rather  less  than  a  mik,  and  the  breadth  not  raore  ihaa 
one  quarter  in  the  widest  part*     Moreton,  who  rQioutely  de- 
»cribes  it,  observes  that  the  circumference  **  h  gencmlljT  W^ 
koned  three miks;  and  supposing  ihe  area  to  be  an  OTalof  t«« 
miles  in  circmnference,  itcoutaiTisno  less  than  one  hundred  ind 
ninety  acres.     But  the   circuit  is  tea   thousand  five  hoiickt^ 
and  sixty  paces,  and  the  length  five  hundred  and  eighty-ECVii 
pacesj  of   five    feet  to  ihe  pace«     So  that  alluwincr  ttine  feci 
square,  for  the  lodgment  of  every  ftwjt   soldier,  no   f^xKer  tbftA 
ninety-nine  thousand*  seven  hyiidred  foot  soldiers   might  bt 
quarterwl  there."* 

Near  the  noribera  extremity  of  the  hill,  the  erHrampment ' 
was  divided  by  a  rampart,  extending  nearly  across  ibe  %m 
from  east  to  west.  The  part  thus  separated  from  the  larger  fc*r« 
tification.  Consisted  of  an  area  of  Hbout  twelve  acres,  Thisii. 
nearly  of  a  circular  form,  and  has  at  the  north  east  end  a  bigk 
mounts  on  uhich  baa  been  an  arj'€xpiorttU}ria,  orihe  pretoriuBi 
^fthe  general;  and  on  the  ca^t  side  of  the  ffiss  is  a  springs 
calleil  Speiweil,  which  (Camden  by  mistake  denominates  i 
mount. 

On  the  south  east  swle  of  ihe  hill,  about  three  hundred  vaidi 
from  the  outer  works  of  the  larger  encampment,  is  a  smalkr 
camp,  forming  a  parallelogram  or  oblong  square^  cncompaiMd 
by  a  single  fo.ss  and  vallum,  haTiiig:  enlrajices  on  Uie  east  and 
west  sides.     The  area  includes  about  an  acrct 

Co 

♦  Nat.  Hist*  ofNorlliamptonshtfCr  p.  520. 
♦  This,  Moiloa  supposed,  wot  a  ploce  tu  lodge  carriagci  for  the  v^e  «f  tlit 
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On  the  floothj  at  the  foot  of  the  hill>  is  a  remaricable  spot  do* 
nominated  Burnt-Walls,  where  vanoos  walls,  ^ched  yaults, 
foundations  of  build ing8»  &c.  have  been  discovered,  and  whence 
large  quantities  of  stone  have,  at  diilerent  times,  been  removed* 
for  the  purposes  of  building.  The  space  these  occupy,  contains 
about  six  acres,  and  appears  to  have  formerly  been  surrounded 
with  a  foss.  Some  writers  imagine  this  was  a  moat,  and  once 
supplied  with  water  from  the  springs  in  Daventry  park. 

In  a  wood,  contiguous  to  Burnt- Walls,  are  the  vestiges  oC 
some  other  fortiBed  place,  which  is  traditionally  called  Jokm  qf 
€iaunt'$  Castle  ;  but  if  ever  this  distinguished  Lancastrian  here 
lived  here,  or  possessed  this  post,  it  was  probably  part  of  the 
great  Roman  station  at  this  place,  and  immediately  connected 
with  Bnmt-Walls.  Thi;s  is  mentioued,  in  an  agreement  be* 
tween  the  convent  and  Robert  Fitzwalter,  lord  of  Daventry* 
in  38  of  Henry  III.  "  Dictus  Convent,  similiter  in  defenso  fatp* 
bebunt  culturam  suam  ad  Brcitdr  ^W/iV* 

Such,  briefly,  are  the  works  on  Borough  Hill  and  its  vicinity. 
By  whom  they  were  originally  formed,  is  a  question  that  has 
afforded  various  topics  for  conjecture :  as  they  have  been  assigned 
to  the  Danes:,  Saxons,  Romans,  and  Britons.  Pennant  thinkt 
Jdie  original  encampment  was  the  work  of  the  latter  people,  the 
nature  of  the  construction  agreeing  with  the  description  of  the 
Gaulish  and  British  mode  of  fortifying  places,  left  us  by  Tacitus* 
*'  Tunc  niontibus  arduis  &  si  qua  clemantur  accedi  poternnt  m 
Modum  valli  saxa  priestruit,''  and  the  same  author  informs  us^ 
that  the  Iceni  took  refuge  from  the  army  of  the  Roman  proprie- 
tor, Ostorius,  "  Locum  pugnx  delegere  septum  agresti  aggere  et 
aditu  angusto,  ne  pervius  cquis  foret."t  The  Coritani  when  a»- 
pailed,  would  of  course  avail  themselves  of  such  a  strong  posi- 
tion by  nature,  as  this  of  Borough  Hill,  and  fortify  it  in  a  similar 

manner* 

larger  encampment ;  but  Pennant  contidered  it  to  have  formed  apr«Mslrt«,a 
iiind  of  free  post  adjacent  to  carop%  where  provisions  and  other  necetsariiS 
«cre  brought  and  deposited  for  the  use  of  the  M»ldi«rf. 

*  Bridges'  Hist,  of  North.  Vol.  I.  p.  4S, 
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manner;  while  Camden  and  others  thmk  il  was  iho  work  of 
the  proprietor.  That  on  hi«  being  victorioos  against  thi*  mi* 
tives  of  the.se  parts,  he  took  poasession  of  their  stron»^  hold* 
there  can  be  litik  douhu  and  findm^  this  so  eligible  »  «pol  to 
m&kc  ^  Aland,  would  as  certainly  nevr  model  and  strtrnij^tben  Iho 
fi>riifif.ation»  to  increase  its  teriability  I  forming  it  intf*  s  tuiii- 
mer  camp,  mid  ihc  warmer  ^itufition  beneath  into  a  hib<jrnacii- 
luiiJi  01-  wiiiier  station,  Tbi*  ht  most  probably  csUblbhed  a^  * 
pcKdt,  when  <m  trftvcraiai;  the  ifibnd,  to  quell  the  di0erent  instir- 
MCtions  of  ih<r  imgr gcnt^i  he  fortifMsd  the  rivf  r  Aufona  or  Ken, 
hf  whkh  means  iho  retreat  of  PetiUus  Cereaiis»  the  Eomma 
geaerd  waft tovcrcdi after  hiacompleatdofeatby  ihe  Britons;  on 
which  occasion  the  ninth  Legion  wus  c^it  to  piece-^,  nearly  the 
whoWof  hi*  iiifiiiitry  either  ki! led  or  luken,  and  he  mth  difficnUy 
e«ciiT>ed  hither,  accv>tnpasi)ed  by  a  portion  of  his  CETalry.  From 
iijcse  und  ullier  ciremnxtancen,  Antiquaries  of  ihe  first  eminence, 
hav**  been  inducijd  to  consider  Borough  Hiib  or  rather  Bumi- 
Wallsj  as  the  site  of  the  Roman  station, 

•  Behavznwa.  This  has  been  placed  by  Camden  at  the  village 
^f  Wedon,  in  which  opinion  he  has  been  followed  by  Bartoiit 
Cafe,  and  Stijkelcy,  the  Luier  of  whorn  poni lively -AsAerta,  that 
"  Wedon  in  the  street,  is  beyond  dispute  Benavona,  as  surely  it 
ought  to  be  wrote,  being  situated  on  the  head  of  the  Aufona, 
nmning  to  North-avanton,  or  North-am pton."*  Two  points,  in 
addition  to  Roman  remains,  and  the  place  being  on,  or  near  a 
"^load,  are  requisite  to  decide  questions  of  this  nature.  And  when 
it  is  recollected  how  much  the  decisions  of  Camden  were  usually 
influenced  by  a  comparison  of  the  ancient  and  modern  names 
of  these  towns,  and  what  a  portion  of  the  word  Betmventa  is 
retained  in  Daventry :  it  is  rather  singular  that  he  should  have 
given  the  preference  to  the  village  of  Wedon.  Pennant 
thinks  he  fmdsa  reason  in  the  name,  for  placing  the  station  at, 
or  near  Borough-hill,  immediately  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Da- 

•  Itin.  Curios,  p.  107, 

ventry. 
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ventry.  The  Britons  he  conjectures  would  call  this  hill,  as 
being  near  the  source  of  a  river,  according  to  their  usual  mode 
of  giving  appellations  to  places,  pen,  pronounced  ben,  and  Avont» 
river,  i.  e.  Ben-avon  or  the  head  of  the  river ;  and  as  it  is  weM 
known  the  Romans  Latinized  the  British*  names,  they  would 
naturally  term  it  Benavanna,  or,  as  Stukeley  acutely  observes, 
Benavona,  This  exactly  answers  to  the  description  of  the  place 
in  question.  One  of  the  sources  of  the  river  Nen  has  its  rist 
near  Daventry,  and  the  ancient  name  of  this,  has  been  thought 
by  most  writers  to  have  been  Aven,  or  Avon.  This  Argument 
certainly  applies  much  more  strongly  to  Daventry,  than  to 
Wedon.* 

Horsiey  is  inclined  to  favor  this  opinion,  but  doubts  whether 
to  prefei'  Burrough  Hill,  or  AsKby  St.  Leger :  his  reasons  he 
deduces  from  the  distances  between  this,  and  y^e  next  statioiv 
Venonis :  in  the  second  iter  the  number  of  miles  set  opposite 
Bennavanna  or  Benevenna,  is  XV^II^  and  this  he  concludes  to 
be  nearly  accurate,  from  the  distance  between  Venonis  and 
Benfavena,  in  the  eighth  iter  being  set  down  XVIII  •  which 
places,  though  the  names  are  somewhat  different,  he  considers 
identically  the  same.  "  I  have  therefore  set  otf  thirteen  and  a 
half  computed  miles,  according  to  the  large  scale  in  Camden, 
and  find  it  reaches  exactly  to  Daventry,  or  Leger  Ashby,  or 
to  that  part  of  Watling  Street  that  is  over  against  those  places^ 
Ti'he  present  town  of  Daventry  stands  to  the  west  of  this  «greai 
military  way,  but  it  is  likely  that  the  ancient  Roman  town  may 
have  nearly  come  up  to  it.  There  is  suihcient  evidence  of  a 
Roman  station  and  town  at  this  part,  as  will  appear  from  the 
accounts  we  have  in  Camden  and  Dr.  Stukeley,  viz.  the  en* 
campments,  &c.  at  Borough  Hill,  already  described.''t  Subse* 
cjuent  to  the  Romans  leaving  the  Island,  the  Saxons  appear  te 
have  occupied  this  post  at  an  early  period;  they  were  no  doubt 
in  possession  of  it  A.  D.  1006.  For  in  that  year  the  Danes  re* 
ceiviog  fresh  arrivals  of  invading  troops  under  Swaine,  carried 

•  Reynolds'  Iter  Britanarium,  p.  217.  ' 

f  Brit.  Rom.  p.  4:^1. 

fire 


•»  tkm  faR£d«  a£  >'mmkyt  ssne  «if  die 
Tlw  caMttdtoBCst  d*  Bwoiwb  BiU»  ^  the 
fi^  jndumg  ilbe  op^  field** 

Whwrwmrnt^rttinm,  In  tfais panili^  on  tb«  bnoiw  of  a  hiH^Mv^ 
/gfi^leatioma  dcnoniiBaied  tJie  C<%sTLE-£h*KXfa  ^* 
identlr  a  cattle  fiood  cwi  the  site.  ^^fiirMo  mt 
jmemtvm,  witlMiiBi  adraDctug  prat^f  firam  any  re«rQni.  thsl«r«« 
ftmmtA  nbMKt  A.  D.  SIS.wheo  £lb«lOeda«  the  r«tiawi«'' 

tht*.  th(*^nrf  nf  ber  tt'iritoriL'^,  and  ihis  w^^  set  tire-  to  «ari  lAtf 
^y  tbit  tkifie»»  under  Sw-ame  A.  D.  lOLi^  who  conamiiie^  Jet- 
|ic*rAtj?  riiv;^;c:*i  utltr  he  liad  p>as««d  the  Wailijig-  Stiv«%  m  Iff 
fetal (sttmg  rMtHe  tVotn  Gaitisborough  to  Oxford.*  Tbe  w^Ai 
art!;  M?  overgrowit  witb  wc»o[J,  that  ir  k  dillicuh  to  ascertain  tbef 
fomi  and  ex  ten  U  TWy  include  an  area  of  about  thirteen  *a^ 
find  consist  of  two  strong  holds,  divided  by  a  ditch  nmiuB^ 
horn  east  to  west,  and  the  whole  surrounded  by  two  yalla,  se- 
parated by  a  foss  from  fiuecn  to  twenty  feet  deep,  and  nearly 
one  hundred  feet  broad  from  vallum  to  vallum.  Jn  dio-giu<r  for 
ftanc  to  erect  a  house,  the  workmen  dlj^roTered  a  room  built  of 
•quared  or  hewn   stone,  and  which    ai)|rarcntlv   once    bad  a 


♦  Nat.  HUt.  of  North,  p.  543. 
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Taulted  stone  roof;  through  the  floor  of  thia  was  another  room 
beneath.  Among  the  rubbish  were  found  three  rudely  sculp* 
tured  stones;  the  one  having  on  it  a  bearded  arrow,  another  a 
female  head>  and  a  third  with  the  figures  of  a  man  and  woman 
in  the  position  of  their  arras  a-kimbow.*  Upon  the  south-wesi 
of  a  hilt  adjoining  to  the  castle  hill,  is  a  plot  of  groand  called 
the  castle-yard,  of  an  irregular  shape,  containing  six  or  seven 
acres,  entrenched  on  every  side  except  the  south-west,  where 
the  ground  is  highest;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  trench  are 
large  heaps  of  cinders  incorporated  with  earth  and  pebbles. 
The  fortifications  at  this  place  are  curious,  and  highly  interest- 
ing ;  for  they  present  some  rather  unusual  features  of  castrame- 
tation.  The  Keep-mount  is  very  lofty,  with  the  scarp  peculiarlj 
precipitous. 

The  parish  of  Fawsley,  which  gives  name  to  the  hundred,  is 
situated  in  a  well  wooded  country,  and  principally  consists  of 
the  demesne  and  park  appendant  to  Fawsley-House.  Near  the 
latter  is  the  village  Church,  which  is  very  neatly  fitted  up,  and 
contains  several  fine  monumcTHs,  raised  to  difierent  persons  of 
the  Knightly  family,  who  have  been  lords  of  this  place  ever 
since  the  time  of  King  Henry  the  Third. 

Among  the  monuments,  that  of  Sir  Richard  Knightiy,who  died 
in  1616,  and  Jane  his  wife,  has  sculptured  figures  in  alabaster  in 
recumbent  postures,  on  an  altar  tomb.  He  is  represented  in 
armour,  over  which  is  thrown  an  hersM's  mantle,  and  a  mail 
doublet  over  his  thighs.  This  Sir  Richard  was  several  times 
returned  member  of  Parliament  for  the  county.  He  was  a 
most  distinguished  patron  of  the  puritans,  and,  persuaded  by 
the  celebrated  Snape  and  other  ministers  of  the  party,  he  was 
induced  to  expend  large  sums  of  money  in  printing  incendiary 
pamphlets  against  the  establishment.  The  mode  in  which  such 
"  swarms  of  libels  were  brought  into  existence,  that  they  dark- 
ened the  atmosphere  by  their  numbers,  and  with  their  poison- 
eus  effluvia  filled  the  land,  is  singularly  curious."     Not  only 

•  M»g.  Brit.  Vol.  Ill  p.  507. 

were 
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itinemni  prrachers  jappointed  lo  declaim  againsl  pitifiai|^ 
/«nced>  but  itinerant  printers,  and  portable  pr^^i^  raifvd 
*         one   plaec  lo  ajiotfic^r,  for  farthering  the   no-ef^betifttnf 
ie*     One  Waigravei  wbo  haci  the  coiiduci  of  those  wydi 
been  brougttt  down  from  31oulsey  to  Fawsler.  on  iheif 
to  Manchester,  yv^  Sot  some  time  dotamed  here  by  tSr 
*    Lnd  sutKfcegoenlly  WaldgniTe  and  the  workmen  hsvin^ 
fed  by  thCVart  of  Derby  at  ^lanehester,  the  acrtt 
^     «d#  Sir  Richard,  and  ot^er  abcttons  were  crited  in  iht 
i         ^*-  r,irirt  for  the  otfen-^,  severely  ctjisore*!,  and  i»r- 
tO  1  ind  imprkoiied.  Biit  on  the  inlerceL^on  of  tlit 

■^d  i    ^hbishop  Whitgiftj  wK<>  bad  been  a  ckjf^f 

i^-)  lis  a^ertlons  and  msultic^  the  fitted  were 

u"  persons  set  at  liberty, 
Fsrs  to  ti^ve  been  hojiiile  to  tbe  esldbliiiilliMlt, 
n;  for  Mr*  Rlcliard  'Knightly  in  ifie  rcign  of 
!   1        ,  was  one  of   the  most    zealous   prmoocefi 
if  ktents  bctr^ecn  ibe  king  and  lii^  siibji>c^  iHud 

LpfiUy  broke  oat  soon  after  toto  open  war  fax  c^  In  Fawidej 
isettbe  grand  scheme  on  which  ihe  maleeontFhts  rieeefmiofd 
to  r<ct,  wa?  mature J^  ^nrl  i\w  CLinduct  cr^nclu*lf<l  trj^  n,  lo  wHirfe 
they  solemnly  engaged  to  adhere;  viz.  The  retrenchment  of 
re:^l  power;  1.  in  the  right  of  making  war  and  peace;  2.  in 
the  sole  disposal  and  ordering  oPtJxe  militia ;  3.  in  the  nomina- 
tion of  all  great  officers  to  places^ of  trust,  and  profit;  4.  inth« 
disposal  of  the  retenues,  which'  were  proposed  to  be  pUced 
under  the  management  and  controni  of  foin*  several  councils 
be  to  appointed  by  Parliament ;  and  who  should  be  empowered 
^o  act  without  any  summons  or  writ,  from  the  crown.  A  plan 
highly  plausible  in  theory,  but,  as  the  event  proved,  difficult 
to  execute,  and  disastrous  in  tJie  issue. 

On  a  bra^s  plate  in  the  Ckwrch  are  engraved  representation! 
of  Sir  Edmund  Kuif;fufj/,  and  hi<  wife  Ursula,  who  was  sister  to 
John  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford.  Though  a  serjeant  at  law,  he  u 
reprt'scntcd  in  armour,  according  to  the  fa<bion  of  the  times. 
He  died  154^ 

4  A 


HOKTHAlfPfOKSRfRE.  €ft 

^  large  mural  monument  is  raised  to  the  afmory  of  Sir  Vat* 
LENTiNE  Knightly^  and  hift  wife  Anne :  he  died  in  1566. 

Fawilbt  Hou»b,  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Knightly  family, 
ckKghtiiilly  situated  in  Faw^l^y  Park,  is  a  motley  building  ef 
^ifiRareiit  ag^s,  and  in<x)itgniouBly  combined.  Some  of  tht 
oldest  parts  are  curious,  as  calculated  to  display  the  custom 
and  maiijnert  ef  oar  baronial  anreesbors.  The  Kitchens  and  Hall 
AM  part^Peiriarly  entitled  to  netictt ;  the  fine  from  their  peculiar 
foe  plac^,  and  the  latter  for  its  lofty  roof,  bay  window,  mmI 
ornamental  chimney-piece.  The  Kitchen,  as  Mr.  Pennant  db^ 
ierres,  is  "  most  hospitably  divided.'*  The  chimney'  consi^ 
6f  two  fiihheh,  and  on  each  side  of  the  partition  is  an  enormdui 
fire  place,  though  not  adequate  to  roast"  a  hecatomb  of  beeves." 
The  fife  pktces  art  placed  back  to  back,  so  as  not  to  interrupt 
the  respective  operations  at  each.  One  is  Welve  feet  si* 
hiches,  and  the  other  fourteen  feet  ten  inches  Wide,  with  doublar 
arched  mantle  pieces  of  stone.  The  Hail  is  a  noble  room, 
fiily-two  feet  in  length.  It  is  very  lofty,  and  has  a  timbered 
roof  Curiously  carved.  The  grand  bow  window,  forming  the 
recess.  Is  richly  ornamented  with  stone  tracery,  and  sculptured 
decorations.  The  rest  of  the  windows  are  very  large,  and 
jplaced  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  time  when  made,  a  great 
height  above  the  floor.  In  each  are  emblazoned,  in  stained 
glass,  the  family  arms,  and  those  of  the  families  with  which  the 
Knightly 's  have  been  connected.  And  these  are  numerous, 
as  their  alliances  were  extensive.  But  the  chimney-piece,  also 
very  curious,  is  large,  grand,  admirably  contrived,  and  richly. 
decorated  with  tracery  mouldings.  Immediately  over  it  is  i 
large  handsome  window,  the  smoke  being  conveyed  through 
Isvo  fnnnels,  carried  up  inside  the  collateral  buttresses  of  vbft 
fire  phice ;  by  which  contrivance  the  uniformity  of  the  hall  is 
equally  preserved,  as  to  windows,  as  though  it  had  no  chim- 
ney.*   At  the  lower  erid  are  two  doors  in  the  pointed  style. 
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*  This  hat  general l^r  been  supposed  a  mode  first  adopted  from  the  contihontf 
KT«tal  of  tfavBodcrn  great  matMiofis  in  FraDce  liaviag  cbimnies,  carried  up  iA 
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Among  ibc  picttrrea  are  some  ctirious  partralla  of  the 
luinily»utul  others  of  fuiinent  persoiw. 

Tlie  park  cunsisU  of  a  fine  improTetJ  tlemcwie,  whkh  abcMinlt 
with  omameikLal  forest  woods.  In  the  valley*  are  some  well- 
(JL^po^ed  pieces  of  water  in  a.  finely  wooded  dclt  The  park 
is  well  bti>i;ki'd  with  deer, 

.  Dm  J011.V  WiLKiMs,  a  celebrated  divine  and  matfaemaliciin* 
was  a  native  of  Fawsley*  having  been  bom  in  the  ticMue 
maternal  grandfather,  the  Kev,  Jwbn  Dod,  (well  known 
the  appellation  of  the  DccaiogUt,)   ttiough   his  father  wa&  \ 
goldsmith  in  Oxfoi^L     In  1627  he  was  admitted  a   student  of 
Kew-Inn,  Oxford,  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen,  whence  remor* 
jng  to  Ma^jdaien  College,  and  having  graduated,  he  entered  iuUij 
holy  oriici-s,  and  was  appointed  chaplain  to  Lord  Say,  and 
After  t4>  George,  Cotint  Palatkxe  of  liie  Rhine. 

Wilkinii  wasaMriking  Iiidlance  of  the  fiuctuation  of  opinix 
in  individuals,  and  the  heterogeneous  conduct  of  gavenuoenl' 
m  the  eventful  period  during  which  he  lived.  On  the  Ciii^ 
War  breaking  out  he  joined  the  presbyterian  faction,  and  snb^l 
icribed  to  the  covenant ;  and  in  1648  was  appointed  to  the  urar* 
dtn^hip  of  Wadham  College^  by  the  committee  formed  for  th^l 
reformation  of  the  University.  Having  legally  vacattsd  thia 
tiust,  by  his  marrying  Roblna,  sister  of  Oliver  Cromwell :  through 
his  connection  wllh  the  uisurper,  he  obtained  a  dispensation  of , 
the  statutes  in  his  favour,  and  retained  his  station.  By  hit 
nephew,  Richard  Cromwell,  he  wa.i  made  master  of  Trinity  < 
College,  Cambridge  J  but  was  ejected  the  following  year,  onthd 
restoration.  Subsequently  conforming  to  the  estabbshed  church, 
he  was  succesfjively  preferred  to  be  preacher  to  the  Society  of* 
Criiy'd  Inn,  to  the  living  of  St.  Lawrence,  Jewry,  to  the  deaarx 
of  Hipon;  and,  through  the  interest  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingn 
liam  wa;}  advanced,  in  16.S8,  to  the  Bishoprick  of  Chester:  ti|| 
which  see  he  died,  Nov.  19,  1672.  The  extent tmd  universality^ 
of  his  learning  have  been  generally  allowed,  whicfi  bis  work* 

havt 
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have  tended  to  demonstrate;*  and  his  greatest  enemies  can 
only  censure  ]^im  for  instability  in  his  political  and  hierarchical 
opinions* 

LicRBOEOVGH,  or  LiTCHBOEoiioH,  is  stipposed  to  hare  been 
cue  of  the  four  British  garrisoned  towns  taken  by  the  Saxons,  iff 
the  year  571.  The  name  certainly  better  accords  with  the 
chronicle  than  either  Loughborough,  in  Leiceatersbire,  or  Leigh- 
ton,  in  Bedfordshire,  at  which  places  Lycanburgfaf  ^^  bees 
placed  by  Camben  and  Gibson. 

Sta  VBRTON.  In  this  parish  is  a  lofty  hill,  called  Studbury,  which 
has  by  many  persons  been  considered  the  highest  spot  of  ground 
in  England ;  and  the  conjecture  receives  a  considerable  suppoit 
from  a  fact,  that  the  rain  water  which  falls  on  the  summit  and 
^es,  runs  to  three  very  different  points  of  the  compass ;  part 
westward  to  the  river  Leam,  and  thence  into  the  Western  Ocean; 
part  eastward  to  the  Nen,  and  onwards  to  the  Eastern  Sea;  and  a 
part  southward  into  the  Charwell,  in  which  direction  it  proceed* 
by  that  channel  nearly  thirty  miles  towards  Oxford.  The  only 
.objection  to  this  evidence  being  conclusive  is,  that  to  the  north 
there  is  no  virater  that  runs Jn  that  bearing  so  f&r  as  five  miles. 

In  the  church  of  Stowb,  commonly  called  Stowe-nine-^kurchu^ 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  having  had  thm 

£  3  right 

*  In  16S8  he  published,  and  which  ho  ftfterwardii  enlMged,  a  "  Diteoverj^ 
of  ft  New  World  in  the  Moon,*'  or  an  a^empt  to  d^nonttnte,  that  there  is  an- 
other habitable  world  in  that  planet;  in  which  he  treats  also  of  thepotaiilt 
means  of  forming  a  communicatioD  with  the  lonar  inhabitants.  An  ingenious 
discourse  entitled,  "  Natural  Magic,'*  was  printed  in  1680 ;  he  was  also  tiio 
antbor  of  several  sennons;  a  voluiae  on  *«  the  Gift  of  prtachbg ;"  another  ou 
the  *'  Gift  of  Prajer :"  and  other  works. 

t  Morton  appropriatelj  ehsenrti^  that  leaving  oat  tht  Saxon  sjOable  m, 
we  have  almost  the  identical  name  t  and  this  is  common  in  modem  pronan- 
ciation;  as^Atieoford,  Atford;  Exeanccstei^  C^er,  &f.  &c.    N^t.  Hist,  of 
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rjjxht  of  prescntntlon  to  thcit  number,  is  a  magnificent 
^ihighly  worthy  the  attention  of  the  cunaus  travcMer,  wh 
the  worth  which  it  was  erected  In  commemorate,  or  the  «kiU  wf 
the  artist  by  whom  it  was  executed,  be  taken  into  consicienitioru 
This,  which  Mr.  Pennant  styles  the  "  most  clegsini  tomb  that 
■this  or  any  other  kingdom  can  boast  vi,"  is  lacred  »a  lh#  10^ 
iDory  of  Eiimhtth,    fourth  datughter  of  Joftn  Lord   ijoiimer. 
The  fig\ire  is  certainly  a  fine   pi«ce  of  sculpture,   in  fi 
i>«Mer.  rerumbent  on  a  black  slab.    The  attitude  is 
chosen,  being  the  most  easy  possible,  that  of  a  pi*ratiOii,  In  si^ep: 
her  head,  rerliftiiTior  on  a  cushion,  is  covered  with  a  hood,  with 
H  quilted  r iitl' round  her  neek;  one  liand  is  placed  cm  her  breast, 
atul  the  other  lies  by  her  side ;  the  guwn,  which  covers  her 
feet,   flows    in  the  most  natural  folds,  and  she  lies  on  a  long 
uirtntle  lined  wKh  ermine,  fastened  at  the  nock  with  jew<:)s;  aH 
in  graceful,  all  would  have  been  easy^  had  it  not  been  for  th« 
preposterous   fiishtun  of  the  times,  wltich  is  dustructiTe  of  aQ  ' 
ho;uUy,  grace,  and  s}^nmetry.     At  thu  feet  is  a  ^iffin  conch- 
ant,  holding  ;v  shield  charged  with  the  funily  arilis.    The  figw« 
l|«a  on  an  altar-tomb  of  white  tnarble,  which  is  omamejited  wink 
•arious  armr*rial  bearings,  and  inscriptions  on  the  sides:  ont  of 
them  states, 

•'  Here  lyes  intombed  the  body  of  the  Honorable  Lady  Eu* 
7SIIETH,  4th  daughter,  and  co-heir  of  John  Latimer,  by  the  Ladf 
Lucy  Somerset,  daughter  of  Henri^)  Ea^^  of  Worcejstrr,  who 
was  married  unto  Sir  John  Danvet-s,  of  Dantsey,  in  the  county 
»f  Wilts,  K(ii;^^ht,  by  whom  she  had  i^ssuc,  three  sons  and  sef* 
daughters.'*  The  other  itiscriptiuns  relate  to  her  children;  far 
commemorating  whose  virtues  and  her  own  aObctiuos  she  catttoi 
this  munumenL  to  be  erected  in  her  li&>tijne : 


Sic  fsmirtt  prtfclim         \  r  iCt^iiit  6^ 
l'r»rclarioT  prole  V  <      Amto 

\uiule  pr»:larMiii»       ^  (  Dm".  I^SO. 
(kt^mnmuvit  tBCuiaj  nonofajii. 


Thi^  handsome  and  interesting  monument  wa«  executed  hr 
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KicholuM  &oii4j^  w1k>  was  a  master  maniv  stabnry  and  stone- 
cutter, to  KingJaiees,  .aid  Claries  the  Second.  He  was  in 
artist  of  some  celebrHy  at  that  time :  and  patts  of  the  |H*e!9efit 
ipecimea  are  honorable  teitdiiiouies  of  bis  ahSkies.  Frtmt  a 
note  that  Vertue  preserved  of  bis,  it  apfieara  that,  *•  Mar«fv>6, 
1617, 1  undertook  to  make  a  tatohe  &)r  lay  Udy»  mother  uf  Loiti 
^Dan7ers»  which  was  all  of  i^hite  marbea  and  tomch,^  and  t  set  it 
up  at  Stow-of-tbe-nine-chiirehes  in  Northamptonshire,  som  twb 
yeare  after.  One  altar  tomb^ ;.  for  tvhidk  I  hail  9:^  kl"  When 
Pennant  first  visited  this  church,  the  monument  here  alluded  to 
was  «  going  fast  to  decay :"  but  since  then  it  has  been  carefully 
cleaned  and  repaired;  and  is  now  guarded  by  the  present  rec- 
tor, the  Rev.  Mr.  Crawley,  with  laudable  care  and  attention. 
As  an  example  of  the  taste  of  the  age,  and  state  of  sculpture, 
when  it  was  executed,  this  may  be  deemad  a  very  interesting 
piece  of  art.  The  head  appcfad^  to  be  a  portrait  of  the  bdyy 
9nd  was  probably  executed  from  a  cast. 

Qm  the  north  side  of  the  chancel  isalacgetnarble  imirali«t«N»> 
ment,  or  otnotapk,  raised  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Thomas  Tuavsi^ 
-who  was  born  in  Bristol,  1645,  and  buried  ia  1714,^  in  the  disfMA 
of  Corpus-Christi  College,  OxSnrd.  This  bcnevalentt  man  rx^ 
pended  a  targe  fortune  in  acts  of  charity :  and  al  his  death,  after 
be^iieathiag  400U/.  to  his  relations  and  frieada^  directed  the  rc^ 
flidue.  of  his  property  to  be  applied  to  public  cbarities.  H« 
augmented  the  stipends  of  the  poorer  unembers  of  Ely  Cathe'*- 
dral,  iu  which,  he  was  prebend;  left  lUO/.  to  be  Expended  in  ap* 
prenticing  poor  children  of  that  city:  6000/.  £br  improving  thd 
biiildings  of  Corpuit  Christi  College,  Oxford,  of  wfakh  he  bad 
been  president;  and  ^,000/.  far  the  purchase  of  estates,  the  re*- 
venues  of  which  were  to  be  applied  te%vards  the  rt^lief  of  tht 
poor  widows  and  children  of  the  clergy.     His  executors  aa- 

E  3  cordingly 

•  **  Touch,  Pierre  de  t^uch,  wat  a  name  applied  lo  any  Wwck  stone,  wliich 
waiQfed  for  the  toaching  ©r  trying  of  goW  At  length  the  «f»itoarieJ'*e«- 
stowed  it  on  all  the  black  laarbie*,  because  Hwy  were  sosieitnioa  oai:d  for  ihil 
parpo&e."     FeAoaiil.  •  .4 
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ccirdingly  bouglit  the  manor*  &c.  of  St  owe ;  also  the  olher  lands  of 
We«t Wrotting,  in  Cambridgeshire,  to  the  value  of  l(M)0/,  a  year 
*nd  upwards.  The  price  of  this  manor  wa^  16,000/.  Tlse  mo- 
nument rtcords  the  charities  «f  this  worthy  divine,  a  stains  of 
whom  is  represented  in  his  master  of  arts  robes,  on  a  terrestrial 
globe^  with  a  book  in  his  hand.  A  canopy  over  hi^  head  is 
^pported  by  two  fluted  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order  *  and 
the  monument  is  adorned  with  two  large  statues  emblematic  of 
religion  and  benevolence.  The  whole  was  executed  by  T^omoA 
Sterna-, 

Wedon  Bec,  or,  as  it  h  now  commonly  called,  Wedon  Roy  a  l, 
receives  itn  former  appellation  from  a  snmll  religious  house,  that 
was  founded  here  as  «  cell  to  the  abbey  of  Bee,  in  Normandj-. 
The  nftme  of  Hoynl  is  modem :  and  has  arisen  fifom  a  large  miUtary 
depSt  for  arm^,  storei^*  Uc*  which  hus  been  erected  and  formed 
here  wilhin  a  few  years*  The  place  is  sometimes  called  We- 
don-in-the-Street,  from  being  seated  on  the  Roman  Wat  ling- 
Street.  It  is  related  that  Wit^hre,  one  of  the  Kings  of  Mercia^ 
liad  a  palace  here  j  and  that  his  danghter  Wtrburght  who  was 
canonized  as  a  saint,  fDimdcd  at  this  place  a  nunnery,  which  was 
endowed  with  singular  privileges.  This  religious  house,  and 
probably  the  royal  mansionj  was  burnt  by  the  Danes.  Leland 
i«ys,  that  a  chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Werburgh,  was  standing  in 
his  time,  attached  to  the  south  side  of  the  church.  The  military 
Ijuildings,  called  the  Dcp6t,  consist  of  a  governor's  house;  also 
bamcks,  with  several  spacious  storehouses,  for  artillery,  mus- 
](0t«,  ammunition,  &c.  A  cut  from  the  Grand  Junction  Canal 
is  formed  to  communicate  with  the  storelv>tises,  and  by  this 
canal,  the  stores,  and  troops  can  be  readily  arfd  cheaply  con- 
veyed to  almost  any  part  of  England. 

In  the  village  church  of  Dodford,  north-east  of  Wedon,  are 
some  ancient  sepulchral  memorials  deserving  notice.  Pen- 
nant describes  one  to  contain  an  efligy  of  "  a  cross-legged 
kni|;ht  arme4  in  mail,  with  both  hands  upon   his  sWord,   a^  if 

in 
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1ft  tko  act  of  drawing  it.''  This  figure  he  coiyecturet  to  hwf  • 
bean  repreaantatiTe  of  "  a  Keyms,  one  of  the  ancient  lords  inf 
the  place ;  and  from  the  attitude  of  his  legs  to  have  lired  during 
the  fiuhionable  madness  of  the  Crusades."  Here  is  a  brasa> 
plate  for  WiiUam  Wpk,  who  died  owner  of  this  place  in  1488;. 
and  another  in  memory  of  his  wife.  In  another  part  is  an  alft> 
baster  Ugare  reprcaented  in  armour,  of  JoAii  Cretgy,  who  distin- 
guished  himself  in  the  French  wara>  under  the  ]>uke  «f  Bedford. 
He  was  made  a  PriTy-counaellor  in  France,  and  died  at  ToTa 
in  Lorraine*  A.a  1443. 
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As  to  its  aspect,  has  nearly  the  same  charactenstic  featvrfts 
as  the  acescent  Hundred  of,Faws)ey;  being  mostly  hi11y>  a^ 
abounding  in  springs.  Two  streams  hare  their  source  in  ft, 
and  soon  after  leaving  the  hpndred  join  the  river  Charwell.  It' 
Gontiuns  no  market-town,  and  the  villages  are  but  small.  It 
comprehends  the  parishes  of  Jaoih^Walh  including  the  Ham* 
let  of  AppYetree,  BoddtHgtum-k/wer,  Boddit^m-upper,  BjfjiMf 
Chipphg-Wardat,  Edgeoa,  Eydom,  Greoiwortk,  Smfgrwef  cmd 
Woo4ford  cum  Membris. 

CHippiNG-WAaDEir,  or  (JkepUig-Wardem,  the  village  which 
gives  name  to  the  hundred,  was  certainly  once  a  market4afwii. 
The  nominal  adjunct  chipphig,  is  derived  from  the  Saxon  term 
ceapen,  to  cheapen^  and  metaphorically  to  buy.  And  in  the 
twelfth  year  of  King  Richard's  reign,  the  name  first  occurs  an- 
nexed td  the  town,  where  a  market  was  then  helcl,  by  virtue  of 
a  grant  obtained  during  the  minority  of  Henry  the  Third,  by 
Henry  de  Braybrook.  In  this  parish  are  some  entrencbmeftts, 
denomuiated  AaaaaaT-BAiiKS.  Moreton  conjectures  that.  t||ey 
were  either  a  camp  of  the  Weil-SaxoiU!»  formed  when  ib»y  in- 

B4  Vadad 
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vfliduH  Mffrcia»  or  works  thrown  uji  by  the  D«n«»,  pr«viniijl  tt 
the  clt^sperate  battl«  foui^'ht  between  them  and  the  Merciani  oft 
the  pUiiu  e-alted  Danea-mcjCir^  afljiicent  to  the  Tillage  of  Eilg- 
coC.  Nkui  lh#  tj*Jrth  <md  yf  tlie  village  ia  WWfosi-B^uii,  all 
carlhin  (ampire,  which  oti  tUei  w«»»-ern  sicie  Is  iilmost  perpeitdi- 
etilur;  but  on  the  eai^terii,  it  ^Xof&n  ilctwn  wiih  a  jgradual  decli- 
vity. Only  a  sfiictt)  part  ()f  it  ri^rnuiiij;,  nA  portions  at  e^ch  eni 
have  been  progrcsnively  le veiled  by  the  plough,  Frotu  lUe 
bafte  to  the  i*idge  of  the  present  fra^qaent  U  niiierpaces,  mid  I  be 
length  is  ahont  twenty-four,  Morton  coajetturtMi  that  it  orin 
ginally  extended  southward  btlow  Walton,  to  the  Charwcllj 
and  northward  by  Aston^  hence  called  Aston-b-the-Wall*  to 
thi  river  Leam  :  ati  extent  of  sixteen  miles.*  This  has  been 
considered  ^praiUHturat  or  fore  fcnce^  and  is  said  to  be  evi- 
dently Roman,  "  fram  the  form,  and  the  cQia&  found  about  U/'-f 
The  purport  of  raising  it  appears  to  have  been  to  secure  the 
HoittHii  conqu<^«ts  busiwurd  of  the  vallum,  from  the  incur&ive 
ch^predutionii  oi' the  Brtu^ps;  wbo^  tiiking  stdvantage  of  the  sbel- 
tor  afibrded  them  by  the  Forest  of  Arden  in  Warwickshire, 
were  eoutinuully  jnfi^ting  the  Bumanis&ed  natives  of  thj;s  part 
of  thfc  iitlaml  Morti>n  aayii  the  name  WaUow  h  derived  from 
the  word  Uuitl  and  Aimxi^c  or  Iokc,  the  Savon  term:i  for  a  hilU 
as  much  as  to  say  Wall*h ill,  to  which  the  appellation^  bamk,  ha» 
been  a  later  addition.  But  in  the  Koman  name  of  such  a  forti- 
fication is  found  a  far  more  easy  derivation.  The  Latin  vaUum 
leaving  out  the  m  at  the  end,  and  changing  the  v  in  pronuncis^ 
tion,  as  in  nlany  instances  has  been  dou«  in  the  names  of  places 
by  the  English,  j;  gives  us  the  identical  word  Wallu,  pronounced 
Wallow.  Near  this  vallum  is  a  plot  of  land  of  about  forty  ^cres, 
denominated  the  black'gioun4t  from  the  colour  of  the  soil,  uhero, 
frequently  have  been  discovered,  coins,  pieces  of  hewn-ston«, 

and 

•  Nal.  Uht.  of  NorlUanip.  p.  525. 

t  Mflij.  I!rit.  Vol.  IIT.  p.  545. 

^  Such,  for  instance,  XV^lit   frum  Vnlluin«  in  Stafurdtliire  :  Wallingford    in 

Berkshire,  ^c. 
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and  fbandations  ef  buildings.  Henee  it  seems  highly  probablo 
that  a  Roman  y'lWti,  or  some  other  edifice  belonging  to  the  Ro* 
mans^  once  existed  here. 

Ebocote-house,  in  the  small  parish  of  Edgcote,  formerljr 
the  family  seat  of  the  Chaunceys,  bears  marks  of  antiquity^ 
though  the  structure  has  been  partially  modernized.  The  bacl^ 
part  of  it,  however,  is  descnring  notice,  not  only  as  characteris- 
tic of  the  style  of  domestic  architectare  of  a  former  period ;  but' 
as  having  been  the  residence  of  the  celebrated  Tftomas  Lord 
Cromwell,  Earl  of  Essex,  vicar-general  to  King  Henry  the 
Eighth.  Part  of  it  was  erected  by  him  a  short  time  previous  M 
his  attainder  and  decapitation,  fai  this  curious  building,  many 
of  the  doorways  and  windows  are  in  the  pointed  style,  and  a 
saloon  alxive  stairs  has  the  floor  flagged;  apparently  aS  a  pre- 
ventative from  fire,  or  as  aVefrigcrating  drawing-room  daring 
the  heat  of  summer.  Over  the  chimney-piece,  in  stone-work, 
are  displayed  ten  quarterings  of  ^e  family  arms  in  one  shield, 
also  the  same  coats  repeated  on  distinct  shields.  On  the  sid9 
of  the  arms  in  the  upper  part,  are  the  figures  of  Mars,  and  Ve- 
nus with  Cupid  by  her  side ;  and  below,  the  statues  of  Apollo, 
and  Vulcan.  This  curious  piece  of  sculpture  bears  the  date  of 
1598.  The  kitchen  is  peculiarly  worthy  of  notice.  The  fire- 
place has  two  large  chimnies  of  a  peculiar  character,  with 
arch  work  in  the  front.  In  each,  an  arch  of  massy  stone, 
eighteen  fe^t  in  length,  sustains  itself;  and  the  incumbent 
weight,  although  its  form  is  the  small  segment  of  a  large  circle, 
nearly  approximating-  to  a  flat.  Over  each  of  these  is  another 
arch  more  raised,  and  above  it  two  vast  funnels  of  stone,  and 
between  them  a  large  window.*  The  House  is  now  the  scat  of 
T.  Carter,  Esqr.  M.  P.  In  this  parish,  to  the  south  of  the  vil- 
lage, is  a  spacious  valley  called  Daves-moor,  or  Buns-more, 
where,  it  is  said  that  a  sanguinary  conflict  took  place  between 

tht 

*  Dr.  WaIUs  ha%  des.tiibcd  them  in  the  Pliilosopbical  TraDsaclloiis, 
Vol.  %iY. 
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the  Dane?,  vrho  had  in  great  force  encamped  on  the  heights  of 
Rainsborough,  and  an  army  of  Saxons  collected  to  oppose  their 
depredations.  But  as  this  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Saxon  Chfo- 
liicle,  it  merely  rests  upon  tradition.  Greater  credibility  at- 
taches to  the  account  of  a  battle  fought  here  between  the  leacl- 
era  of  the  two  contending  factions,  for  the  houses  of  York  and 
Lancaster.  Thu  Lancastrians  were  ccmimauded  by  Sir  John 
Coniert,  and  Robert  llilliyard,  who  entitled  himself  Robin  of 
Biddesdale.  The  followers  of  King  Edward  the  Fourth  were 
comnmndcij  hy  William  Herbert,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  who  tieing^ 
defeated^  and  having  lost  five  thousand  men,  and  the  rest  of 
trmy  routed,  was  hinlself,  together  with  his  two  brothcr^f  John 
and  Richard,  and  Richard  Wydvil,  Earl  of  Rivenij  taken  pn* 
soncra,  and  carried  to  Northampton;  where,  at  the  command 
of  George,  Duke  of  Clarence,  and  Richard  Nevil,  Earl  of  War- 
wick, who  had  recently  revolted  from  the  royaL  cause,  tliey 
were  beheaded  four  days  after  the  battle.  In  1642  the  unfor- 
tunate Monarch,  Charles  the  Firsti  with  his  two  sons,  and  A 
part  of  hi*  army  lay  at  Hdgcote,  previous  to  the  battle  of  Edge* 
hill;  and  returned  to  the  san^e  place  the  day  after  the  engage- 
ment. ^ 

SuLGRAVE.  Near  the  church  of  this  village,  are  the  remains  of 

an  encampment,  on  the  Rummit  of  an  eminence^  called  Castk 
Hill,  This  is  very  lofty,  and  commands  an  extensive  reach  of. 
country  :  and  it  is  traditionally  related  that  nine  coiinties  can 
be  seen  from  its  apex.  About  a  mile  north  of  the  villa^  is  aa 
artificial  uiount,  probably  a  sepulchral  tuniului^ 

In  the  parish  of  Woodfobd,  on  the  banks  of  the  Nen,  art, 
sonie  ancient  remains,  ivhich  in  the  Magnu  Britannia,  are  said 
to  display*'  manilest  si^ns  of  a  place  posst-ssed  by  the  Romans; 
for  in  a  piece  of  ground  called  the  Meadow-furlong"  Biany 
^.s5eU£>  tilts^  aiid  fragments  of  pottery  have  b«eQ  found. 
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KING'S  SUTfON  HUNDRED. 

Assumes  different  feintares  from  the  adjacent  hutodred  of  Chip- 
ping Warden :  the  northern  part  being  generally  flat,  and  the 
toil  deep.  On  the  west  it  is  bounded  by  the  Charwell,  on  the 
banks  of  which  river  is  a  fine  tract  of  meadow  land  ;  and  to  the 
south-east,  in  the  vicinity  of  Aynho,  the  ground  becomes  more 
elevated,  and  the  soil  light  and  dry.  At  the  time  of  the  Con- 
queror's survey,  the  present  district  was  divided  into  two  hun- 
dreds; one  called  the  hundred  of  Elbodestow,  or  Abbodes- 
towe ;  and  the  other  the  hundred  of  Sutton. 

In  its  present  state  it  contains  the  parishes  of  Aynko,  Brack" 
ley  St.  James's,  Brackley  St  Peter,  including  the  hamlet  of  Old 
Brackley  with  Halse,  Chakomhe,  Crougkton,  Culworth,  Eveniey, 
Farthinghoe,  Helmdon,  Hinton  in  the  Hedges,  King's  Sutton 
with  Astrope,  Marston  St  Lavirence,  ^liddlcton-Chenej/,  NeiO' 
bottle y  Radston,  Steatie,  Stutckbury,  Syresham,  The^ford,  Thorp' 
fl4andevUle,  Wappcnhanif  Warkwordh,  including  the  hamlet  of 
<Jrimsbury>  and  Whitjidd, 

Aynho,  a  large  respectable  village,  is  situated  on  an  emi- 
nence. Below  the  rock  on  which  the  village  stands,  issues  a 
powerful  spring  of  water,  called  the  Town^Well,  which  running 
into  the  vale  below,  passes  through  a  fine  meadow,  of  about  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  extent,  to  the  river  Charwell. 
From  this  spring,  and  the  situation,  the  place  receives  its  ap- 
pellation of  Avon-ho,  sof^ned  into  Aynho.  At  the  east  end  of 
theviUage,part  of  the  vicinal  Roman  road,  called  Port-way  is 
visible,  and  is  traced  again  to  the  southward,  but  no  vestiges  of 
it  appear  to  the  north  of  this  place.  In  the  churchy  are  nutuerovs 
'monumental  roemoriaU  ,  several  of  which  are  commemorative  of 
the  CarCwright  family,  who  haTe  long  been  proprietors  of  this 
manor.  It  is  now  the  property  of  W.  R.  Cartwright,  Esq,  M.  P. 
for  thf:  county,  who  has  a  handsome  seat  here,  and  possesses  a 
iliie  collection  of  pictures^  some  of  which  are  by  Morilli. 

Her* 
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Here  wai  fbrmerly  an  HMjtitah  fciundrd  W  Roger  Fitz- 
Bichard,;mfi  hu^srtn  Rflhcrt,  in  the  rime  of  Henry  the  Second, 
far  the  accommodalion  of  poor  and  sick  IrnTellers.  It  was  sub* 
W^ucntly  grant<^d  to  Mngdalen  College,  Oxford,  frcmi  which 
ioticty  it  l^  held  by  lea^e,  and  occapit;  I  a^  a  private  bousif, 
thoagh  still  designated  by  the  appellation  of  The  'SpitaU 

A  Free^Schof}!  was  also  founded  here  by  John  Curtwri^bt, 
Esq,  and  endowed  with  a  renicbiirge  of  twenty  pounds  per  ait' 
mxttitH^tL  f^zitary  for  ti  inasiter. 

SflAKEiiLEY  MAn»i03C,  bom  in  the  Miinor  hniise  of  Aynb(i« 
in  the  year  1603,  was  reputed  by  bis  cotemporaries  lo  be  a  niaa 
of  consideraljlc  gentus  and  brilHant  wit*  More ftttentive  to  cuU 
liVMe  the  ft  ierid$Uip  of  the  mu«;es  than  in  husbanding  hiji  t&^ 
tate,  hii  fortune  was  f|i*ickly  dissipated^  and  he  commenced 
author.  Besides  sevc nil  5iii;ilU*r  poems,  ptiblij^hed  as  tiigitife 
pieceSj  he  wu$  the  author  of  four  (■omedlcgj  v'tnL.  HaUtmd'M 
Lca^Ner ;  A  Fine  CompanUmi  TJie  Crqftjf  3ferchant,  or  The 
SMier*s  Cithen ;  a»id  Tfte  Antiqaarjf.  He  published  a  moral 
poem,  in  two  books,  entitled  Cupid  and  Psyche.  Marmitm  re- 
ceived an  university  education,  iu  Wadham  College,  Oxford, 
where  he  proceeded  to  a  raaater's  degree ;  and  Wood  states 
that  iilthougli  be  inherited  an  unincumbered  cstiite  of  strvtn 
hundred  per  annum,  yet  he  died  poor  iu  1639.* 

Si|^  Ralph  Winwood,  an  eminent  statesman^  in  the  time  of 
James  the  First,  was  also  a  native  of  this  place.  He  was  edu« 
cated  at  Oxford,  where  he  becaine  probationer  fellow  of  Mag* 
dalcn  College.  Leaving  the  university,  he  travelled  on  the 
continent,  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  diplomacy.  In  1G07,  he 
received  the  honor  of  knighthood,  and  was  employed  as  ainba«< 
sridor  to  the  States  of  Holland.  In  1GI4,  he  was  made  Secretary 
ofStatc  and  a  Privy  Counsellor.  He  was  born  l,5(i5,  and  died 
in  1617.  His  writings  arc  "  ^IcmoriaU  qf  State  Jjairs/*  whicU 
after  his  death  were  published  in  one  volume  folio. 

BRACKLEV 
*  Biograpbia  Dramutlca,  5c  Atlienx  Oxofiiousct. 
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BRACKLEY, 

Situated  on  a  descent,  near  a  branch  of  the  riTer  0««e,  Ukt9 
its  name  from  the  brakes  or  fern,  with  which  the  adjacent 
country  is  said  to  baye  formerly  abounded.  Though  at  present 
but  a  smaU  town,  it  has  been  much  larger,  of  greater  relative 
importance,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most  ancimt  bo* 
roughs  in  the  kingdom  :  many  remains  of  its  former  greatness 
are  still  visible.  **  Master  Paynell  told  me,  that  he  saw  at 
Brakley,  in  the  parts  by  Bukyngham*  manifest  tokens,  that  it 
had  beene  a  wallyd  toune,  and  tokens  of  the  gates  and  towres  in 
the  walles  by  the  half  circles  of  the  foundations  of  them  (I 
sowght  diligently,  and  could  f>nd  no  tokens  of  walls  or  ditches) 
And  that  there  hath  bena  a  eastell,  the  dyke  and  hills  whereof 
do  yet  appere  (I  saw  the  castle  plott.)*"  Leland  obserres  fnr* 
ther,  thai  it  was  ''a  Ao^ridhing  town"  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons^ 
but  was  rased  by  the  Dane««.  That  after  the  comjueet  it  wat 
aipain  in  a^  prosperous  state,  became  one  of  the  great  staples  fbr 
the  sale  of. wool,  and  had  the  honor  of  being  governed  by  i, 
Mayor.  Thei^e  privileges  it  received  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  Second,  and  in  the  eleventh  year  of  Edward  the  ThiniT* 
reign,  it  was  of  suci)  emkience,  that  it  sent  three  representatives^ 
310  merchant-staplers,,  to  a  oouneil,  held  respecting  trade,  a| 
^Westminster.  The  first  notice  on  record,  of  Brackley,  as  imi 
incocporated  town,  is  in  a  deed  respecting  the  hojipital,  dated  in 
the  fifty-sixth  year  of  Henry  the  Third ;  and  in  the  sevenVt 
year  of  Edward  the  Second,  the  title  of  Mayor  watt  granted  M 
its  chief  magistrate.  The  Corporation  consists  of  a  Mayor  ani 
giK  Aldermen,  and  twenty-six  capital  Burgesses;  and  an  tlMl 
lords  of  Brackley  were  instrumental  in  procuring  the  town  thif 
franchise,  they  have  always  been  invested  with  a  sliave  in  it4 
execution.     The  Mayor  is  annually  nominated  from  among  the 

Aldermen. 
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Aldermen^  by  the  lonl*f  Steward,  and  sworn  beCure  him  at 
nranoml  court.     OlJfteld  say«i^  this  town  first  sent  member* 
the  Brillsh  Senate  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the    First  ;*  I: 
Bryctgenobfierreai "  that  it  never  sent  any  burgesses  to  Parlia*] 
ment,  nor  ever  received  «iny  preoept  to  send,  as  a  borough,  tlfl< 
after  ilie  lust  Parliament  of  Henry  the  Eighth;  when  tipon 
dissolution  of  the  monasteries,  most  boroughs,  whose  lords 
courtiers,  were  encouraged  to  return  members,  am!  the  largi 
tlissolved  abbey  towns  were  particularly  snramoncd."  f 

In  this  to"A*n  was  anciently  a  Casth,  as  Leland  noticed,  I>» 
by  whom  erected,  or  w*hen  rased,  does  not  appear :  there 
no  remains  in  the  timcof  Leland,  though  the  site  stiJl  retail 
the  name  of  Cast le-ll ill.     Here  were  anciently  two  churcb< 
St. Peter's  and  St,  Jaraes*s.     The  Former  is  still   the  parocl 
church,  and  tlie  latter  a  chapel  o^"^  eaise  to  it.     The  Hospital 
dicatcd   to  St.  James  and  St.  John,  is  said  by  Camden  to  hare 
been  founded  by  the  family  of  Zonch,  who  were  great 
factors  to  the  institution.     The  founder  w^w  Robert  Bossn,  Earl' 
of  Leicester,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  First*     It  originany" 
consisted  of  a  master  and  six  fellows,  who  were  a  kind  of  canons^ 
or  secular  chaplains,  ^^ubject  to  no  ecclesiastical  rule,     ft  waij 
afterwards  granted  to  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  on  conditi 
that  the  master  and  fellows  should  maintain  here  a  stipendiar 
priest,  to  sing  and  say  mass  for  the  soul  of  Francis  Lord  I^velVj 
and  the  souls  of  Lis  ancestors.     The  College  appears  to  hat 
9iade  it  a  kind  of  asylum  tor  their  society  in  perilous  tlme^ 
m  the  reign  of  King  John,  A.  B.  l^H,  that  prince  went  to 
ford,  to  meet  his  Harons,  who  disobeying  the  summons  of 
king,  and  a  civil  war  ensuing,  the  students  were  great  suiler 
many  were  dispersed,  and  the  members  of  Magdalen  (o\ 
their  safety  by  retiring  here.     The  building  is  now  in  a  ruinoi 
condition :  in  the  modern  iiaU|  are  one  hundred  aad  five  shieldiiJ^ 

chari 
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filiarged  with  the  arms  of  several  prelates^  nohles  and  distin- 
guished personages. 

The  Hospital,  with  its  offices,  appears  to  have  consisted 
originally  of  two  quadrangles.  The  Chapel  is  still  subsisting* 
though  stripped  of  its  former  decorations,  and  in  a  dilapidated 
state.  It  has  a  broad  low  tower  on  the  north-west  side.  The 
door-way  at  the  west  end,  has  a  circular  arch,  with  creneUated» 
lind  other  antique  mouldings.  Over  this  is  a  window,  composed 
of  three  divisions,  each  in  the  pointed  style,  with  nail-head 
mouldings ;  and  on  each  side  is  a  niche  in  the  statues.  On  thf 
south  side  of  this  chapel,  near  the  high  altar,  was  a  confession- 
ary  of  five  arches.  In  the  presbytery,  Leland  informs  us,  were 
interred  several  noblemen,  whose  tombs  he  saw,  and  by  tlui 
arms  they  were  some  of  the  Lords,  Holland,  Zouch,  and  LovelL 
Of  the  tombs,  however,  none  remain,  though  the  right  of  se- 
pulture still  attaches  te  the  place.  The  estates  belonging  to 
this  hospital  are  still  vested  in  Magdalen  College,  widiout  any 
obligatipn  to  perform  the  condition  on  which  they  were  origioi^ 
ally  granted.  A  Free  School  was  founded  here  in  the  time  of 
^ward  the  Sixth.      . 

Besides  the  above^  there  was  another  Ho^al,  for  the  sick 
^nd  infirm,  called  Si,  Leonard's,  which  was  placed  under  thm 
conductof  a  master. 

An  Aim's  House  was  founded  here  by  Sir  Thomas  Crewe,  f<ir 
fix  decayed  women,  each  of  whom  was  to  receive  the  annual 
sum  of  four  pounds.  This  allowance  was  subsequently  increased 
|o  six  pounds  by  the  founder's  grandson,  Nathaniel  Lord  Crewe* 
bishop  of  Durham. 

Leland  mentions  three  crosses,  at  this  place,  one  of  whici^ 
from  his  description,  must  have  been  a  very  curious  object,  and 
was  probably  erected  by  the  Staplers.  It  was  twenty-eight 
jfeet  in  height,  with  an  octagonal  pillar  in  the  centre,  and  the 
fides  ornamented  with  the  statues  of  male  and  female  figures^ 
with  various  decorations  of  tabernacle  work.  This  was  taken 
down  about  the  year,  1706,  to  make  room  for  the  erec^on  of 
the  present  towj^  hail 

7  *  The 


Th^  pres^m  twm  of  BracUlcy,  can  only  them  its  former 
tent  l>y  its  ruins,  and  It*?  pristine  prosperity,  by  a  reference 
ItTj  records.  It  cfinsist?  of  one  street,  extendtag  from  the  brrrij 
•«p  the  flfdeiyf  the  inll,ab6ut  a  mile  tn  length ;  and  the  bouses at%J 
ehtefly  constfucfed  ^f  f?fone.  By  th«  returns  made  under  iht] 
population  act, the  n«miher  of  hoii!*e3  Ttiu  256,  and  inhabitanttj 
'1490.  Leland  obserred,  thai  in  his  time  *»  th^  market  fras 
solatcd."  But  at  present  the  toivn  ha^a  well  supplied 
on  Wednesdny?,  and  n  good  market  hoti^  for  the  a^cdmi 
tion  of  the  attendants. 

In  the  Ticimty  of  Brackley,  is  a  piece  of  land  called  Ba^t 
nrd*$'Grren,  where,  in  the  days  of  chivalry-,  several  toumamenm 
urere  exhibited.  The  first  of  these  martial  shews,  w«s  pe^l 
formed  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  King  Heur^*  the  ThirdV] 
and  reign;  in  the  following  year  was  another  display*  of  a  simiU 
kind.  A  third  tournament  -mis  held  here  in  l^&7,  when  sct« 
IHghly  distingnished  per*son.s  entered  the  U«ts. 


Samuel  Clarke,  noted  for  his  skill  in  the  nricntal  langtia^esv 
-was  a  native  of  Brarkley.  He  Ka«;  cdai^ated  at  Merlon  Collegl 
Oxford,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  muster  of  arts,  and  leaf*' 
ing  the  Uni^'ersily,  kept  a  schtml  at  Islington,  near  Londoo. 
But  reftuming  again  to  Oitford,  he  was  in  1(S5S,  appointed  to 
the  office  of  Architypoixraphus,  and  elected  superb.«:  beadle 
of  the  Civil  Law.  He  was  ron'^iilted  by  Dr.  Edmund  Cu-sttlt' 
in  his  Heptaglntt  Lexicon,  and  as  the  Doctor  acknowledges  iti\ 
his  preface  to  the  first  volume,  furnislied  considerable  -• 

to  that  learned  work.  The  Polyj^lott  Bible,  also,  pub:  ,  / 
Bishop  Walton,  is  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Cbrke  for  the  paitibli 
of  learning  and  labours  he  aftorded  toward?*  its  ccunpktioc 
He  wrote  several  essays  relative  to  Oriental  litrralure^  whicii' 
remain  in  manuscript,  in  the  archives  tff  the  Bodleian  IJbrtn*. 
He  died  December  27  th,  1609,  and  wa^  interred  in  the  piridi] 
cburdt  of  Holywell,  Oxtunl. 

Irt  the  Church  of  Croluuton*  is  an  handsome  monumtni  t» 


JIORTIlAlCrTON«BiB£.  IH. 

the  memory  of  the  Rev.  William  Friend,  M.  A.  formerly 
rector  of  this  parish,  and  bis  three  sons ;  Robertj  who  waa  hea4 
master  of  Westminster  School ;  William,  aad  J^hfu  The  laUer> 
who  became  an  eminent  Physician,  was  born  here,  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  at  Westminster  School,  whence  h« 
vraa  removed  to  Christ  Church  College,  Oxford.  He  was  suc- 
ctstively  appointed  Profesfor  of  Chemistry  to  ibe  University^ 
Physician  to  the  Army  in  Spain,  Fellow  of  tlie  College  of 
Physicians,  and  in  172^  was  elected  member  for  Launceston^ 
in  Cornwall.  He  was  appointed  Physician  to  the  Queen  of 
George  the  Second,  and  died  in  1728.  Besides  other  publi- 
cations, he  was  author  of  a  Course  of  Chemical  Lectures :  — 
"The  History  of  Physic  from  the  time  of  Galen  to  the  begin- 
iag  jof  the  16th  century,''  &c.  3  vols.  8vo.  All  his  writings 
were  fleeted  and  pnblished  in  Latin,  by  Dr.  Wigan,  in  one 
volopt  foiio.* 

Hblmoon,  the  parsonage  house  of  Uiis  village,  is  rendercxl 
jMted  in  the  annals  of  antLquanau  literature,  by  an  ancient  inscrip- 
.tlon  on  a. mantle-piece  in  .one  of  the  rooms..  Much  disputation 
.and  ingenious  conjecture  have  been  exercised  on  the  subjecV^ 
and  on  the  first  introduction  of  Arabic  numerals  in^  England. 
From  the  prints  that  haVe  been  engraved  of  the  inscription, 
and  published  in  the  Philofipphical  Transactions,  Archaeologia, 
&c..we  should  be  inclined  to  think  that  the  figures  and  letters 
were  formed  by  some  common  illiterate  carpenter,  who  waa 
unable  to  make  them  either  with  accuracy  or  propriety. 
Hence  it  seems  very  absurd  to  deduce  any  systematic  conclu- 
sions from  such  questionable  data.  The  date  is  said  to  be  A« 
D^.  W.  133.  Mr.  Denne  thinks  it  should  be  read  1533,  X  ^&<1 
this  is  jmore  likely  than  the  former  date. 

Vol.  XI.— Jan.  1810.  F  Kjncs 

*  Aikio'ft  Biographical  Memoiri  of  Medicine. 
^  lliis  circumstance  reminds  us  of  a  storjr  related  of  King  Charles  the  Se* 
cood,  and  the  Roj^al  Society ;  already  given  in  Vol.  1.  p.  87  of  this  work. 

:  8ft  ArvftatologU  Vol.  XIII.  p.  107—114 


Ki?iGs  SirrT<>?i  ChubcUj,  is  diatiDgutslied  by  its  w^tem  towtf^ 
ffbtch  h  0tti%menied  wjth  a  loi^y  hand  tome  spire,  and  cricketed 
'(iii»naclf'3w  In  the  ham!et  of  Asiropf  m  thji  parish*  is  a  mineril 
spring  calted  St,  Rumhnl£t-WtU^  wiiich  formerly  attracted  tsmsj 
▼isitftTs  tft  the  place,  but  its  cA^Wxty  has  declined. 

Avmop  H\LL,  forroeriy  the  seat  of  Lc^rd  Chief  Justice  Willei^ 
>!i  now  the  residence  of  a  de-»cend8ml<of  hk  lordships  the  Rev. 
W.  S.  Willcs, 

'     MiUDtETO?!  CfTTNEY,  ©f   Chtndmt*     Over  the  door  of  t|i« 

Tcli  tower  of  ibis  village  i*  the  statwe  of  a  saint,  with  rariom 

9fAti5ni  1ft  stone  i^  ork ;  and  on  tlie  soutli  ^ide  of  the  church 

mrch  of  ratht?r  sbigtilar  cuntrifance  and  execution.     The 

tswholJi^or  6tone>  &nd  forme  J  with  a  more  acute  mtigk 

l-liiose  usually  i><»n^lructed  wilh  timber.     The  stones  which 

wulfMoe  it  ftre  all  cut  with  an  inarching  joints  by  which  roeani 

ihiry  are  prevented  from  fallings  and  lie  compact  and  firm,*    It 

^k  the  eufltoin  'm  ^uinmer  to  strew  the  floor  of  this  chtirch  with 

hfty,  cut  from  a?h-meadow^  and  in  winter  straw  is  found  at  the 

expense  of  the  rector,    A  peculiar  tenure  also  prcTaib  in  the 

lordship  of  thi^  parish.    When  e7tate3  descend  in  the  fem^de 

linf,  the  eldest  sister  inherits  by  law. 

On  a  field  in  this  parish,  a  battle  was  fought  between  the 
royal  and  parliamentarian  forces,  when  the  latter  were  defeated. 
In  the  history  of  the  Civil  Wars,  this  battle  is  denominated 
Middleton-Chena/'Jight. 

Newbottle.  In  this  parish  is  an  old  manor-house,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Earls  of  Thanet,  but  has  been  lately 
purchased  by  W.  R.  Cartwright,  Esq.  M.  P. 

The  Hamlet  of  Charlton  is  noted  for  a  fortification  called 
Rainsborough,  of  which  a  manuscript  aCcount«  preserved  in 
the  inii.ccum  at  Oxford,  gives  this  description.     "  In  the  limits 

of 

*  Tbr  louth  porcb  of  6arnt>:li  Ckurcb  is  sinilfttly  formed. 
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of  Charlton,  and  in  the  parish  of  Newbottle/  in  Nonbampton- 
shire,  is  on  the  top  of  a  little  hill,  which  has  a  prospect  round 
about  it,  a  camp  with  a  double  fortification.  The  mound  about 
it  hath,  as  it  seems,  been  woodland.  The  inward  (ortificatioa 
is  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  about;  the  outward  half  «t 
least  This  camp,  and  hill  is  called  Rainsborough  Hill,  th«ugh 
some  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  would  have  U  Daine^- 
borough  Hill,  as  if  it  had  been  a  camp  of  the  .Danes."  Sinc« 
the  time  of  this  writer  the  encampment  ha^  und^rgpne  consi- 
derable alteration.  ^     . 

I  ■  .  ; 

.t.       ■'  r.c 
Steane,  or  Stsne.    The  manor  of  this  parish  lya^  oacn  ,t^ 

property  of  the  distinguished  family  of  the  Qjewes^  (now  of 

Cheshire)  many  of  whom  were  interred  in  the  church,  wh^rei^i 

are  still  several  monuments  sacred  to  their  memor^^..,  Ag^u^ 

the  north  wall  of  the.  family  burial-place  is  a  neat,  marble  slab, 

supported  by  pillars  of  the  Ionic  order,  with  an  inscription  t9 

"  John  Lord  Crewe,  Baron  of  Steane,. \^o  died  on  t^e  83d  yj^ar 

of  his  age,  Dec.  \%  1679.    Another  inscription  is  to  , 

*'  Thomas  Cr£we  miles  serviens  dni  regis  ad  legem,  pfolo- 
quutor  parliamentorum  annis  XXP  Jacobi,  et  I®  Carpli  Feb. 
anno  dni  16^3,  obiit  statis  sus  68.     Peregrinus  in  Partriam..'' 

On  an  altar  tomb,  composed  of  white,  black  and.  grey  marr 
fole,  are  two  recumbant  statues;  one  representative  of  a  person 
in  the  habit  of  a  serjeant  at  law,  reposing  his  head  on  his  right 
hand,  and  holding  a  roll  in  the  left;  the  other,  of  a  female  re- 
clining on  a  pillow,  habited  in  the  costume  of  the  time.  On  a 
tablet  is  this  inscription,  "  Temperans  Crewe,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Crewe,  Esq,  and  one  of  the  daughters  and  co-heirs  of  Reginald 
Bray,  Esq.  by  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lord  Vaux, 
died  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  25  October,  1619,  and  in  tlie  year 
38  of  hir  age,  and  now  resteth  from  hir  labours,  and  hir  works 
follow  hir. 

Prs^missa  non  aroissa,  discetsa  nun  niQitiia 
CoDJux  casta,  parens  fo&lix,  matrona  pudica, 
Sara  vivo,  miwdo  Iblartha,  Mafia  Deo." 

F2  On 
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On  another  taHltt»  surmounted  by  tlie  family  zimx  It  tlife 
"acription  : 

"  Joifs   Lord  Cut^rt,  Baron  of  Stcanc,  wvn  of  Str 
Crewe,  Kriipht,  and  Temptranre  his  irifc,  ont  of  tht  dwrj 
4n^   co-heirs  of  Reginald  Bray,  of  Stearic,   in  the  coiditj 
Northampton,  Esq.  died  in  the  eighty-second  year  of  bis 
On  the  twcl^fth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  oor  Lord  1671 
This  John  Lord  Crewe  was  a  member  of  parliament  in  the  fiftet 
year  of  Charles  the  First's  reign,  and  during  the  iToubles 
usurpation  his  fidelity  to  that  unfortunate   Monarch  remained 
nnshaketi.     By  his  prudence  and  perscTcrance  he  became 
of  tife  happy  intruments  in  the  restonition  of  royalty.    In 
turn  for  his  services  he  was;  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  in 
luclfth  yc^ar  of  his  rc-ipi,  called  from  the  lotv-cr  to  the 
bouse,  by  the  style  and  rule  a^  Lord  Cretve,  Baron  of  Steanr, 

Near  the  monuaicnt  of  Thomas  Lord  Crewe,  Ia  another  ha 
some  one  of  vcintd  iriarblc,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  Nai 
UfEL  LoRO  Crewe,  Lord"  Bishop  of  Durham.  He  was  boni 
this  place,  January  31, 1633,  and  received  his  education  in 
coin  College,  Oxford,  where  he  co-operated  with  the  pi 
terian  party;  but  at  the  restoration  took  holy  orders,  uui 
lti6d  was  made  Dean  of  Chichester.  In  1671  he  was  prci 
to  the  bishopric  of  Oxford,  frdra  which  see  he  Was  aftert 
in  lf>74,  translated  to  Durham.  For  his  preferments  he  was 
debted  to  James,  Duke  cf  York,  whose  measures  he  strenuot 
supported ;  yet  hi  the  conventional  parliament  held  against 
Monarch's  interest,  he  was  one  of  those  who  voted  that  h 
had  abdicated  the  throne.  This,  howerer,  did  not  obt 
him  the  desired  t-xcmption:  he  was  excepted  out  of  the 
amnesty  ^nted  by  William  and  Mary  to  the  adhct^nts  of  ( 
Stewart  family.  At  length,  howeVer,  he  procured  the  Boyi 
pardon,  mid  was  permitted  to  retain  his  dignity.  By  tlic  deal 
of  hi*  brother^  in  IG91,  he  succeeded  to  the  paternal  title, 
died  Baron  ofSteane,  Sipti>mbcr  18,  1721. 

The  vestments  belonging  to  this  church  form  an  object  of 
some  curiosity.    The  furniturt  for  the  altarj  pulpit,  and  rcadini 

desk, 
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desk,  if  rich  crimson  Tclret,  originally  made  for  the  Royad  Gha* 
pel  of  Sl  James's^and  wSis  a  present  to  this  church  by  Nathaniel 
liord  Crewe,  clerk  of  the  closet  to  King  Charles  the  Second; 
who  gave  also  the  Bible  which  had  been  used  by  that  Monarch, 
^he  MoMor-kouse  of  Steane  was  transferred  from  the  Crewes 
to  the  Duke  of  Kent,  and  has  since  been  purchased  by  £ail 
•Spencer,  but  is  occupied  by  a  fanner. 

V  Abont  a  mile  and  half  from  Middieton  is  Thenfobd  Haul, 
the  seat  of  Michael  WoodhuU,  Esq.  who  has  distinguished  himself 
in  the  annals  of  literature,  by  a  "  Poem  on  Equality,"  &o.  This 
jhoQse  contains  a  large  and  choice  collection  of  Books  and 
MSS.  This  estate  came  into  the  possession  of  the  WoodhuU  fa^ 
mily  by  purchase  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh.  In 
the  church  is  a  monument,  with  an  effigy  of  a  man  in  armour, 
said  to  be  for  Fuleo  de  Wgdhull,  who  died  in  1613. 

About  a  mile  northward  of  the  village  of  Thenford  is  a  high 
hill,  called  Arhury,  which  was  apparently  once  fortified  with  a 
circumvallation,  though  at  present  only  part  of  the  rampart  is 
visible  on  the  south  side.  In  the  vicinity  have  been  found  such 
tessellie  ^  the  Romans  used  in  their  Mosaic  pavement^,  a  medal 
$kf  the  Emperor  Constans,  and  in  the  church-yard  an  urn  filled 
with  inciiiexated  bones :  not^rithstanding  these  indications  of  Ro* 
man  vestiges^  Mofrtpn,  with  hi^  ^suad  partiality  refers  it  to  th« 
Pane?.* 

{ip  tlie  hamlet  of  Astwell,  in  the  parish  of  Wappcnham,  is  an 
^cient  mansion,  the  property  of  the  Marquis  qf  Buckingham, 
now  occupied  by  a  farmer,  but  formerly  a  seat  of  the  Earls  Fer* 
rars.  Behind  the  gateway  is  a  small  court,  whence  is  the  en- 
trance into  the  large  hall,  the  windows  of  which  project,  and 
have  over  them  battlements.  The  chimney-pieces  and  wainr 
scot  in  several  of  the  rooms  are  prnamented  with  armorial  bear- 
ings, and  other  carved  decorations.  At  the  east  end  oi  the 
large  parlour  >vas  formerly  a  chapel,  now  dilapidated. 

F3  ^KWfiyi^win 

^  *  Nftt.  Uist.of  Nortbunp,  p.  541. 


Warkwortm  Castli,  in  the  parish  of  Warkwortli,  wa8  for* 
.m«rly  the  seat  of  the  Wood  hulls  and  the  CKetwoods.  Thb 
handsome  cajtellated  maiiBion  conftisted  of  a  body,  and  twt> 
win^s,  formiiifc  three  sides  of  a  Cjuadrangle,  and  the  centre  waiA 
flanked  with  two  bastion  tower*,  rising  tf^  the  height  of  the 
^building,,  one  on  each  sidc^  It  stood  m  a  large  park«  decorated 
with  fi^h  ponds  and  plantations-  On  the  death  of  the  ktc 
*>wnerj  Francis  Eyre,  Esq,  the  cstute  was  sold,  the  hovj^e  pulied 
down*  and  the  pleai5urc'gromid.Sj  &c.  destroyed-  In  the  Church 
3tre  several  ancient  sepulchral  inscnptjans^  on  bra^s  platen  umI 
>tDne^.  Some  of  them  bear  the  early  dates  of  14\2  and  I49(li 
One,  of  these  records  the  name  and  memory  of  "  Mons.  Joku 
'Cheiwode,  Chivelar  of  Warkwqrth/'  who  died  1413. 
f 


green's  NORTON  HUKDItED 

U  »  small  diiirict*  situated  to  the  north *east  of  Kin ^3  Sutton, 
fusd  in  it^  g^enentl  aspect  dispbyA  similar  features  to  those  of 
tbnt  division  of  the  county.  In  the  south*east  part  it  ts5j  how- 
fever,  covered  by  a  portion  of  Whittlewood  Forest  In  the  time  of 
the  Norman  conquest  it  was  denominated  the  Hundred  of  Foxle, 
from  a  town  since  destroyed,  which  stood  near  its  southern 
boundary.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  this  and  the 
manor  of  Norton  having  been  purchased  by  Sir  Henry  Greene, 
the  name  was  changed  to  Green's  Norton,  and  ever  since  both 
have  been  vested  in  the  same  proprietors. 

This  hundred  contains  the  parishes  of  Blakeslry,  Bradden, 
Cannons- Ashby,  including  the  hamlet  of  Adston,  Greens  Norton, 
Mai^ford,  Moreton-Pinknet/,  Plumpton,  Silverstone,  Stapton, 
Weston,  Weedon,  and  Whittlehury  ;  and  the  Hamlet  of  Wood-end. 

Ash  BY  Canons  received  the  latter  appellation  frem  a  priory  of 
Black  Canons,  probably  fouiided  by  Stephen  de  Leye,  in  the 

reign 
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reign  of  Henry  the  Second ;  and  in  one  of  his  gifb  of  lands  h« 
solermniy  confirms.ihe  grant  by  the  ofiering  of  a  sword  upon 
the  altar,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  parishioners,  whom  he  con- 
stituted witnesses  lietween  him  and  God,  of  the  benefit  con- . 
ferred.  The  annual  revenues  at  the  dissolution  were  valued  at 
1 121.  Ss,  4i(/.  and  the  site  of  the  house,  with  the  possessions 
belonging  to  the  monks,  were  granted  to  Sir  Francis  BryaQ» 
from  whom  they  passed  to  Sir  John  Cope.  Nothing  remains 
of  the  monastery  but  the  small  church,  in  which  are  sepulchral 
metnentos  of  several  of  the  Dry  den  family  who  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  manor  after  the  Copes, 

.  The  mansion-house,  at  present  the  seat  of  Sir  John  Dryden, 
is  a  moderate-sized  structure,  built  in  an  age  when  strength 
and  stability  were  more  consulted  in  architectural  designs  than, 
regularity  or  symmetry.  It  received  some  repairs  and  embel*. 
lishments  a  few  years  since,  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  residence  of 
the  Copes  above  mentioned.  In  the  present  building,  the  only 
thing  remarkable  is  a  room  thirty  feet  by  twenty,  which  is 
said  to  be  entirely  floored  and  wainscotted  with  the  timbsr 
contained  in  a  single  oak-tree  which  grew  on  this  lordship. 

Green's  Norton.  In  this  village,^  which  gives  title  to  the 
hundred,  it  is  generally  supposed,  was  born  the  celebrated  lady^ 
eminently  distinguished  both  for  virtue  and  rank.  Queen  Ca- 
therine Parre,  and  her  brother  William,  Marquis  of  North- 
ampton. On  the  marriage  of  their  father,  Thomas  Parre,  Kat. 
with  Maud,  one  of  the  co-heiresses  of  Sir  Thomas  Greene,  be 
came  to  reside  at  this  place.  Catherine  having  been  introduced 
at  court,  found  means  to  engage  the  affections  of  the  amorous 
King  Henry  the  Eigjith,  and  became  his  sixth  wife.  She  had 
received,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  age,  a  learned  educa- 
tion, to  which  she  happily  joined  an  uncommon  share  of  pru- 
dence :  as  the  mode  in  which  she  conducted  herself,  amidst  th« 
surrounding  difiicuhics  of  the  times,  evidently  evinced.  Her 
attachment  to  the  reformation,  and  favorable  attention  to  the 
reformers,  roused  the  hatred  of  Gardiner,  and  other  zealous 

F  4  .^hampious 
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^'hamplons  for  the  church  of  Rome,  who  by  virious  ^lota  anil 
contrivance:*  eiifl<?avnuretl  to  effect  her  downfall  and  ruin.  But 
in  despite  of  all  their  inachinations>  by  her  judicious  conduct 
and  conciliatory  demeanour,  she  preserved  her  interest  in  the 
King's  afTections  till  the  day  of  his  d«ath«  Her  second  mut- 
rm^e,  with  Sir  Thomai^  Seymovr,  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Hug* 
land,  ifi  1547,  was  slill  less  propitious;  for,  in  coojcqucnct  of 
his  ill  treatment^  she  died  of  grief  the  following  year. 

In  ihe  church  are  a  fow  in onumeiits  worthy  t>f  notice.  Oa 
an  aitar  tomb  arc  the  efltgias  of  a  man  in  armour^  and  his  wife 
in  the  dress  of  the  time,  tn  white  marble.  The  first  represent 
TUomns  Green,  who  died  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Thirds 
Other  memorials  of  ihe  Green  family  are  found  here  in  di0ef- 
ent  stnnes,  brasses,  and  fra^menbs  of  stained  glaas.  The/do* 
in  this  church  is  ancient  and  curious* 

SiL\^sTON,  a  hamlet  in  Greens  Norton  parish^  has  by  some 
antifjimries  been  considered  an  usual  residence  «if  Bome  of  <nii 
anciviit  kings.  And  in  confirmation  of  the  fact^  it  is  stated,  that 
m  1)^4,  Eichard  the  First,  in  the  6^th  year  of  his  reign>  took 
up  his  abode«  when  William  King  of  Scotland  had  an  audience 
to  fjrrfer  his  complaint  against  the  BUhop  of  Durham^  forati 
insult  he  had  received  from  that  prelate  at  Brackley,  and  that 
the  records  inform  us  Edward  the  First  twice  resided  here. 
But  there  are  no  vestiges  of  any  royal  palace  at  Silveston; 
whence  we  are  induced  to  copclude  that  this  place  w*s  only 
Tisited  occasionally  by  a  few  monarchs. 

Whittleburv,  another  hamlet  in  this  parish,  contains  Msveral 
handsome  villas,  belonging  to  distinguished  families.  Syltaii 
scenery  attracts  the  attention  of  the  votaries  of  taste;  and  fur- 
nishes  means  for  the  display  of  it.  Retirement,  &hade>  and  se« 
elusion,  if  they  do  not  rank  among  our  ideas  of  sublimity,  are 
certainly  connected  with  our  views  of  comfort,  and  intimately 
associated  with  our  pleasurable  sensations.  The  Forest  of 
Whittlewood,  with  its  walks,  purlieus,  &c.,  has  been  already 
noticed  in  the  general  description  of  the  county. 

t  Wakepielb 
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Wakefield  Lodgk^  the  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Graven,  Heredi- 
tary ranger,  i»  delightfully  situated  o«  a  gentle  eminence^ 
which  slopes  gradually  to  the  margin  of  a  lake.  The  opposite 
bank  swells  into  a  noble  lawn,  nearly  a  mile  io  extent;  th« 
smooth  features  and  soft  tints  of  which  are  finely  contrasted  by' 
the  bold  and  abrupt  aspect  of  a  dense  woodland  scene,  termi^ 
nating  tb«  view.  Standing  in  the  centre  of  the  forest,  man^' 
beautiful  rides  branch  oil*  in  almost  erery  direction  from  the 
bouse,  which  is  a  large  mansion  buih  by  a  Mr.  Cleypole,  son-in- 
law  of  Cromwell. 

Shelbbook  LAW>f,  a  handsome  house  lately  rebuilt,  is  th« 
seat  of  the  honorable  General  Fitzroy.  Within  about  half  a' 
mile  of  What  is  termed  Whittlebury  Green,  a  neat  hunting  boi^ 
has  been  recently  erected  by  Lord  Southamptcm.  On  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  green,  the  Honorable  and  Re?.  Henry  Beau- 
clerk  has  a  good  house,  surroimded  with  pleasure  grounds* 
tastefully  laid  out,  and  opening  into  the  wild  scenery  of  tho 
^est. 
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Is  generally  hilly,  yet  the  features  are  of  that  indistinct  kind^ 
which  afford  little  diversity  of  prospect,  and  are  still  less  ii»» 
teresdng  in^picturesque  scenery.  The  Watling-Street,  which 
makes  a  considerable  angle  at  Towcester,  traverses,  in  a  straight 
line,  the  hundred  to  Forster's  Booth,  and  enters  in  the  same 
direction  the  hundred  of  Fawsley.  This  district  was  ancWntly 
of  much  greater  extend,  but  was  reduced  to  its  present  limits  itt 
the  time  of  Edward  the  First.  This  hundred  contains  th«  pa- 
rishes of  Abtkorpe,  including  the  Hamlet  of  Foscote,  i^ld 
Higham,  Gayton,  Pattishall,  Tiffield,  and  the  town  of  Towcester. 

Pateshull  or  PATT£iisUAi.i9  It  ttMXRorable  for  having  been 

the 
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the  birtli-plac«  of  leveral  celebrated  characters i  amojig  whom 
w&s  Siiaow  Di  pATisBULL,  OF  PmtukuU,  who,  according  to 
Mattliew  of  Weatniiuater*  was  an  able  miniBter  and  sUtestmanj 
a  faithful  privy  couase! lor,  and  of  great  poliikal  authority  "in 
the  time  of  King  Richard  the  First  And  from  the  sixth  year 
of  that  munarch's  reiftfn,  till  the  eighth  of  King  John's,  served 
tbe  t)i)ice  of  shenft'  iW  this  county.  In  the  first  year  of  the  lat- 
itrr  reign  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  justices  in.  the  court  of 
KlOl^i  Bench;  and  in  the  serentcenth  year  of  Henry  the  Third, 
matie  txjrd  Chief  Justice  of  England.* 

Hugh  ue  pATEsHiJLt  iras  a  person  of  no  less  distinctionj  the 
fiither's  repntation  conducing  to  the  advancement  of  his  son. 
In  the  early  part  of  Henry  the  Third**  reign,  he  had  committed 
to  him  the  custody  of  the  Exchequer  seal ;  and  having  exe- 
ciitcd  that  important  trust  with  application  and  fidelity^  in  the 
«ighteenih  year  of  the  sanve  reign,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
liigh  office  of  treasurer  of  England ;  he  vf^  afterwardi  made 
Bishop  of  Lichfteld  and  Coventry^  Cotemporary  with  these, 
and  of  the  same  family  waa  Ma  axis  de  Pateshull,  who, 
though  a  clergyman,  also  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Third,  wa^  made  Lord  Cht€f  Jtiitice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
continued  in  that  office  upwards  of  twelve  years*  and  died  dean 
of  St.  Paul's. 

Dr.  Richard  Steward,  who  was  born  here  in  1595,  studied 
in  Magdalen  College  Oxford,  of  which  society  he  was  elected 
fellow.  He  first  devoted  his  attention  to  civil  law,  but  after- 
wards  to  theology,  and  soon  became  one  of  the  most  eminent 
divines  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  obtained  several  dig- 
nified preferments.  In  1638  he  was  made  prebendary  of  Wor- 
cester^  appointed  to  a  stall  in  the  cathedral  of  Sarum  in  1699, 
chaplain  in  ordinary  to  King  Charles  the  First,  and  made  Dean 
of  Chichester  in  1634.  In  1638  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
closet,  the  followmg  year  Provost  of  Eton  College,  dean  of  the 

chapel- 

♦  Fuller's  Worthies. 
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chape]-royal>  Prebendary  of  St.  Pancras,  and  Dean  of  St.  Paul's 
in  1641.  In  1645  he  ifras  advanced  to  the  deanry  of  Wettmin- 
ster,  and  died  at  Pari.%  Not.  14, 1651. 

TOWCESTER 

Commonly  called  Toseter,  and  in  the  Domesday  Boolf  T<yoe» 
cesire,  is  situated  on  a  plain  near  the  banks  of  a  small  river, 
named  Tove.  Numerous  Roman  coins  have  been  found  here, 
particularly  about  Berrymount  Hili,  which  is  an  artificial  mount 
composed  of  earth  and  gravel,  on  the  north-east  side  of  the 
town.  It  is  flat  on  the  top,  about  twenty-four  feet  in  height^ 
and  the  diameter  one  hundred  and  two.  This  hill  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  moat  capable  of  being  filled  with  water  firom  the 
adjoining  brook,  and  has  every  appearance  of  having  been  a 
Roman  muniment.  Horsley'"'  places  here  the  station  Lacto^ 
doro  with  gi'eater  probability  of  correctness  than  at  Stony- 
Stratford,  as  Gale  and  Stukeley  have  done ;  though  both  places 
have  an  equal  claim  as  to  their  being  on  a  great  Roman  road. 
The  distance  assigned  between  Benavenna  and  Lactodoro  is 
XII  millia,  and  the  distance  between  Daventry  and  Towcester 
nearly  accords  with  this,  being  twelve  statute  miles :  for  though 
the  Roman  was  somewhat  less  than  the  English  mile,  yet  the 
difference  may  be  reconciled,  by  the  Watling-Street  proceed- 
ing straight,  and  the  present  turnpike  curving  to  the  south. 
On  the  north-west  side  of  the  town  are  vestiges  of  a  foss,  and  the 
ruins  of  a  castle  or  tower,  probably  a  Saxon  work ;  for  in  that 
period  this  town  appears  to  have  been  a  place  of  considerable 
strength,  and  is  said  to  have  been  so  well  fortified,  that  the 
Danes  who  besieged,  were  unable  to  take  itf  However,  at 
some  time  it  must  have  suffered  from  those  people,  for  in  the 
year  921  King  Edward,  who  was  in  possession  of  the  whole 
kingdom,   excepting  a  part  occupied  by  the   hostile  Danes, 

issued 

*  Brit.  Rom.  p.  422. 
t  Mag.  Brit.  Vol.  III.  p.  54«. 


11  KeilTHAMPYONAStftE^ 

isbiif  J  hh  mtndate  for  tht  rebuilding  ^nd  forti/ying  Tawcesttr. 
The  Dunes  of  Ngrtbampton  and  Lftkesttr,  vrho  h^  previoicUj 
made  a  tmce  with  the  S*%om,  sudtlenly  brake  their  rngag«- 
mentf  and  marching  to  thU  pbce,  carried  on  an  assault  for  a 
%Tboic  day;  but  the  inbabHajiU  di&played  their  courage  by  a 
vigorous  and  successful  reiilfitaiif^e ;.  and  being  succoured  by  a 
Seixon  army,  thu  Banes  were  obliged  to  retreat      In  conse- 
quence of  thbj  towards  the  close  of  the  summer,  Edward  ad- 
^tancing  with  his  army  lo  Passenham  encamped  Ihere,  ttil  be 
kitd  fr>rtified  Towcester,  and  encompagaed  it  with  a  eione  wall.* 
Al  present  Towcester  consists  principally  of  one  long  street, 
the  houses  in  which  are  generally  well  builtj  and  being  a  great 
thorough  fere,  there  arc  several  good  inns.     In  the  windows  of 
ofie»  the  Talbotj  are   tlie  armn   and  name   of  Wiiliam  Sponne, 
Arehdfacon  of  Norfolk,  and  rector  of  Towcester,  who*  in  the 
twenty  •ninth  3  ear  of  Kin^  Henry  the  Sixth,  gave  this  inn  and 
certain  lands  for  the  payment  of  ih^ JtftcentltB,  if  any  such  tax 
thoald  be  levied  by  Pari  lament :  and  in  case  of  no  such  tax 
being  levied^  then  the  r^v^enue  to  be  applied  by  the  feoffees  for 
ftptiring  Bad  paTing  the  streets  of  tke  townv  &€.    He  founded 
ftlBO  a  college  and  ehantry  here  for  two  priests  to  pray  for  hk 
ioiil»  and  the  sonls  of  his  relations;  the  revenues  of  which,  at 
the  Dissolution,  were  valued  at  19/.  6s,  Sd.  per  annum.     A  mo- 
nument  in    the  church  commemorates  this  benefactor  to  the 
town.     He  is  represented  in  a  loose  robe  which  descends  be- 
neath his  feet,  with  an  ermine  hood  and  slecTes.     Beneath  is  a 
representation  of  an  emaciated  body,  such  as  is  very  commonly 
aeen  in  cathedrals.    By  the  returns  made  under  the  population 
aet  in  1^01,  the  number  of  houses  appears  to  be  434,  and  inha- 
bitants 9030;  of  whom  846  were  represented  as  being  employ- 
ed in  trades  and  manufactures,  principally  in  those  of  silk  and 
lace,  of  which  latter  article  great  quantities  are  made  in  this 
town  and  the  adjacent  villages. 

Sir 

*  ChrOo*  Saju 


fill  RtesAtb  Emfsom,  bf  notoribiw  ittemoiy>  was  fhe  ton  of  t 
ttCTe-maker  in  this  place.  He  tumed  hia  atfeentioii  to  th»  fanwv 
by  Itia^Millttiit  akill  in  whick>  he  became  a  ikrorite  of  Kln^ 
Heliry  the  Seventh*  who  made  him  chancellor  of  the  duchy^ 
Lancaitei*^  and  to  serVe  the  poFposes  of  rojral  avarice,  promoter* 
general  for  enforcing  the  penal  statutes  throughout  the  kingdoak 
This,  he,  with  his  associate  Edmund  Dudley,  did  with  so  mucli 
rijfonr  and  relentless  cruelty,  that  they  incensed  the  people  1^ 
such  a  diegree,  that  Henry  the  Eighth  was  constrained  to  slA^ 
mit  to  popular  remonstrance,  and  sign  his  hand  for  their  exe- 
cution.   Empseh  was  tried  at  Northampton,  and  beheaded  Aug. 


CLELEY  HUNDRED 

Consists  priocipsdly  of  open  fields,  and  may  be  said  to 

uninel<M«d  land  than  any  hundred  in  the  county  ;  in  the 
southern  division,  except  on  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  estate,  there 
is  scarcely  an  inciosure.  This  district  projijcts  into  Buckings. 
Iiamshire,  is  intersected  by  the  Tove  river,  the  grand  junction  «aik 
ml,  and  the  great  northern  tompikeLroad.  Cleiey  Hundred  con- 
tains tbe  parishes  oi-Aldenon,  A»kttm,  Cosgrovc,  ■Eaatan'-Nesiom, 
with  Hukott,  fcrtkot  Grqfi<m-Btgiss  JiartweU,  PatmHkwn,  iw- 
eluding  the  hamlets  of  Denshanger,  Powkesley,  and  palrt-  of 
Old  Stra^td,  Paultrspury,  Pott€r§pury,  including  the  hamlet  ef 
Yardly  €kibion,  Ratfde,  Btoke^Bruem,  including  tbe  hamlet  ^ 
Shuttlefaanger,  and  Wicktn. 

In  tbe  church  of  Ashton,  under  an  arch  near  the  pu2i»t,'on 
an  altar^tomb,  is  the  marble  figure  of  a  man  in  a  military  dreda. 
His  head  is  shawn  reclining  on  a  pillow,  and  supported  by  twb 
angeU,  whilst  Us  feat  are  restijag  oa  a  Uon  doiUdianU    Th«  bek 

"  .*     hiiiai 
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rouud  hh  armour  h  ovnameiited  with  roMs^and  round  iht  ¥erge 
tliis  hiscriptir^n,  iu  black  letter  : 

"  Mods.  Jofmn  Haricshaii  gi«t  y«y  Dieu  dc  wa.  ainie  eit  mercy« 
AfHtn"  The  person  this  iDonunietit  commemorates^  IWed  in 
the  tiraii  of  Edward  the  Third.  Al  I  he  upper  end  of  the  north 
juilc  ia  an  altitr^iomhf  with  eff^i^iei^  of  a  maji  aud  his  wifej  in 
f^rftyiTig  postures,  also  nine  sons  ajtd  six  daughters,  A I  the 
heud  of  thi>j  ttioi^iiimfur,  qti  3^  .tomb  of  free-stone*  agaitist  lb« 
north  wftlj  lies  the  figure  of  a  cross-legged  knight,  in  wood** 

£A.<tTON-K£ST(>N,  a  village  about  one  mite  and  a  h^lf  from 
Towcpsler,  has  hern  readered  eminent  in  the  est i ma tioiiof  artist* 
und  f^uunoii^seurjs,  ii-om  the  .splendid  collectiun  of  ancient  msr- 
b!i*s»  picturcsr  &c,  which  formerly  decorated,  and  gave  diginty 
to  the  ntaiLsicn  of  the  Earls  of  Pmt{fr€t  at  this  ptuce.  The  j»Ij* 
tTifjf,  &c,  were  presented  to  (be  University  of  Oxford,  111  1755, 
by  Ht:nrietta  Louisa,  Counles.*  of  Pomfrtit,  a  lady  dislkigui.^bed 
for  her  literary  lalents, 

Suice  that  lime,  Easton-Ns^^tou  hatt  lojit  much  of  its  attractive 
€iailBec|uence ;  and  betn;^  now  mostly  de^erl^d  by  the  fatniiy^  i« 
ttOft  likely  to  bf  a^in  renovated.  Morton  pronouncei^  a  high 
panegyric  on  thi»  place,  and  says,  it  could  not  he;  easily  j^iirpass- 
ed  by  any  seat  in  Europe.  The  house  was  partly  built  by  Sir 
Christopher  Wren,  and  partly  by  Hatikesmoor  :  ,but  since  their 
time  it  has  been  considerably  altered.  In  the  adjoining  church, 
are  several  curious  and  interesting  monuments  ;  among  which  i« 
a  brass  plate,  with  an  engraved  figure  of  Richard  Fermory  who 
died  in  January,  15.52-3 ;  and  as  his  life  was  marked  by  many 
tiQgularities,  so  his  death  was  also  peculiar;  for  on  the  day  he 
.4ied«  were  assembled  at  iiis  house  a  number  of  his  friends  and 
neighbours,  of  whom  he  took  a  serious  leave,  retired  to  his  closet, 

and 

•  It  would  be  a  desirable  thing  to  have  the  question  satisfactorily  answered^ 
whether  there  was  a  rul^  in  any  order  of  kuighthoud,  that  statues,  commeiuo- 
r4tive  of  persons  invested  with  it,  should  consist  of  wood  ?  or  whether  in  the 
period  to  which  these  are  assignable,  the  art  of  sculpture  in  stone,  was  lost  or 
little  practised  ?  '  "  ' 
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and  was  found  dead  in  an  attitude  of  devotion.*  Sir  John  Fermor^ 
son  of  the  above,  with  Maud,  his  wife,  are  represented  kneeling 
at  a  desk,  beneath  an  arch.  He  died  in  1571.  Another  tomb 
if  distinguished  by  an  effigy  of  Sir  Geonge  Fermor,  son  of  the 
last.  He  is  represented  in  alabaster,  recumbent  and  armed* 
with  picked  bear<),  and  small  whiskers.  A  figure  of  his  wife 
Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Curzon,  lies  by  his  side  ;  and  be- 
neath are  fifteen  small  kneeling  statues,  of  seven  sons  and  eight 
daughters.  He  died  ia  1612.  Another  handsome  monument 
perpetuates  the  memory  of  Sir  Ilatton.  Fermor,  who  died  of  a 
broken  leg  in  1620.  This  figure  is  represented  standing  with 
great  boots,  flapped  down,  vast  whiskers,  picked  beard,  and 
what  is  rather  singular,  a  cravat  round  his  neck.  The  mo- 
nument w^as  erected  in  1662. 

Sewardsley  Priory,  which  formerly  stood  in  the  parish  of 
that  name,  was  of  the  Cistertian  order,  and  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary.  The  building  was  situated  near  a  wood,  at  pre- 
sent  denominated  Nun- Wood,  and  Chapel-Coppice.  In  the 
time  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  the  priory,  with  its  possessions,  wero 
granted  to  Richard  Fermor,  Esq.  The  kitchen  and  a  few  other 
vestiges  are  still  visible  in  a  house  occupied  by  a  farmer. 

Grafton,  which  gives  the  title  of  Duke  to  the  family  of  Fitz- 
roys,  had  formerly  near  it  a  large  mansion,t  the  seat  of  the  sin- 
cient  family  of  Widvilles,  of  which  Sir  Richard  de  Widville  in 
the  time  of  Edward  the  Fourth,  was  created  Earl  Rivers,  trea- 
surer of  the  Exchequer,  and  constable  of  England,  for  life ; 
which  honors  he  received  in  consequence  of  his  daughter  Ja* 
quet,  being  married  to  that  monarch. 

Anthony  Lord  Scales;  eldest  son  of  the  Earl,  who  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  honor  and  estate,  was  probably  bom 

here. 

•  S€C  CoIIin»'s  Peerage,  Vol.  5,  p.  50,  edit.  1768. 

t  This  seat,  in  the  rcbeilipn,  was  the  residence  of  a  Ladjr  Crane,  and  made 
a  garrison  for  the  king.  Greater  part  of  the  old  house  has  hean  takep  dowa 
tnd  reduced  to  a  small  building,  occupied  hj  a  tenant. 
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inre*  On  the  flight  c>f  King  Edward,  he  ace6tn|)aiikd  him  itito 
HoHand,  »ubtiiefjnpnlly  returning  with  him,  ht  was  ccmstitmed 
CJiiptain-gcnetal  of  all  his  Majesty's  forces,  both  by  sea  aiud 
imid.  artrf  shared  in  all  tlm  successes  and  re  verses  of  fortune 
experienced  by  his  sovereign.  For  ihei^c  servicea  he  was  ad* 
Ifanced  to  great  honors,  and  appoioitHl  to  places  of  high  tnist ; 
bnt  being  an  object  of  Jealousy  to  Richard  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
to  whom  had  been  commuted  the  guard ianiihip  of  Prince  Ed- 
Watd,  during  his  minontyj  he  wa^  dmrni  into  a  snare  At  North- 
amptonj  his  person  seized,  conreyed  to  Pomfret  Castle,  in 
Yorkshire,  and  there  beheaded-  He  appears  to  have  been  a 
friend  to  literature,  for  he  translated  into  English  a  French  work 
of  Jchan  deTeonvtlle,  "  The  Sayinges  and  Dictys  of  the  Phi- 
iosophers,"  in  which  he  styles  himself  Lord  of  Scales^  and  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight>  defendour  anddirectourof  the  sie^e,  Apo&to)if|U« 
tor  the  Pope  in  England,  and  governor  of  the  Prince  of  Walts. 
In  the  preface  he  acquaints  the  reader,  that  he  made  the  transla- 
tion in  147^,  in  hfs  royage  from  Scuuhampton  to  the  Jalibce,  or 
pardon  of  St.  James,  in  Spain.  Besides  this  he  translated  j.  f*  The 
Moral  Proverbsof  Christi^^n  of  Pj^fe/*  mid  the  Bokc  named  Coi^- 
dkl*  or  '*  Memorarc  Xovissima/'  The  former  work  was  printed 
by  Caxton,  nt  Westinuiateo  ni  H77  ;  and  the  two  latter  in  the 
following  year. 

Passenham,  a  small  village.  Is  mentioned  in  the  Saxon  Chro- 
nicle, as  the  place,  where  the  army  of  King  Edward  lay,  in  that 
monarch's  expedition  against  the  Danes,  while  he  was  fortify- 
ing the  important  station  at  Towcester.*  The  chancel  of  Pa$- 
senham  Church,  erected  and  ornamented  at  the  expence  of  Sir 
Robert  Banastrc,  knt.  in  the  year  1626,  is  worthy  of  notice. 
On  the  south  side  arc  six  stalls  of  wainscot,  and  seren  on  the 
north,  supported  by  pillars  of  the  Ionic  order,  and  decorated 

with 

*  A  quadrangolnr  etitrenchment  still  remaining  near  Ibe  Old  Fordb  was 
pi«Ubl^  raised  on  ihut  occtsioo  to  defend  t^e  paMtge  of  Uie  river  Ovie. 
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with  a  variety  of  carving.  Over  these  stalls  wtr^  the  efiigies 
of  the  Twelve  Apostles,  and  that  of  St  Paul.  Against  the  south 
wall,  accompanied  with  appropriate  Latin  inscriptions,  were 
figures  representative  of  Nicodemus,  Matthew,  Luke,  and  John. 
On  the  north  side,  those  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  Daniel,  £z^ 
kiel,  Jeremiah,  and  Isaiah. 

SHaoB-LoD<;E,  in  this  parish,  belonging  to  one  of  the  five 
walks  in  Whittlewood  Forest,  was  lately  the  seat  of  that  learned 
and  industrious  antiquary,  Browne  Willis,  £sq. 

Pauler's  Pury,  Paul's-bury,  or  Paveli's  Pery.  In  the  church 
of  this  village  is  an  elegant  monument  of  white  marble,  inlaid 
with  black,  with  tw^  figures  representative  of  a  man  mid  his 
wife,  complacently  looking  at  each  other.  The  malo  .efiigy  in' 
armour,  curiously  cut  out  of  free-stone,  reclining  its  left  arm  on  a 
pillow ;  the  female  resting  her  right  arm  upon  her  veil.  It  crni- 
tains  a  long  inscription  in  Latin,  commemorative  oi Arthur  Ni- 
cholas Tkro^K/rton.  In  thf  church  is  a  curious  ancient  Foni, 
A  modern  I'nural  monument  records  the  name  of  some  of  the 
Bathurst  family,  who  formerly  had  a  handsome  house  in  tj^is 
parish. 

EpwARD  Bernard,  a  celebrated  mathematician  and 'astrono- 
mer, was  bom  at  this  place,  in  the  year  1638.  After  receiving, 
a  classical  education  in  Merchant  Taylor's  school,  I^iOndon,  he 
was  admitted  a  scholar  of  St.  John's  College,  in  Oxford,  and  after- 
wards obtained  a  fellowship  in  the  same  society.  While  Sir 
Christopher  Wren  held  the  Savllian  professorship  of  astronomy 
in  that  university,  Mr.  Bernard  was  appointed  ofliciating  de- 
puty to  the  professor,  and  afterwards  became  successor  in  the 
chair  to  that  ^distinguished  character,  in  the  year  1673.  His 
skill  in  mathematical  learning  eminently  qualified  him  for  ful- 
filling the  duties  attached  to  it,  and  his  merits  in  this  depart- 
ment of  literature,  were  generally  acknowledged.  The  uniter** 
sity  having  formed  a  plan  for  publishing,  with  emendations,  cor- 
rections, &c.  all  the  ancient  mathematicians,  both  Greek  and 

Vol.  XL— Jan,  181Q.  G  Latin, 
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Latin,  Mr.  BtTrmrd  was  ap|jotmed  by    iha  Mt^Uv%  to  jiu)HM^ 

intend  ihtf  imporlant  vvorL     The  Bchemr^  however,  was  aftvr- 

ward?*  ybaiiLloiituj,  for  a  part  of  Euclid  mil y.  In  1684^  haymg 
fcakeu  his  l>>ctor  s  degrtc  indivhiityj  lie  was  presented  nkhthe 
llvingof  Biij^hewelt,  in  the  county  uf  Berks  where  he  ditd  in 
the  year  IG97,  Several  arstranomical  jjapi^rs,  written  by  him 
wereprjnttd  in  the  Philosophical  Tniusuctmus.  lU^  pabliihed 
a  Treatise  on  Ancient  Weights  and  IVKas»irf s  ;  Fmate  Dcvo- 
tJon«;  El5^lJologicum  Bntannicumj  Orbis  Krudiii  Litrratura 
Characters  Suinuritlcu  deducta,  &c. 

Pott  En's  Plry.  Thi*  village  receives  the  distinctive  appel- 
lation fi-om  a  pottery  'tf  coarse  earthenware,  which  is  said  to  be 
oolonly  the  largest,  hut  I  he  most  ancii'iU  licrdc  manufactory  in 
tA\h  part  of  the  kingdon).*  The  clay  h  of  a  yelluw  colour,  dense, 
cornpact^  and  of  grtnt  lenatity.  The  bed  extends  a  considerable 
distance,  but  is  j^arcely  tii  any  purt  uf  It  mort:  than  two  feet 
thlckf  and  lies  my  near  the  surface  m  fre^picntly  to  bis  turned  up 
hi  ploughing.  The  pots  made  from  H  art;  briule,  und  liable  to 
crack,  purlictilarly  in  frosty  wcalher. 

About  a  mile  from  the  village  of  Stokr-BhcernFj  is  Stoke 
'  Fakk,  the  seat  of  Lercson  Simon,  Esq.  1  he  house,  which  may 
tie  with  any  structure  of  the  kind  in  the  county,  was  erected  by 
Francis  Crane,  Esq.  to  whom  the  estate,  on  which  it  stands,  was 
given  in  consideration  of  money  due  to  him  from  the  crown.  In 
the  time  of  Charles  the  First.  The  design  was  obtained  from 
Italy.  The  building  was  begun  about  the  year  liioO,  and  finished 
before  l(i3J,  during  which  interval,  he  gave  an  entertainment 
here  to  the  king  and  (pieen.  It  consists  of  two  \a  ings,  connected 
with  the  body  by  corridores  ;  the  columns  which 'jupport  these. 
Bridges  says,  were  formed  of  red  stone,  a  colour  different  from 
the  other  parts  of  the  house  ;  bvU  this  defect  has  been  lately  re- 
medied by  thCwhole   front  iiaving  been  cased  with  handsome 

white 
•  Alortou's  Nut.  Hbt.  of  Nortluwp. p.  71,  548. 
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white  stone,  and  it  now  exhibits  a  pleasing  uniformity  of  colour, 
corresponding  with  the  regularity  of  the  structure.  This  Fran- 
cis Crane,  who  was  the  last  lay-chancellor  of  the  Order  of  the 
Garter,  appears  to  hare  had  an  enterprising  mind  ;  for  under 
the  patronage  of'King  James  the  First,  and  encouraged  by  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  Villiers,  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  he  es- 
tablished a  manufacture  of  tapestry,  on  an  extensive  scale,  at 
Mortlake,  in  Surrey.  But  the  extent  of  patronage  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  by  any  means  adequate  to  the  magnitude 
^  of  the  undertaking.  For  in  a  letter  written  to  the  king  by  Sir 
Francis,  he  complains  of  the  royal  negligence  ;  of  the  non-pay- 
ment of  Urge  sums  he  had  expended  for  the  Marquis;  of  three 
hundred  pounds,  besides  carriage,  paid  for  certain  drawings,  as 
designs  for  tapestry,  made  for  Pope  Leo  the  Tenth  ;  the  j»ubject 
the  twelve  months  of  the  year,  by  Raphael  d'  Urbino.  And  he 
further  states,  that  his  disbursements  in  the  concern,  had  exceed- 
ed upwards  of  16,000/.  of  which  in  return,  he  had  received  no 
more  than  2,500/.  and  both  his  estate  and  credit  were  so  far  ex- 
hausted, that  without  further  support,  he  should  be  unable  to 
continue  the  business  one  month  longer.  The  royal  bounty 
expected,  however,  was  not  extended,  and  the  trade,  conse- 
quently unsupported,  soon  fell  into  decay.  He  died,  according 
to  the  record  on  his  monument  in  the  church  of  Stoke  Bruerne, 
in  the  82d  year  of  his  age,  A.  J>,  1703. 

Xu 

Memorjr  of 

Francs  Chahe,  Esq.* 

Tenth  son  uf  Julin  Crane, 

Of  Loughlon,  in  the  count  v  of  Bucks,  Eaq. 

(SerTRnt  to  Queen  Kliznbeth,  Kiiig  James,  King  Chnrles  th«  First. 

And  chief  of  the  greea<Ioih,  to  Kjiig  Charles  the  Second,) 

And  of  Mary  Crane,  eldest  dnnghter 

Of  Sir  Thoi.  Tresham,  of  Newton, 

In  this  county. 

G2  WYMEBJSLEY 

*  From  this  it  appears  th»t  be  is  erroneously  called  Sir  Fraocitby  Bridgti, 
in  the  pist.  of  Northarop.  V«l.  1,  p.  3ft» 


WYMERSLEY  HUNDRED, 

I  Us  dn  the  north  a  aaturul  bounilary  ia  tbe  riyer  Ntn,  and  oa 
the  easL  adjoms  the  county  of  Buckingham.  At  the  lime  of  the 
BUtvtjy  cantaineil  m  Domestlay  Book^  this  district  waa  divided 
inti>  twQ  Imtidrt^b  ^  one  called  Cosrntreu^  and  the  other  WI- 
l^vrM«'  How  kni;^  tbti  dimnction  stibaisteijj,  it  ifidilTicak  to  de^ 
Itrmine ;  but  ia  ihe  time  of  Henry  the  Second,  both  portions 
w«rc  otii  ted  I  and  went  under  their  present  apjieltatioiib  Thkj 
lluiiflred  contains  (he  parislies  uf  BiUirortht  Brafieid  on  the 
jf^Qciii  CBikk*A»hhtft  CogmfiOCt  Collingtrce,  CQurtenhaU,  DciUon, 
QitndQftf  Mitrdift^fitimCn  Ilovton,  IIoughoR  Greats  MQughium 
Itittie,  Mihon  MuizQVt  Piddittgion,  including  the  hainlet  of 
Hiirk lest 011^  Prtitou  JOemcij^  Mttintm,  R&ihm^Thorpc,  Whistm^ 
U^ooton^  aiid  Yurdlc^  Hasthtgi* 

Castle  AsHar^the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Norihanipton^  U  seated 

neat  the  northern  extremity  of  Yardiey  Chase,  through  which 
U  ^  wide  avenue  of  above  three  mile:*  iji  Jengtht  directly  to  the 
«outh  front  of  tJie  mansioiu  This  is  a  large  pjle^  stand  tug  on 
ilie  brow  of  a  gentle  eminence^  and  commanding  to  the  north, 
east,  and  west,  a  wide  tract  of  inclosed  grazing  country.  The 
house  evidently  occupies  tlie  site  of  aaiore.ancieat^  and  pro- 
bably castellated  edifice  :  but  no  part  of  the  present  building  was 
erected  before  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  Indeed,  it  is  said  to  have 
been  begun  by  Henry,  Lord  Compton,  who  was  created  a  Baroa 
in  the  fourteenthyearof  that  Queen's  reign.  Considerable  addi- 
tions have  been  since  made,  and  the  house  has  been  wholly 
renovated,  and  adapted  to  the  comforts  of  rehned  society,  by 
the  present  noble  proprietor.  This  mansion  surrounds  a  large 
quadrangular  court ;  having  a  screen  of  two  stories,  on  the 
southern  side,  erected  from  a  design  by  Inigo  Jones.  This  con- 
sists of  a  piazza  at  bottom,  and  a  long  gallery  over  it :  the  ex- 
terior drtsslngs  of  which  are  truly  in  the  style  of  Jones ;  rugti* 
r^lerlMolumuf,  decorated  frieze,  pilastres,  &c. 

At 
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At  the  south-east  and  south-west  angles  of  the  conrt,  are  two 
lofty  octangular  towers ;  the  parapets  of  which,  as  also  the 
whole  parapet  of  the  court  elevation,  are  fonned  by  stones 
cut  in  the  shape  of  letters.  Tliey  are  ranged  to  repeat  this 
text,  *»  Nisi  Domixus  «dificaveiut  Domum,  in  vanum  lam>* 
RAVRRUNT  QUI  jEDiFicANT  RAM."  In  the  ballustrades  of  the 
turrets  arc  the  dates  of  1685,  and  1635 ;  markmg  the  time  when 
the  screen  was  l)uih,  and  the  upper  parts  of  the  house  finishe<!i. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  the  court  to  the  entrance  screen,  is  the 
great  Hall,  a  lofty  handsome  apartment,  Which  contains  several 
family  portraits,  &c.  and  has  a  gallery  at  each  end.  Among 
the  pictores  are  portraits  of  Bu hop  CoMl»toS,  who  died  in  ttlS, 
aged  88 ;  Sir  Stephen  Fox  ;  a  family  piece  by  West,  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Northampton,  his  Lady,  and  two  Children,  &c.  Here  is 
also  a  portrait  of  Edward  Lye,  who  began  the  Saxon  Dictionary, 
afterwards  finished  and  published  by  Manning.  He  was  rector  of 
Yardley-Hastings,  where  he  died  in  1767.  Here  is  a  portrait  of 
Spencer,  second  Earl  of  Northampton,  in  armour.  This  noble- 
man particularly  distinguished  himself  in  the  perilous  time  of 
Charles  the  First ;  having  relinquished  a  life  of  ease,  in  an  ad- 
vanced  age,  he  raised  a  regiment  of  foot  and  a  troop  of  horse  at 
his  own  cxpence,  and  with  these  encountered  dangers  an 
hardships  in  fighting  for  his  king.  In  whose  cause  he  w^ 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Hoplon  Heath,  March  19,  1649-3.  In 
other  apartments  are  numerous  portraits,  &c.  d.mong  which  is  a 
very  curious  and  finely  pilinted  head  of  the  celebrated  Ge'orge 
ViLUERs,  Duke  qf  Buckingham,  who  was  stabbed  by  Feltoil. 
In  the  long  gallery  are  portraits  of  John  Talbot,  Earl<if 
Sh'rewsbury*  and  Margaret  his  Countess.  These  are  painted 
on  board,  and  arc  curious,  as  specimens  of  the  art  of  paintings 
dresses,  &c.  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Sixth.  Talbot  was  a  dis- 
tinguished hero  in  the  wars  of  France^  and  it  is  related  of  him 

G3  ikit 

*  A  portrait  of  this  nobleman  has  been  badly  engraved  for  IxMlge's 
"  lUsttretions  of  Eiigliab  History,"  which  contains  many  curious  particolan 
respecting  the  Talbot  family.  Another  of  hin,  eqaaJly  incorrect,  is  given  in 
Pennant's  "  Tour  from  Chester  to  London.'' 
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less  than  forty   battles  and   fkir- 


nctorious  in 

misbes.  It  is  generally  rt-latcd,  that  he  ytr^s  killed  at  the  siege 
of  Chasiillon,  after  he  had  taken  Bourdeauv,  though  his  epitaph 
states  that  he  was  slain  in  battle  at  the  latter  place.  He  was 
above  eighty  years  of  age  at  that  time.  Walpole  ranks  these 
two  pictures aniont;  the  most  ancient  esfamplesof  oil  painting  in 
England.  Tfie  libraries  contain  many  curious  books  ;  and  in  a 
large  drawing  room  tip  stairs,  is  an  immense  chimney  piece  of 
marble  dug  from  the  county.  The  Ceihrs  are  large,  lofty,  and 
peculiarly  adapted  to  contain  a  vast  ^ock  of  ales,  wines,  &c. 
They  are  formed  like  the  crypts  of  churches;  being  supported 
on  columns,  and  ribbed  arches.  A  large  lake  in  the  parkland 
the  artificial  plantations  were  formed  by  Brown. 

The  CiiURtn  nearly  adjoins  the  house,  and  is  remarkable  for 
its  neatness,  an  ancient  curious  porch  on  the  north  sideband  an 
old  altar  tomb,  with  a  sUitue  of  a  cross-legged  knight,  in  chain 
armour.  On  the  Slaor  of  the  chancel  is  a  fine  brass,  with  an  en- 
graved figure  of  a  priest,  or  monk,  with  a  gown,  ornamented 
with  representations  of  ten  saints. 


Whiston,  north  of  Caatle-Ashby,  is  entitled  to  partlcultr 
notice  for  its  elegant  and  unifnrm  Churlh.  This  stands  prondlr 
elevated  on  the  brow  of  a  hiil^  embosomed  in  trees,  aaid  com- 
pletely detached  from  any  other  buihling^.  It  consists  of  4 
nave,  two  ailes,  chancel,  and  western  tower:  the  whole  of 
whicli  h  built  in  ono  uniform  style.  Bridges  appears  to  hafe 
discovered  an  inscription  ainong  the  fragments  of  painted  glas§ 
in  the  windows,  stating  that  the  church  was  erected  by  ^in- 
thonj^  Catesbjf,  Esq.  lord  of  the  manor,  Isabel  his  wife,  and  John 
their  son,  in  the  year  l^M.  This  was  the  time  when  church 
architecture,  likt  monachism,  was  approaching  its  dissolution  r 
but  the  building  here  alluded  to,  docs  not  display  any  roark^  of 
it,  for  the  wliok  is  iti  the  truf,  and  idmost  best,  style  of  the  Tu- 
dor age.  The  tower  i^s  handsome,  and  appropriately  dccomted 
with  panelling*  gi'aduatcd  buttresses,  windows  with  txaccrv, 
and  clustered  pinnacics  of  four  at  each  angle,  with  crockets, 
**  finial^ 
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iltiials,  8cc.  In  the  third  tier  are  the  arms  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
beneath  a  double  arched  window,  with  a  square  head.  The 
nareis  drvided  from  the  ailes  by  four  arches  on  each  side,  sup- 
ported  by  clustered  columns,  with  panelling,  tracery,  and 
shields  in  the  sj>andrils.  The  south  porch  is  similarly  orna- 
mented. Some  interesting  monuments  are  presenred  within 
this  shell  of  fine  architecture.  In  the  chancel  is  a  mural  tomb, 
with  busts  of  a  man  iind  woman :  also  basso- relieros  of  two  young 
women,  and  a  boy  and  girl.  This  commemorates  Sir  John  Ca- 
TESBY,  Knt.  of  .Xrthingworth,  who  died  in  1485:  Sir  Humphrey 
Catesby,  Knt.  who  died  1503:  Anthony  Catesby,  the  founder 
of  this  church,  who  died  1583^:  and  others  of  the  same  family. 
Against  the  south  wall  is  a  neat  nuKlern  mural  tablet,  with  a 
basso-relievo  of  a  Cupid  weeping  and  leaning  on  an  extinguish- 
ed torch,  executed  byNollekins,  R.A :  to  commemoi-ate  the  death 
of  Mary,  wife  of  the  Honorable  William  Ilenrj/  Irbj/.  In  the 
chancel  is  an  inscription  to  the  memory  of  "  Gulieimus  Irhy, 
Baron  de  Boston"  who  died  in  1709,  aged  49. 

At  CouRTENHALL,  a  village  on  the  western  border  of  Salcey 
Forest,  is  a  Free-School,  which  was  founded  by  Sir  SamuelJones, 
•nd  endowed  with  80/.  per  annum  for  the  master,  and  20/,  for  the 
usher.  The  same  person  also  left  500/.  for  building  the  school- 
house,  &c.,  and  500/.  for  repairing  the  church.  In  the  latter  is 
a  monument,  ••*  in  Italian  marble,"  to  his  memory,  .with  effigies 
of  Sir  Samuel  and  his  Lady,  both  in  kneeling  postures.  He  died 
in  1762,  aged  63.  In  this  church  were  also  interred  Mr. 
Richard  Lane,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  parents  of  Lord  Keeper 
Lank.  This  gentleman  appears  to  have  been  a  native  of  Cour- 
tenhall,  and  became  a  conspicuous  character  in  the  momentous 
age  of  Charles  the  First,  In  IOjJO  he  was  called  to  the  bar,  and 
chosen  lent  reader  to  the  society  of  the  ^liddle  Temple,  Lon- 
don. Thon\as,  Earl  of  Straftbrd,  having  been  impeached  by 
ttie  long  parliament  of  high  treason  in  the  j'oar  1()40,  Mr.  Lane 
was  considered  the  most  competent  person  to  Cfmduct  the  F^rl*» 
»]i;fenre.     Soon  afterwards  he  was  made  attorney-general  to 
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Prince  Charles;  but  finding  the  tide  of  aiVairs  ntniiing  in  • 
strong  current  against  royalty,  he  left  his  chAmberf^  fumiMtrt » 
library^  6&c*  to  the  care  of  a  friend^  the  vrell  known  BuUirodt 
li  hUdock,Esq.  and  retired  lo  Oxford,  wjiere  King  Charlet  Ubfell 
kept  his  court;  and  in  I(i43  was  niade  a  serjeant  at  lai^*  klli§|l^ 
edj  appointed  to  be  chief  baron  of  the  £xrh«'qu€r>  and  oiM  of 
his  majcity's  most  honorable  privy-touncii.  The  followiiig 
year  he  was  in  the  commission  for  the  treaty  of  Uxhridgc ;  and 
i|i  1645  had  tht^  great  sea]  delivered  to  bis  custody.  He  ww 
one  of  the  commij^^ioners  appoiiited  by  the  king  to  trent  upon 
terms  for  the  surrender  of  Oxford;  after  which,  to  escape  ikc 
resentment  of  the  Parliaracntj  he  tied  into  France,  where 
died  in  the  year  l(i50.  He  wrote  Reports  of  Proceedingii  in 
Court  of  Exchequer,  from  the  third  to  the  ninth  of  Jamcn 
First.    These  were  printed  in  1G57. 


he     I 
the    B 


HvNSBotouGU,  au^^ofMpmcTii  in  the  parish  of  HAaoivc^TuKE, 
lies  at  the  distance  of  abo%*e  a  mile  south-we&t  of  Xonhampton 
near  the  summit  of  a  hill,  which  commands  an  extensive  view 
over  the  surrounding  country.  The  fortification  is  of  an  oval  form« 
pacoi»pa4f;ed  with  a  double  ?allum  and  single  fois,  including  an 
urea  of  about  one  acre.  The  f^^s*,  which  appeani  to  hava  been 
much  larger,  is  at  present  twelve  feet  wide,  and  twenty  deep, 
orer  which  the  entrance  was  to  the  &outh*  From  the  ibrm,  and 
other  circumstances,  Morton  concyudes,  that  it  was  origioaUy 
a  sumint r  camp  belonging  to  the  marauding  Danes. 


At  Deupke,  or  Db-la-Pie,  in  this  pariah,  was  a  ConTttu  fot 
nmiii  of  »he  Cluaibc  order.  It  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  Ste* 
phcn,  by  Simon  de  Liz>  junior,  earl  of  Northampton,  the  annual 
revenues  of  which  were  valued,  on  the  Dissolution^  at  119/.  9i. 
Id,  In  the  cemetery  belonging  to  this  convent,  Leland 
itifbmis  us,  *  that  many  of  the  soldiers  nerc  buried^  wb^  fell  in 
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the  sanguinary  conflict  which  took  place  in  the  fields  of  Hard- 
ingstone^  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  Henry  the  Sixth's  reign. 
This  fight  is  commonly  called  the  battle  of  Northampton ;  in 
which  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  tvith  other  noblemen,  were 
killed,  and  the  King  taken  prisoner.  A  modern  home,  of  i^a- 
ried  architecture,  has  been  raised  from  the  ruins,  and  on  ths 
site  of  the  abbey.    It  now  belongs  to  Edward  Bouverie,  Esq. 

Near  the  south-western  corner  of  the  park,  on  the  side  of  the 
great  turnpike  road,  is  one  of  those  monumental  memorials 
which  King  Edward  the  First  erected  to  the  memory  of  his 
consort,  Uueen  Eleanor.  Thi»)[ip  called  the  Queen's  Caoss, 
and  may  be  considered  as  a  structure,  in  the  execution  of 
which,  the  architect  and  sculptor  were  almost  equally  con* 
cemed,  and  equally  interested.  Indeed,  at  the  time  this  was 
erected,  we  may  fUirly  conclnde,  that  both  professions  were 
combined  in  the  same  person.  Vertue  and  Walpole  were  in- 
clined te  attribute  the  design  and  execution  of  this  cross,  and 
those  at  Geddington,  Waltham,  &c.  to  Peter  Cavailini,  a  Ro- 
man sculptor;  but  their  opinion  is  disputed  by  Pilkington> 
Bromley,  and  some  other  wntcrrs.  At  present  this  point  is 
sderely  a  subject  of  conjecture :  not  so  the  peculiar  styles  of 
ecvlpture,  and  architecture  displayed  in  these  interesting  and 
truly  valuable  examples  of  ancient  art.  Both  these  are  highly 
admirable  in  their  respective  classes;  and  when  in  a  perfect 
state,  the  whole  cross  must  have  been  an  object  of  peculiar 
beauty  and  admiration.  It  is  still  an  interesting  and  pictu- 
resque structure.  The  annexed  print  displays  the  general  form 
and  arrangement  of  parts:  but  it  fails,  from  the  smallness  of  the 
scale,  in  representing  the  architectural  details.''^  ''  Standing 
on  eight  stepsj  in  an  open  space,  and  on  elevated  ground,  it 
assumes  a  very  imposing  appearance.    Above  the  steps  it  i^ 

divided 

*  Accorate  plant  of  the  three  tiers,  or  stories,  with  a  view,  and  description 
nf  this  cress ;  also  views  of  those  at  Geddington,  and  Waltham,  with  a  copious 
Essay  on  the  forms,  uses,  fsFc,  of  mueimi  stime  croua,  will  be  found  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  Archiiectuial  Antiquities  of  Great  Britain. 


lOi  NoiiTniiMrro!t9RiRC. 

of  his  Life-     He  was  first  engaged  ns  curate  to  his  fetherf 
soon  removed  to  Bideford,  in  Devonshire;  retorning  home, 
succeeded  his  parent  in  the  livings  of  Weston-Favel  and   Col- 
Hngtree,  in  this  county.     He  died  of  a  consumption  in    1758^j 
and  was  buried  at  Weston-favcl  church-yard. 

In  the  church  of  Hardiugstone  are  seTeral  monumental 
cords  to  ditferent  persans  of  the  Tafd  family,  also  a  fine  toi 
by  Rysbrack,  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Clarke. 

The  village  of  Collincthee,  near  the  western  extremii 
this  hundred,  was  the  birth-place  of  the  Rev.  William  W^ 
F.  L.  S.  who  was  bom  on  the  99th  of  May,  1745,  and  died  at  I 
on  the  Isl  of  April,  1808.     Biography  is  never  more  usefully 
laudably  employed  than  in  narrating  the  memoirs  of  those  per 
aons  who  by  pre-eminence  of  genius  have  advanced  them^clv 
fiom  an  humble  birth  to  honorable  celebrity.  Whilst  the  ^%Titcf 
is  performing  this  taak,  he  is  admmistering  to  the  best  feelingf 
of  the  human  heart,  and  is  laying  before  the  world  such  an  ex* 
ample  as  cannot  fail  to  rouse  emulation,  and  gratify  benevo- 
lence.   This  is  evinced  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Wood,  who  mani" 
fested  powerful  talents,  and  an  amiable  disposition.     Under  the 
tuition  of  the  Rev.  Drs.  Savage,  Kippis,  and  llees,  be  acquired  a 
classical  educationj  and  what  is  more  valuable,  a  habit  of  philo- 
•ophizing  -and  thinking.     According  to  an  iiitelligent   biogra- 
pher^ he  "  soon  distinguished  himself  by  his  love  of  knowledge, 
his  ardour  in  the  pursuit  of  it,  and  bis  promptness  and   fariliiy 
in  acquiring  it,"*     As  a  public  character,  Mr.  Woodj  is  chiefly 
known  as  the  writer  of  various*  articles  inDr.Rees's  Cyclopaedia: 
and  by  several  sermons,  the  latter  of  which  are  disting^uished 
by  a  simplicity,  perspicuity,  and  persuasivenc-ss  of  eloquence, 
which  could  not  fail  to  engage  the  heart,  and  improve  the  head 
of  those  who  heard  them.    As  a  preacher  he  wa£  much  admired 
by  his  congregation;  and  was  also  peculiarly  esteemed  by  a  large 
circle  of  immediate  friends,  and  diiitant  correspondents.     In  )m 

professional 


*  See  Athenaum  for  May,  IS08,  p.  480. 
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professional  daty  of  a  CbristiaD  miaiiter  h«  was  first  engaged  aA 
Stamford,  in  Lincolnshire,  whence  he  removed  to  Ipswich ;  andl 
when  Dr.  Priestley  was  employed  as  Librarian  to  the  Marqui» 
of  Lansdown,  and  tutor  to  Lord  Henry  Petty,  Mr.  Wood  was 
deemed  a  proper  person  to  fill  that  eminent  man's  pulpit.  This 
was  at  once  honorable  t6  Mr.  Wood*  and  proved  equally  so  to 
the  discriminating  choice  of  the  unitarian  congregation  of 
Leeds ;  as  minister  of  whom  he  continued  from  1773  to  the  la« 
raented  period  of  deatli,  "  with  uninterrupted  harmony  and 
mutual  regard  V  "  It  appears  that  the  subject  of  this  memoir 
was  no  ordinary  man.  His  mind  was  of  no  common  character; 
his  intellectual  powers  were  of  the  first  order;  his  £M;ultie8 
were  masculine  and  vigorous ;  his  understanding  was  compre* 
hensive,  clear,  and  enlightened;  his  imagination  vivid  and  pow* 
erful;  his  judgment  solid  and  profound/'  The  mind  thus  form- 
ed, and  thus  disposed,  must  be  calculated  to  effect  great  and 
good  purposes;  and  such  appears  to  have, been  the  constant 
object  of  Mr.  Wood's  life  and  actions.  In  promulgating  ea- 
lightened  and  liberal  principles  respecting  politics  aiul 
theological  doctrines,  he  was  strenuous  and  active ;  for  he  de- 
spised bigotry  m  one,  and  party  intrigue  in  the  other.  Th« 
life  of  such  a  man  cannot  be  too  often  related  to  the  listening 
world,  as  it  may  excite  emulation  in  the  good  heart,  and  pro- 
duce contrition  in  that  prone  to  vice. 

In  HoRTON  Church  is  a  fine  monuantnt  to  the  memory  of 
William  Lord  Parre,  or  Par,  who  is  represented  by  a  recum- 
bent statue,  in  alabaster:  by  the  side  of  which  is  another  of  his 
Lady,  Mary  Salusbury.  The  male  figure  appears  in  armour, 
with  a  collar  of  S.  S.  and  beneath  its  head  is  a  helmet  This 
nobleman  obtained  the  manor  of  Horton  by  his  marriage :  and 
being  uncle  to  Queen  Catherine  Parre,  was  appointed  her  cham- 
berUin ;  and  during  the  Queen's  regency,  on  the  King's  expedi- 
tion to  France,  in  1544,  Lord  Parre  was  nominated  one  bf  h«r 
Majesty's  Privy  Council.    He  died  in  1446. 

A  fine  brass  on  the  floor  displays  the  figures  of  RoqM 

Salisbury, 


Saluscury,  and  his  two  wives.    He  died  in  1492,* 
charcti  is 


Near 


HoBTON  flousE,  the  scat  ot  r^T  Robert  Gnnriing,  Bart 
Thi^  c^t^tr  has  been  siiccessirely  possessed  by  the  Saltisb* 
already  nam^dj  Piansj  Lanr^^  Montagues*  from  whom  it 
jwreiitleJ  to  the  Earl  of  Halita\,  who  was  succecdwl  by 
Huiuingbroke,  and  he  by  the  present  proprielor.  The  Hottfe* 
a  large  handsome 'structure*  with  n  Hne  front  towards  the  ejut« 
M  seated  in  a  park*  which  abounds  with  noble  forest  trees^ 
is  enlivened  with  a  broad  piece  «f  water. 

At  Horton  was  born,  in  1661,  Charle?  Mohtacue,  the 
Earl  qf  Halifax,  who  was  first  a  kin£j*s  scholar  in  Westroi 
fchoolj  whence  lie  was  elected  to  Trinity  College,  Cambri 
where  he  soon  distinguished  himself  by  profound  erud 
Though  much  engaged  in  politics*  with  the  assistance  of  Pri 
produced  a  poem,  intitled,  "  Tlie  Country  Mouse,  and  thu 
Mouse,"  with  the  intention  of  ridiculing  a  piece,  written  by 
den  ill  favour  of  the  Romish  church,  called  "The  Hind 
Panther,"  The  satire  was  pointed  and  happily  applied,  and 
considered  to  possess  so  much  merit,  and  to  have  produced  v* 
good  an  effect,  tliat;it  the  revolation  the  author  was  rewarded 
with  a  pension  from  (tovernment*  made  a  Coraraissioiier  of  iha 
Treasury  iii  1691,  and  three  years  afterwards  Chancellor  of  tli 
Exchequer.  In  1G98  he  was  appointed  first  Commissioner  of  iht 
TreasarVi  and  in  1700  advanced  to  the  peerage,  by  the  stvlc  ajut 
title  of  Buron  Halifax.  On  the  accession  of  George  the  First  to 
the  throne  he  was  created  Earl  of  Halifax,  and  installed  one  ol 
the  Knights  of  the  Garter.  His  Lordship,  who  died  in  1715*  wai| 
during  his  life-ttmc,  considered  the  MacsDuas  of  the  age :  h 
the  patron  of  Addison,  and  the  intimate  friend  of  Swid. 
and  several  of  the  moist  eminent  writers  of  that  period. 

SPE 

•  Roger  Salii»buri/  directed -by  im  v»iif,  tiatcd  A^itd  1  K   I490, 
\mtdy  »ht>uld  bu  buried  iu  ihe  ctiurcli  of  the  Gtey  Fn«rt,  «l  N«rLhMB| 
m\w  Wiiriam  Snlutbor^  hn  ion,  id    1498.      Lrlutd  »Uie>  ijiat   two    «r 
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Though  containing  the  county  town>  derives  its  name  from  a 
bush  in  Weston-Favell  field.  This  district  has  two  rivers  for 
natural  boundaries,  to  the  south  and  west.  It  is  wholly  in* 
closed,  highly  cultivated,  and  abounds  with  seats  and  villaf. 
Within  it  was  formerly  Moulton  Park,  which  belonged  to  thm 
crown,  and  was  under  the  care  of  a  keeper  appointed  by  the 
king.  The  house  is  now  occupied  by  a  farmer,  the  park  is-sur- 
rounded  by  a  wall,  and  the  whole  deemed  extra-parochiaL 
This  hundred  contains,  besides  the  town  of  Northampton,  the 
following  parishes.  Abingdon,  Great  Billing,  Little  Billing, 
Boughton,  Kings-thorpe,  Moulton,  Overstone,  Pittford,  Sprattcm, 
and  Wetton-favelL 

At  Abingdon,  a  small  village,  east  of  Nonhampton,  is  the 
seat  of  John  Harvey  Thursby,  Esq.;  the  house,  a  plain  com- 
modious ediHce,  is  surrounded  by  a  small  walled  park.  This 
estate  was  obtained  by  Robert  Bernard  by  his  marriage  with 
the  heiress  of  Sir  Nicholas  Lyllyng  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Fifth,  and  continued  in  that  family  till  1671,  when  Sir  John 
Bernard,  Bart,  sold  it  to  William  Thursby,  Esq.  The  south 
side  of  the  church  is  almost  covered  with  ivy;  and  when  view- 
ed from  the  village  green,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Thursby's 
house,  forms  a  singularly  rural  and  picturesque  scene.  In  the 
chancel  are  several  memorials  of  the  Bernards  and  Thursbys. 
and  two  in  the  north  chapel  for  Sir  Edmund  Hampden,  KnL 
who  died  in  1627,  and  his  wife,  the  relict  of  Baldwin  Bernard, 
Esq.  On  a  brass  plate  near  the  communion  table,  is  the  fol- 
lowing poetical  tribute  to  their  youngest  soa«  Justinian  Hamp- 
den. 

Tliy  incroory,  my  Hitle  boy. 

Shall  ever  check  thy  father's  joy ; 

This  little  cell  shall  ne'er  be  free 

From  mournfal  thoughts  to  dwell  with  thee^ 

Until 
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Until  the  Almighrj^  cull  me  thither^  ^H 

Where  wv  in  joy  shall  mcer  logrther.  '1 

Here  »lecp»  it>ji  baW*  in  »iitmf(*  llt^ven  hii  rest,  J 

For  God  lakes  aixmest  wbum  he  lovcth  brst.  ^^M 

About  ihrtic  milcii  east  of  Northam|>lon  is  Great  BiLUTcCyl 
the  manor  of  which,  with  an  "  haiidsome  oltl  house,**  were  pos'l 
scssed,  for  many  generations,  by  the  Earls  of  Thomond,  From 
that  family  the  whole  descended  to  Mr.  Blackwelb  M.  P.  £bf] 
Northampton.  The  estate  was  subsequently  the  property  of] 
^Lord  John  Cavendish,  who  rebuiJt  the  mansion  house  in  a  hand*-] 
8ome  style,  with  Iavo  fronts,  &c.  Here  that  nobleman  spend 
the  latter  part  nf  an  active  senatorial  life  in  privacy  and  retlxM 
ment.  After  his  decease,  the  manor,  &.c.  was  purchased  bf] 
ttobert  Carey  Elwes,  Esq.  son-in-law  of  Lord  Yarborougb.  IiU 
the  rhanrel  is  the  burial-place,  though  long  since  disused,  ofl 
the  O^Bri.ms,  over  whicfi  a  large  monument  of  black  and  wbitd 
marble,  more  distingui;$hedfor  its  bulk  than  its  elegance,  wafl 
erected  by  Sarah»  Countess  Dowager  of  Thomond  "  in  ineniory:] 
of  her  lord,  Henry,  Earl  and  Governor  of  Thomond^  in  tiid 
kingtlom  of  Ireland,  \\ho  rtied  at  his  seRt  at  Billing,  the  Seconal 
of  May,  1G91,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age/'  His  soqJ 
f  lenry  Horatio,  Lord  O'Erien,  and  Baron  of  Ibriekan,  wa-;,  »cA 
fording  to  this  inscription^  "  by  special  providence,  and  iJiaj 
great  prudence  and  foresight  of  the  said  Earl  and  Countess,  iiq 
the  sevtnicenth  year  of  his  age,  most  happil}^  married  to  Laily] 
Henrietta,  second  daughter  to  the  nolde  Lord  Henry,  Duke  ofl 
Beaufort.'*  He  died  at  Chekea  of  the  small-pox,  in  his  tweHt}H 
first  year.  1 

Here  is  a  sntall  ulms-housc  for  one  man  and  four  wouieiy 
foundijd  by  John  Freeman,  Esq.  by  will,  in  the  reign  of  JameJ 
the  First.  | 

Sm  I*?  A  AC  Wake,  who  was  appointed  ambassador  by  Jatnefl 
the  First,  to  Venice^  Savoy,  and  other  states,  was  the  son  of  thd 
Rev.  Arthur  Wake,  rector  of  this  parish.  He  UTas  educated  m 
Merton-Co!lege,Oxford,  and  was  chosen  publk  orator,  and  Meni^ 
b«r  of  Parliament  for  th«  University,  in  U\2S.     He  \rsts  eminent 
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for  his  learning,  ingenuity,  and  elocution;  and  was  author  of 
several  orations  and  discourses.  He  died  at  Paris  in  the  king's 
service,  in  1632;  and  was  interred  in  the  chapel  of  Dover 
Castle, 

At  a  short  distance  to  the  west,  is  situated  Litth  Biilin^y  th^ 
property  and  residence  of  the  Longevities,  from  the  time  of 
Edward  the  Second  to  that  of  Charles  the  First.  In  the  latter  reign 
lived  Sir  Edward  Longeville,  who  was  the  last  person  that  pos- 
sessed this  manor.  Leland  states  that  the  mansion  of  the  Lon- 
gevities "  yctremaineth  at  Billing,  and  there  lai  divers  of  them 
buried."  Bridges  is  unusually  minute  in  describing  the  state  of 
the  ruined  house.  "  The  first  story,"  he  says,  is  "  supported 
with  broad  arches,  where  is  the  appearance  ot"  a  chapel.  The 
door-cases,  of  Harlestone  freestone,  are  thick  ami  large ;  and  at 
.  the  south  end  is  a  turret  with  a  stair-case  leading  up  to  the 
leads.  A  part  of  it  is  embattled.  In  the  yard  is  a  farm-house, 
made  out  of  the  ruins  adjoining  to  the  ruinous  part."  A  very 
•mall  portion  of  this  edifice  now  remains.  Various  authors 
have  placed  a  religious  house  here ;  and  Buck  engraved  a  print 
of  the  ruins,  which  he  called  a  "  Cistercian  Priory.**  Bridges, 
asserts  there  never  was  any  monastic  establishment  here.  Gotigh 
describes  the  house  as  a  curious  example  of  ancient  architecture* 

BoucHTON,  four  miles  north  of  Northampton,  was  transmitted 
by  intermarriages  from  the  Green's  and  Vitux's  to  Sir  John  Bris- 
coe, Bart,  w  ho  mortgaged  it  to  L^rd  Ashburnham,  by  whom  it 
was  sold  to  the  Earl  of  Strailbrd ;  and  that  title  becoming  ex- 
tinctj  on  the  demise  of  the  late  earl,  this  portion  of  his  property 
devolved  to  Richard  William  Howard  Vyse,  Esq.  ^l.  P.  for  Be- 
verley, and  son  of  General  Vyse.  The  manor-house  is  irregu- 
lar and  antiquated,  but  not  very  extensive,  part  having  been 
taken  down  by  Sir  John  Briscoe;  the  remainder  is  now  under- 
going the  same  fate;  but  it  is  understood  that  Mr.  Vyse  intends 
to  erect  a  new  one.  The  situation  is  certainly  inviting,  the 
Vot.  XL— Jan.  1810.  H  park 
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pAfk  heiag  Baclf  wiKJcled,  aod  capable  of  coosiileable  tm^ 

In  ibr  tweiiy-aereittb  year  oC  Ednmrd  the  Tbinl^  Sir  Uemy 
Qrmeu  **  tibuiiiai  k>r  btmaeir  and  his  bi^irs  tlie  gnuit  of  a  fair  to 
tie  bcid  yeaHy  iii  Uiis  datwr  W  iIub  $|}acv  of  itirre  days^  btgiit- 
iiiti^  Mpiti  tKe  rigi)  vf  tl»€  itaurilr  ot  Saint  Jobn  thic  Baptbt. 

I  ;ittt]  stilling  llie  ilay  afic^  tu''     Siii€c  tlutt  tinier  the  fait  al 

B^tf^^oitt  hjiA  becfnae  the  meal  ceklntUeii  ui  ihk  put  of  tbc 

I  kiDgdimit  TmA  k  autttully  fiMtoneiJ  to  by  a  vast  coocQunie  of 

I  perdofii,  ellhi'r  far  |jlea4itre'^or  bu^uies^    The  first  day  b  pm- 

l  cipaliy  Cctr  wooden* ware  of  every  ilncTiptJOEii  oq  ibe  Mcoed 

the  neigUbouriog  famiUea  of  di^ititictioii  breakfast  in  the  tea 
bcx^lb,  and  luiii;^!^  iii  ibe  rutftic  bolkby ;  and  Xh^  la£l  day  U  ap- 

I  propria  ted  for  the  Bale  of  horses  ao'l  cattle-    It  is  kept  oo  tl^e 

lff<^«  an  opui  ct^mmou  half  a  mile  s^iaib  of  the  village,  where 

I  l«roparary  booths  for  rerrt!»iiineiii,  and  rows  of  tUlU  for  di^r- 

eul  species  of  merchandize,  are  erected* 
At  the  extremity  of  this  green  stands  the  ruim  of  the  €tld  p^ 

I  rochiai  dmnh*    Grose  ba^  given  a  view  of  it|  in  his  antif^uities,, 

ivith  the  tower  and  an  octagonal  spire,  both  of  which  feil  doum 
^ome  years  ^^^f},  and  tlie  roofless  body  alone  remains.  The  in- 
habitants iitill  bury  in  the  church-yard;  but  there  is  a  chapel  ia 
the  village,  the  south  door  of  which  bears  the  date  ofl5S^. 

Between  this  place  and  Northampton,  is  the  pleasant  Tillage 
of  KiNGSTHORPE,  which,  from  time  immemorial,  has  been  a 
royal  demesne.  A  certain  number  of  the  freeholders  under  the 
payment  of  a^specified  annual  rent  to  the  crown's  grantee,  hold 
the  manor  in  trust  for  the  town;  all  the  freeholders  participate 
in  the  benefits  attached  to  it,  and  include  in  their  privileges, 
exemption  from  toll. 

A  bailiff  was  formerly  appointed,  but  this  office  has  long 
since  been  dispensed  with.  The  trustees,  or  freeholders,  trana* 
act  their  business  in  a  small  town-house  erected  for  that  pur- 
pose, by  a  Lady  Pritchard.    Their  seal  is  a  crowned  head  be* 

nveen 
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tweefi  two  fleurs-de*lis,  with  thii  inscription  round  it*    StoiL- 

LUM  COMMUNE  KlNGSTHDRP- 

At  the  entraitce  of  the  village  from  Xorthnmpton,  stooJ  the 
fospitnt  of  St,  David,  or  as  it  is  styled  in  some  records,  of  the 
floly  TniiJty.     It  was  founded  in  !200»  at  the  instance  of  Peter 
\t  Northampton,  and  Henry  Uis  son,  rector  of  this  parUh,  and 
[t\  ilh  the  approbation  of  the  Prior  of  St,  Andrew,  who  granted 
[the  site,  and  in  whom  was  vested  the  appointment  of  the  mas- 
ter.   The  cle^r  yearly  rental  at  the  Dissolution  waa  24^L  6s. 
fPhillrp    and    Mary   jj^ave   it   to  Un^h  Zelly  for    life.     It  ton- 
rl  of  one  large  range  of  buildings,  containing  three  rows  of 
reds  for  the  poor,  the  sick,  and  the  stranger,  with  one  chapel 
dedicated   to   St.    David,    an3   another  to  the   Holy  Trinity^ 
Bridges  i^peaks  of  the  rums,  bat  nothing  can  now  be  traced,  ex- 
cepting an  arch  or  two  in  some  cott^ige-walls.     In  this  lordship 
are  quarries  of  considerable  extent  and  local  celebrity.     The 
stono  is  of  a  soft  texture,  hardens  by  exposure  to  the  atmos- 
phere, and  IS  of  a  delicately  white  lint. 

The  Church,  though  spacions,  and  enjoying  all  parochial 
rites,  is  merely  a  chapel  to  St.  Pctar's  in  Northampton,  being 
rated  with  it  iii  taxation,  and  served  by  the  same  inLnmbcnl. 

KORTIIAMPTON 

Thr  principal  town  of  the  couniy,  is  memorable  h\  the  an- 
nals of  political  and  local  history,  for  the  number  of  councjls 
and  synods  jicld  here ;  for  its  lijrjnidable  ancient  caiitle,  with  the 
proviucml  earU;  also  for  nutherous  monastic  foundations,  mili- 
tary events^  and  lastly  its  modern  Improvements,  and  pleasant- 
new  of  siloatloii  as  a  place  of  business  or  retirement.  In  nar- 
mtinf^  its  history,  it  will  not  only  be  onnecessary*  but  extran^;- 
OU8  and  frivolous  to  dwell  on  the  legendary  stories  that  have 
been  related  and  printed,  respecting  the  first  settlement  made 
here,  and  the  inhabitants  who  formed  it.  It  is  slated,  however* 
that  a  town  was  formed  at  this  plage  during  the  Anglo-Saxon 
S  and  that  the  saxne  was  attacked^  pltiiidered^  and  burnt 
H3  by 


s  Danes,  in  Uicir  diil'erent  predatory  ineursioiii  into  ibit 
.of  itie  i^liimL     The  KorthmnbrianK*  under  Earl  Morc&r# 
ion  of  ihii  town  in  the  year  1064;  and  in  the  g<- 
i>f  savage  warriora,  murdered  many  of  the  iiihabi- 
ttiu  liousi;^^  '*^  carried  aw^y  thousands  of  cattle^  and 
^  d' prisoners."  jVccorditig  to  records  there  were  then 

t^^       i  in  the  king^s  lordsliip^  and  fiO  kaiL'ics :  but  at  the  era 
Norman  Contjtiest,  14  of  tho  latter  w^ re  waste.     By  the 
}sdAy  Survt}',   it  appearB  there  were  only  40  burgesses  id 
-hanttune  iht^ii*     **  WjlHum  the  Conqueror  gave  to  Sfm<m 
if  a  noble  Xorman,  iht  town  of  Nfjriliampton,  and   ihe 
Hundrfcd  of  Faiiri^t    (Fawsley)  then  valued  at  forty 
p**r  muiumi  to  provide  shoea  for  hi*  horse»*"*     In  1106, 
i'oii  Chi'H.jnitle  statc^j   that  Robert,  Duke  of  Normandy, 
in  intervictv  here  with  luij  brother  King  Henry  the  Firsi, 
^mtnctdiitc  the  ditlVreiices  then  subsisting  between  them. 
iwcnly-third  yeur^  thtit  monardi  and  his  courl  kept  th« 
,^1  of  Haunter  at  Northampton,  with  all  the  pomp  and  atata 
^uliar  ta  that  agt?;  and  4n  the  thirty-firsit  ye-ar  of  the  same 
rign,  a  PatUamerit  w as  held  m  ihia  lo\\n,  uhiii  th«  nobles 
liworg  feahy  to  the  Empress  Maud,  on  whom  the  king  had  set- 
tkd  the  riijjht  of  succession.     In  1138,  King  Stephen,  in  order 
to  attach  the  clergy  to  his  interest,  a  measure  in  those  days  so 
essentially  necessary,   siimniencd   a   council   to  'meet  him   at 
Noithaniptou,   at  which  all  ihe  bishops,  abbots,  and  barons  of 
the  realm  attended,   for  the  purpose  of  making  j^romotious  in 
the  cliurch.   In  1144  Stephen  held  his  court  here,  when  RanuU^ 
Earl  of  Chester,  who  came  to  tender  his  services,  was  detained 
as  a  prisoner  till  he  had  surrendered  the  Castle  of  Lincoln,  and 
other  fortreses,  as  security  for  his  allegiance,  he  being  sus- 
pected i)f  conspirijig,  with  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  against  the 
king.     When  thtj  celebrated  statutes  of  Clarendon  were  esta- 
blished,  10  Henry  11,  for  the  good  order  of  the  kingdom,  and 
for  the  better  defining  the  boundaries  of  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
.  tion; 

w  *' FragmttUii.  Anii^uitath.*'  by  BecJtwith,  Svo^p.  190.   ' 


NOHTITAMPTONSHIRE,  ll7 

tion;  and  Archbishop  Beckct  alone  refused  his  assent,  (a  refusal 
attended  with  a  train  of  evils,  vexatious  to  the  king,  and  fatal 
to  the  prelate;)  a  council  of  the  states  was  convened  at  North- 
ampton, before  whom  the  archbishop  was  summoned  to  appear, 
and  answer  to  the  charges  of  contumacy,  perjury,  &c.  which 
should  then  be  exhibited  against  him.  In  the  twentieth  year  of 
this  reign,  Anketil  Mallore,  who  supported  Prince  Henry's  un- 
natural rebellion,  marched  with  a  considerable  force  from  Lei- 
cester to  Northampton ;  where,  having  defeated  the  royalists,  he 
jalundered  the  town,  and  returned  to  Leicester  with  his  booty, 
accompanied  by  nearly  two  hundred  prisoners.  In  the  twenty- 
sixth  year  of  this  Monarch's  reign,  a  convention  of  the  baront- 
and  prelates  was  assembled  here  to. amend,  confirm,  and  enforce 
the  constitutions  of  Clarendon.  By  this  council  the  kingdom 
was  divided  into  six  circuits;  and  justices  itinerant  were  assign- 
ed to  each.  From  the  formation  of  this  convention,  the  advico 
of  the  knights  and  burgesses  being  required,  a3  well  as  that  of 
the  nobles  and  prelates,  it  has  been  considered  as  the  model  by 
which  parliaments  have  been  constituted  in  succeeding  times. 
The  King  of  Scotland,  with  the  bishops  and  abbots  of  that 
kingdom,  attended  this  council  to  profess  their  subjection  to  the 
Church  of  England.  In  the  10th  of  Richard  I.  Geoftrey  Fitaj- 
walter  paid  40*.  to  be  discharged  from  the  inspection  of  the 
coinage  here:  this  is  the  first  offi'cial  mention  of  a  Mint  at 
Northampton,  though  there  arc  reasons  to  believe  it  of  greater 
antiquity.  How  long  it  subsisted  is  uncertain,  but  mention  is 
made  of  it  in  the  two  succeeding  reigns.  On  the  deatli  of  King 
Richard,  John  his  successor  being  then  in  Normandy,  a  great 
cciuncil  of  nobles  assembled  in  this  town,  and  were  prevailed  on 
by  the  adherents  of  the  new  Monarch,  to  take  an  oath  of  fealty 
to  him,  and  support  his  claim  to  the  crown. 
•  King  John,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  having  been  displeas- 
ed with  the  citizens  of  London,  commanded  the  exchequer  to  be 
removed  to  Northampton.  In  his  thirteenth  year,  in  a  council 
of  lay  nobles  convened  here,  the  King  met  the  Pope's  Nuncios, 
Pandulph  and  Durund,  in  order  to  adjust  those  diilercnces 
.113  which 
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which  hai!  long  subsisted  between  him  ami  the  Holy  See.  The 
King  made  large  concessions;  but  as  he  would  not, or  could  notj 
restore  to  the  clergy  their  confiscated  tflects,  the  treaty  was 
broken  off,  and  the  King  was  solemnly  excommunicated  by 
the  Legates.  During  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third  Northamp- 
ton was  frequently  honored  with  his  residence  and  particular 
marks  of  his  favor:  and  in  the  war  between  that  King  and  the 
confederate  Barons,  it  was  alternately  besieged  and  possessed 
by  each  of  the  contending  parties.  About  this  time  a  kind  of 
University  was  established  here,  consisting  of  students  who  at 
different  times  and  from  various  causes  had  deserted  Oxford. 
Thu  new  seminary  at  first  was  countenanced  by  the  King;  but 
the  scholars  having  taken  a  decided  part  in  favor  of  the  Baronsj 
were  commanded  to  return  to  Oxford.  A  similar  emigration 
took  place  from  the  university  of  Cambridge ;  but  was  sooo  su- 
perseded by  a  royal  mandate^  which  compelled  the:  students  to 
return  to  their  old  seminaries;  and  further  provided  that  no 
university  should  ever  be  established  here.  It  is,  however,  a 
manifest  indication  of  the  importance  attached  to  Norihamptoii, 
that  both  the  universities  should  make  choice  of  this  place  ai 
their  asylum  and  abode. 

On  Good  Friday,  in  the  seventh  year  of  E*lward  the  Fint 
the  Jews  residing  in  this  town  crucified  a  Christian  boy,  who 
fortunately  sur%'ived  their  cruelty :  for  this  atrocious  act,  fifty 
of  them  were  drawn  at  horses'  tails  and  publickly  hanged.  In 
the  preceding  year  three  hundred  had  been  hanged  for  clip- 
ping the  coin.  These  and  other  enormities  rendered  the  Jew)* 
60  odious,  that  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  ibis  reign  a  statute 
was  passed  for  their  total  expulsion  from  the  kingdom,  and  for 
the  contiscation  of  their  property.  Edward  the  Fixjit  frequently 
resided  at  Northampton  in  great  splendor ;  and  on  his  death  a 
parliament  was  held  here  to  settle  the  ceremonial  of  his  burial. 
and  the  marriage  and  coronation  of  his  successor.  Another 
parliament  met  here  in  1317,  in  which  an  impost cr,  John  Poy- 
drasj  sun  of  a  tanner  at  Exeter,  was  brought  to  trial  for  affirm- 
ing that  he  was  the  real  son  of  Edward  the  First,  and  that  tbt 
3  Kiii^ 
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King  was  a  carter's  son,  and  substituted  at  nurse  in  his  stead : 
producing  no  evidence  however  in  support  of  his  assertions,  he 
was  condemned  and  executed. 

In  the  eleventh  year  of  King  Edward  the  Third,  the  Mayor, 
BailifFs,  and  Burgesses  of  Northampton  obtained  the  royal  li* 
cence  to  hold  an  annual  fair  for  t^venty-eight  days ;  which  fair 
is  now  disused.  In  this  reign  several  parliaments  were  held 
here.  The  last  that  assembled  at  Northampton  was,  4  Richard  IL 
when  the  poll-tax  was  levied,  which  occasioned  the  rebellion, 
wherein  Walter  Tyler  was  the  chief. 

The  next  memorable  event  respecting  this  town  was  a  deci- 
sive batiie  fought  in  its  vicinity  between  the  Yorki«;ts  and  Lan- 
castrians, 38  Henry  VI.  when  that  unfortunate  Monarch  was 
made  -prisoner.  Northampton  was  visited  by  Queen  Elizabeth 
in  1563,  and  by  King  Charles  the  First  in  1634 :  it  was  ravaged 
by  the  plague  in  1637;  and  in  1642  was  seized  by  the  parlia- 
mentary forces,  by  whom  it  was  fortified :  the  south  and  west 
bridges  being  converted  into  drawbridges,  and  additional  works 
thrown  up  in  the  defenceless  places.  In  the  north-east  part  of 
the  town,  parts  of  a  foss  and  a  bastion  of  earth  are  yet  visible. 
The  town  suffered  greatly  by  a  flood.  May  6,  1603. 

Northampton  has  sustained  some  very  severe  losses  hy  fire; 
but  these  have  ultimately  proved  beneficial  to  thrplace;  for  the 
uniformity  and  substantial  character  of  the  houses,  width  of 
the  streets,  and  general  arrangement  of  the  town,  are  all  to  be  at^ 
tributed  to  those  calamitous  events.  According  to  Inland's  state- 
ment most  of  the  houses  were  made  of  wood  at  his  time.  •  On 
Midsummer-day,  1566,  a  fire  destroyed  several  houses:  but  the 
most  memorable  occurrence  of  this  nature  was  in  the  year 
1675,  when  the  greater  part  of  the  town  was  consumed,  and 
many  of  the  poorer  inhabitants  reduced  to  great  distress.  The 
general  loss  of  property  was  calculated  at  150,000/.  Above 
600  dwelling-houses  were  then  burnt,  and  more  than  700  fa- 
milies thereby  deprived  of  their  habitations  and  property.  A 
snbscription  was  soon  instituted,  and  it  appears,  by  a  list  of  be- 
ll 4  neiactions. 
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^nefhctions,  that  above  20,000/*  were  raised  for  the  HuRcrcrs.* 

lat  occa^iuii  tlie   following  sums  were  given  by  the  per:sous  ^^ 
^aiid  from  the  places  here  speciiied  :  £arl  of  Xorthampton,  and  ^H 
>Earl  of  Sunderland,  12(W,  each ;  Lord  Arlington,  Bishop  of  Lich- 
[^cld  an<l  Oiventry;  fcJir  William  Fanner,  Sir  Willtajn  l^ngham, 
I  George   Holiuaii,  Esq.  and  Paul  Wentwortb,  Em\.    lOOA  each. 
^The  city  of  London  collected  and  coutTibuted  5000/. ;  the  town  of 
Manchester,  155/.;  Nottingham  150/.;  Oxford  University,  450/,; 
the  city,  124/.;  Stratford  on  Avon,  180/,;  Wan^ick,  171/.;  York. 
KMJ4;  Lincoln.   118/.;    Derby,   150/.;   Cambridge  University, 
^28ti/.;   town,  85/.;  Coventry,   200/.;  Banbury.    110/,     In  the 
year  after  the  fire  it  is  stated  that  150  houses  were  rebuilt. 

The  town  of  Northampton  was  formerly  surrounded  by  cm- 
haitied  walls,  iuid  waj  defended  by  a  large  fortress,  orC.vsTi.i» 
and  by  ba^^tion  towers.  In  the  walls  were  four  Gate-houset, 
named  froju  their  r<^lativc  situations^  East-Gate,  West-Gate, 
Korlh-Gute,  and  South-Gate.  Those  towards  the  South,  North* 
and  West,  had  rooms  or  dwellings  over  them,  and  that  to  the 
cast,  according  to  Bridges,  "  was  the  fairest  of  all,"  beings 
lofty,  and  embellished  with  shields  of  arms,  atid  other  'orna- 
ments. Southward  of  tliis  was  a  smaller  gate,  or  postern* 
called  the  Duni-GaU.  By  an  inquisition,  taken  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward. the  First,  it  appears  that  the  walls  were  embat- 
tled ;  and  at  diHercnt  places  had  steps  to  ascend  them.  Like 
the  walls  round  the  city  of  Chester,  these  servcil  fur  a  public 
walk;  where  the  iidirm  and  indisposed  inhabitants  were  accus« 
tomed  to  ''tiike  the  air."  They  also  consiituted  the  best  foot* 
patb  in  Winter,  from  one  extremity  of  the  town  to  another. 

This 


♦  Pf  nnunt  a*»crf*,  lliMt  "  tweiitjf-flvc  thousand  pour.ds  were  colTccred  bi 
bripfi  mid  privnie  chiiity;  mntl  Uie  kin^  gave  1<H)0  toi«  oi  timber  out 
Whitikbiirjr  Foresr,  aud  rviiiittrd  the  duly  of  chiiniM^-martey  for  >Cf 
years  "     it  luft^  be  Uciucd  citrious  to  leiiiuik,  llul  llic  j^vneral  tubvcriptk 
raised  ou  accouut  ui'ltiv  lucoiorublt:  fire  uf  Lvudtm,  did  rut  exceed  18,0iH)/, 
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ThU  walk  is  reported  to  have  been  wide  enough  for  six  persons 
to  walk  abrt'ast.  Leland  mentions  the  walls  and  Gates  as  stand- 
ing when  he  vii>ited  Northampton.  The  same  topogiapher 
«ays, 

« The  Castel  standeth  hard  by  the  West-gate,  and  hath  a 
large  kepe.  The  area  of  the  resideu  is  very  large,  and  buUe- 
warkes  of  yerth  be  made  afore  the  castelle-gate.*  "  .That  some 
.  fortress  was  erected  at  Northampton  before  the  Norman  Con- 
quest, may  be  inferred  from  the  events  that  have  occurred 
here  during  the  Saxon  and  Danish  dynasties :  but  of  that  build- 
ing no  accounts  have  descended  to  the  present  times.  It  is 
however  recorded,  that  Simon  De  Senliz,  or  St.  Liz,  the  first 
Earl  of  Northampton  of  that  name,  erected  a  castle  here,  in 
the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror ;  but  as  no  mention  is  made 
of  it  in  pomesday  Book,  it  appears  not  to  have  been  com- 
pleted till  after  that  survey  was  taken.  It  was  situated  on  an 
eminence  without  the  west  gate  of  the  town ;  and  was  defended 
on  three  sides  by  a  deep  trench,  or  foss,  whilst  a  branch  of  the 
river  Nen  served  as  a  natural  barrier  on  the  western  side.  In 
Henry  the  Second's  reign,  it  was  possessed  by  the  Crown ;  and 
was  afterwards  entrusted  to  some  constable  or  castellan  ap- 
pointed by  the  sovereign.  But  in  the  civil  war  of  1264,  be- 
.  tween  Henry  the  Third  and  his  nobles,  we  find  it  in  the  occu- 
pation of  the  confederate  Baron^,  under  the  banner  of  the 
Earl  of  Leicester,  whose  son  Simon  de  Montford  was  then  its 
Governor.  The  king  having  received  considerable  reinforce- 
ments from  the  northern  barons,  his  adherents  besieged 
the  Castle  with  great  vigour:  but  the  admirable  situation 
and  strength  of  the  fortress,  with  the  undaunted  cou- 
rage of  the  garrison,  composed  of  the  finest  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  Eai-l,  under  the  direction  of  officers  of  distin- 
guished skill  and  valour,  baffled  all  the  efforts  of  the  royal 
.  Uoops,  and  convinced  them  that  force  was  totally  inadequate 
to  their  arduous  enterprise.  At  length  Recourse  was  had  to  a 
stratagem,  not  altogether  just  or  manly  in  principle,  but  which 

efieo- 
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eOecttiaUy  served  their  purpose.     While  the  barons  were  cm- 
gaged  in  a  parley,   under  pretence  of  negociation,  a  cUosoB 
body  of  ihe  royal  forces  was  dinpatched  to  make  a  breach  in  tb^" 
walls  at  tlid  opposite  extremity  of  the  town.     The  plan  soc- 
ceeded :  the  garrison  thus  taken  by  surprbte,  were,  not v  ith 
ing  a  brilliant  display  of  courage,  completely  discomfiied. 
Burremlcred  themselves  prisoners  of  war :  in  this  capitukti 
were  included  fourteen  of  the  most  potent  barons  and  kuigh 
banneretr^,  and  forty  inferior  knights.     The  castle  thus  rcirert 
to  the  Crown,  till  in  the  third  year  of  Edward  tlie  Third,  Thoniu 
Wakcr  then  sherilK  claimed  the  custody  of  it,  as  annexed 
the   countVf  and   belonging   to  hi&  jiirisdiclion ;  and  it  bei 
found,  by  inquisition  then  taken,  to  have  been  inimemorial 
attached  to  that  olUce^  it  was  ordered  to  be  given  up.  to  be 
by  the  said  slierilT  and  his  successors.     Within  the  castle  was 
royal  free  Chapel  dedicated  to  St.  George.  Previous  to  the  y 
1675  this  fortress  was  used  as  the  county-gaol ;  and  the  two  coarlj 
of  justice  were  held  here.     In  166*2,  pursuant  to  an  order  of 
kinpr  and  council,  the  walls  and  gateSj  and  part  of  the 
were  demolished  :  and  the  site  of  it,  sold  soon  afterwards 
Robert  Haselrig,  Esq.  in  whoso  family^it  still  remains.     It 
pears  indeed,  from  the  account  of  Norden,  that  even  in 
year  159:1  the  castle  was  much  decayed,  and  the  walls  dcfcn 
less,     "This  towne,*'  says  he,  "is  a  iairc  towne,  with  ii 
taire  old  buildings,  hrge  streets,  and  a  very  ample  and  fai 
market-pUcc;    it   is  walled  about  with  a  wall    of  stone, 
meane  too  of  strength :  neare  unto  the  towne  there  stiadeth  an 
eminent  cn.tr  le,  ruyntms."  SinceNorden^s  time  most  of  these  raini 
have  been  swept  away,  or  levelled:  and  now  only  a  few  frig- 
menu  of  foundation-walls,  and  parts  of  the  fosses  remain.    The 
inner  balliuin  was  nearly  circular,  and  snrroujidetl  by  a  lofty 
wait,  tvith  bastion  towers  at  irregular  distances.     This  wasagiin 
encompassed  by  a  deep  and  wide  foss.     A  broad  balUum,  or 
area  lor  the   garrison,  cxipndt'd   for  some  distance,  and  wis 
guarded  by  an  outer  valhmi,  with  barbican,  Stc.     The  genenl 
€Xtent  and  character  of  the  earth  works  may  Mi  be  traced. 

NortV 
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Northampton  is  both  a  corporate  and  Borough  town :  its  first 
charter  of  incorporation  appears  to  have  been  obtained  from 
King  Henry  the  Second^  but  since  that  reign  several  other 
ch^uters^  to  alter,  or  enlarge  the  privileges  of  the  corporate 
body,  have  been  granted.  For  the  first  of  those  the  burgesses 
gave  a  fine  of  200  m^rks,  to  hold  the  town  of  the  king  in  «!-• 
pite.  By  a  subsequent  charter  from  King  John,  they  were  ex- 
empted from  all  **toll,  lastage  and  murage,  throughout  Eng< 
land;  also  from  being  impleaded  out  of  the  town;"  and  were 
invested  with  other  liberties  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  the  citi- 
zens of  London.  For  these  privileges  they  were  bound  to  pay 
annually,  into  the  King's"  exchequer  120/.  In  the  4lst  year  of" 
Henry  the  Third,  a  new  charter  was  obtained,  confirming  and  • 
extending  the  liberties,  &c.  of  the  burgesses.  Again  in  the 
27th  Off  Edward  the  First,  and  in  the  4th  of  Henry  the  Seventh, 
the  charter  was  renewed  and  confirmed ;  and  in  the  9th  year  of 
the  latter  reign,  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  &c.  obtained  the  liberty 
of  choosing  a  recorder,  and  appointing  two  burgesses,  who, 
with  the  mayor,  were  invested  with  the  powers  of  justices  of 
peace  within  the  town.  By  a  charter  bearing  date  3d  of  Au- 
gust, 1 5th  Charles  the  Second,  the  corporation  is  specified  to 
consist  of  a  mayor,  and  two  bailiffs,  and  such  as  have  been 
mayors  and  bailiflp;,  with  48  burgesses,  called  common  council, 
recorder,  chamberlain,  and  town  clerk.  Though  this  charter 
was  surrendered  in  1683,  and  a  new  one  issued,  yet  the  former ' 
continued  in  force  till  1796,  when  an  altered,  or  as  com-, 
monly  called,  new  charter  was  obtained.  According  to  a  pro- 
Yincial  newspaper,  it  was  brought  from  London  by  the  mayor, 
who  was  conducted  from  the  bridge,  through  the  town  "  with 
great  ceremony,  amidst  the  congratulations  of  the  townsmen,. 
on  the  re-establishment  of  their  ancient  privileges,  and  the  se- 
curity and  protection  afforded  to  the  poor." 

The  recorder  and  town  clerk  usually  continue  for  life, 
though  subject  to  an  -annual  election.  This  corporation  is 
invested  with  extensive  juridical  powers :  being  qualified  to  try 
all  criminal  causes,  though  they  seldom  extend  their  jurisdic* 

tion 
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lion  beyond  petty  larcenies.    For  thig  purpone  tihevefore,  thi 
hold  a  court  of  record,  once  in  every  three  week^. 

As  a  Uorottgfi,  Northampton  ha*  continued  lo  rdurn 
members  to  the  British  i^enate,  ever  since  the  twelfth  year 
ihe  reign  of  Eflward  the  First,  when  it  s^t  two  rcpTe?>en 
to  the  Parliament  held  at  Act<jii-Burncl  in  Gloucestershire 
the  first  year  of  Edward  the  Second,  the  Parliajiient  was  held  al 
Northampton;  and  John  de  Longeville,  and  Robert  d€  Bed- 
folrd,  werr:  members  for  this  place  Few  boroughs  have  been 
more  noted  in  tlie  annals  of  contested  election  than  Northarop^^ 
tonkas  it  is  commonly  considered  an  Open-borough:  i.e.  <'^^«<i^| 
inhabitant  householder,  paying  scot  and  lot,  has  the  liberty  m 
voting.  Tlii:i,  Mr.  Pennant  calls,  "  a  cruel  privilege;  for sui 
ivho  have,  of  late  years,  been  ambitious  of  recommending  ih 
representatives.**  If  cruel  to  the  ambitious^  rt  is  certainly 
portant  to  the  fiurnble  purt  of  the  public,  for  though  corrupti 
intrigue,  and  bribery  may  seduce  a  few,  these  are  not  so  like 
to  operate  on  the  many.  The  nuraber  of  voters  is  neaflj 
10(K>.  A  memorable  election  contest  occurred  for  this  horou 
in  17(>H,  when  the  Earls  of  Halifax,  Northampton,  and  Sp 
cer  were  opposed  to  each  other;  or  rather  each  exerted  hii 
Tespecti\'e  inJlufuce  to  return  a  member.     Never,  pe'  *t 

bribery  ko  extensively  arid  lavishly  employed  ;   imtl   i 
the  parties  were  not  positively  ruinedj  yet  each  was  material 
injured  in  fortune.  It  fs  staled  that  Lortl  Spencer  expended  abo 
100>000/.:  and  each  of  the  other  noblemen  nearlv  150^000^ 


CKi-RcnES.  There  were  formerly  seven  Parish  Church 
within  the  walls  of  Northampton;  respectively  de^dieaied 
All  Saints,  St.  Giles,St.  Gregory,  St.  Mary,  St.  Michael,  St 
ter,  and  St.  Sepulchre.  Besides  these,  there  was  St,  Catharinel 
a  chapel  of  ease  to  All  Saints,  in  the  town  ;  St.  Biimat 
Church,  without  tbeeasl  gate  ;  and  St.  Bartholomew's,  with 
the  north  pat%f.  Of  these  structures,  four  only  are  remainii 
at  present,  into  which  number  of  parishes  the  town  is  divk 
AU  yaiuts,Sl.  Giles's,  St.  Peter's,  and  St.  ScpukhrcV 
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The  Church  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  situated  about  th*- 
centre  of  the  town,  having    been  consumed  by  fire,  in  1675, 
was  begun  to  be  rebuilt  soon  aftenvards,  and  was  completed  iii 
the  year  1680,  and  the  first  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Bishop 
of  Peterborough,  Sept.  5, 1680.  The  interior  of  this  is  very  unlik«  • 
the  generality  of  Churches.     The  windows  and  architectural  or- 
naments are  n^iither  Gothic,  Grecian,  nor  of  any  regular  order,* 
or  style.     It  consists  of  one  large  room,  or  space,  with  a  square 
chancel,  at  the  east  end,  and  a  tower  at  the  west  end  :  near  the 
centre  are  four  large  columns,  supporting  a  flat  roof,  from  which 
ri«e  a  dome  or  cupola. 

The  length  of  the  body  is  seventy-three  feet,  and  its  breadth 
seventy-four  feet.  The  chancel  is  thirty-four  feet  and  a  half 
long,  and  twenty-four  feet  broad,  and  is  divided  from  the 
nave,  by  a  carved  screen  of  Norway  oak.  At  the  west  end  of  the 
church  is  a  portico,  twenty-four  feet  in  length,  supported  by- 
ten  pillars,  and  two  pilasters,  of  the  Ionic  order,  and  ball  us- 
traded  at  the  top.  On  it  is  a  statue  of  Charles  the  Second,  with 
an  inscription  commemorative  of  his  gift  of  one  thousand  tons 
of  timber,  towards  rebuilding  the  church.  The  interior  con- 
tains few  objects  to  arrest  attention,  or  gratify  curiosity. 
Against  thu  north  wall  is  a  mural  slab  to  the  memory  of  Sir 
James  Stonthousc ^Bsirt-  M.  D.  whose  benevolent  miud  will  ever 
be  revered  by  the  inhabitants  of  Northampton.  He  was  the 
projector  and  chief  promoter  of  the  Infirmary,  and  acted  as 
physician  to  it,  during  thw  latter  part  of  his  life.  He  died 
pec.  8,  179.5,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 

Attached  to  the  western  end  of  the  church,  is  a  tablet  record- 
ing the  name  of  John  Bailes,  who  was  born  in  this  lown,  and 
lived  10  a  very  advanced  age  ;  retaining  liis  faculties  of  "  hear- 
ing, sight,  and  memory  to  the  last.  He  lived  in  three  centuries, 
and  wasburied  the  14th  of  April,  1706."  Bridges  observes, 
that,  "  his  ^ge  appears  to  have  been  assigned  conjecturally  to 
120 ;  he  was  at  most  but  114  years  old/'  After  his  death  he  wag 
dissected,  by  Dr.  James  Keill,  who  pubhshed  an  account  of  th«> 
appearances,  &c.  of  the  corpse,  in  th»  Philosophical  Transac- 
tions, No.  ,^06,  Art.  8.     He  was  a  button-maker^  and  attended 
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mil  tlie  neighbottrltig  markets  and  fairs,  to  dispose  of  kts  own 
souriufacturt's. 

At  the  soath-west  corner  of  the  Church-yard,  is  a  Contbtit, 
cnveri^d  wilh  a  small  octanr^iilar  building,  which  was  formerly 
omaniiMited  with  eight  pinnaclesj  and  tracery*  in  two  rows  of 
painiels. 

St.  GrLEs'$  Church,  is  situated  near  the  eastern  end  of  tJte 
town>  immiuliatcly  ivithinside  the  ancient  town  wall-  This  is  a 
large  pile  of  boildin2f,and  consists  of  a  nave,  ailes,  transept, 
lower  rising  from  the  centre.  At  the  west  end  is  an  aiici( 
Door^way^  with  a  semicircular  arch,  and  Norman  mouldtogs. 
the  south  transept  is  an  old  AUar-vionument,  winch  i^  said 
have  been  laiscd  to  one  of  the  Gobion  family;  but  the  inscr^ 
lion  is  wholly  obliterated.  Within  this  Chnrth  there  wa* 
m< uMy  a  C/ifl/>c/  dcdica fed  to  St,  Peter ;  and  a  fraternity, 
Guild  of  St.  Clement. 

St.  pETta's  Chubcji,  is  seated  at  the  western  extremity  of 
the  tiiwn,  iji  the  vicinity  of  the  Castle,  and  was  probably  erf 
cd  by  one  of  the  firn  Norman  Earl?  of  Northampton,  Ft 
the  register  of  St.  Andrc\*''«  Priory,  Lii  this  town,  it  appears  tl 
the  rectory  ofSu  Peter's,  was  given  to  that  monastery,  by  Si 
de  St.  l-iz,  and  wa,H  confirmed  to  it,  with  the  Ciiapelries 
Kingsthorpe  and  Upton,  by  Hugh  Wells,  Bishop  of  L'lUi 
"  In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  the  right  of  patronage 
recovered  of  tlie  Convent  by  the  King,  and  continued  for 
time  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown.  The  advowson  was  aften*^ 
given  by  Edward  the  Third,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,! 
the  MasteiJi,  Brethren,  and  Sisters  of  St.  Catharine's  Hospt 
near  the  Tower,  (of  I,ondoti)  with  wh^^ra  it  hath  ever  »i 
continued.  It  was  the  privilege  of  this  Church,  that  a 
accnsLnl  of  any  crime,  intending  to  clear  himself  by  Canoni< 
purgation,  should  do  it  here,  and  in  no  other  place  of  the  tot 
bavins:  first  performed  his  vigil  and  prayers*  in  the  «aid  Churcb 
the  evening  before."*  Hence  it  appears  Uiat  this  Church  w^sin- 

♦  Bridges'  Hist  of  Nortii.  VoJ*  U  p.  445. 
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Tested  with  the  privilege  of  sanctuai^ ;  and  ifc  may  be  also 
inferred  that  it  was  founded  by,  or  under  the  patronage  of  somo 
powerful  person,  or  society.  The  Architecture  of  this  Church  is 
curious  and  interesting.  In  some  particulars  it  may  indeed  b% 
considered  an  unique  edifice :  hence  it  would  be  desirable  to 
ascertain  the  era  of  its  erection,  but  of  this  we  have  no  record; 
•ach  person  is  therefore  at  liberty  to  conjecture,  but  as  almost 
every  antiquary  is  a  slave  to  hypothesis,  he  is  constantly  liable 
to  err  himself,  and  deceive  others.  Perhaps,  if  we  refer  the 
origin  of  the  building  to  a  period  within  fifty  years  after  the 
^Norman  conquest,  we  shall  be  nearly  certaui  of  its  age ;  but  it 
must  be  acknowledged,  that  many  ornaments,  proportions,  and 
parts  do  not  exactly  assimilate  with  the  prevalent  style  of  that 
•ra,  yet  they  are  generally  too  slender  and  ornamental  for  the 
Anglo-Saxons.  St.  Peter's  Church  consists  of  a  nave,  and  two 
ailes  of  equal  length ;  havin^seven  columns  on  each  side,  three 
of  which  are  composed  of  four  semi-colunms.  The  four  single 
shafts  are  ornamented  with  stone  bands,*  of  four  mouldings, 
near  the  centre;  but  the  clustered  columns,  which  seemed  more 
to  require  this  appearance  of  binding,  ha^e  no  such  append- 
age. 

All  the  capitals  are  charged  with  sculpture  of  scroll-work, 
heads,  animals,  &c.  On  each  ^de  of  the  nave  are  eight  semi'> 
circular  arches,  with  indented  zigzag  mouldings  on  the  face  and 
soffits.  Over  these  was  a  series  of  six  small  windows,  with 
semi-circular  heads,  on  each  side.  But  the  most  deSorated  and 
curious  part  of  the  interior  of  this  singular  structure,  is  the  great 
archway,  beneath  the  tower,  at  the  western  end  of  the  nave. 
This  consists  of  three  receding  arches,  each  charged,  both  in 
elevation  and  soffit,  with  zigzag  mouldings.  On  each  side 
•f  the  archway,  are  three  pilaster  columns,  some  of  which  are 

•rnameated 

*  Tbe  bandage- moulding  seems  an  appropriate  ornament  to  the  clustered 
pUlan  •  tnd  accordingly  it  is  seen  very  prevalent  in  the  bnildiugs  about  Hen- 
ry the  Third's  reign,  wlieirit  WM  oouomarj  to  group  several  slender  ihaftt 
•f  parbec  iaar]»U  together. 
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ornamcated  with  spiral  and  lozenge  mouldings.   Tlie  exteriw 
the  Church  and  Tower  ii^  equuUy  ctirtoas.  though  the  architc< 
tural  and  sculpttiral  decorations,  are  not  so  profuse  or  elaborati 
At  the  sonth^t^esl  and  north-west  angles  of  the  tower   are  but 
treRses  of  peculiar  form.     Each  consists  of  three  semi-columi 
p"a<!uany  diminishing  at  every  st^ry.     On  the  north  and  sou! 
fides  of  the  same,  are  two  series  of  arcades;  and  at  the    wp4 
end,  one  range  corresponding  j  with  a  blank  arch,  having  thr< 
rows  of  flat  stone?,  charged  with  varied  tracery   in  panels. 
the  south  side  of  the  church  is  an  ancient  door-way,  witli 
circular  arch  :  and  on  each  side  of  the  nave,  over  the  aile«,  is  i 
continued  range  of  arcadCsS,     Over  these  are  numerous  bracket 
representing  various  grotesque  heads,  figures,  &c.     The  Fc 
about  the  age  of  Edward  the  First,  is  covered  with  blank  archi 
crocketted  pediuients,  &c.  similar  to  the  Queen's  Cros«. 
very  inieresting  church,  which  we  have  now  endeavoured 
describe,  is  entitled  to  the  most  careful  'preservation,  and  it 
hoped  that  the  church-wardcns  and  clergy  belonging  to  it,  wH 
be  attentive  to  their  charge,  not  only  to  protect  it  from  wautt 
injury,  but  from  those  heautifyinq  reparations,  which  too  coj 
inonly  are   more  injurious    than  bcneltcial   to  such  buildini 
In  th€'  present  edifice,    this  is  displayed  in  the  thick   coals 
whitewash,   plaster,   &c.  which   have  been    repeatedly  laid  oo, 
thereby   obscuring  many  ornaments,  and  destroying  the  har- 
mony and  propriety  of  ihc  whole  architectual  design.* 

St.   Sepulcuhe's  Ciilhcu,  near  the  northern    extremity 
the  town,  i,s  another  singular  and  curious  specimen  of  iho  ecci 
slastical  architecture  of  England.     This  alio,  like  Su   IVtei 
may  be  considered  unique,  tiavmg  some  features  and  pvcuhai 
tws    unlike  any    other  of  the  country.      Mr.    Pcuii:uu 
some  other  writers,  say,  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  *•  built 


•  A  ground  [i!an,  cJevatioa  of  one  side  of  the  nafe,  Perspccllve  ticw  of  th« 
Interior,  nnd  aiiotii(!r  ol' the  etl^rior,  urc  published  in  (ti«  tecoud   -volurrte 
the  Architectm-Al  Antiquum  **f' Great  Briuim, 
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tlieRnights-Templars,  on  the  model  of  that  at- Jerusalem."  This 
conjecture  has  arisen  from  the  circumstance  of  the  original 
church  having  been  circular^  *  whilst  that  of  the  holy  sepul- 
chre at  Jerusalem,  was  also  constructed  in  that  form.  The  pre-' 
sent  edifice  consists  of  a  square  tower  with  a  spire^  at  the  west 
end  :  a  circular  part»  and  a  square  east  end,  of  three  ailes** 
This  and  the  tower  are  additions,  of  a  comparatively  modeny 
date,  to  the  original  edifice.  Part  of  the  circular  building  » 
evidently  very  ancient,  probably  before  A.  D.  1300 ;  but  va- 
rious alterations  have  been  made  at  different  times.  Within  k 
circular  exterior  wall,  is  a  series  of  eight  columns,  also  disposed 
in  a  circle.  From  these  arise  eight  arches,  in  the  pointed  style> 
but  completely  plain  and  unadorned.  Over  the  colunitts>  the 
wall  assumes  an  octangular  shape.  Pour .  of  the  pillars^  hav« 
square  bases  and  capitals,  whilst  those  of  the  other  four  are  cir< 
cular.  Bridges  calls  them  "  of  the  tuscan  order  ;"  and  Orose, 
in  his  Antiquities,  repeats  the  same  terms ;  but  there  is  v^ry> 
little  of  the  Tuscan  or  Doric  style  displayed  in  the  atchitectuisiK 
of  this  building.  Here  was  evidently  a  church  in  the  time  of 
Henry  the  First,  as  that  monarch  gave  it,  with  four  acres  of 
land,  to  the  convent  of  St.  Andrew.  In  the  exterior  wall  of  the 
old  church,  are  two  ancient  door-ways,  three  windows,  and 
others  stopped  up  ;  also  a  piece  of  very  old  sculpture,  just  with- 
in the  western  door.  In  a  wall,  at  the  south-west  end  of  the 
church,  is  another  piece  of  old  sculpture,  representative  of  th^ 
crucifixion;  probably  the  top  of  a  stone-cross. 

Destroyed  Chu&ches.  It  has  already  been  remarked,  that 
Northampton  formerly  contained  seven  churches,  of  which  only 
four  remain,  the  others  having  been  destroyed  or  dilapidated.  It 

Vol.  XI.— Jan.  1810.  I      .  may 

*  Other  cLnrches  of  this  fotm  were  built  in  England,  hot  three  only  of - 
these  remain.  At  the  Temple,  Loudon ;  Liltle  Maplettead,  Essex  ;  and  that^ 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre ,  at  Cambridge  ;  Plan8,Views,and  Descripiions  of  all  thcs« 
arc  given  in  the  Architectural  AntUtuilki  of  Great  firitahh  Vol.  L  with  "  Ae 
£•••7  towardi  an  History  of  Teoples  and  Round  Chnrchtt." 
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juay  gratify  local  euriasity  to  point  otit  il^f  mit9»  &C.  df  tlie 
Just  withiMit  ike  norih-gate,  was  one  dcilicated  to  St*  Barthoii 
wfu.%  the  parish  holoiigin^  to  whitli,  is  luiilcd  to  that  of  8t, 
pnlchrc's.  The  chuvch-yard,  now  a  small  field,  in  called  La 
lets  Close,  a  corrtiption  Bridcjes  thinks,  "  from  I^wrence,  b 
trhich  name  it  a'}»pears  tu  have  been  known  in  iatt*f  tinica. 
i^etand  says,  that  he  '*  tAw  the  ruines  of  a  iar^e  Chapcih  wit 
oate  the  riorlh-gair.'* 

Immediately  wlihontthc  eastern  gatt  of  the  to\vn,ifTL«  ^chttrrk 
Jedicatcd  to  St.  EthwmL  \Vli?cli  appears  to  have  been  standing 
ih  the  time  of  Henry  the  liighth.     Near  l>t.  Pcter^s  church,  w 
that  oY  St.  Grrgori/,  the  ??ite  and  huilding^s  of  which  M-ere  graiite 
in  1577,  for  a   Gtttmmar'schoni,  with   the  vicarage   hou^e,  f* 
the  me  of  the  master.     Part  of  the  church  is  still  appropriat 
to  the  school- bonse. 

In  St.  Mary 's-street,  eastward  of  the  castle,  was  i  eHritrckf  de- 
dicated to  the  **  BUsstd  Virgin'*  which  tvatt.  united  to  th* 
carage  of  All  Saints,  in  1389.     A   chnrhtti  S(,  Aficftad,  n 
seated  in  St,  i\Ii^hac^s-bnc,  now  calkd  Coek-laiie,  north 
Abingdon-streef.     The  parish  is  annexed  to  St  SepiUrhiir**. 
the  parish  of  All  Sfihits,  uas  St.  Cathnrintu  Chapef,  hi  the  cem 
try  belonging  to  which,  it  was  former Jy  tmu^axty  t*i  inter  t 
bodies  of  those  persons  who  died  of  the  pUi^ae.    besides  titesei 
there  appears  to  have  been  St,  Martinis  Chapel,  ih  St.  Mirtin* 
street,  and  Sty  Mar^r^t'ti  Church  ^f^\{\^t^^n  the  wtst-gat«.  Most 
these  buildings  were  annexed  to  the  oioiiaMety  of  St.  ^iiidrevr 
Hugh  Wells,  Bisliop  of  Lincoln  early  in  the  thirteenth  centnryi 

Korlhampton  formiTly  contained  sevehil  ftioiuufJe  v 
ment?  and  edilite^  biit  fcifr  of  these  are  reniainint;.  In 
shew  fbe  rtale  of  the  j^lnce  anterior  t6  tlie  titne  of  flirtirt 
"Rlghili,  who  like  most  tyraii^iical  nionarchs,  tlTectvd  tcitfn*  gt»od, 
uitlioiit  intending  it,  we  propose  to  i;ive  a  short  account  ©f 
thft  dilVercnl  rrligioti*;  fonndatibus,  which  >verc  sttctessircly 
•stablished  in  the  town.  The  first,  in  order  of  lime,  appears 
iavw  bteu  the  Puiyiv  op  St,  Anobew,  siiualcd  at  the  norths, 
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ivesttm  pstft  of  the  townj  near  the  river,  ami  was  foundod  ant(s< 
tior  to  the  year  107Q ;  for  in  lOM,  Simon  <ie  St.  Liz  rcpaire4 
the  buildings,  and  augmented  the  endowments.  It  was  also  then 
Made  a  cell  tA  the  Abbey  of  St.  Mary  dc  Caritate  ;  an^i  prugfes- 
9it^\y  was  Hiuch-eitficbed  by  the  gifts  of  several  royal  and  n^ 
ble  persons.  By  a  survey  taken  the  tweuty-sixth  of  Henry  th^ 
Eighth,  its  anttnal  levenues  were  rattid  at  2GiJ/.  7^.  Id,  clear  of 
all  deduction^.  The  last  prior  of  St.  Andrens,  was  appointed 
tjbe  first  dean  of  Peterborough  cathedral,  ay  a  reward  for  hi^ 
submissive  acquiescence  to  the  commissioners.  Several  eminent 
persons  wete  interred  here.,; 

The  Franciscans  or  Grey-Friars,  had  an  establishment  in  'Sot* 
Ihsunpton,  toon  after  their  coming  into  England.  Tbey  origt- 
Aally  hired  a  habitation  in  St.  Giles's  parish,  but  afterwards 
built  one  on  ground  given  them  by  the  town,  in  the  year  1245, 
John  Wirtdlowe,  the  last  warden,  and  t^n  of  his  brethren,  sur- 
ir^ndered  their  poor  revenues  of  6L  13«.  ^tL  per  annum,  28th  of 
October^  15S9;  after  which  the  Friary  was  granted,  to  on« 
diehard  Tairerner. 

INear  this  house  was  a  PRtoBv  of  Carmelites,  or  White-Friars^ 
founded  in  1971,  by  Sira^n  Mountfort  and  Thomas  Chetwood. 
It  was  valued  al  10/.  10«.  per  annum,  and  .granted  to  William 
Ram«sdeB  after  being  resigned  by.  John  Howel,  the  last  prior> 
«iid  ei^ht  brethren. 

The  Dominicans,  or  Black  Fkurs,  were  fixed  here  befora 
1940.  John  Dalyngton  was  either  fbunder  or  a  considerable 
benefector  to  this  establishment.  Its  annual  revenues  were  only 
^.  lie  5il.  It  was  resigned  to  the  crouii  by  its  prior,  William 
X>yckyilfi,  and  seven  of  its  fiiurs. 

William  Peverel,  natural  son  to  the  Conqueror,  founded  be- 
fore 1112,  a  house  of  BJack  Canons,  in  honor  of  St.  James,  lu 
annual  revenues  amounted  to  17 5L  Ss,  2d.  according  to  Dugdale  ; 
•r  313^  lis.  2i.  according  to  Speed.  Heonr  the  Eighth  granted 
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it  to  Nicbnlas  Gitfard.     Its  last  abbot  was  William  BfokJeit 
who,  Willi  fiTe  monks,  rrsigncJ  it  in  1540* 

The  Alstis  FaiARs  or  Friahs  Eremites,  had  «  bousi 
in  Briclge-sirect,  founded  in  13^,  by  Sir  John  Longuerille, 
cf  Wolverton,  in  Buckinghamshire  ;  and  several  persons  of  bii 
name  were  interred  here.  John  Goodwyn,  the  prior,  with 
tevcn  friars,  resigned  it  to  the  king  in  1539.  It  waa  noon  after- 
wards granted  to  Robert  Dighton.    Its  r€Tenue«  are  unknown. 

Tlie  College  or  All  Saints,  was  founded  in  1459,  with  li- 
berty of  purchasing  to  the  value  of  twenty  roarks.  It  consisted 
only  of  two  fello\vs»  In  15ti5,  it  \V2S  found,  clear  of  all  reprizeii 
to  bt}  worth  ^39^.  id.  College>lanej  in  thi»towu,  takoft  its 
from  it* 


The  Hospital  of  St.  John,  an  ancient  building   in  Briifg**^ 
itreelf  consists  of  a  chapel,  a  large  hall,  with  apartments 
the  brethren,  and  two  rooms  aliove  for  the  co-brothers, 
stair-case  is  painted,  and  the  chapel   window  is  handsome 
form  and  ornaments.     This  hospital  was  founded  for  the 
tion  of  infirm  poor  persons,  probably  by  William  St.  Clei 
archdeacon  of  Jsorthampton,  who  died  possessed  of  that  dignit] 
in  1168.     Ho  is  suppusL'd  tu   have  been  brother  to  one  ol 
Simon  St*  Clere's;  but  Leland  justly  insinuates  that  they  nei 
were  called  by  that  name,  but  by  that  of  St.  Liz. 

Near  tlii«  place,  close  to  the  tjite  of  the  south  gatc^  is  St. 
iiAs's  Hospital,  which  was  founded  iji  1450,  in  honor  of  St. 
mas  Becket.  It  was  first  en<lowed  for  twelve  poor  people,  but 
additional  revenue  was  granted  by  Sir  John  Langham»  in  1654«^ 
for  nix  more.  Another  alms-man  is  supported  by  a  lliird  h^ 
quest,  lefi  by  Richard  Massingberd.  The  front  of  this  bospitai 
js  urnainenled  with  niches^  pointed  windows^  and  a 
shields  in  panels. 

Afuong  the  public  buiIJiugs  and  e&ttibtishmcnU  of  the 
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■frtie  is  more  prominent  in  iitility>  or  larger  in  Kise,  than,  tha 
^BNEBAL  Infirmart.  This  WHS  begun  in  1791,  and  opened  in 
1793.  It  stands  on  the  eastern  side  of,  but  detached  from,  th« 
town,  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  which  gradually  slopes  to  the 
south.  The  building,  which  cost  about  15,000/.  consists  of 
three  stories  above  ground,  and  one  beneath,  and  is  admirably 
disposed  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  the  sick.  Qnt 
side  of  the  house  is  appropriated  to  male,  and  the  other  to  fem»k| 
patients.  The  whole  was  designed  and  built  by  Mr.  Saxtoo,  ar- 
chitect, and  is  faced  with  stone,  from  the  Kings>thorpe  quarriet ; 
the  proprietor  of  which  made  a  present  of  the  whole.  This  was 
a  noble  and  liberal  act.  The  establishment  is  supported  by  tbf 
interest  arising  from  numerous  legacies  and  annual  subscrip- 
iions ;  and  it  must  aftbrd  much  gratification  to  the  benevolent 
and  humane  mind,  to  contemplate  the  extensive  benefit  tha^ 
has  been  afforded  by  this  infirmary.  According  to  the  last  re- 
port of  the  committee  in  August,  1809,  there  appear  to  bare 
been  cured,  during  the  preceding  year,  '*  1859  in  and  out-pa- 
tients ;''  and  since  the  first  opening  of  the  infirmary  in  1744,* 
there  have  been  44,147  persons  "  perfectly  cured,''  besides 
5,780,  who  had  derived  "  great  benefit."  Exclusive  of  medical 
and  surgical  aid,  the  establishment  provides,  what  are  no  mean 
auxiliaries  in  the  cure  of  distempers,  proper  accommodatiom*, 
anutani  Mtgntion,  Vfiih  ivhoUsome  and  nutruiQU9food.  "  In  our 
.charitable abode, say  the  committee,  "nothing  is  denied  thai 
can  any  way  promote  recovery/'  The  society  is  regulated  by 
a  grand  visitor,  (Duke  of  Grafbn,)  president,  (Earl  Spencer,) 
^vernors,  and  such  a  number  of  officers  and  servants,  as  from 
,^ime  to  time  sh^ll  be  found  necessary,       i 
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*  PreTions  to  the  year  1793  the  Old  CfWify-TiifinMiy  wts  omt  All  Saints 
Church,  in  the  raidtt  of  the  town,  and  this  only  afiordcdielief  to  poerpenons 
beluoging  to  the  county  ;  but  at  its  removal  wai  made  S  GMrral  Infirmary^ 
and  intended  to  administer  its  aid  to  all  persona  properly  recommtnded,  or  V^ 
sny  when  required  by  snddoD  emergency. 
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Nfar  All  Saints  Church  is  the  Old  Coitsty  Gaol,  now 
vi?rted  into  the  tttrnkvy^s  lodgt,  a«d  debtor's  prison.  It 
ofi^inully  built  by  SirThomus  Hn^ittfwoodj  as  a  private  house* 
Kehind  this  is  the  Aru'  Gaol  which  was  began  in  I79l»  au4 
finished  in  1794.  It  was  built  from  the  designs  of  Mr  Bretitng*- 
biiijT,  architect,  and  eosit  between  lo^OOO/.  and  16,00U/.  It  isar^ 
vdDgcd  according  tfi  lluward'splau^and  ivili  hold  aJxvut  1: 
prisfmers. 

The  Ttnvn  gaol  inTish-lane,  h  a  small  modem  buUdlne:.  Kcaf  | 
the  cast  end  of  All  SaiiUs  Church,  tsrh^?  Cnoyrv  Hau.  or  Sfui 
stonx'hottsi',  a  large  room,  httcd  ujt  fnr  the  two  courts  of  Ki»i« 
Prius  and  Crown. 

At  the  northern  f*\tr^m»ty  <^t  ^ii^  inwn,  iKjiTimgc  of  mnderai 
buildinjfs,  f-rectcd  in  1796,  and  appropriated  to  iJALavi  il^ 
Tietv  TuEATitE  h^i^*  h<?qn  buiU  in  <ioW-«truet. 

ABiuEfVtvT  S^MiioL  wos  ««tibtt9li«d  here  nhont  the  y! 
1710,  by  John  Drydcw,  H^j.  <'rt'die«l©rtiin,  who  gave  his  houat, 
calted  the  Gtnrge  Inn,  to  endow  it.  The  trustees  appotuied  to 
snperintfnd  this  charity,  obtained  an  Art  of  Parliament,  a  fr*' 
years  a^o,  to  sell  this  hou.-se,  and  ijivest  the  money  in  the  fundi, 
and  appntpriiite  the  intereat  to  the  stfhooL  The  Geor;j€  Ina 
T^-as  pufchascd  by  a  society  of  several  persons,  wlio  sub^^ribed 
50/.  each,  and  is  nmv  thi^ir  property. 

Brown  ScfiooL*  The  late  Jtimi'^  Earl  of  yoi<iiam|iliun^  md 
other  gentlemen  of  the  county,  gave  Ktveral  sums  of  monrr  m 
tlic  Corp<^trati«»>t,  wIjo  purchased  an  estate  at  Bugbrooke,  ihc 
rents  arf^insr  from  which  is  ap|)lt€d  to  clothe  twenty  poorfpe*' 
men,  and  ud iicate  and  c!othe  twent^^-iive  boys  ol'  fir^enici. 
Whrii  the  revenues  have  been  inadeqiiate  to  pay  the  amnal 
charjjes,  tin.  deficiency  hi-i  been  made  up  by  the  Corporation. 

Green  School.  Mr.  Clabriol  Newton,  in  1761,  guve  a  rent 
charge  of^ti/.  [>frf  uniiom.  tjopmvide  twenty-fivt*  poor  boys  witb 
clothing  and  <»dncatinn  ;  hut  this  Biun  being  ioJiUtliciciiT, 
Curpnralioii  advance  the  rtrmaimng  money  ucccssary  to 
the  esta!diLdinieLtt. 

A  GiftL'a  School,  was  founded  hereby  two  ladies  io  1738, «»1 
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tndovtd  urith  lancU  aiid  houses  to  support  aiid  educate  thirty 
poor  girls.  The  revenues  Uavi^  increased*  six  more  diildrea 
.are  also  now  provided  fur. 

In  the  year  1778,  An  4ct  qf  PttrliMtent  was  obtained  -for 
paving,  lighting,  watching^  ^.ci^e  town;  but  this  being ibiiiid 
insuificieut,  a  new  act  was  procured  in  1 797.  To  carry  this  into 
.effect,  the  comraiMioners  expended  about  10,0U(M.  to  meet  th« 
interest  for  which,  a  rate  of  l«.i>c/.  hi  the  i>ound,  is  levied  on  the 
rental  of  .the  bouses.  In  consequence  of  this  act»  nearly  all  th« 
streets  and  huies  •f  Northampton  are  paved,  both  for  carriages  and 
foot  passeugprs ;  and  as  the  town  is  chiefly  built  on  jthe  slope,  and 
near  the  top  of  a  hill,  it  is  generally  clean  and  pleasant.  Near 
its  centre  is  a  large  open  area,  surrounded  by  shops  and  private 
iiousts,  called  the  Sqitatv,  or  Market-place.  In  the  centre  of 
tliis  is  a  large  public  puinp,  and  at  one  side  is  a  reservoir  of  wa> 
,ter,  called  the  Great  Cojuluii.  In  the  town  are  several  ehapels> 
appropriated  to  diilerent  sects  or  religious  societies.  That'call- 
jsd  the  Caitle-HiU  Mauing  is  a  large  commodious  building,  and 
ibelongs  to  the  Independents.  The  justly  celobratedDr.  Dod^ 
^idge,i},  D.  preached  here-for  twei&ty-two  years,  and  also  si>» 
4>erinten4ed  an  academy,  which  by  his  learning  and  judicious  ma* 
-nagement,  obtained  considerable  reputation.  .Close  application 
iiQwovcr  occajsioiied  o  consumption  of  the  lungs,  to  mitigate,  or 
.cure  which,  he.wsis  adviticd  to  vUit  Lisbon,  w-here  he  died  in 
'1-7 5il.  In  this  cliapel,  a  small  mural  tablet*  records  ^hisname  and 
4nemory ,  and  contains  an  epitaph,  written  by  Gilbert  West. 

Another  Mecting-HouMc  for  Indepeiidcnti,  was  erected  here  jn 
J  776,  in  which  are  several  4iiuall,  but  handsome  monumental  me« 
mortals.  The  baptists*  Meetings  a  large  building,  was  formerly 
noted  by  the  preachin;:^  of  the  Rev.  J.  Ryiand,  who  oiTiciated  in 
it  for  some  time,  and  was  buried  here.  The  Moravians, 
•Method ictts,  and  Quakers  have  also  chapels  in  the  town. 

1 4  Nortbamptoa 

*  A  print  of  this,  with  a  portrnit  of  the  Doctor,  arc  annexed  to  ■  new  aai 
•oniplcte  edition  of  bit  works,  publitlied  by  Mattbewt  and  Lfifih,  Loadwa. 
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Northamptrf^n  contains  a  fen-  OU  ManMom^  entitled  to  notke. 
Near  St.  Peter's  Church,  is  a  large  old  house,  with  windows  aop- 
ported  on  brackets,  and  other  e:iterior  mark*  of  ancient  architeC' 
ture-  This  belonged  to  the  Heselreges,  of  whom  some  accoxint 
hat  been  given  in  Vol.  IX.  p.  452,  of  this  work.  In  Uorse-shoe- 
lane  are  some  remains,  in  out-house5,  a  ;;ab!e  end  with  bow- 
window,  battlements,  &c.  of  a  bouse  which  belonged  to  Sir  Ed* 
fnond  Bray.  At  the  bottom  of  Bridge-street,  Lady  Ferraor  bad 
a  muiision,  the  remains  of  which  are  converted  into  small  tene- 
ments. At  the  north-eastern  corner  of  the  Markei-iquare,  it 
an  old  housCj  having  some  shields,  with  arm?,  the  date  of  1595, 
and  other  omamenls  on  it«  principal  front.  It  is  supposed  to 
have  belonged  to  the  Ives  family* 

The  toi!;n.  of  Norifuimpion  may  be  said  to  be  divided  into  four, 
nearly  equal  parts,  by  two  streets,  running  east  and  weat,  and 
north  aiid  &outh.  Both  the^e  streets  are  wide  and  commodious, and 
each  extends  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  iSlost  of  the  houses  are 
huiltof  a.  reddish  coloured  sand-stone,  dug  from  quarries  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;but  some  are  constructed  of  stone  of  a  yellowish 
lint,  and  a  few  are  brick  buildings.  At  the  eastern  extremity 
of  the  town,  a  pleasant  walk  has  been  made,  its  sides  planted  with 
hedges  and  trees,  and  thus  rendered  peculiarly  eligible  as  a  pro- 
menade fur  healthful  exercise.  It  is  called  rigo  Paradise  H'alk,  or 
the  New  tralk,  and  was  formed  at  the  expence  of  the  CorporatiiML 
At  the  lower  extremity  is  a  spring  of  chalybeate  water,  in- 
closed with  steps  and  walls;  and  near  the  upper  end  is  ajiother 
•pring  of  clear  water,  kuovvii  by  the  name  of  Thomav  a  Becket*i 
UeiL  At  the  north  side  of  the  town  is  a  tract  of  laiid,  which, 
in  the  year  1778,  was  an  open  field  of  894  acres,  but  in  tlial 
year  an  act  was  obtained  to  inclose  it»  About  129  acres  of  ihif 
was  then  allotted  to  the  freemen  of  the  town,  for  cattle»  &c.  bat 
it  was  provided  in  the  act  that  liie  same  may  be  clainied  and  used 
as  a  race  course  for  any  two  days  between  the  20th  of  July  aod 
20lh  of  October.  Two  weekly  KewspaperM  are  published  iji 
Northampton  i   besides  which,  three  respectable  bopksellcrs* 

ihopfc 
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shops,  and  some  circulating  book  societies^  tend  to  promote  thd 
great  ends  of  liberal  enquiry,  and  promulgate  useful  knowledge. 
One  of  the  latter,  called  *'th©  General  Library,**  contains  af!^g« 
and  accuniulating  gtock  of  valuable  scientific  books;  and  it 
established  on  a  plan  likely  to  render  it  permanent,  and  increas* 
ingly  advantageous  to  all  the  members.  From  literature  to 
public  characters,  is  an  easy  and  natural  transition;  and  it  wiU 
be  found  that  Northampton  has  given  birth  to  some  persons  of 
eminence,  who  may  be  properly  classed  among  the  worthies  of 
the  county,  Richard  and  Adam  of  Northampton,  were  born 
here,  and  both  were  advanced  to  the  Episcopal  See  of  Ferns,  in 
Ireland ;  the  first  in  1289,  and  the  second  in  lS2i, 

John  of  Northampton,  or  according  to  his  Latin  name  Jo' 
annet  Avonius,  was  a  Carmelite  friar,  in  this  his  native  place.  He 
was  author  of  a  work,  entitled,  '*  The  Philosopher**  King"  snott 
of  perpetual  almanack,  which  was  "  esteemed  a  master«piece  of 
that  age."     He  lived  in  1340. 

Samuel  Fisher  was  the  son  of  a  shop*keeper  of  the  town,  and 
after  practising  as  a  pni^itanical  minister,  for  eleven  years,  at 
Lydde  in  Kent,  turned  Anabaptist,  and  zealously  inculcated  tho 
tenets  of  that  sect.  Like  a  true  enthusiast,  he  also  published 
several  pamphlets  to  promulgate  his  sentiments  and  doctrines. 
The  Quakers  having  attracted  his  attention,  and  presenting  to 
his  imagination  some  novelty,  he  next  adopted  their  creed,  and 
advocated  their  cause.  With  a  degree  of  zeal,  bordering  on 
crazy  quixotism,  he  undertook  a  journey  to  Rome,  for  the  avow»^ 
ed  purpose  of  converting  the  Pope  to  the  Uuaker  tenets ;  bat 
iailing  in  his  mission,  returned  to  England,  and  continued  to  re* 
commend  the  cause  of  Quakerism,  till  death  checked  his  wild 
career  of  fanaticism.  After  the  restoration  of  King  Charles  the 
Second,  he  held  a  conventicle  in  London,  for  which  he  was  im- 
prisoned in  Newgate,  but  obtaining  his  release,  retired  to  Hack- 
ney, where  be  died  of  the  plague,  in  October,  1665. 

Dr.  Samuej.  Parker,  Bishop  or  Oxford,  was  born  in  1640,  and 
received  the  first  rudimcnu  of  tducation,  in  this  town,  whenoe 

ht 
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/omored  to  Oxford.  Here  he  was  fim  a  student  of  Waclham  Col- 
lege, and  afterwards  of  Trinity  College-  In  the  early  part  of 
Jiisjhfc  he  cftpoiLsed  the  cause  of  the  purjlau^,  but  soon  desoted 
ih*^m,  and  zealously  a<.lvot'aled  the  Church  ot'  England's  doctrines^ 
III  }ij65,  be  published  a  work,  called  "  Textaminu"  Stc.  aiid  waft 
Also  aiitlior  of  **  a  IlisJory  i>C  his  own  Times,"  which  has  been 
j^iUd  vu  Latui  and  J'.ngii&h.  Sen  itely  cnurtiag  the  favour  of 
^fSin^  Smuci  the  Second,  that  monarch  rewarded  his  court  sy- 
\(C'0|.ihimcy,  'n'  making  him  Privy  Couuju;ilor  and  Bisba]>  of  Oac- 
■fyrd*     H*-'  diod  in  1687. 

Dr.  Thomas  Cartv*  right,  Pifhop  of  Chester,  was  also  a  nap- 
live  of  Northnnipton.  He  gradually  adviuiccd  himstrlf  in  (lie 
.churchj  and  was  progressively  appomtcd  Vicar  of  Walthaui- 
^tow,  ill  liij^x ;  Iktniestic  Cliaplain  tu  Henry  Duke  of  Glou- 
cester; Doctor  of  Divinity  J  Prebendary  of  Tivyford,  in  th« 
cathtdral  <»f*Si,  PauTs  Loridon;  Minister  of  St.  ThomavS  Apostle, 
Londun  ;  Dean  of  l(ij»on  ;  and  next,  Y3ij*hop  of  C heritor.  Kin^ 
[Juneii  thcSucond  ai\crward.H  made  him 'one  of  the  ecclesiaslical 
coinnnssioners,  juid  on  the  diath  of  Scth  Ward,  Bishop  of  Sali)v* 
Lui'y,H[>p<)uiled  biiii  Titular  Bishop  of  that  See.  Following  bb 
royal  master  to  Ireland,  he  died  there  tJi  1t>89,  and  vims  buried 
jn  Christ-chiirr  h,  Dublin.  Several  of  his  sermons,  and  a  speech 
iipoken  iit.Miijididcn  Collego,  Oxford,  are  in  print.  A  portraii 
.fif  him  has  been  engraved  in  IVIczzotinto,  by  J.  Bcckct,  froio  « 
r|MCtuc«  bv  Sot  St. 

William  Beaufi',  a  native  of  Northampton,  wu*  a  carmelitA 
frior  here,  and  wroiv  an  account  of  tht;  *'  Mirnc^a  of  the  Blttud 
Virgin  j\Iuiy  ;"  a  "  Ltcture  qfLeniinua/'  &c.  He  al.<KO  trausUted 
dilTerent  works  out  of  French  into  Latjn,  and  dying  here,  wai 
inlCirred  iiihiri  nion:i:ilei y.  Anno.  Doni.  IS90. 

HoBEHT  Bhuwn,  the   celebrated  founder  oC  the    Brownist*. 

from  whom  have  sprung  the  numerous  and  respectable  sect  of 

Indefjendt'Uts,  was  a  iiiitivc  of  this  town,  according  to  Collter,* 

and  after  having  studied  divinity  in  the  UiUA^ersity  of  Cambridge, 

riie  became  a  schoul-inasLer  in  Houthuark.     However  be  was 

fc  destineii 
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li^stined  to  act  a  more  prominent  character  on  the  «tage  of  fifie^ 
and  instead  of  teaching  youth  the  rudiments  of  laugua^ej  ho  udp 
dertook  to  instruct  adults^  in  what  he  deemed,  the  true  princi- 
ples of  religion.  He  therefore  determined  to  preach  and  prac- 
tice a  new  system  ;  and  accordingly,  about  the  year  1580,  "he 
began  to  inveigh  with  intemperate  vehemence  and  ardoor 
•against  the  discipline  jnd  ceremonies  of  the  Church  of  £ngllkp4, 
representing  her  government  hs  anti-christlan,  her  sacraments  at 
superstitious,  her  liturgy  as  u  mixture  of  Popery  and  Paganism, 
and  the  mission  of  her  clcM-gy  as  no  better  than  that  of  Baal'i 
priests  in  the  Old  Testament/'*  Persecuted  for  these  opinions^ 
and  his  conduct  in  promulgating  them,  he  fled  to  Middleburgb. 
Here  he  established  himself,  and  published  three  tracts,  entitled, 
1.  "A  Treatise  on  Reformation,"  &c.  2.  "  A  Treatise  u|M)n 
the  23d  chapter  of  Matthew,"  &c.  and  3.  *'  A  Book,  which 
sheweth  the  Life  and  Manners  of  all  True  Christians,"  &c. 
Returning  to  England,  and  persisting  in  cherishing  and  dis- 
seminating his  new  tenets,  he  experienced  much  persecution 
from  the  established  prelates.  Some  of  these  at  last  frightened 
hinu  into  apparent  submission^  and  he  was  then  appointed  to  a 
rectory  in  this  county.  Here,  according  to  Fuller,  he  had  a 
church,  in  which  he  never  preached,  and  a  wife,  with  whom  he 
never  lived.  Opposing  some  proceeding  of  a  parish  Constable, 
he  was  arrested,  and  conveyed  to  Northampton  gaol,  on  a  bed 
in  a  carl,  being  above  eighty  years  of  age.  In  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  he  boasted  of  having  **  been  committed  to  32  prisons  j'* 
and  here  he  died  in  ICSO.f 

Overstone-Hall,  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  Spelhoe  Hun- 
dred,  is  a  respectable  mansion;  and  after  having  been  occupiod 
hy  various  proprietors,  was  purchased  of  the  iate  Ix>rd  Bro%vu- 
Jow,  by  John  Kipling,  Esq.  its  presei^t  possessor.    A  now,  ami 

very 

*  Rees's  Cyclopsdia,  article  Brown. 
1  See  a  copious  arcount  of  bim,  histeoct?*,  and  ativeutures  io  Biograpliia 
Sritaimica,  Vol.  II.  17^0. 
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T«ry  ne^t  Church ,  with  windows  of  staini'd  gl^ss,  has  been  built 
here,  at  the  sole  exiJense  of  Mr.  Kipling. 

PifsroRD,  a  small  village  about  fire  miles  north  of  Nortbam 
ton,  IS  seated  vn  an  elevated  dry  soil,  but  Is  sinj^ularly  well  wap 
tered:  for  as  Morton  reports,  in  a  field  of  about  twelve  hurt- 
dreds,  al  tlus  place  "  there  are  at  least  twelve  hundred  sjjring%. 
hnd  no  fewer  than  twenty-four  little  rills,"  besides  s^rrral  other 
"springs  arising  from  the  sloping  sides  of"  four  or  five  little  Tal- 
lies.*' Ill  this  parish*  near  the  great  turnpike  road,  is-a  sepuK 
chrat  tumulu«»  knowu  by  the  name  of  Longnmn*s-UiU.  On  ft 
heath  here,  is  a  small  encampment,  called  Lafrow-Dj/lct,  the  cif* 
curavallatiou  of  which  was  formerly  of  a  Mjuurc  form,  but  only 
two  sides  remain,  one  of  which  is  about  eighty  ysu'da  iti  Ici^gtb^ 
III  this  parish  is  Pttsfoud-Hall,  which  has  been  occuj/ied  for 
•ome  years  by  Colonel  Corbet,  The  house,  a  re  |  ect^Me  ino* 
derii  buildjng,  consists  of  a  centre  and  two  wings. 

Robert  Skinner,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  was  the  second  sun  O: 
Kdniund  Skinner,  rector  of  thi!*  palish*  He  received  his  educati 
at  Oxford,  and  heeoniing  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  was  tutor 
to  the  celebrafedChiUingworth.  He  successively  obtained  Om 
Bishoprics  of  Bristol  and  Oxford,  holding  the  livings  of  Greens- 
Norton  in  this  county,  and  Launton  near  Bicester,  in  commen* 
ilam;  being  deprived  of  his  see  on  the  fall  of  episcopacy,  h* 
retired  to  Laupton,  where  he  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  only 
prelate  who  conferred  orders  during  the  CcmmoniveaUh.  At 
the  Restoration,  he  was  re-iastated;  and  in  1G63  wa«  translated 
to  Wiirctfjiti'T,  wlifcre  he  <Ued  in  1670,  and  is  interred  in  the  ca* 
thedral  church  of  that  city** 


At  Spratton,  about  six  miles  from  Northampton,  is  a  hand* 
tome  house*  occupied  at  present  by  John  Bambrigge  Storey,  Esij. 
Thi  tower  of  the  church  is  a  Ifine  specimen  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 

si^Le* 
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•tyle.  Ttie  western  entrance  is  formed  of  semi-circular  reoeding- 
arches,  supported  by  columns  with  decorated  capitals,  over 
which  is  a  double  row  of  semi-circular  mouldings ;  the  lower 
one  of  chevron,  and  the  upper  of  varied  tracery.  A  range  of 
arches  between  pillars  embraces  the  norths  west,  and  soutk. 
sides.  The  belfry  window  consists  of  a  Saxon  arch,  divided  ia 
the  centre  by  a  mullion,  and  at  each  extremity  a  smaller  ard^ 
pointed :  above,  are  two  fillets^  with  grotesque  heads  under* 
neath,  surmounted  by  an  octagonal  spire;  which,  with  tb«. 
body  of  the  church,  are  comparatively  of  modern  date.  Tb^ 
inner  door  of  the  south  porch  is  also  of  the  Saxon  style.  Oi| 
an  altar  monument,  in  the  chauntry-chapel,  is  the  figure  of  a 
knight  in  white  marble,  with  a  wild  boar  at  his  feet;  and'  on 
various  parts  of  his  girdle  the  initials  I.  S.  traditionally  suppoc* 
«d  to  be  Sir  John  Swinford. 

Weston  Favel,  a  pleasant  village  between  Abington  and 
Great  Billing,  at  one  period  boasted  of  three  mansions,  belong- 
ing to  the  families  of  Ekins,  Holman,  and  Harvey,  all  of  which 
are  dilapidated.  Within  the  walls  which  encircled  one  of  them 
is  a  cherry  orchard,  with  which  this  neighbourhood,  and  w% 
believe  no  other  part  of  the  county,  abounds.  1'he  Rev.  Jaraet 
Ilervey,  the  popular  author  of  Meditations,  &c.  who  possessed 
this  rectory,  and  preached  here  many  years  to  overflowing  con- 
gregations, lie^  in  the  chancel  under  a  plain  stone,  marked  b^ 
a  simple  inscription. 


NEWBOTTLE-GROVE,  or  NOBOTTLE  HUNDRED. 

Is  supposed,  but  improperly,  to  derive  its  name  from  a  largn 
plantation  of  Jirs,  situated  between  Dallington  and  Bramley; 
for  in  the  Domesday  Survey  this  district  is  denominated  Neve- 
Sole,  Nipc'ifoile,  and  Nmboitk  Grwe,    l^e  etymology  of  the 

compouAd 
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«<»iilpfiiind  implies  a  drruiar  vnood;  as  Neve  fncansi  rotmJ  or 
circular^  and  hate  in  Saxon  ligttifies  wootL  Tlio  riistrict  »tiU 
*boiint{s  with  gffcvcs»  aiid  timber  trees;  and  is  well  cultivated 
In  many  p:»i(^.  Tho  small  heaths  of  Brampton,  Harlfslon> 
BaHin^on,  find  Diisfont  are,  however,  left  in  awiUU  tnd  atmiwl 
onpmfitAhle  state.  Tbe  hundred  ccintntns  the  pwiRhes  Cif 
Hrh'j^ton,  BrorkhnfK  Bm^hrook^,  Chapel  Brtrntpioft,  Church 
Brampiotf,  Daltin^tm^  IMMtrtUt  Fliniert  EaMt-Hrnddon,  Hark- 
none,  It/n^pofe,  Hf^ford  Nether,  Meyfotd  Upper>  Hotdcnih^ 
Kf.ifih   '  '^'irenntharp€f  incYuding  the  Hamlet  of  Teeton^  Up^ 

fOff,  :u;  1. 


AtTOoitpF,  in  thf  parish  of  Bnn^ion,  is  the  seat  of  Earl 
Spencer.  Tlie  hou^e,  a  larg«  pile  of  building,  occupying  thrte 
sides  of  a  qu^drangli?,  vms  built  by  the  Ear!  of  Sunderland^  m 
the  year  1G88.  Mr.  Cough  states*  "  that  this  eMate,  fitc  has 
belnrtpfcd  to  ihe  Spencers  ever  since  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Se- 
venth. Robert  Lnnl  S]>en("cr  vns  succeeded,  IG97,  by  his  mn 
William,  nnd  be,  1(J37,  by  his  sou  Henry,  crejited  Earl  of  Sun^ 
dcHand  after  the  battle  of  EdgehiU,  lG4'2,and  slain  al  ibcljaUle 
of  Newbury  the  same  year/'  Morton  remarks,  that  AUhor|>  Ik 
memorable  for  three  things r  "  I.  The  exactneM  of  the  propor- 
tions of  ill  the  partf«p  both  without  and  within,  '  'Iv 
that  lift  he  gallery*.  2.  For  the  dry  moat  \tIii  i  <-» 
the  houf»e  upon  three  Aides.  ^.  For  the  parbP'i  What  the 
ualnral  historian  dfcnicd  sidjj<  tls  of  beauty,  or  objects  of  td- 
Diiration,  arc  not  coii^jdercd  so  now.  fur  as  an  example  of  do- 
mestic architecture,  the  Uoiise  of  Althorpe  does  not  present 
the  leant  chums  to  beauty,  !c:raiidein-,  or  symmetry.  Tlie  moat« 
oiigiiialJy  filled  with  water,  is  obliterated,  and  tho  fiquared  gar- 
den plots,  walkS)  fee*  have  been  superseded  by  lerel  l^\vns. 
The  t^^ontents  of  this  mansion  are,  however,  highly  interesting 
and  valuable;  in  iis  large  and  fine  collection  of  picturtty  mul 


•  Bcitjuima,  VqI.  IL  p.  ^75,  ed,  1789. 
I  Ntuunt  History,  p.  495. 
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tast  library  of  choice  books.  lu  the  latter  article.  Lord  Spewk 
cer  is  l»uddbly  emulous  ofiposaessing  the  most  Enlarged  and  w&k 
iected  collection  in  England ;  and  it  is  generally  admitted  tba* 
he  has  sacceeded.  The  books  at  Althorpe  fill  three  or  fwti 
apartments,  besides  \vhlcii,.his  lordship  has  a  mocb  larger  librai^ 
at  his  iiouse  in  London.  Th^  pictures  here  are  also  numerous^  aiid 
many  of  them  of  the  first  class.  A  few  of  these  can  on>y  bs 
noticed  on  the  present  occasion.  Portraits^-A  Head  o£  Cbv* 
naro  by  Titian: — Another  of  a  young  man  of  the  Cornaro  £i* 
tnily,  by  the  sanie  artist: — Hedd  of  the  hate  Lord  Lucaik>«-- 
Lord  Althorpe,  when  a  boy,  in  a  fine  landscape  by  Sir  Jodmm 
Reynolds:  another  of  Lady  Camdeni  by  the  ssme  admirable 
painter.  Head  of  Verrie,  by  himself: — Full  length  of  Rubim 
in  black,  by  Vandyck : — A  small  head  of  Hethy  VIIL  probably 
by  H.  Holbein:  full  length  of  William  Cavendith,  Duke  ^ 
Ktiicastle,  by  Vandyck :  another  of  Blizabethy  Counteu  oj  PkU 
mouth,  by  the  same :  also  a  full  length  of  RacheT,  GotmtesM  (f 
Southampton :  a  half  length  of  Aftcmisiu  Genteliscki,  vrith  Vwl^ 
kt,  &c.,by  herself:  a  head  of  Petio  Van  MoL  dated  1630rc 
full  lengths  of  George  Digby,  Earl  of  Bristol;  afid  Willram,  6A 
Earl,  and  1st  BuKe  of  Bedford:  Vandyck:  Venetia  Lady  Dighf 
after  death,  by  Vandyck :  lienry  VIIL  and  his  Children^  a  la»g« 
picture,  supposed  by  Holbein.  Ignatius  Loyola,  by  Titiatr: 
Duchess  of  DevoTishire,  a  full  length  in  a  landscape,  by  ^ 
Joshua  Reynolds:  i2e;?i6rdnd^'tf  ATo/A^r,  by  Rembrandt.  Plcv 
TUKEs — A  Soldier  in  Armour,  SaWaior  Rofia:  Landscape  aiMi 
figures,  H.  Micham :  Venus  and  Adonis,  Titian :  SampsoB  aliA 
a  Lion,  Gia.  Brandi :  Witches,  a  very  curious  pi^ture^  by  Stdfl 
JRosa:  Hermits  in  a  Cave,  >viihaCros8,  &C  D.  Tenicrt:  a 
fiWect  and  perfect  specimen  of  the  Master :  Schooknaster  and 
iiis  Scholar,  by  Lud.  Caracci.  A  Boy  blowing  a  pi«ce  of  biiAni^ 
ing  wuod,  ^calken :  Hero  and  Leander^  with  Dolphins,  &ic#  IV*- 
niers;  a  cmious  and  uirasoal  itort  of  picture  for  tbi^  itiaattt#^ 
Acis  and  Galatea,  by  N.  Poussin:  Holy  Family>  RafHieife,  4 
singularly  fine  and  highly  finished  picturey  by  this  immortal 
arti«t :  De^^^tit  from  the  Ul^MiJt^^  Pottsin :  dt.  Ciwtrles  Barottii* 
9  -ceUbratip; 
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celebrating  high  mns5,by  Domiiiichino:  landscape  with  HocM 
figures,  S<,L\  and  very  fine  bky,  by  D.  Tcniers:  Jewish  Sacrificej 
a  fine  sketch,  hy  Rubens:  a  Landscape,  witb  setting  siiu;  con- 
taining views  of  an  arch,  hay,  trees,  temple,  &c.  by  Ctaude :  • 
Descent  from  the  Cross,  by  Le  Brun. 

Tixe  pavk  at  Althorpe  is  distingui.slied  by  large  mafises  of  fo- 
rest trees,  and  ^eat  inequality  of  surface  in  the  natural  di^o* 
Bitiou  of  its  grounds. 


About  one  mile  north-west  of  Althorpe,  is  Brimctok,  called 
hriion,  in  the  church  of  which  village  are  several  large  and 
a(ate]y  monuments,  to  diiTcrcnt  persons  of  the  Spencer  family. 
Borne  of  the  tombs  are  designed  with  culumns,  pedimt^nts,  and 
Other  architectural  members :  and  most  of  them  contain  effigiei 
in  armour,  or  Willi  dresses  characteristic  of  the  respective  agef 
ivhen  they  lived.  These  are  in  a  private  chapel,  railed  off 
from  the  north  side  of  the  chancel :  and  besides  the  monuments, 
here  arc  various  swords,  pieces  of  armour,  with  panes  of  paint- 
ed glass  in  the  window.  As  most  of  the  persons^  interred  here, 
have  been  illustrious  by  title,  or  eminent  for  public  services,  it 
is  intended  to  give  a  short  account  of  them.  The  first  in  time, 
is  an  aicbed  recesn,  inclosing  an  eSigy  of  a  knight  in  armoufp 
\rith  another  of  his  lady,  in  the  dress  of  the  period  id  which 
fhe  lived;  and  at  their  feet  is  a  tablet  bearing  an  inscriptioDy 
recording  the  name  of  Sm  John  Spenceb,  Knt.  who  died  Apiil 
14,  \b2%\  and  Dame  Isabell  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  and 
co-heircsaes  of  Walter  Graunt,  Esq.  of  Snitter&eld«  in  the  coon* 
ty  of  Warwick. 

On  the  verge  of  an  altar  tomb,  placed  against  the  north  wall, 
16  a  Latin  inscription;  and  on  a  tablet  over«  on<f  in  English; 
both  purporting  that  in  this  sepulchre  were  mterred  the  remains 
of  Sm  William  ►SpENCEft,  KuU  and  Dame  Susan  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Knightley  csf  Fawsley,  Sir  William 
died  June  22,  A.D.  J 53a, 

Under  au  amhcd  murai  monument ^  which  is  gorgeously  omft- 

mented^  arc  the  Sgmes  of  a  knight  hx  ai-mour,  and  his  Udy,  re- 

7  cumbeji 
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<;umb«nt  on  an  altar  tomb,  with  their  hands  uplifted  in  a  sup- 
plicating posture ;  over  which  is  an  achievement  of  family  arms, 
and  against  the  wall  a  long  inscription,  stating  that  underneath 
are  deposited  the  bodies  of  Sir  John  Spencer,  Knt*  who  mar- 
ried Catherine,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Thomas  Kitson, 
Knt.  of  Hengrave,  in  the  ccmnty  of  Suffolk ;  he  died  November 
8,  A.D.  1586. 

A  large  monument,  having  a  canopy  supported  on  eight  co- 
lumns, and  with  t^'O  recumbent  statues,  is  raised  to  the  memory 
of  Sir  John  Spencer,  Knight,  who  died  1599;  and  his  lady> 
who  was  sole  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  Robert  Catelin,  Knt. 

Beneath  an  arch  supporting  a  handsome  monument,  on  a 
black  marble  tablet,  an  inscription  records  the  name  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Spencer,  Knt.  who  was  created  Baron  Spencer  of  Worm- 
leighton;  and  Margaret  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  and  co- 
heiresses of  Sir  Francis  Willoughby,  Knt.  of  Wollaton,  in  the 
county  of  Nottingham.  Lord  Robert  died  October  25,  AJ>. 
1627;  and  Margaret  his  lady  August  17,  1597.  This  monu- 
ment was  erected  A.D.  1599,  during  the  lifetime  of  the  noble- 
man whose  memory  it  preserves,  who  was  summoned  to  the 
peerage  in  the  reign  of  James  the  First. 

Under  an  arch  of  black  and  white  marble,  supported  by  eight 
black  marble  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order,  having  the  ca* 
pitals  white,  lying  on  an  altar  tomb,  are  the  figures  of  a  baron 
and  baroness,  dressed  in  their  state  robes.  Inscriptions,  on  tour 
separate  tablets,  state  that  this  elegant  memorial  is  a  tribute  of 
conjugal  affection  to  the  virtues  of  Sir  William  Spencer,  KnU 
of  the  Bath,  and  Baron  of  Wormleighton,  who  had  six  sons  and 
seven  daughters,  by  his  Lady  Penelope,  eldest  daughter  of 
Henry,  Farl  of  Southampton;  he  died  in  the  45th  year  of  his 
age,  A.D.  1G36.  The  other  tablets  .contain  appropriate  senti- 
ments. Tlic  statues  were  executed  for  Nicholas  Stone,  who  paid 
tbr  one  11/.  and  for  the  other  15/.  M^alpole'i  Works,  Vol.  III. 
p.  16. 

Vol.  XL— Jan.  1810.  K  Near 

•  Li  the  jNIngna  Britannia,  Vol.  IIL  p.  510,  it  is  stated,  that  Henry  Spen- 
cer, the  first  f^arl  of  Sunderland,  lies  interred  here.  He  was  a  zt^&ious  loysl. 
i  ft,  and  was  slain  at  the  batile  of  Newbury,  September  ?•>,  A.  i).  lw4K 


im 


NORTH  AMPTON&mHE. 


Ne-4f  the  monument  of  Sir  William  Spencer^  is  an  half-lengtti 


of 


uarbl* 


•hich 


statue  ui  un  anno*! 
bears  ail  inscTiptioti  to  Sir  Edward  Spe.vcer»  youngest  sou  of 
Eobcrt  Spencer,  Baron  of  Woimlcigluon.  He  died  in  l(>55, 
ngcd  GK  This  monument  was  creeled  by  his  disconsolate  wi- 
dow. A  marble  tablet,  with  a  female  ftgurc  personifying 
benevolence,  and  executed  by  Nollekens,  R.  A.  perpetuates 
the  incmury  of  John  Eakl  Si>enc&b,  born  Dec,  19,  17J4;  died 
Oct  JT,  VtSA.  yVn  epitaph,  in  a  liigh  straia  of  compliment, 
like  mimy  of  thoj^e  by  Pope,  h  attached  to  this  monum«atal  me- 
morial- On  the  floor  of  the  burial-place  and  chancel, are  varimis 
fla^  marble  i»lubs,  charged  with  the  family  arms,  and  divenin- 
striptjons.  One  comincmorates  Margaret  Spencer,,  daughter  of 
8ir  Robert  Spencer,  Knt,  Baron  of  Wormleighlon,  who  dirpartwd 
thiij  life  December  G,  A.D,  1613.  Another,  Mary  Spertcer^  se- 
cond daughter  of  William  Lord  Spencer,  who  died  Juiy  13, 
A.D.  IG22.  Collateral  to  thlis,  another  stone  is  sacred  to  thft 
mrmory  of  WiUiam  Spencer,  third  son  of  Richard  Spencer, 
3iBq,  who  diiid  Juno  2{),  1G31.  Both  these  died  in  their  ifl- 
lanc} 

Oil  tktl  -itonr^  in  tlio  chancel  are  inscriptions  to  RoUen  Speu- 
'cer,  Juii.  and  Baion  of  Wormlcighton;  and  stones  of  a  similar 
description,  mark  the  placM  of  interment  belonging  to  othor  ($- 
milics  of  less  celebrity. 

The  chorcU  conai^^ts  of  a  nave,  two  ailcs^n  ckancel,  with  a 
tower  at  the  west  end,  and  a  monumental  chapel.  Between  the 
chaiuel  ami  nave  is  a  carved  wood  screen^with  the  date  of  l(i05., 
This  building  is  siluattd  on  the  brow  of  an  eminence^  and  com- 
mands an  extensive  uod  diversified  tract  of  country. 

BuncKHAUL  IIoi  .1 ,  ^iiiiau  u  M)  tlic  parish  of  ilic  s^ime  namL% 
is  an  old  m-mslon  .  built  by  one  of  the  Eyton  family*     It  has 
been  greatly  enLirged  and  improved  by  the  Thorntons,  lords 
the  ntauor;  and  ii  nowtlic  residence  of  Thomas  Recxie  TAoritlon*,' 
Efq. 


DALU»CT03t 
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Dallington  Church  contains  several  handsome  monuments 
commemorative  of  the  Rayn^ord  fiatmily ;  and  is  celebrated  in 
the  records  of  biography  as  the  birth-place  of  Sir  Joseph 
Jekyl,  who  was  born  in  1663.  He  was  an  eminent  lawyer  and 
distinguished  patriot  By  his  attachment  to  the  whig  interest, 
and  the  zeal  he  displayed  in  conducting  the  trial  of  Dr.  Sache- 
verel,  he  obtained  considerable  interest  at  court  On  the  ac- 
cession of  George  the  First,  he  received  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood, and  was  made  master  of  the  rolls;  and  while  holding  that 
high  oflicial  situation,  he  publi^shed  a  treatise,  intitled  "  The 
Judicial  Authority  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Stated  and  Vin- 
dicated," ill  answer  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  King.  He  died  in 
the  year  1738. 

In  DusTGN  stood  the  very  ancient  monastery  of  St.  James's 
Abbey,  which  was  founded  by  William  Peverel,  natural  son  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  for  black  canons  of  the  Augustine  or- 
der ;  and  though  nO  precise  date  appears  upon  record  as  to 
the  time  of  its  foundation,  it  must  have  been  before  A.D.  11J2, 
as  the  founder  died  about  the  close  of  that,  or  the  commence^ 
meiit  of  the  following  year.  Though  it  does  not  appear  that 
this  was  ever  a  mitred  abbey,  the  abbot  not  having  been  in 
possesbion  of  a  barony,  yet  two  instances  occur  of  the  abbots 
having  been  summoned  to  parliament,  in  the  forty-ninth  of 
Henry  the  Third,  and  the  twelfth  year  of  Edward  the  Second. 
By  the  survey  taken  of  the  revenues  in  1553,  the  clear  annual 
income,  exclusive  of  all  customary  deductions,  amounted  to 
175/.  Hs.  2d.y  and  in  1559,  it  was,  with  its  possessions,  surren- 
dered to  the  royal  commissioners.  Some  remains  of  walls 
and  foundations,  are  all  the  vestiges  traceable  at  present,  of  this 
ancient  and  well  endowed  monastery. 

The  Delves,  as  they  are  provincially  termed,  in  the  parish  of 
Hablestone,  have  occupied  the  attention  of  some  antiquaries^ 
but  they  appear  to  be  simply  hollows  remaining  from  quarrie8> 
worked  out  or  disused.    The  place  has  been  famous*  from  re- 
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Faith  and  Hope.  In  the  cpntre  are  the  effigies  of  a  man' 
his  wife,  with  their  oflspriug.  On  a  marble  tablet  a  Latin  iii»j 
scription  puqiort*^  that  It  was  erected  to  the  memory  of  Francii^ 
Mnrgattt  one  of  the  judges  of  the  King's  Bench,  who  rlted  Au- 
gust 10,  in  the  year  IJ58;  and  Ann  his  wife,  eldest  daughter^ 
and  co-heiress  of  Christopher  Pemberton.  In  1553  this  Fnmci^^ 
Morgan,  Esq.  sate  as  judge,  and  pronounced  sentence  of  death 
upon  the  amiable  anrl  unfortunate  Lady  Jane  Grry,  Thi. 
jcruelty  and  tnjmtice  of  which  is  said  to  have  so  affected  kk 
conscience,  previous  to  his  death,  as  to  bring  on  insanity,  and| 
that  in  the  paroxysms  of  the  dbease  he  would  "-rv  ntit  •'  take 
away  the  Lady  Jdnt  from  rae!"* 

In  this  parish  was  bom  John  St \3i bridge,  an  eminent  j^fram-j 
marian,  distinguished  for  his  a.4}iiduity  in  attempting  to  reviTej 
the  study  of  the  Latin  language.     He  was  educated   in  Win- 
chester, became  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford,  aiid  iras  ap»] 
pointed  first  usher,  and  then  master  of  the  free  school,  attached' 
to  Magdalen  College  in  the  same  university.     He  published 
several  treatises  on  the  science  of  grammar,  and  COutiOQ^  ia 
his  appointment  till  his  death,  which  happened  aome  time  after 
15» 

Dr.  John  Preston,  commonly  called  the  pmrmrch  of  the 
puritanii^  was  also  a  native  of  this  place.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  Uucen'a  College,  and  was  afterwards  elected  master 
of  Eniiinuel  College,  Cambridge.  Having  great  iniluenct  with 
the  puritans  and  possessing  a  genius  for  politics,  he*  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Duke  of  Hiickingham  to  endeavour  to  obtain  their 
compliance  with  the  measures  of  the  court.  Desirous,  howerer, 
of  fiirthering  the  plans  of  his  own  parly,  he  uncd  the  informa- 
tion thus  confidentially  entrusted  to  him  for  sinister  ends,  and 
thus  frustrated  the  schemes  of  the  politician.  He  ditd  July  20^ 
A,  D.  \ii2H, 


floLDENDY,  or  HoLMBv-lIousE,  in  the  parish  of  Holi>enbt» 
•  UoUnshed's  Cbrao.  Vol.  IT,  p,  9ftS. 
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xvill  ever  be  memorable  for  the  circumstances  attending  it  pre- 
vious to  its  dilapidation.  It  appears,  both  from  descriptions 
and  remaining  vestiges,  to  have  been  a  most  magnificent  struc- 
ture, and  was  erected  in  the  reign  of  Klizabeth,  by  .Sir  Christo- 
pher Hatton,  who  says,  it  was  intended  to  he  the  last  and  great- 
est montjmcnt  of  his  youth.  Norden,  who  must  have  seen  it  in 
its  pristine  glorj'-,  says,  "  In  the  hall  there  are  raised  three  py- 
ramides,  very  high  standing  instcade  of  a  shryne,  the  midst 
whearof  ascendeth  unto  the  roofe  of  the  hall,  the  other  two 
equal  with  the  sytle  walls  of  the  same  hall,  and  on  them  are  dc- 
pamted  the  arms  of  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  same  shire,  and  of 
all  the  noblemen  of  this  land.  The  situation  of  the  same  house 
is  very  picasantlie  contrived,  moutitinge  on  an  hrll  environed 
with  niost  ample  and  lardge  fields,  and  goodly  pastures,  manic 
young  groves  newly  planted,  both  pleasant  and  profitable; 
fishe  ponds  well  replenished,  a  parke  adjoyningc  of  fallow  deare, 
with  a  large  warren  of  conyes  not  farr  from  the  house,  lyinge 
between  East-Haddon  and  Long  Bugbye.  About  the  house 
are  great  store  of  hares;  and  above  the  rest  is  especially  to  he 
noated,  with  what  iudustrye  and  toyle  of  man  the  garden  hath 
been  raised,  levelled,  and  formed  out  of  a  most  ci*aggye  and 
cnprofiiuble  grounde,  now  framed  a  most  pleasante,  sweet,  and 
princely  •pla<'c,  with  divers  walks,  manic  ascendiiigs  and  dc- 
scendings,  replenished  also  with  manie  delightful  trees  of  fruite, 
artificially  composed  arbors,  and  a  destilling  house  on  the  west 
end  of  the  same  garden-;  over  which  is  a  pondo  of  water, 
brought  by  conduit  pypes  out  of  tbe-ft^Md  a<ljoyninjfe  on  the 
west,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  same  house.  To-concUide 
the  state  of  the  same  house  is  such,  and  so  beautifull,  that  it 
may  well  delight  a  prince."*  The  manor  and  house  of  Iloldenby, 
subsequently  devolved  to  the  crown,  and  formed  first  a  palace, 
and  then  a  prison,  for  the  unfortunate  monarch,  (Iharlcs  the 
First     After  he  had  surrendered  his  person  to  the  Scuts  at  New- 

K.4  castle, 

•  "  Doliueation  of  Northaroptoiisliire,"  publitbeti  in  IrtlO, 
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csuitlej  expecting  ibey  would  ha?e  etipauacd  the  r«yal  ciOM 
against  the  parliament,  he  was  by  them  sold  to  hb  cneiaks  hf 
the  sum  of  200,000/.  paid  down,  and  security  gxvrn  for  a  Ukf 
8Vtn.  The  king  then  delivered  to  a  parliameivtary  comokitlec, 
was  carried  to  Holdpnby-house;  and  though  a  kind  of  priioner 
i>n  parole,  waa  placed  under  a  strict,  but  pretended  huooraiy 
guard.  While  he  reraained  here,  the  disirncioii  broke  out  be* 
tween  the  Presbyterian  party  and  the  Independents;  Ott  which 
orca:sion  it  was  judged  expedient  by  the  military  coiiimaiuierf« 
|L5  essential  to  the  cause  of  the  latter,  that  the  king  should  bt  is 
their  possession.  Cornet  Joyce  was  therefore  di*ipatcbtd  by 
Cromwell,  with  fitly  horse,  to  seiiie  the  king  at  Holdeo^' 
}iouse,  and  bring  him  by  force  to  the  array,  under  protni&es,  not- 
Trithstandingthis  viok-nt  proceeding,  that  hi«  life  and  all  Kii 
just  rights  should  be  respected ;  with  what  sincerity  these  wcri 
inade,  the  piigc  of  history  amply  declarer  The  melancholy 
picture  there  drawn  of  the  fate  of  royalty  after  ibis  &eiz,ure,  will 
ever  cast  a  sombre  cloud  over  the  spot,  and  ?:pread  ,i  veil  of  ad- 
llitional  gloom  over  the  venerable  and  mouldering  ruins  of  tht 
palace  at  Holdenby.  Of  this  structure,  which  was  probably  de* 
inoli&hed  by  order  of  parliament,  some  arches,  pyramids,  walU* 
^nd  the  grand  entrance  gateway,  were  standing  iu  1729,  when 
a  plate  of  it  was  published  by  N.  and  S.  Buck.*  But  mo»i  of 
|hc  remaijis  have  been  removed  to  raisf,  or  to  be  incorporated 
with,  other  buildings. 

This  place  gave  the  title  of  baron  to  LeuU  Durat,  Marquis  of 
Blanqufcfort,  brother  to  the  due  rlc  Duras  in  France.  He  had 
been  captain  in  the  Duke  of  York*s  guards,  and  having  signa- 
lized himself  in  a  naval  engagement  with  the  Dutch  m  16&5, 
was  afterwards  raised  to  this  dignity  by  King  Charles  the  Sfrr 
cond,  who  ako  conferred  on  him  the  manor  of  Holdenby. 

Sill  CunisTopHEit  Hatton,  a  native  of  this  place,  was  bre4 
to  the  law  I  and  by  a  rapid  advance,  ^sed  to  the  highest  ho- 
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♦  An  engraving  of  the  ruin,  U^%  since  been  pubhibcd  bj  Grose,  ioliii  Ain 
tiquitics  of  EngidRiJ  niid  VV»te», 
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nours  and  preferments.  Having  attracted  the  notice  of  Qneeii 
Elizabeth  by  his  comely  person,  and  graceful  dancing  atcour^* 
he  was  first  a(>pointed  one  of  the  geotlemen  pensioners,  after- 
wards gentleman  of  the  privy  chamber^  captain  of  the  guard* 
vice-chamberlain,  a  privy -counsellor,  lord  chancellor  of  £ng« 
land,  a  knight  of  the  garter,  and  chanoelior  of  Oxford  Uoiver* 
Mty.    He  died  in  1591. 

About  two  miles  west  of  Northampton  is  Uptqn-Hail,  the 
seat  of  Thomas  Samwell  Wat  son  Samwell,  Esq.  who  has  greatly 
improved  the  mansion  house  and  contiguous  grwadB,  The 
6rst  is  a  large  irregular  building  of  brick  and  stone,  partly  a»- 
cient,  and  part  modern.  It  is  pleasantly  situated,  commanduig 
a  fine  view  to  the  south,  on  a  gravelly  9oil«  and  contains  some 

good 

*  Grab's  pocro  ealled  **  a  Long  Story,"  though  more  |MrtkulairIy  allMiv* 
to  the  old  mansion  of  Stoke>Pogis  in  BuckinghUDihirBp  nn^  he  cpmidmril 
ei^ually  applicable  to  ibis  at  Iloldeaby, 

"  In  Britain's  Isle,  no  matter  where 
An  ancient  pile  of  buiidmg  stands: 
*lha  HnntingdcHas  and  Hattons  therf 
Emplo^'d  the  pow'r  of  fairy  hands^ 

To  raise  the  ceiling's  fretted  height,  _| 

Each  pannel  in  achievements  clothing. 
Rich  windows  that  exclude  the  light. 
And  passages  that  lead  to  nothing. 

Full  oft  within  the  spacious  walls. 
When  be  had  £(iy  winters  o'er  him. 
My  grave  Lord-Keeperied  the  brawls  ; 
The  seals  and  maces  danc'd  before  him. 

Uii  busby  beard,  and  tboe-stringB  green. 
His  high-crow n'd  bat,  and  satin  doublet, 
Mov'd  the  stout  heart  of  England's  Queen, 
Though  Pope  and  Spaniard  could  not  trouble  it." 

The  brawls  here  alluded  to,  were  a  sort  of  figure  dancer  then  mach  io 
vogiio ;  and  probably  deemed  u  elegant  as  our  modeni  ootillions. 
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good  apartments,  in  which  are  many   tamily  and  othrr 

traits* 

The  manor  of  Upton,  with  other  estates  in  this  county,  hare 
belonged  to  the/ain*7y  ever  since  the  reign  of  Henry  die  Scvenilr. 
They  are  descended  from  the  Samwells,  who  were  formerly  set-i 
tied  at  Restormal  Castte  in  Cornwall,  and  were  created  bari>«{ 
nets  in  1675,  p/ancis  Samwcll  was  auditor  to  King  Henry  thej 
Seventh,  and  Sir  William  Samwell,  Knt.  auditor  to  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth,  and  wdLS  knighted  ai  the  coronation  of  King  James  thej 
First*  The  present  possessor  succeeded  to  the  family  estates  oflj 
[  the  decease  of  his  maternal  uncle.  Sir  Wenman  Samwell,  Baro>j 
net,  in  1789,  and  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1790,  thctt, 
took  the  surname  and  arms  of  Samwell. 

The  walls  of  the  Mfi  or  saloon,  were  painted  with  basscvre* 
Jiefe,  by  Joseph  Axl^n,  an  Italian  artist,  iu  ihi-  year  1737.     Ifl- 
a  recess  facing  the  clnmiiof  is  a  fine  whole  length   figure  ofl 
Apollo,   over  which  is  the   butt  of  a  lady  of  tUe    &inilyi 
jHipported  by  Bacchus  and  Ceres.     TJ»e  following  picture*  are 
altjo  in  this  room,  and  most  of  them  n4jolv  Imgttis,  tiz,  CharlrSi 
the  Twelfth  King  of  Sweden^  (original):  Thomas*  the  seconll 
Lord  Viscount  Wenman*  and  iiis  three  daughters:  a  large  Fa- 
mily piece,  consisting  of  Sir  Thomaa  Siimwell,  Barunt-t,  hti' 
eldest  son  and  three  daughters:  Sir  Williiim  Fermor,  ancestor 
to  the  present  Karl  of  Pom  fret,  (Vandyck) :  Sir  John  Finett,  by 
the  same  artist.     This  gentleman  was  bred  in  the  court,  wliere,) 
by  his  wit,  innocent  mirib,  and  skill  in  composing   songs,  he 
became  a  great  favorite  of  James  the  First,     He  was  sent  im« 
France  in  lyi4,  on  i»ublic  concerns,  and  knighted  ihe  year  fol- 
lowing,    hi  lb20,  ou  thf  death  of  Sir  Lewis  Lewknor,  to  \«hoiaj 
he  had  been  an  assistant,  hv  ua^  ap}>ointed  master  of  the  cere-i 
monies,  concerning  \\  hich  he  wroic  a  curious  book,  now  Tcry] 
scarce,  inlitled  linciti  Phitoitnhj  wh'icU  was  published  after  bui 
death  in  \ii56;  lie  also  translated  a  \^ork  from  the  French,  co«i*J 
ceruing  the  het^iiujing,  coniinuuiice,  and  detuy  of  cstAteii  1606^1 
He  died  July  12,  IGII,  aged  70,  and  wjls  burled  m  tiie  Chi 
of  Saint  Martin's  in  the  Fields,  London. 
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In  this  house  was  born,  A.D.  1611,  the  celebrated  James 
Harrington,  who  was  son  of  Sir  Sapcott  HarringtoTi,  Knt.  by- 
Jane  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Sarawell,  Knt.  He  be- 
came a  gentleman  commoner  of  Trinity  College  Oxford,  in 
1629,  where  he  was  placed  under  the  tuition  of  the  famous 
William  Chillingworth.  He  travelled  into  France,  Germany, 
and  Italy,  but  returned  at  the  beginning  of  th<'  Civil  War, 
when  iie  endeavoured,  without  success,  to  be  elected  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  In  1(>47,  when  the  king  was  con- 
fined at  Holdcnby,  near  this  place,  he  was  appointed  oneof  the 
grooms  of  his  Majesty's  bed-chamber.  He  attended  his  royal 
master  in  his  several  removes  from  Holdenby  to  Hurst  C<Lstle; 
and  on  ail  occasions,  both  before  and  after  the  king's  death. 
spoke  of  him  in  terms  of  high  commendation. 

Sonic  little  time  before  the  restoration  Mr.  Harrington^  with 
some  ingenious  friends,  assembled  almost  every  night  to  project 
a  scheme  of  Commonwealth-Government.  The  design  was, 
that  a  third  part  of  the  house  should  be  removed  every  year,  by 
which  mode  the  whole  body  would  be  changed  every  three  years. 
He  published  several  works  both  in  verse  und  prose,  the  most 
remarkable  of  which  is  "  the  Commonwealth  of  Oceana,"  Lond. 
1639,  fol.  He  died  the  11th  Sept.  1677,  aged  6r»;  and  was  bu- 
ried near  Sir  W\ilter  Raleigh,  in  Saint  Margaret*s  Church  West- 
minster. In  one  of  tlie  apartments  here  is  a  portrait  of  .Ifr. 
Harrington.  In  the  Blue  Drawing  Room  is  a  very  tine  portrait 
by  Honthurst,  of  the  celebrated  Lucy,  Countess  o/* Bedford, 
daughter  of  John  Lord  Harrington  of  Kxton,  and  wife  of  l^d- 
,ward  Larl  of  Bedford;  she  was  a  great  heiress,  but  wasted  both 
her  own  and  her  husband's  fortune.  She  was  a  patroness  of 
the  wits  of  her  age,  and  was  much  celebrated  by  some  of  them, 
particularly  Dr.  Donne.  May  dedicated  his  translation  of  the 
"  Pharsalia"  to  hev-  At  Woburn  Abbey  there  is  a  picture  of  hrr 
in  a  fantastic  habit  in  the  attitude  of  dancing ;  and  another  very  fine 
one  by  Honthurst.     She  was  also  a  collector  of  antique  medals. 

In  the  Library  are  portraits  of  Queen  Mary,  wile  to  Piiilip 
jh^hig  of  Spain;  Kdwa^d  the  Fourth;  lidward  the  Sixth;  James 

the 
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the  First;  Olifer  Cromwell ;  Shake sp*rarc ;  BuOJiiidm,  mowcian 
■to  the  KiniJt  of  Polftnd  ;  and  two  pictures  ofdf^d  ganir. 

In  the  Dining  Parhur  h  a  large  and  r»pital  paintmg  by 
.3lercicf,  reprcscniing  a  group  of  Bacchiuiatiaitt,  being  por^ 
[itraiU  of  so  many  gentlemen. 

In  the  Dntiein^  Room  is  a  descent  from  the  cross  on  copper, 
,in  the  style  of  Rembrandt. 

The  Church,  situated  near  the  maitsion*  is  a  small  and  ancicitt 
vttructure,  consisting  of  one  aile  only.     TIm?  inside  is  neat  and 

ell  pewcd.  th»:  cast  window  of  the  chancel  b  of  painted  glaat* 

Tted  a  few  years  since.     In  the  chancel,  on  a  mural  marble 

l.monument,  are  inscriptions  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Thomas  SaHh 

^,tw//,  the  second  baronet  of  the  name,  who,  in  the  younger  pait 

€»f  his  life,  having  spent  some  year*  m  ?biting  Holland,  Fkn- 

illcr?!,  Germany.  Italy,    Switzerland,   and  Trance,   fiiushed  Ui» 

course  in  his  own  country,  and  died  in  1757,  aged  70. 

Ill  the  chancel  is  an  ancient  alabaster  tuonument,  with  an 
eftlgy  in  armour,  of  Sir  Richard  Kms;ftttjft  KnL  and  nnothifr  of 
hti  lady,  who  was  daughter  of  Sir  J oUu  Spencer*  KnL 
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Denaniinated  in  Domesday  Book  Giikburgk  Hundred  Wid  m 
ka\ft  ie  bounded  on  the  western  side  by  the  little  Oom  rrfer» 
trhich  separates  it  from  Leicesterfthire.  ThiM  district  is  hilly, 
abound!)  in  fme  pastures  and  nearly  the  ii  hrdv  of  it  conststs  of 
gazing  lands.  The  fveariug  of  tammies,  shalloona,  harnileens» 
and  other  wors*t?d  sttifls,  used  to  be  the  principal  employment 
of  the  inhahilant^.  But  owing  tu  (he  \tar  this  manufacture  has 
greatly  declined,  and  is  now  confined  to  the  nnce  floiirishiiig 
tillage  of  East  Maddon,  and  Lonc^  Buckby.  Thi!»  hundred  €<cni- 
tains  the  parishes  of  Ashhy  Cold»  Btsckhy  Long,  day  Caafon, 
Coitc$hro0ke,  CrcatQfi  Great,  Crick,  Guiliktrotight  including  the 
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fiamlet  of  Nortoft,  Haddon  Wist,  Lilbourn,  Naseby,  Standlford, 
Thomby,  Watford,  including  the  Hamlet  of  Murcott,  Welford, 
Winxoick,  Yelvertoft;  and  the  hamlets  of  Coaton,  Creaton  Little, 
Elkington,  and  Hollowell. 

Cold  Ashby  was  the  birth-place  of  Richard  Knolles,  an 
author  whose  labors  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  handed 
down  to  posterity,  not  only  from  their  intrinsic  merit,  but  with 
additional  celebrity  through  the  encomiums  bestowed  upon  thera 
by  that  profound  scholar  and  critic.  Dr.  Johnson,  in  the  Ram- 
bler. He  became  a  student  in  the  University  of  Oxford  about 
the  year  1560,  was  afterward  elected  fellow  of  Lincoln  College, 
and  subsequently  appointed  master  of  the  free  grammar-school 
of  Sandwich,  in  Kent  An  occupation  allowing  little  avocation 
f©r  literary  pursuits,  or  leisure  for  composition;  yet  by  ass>- 
duity  and  perseverance  he  found  time  to  write,  "  The  History  of 
the  Turks,"  &c.  fol.  published  in  1610:  a  work  of  considerable 
merit,  which  was  afterwards  continued  to  the  year  1677,  by  Sir 
Paul  Ricaut,  who  resided  some  years  as  consul  at  Smyrna. 
Prior  to  bringing  out  this  work,  (the  labors  of  twelve  years,) 
Knolles  had  printed,  in  1606,  Bodin's  six  books  of  a  Common- 
wealth. He  wrote  also  the  lives  and  conquests  of  th^  Ottoman 
kings;  a  discourse  of  the  greatness  of  the  Turkish  empire,  &c. 
and  died  in  1610. 

CoTTESBRooK  HovsE,  situatcd  in  a  small  park,  a  modem  brick 
mansion,  consisting  of  a  body  and  two  detached  wings,  is  the 
residence  of  Sir  William  Langham,  Bart,  Of  which  family,  the 
first  that  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  was  Sir  John 
Langham,  a  merchant  and  alderman  of  London,  who,  with  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Sir  John  Gayer,  were  sent  to  the  tower  in  1647". 
After  being  liberated.  Sir  John  was  again  committed,  with'  Sir 
Abraham  Reynardson,  Knt.  and  Mayor,  in  1618;  for  reftisijjg- 
to  publish  an  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  Exheredation  of  the 
Royal  Line,  the  Abolishment  of  Monarchy  in  the  Kingdom, 
and  the  Setting  up  of  a  Commonwealth."     As  a  reward  for  his 
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unshaken  byatty,  on  the  re^ionition,  be  was  created  a  barramtt 
by  King  Charlos  the  Second. 

In  the  south  cross  aile  of  Cold  Ashhy  Church,  on  an  altar 
tomb  of  black  marble^  are  the  recumbent  elTigies  of  a  i>crs«:iii  in 
aa  aldeniian^a  gowu,  and  a  Udv  dressed  in  the  costume  nt*  the 
time.  The  Inscription  states  th;it  this  nianunient  was  elected 
to  the  memory  of  Sir  John  Laugfttim,  Kni,  and  Bart,  some  timet 
alderman  of  London,  niio  died  May  IS,  1671;  and  Dame  ^laiy  • 
his  wife,  who  died  April  H,  I(>52.  This  right  worthy  Itntj^t 
founded  ;ind  endowed*  in  1051,  an  ho&pital  tu  Cotte&brook^  for 
two  poor  widowers^  and  six  poor  widows, 

GuiuaoROi;Qnj  which  gives  name  to  the  hundred,  is  sappo9-  • 
ed  to  derive  the  appellation  from  a  large  Roman  eQcaxnpmeat 
ill  this  parish,  situated  between  the  sources  of  the  Nen  and 
Avon.     Like  the  generality  of  the  camps  made  by  the  Romans,  • 
the  form  is  a  parallelogram,  having  the  longest  sides  lying  eaAtt 
and  west»  which  arc  in  leneth  between  five  and   six   hnndrcd 
feet,  and  the  shortest  north  and  south,  arc  ubont  three  hundred.^ 
The  whole  is  encompassed  by  a  single  fo&s  and  vallum,  and  in* 
eludes  an  area  of  nearly  eight  acres.     It  is  supposed   to  have 
been  a  camp  of  the    Propra;lor  Ostorius:   and  at  present  H 
known  tuuler  the  appellation  of  borough  kiii,  but  often  called 
the  Burrows*     In  this  parish  ig  a  free  school  for  the  instruction 
of  youth  in  English,  writing,   kc.  and  a  flee   grammar-school 
founded  and  endowed  by  Sir  John  Langham^  in  1GG8. 

Gl'ilsborol'gm  Hall,  a  large  mansion,  built  at  dilTerent  pe- 
riods, is  the  residence  of  William  Zouch  Lucas  Ward,  Esq.  and 
from  being  seated  on  an  eminence,  forms  a  conspicuous  ubject»- 
^iea^ly  close  to  the  house  is  the  parish  church,  with  a  lofty 
spire,  which,  from  some  points  of  view,  completely  unites  with* 
and  appears,  to  form  a  part  of  the  mansion.     This  was  formerly 
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tbe  scat  of  the  Belchier  family,  one  of  whom,  Dalridge-Count 
Belchier,  was  bom  here.  He  resided  a  good  deal  in  Holland, 
and  while  there  wiote  a  humorous  comedy,  called  "  See  Me, 
and  See  Me  not,  written  by  Hans  Beer  Pot."  This  was  much 
acted  in  the  low  countries  by  a  company  of  performers,  knowa 
by  the  name  of  Health-drinkers.  Belchier  also  translated  se- 
veral works,  and  was  author  of  some  poems.  He  died  in  Flan- 
ders, 162L 

LiLBORN,  at  the  north-west  angle  of  this  hundreiT,  has  been 
already  referred  to,  p.  4,  and  in  the  ninth  volume  of  this  work, 
p.  461,  as  a  place  of  Roman  antiquity.  Either  at  this  village, 
or  in  its  vicinity,  was  the  station  Tripontium ;  though  our  anti- 
quaries differ  in  opinion  respecting  it.  Camden,  by  inverting  the 
order  in  Aotoninus's  itinerary,  places  it  at  Towcester.  Horsley 
prefers  Bugby;  but  Gale  and  Stukcley  are  decisive  in  appro- 
priating it  to  a  spot  on  the  bank  of  the  Avon,  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. 

It  is  rather  singular,  that  the  learned  author  of  the  Britannia 
should  have  omitted  to  notice,  that  a  preceding  antiquary,* 
whom  he  justly  extols,  had  fixed  on  this  spot  as  the  Tripontium 
of  the  Itinerary,  and  had  he  continued  his  annotations,  would 
doubtless  have  advanced  his  reasons  for  the  opinion.  From  the 
discoveries,  which  at  times  have  been  made,  it  is  very  proba- 
ble, the  station  occupied  both  the  northern  as  well  as  the  south- 
ern sides  of  the  river,  various  Roman  remains  having  been 
found  at  both  places.  For  an  account  of  the  former,  see  the  de- 
scription already  given  of  Leicestershire.  Morton  observes,, 
that  upon  the  banks  of  the  Avon  was  anciently  a  castle,  but  by 
whom,  or  at  what  period  erected,  htdoes  not  inform  us.  There 

are 
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land's  Itinerary. 


loor 


N0KTlfAMfT05«mil^ 


:avot 


ore  certain  vettiges  of  what  might  be  conjectured  to  be  the  iiif 
of  a  castle,  baton  a  nearer  examination,  they  will  appear  more 
m  resemble  a  Roman  fortification.  The  work  is  a  square  ele- 
Yated  area,  containing  about  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  with  a  fo&s 
valtam,  parts  of  which,  on  the  eastern  and  western  sides  are: 
't'iiiible;  at  the  south-east  and  sourh-we<it  angles,  are  ^ 
probably  the  sites  of  t\%'o  pretona.  The  Round  Hill,  so  call 
from  its  conical  shape,  distant  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
the  Kuinaii  road,  seems  to  be  artificial,  and  as  to  its  shape 
size,  is  not  dissimilur  to  Berrif-mount^  near  Towcc^ter.  d 
den  observes,  that  some  persons,  under  the  expectation 
should  find  treasure,  made  excavations  into  this  hill,  but 
disappointed  in  ftndiuf:^  only  coal^.  From  this  circumsfauce 
conjectured,  it  was  thro^^i  up  as  a  land-mark,  and  rndej 
to  prove,  it  was  customary  to  deposit  under  mounds  of 
kJndj  intended  for  demiircation,  half  brjrni  bones,  potshei 
ccials,  &c.*  But  this  is  one  of  Hio^e  VLig^iries,  into  which 
minds  of  great  philosophers,  historians,  and  even  antiquarli 
are  too  prone  to  indult:;c,  when  deprived  of  the  directory 
facts,  and  consequently  puzzled  in  the  mu^cs  of  conjectt 
Morton  thinks  tlie  dimensions  of  this  jiill  are  too  great,  to 
mit  of  the  opinion,  tbnt  it  i*  a  tmnulus,  and  the  notion 
coals  having  been  found  in  it,  he  comidcrs  an  idle  tale, 
•opposes  it  was  raised  for  the  erection  of  a  beacon  or  wat< 
tower  on  it.t  Another  tumulus,  of  a  similar  description, 
some  years  ago  levelled,  under  which  were  fount!  char< 
ashes,  and  burnt  bones,  whence  it  \&  cimjccrured,  that  near 
place,  a  desperate  battle  was  fought  between  the  Saxons 
the  Danes, 


*  TlieM  artificial  ni&uiii9,  trlifo  Mi^ed  fur  the  purpose  of  maiiiig   bouudi 
;tnd  limitf,  itrc  ^umctiuies  termed  Bnl0Mr/hei,  frain  which  it  it  siip|K)sct3 
English  wnril  B»ftrif^rj,  Is  Jorivcd  ;  bottt  of  which  «r«  of  dottbtful  urifiu^ 
tiieir  etjmoiogy  is  jct  n  desideratum 'in  the  rteld  of  pHiluIiYgr« 
t  Kal.  Hist,  of  Northamptonshire^  p.  d07. 
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yfASEBY  or  Kavesby,  though  a  small  village,  ii  on  many  ac- 
counts interesting  to  the  traveller,  and  \f  ill  ever  be  conspicuous 
on  the  face  of  history.     Its  geological  features  naturally  attract 
the  attention  of  the  observant  philosopher;  and  the  political 
importance  corfnected  with  the  military  scenes  displayed  in  its 
^iciaity,  must  entitle  it,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  topographical 
notice.     An  atithor,  who  had   opportimities  of  making  compara- 
tive remark«y  says,  **  the  Tillage   stands  upon  an   eminence, 
supposed  to  be  the  highest  ground  in  the  kingdom/'*  Though 
this  be  probable,  yet  some  of  the  author's  reasons  are  rathef  mor6 
curious  than  satisfactory,  viz.  a  statement  of  altimetrical  height 
between  this  place  and  the  Thames,  at  London,  and  thence  to  the 
level  of  the  sea.     It  is  observed,  that  no  water  runs  into  this 
lordship  from  any  other  quarter,  Etnd  what  runs  out  6f  it,  on  the 
eastern  side,  has  its  course  towards  the  German  Ocean  ;  and  that 
on  the  western,  proceeds  to  the  Irish  Sea.     No  less  than  siiC 
springs  rise  in  the  vilbge,  and  several  others  in  the  lordship,- 
the  waters  issuing  from  which,  are  collected  in  reservoirs,  on  the 
declivous   ground,  and   form  valuable   ponds.     The  lesser  or 
>vhat  is  termed  the  upper  Avon,  ris^s  near  the  church,  from  a 
spring  called  the  Avon-well ;  the  Ncn'from  linother  called  the 
Chapel-well }  and  some  have  referred  the  source  of  the  Wei  land 
to  Naseby  Field.     One  spring  is  of  a  petrifying  quality,  giving 
to  wood,  immersed  in  its  waters,  lapidean  incrustations.     The" 
parish  consists  mostly  of  open  commonable  fields,  and  is  sup- 
posed to   measure,  taking  in  every   angle,  from  eighteen  to 
twenty  miles  in  circumference.     The  local   historian,  who  has 
been  minute  in  his  observations,  and  laudably  assidoous   in  his 
enquiries,  states,  that  tliirtj^-nine  or  forty  parish  churches  may 
at  diflerent  times,  in  a  clear  day,  be  seen  by  the  naked   eye, 
from  one  station,  an  old   windmill-bank,   in    Naseby    Field. 
These  are  supposed,  on  the  occasion,  to  be  irradiated  with  the 
sun's  light,  and   the   range  of  their  distance,  is  from  one  to 
twenty-two  miles. 

V0L.XI.— Jan.  ISIO.  L  Naseby 

*  Martin**  HiiC.  simI  Antiq.  of  Ni^bj,  p.  S. 


Id2  ^oRnt  \MrTON^iunE« 

Naseby  was  formerly  a  markH-town,  a  charter  baiingbf 
granted  to  the  inliubitaiits,  in  tbe  BfiU  yeur  of  King  John 
ail  area  ofrlie  vtllajje  is  still  statulin^  llic  mcTcale-cn»s^  He 
was  fonijcrly  a  coiisidtrrable  weaving  mamifacturc  of  wots 
caHcd  stutTsj  harratteiiH  and  taiiinde^ ;  but  the  itiunense  incr 
of  the  cotton  tratlc,  and  the  general  proTalencc  of  niusluui  «ikI 
calicoes,  has  bt'en  a  great  drawback  upon  the  worried  inanu* 
facturc.^  in  general,  and  have  nearly  destroyed  thetn.  By  ibc 
return'^  made  under  the  population  act,  the  uumber  of  bodsc* 
in  1801,  was  105,  and  inlmbitanbi  ^.-Jft, 

Ailjactnt  to  this  village,  on  Na^icby- Field,  was  foughl  ihatrrcr 
memorable  battie,  b«iwcen  tht  royal  and  parUamtntanvM 
force;*,  in  which,  according  to  I^rd  Clarendon,  were  IcMti  hvik 
thu  kUig  and  kingrtoni<  A  pai'ticular  account  of  this  togKge^ 
ment,  hoR  already  been  published  in  Vol.  IX.  p.  428,  &c 
conllict  occurred  m\  the  14th  of  June,  1645;  and  afttr  it  all 
royal  garrisons  succesj^ivcly  capitulated  to  the  patltatncnttti 
soldiers*. 


Whrreyon  blue  field  icdrce  ri>cet«  our  streiMHtig  rje^ 
A  l«tal  name  for  Eiigland,  Katety  lies. 
There  hApless  Chnrlc3  beheld  hia  fortunci  ctOf»*d» 
lUs  lurc*i  vaii<]ujaljed,  aud  hiv  kingdom  losu 
There  gnllunt  Liile,  amark  for  thoiujinds  stood. 
And  Dormer  t«oIcd  bisJojaltjr  in  blood; 
WhiUt  down  ^on  tuH's  deep  tide  with  tieadlong  furt*^ 
Victorious  Cromwell  cbaced  tke  northrrn  hotut, 
llrticc  ntiarchy  onrdibrcfa  tod  itale  prufkn'd. 
And  i^TAnlt  in  tiie  luotk  of  freedom  reiguM, 
In  rimes  liko  these,  when  party  benrt  coiuiaaniV 
'Mnd  Ihclion  tcnttcrcd  discord  through  ttie  land, 
1^  rhe«j  »ad  scenes  an  a»eful  IcJK>rt  yield, 
LcU  ftiture  Natehift  rise  in  every  lit^id/** 

fixANFOED  Cbubcu  cotitains  scrcral  monutnituH    erected  t» 


*  These  elegant  linei,  wvinen  by  Dr.  Bconet,  late  Biahop  of  0»k,  ait 
placed  iu  an  alcove,  at  Hu»hto«i  IIoll,  sitaalad  on  Ml  ctaia«nc««  ^hieli  «» 

mmtdt  a  view  Qthamhy  Fitld. 
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the  memory  of  the  Catt  family.  Under  a  canopy  of  white 
marble,  against  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel,  is  the  effigy  of  m 
man ;  also  a  Latin  inscription,  commemorative  of  Richard  Cave, 
eldest  son  of  Sir  Thomas  and  Lady  Eleanor  Cave,  who  died  on 
the  Continent,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age,  July  36.  1606. 
Adjoining  the  above,  within  the  communion  rails,  is  a  magnifi- 
cent monument  over  an  altar-tomb,  on  which  are  the  effigies  of 
a  knight  and  his  lady,  and  a  Latin  inscription  ihdicates  that  this 
memorial  was  raised  by  an  affectionate  and  disconsolate  widow, ' 
to  perpetuate  the  name  of  Sir  Thomas  Cave,  son  of  Roger 
Cave  and  Margaret  Cecil.  lie  died  Sept.  6,  1613.  An  epi- 
cedium,  in  elegiac  verse,  indecorously  puns  upon  the  name 
of  Cave.  In  the  middle  aile,  on  an  altar-tomh  of  white  marble,  are " 
the  figures  of  Sir  Thomas  Cate,  and  his  lady  Elizabeth  ;  and  at 
the  feet  their  six  sons  and  eight  daughters.  He  died  Sept.  4, 
1558.  Several  brasses  and  inscriptions  on  flat  stones,  are  com- 
memorative of  other  persons  of  the  same  family.  Stai\fbrd  Hall 
has  already  been  described  in  Vol.  IX.  p.4^jl. 

Watford  Church  contains  several  handsome  monuments  to 
the  memory  of  the  Clerke  family.  In  the  chancel  is  one  of 
black  and  white  marble,  having  the  entablature  supported  by 
two  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order.  An  inscription  records 
the  memory  of  Sir  George  Clerke,  knt.  descended  from  the 
Clerkes  of  Willoughby,  in  the  county  of  Wanvick,  who  died 
January  30,  1648.  As  a  testimony  of  conjugal  affection,  Bar- 
bara, his  disconsolate  relict,  caused  this  monument  to  be  erect- 
ed ;  and  departed  this  life,  in  the  assurance  of  a  better,  Feb.  2, 
1655.     Her  remains  were  also  deposited  beneath  the  same  tomb. 

SuLBY  Addev,  in  the  parish  of  Welford,  was  founded  for 
the  monks  of  the  Premonstratensian  order,  by  William  dc 
Wideville,  or  Wivill,  lord  of  Welford  manor,  about  the  year 
1155.  It  seems  to  have  been  liberally  endowed,  for  at  the 
dissolution,  the  annual  revenues  were  stated  at  305/.  9s,  5d. 
which  were  granted  in  exchange  for  the  wanor  of  Iloldcnby, 

L2  t» 


to  Christophf  r  Ilalton,  Esq.  on  whose  dcnibc  tUc  latter  Ucvoli 
to  tbf  crouiK 

In  West  IIadhon  Field  is   an  Artilicul  mount,  cuUcJ  Osi 
Hill,  under  which,  if  crttlence  be  due  to  the    tradition   of 
nt'ighhonrhood,  were  interred  Btveral  oIFiclts,   who    ft^ll    in 
dreadful  engiigcmcnt,  fought  here,  between  the   royal  and 
rontul  troopg.     At  their  interinent,  the  soldiers  struck   a 
spear  into  the  gT<iond,  and    heaped  up  earth  over  ihc   bodj 
around  it,  to  the  height  of  the  spear.     However  improbable 
part  of  the  story  may  appear,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the 
is  a  scpulehrul  tumulus  ;  and  from  the  name  and  other  conci 
tant  circumstancei,  it  has  been  conjectured,  a  monnmcitt   la 
memory  of  the  celebrated  Roman  Pro-pra'tor,  Ptii/iti»  Oftot 
That  he  died  in  this  L^laiuL  though   not  in  battle,  with  the 
tjgues  of  warfare,   is  asscrJed  by  Tacilus^but  the  place  of 
deatli   or   s«puUurc,  has   not  been  recorded  in  hUtoryi  and] 
uttempts  to  ascertain  this  curious  fact  tnusi  therefore  rest 
conjectural  prohabihty.     This  place,  hovvrver»  scwns  to 
had  some  connection  withtlie  Human  general,  wbiUl  the  < 
at  Guibborough,  and  it!  the*  vicinity  of  Davcntry,  are  alU 
to  have  been  ot  his  erection.     The  long^  chain  of  fortified 
he  fttrmed  along  that  course  of  the  Wi»tlin*>-strcet,   trhich 
tended  through  this  part  of  the  kingdom^  funiislirs  addit 
and    corroborative  evidence   favorable  to  the   opinion 
iiittrment  here. 


ROTIIWELL  HUNDRED, 


Separated  from  Leicestershire  by  the  river  Welland, 
time  of  the  conqueror's  snney,  was  divided  mtci  two  \ 
viz.  StotJifJilf  which  com()rised  the  western,  and   Iloderi 
eastern  part  of  it.     In  the    twenty-toiirth  year    of  Edwai 
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First's  reign,  both  occur  under  the  name  of  Rothwc-H.  It  con- 
tains  the  parishes  o^  Arthingivorth,  Boiyrftfw-Little,  inchiding  the 
parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  the  hamlet  of  Little  Oxendcn,  and  part 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary's,  Brat/brooke,  Clipstone,  Desboraugk, 
Draugfuony  East  Farndon,  Glendon-Barfoot,  llarringtorit  HaslC" 
beech,  Hothorpe,  Kehnarsk,  Loddingtan,  Maidwell,  Marston- 
Trussel,  Orton,  Magna  Oxenden,  Rothweli,  Rush  ton ,  AW  Saints 
and  St.  Peter's,  Sibbertoji,  Sulbj/,  Thorpe  Mahor,  and  Thorpe 
Labenham,  or  Undenrood,  extra-parochial. 

In  Braybrooke  Church  is  a  curious,  and  elaborately 
decorated  monument,  which  escaped  the  notice  of  Bridges, 
but  an  engraving  of  it  was  afterwards  made  at  the  expence  of 
the  late  Lord  Howard,  and  given  to  the  purchasers  of  Bridges's 
History.  The  same  noblcraan  also  allowed  Mr.  Nichols,  to 
take  impressions  fromthcplateforVol.il.  of  his  History  of 
ixiccstershire,  wherein  it  is  said  to  have  been  raised  for  Sir 
Nicftolfts  Griffin,  knt,  who  died  in  .1509,  aged  34.  The  monu- 
ment, however,  appears  to  -have  been  erected  by  Sir  Thomas 
•Griffin,  eldest  son  of  the  former,  who  died  in  the  eleventh  year 
of  EHznbeth^s  reign.  The  design  is  completely  in  the  style  of 
ihat  age,  and  displays  an  affectation  of  classical  architecture. 
Oil  a  base,  are  raised  several  pilasters,  having  the  widest 
parts  near  the  capitals,  and  these  support  an  entablature, 
crowned  with  pecK»stals,  shields,  crests,  and  other  orna- 
ments. In  the  centre  is  a  coat  of  arms,  with  nine  quarterings, 
mid  having  griflins  for  supporters.  Other  armorial  insignia  are 
attached  to  it.  Under  the  upper  window  of  the  south  aile,  is  an 
-effigy  in  liiood,  of  a  knight,  cross-legged,  with  a  shield  on  his 
left  arm.  This  is  supposed  to  represent  Sir  Thomas  Latimer, 
knt.  who  is  recorded  hi  history,  for  his  zeal  and  attachment  to 
fbe  sect  of  the  Lollards,  who  rose  up  in  the  reign  of  Richard 
the  Second,  and  distinguished  themselves  by  their  zealous  op- 
position to  the  superstitious  doctrines,  and  ecclesiastical  tyran- 
ny of  tht'  papal  hierarchy.  His  will,  which  bears  date  Sept. 
13,  1401,  is  singularly  curious.  "In  the  name  of  God,  &c.  I 
7'honias  Latymer,  a  Braybrooke,  a  fisils  knyt  to  God,  thanking 

3L3  *  God 
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God  of  hi«  merci,  hayyinjife  iyche  mindc  as  he  vouchittsaiTj 
desiryn^ij  that  Goddes  will  be   fultitled  in  me,  and   in  all  Godyt 
that  he  hath  takmi  me  to  kcpe  ;  and  to  that  make  my  te^^amenl 
in  this  matiner.  Furst,  I  knowlyche  cm  unworihyc  to  bequeihyit , 
to  him  any  thing  of  my  power ;  and   therefore  I  pniy   to  htm. 
mekely  of  his  grace  that  he  will  take  so  pore  a  present  as  ray 
wreeched  soule  ys,  into  his  merci,  through  the  bescching  of  Uy» 
blessyd  Modyr  and  hys  holy  Seynts  ;  and  my  wreeched  hodj 
to  be  buried,  where  that  ever  I  dye,  in  the  next  churche  yerde 
God  vouchsafe,    and   nant  in  the   chirche;  but  in  the  uttrrcsli 
comer  as  he  that  ys  unwonhi  to  l^*n  therein,  save  tbe  lai^ct 
Godt  And  that  there  non  manner  oi  cost,  don  about  my  beryinj 
neytber  in  mete,  neythcr  in  dryngge  nar  in  no  other  things  bu| 
it  be  to  any  mch  one  that  needeth  it,  after  the  law  of  God  ;  ft^rt 
twey  tapersrtf  wex  ;  and  anon  as  I  be  dede  put  mc  in  the  erth(V^ 
&c."^Sir  Thomas  died  in  the  same  year  the  will  is  dated.        tH 

In  thib  village  was  born  Robert  de  Braybrooke,  who  wut  ad* 
vanced  to  the  sec  of  London,  and  afterwards  was  l,ord  ChanreK 
lor  of  England,  for  the  short  space  of  six  nionlhs,  and  divd 
A.  B,  1404.  «  Bray  broke  Castetle,  upon  Wyl;ind  Water  wa* 
nir.de  and  embattled  by  license,  that  one  Braybroke  a  noblemaQ  U 
in  those  days  did  obtaine.  Mr  Griphine  is  now  owner  of  it.  ^ 
He  IS  a  man  of  tair  landes.^f 

Kklmarsr  Hall,  the  seat  of  H'Uli&m  Hanhtry,  Esq^  in  the  pA»^ 
rish  of  KelmarsHj  is  a  large  mansion,  the  east  front  of  which  ii 
modern,  and  consists  of  a  body  and  two  win gs^  connected  bf' 
oiFices.  The  we-st  front  is  dissimilart  older,  and  less  ornameotak 
The  pleasure  gfrounds  arc  pleasingly  diversified  with  the  con-, 
trasthi|^  eirectii  of  wood  and  water.  The  proprietor  j>o:jsessr«  aj 
fine  collection  of  paintings. 


i 
1 


In  the  parish  of  Great  Oxendoh  is  on^  of  tho»e  pbeiM^ 
mena,  which  confound  philosophy  upon  its  own  princi* 
pies,  and  after  the  minutest  investigation,  leaves  it  to  ptifuier 
#rer  the  multifarioys  shades  of  dilTerence,  that  occur  b&  lUe  t«» 


*  Dii^diiic's  Baronage,  Vot.  t. 
t  l^bnd'«  hiuer^Ty,  Vol.  1,  p.  t3. 
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rious  ossiniilat'ions  between  cause  and  effect.  The  belfry  of  the 
church-tower  measures  eleven  feet  three  inches,  by  lune  feet 
three  inches.  In  this  story  of  the  toweri  where  the  bells  are 
hung,  this  centrum  phonocumpticum  produces  a  remarkable 
polysyllabic  echo.  To  a  person  standing  at  the  given  distance 
of  six  hundred  and  seventy-three  feet  on  the  western  part  of  the 
elevated  ground,  on  which  the  church  is  built,  it  returns  dis- 
tinctly thirteen  syllables,  uttered  by  the  voice.  A  return,  but 
not  to  an  equal  extent,  is  obtainable  by  a  person  speaking  from 
the  top  of  an  adjacent  hill,  fronting  the  south  side  ;  but  scarcely 
any  resonancy  is  found  on  the  eastern  or  northern  sides  of  the 
tower.  Morton  gives  a  particular  statement  of  the  difierent  ef- 
fects produced  at  various  distances  and  places.''^  To  account  for 
this,  and  the  great  variety  of  phonic  alxirrations,  from  the  estab- 
lished laws  of  sound,  would  be  a  task  referable  to  the  oracle  at 
Delphos.  Sounds,  like'light,  are  not  only  extensively  dift'used,  but 
frequently  reflected ;  yet  the  laws  of  this  kind  of  reflection,  not 
being  so  easily  cognizable,  are  net  so  easily  understood,  as  those 
of  lighL  All  at  present  known  is,  that  sound  is  principally  re- 
flected by  hard  bodies,  and  the  circumstance  of  their  being  hol- 
low sometimes  increases  the  reverberation.  Without  this  previ- 
ous acquaintance  of  the  generally  supposed  cause  of  echo,  no 
art  can  make  an  artificial  one,  and  some  persons  who  have  bestow- 
ed great  labor  and  ex  pence  upon  such  a  project,  have  only  erect- 
ed shapeless  buildings,  whose  silence  or  inarticulate  reverbera- 
tion was  a'ftiortifying  lecture  upon  the  imbecillity  of  such  abor- 
tive attempts.  Under  an  arch,  supported  by  two  columns  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  against  the  south  wall  of  the  chancel,  on  an 
liltar  tomb,  are  effigies  of  a  man  and  woman,  with  two  children, 
and  an  inscription  records  the  memory  of  Katharine  Lady 
Gorgek,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Osborn,  of  Kelmarsh.  She  waa 
first  married  to  Edward  Haslewood,  Esq.  and  afterwards  to  Ed- 

L  4  ward 

•Nat.  Hist,  of  Northampton,  p.  357.  Since  his  time  the  effect  has  been 
considerably-  dJuiiui»hed,  by  alteratlvin  which  have  been  made  in  the  Pclfr;^ 
windows. 
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wartj  Lord  Gorges,  baron  of  Dunda!k,  who  being  Hio  aurriror, 
er^clrd  this  moeutnent  as  n  tribute  oi\hb  aBcction*     She  diwi 

A  p tain  studi'  slab,  "^ilh  a  short  injienptioii,  cannot  fkil  io 
rea4  a  "  eUte,  viator,"  to  ihe  votaries  of  science ;  It  is  sacred  W 
tlic  memory  of  the  Hcv.  John  Mart  on,  who  was  former  I  y  rector 
of  thi,M  parish.  During  hb  residence  here,  he  wrote  and  p 
HsheJ  **  The  Natujal  History  of  Noriliainpionihire-" 


d^^ 


At  RoTHwELLi*  cftllefl  EowELL,  a  parish  which  gi^es  name 
to  the  hcindred,  was  prcvionsto  the  dissololion,  a  Priory,  Kir 
Kuiijt  of  the  Augustine  order.  The  fotinder  m  not  mentionetif 
hut  probably  he  was  one  of  the  Clare  finiily,  whose  sucecs5^«n 
in  the  tnatior^  appear  upon  record  as  itii  patrons.  This  wafi  m 
cun si dtrabk'* market  town,  but  tht*  market  ha3  lieen  longdift- 
coMtinued.  The  mark et> house  is  however  still  i{tuiiding»  and 
from  the  style  of  the  building  Is  an  object  of  curiofiity-  It  w»i 
hegun  by  Sir  Thomas  Tresham,  but  owing  la  his  deaths  was 
ntiver  completed  ;  the  third  or  upper  story,  wliich  formed  part 
of  the  plan,  not  haying  been  built.  The  remains  of  the  present 
structure,  which  h  fast  gomg  to  decay,  consists  of  a  aquttrebasf 
jnent  story, M'iih  large  pointed  eiuraucc  ^rches  to  an  arej,  con- 
stUiiMTig  a  market-place;  and  ovtr^  a  suit  of  rooms*  with  wide 
squik re -headed  windows.  The  north  front  has  an  adtanced 
gateway^  reaching  to  the  height  of  the  buihling,  the  whole  or- 
namented with  pilasters  of  the  Doric  order,  ^vhich  support  an 
entaUiature,  and  on  the  architrave,  under  the  cornice,  arc 
shiftid^  charged  with  the  arniisof  many  familieii  in  the  comUy* 
with  the  follow  idg  in  crip  lion  lamui  the  frijte  :  "  TItonta  Trey* 
ami  miiiiisJtiU  hoc  opus  in  graiiam  duici3 paiwfecU  wim  iribut- 

que 

*  Thh  placer  JBiJflQ  denamin&tt'd  from  two  reimtkablr  ipring^t  i  die  water  of 
one  calJcd  Sliotwell,  »  of  a.  at  to  ng  petrify  nig  qnqJilj  j  «jmJ  iti  lli^  tulitr,  ins 
frequejitlj  fouiitij  nHiriR  espceially  iti  ttio  mouth  of  ^Atuh^  oaturrou^  sju*|i 
|3J)ncB,  cotijucturftt  by  some  ntttutiilists  i&  hi  lLii!i50  of  joung  fro^tj  faeiice  j| 
|o«»  by  lie  QQuje  of  iJojTj-wdl.         , 
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f!if  Norihamptoiiia:  vel  maxime  hujusque  vicini  sihi  pagi.  Nihil 
prater  honum  commune  qiiasivit,  nihil  prater  decus perennc  amtco- 
rum.  31ale  qui  inicrpretatur  dignus  haud  tanlo  est  bono,  Afu 
Dom.  millessimo  quingentcssimo  septnagessimo  septimo,"  Thii 
Thomas  Tresham  received  th*  honor  of  knighthood  at  Kcnil- 
worth  Castle,  from  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  but  zealously  attached  to 
the  Romish  persuasion,  lie  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  cour^ 
and  he  appears  to  have  been  several  times  taken  into  custody, 
for  recusancy,  and  from  his  last  dctainder,  was  discharged  De- 
cember 8, 1597.  He  studied  architecture,  and  displayed  con- 
iiderable  taste  in  that  elegant  science :  besides  this  market-hall» 
he  built  Livcden-house,  now.  demolished,  and  probably  several 
others.  He  died  in  the  third  year  of  James  the  First.  His  son 
and  successor,  Francis  Tresham,  was  still  more  strenuous  in 
ihe  Cvitholic  cause ;  and  though  a  principal  projector  in  the 
treasonable  and  nefarious  design,  termed  the  gnn-powder  plot» 
yet  providentially  became  the  instrument  of  its  discovery.  Fof 
he  sent  tlic  letter  to  Lord  Montegle,  who  had  married  Eliza- 
beth Tresham,  his  sister,  which  contained  the  information  that 
first  induced  a  suspicion,  and  then  led  to  the  detection  of  the 
design.  Having  been  attainted  with  the  other  conspirators,  be 
was  apprehended  and  committed  to  the  tower,  where  he  died^ 
as  some  have  suspected,  by  means  of  poison. 

In  the  church  are  several  monumental  memorials  of  the  Tree- 
ham,  Lunt,  Humble,  Lane,  and  Hill  fomilics.  Against  the  north 
wall  of  the  chancel^  is  a  white  marble  monument,  having  an 
arched  pediments,  with  urns,  supported  by  columns  of  the  Ionic 
order.  A  tablet  beneath,  has  an  inscription  sacred  to  the  me- 
mory of  Andrew  Lant,Esq.  of  Thorpe  Underwood,  lord  of  Roth- 
well  manor,  who  died  Jan.  16,  1694 ;  and  Judith,  his  wife,  whe 
diedDec.  31,  1705. 

RusiiTON  Church  contains  a  handsome  monument,  erected 
in  1804,  commemorative  of  Charles,  fifth  Viscount,  and  Barcni 
Cullen,  of  the  county  of  Donegal,  in  Ireland,  who  died  June  7, 
1802  j  and  Sophia^  Viscountess  Cullen,  who  died  July  13, 

jP  1803. 
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1809.  This  wattbe  tribute  «l  film)  afTectfim  horn  tbtdt  a% 
the  Hod.  William  Cockayne*  whose  virtues  art*  iirobably  nr 
jpmdcdfby  this  tiiDe»  €n  t^e  ^nm^  jii^puk'lirul  i%inembmirer;  ht 
^  |a(vnigdi«d  it  his  sest,  in  tbi<  ptucf,  Oct.  B,  1B09. 
-1  KosHTOii  HalIv  ia  th^^  purittbi  ia  beauliruUy  Hthint^tl  mi  § 
gentle  declivity, sloping  |io  thi:  tivtr  Im,  wUich  (»ai»{(iti^  uml't-r  • 
handsome  bridge  of  two  ^rcltt^ij  j^iTcs  u  ple&smg  t^lieirt  i»t  tlit 
diTcrsified  plantations.  Tti^  receni  spirite*)  und  lasieful  octupWr 
the  Hon.  William  Coc](m}MK>,  Accond  son  of  tbc;  Uic- Vi^^titaik 
(Zulicn^  had  made  scTora^  alioratioiSp  «nd  |>rr>jeci^cl  fnnhvr  m- 
provements; butto these  ^ht^  arbitrator  ofall  hitmai]  evfuii^  ^ t 
andden  teto,  by  calling bim  pn^maiiirely  from  thU  sta^^c 


Fos  Hiu«  in  the  peris^  ofStaiiiTerTf  Is  »  rcmsirksblr  i^lrr? 
aconpimed  with  st^verail  Umtr  hills.     A   place 
CiAls^rerd«|b  supposed  (o  b«  tho  !ike  of  wt  juicit-tii  ca«tl«« 

The  Tillage  of  THomi;  Mal&oii*  gsive  birth  i4j  oneof^ 
early  English  Antiquariejii,  Hoitf  ut  TalboTp  who  nas  bom 
about  the  latter  end  of  tfie  fiftccncb  century.  He  receifi*d  a 
classical  education  at  WiiichesUT,  whence  be  ri?it\cived  to  Nr« 
CoIlc«;c,  Oxford,  and  became  fellow  of  that  society*  in  l&idr 
A  prcbendal  stall  in  the  cathedral  of  Wells^  ^as  presented  to 
him  in  1541 ;  and  in  1540,  be  was  instituted  to  the  rectory  ef 
his  nutii'c  place.  In  the  year  follo^Ting,  he  was  appointed  to  a 
prcbendj  with  the  office  of  treasurer  in  the  church  of  Norwicbt 
vrherc  he  died  the  latter  end  of  August,  1538,  and  was  iuterred 
ill  the  cathedral  of  that  city.  He  is  said  to  have  been  well 
skilled  in  English  antiquities,  which  gained  him  the  esteem  ef 
inany  learned  men.  He  appears  to  have  been  the  friend  and  as* 
socidte  of  Lcland,  whp  speaks  of  his  antiquarian  knowledge,  and 
praises  him  for  liis  great  care  and  assiduity,  in  collecting  scarce 
and  valuable  books,  manuscripts  and  other  literary  monuments. 
Jlis  collectien  he  bequeathed  to  New  College  library.  Amongst 
others  of  his  works,  he  left  annotations  in  Latin,  on  that  part  of 
ihc  Itinerary  of  Antoninus,  that  relates  to  Great  Britain,  of  which 
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Camden  in  his  Britannia,  and  Burton  in  his  Commentary,  seem 
to  have  made  considerable  use.  These  have  since  been  pub- 
lished by  Hearne,  in  his  edition  of  LelaixL* 


ORLINGBURY  HUNDRED, 

Is  considerably  diversified  in  its  surface,  and  many  of  the  db« 
taut  views  are  both  pleasing  and  extensive.  Several  parishes  in 
this  hundred  appertained  to  that  of  Maleslea,  till  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  Edward  tht;  First,  when  they  became  incorporated 
u  ith  Orliiigbury,  which  m  its  present  state  comprises  the  vil- 
'  lages  of  Brixxi-orth,  Broughton,  Craniey,  Hanington,  Hardwick, 
liar roiv dens.  Great  and  Little,  Isham,  Lamport,  with  the  hamlet 
of  Hanging  Houghton,  and  chapelry  of  Faxton,  Oid  or  JVold» 
Orlingburi/,  Pytcheljf,  Scaldweli,.  and  H'algrave. 

Brixworth  is  a  large  respectable  village,  on  the  southern 
verge  of  the  hundred.  Rockingham  forest,  though  now  many 
miles  distant,  formerly  extended  to  this  parish;  and  in  the 
fifteenth  of  Henry  the  Third,  permission  was  granted  to  Simon 
Fitz-Simon,  the  lord  of  the  manor,  to  "  plant  a  small  spinney  ad* 
joining  his  garden,"  on  express  condition  of  "  not  interfering 
with  the  liberties  of  the  forest.''  Towards  the  close  of  the  same 
reign,  he  procured  for  himself  and  heirs^  the  more  valuable  pri* 
vilege  of  a  weekly  market,  every  Tuesday  at  this  place ;  and  for 
an  annual  fair,  continued  for  three  days^  commencing  on  the 
eve  of  St.  Boniface. 

How  long  these  customs  existed,  there  is  no  data  by  which  to 
determine,  but  it  seems  not  unreasonable  to  suppose,  they 
ceased  with  the  extinction  of  the  family,  to  whom  they  were 
i;rautcd.    The  base  of  a  crots,  on  an  asceqt  of  two  or  three  steps 

is 

♦  RohcritTalboii  Vila,  published  at  ibc  end  of  ll»e  third  vohime  ofLelond'n 
Iiinerar^'. 
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history  and  antiquities  of  his  native,  country  first  engagc<f 
sUention,  is  UTicertain,  but  in  1590  he  ext^lured  the  tn^iKii 
pMca!  treasincs  of  Wiilc^,  in  company  with  Camden*   and 
ing  a  frw  ycnrs  after  resigned  to  his  cukbrated  c<iadjutnr 
general  enimiries  connected  with  this  subject,  he  eonftned 
self  to  the  ecclci^Iastical  department,  but  finding  his  Itdi 
even  here,  superceded  by  Fox,  he  liuiitcd  his*  researches  to 
clcsiastical  biography,  aroi  in  1(30!  prt)duced  **  A  CafaKo| 
the  Bishops  of  England,  since  the  Jir!«t  planting  of  reUg^ii 
fhi.s  ishmd;  together  with  a  brief  history  of  their  lives  and 
tnorable  actions,  $o  near  as  can  be  gathered  out  of  aniiquil 
Tlii*  work  formed  si   new  era  in  British  biography,  and  Q« 
Elizi\beth  very  appropriately  rewarded  this  tribute  to  epii 
pacy,  by  bestowing  the  vacant  mitre  of  Landaf!'  on  the  autl 
and  permitting  him,  in  consideration  of  it«  slender  rerenm 
retain   his   pr«?vious  prcf«L"rmenis.     In  l(il7  lie   receiretj 
King  James  the  more  lucrative  see  of  Hereford,  whicli  be 
till  his  death  in  \6^^,  at  the  advanced  age  of  «evenly-t1 
He  published  a  corrected  and  enlar^^cd  edition  of  the  ♦' 
Joguc ;"  in  1615   reprinted  it  in  Latin,  and  aflcnrarclsac 
**  An  Appendix  ad  Comment,  &c,"     It  was  re-pnblished> 
Lirge  corrections,  &c*  in   1743,  by  Dr.  Richardson.     His  •* 
mm  An^litanun  Henricu  8,  Edwardo  6,   and  Maria  Regn^ 
bus!,  Annales,**  (oL  after  reaching  three  editions,  was  traiisli 
iuto   Eiij(ii.sh  by   his  son  Morgan  Godwin,  under  the  title  of^ 
*•  Annals  of  England." 


Great  IlAnTinwoEN,  an  insignificant  village  between 
lingborough  and  Kettering,  was  the  residence  of  the   nobh 
mily  of  Vaux,  for  upwards  of  three  centuries.      During 
bloody  contention  which  sprung  from  the  rival  clahns  of  j 
red   and  white  rose.  Sir  William  Vaux  wannly  espoiue>d 
cause  of  th»  unfortunate  Henry,  for  which  he  wa^   attaintei 
the  accession  of  Edward,  and  his  estates  confiscated.     The? 
were,  however*  restored  to  his  son^  Sir  Xtcholai;rby  TIenry 
Seventh,  with  whom  he  was  a  great  favorite^     la  ihe  sucr 
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ing  reign  he  filled  various  important  appointments,  and  in  1523 
was  created  Baron  Vaux  of  Harrowden.  He  lived  in  great 
splendor,  and  was  highly  accomplished ;  many  oS  the  poetical 
pieces  are  ascribed  to  him,  in  '« the  paradise  of  dainty  devices." 
His  second  wife  was  Anne,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Green,  the  last  representative  of  a  family  long  famed  in 
this  coimty,  for  their  immense  wealth  and  local  influence.  Th« 
title  became  extinct  in  16GI,  on  the  demise  of  Edward,  the 
fourth  lord,  who  bequeathed  his  estates  to  Nicholas  Knolles,  hit 
wife's  son,  by  the  Earl  of  Banbury*  The  present  manor  house^ 
a  spacious  handsome  edifice,  pleasantly  situated,  has  long  stood 
unoccupied,  and  is  the  property  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  who  inhe- 
rits it  from  the  late  patriotic  Mar(|uis  of  Rockingham,  by  whose 
ancestor,  the  Honorable  Thomas  Wentworth,  it  was  erected. 

In  the  churcli  is  a  neat  mural  monument  for  Lady  Mary  Mil- 
bank,  daughter  of  the  first  marquis,  and  the  names  of  several 
children  of  Nicholas  Earl  of  Banbury  are  recorded  on  plain 
slabs  in  the  chancel. 

Lamport  Hall,  midway  from  Northampton  to  Harborougfa,  is 
the  seat  of  Sir  Justinian  Isham,  Bart,  and  has  been  in  the -posses- 
sion of  his  family  from  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century.  Th« 
front  of  the  house,  towards  the  road,  was  designed  by  John 
Webb,  son-in-law  of  Inigo  Jones,  but  the  one  facing  the  village 
is  in  the  Elizabethan  style.  On  the  north  side  of  the  church 
is  a  chapel,  or  burial-place,  for  the  Lshams,  abounding  with  mu- 
ral mementos.  In  tliis  parish  is  the  small  chapelry  of  Faxton, 
the  church  of  which  contains  a  fine  monument  to  Sir  Auguftinc 
Nicoles.  It  is  composed  of  black  and  white  marble,  with  au 
elHgy  representing  him  in  his  judge's  robes,  kneeling  before  a 
desk,  on  which  is  placed  a  book;  and  on  the  right  is  a  statue  of 
Justice,  and  on  the  left. another  of  Wisdom.  He  was  born  at 
Kcton,  studied  law  in  the  Middle  Temple,  and  was  appointed 
one  of  the  justices  in  the  court  of  common  pleas.  He  died 
whilst  on  the  circuit  at  Kendal,  in  161 G. 
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published  in  2  vols,  folio,  1791.     [See  an  account 

in  the  List  of  B«oks  at  the  end,]     Mn  Wballey  was  also  a«thor 

of  "  A  Vindication  of  the  Evidencts  and  Authenticity  of 

Gosptrls''    An  iii(|uiry  into  the  karuiAg  of  Shakeypegircw^j 

was  aba  editor  of  a  new  edition  of  Beii  Jouion^s  \vork5^ 

motes,  in  se%'ea  vohunts,  8vo.     lie  died  in  I75l» 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


This  town,  by  ihu  author  of  Parochial  Anltqnitiet^, 
conl^junded  with  Wt:jidlebury  iu  Oxfordshire,  and  is  by 
*vt|>j>06ed  to  derive  ilii  name  from  the  Teutonic  term,  ran 
or  Uie  Saxon  aaiuinan,  to  wander*  whence  come  the 
vandal j,  ,vvai:idalen4«  &c.     But  with  UQUch  greater  pr«»babi 
tlic  place  obtained  its  present  appellation  from  the  foujita 
water,  or  wells,  with  which  it  abounds,     A  mineral  «|)ruig^ 
xleiiomixuted  Hcdivdi,  was  furmeily  of  considerable  cH 
for  iu  inediciua!  eOects.     It  issues  out  at  the  fool  of  ihf: 
an  open  field,  about  half  a  mile  north-west  of  the  town^ 
walcr  i&  impregnated  with  a  small  portion  ot'carboufttv  oC 
and  is  a  light,  sparkling,  mild  clialybeate.      The  tpwi 
more  re^urtud  to  formerly*  than  at  pre^m.  In  the  year  16 
l&  said  that  King  Charles  ajid  his  Queen  resided  i<t  tevtti!>  a 
reason,  for  the  benefit  of  drinking  it  pure  at  itA  sotirctj.* 
name  bi'ing  Saxon  implie!^,  the  place  «vxs  nf  sofne  nQl«  lA 
period,  when  it  appeal*^  to  have  been  destroyed  by  the 
After  the  Conquest,  it  occurs  among  the  niinierous  po^se 
sumexed  to  the  abbey  of  Croyland,  in  Lin^ohisJiire;  ;ind 
suit  of  the  moidkii  belon^n^  to  that  hoa«c,  wa^  cuo^iU 
market  town,  by  a  chaj^ter  troni  King  John^     li.i^  p 
patly  situated   on  a  rod  sand  stfnie  rock^  of  wlui^i  ma 
the  houses  are  generally  buUt.     The  town  i&  dispose^ 
the  slope  of  a  bill,  nearly  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  riYcr 
Greater  part  of  the  house*  having  been  ertacd,  sobcecj 


•  Bridges'  in*t.  ol  Xoflhampfomliire,  Y«L  IL  p.  %4^ 


to  a  dreadful  fire,  which  happened  in  the  year  17JS,  are  neatly 
built:  and  from  the  altuation  of  the  ground,  the  streets  are  ge- 
nerally clean.  The  charch  is  a  larg«  building,  having  at  it^ 
ifrest  end  a  tower,  surmounted  by  a  h^ndtome  j^ire.  The  roofll 
of  the  ailes,  chancel,  and  chantry  chapeU,  are  decorated  with 
various  carved  work;  and  on  each  side  the. chancel  are  thre^ 
stalls,  like  those  in  cathedral  choirs.  The  eastern  window  U 
richly  ornamented  with  tracer yj  aod  sculpture  in  stone ;  and 
the  window-case  is  enriched  with  several  heads,  and  emblema- 
tic figures.  In  the  window  is  some  stained  glass>  with  figure* 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  clad  in  a  blue  robe,  with  a  crown  on  her 
head,  and  the  infant  Jesus  on  her  lap.  ■  Beneath  the  eastern  end 
t>f  the  church  is  a  crypt:  and  against  the  north  wall  of  the 
chancel  b  a  mural  slab,  with  this  inscription, ''  WilHam  Bathjfp 
Architect.  All  worldly  &brics  are  but  vanity  to  heavenly 
buildings,  for  eternity.  Sepul.  Nov.  SO,  1674,  »t  80."  Thii 
<;hQrch  had  a  guild  to  the  honour  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  the  re* 
Veauea  of  which  fraternity  amounting  annually  to  5/.  0s.  10c/.  were» 
in  the  second  year  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  appropriated  towards 
the  etectioB  and  endowment  of  a^lrf  ^amai«r-«cAoo/.  Thcsti- 
pend  for  a  master  and  usher  was  SO/,  per  annum ;  but  in  case 
there  should  be  two  masters,  one  for  teaching  Latin,  and  an- 
other for  instruction  in  English,  the  former  to  hare  an  annual 
allowance  of  twenty  marks,  and  the  latter  of  twenty  nobles. 
Here  is  also  a  large  charity  school,  and  two  meeting-housof:,  for 
the  public  worship  of  Independent  Dissenters.  Accord mg  to 
the  returns  made  to  parliament,  the  number  of  houses  is  iXfBt 
and  inhabitants  3385 ;  of  which  number  84$  were  state<l  to  b# 
employed  in  trade.  Formerly  a  considerable  manufacture  of 
worsted  stuiFs,  as  tammies,  harrateens,  &c.  em]>loyed  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants;  but  owing  to  war  and  other  cauees,  it  b^ 
joog  been  on  the  decline. 
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^'tiicii  is  bomwied  on  the  east  by  parta  of  nunlingdcm  *nrf 
Bedford  sliiri!^*,  wajt  at  the  Ume  of  the  Nofinajn  Survey  railed 
Hurhatsi,  ait^'rwartk  corrupted  mto  Hej,'ha5i,  «nd  now  into 
lligham;  and  receives  the  additional  appelhitioii  from  the  fe- 
mily  of  Fcfrt'rj*,  who  w€?fe  its  ancient  lord*.  This  htuidrFd 
i?f>nt«iris  the  fnirishefi  of  Bozcatt  Chdrritfrn^  cum  Caltleco*, 
Eoitmi  Muudit,  Hargrave,  Higham-Fcrrtrt,  IrehettcTt  Nexsiot^ 
Br(imvhf}fd,  RatmdJtf  Rm§3tcndf  Ru^Mcn,  Stanwickf  Strirt&M, 
and  U'ooimion^ 

Eaj*l  of  Castle- Ashby  is  Eastom  Mal^uvit,  where  was  fortnerlT 
u  large  mansion,  belonging  to  tlie  Vehejionx^  but  this  has  bem 
wholly  dcAtrO}  ed.  In  the  church  are  some  curious  monumentf 
lo  dlfli> rent  persions  of  that  family.  One  records  the  metnory 
of  Sit  €hrUti>jiher  I'fhcrton,  Km,  who  died  Nov,  !6lt,  ^ged  76, 
and  Mjfgarft  his  ludy.  Their  figures  are  placed  rcaimhent* 
»ad  1,'inblu^oiud  with  paintiugs.  Over  Ifaem  aro  two  arched 
cannple^  *>i'  mai-ble,  supported  by  six  stjuare  pillars.  £i^t 
figures  of  female  children,  and  two  of  male,  are  attached  to  the 
side  of  the  tomb.  Sir  Christopher  was  Sergeant  at  Law  in  the 
time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  ai^d  Speaker  of  the  Parliament  in  the 
39th  year  of  that  queen's  reign.  Another  monument  is  for  Sir 
Henry  Yelverton,  son  of  the  former;  whose  effigy  represents 
him  in  judicial  robes,  and  at  his  side  is  a  figure  of  his  Lady,  Aime, 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Twisden.  Over  them  is  a  vast  canopy, 
with  statues  on  the  top,  and  supported  by  two  large  figures  of 
Almsmen  or  Priests,  in  black  go>vn8,  with  hoods,  and  having 
great  cushions  on  their  heads.  Attached  to  the  plinth  ar« 
^gures  of  four  boys  and  five  girls. 

Sir  Henry  Yelverton,  was  born  at  this  place  June  29, 
15C6,  and  after  studying  some  time  at  Oxford,  removed  to  Gray's 
Inn,  where  he  became  celebrated  for  his  skill  in  the  English 
laws.  He  was  first  made  solicitor,  and  soon  afterwards  attorney- 
general  to  King  Jamcj  the  First.     He,  however^  lost  the  court 
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Civour  on  several  occasions;  once,  refusing  to  plead  ag^ainst  hit 
patron,  the  Earl  of  Somerset,  who  was  to  be  tried  for  the  sup* 
posed  murder  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury,  he  was  sent  to  the 
tower/but  was  soon  released,  and  reinstated  in  his  office.  Again 
he  was  discharged,  fined,  and  committed  to  the  tower,  for  bar- 
ing passed  some  clauses  in  the  charter  of  the  city  of  London^ 
not  consonant  to  the  royal  warrant.  The  Duke  of  Buckingham,, 
who  had  been  his  majesty's  instigator  on  these  occasions,  sud- 
denly changed  his  opinion  of  Sir  Henry,  visited  him  in  prison, 
procured  his  release,  obtained  for  him  once  more  tlie  king's  fa- 
vour, and  he  was  first  made  judge  of  the  king's  bench,  and 
then  of  the  common  pleas,  in  which  station  he  died,  A.D.  16S5. 
A  few  writiags,  under  his  name,  are  extant  Several  of  his 
speeches  in  parliament ;  reports  uf  divers  special  cases  in  the. 
•court  of  king's  bench,  Lond.  1G61.  The  rights  of  the  people 
of  England,  concerning  impositions, 'Lond.  1679.  From  these, 
writings  he  appears  to  have  been  an  acute  and  able  lawyer;  and* 
considering  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  times,  a  friend  and  su]>- 
porter  of  coiistitutioual  liberty. 

On  a  black  ntarblc  lubiet,  between  marble  pilasters  of  the. 
Corinthian  order,  5vhich  support  a  monument  on  the  north  si<le 
4if  tlie  chancel,  is  a  long  Latin  inscriptiou,  commemorative  e£ 
tlie  Right  Reverend  Father  in  <Jod,  TnoMAs  Morton,  who 
was  successively  a  Canon  of  York,  Dean  of  Glocestcr,  Win- 
chester, Bishop  of  Chester,  Lichfield,  and  Coventry,  and  lastly 
of  Durham ;  in  which  see  he  died,  A.D.  1G59,  in  the  95th  year 
of  his  age,  and  the  44th  of  his  episcopate. 

An  inscription  on  a  tablet  between  two  Ionic  columns,  re- 
cords the  memory  of  Charles  Longueville,  BtiroH  Grey  of 
Ruthin t  who  engaged  in  the  Civil  Wur,  died  prematurely  at 
Oxford  in  the  year  1643;  and  was  buried  in  the  Chapel  of 
(^hristchurch  Cullege  in  that  university.  Other  mum!  stones 
are  conimemorative  of  Sir  Chrittophcr  Yclvcrtan,  KnL  and 
Ban.  who  died  Duceniber  4,  1654;  and  of  Ann  his  wife,  who 
died  1G70.  Susanna,  Baroness  Gretf  qf  Ruthin,  who  died  Ja- 
tujujry  2H,  1 079.  Charles,  Lord  Grey  qf^  Ruthin,  who  died  May  17, 
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Til  ihe  same  year,  A  neat  monument  records  Ih^  m6^ilir»r^  «f 
Ilenr^  Vl^cmini  Longirftuih/ \p}n3  loKt  his  life  whik-  d«fi*n4in^ 
the  royal  cnuse  against  the  rebels,  in  the  tune  of  CftiWlea  tht 
First  The  Church  of  Eastern  vt^mUta  af  a  tiare,  twii  aite«,  1 
^hancelj  and  western  tO'w'er.  The  bttcr  is  surjnoiiiW^d  by  t 
light  tapcrmg  npitu  which  b  connected  to  ihe  tower  by  flying 
liuttresses. 

A  TO%v?r  T^^hjch  gives  name  to  the  hundr<*d»  is  Ei^.uMt^  orta 
rocky  cleTation,  abounding  with  springs*  It  i^ahout  half  » 
mile  distant  from  tlie  north- e  cist  cm  bank  of  lh«  "f^cn,  and  if 
a  place  of  comitlerable  note  and  antiquity.  North  writ!  of  the 
church,  is  a  spot  called  the  tattk-^ard,  the  site  of  »  castle, 
which  is  supposed  to  have  been  erected  by  one  of  the  Ftmert 
family.  Bot  more  probably  by  Thomas,  Batl  qf  Lmwasier,  wn 
of  Edmi^nd,  ycmngerson  of  Henry  the  Third;  who  obtained 
this  lordship  in  the  liftieth  year  of  that  nionarch's  reign.  In 
t^e  fifth  year  of  Edwtird  the  Second  he  waK  at  the  head  of  the 
associated  nobihty,  whn,  under  the  pretext  of  supporting  ptrbltc 
liberty,  demanded  and  obtained  the  dismissal  of  Piers  de  Ga- 
tcslonj  the  rftyal  fiivourit**  Afterwards  he  tool:  the  lead  in  th^ 
&rmed  conftderacy,  which  brought  the  Pno  Be  Spenders  to  jw^ 
ticfij  and  dethroned  the  kin^.  The  ground  of  the  castle-j-ard  is 
divLdcd  into  two  parU^,  by  a  deep  foss,  running  from  cast  to 
■  v-ent.  That  on  the  south  side  containtJ  ;tbout  two  acres:  the 
on)y  remains  are  hollows,  heaps  of  ru^[l^■,  and  f ootid ations  ot 
i^alis-  Tht  northern  division,  bolfh  in  tMcnt  and  .^irt;f!gth,  afn 
fear^  to  have  been  the  most  considcrahle  work.  It  comprise* 
liear?y  four  acres,  having  on  the  ca^t  ^ide  a  ¥i^ry  large  moat, 
about  Why  feet  wldii^  and  Rve  hundred  feet  long;  and  another 
on  tht  south  side  of  iiimilar  diinefisit>ns»  This,  it  is  conjetturtd, 
was  picperfy  the  5iite  of  the  tusilei  and  tht  spat^e  to  the  soiitbj 
thf  situation  of  t lie  advanced  and  cotefiRg  works. 

The  cf;urch,  a  Landsorn*  strttcturtj  ccnsists  of  a  nave,  ehmn- 
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ccl,  ancl  ailcs  to  the  south  and  north.  Those  of  the  chancel  are' 
dWided  from  H  by  screens,  decorated  with  carving.  On  each 
«ide  the  ehancel  are  ten  stalls:  tjndcr  the  first,  on  the  right,  is 
a  cArted  bead  of  Archbishop  Chicbele :  and  on  the  first,  to  xht 
left,  an  angel  holding  a  shield,  impaling  the  arms  of  Chichele, 
with  those  of  the  see  of  CantcHMiry.  On  the  rest  are  carved  vSi- 
rioTis  Fsinciful,  and  emblematic  ilevices.  At  the  west  end  of  th* ' 
nare,  on  a  handsome  embattled  tower,  is  raised  a  finely  propor- 
tioned hexagonal  spire,  with  crockets  running  up  the  angles. 
The  greater  part  of  the  present  spire  is  not  two  centuries  old;  fbt 
the  nW  spire,  and  part  of  the  tower  felling  down)  the  re-ediS- 
cation  Vras  begun  in  1682,  by  subscription,  to  wbich  Archbishop' 
Laud  appears  to  have  been  a  liberal  contributor.  In  that  year 
articles  of  agrt.*ement  were  drawn  up  between  the  Corporation 
and  Richard  Atkins,  mason,  of  Higham  Ferrers,  by  which  lli« 
latter  engaged,  in  consideration  of  receiving  CXXXV/.  to  re- 
build the  stQcpl^,  then  raised  as  far  as  the  bell  floor ;  so  that 
the  said  steeple  should  be  from  the  ground  to  the  battlements, 
seventy -one  feet;  and  thence  to  the  top  of  the  spire,  nin^y 
nine  feet  in  height.  This  is  attached  to  the  tower,  by  flying  bat-* 
tresses  at  the  angles.  The  western  front  of  the  towet*  displays 
somfe  curious  architectural  features.  At  the  base  is  a  pointed 
arched  doorway,  with  two  openings  beneatli  flattened  arches. 
The  mouldings  surrounding  themj  arc  charged  with  sculpture, 
of  figures,  foliage,  &c.  Immediately  over  these  are  ten  circu- 
lar compartments,  or  panels  of  basso-relievo,  representing  so 
many  passages  from  the  New  Testament.*  In  the  chancel,  utt-' 
der  an  arch  on  the  north  side  of  tlie  altar  steps,  is  a  free-stone 
monument,  covered  with  a  marble  slab,  having  a  brass  inlaid^ 
on  which  is  the  portrait  of  a  man,  bearing  On  its  breast  this  in- 
scription, "  fili  dei  miserere  mei."  Above,  and  on  the  sidei, 
were  placed  eighteen  figures  of  Apostles  and  Saints,  most  of 
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*  A  small  engraveil  represcutmion  of  these,  with  views  of  the  door^miy, 
tower,  aud  a  cross  in  the  church- yard,  are  published  in  "  the  Antiqoariaa 
and  Topo^raphidl  Cabinet." 


which  have  b^*ii  sacrUegiuu&ly  removed-  Round  the  frieze  nf 
the  arch,  "  Supcipiat  me  Cbristus,  qui  vocaTit  me*— In  sinu 
Abrahe  angel i  dedue^nt  mc/*  On  the  marble,  betieatb  the  por- 
traits  '*  Hie  jacet  Laifi-nilius  dc  Sia  J^faurOt  quondam  rector 
istius  Ecce  cujus  aiiime  propicietur  Dcus,"  Upon  a  marble  in 
the  north  part  of  the  chancel  is  thie  inscription*  to  the  memory 
of  the  parents  «f  Archbishop  Chicbele.  "  Hie  jacet  Thomas  Chi* 
chek,  qui  obiit  XXV°  die  mensis  Febru^ii  aimo  liiii  milLnio 
CCCC"V  et  Agnts  uxor  ejus^  quorum  arumabus  propitietur  deui. 
Arjieu/* 

Oa  a  stone  in  the  s&me  chancel  are  ertp^ved  figures  in  braii* 
of  a  man,  habited  as  a  monk«  and  a  woman  m  the  dre<s  of  a 
nun,  included  in  a  niche  supported  by  pillara ;  representattTe,  as 
supposed^  of  William  ChicAek,  brother  of  the  archbishop,  and 
Beatrix  hi$  wife.  On  varioufi  stones  have  b«*eii  erpblesL^  and 
imcriptionSf  but  most  of  the  brassies  are  removed. 

A  College  was  founded  here,  in  the  year  1422«  by  Henry 
Chichelc,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  for  tight  secular  canons^ 
one  of  whom  was  to  he  master^  four  clerks,  one  to  act  as  grain- 
mar^majiterj  another  an  music*masLerj  and  six  choristers;  £or 
the  support  uf  which,  he  endowed  it  with  various  estaies.  By 
the  survey  made  of  the  possessions  in  1j35,  it  was  found  to 
have  an  annual  revenue  of  204/,  bs.  6d.  and  aftef  ditlerenl  de* 
duction^,  one  of  which  was  ^  pcnn^  a  da^  to  thirteen  poor  per- 
sons to  pray  for  the  soul  of  the  founder,  a  clear  income  remain- 
ed of  l^QL2i.ld.  per  annum.  Thi&j  with  the  house,  in  the 
'  thirty -lifih  year  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  reign,  wer*;  BUf* 
rendered  to  the  t  rovvn.  The  building,  which  appears  to  hate 
been  of  a  quadrangular  form,  but  now  in  a  ruinous  state,  wa* 
flome  years  since  converted  into  an  inn;  and  the  chapel  dese* 
crated  to  the  purpose;!  of  a  kitchen.  A  portion  of  the  revenues 
form  the  endowment  of  the  present  FREE-scnnDL,  the  bouse  for 
which  is  a  handsome  stone  building,  situated  at  the  north^^ve^ 
end  of  the  church,  having  an  embattled  parapet- 

The  aimst  or  btad  home,  on  the  south  side  of  the  church,  wti 
also  founded  and  endowed  by  Archbishop  Chichele^  fortwehe 
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|)Oor  men  and  one  woman,  with  a  daily  allowance  to  each  per- 
son of  one  penny.     The  oldest  pensioner  is  styled  the  ^ior. 

The  town  of  Highani,  is  a  borough  by  prescriptive  right,  and 
was  incorporated  in  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary.  The  Corpo- 
ration comprises  a  Mayor,  seven  Aldermen,  thirteen  capital 
Burgessesj  and  other  inferior  officers.  The  Aldermen  arechoien 
out  of  the  Burgesses,  and  the  Mayor  elected  annually  from  the 
body  of  Aldermen.  The  Mayor  has  a  right  of  holding  a  Court 
every  three  weeks,  for  the  determining  actions  for  debt,  in  any 
sum  under  forty  pounds;  and  annually  he  holds  a  Court-4eet,  pre- 
viouB  to  the  expiration  of  his  oiiice.  By  virtue  of  the  same 
charter,  the  place  sends  one  member  to  pariiament,  and  the 
elective  franchu»e  is  vested  in  all  the  inhabitants,  exclusive  of 
such  as  receive  alms. 

The  town  is  small,  consisting  of  two  streets,  a  lane,  and  what 
is  here  called  the  market-5/eac/,  in  which  stands  a  croM, bearing 
a  cube  at  top,  and  on  the  four  sides  are  carved  in  stone,  difierent. 
figures,  emblematic  of  the  crucitixion*  The  elevated  situation, 
of  the  town,  renders  it  clean  and  dry,  and  from  the  salubrity  of 
the  air,  it  is  generally  considered,  a  pleasant  place  for  residence. 
By  the  returns  under  the  population  act,  the  number  of  houses 
is  125,  and  inhabitants  726.  From  its  formerly  having  had 
three  weekly  markets,  it  was  very  probably  then  much  more 
populous.  Those  kept  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  have  long 
been  disused,  and  the  one  held  on  Saturdays,  is  much  decayed, 
though  here  are  still  seven  well  accustomed  fairs.  . 

Henry  Cuichele,  justly  the  proud  boastof  this  place,  was  bom 
here,  educated  at  Winchester  School,  and  made  by  William  de 
Wykeham,  one  among  the  first  fellows  of  his  newly-founded 
college,  at  Oxford.  After  having  been  appointed  to  several 
preferments  in  the  church,  in  1409,  he  was  sent  by  King  Henry 
the  Fourth,  to  the  Council  of  Pisa,  and  was  by  the  Pope  conse- 
crated Bishop  of  St  David's,  at  Vienna ;  and  afterwards  advanc- 
ed to  the  See  of  Canterbury,  by  King  Henry  the  Fifth.  From 
motives  of  policy,  he  refused  to  accept  of  a  CardinaPs  cap.' 
Though  zealous  for  the  spiritual  power  of  the  Romish  See,  and  a 
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wk^tttf  pef**«trtftr  of  l^yJludism  j  ytt  no  mm  in  km  PsfQ^fion. 
WM  €Tef  *  fJtronger  aa^rter  of  the  Knglislt  lUTOtrliesj  irr  >  iwirr 
^rmiioti^  ojipfrtet  of  papal  U:turpftttQni4  atid  citcrrtachinMit*,  tJlui 
I'tik'hclT*  H e  ifiode ,  and  ckftrly  df-fined  lb t*  tl ifll- renct  litt w*rii 
^ttof^ptipery  *tid  Ctuhe^^xs^rv^  oppugning  ihr  our,  aiid  i^ 
pofiamg  tlw  othtr.  \Vbft«  tlw;  Pailbment,  which  tiict  at  Ld- 
c^sttT,  in  the  time  of  Ilpnry  the  Fifth,  formed  •  pititi  for  lh*dto- 
^fjtton  «f  the  Abbk'^j  lt<-  artfully,  by  hi?*  policy,  wcndcied  it 
iilpfkruvc:  fatisfyiiig  the  royal  wishes  by  a  gram  of  a  lmrg*b«- 
ntff  okiiee  firmn  the  oU-i^gy,  and  promm^s  of  more.  Of  his  l*(Te 
of  Ifaniin^t  nmi  his  liheml  rnctmrugcmcnt  ibr  tts  diflmitifi,  %h^ 
noble  Hi5tiTitttfrn.f  !ie  fi)tiiidi'rd  and  endowed^  are  strong  and  kkAv 
btg  motimnenli-  St,  B<:murd*js-  Hospital,  aflenvaitU  conTcrtetf 
hy  the  atliUtiorml  huuiity  of  Mi-p  \Vhiti\,  into  a  c^illegt  l>y  Xht 
name  nfSt.  Jolvn**,  luOxfard^  was  erected  and  supported  at  his 
txpcnce*  And  if  no  other  renitibed,  All-sourn  Collegr,  itt  the 
ffftnie  nnifemty,  founded  by  htm>  in  1 4*18,  would  he  amply 
ffofgctent  df  lUcU  lu  imiaortaUKc  his  iii^mory.    He  died  iii  ih«; 


CtiF,iiT^)ri  iJi  ihe  parish  of  InciiBSTEitj  rcceif es  it^  appetlatiOitl 
from  a  Rmuaii  fortification,  or  catjnp  to  which  the  Saxi^ns  alwavi 
l^ve  the  name  of  restre.  TliisiUciVr  called  ttie  frnrrou?,  was  of  a 
ptralUdogrmnfttic  fimui  conttiining  about  eighteen  acres,  in- 
closed wvith  a  wall  nln^  feet  thick,  built  hi  th*  herring  back 
fashion,  and  faced  with  flat  ston*?3i.  The  situation  is  decliTo^ : 
the  lotigest  diameter  runs  pamllel  with  the  irourse  of  the  Titti, 
north  and  south.  Various  leamins  hate  been  fo^md^  which 
indicate  a  Roman  origin,  and  even  Mr.  Morton^t  whoise  bias  oca 
r1)  occa!>ionS',  appears  in  favonr  of  Scandifitiviitit  anti^uiticSj  h 
constrained  to  acknowledge,  «*  although   it  was  walled  aboni 
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|}ubtUheil  la  BtG,  i699.  A  pajtiiMt  ot  liint,  from  ^ttmtfd  §)««9«  h  puhhibed  m 
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with  stone,  that  this  might  have  been  a  summer  camp  of  iSh^ 
Romans;  the  Hyb<^rn!if:uh]m  or  winter  station,  having  been  iit 
the  adjoining  village  of  Irchestcr."  The  vestige«<  in  this  case 
were  too  many,  and  the  indications  too  strong  for  subterfugei  in 
favour  of  any  hypothesis.  The  ruins  have  aflbrded  ample  proof 
to  what  people  and  period  thoy  ought  to  be  assigned ;  and  in 
«uch  eases  it  requires  no  reasoning  to  ascertain  a  palpable  fact 
Various  coins  haVe  been  discovered,  of  the  different  mints  of  Faus^ 
titta,  Adrianus,  Oratianus*  Antoninus,  Constantinos,  &c.  and 
som^  years  ago,  in  an  orchard  belonging  to  the  manor-hoasej 
wer6  fomvd  a  quantity  of  stiAW  brass  coins,  inclosed  in  an  xirn^ 
which  bad  a  ring  and  chain  appended  to  it ;  and  among  the 
ruins  on  the  south  side,  two  quadrangular  pillars,  about  four  feet 
ih  htight,  a«d  two  feet  square,  were  discovered.  These,  though 
apparently  uninscribed  stones,  %vere  evidently  sepuldu^l  altars. 
FragmentH  of  a  tessellated  pavement,  and  Roman  bricks,  hav* 
been  turned  up  by  the  plough  ;  al]  which  demonstrate  that  this 
place  was  a  encampment  of  the  Romans,  and  from  the  immcn.se 
thickness  of  the  walls,  and  the  river  running  immediately  under 
them,  it  seems  to  have  been  a  position  of  considerable  import^ 
fmce. 

BAUNns  is  a  village,  pleasingly  seated  on  an  eminence,  which 
9bomkbwith  springs.  One  of  these  is  of  a  petrifying  quality.' 
Here  were  formerly  large  quarries  of  rag  stone,  but  those  are 
either  exhausted,  or  the  working  discontinued  for  want  of  pro|Ter' 
demands.  The  church,  on  a  kiRy  spot  of  ground,  i»  a  curioim 
ancient  building,  and  displays  some  interesting  architectural 
and  ornamental  details.  It  comists  of  a  large  body,  with  two 
atfcfl,  a  spacious  chancel,  and  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  south  nikv 
$s  achauntry,  called  St.  Pfter's  ChtpieL  At  the  western  cndi^a 
lofty  steeple ;  some  of  the  windows  iu  which  are  of  the  Inticft 
shape,  wHh  clusttrred  columns.  The  western  elevation  is  dirlil- 
fd  into  four  tiers,  and  decorated  with  several  windows,  ar- 
(Tades,  &c.  and  "  a  singular  projection  in  the  form  of  a  W.'* 
Ifear  the  sOuth  side  of  the  church  is  the  bato  of  a  stone  (Voss 
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one  of  the  ?<icps  towhich  is  ornnmonttd  wilh  qufll«rfoiJ  p^nthr 
iud  the  HhaJ>  c-miiainH  aomc;  rtinaiii<*  of  «cutptiire>  At  Etauod* 
wa*  \}itrn  John  GnnMid^  who  built  Trirvily  Cc»Hege  Lit^riffp 
tod  pwt  of  Cbre  Hall  iti  Camhrirfgc- 

At  Mat  CoTTON>%  Knmlct  in  ttic  p;tryi  of  RtHCftTCAO.  ar« 

Ihr  remftiniiifif  n  sqnare  auitmhrncnt,  cami*iing  wf  lofty  c^rtb- 
«n  f,imp*irt»,  kr.  These  are  nearly  entire  uii  ihe  tiorifaein  aiid 
Wt^em  sidtrs*  In  ploughing,  varicrn*  Eoinan  com*  hare  b#eii 
timed  up;  ajid  nc:iir  the  fo^s  was  found  an  UYii*  contftmingasJve*: 
and  at  Midlow  Ctittxm,  not  far  dnUnt,  ruins  of  nimi«rr>u«  biiUd- 
iiig«  have  b««ii  discovered,  In  Sir  Richard  Hoate'*  rranslttiioii 
of  Giruldus  CatTibr*ji\»ls,  i»  a  map  of  the  foriA  erected  by  OstcK 
fins,  on  t!ie  livcr  Ntn»  srnd  this  at  Cfjti*>n  Milt,  h  errDticously 
placed  on  the  nonhein  aide  of  the  Nen  river,  whtrea*  it  is  oa 
Ihe  south.  « 

HiohamFmiKj  in  the  ptmhof  Hu&Hpc?f,Eincienily  belonged 
to  ihe  Dukes  of  Lancaster,  according  to  Nonlen.  The  mansioo 
eiX'Cted  by  one  of  tbentj  vi-as  standing  in  his  tittic,  and  then  in- 
habiled  by  Mr.  Ftinberton,  who  was  probably  mie  of  ihc  gfH- 
tlenian  ti&liers  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  This  family  had  consider- 
able possessions^  and  were  seated  here  for  several  generatioBs. 
The  present  demesne  appears  to  have  been  originally  imparked^ 
in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Second,  while  the  manor  belonged^  to 
the  crown.  It  is  mentioned  in  a  proclamation,  issued  in  the  2Sd 
year  of  King  James  the  First's  reign,  for  the  apprehension  of. 
persons  who  had  committed  outrages  in  the  royal  park-  at  High- 
am, Ferrers,  by  killing  aud  stealing  of  the  deer,  and  assaulting, 
and  beating  the  keepers.  Jt  was  afterwards  granted  to  the  fa-. 
mily  of  Long,  and  is  now  disparked. 

In  the  parish  of  Stanwick,  was  formerly  a  remarkable  spring, 
called  FinS'Wtll,  which  after  running  above  ground  for  the  dis- 
tance of  twelve  perches,  suddenly  disappeared.  Fragments  of 
a  Roman  tesieilated  pavement  were  some  years  since  discovered 

.at 


NORTHAMPTONSnmt.  189 

St  the  extremity  of  a  field,  called  Meadow  Furlong.  The  tower 
•f  the  parish  churchy  is  of  an  octangular  form,  with  a  lofry  spire, 
and  has  a  series  of  semicircular  windows  to  the  belfry  story. 

At  this  place  was  born  Dr  John  Dolben,  Archbishop  of  York, 
whose  father  had  the  rectory.  During  the  civil  war,  he  took  up 
arms  in  the  royal  cause,  was  first  an  ensign,  and  afterwards  pro- 
moted to  a  majority.  At  the  restoration,  his  services  were  re- 
warded successively,  with  a  Canonry,  Archdeaconry,  Deanery^ 
Bishopric,  and  at  length  he  had  conferred  on  him  the  archiepis- 
copal  mitre  of  York.  He  d^ed  April  16, 1686,  and  was  interred 
in  his  own  cathedral. 

Stanwick  is  also  the  birth-place  of  Richard  Cumberland,  Esq. 
who  has  recently  published  **  Memoirs  of  Himself/'  two  vols. 
8vo,with  portraits. 


HUXLOE  HUNDRED 

Is  called  in  the  Norman  survey,  Hoches-laa,  and  a  part  of  it 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  Nevesland  ;  which  in  the  time  of 
Henry  the  Second,  was  also  subdivided  into  Suthnavcslnnt, 

and  Nortbnaveslunt*    But  these  distinctions  ceased  in  the  reiffn 

o 

of  Edward  the  First,  and  the  whole,  as  at  present,  was  compre- 
hended under  the  name  of  Huckeslowe,  or  Huxloe.  It  contains 
the  parishes  of  Addington  Great,  Addingtnn  Little,  Aldwinkte, 
All  Saints ;  Aidwinkle,  St.  Peter's ;  Barnwell  All  Saints ;  Barton 
Seagrave,  Barton  Latiimer,  Crawford,  St.  Andrew:  Crajiford  St. 
John ;  Denford,  Finedon,  or  Thingdon,  Grqflon  Underwood,  Ir- 
thingborough,  Islipe,  Kettering,  Li\ford  cum  Wigsthorpe,  Lowick, 
Slipton,  Sudborotigh,  Twywell,  fVarkton,  and  Woodford. 

Aldwinkle  is  celebrated  for  having  been  the  native  place  of 
that  original  and  admirable  poet,  John  Dryden,  who  was  bora 
in  the  rectory  house  here.  Hq  was  educated  at  Westminster 
S^chool,  whence  he  was  elec^ted  to  Trinity  CoUege,  Cambridge, 

and 
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mad  aAer  taking  the  <Jpgrpc  of  mastear,  rctiiDv^d  ta  Lotidoit.  SoM 
^«ir  ih«  fii't?  ill  thftt  grcitt  city,  he  ^ii^4g^ii  witii  the  |iro|irii« 
iQm  of  ihQ  itltig'*  il}catr<»«  to  fnrnbli  u  certuiii  nuisilMir  oC  itew 
pj»y«  aimualty,  fpr  a  fixed  itipeocl,  IJe  Buccerded  Sir  WHIbm 
DaveiJrtiit  m  \)0*A  taiireal««tid  obtaijicd  ihc  si.ttuaUoii  of  Ilwtorio* 
grapbcr  u*  Uic  kbii(«  At  thia  rcvoUilion  he  lost  bis  preferrocnli* 
and  Kub.>^H]iiiratly  mbiii&Wd  iifion  ihe  T>r<»rits  of  lijs  p&i>^  He  dicJ 
ML  IT 00,  aitii  wus  interrijd  ui  Wu^tmiiister  -\Ubcy.  It  fr«ttW  b» 
4itlkuU  pc'ihapi  t^  4kcid««  ivbt^tber  tbc  ei^tmt  and  Tarisitioo  tkf 
lus  pef(a*eaii  fliglitA  were  txciieclcd*  or  not,  by  Ihe  vast  Terrati- 
lily  of  bia  politiml  and  religious  principles*  He  wrote  a  iirm^ 
palttbia^  clvgy  cm  the  death  of  Cfomwc;U»  and  a  caiapjim^tt* 
lary  po<jni  lo  Kiug  Cbarle^  the  Second*  at  bj^i  restoraiiuu*  On 
efic  necessiaii  f*f  J;miifK  tlie  Second,  he  tarned  Eiiiiiati  CasJioiiCt 
attd  tntdciiv^iHred  to  dt'ftiid  bin  novel  feith  in  a  poenQ^  eatiil«d 
"The  Hind  ;iiid  Pusnh^r;''  Ilia  works  arc  too  numert>us  lo  b^ 
pariicidarised  or  critically  diicriiu mated  here*  In  htsdrama^ 
writing*,  liis  chief  excellence  appears  in  tragedy  J  but  the  h^Me 
aud  negligence  discoTerablc  in  m:iny  of  hi*  plays,  exposed  hrin 
to  the  satire  of  several  rival  wiu,  who&e  eavy  imlbpoitd  th«m 
to  hhiiw  bim  the  smallest  degree  of  Itrnty.  llii  poetry  i*  mure 
correct^  the  &en\[mcui9^  strong,  the  Imi^oas^  in  g^neril  tntt- 
pAlCt  aiul  hi  j  TersltiCiitton  banuoukjii^.  Though  he  geriaiul) 
beli^vifd  injiidicial  astrology,  whitb  has  been  remarked  as  » 
proof  of  piental  %veid;ne5^ ;  yet  it  ia  not  truo  ibat  bs  by  ikis  mi\* 
cact  prt^dicied  the  £ite  of  iii^  eldtn:  iioti.^ 


TtioMAs  FuLi^Ear  ^  celebrated  £^ccleiiAMic  iind  liis 
born  ^t  Aldtvjiiklc  St.  P€ter'i>,  af  wbicb  pari^  his  fgetlier  wti 
r€ctur.  He  was  educated  at  Cambridge^  tonk  ordcn«  and  afief- 
ward^i  became  lecturer  of  tko  Savoy  in  Ixtiuton.  Duriii^  tltt 
Civil  Wurs  he  experienced  m;uiy  vicissitailes  in  life,  but  reia* 
gtati'd  at  the  rector atioja  iii  the  situations  from  vi  hich  he  bad 

bu^ea 


*  A  cii^cal  feccQuntur  Llib  aullior,  with  an  anifLirm   edition  of  bli  wi»ri% 
recenttjf  Ueea  u»licr€d  iiitn  Uia  vtvrld,  bj  Waiter  Sc«^  Ei<i. 


'been  cruelly  ousted,  he  sat  down  and  wrote  **  The  Church  Hia^ 
tory  of  Britain/'  which  was  published  in  folio,  1G55.  He  also 
wrote  another  voluminous  work>  intitled  **  The  Worthies  of 
England/'*  which  was  published  by  his  son,  in  1661.  He  WM 
also  author  of  *  Abel  Redivivas;"  "  The  History  of  the  HoIjf 
War/'  &c.  &c.  &c.  Of  these  works.  Granger  remarks  that 
the  "  Church  History"  is  the  most  erroneous;  the  •'  PisgaJh 
Sight'*  the  most  exact;  and  his  **  History  of  the  Worthies"  ti\e 
most  estimable.  He  was  unhappy  in  having  a  vein  of  wit,  av 
he  has  taken  uncomnion  pains  to  write  up  to  the  bad  taste  of 
his  age,  which  was  much  fonder  of  conceit  thao  aentimeat. 
Fuller  died  August  15,  IGOl,  aged  54. 

In  BAftTON  Seagrave  Church  is  a  handsome  white  marblt 
monument,  to  the  memory  of  John  Bridges,  Esq.  and  Eiiza* 
heth  his  wife.  He  was  ^  the  inscription  states,  a  scientific 
agriculturist,  a  lover  of  useful  and  ornamental  planting,  and  th^ 
*first,  who  introduced^  into  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  ttie  culture 
of  Saiuifouu  as  a  field  crop  for  fodder.  He  died  January  ^ 
\1\%  in  consequence  of  grief  for  the  loss  of  his  afiectionat« 
wife,  who  had  been  suddenly  snatched  from  him  the  24th  of 
the  preceding  montli. 

Another  inscription  commemorates  John  Bbh^ghs,  £s^  son 
of  the  above,  and  the  laborious  collector  of  materials  for  the 
history  of  the  county.  This  Tillage  has  generally  been  sup- 
posed his  native  place,  from  Imving  been  kuig  his  residence; 
l»Ht  his  monument  records  that  he  was  born  in  tjie  year  1660^ 
at  Binficid,  in  the  county  of  Berks.  He  was  bred  to  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law,  and  some  time  previous  to  his  death,  w^s 
elected  a  bencher  of  Lincoln's  Inn.  Various  lucrative  places 
he  enjoyed  under  government,  prevented  him  paying  much 
practical  attention  to  his  profession :  fur  he  successively  ^\\q\ 
the  oilices  of  solicitor  to  the  custumiu  commissionier  of  the  same* 
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.^,T^U  work  jiaving  become  vcrj  scarqe,  a  ccw  ediMUD  of  it,  in  quaito«  is 
Muvr  ptintittji,  I7  the  priiicip»i  l)o;)kM:ilers  of  LuikIum. 
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aiid  cashier  of  the  eKcisr,  He  was  als«  one  uf  the  got-cn^^n  of 
Bethlehem  Hospit^il J  and  a  Ft-Uow  of  the  Roy**l  Society.  Uf 
had  long  formed  the  dc^rgti  of  wnting  a  Histiiry  of  KorttettD|K 
tans  hi  re;  but  was  prevented  from  putting  it  into  execulpofi,  by 
TBriuDH  abdications.  Una';  not|  therefore,  till  tbe  la.tter  part  of 
hiH  liftf,  t\mi  hf  b«»giin  hii  tolkctjoiia,  for  which  he  viAitecl 
atniost  every  piiHsh,  '*  He  was  a  g^entteman  truly  valualileiil 
ftfi  respei'ts,  of  siiptTior  part,*?  and  leaming,  a  gre^it  eticoun^ 
«f  iifi^enious  nnd  leartivH  men,  atid  a  diHg«nt,  exact*  and  vurwm 
searcher  nut  of  amit|tjiiit*«;  in  collecting  which,  in  his  Bntire 
comity  of  Ni>rih^tinpton,  he  made  ho  great  a  progress,  ilial  had 
prnvUleuce  spafi-J  hi»  lifi^  l>*>t  some  few  yt'ars  longer,  Nortil* 
ampfonshire  wiitdd  hovt:  had  no  temptation  to  hav^  eumd 
!Ie'rtlor(ishire  her  Chsrunrey^  or  Warwickshire  her  Dugdalc,^'* 
He  died  in  17:24. 

Here  was  formerly  a  castle^  the  residence  of  the  Seagi*iTe  h- 
iiiity.  Sir  Nicholas  de  Seagravejf  who  wa^  Marshal  of  E«f* 
land  in  the  reign  of  Kdwurd  the  Second,  obtained  a  licence 
from  thiit  ikiomircb  to  convert  hm  irumf? rehouse  at  Barton  into  a 
castle  ;  no  ve<?tige»  of  which^  excepts  the  moat  to  ibe  we$t  of  tbe 
church,  are  now  traceable.  The  church  displays  some  feature* 
0f  ¥ery  ancient  architecture*  The  pansonage  is  occupied  by 
the  Honorable  and  Reverend  R*  B.  Stopford. 

Bakton  Seaghave  HalLi  In  this  pariBh^  &  comnKidious  fami- 
ly mansion,  i»  the  residence  of  Charles  Tibhhst  Es^, 
HuMFREV  Henchman,  whom  Wood  says  ivas  boroj  as  he  wa* 

infonned 

« 
"  Kimber  and  Johnstone's  Dtrfinetage  aC  Engrwd^  Vol.  III.  p.  56. 

t  lliift  Sir  N  ictioifi^  iS  noted  in  hiitory  lor  hfi  YaJkai^t,  cotidurti,  ai  otic  of 
the  wortlimt  kiiighu  in  the  kingduiu,  Uitriiig  Ht:cn  cb&rgcd  wttEi  high  xm^* 
4fm  hjSir  Johude  CiomWefl,  he  challenged  (he  Utxpt  Iq  ikingle  coiBtMtt,  who 
Tefuved  l0  Mccppt  it,  and  vivnl  abrond  t  on  which  tbe  tnntiiet  left  the  kkt^oo* 
IT Uboui  licence,  Id  puratte  liim,  and  f  indicate  hii  injiired  btinour.  Fartiiii 
Q^c^ucf?  he  1*11$  ufjjirchi  iiderljp  tried,  and  tcntrneed  m  icfltrr  de^th.  Enl  bf 
the  iriL^.TCift^iu]]  ut'  the  ovbilitj  Im  vfu  pardiuaed^  ■>Dd  fc^mftat«d  ia  kit  c«il* 
l^cmttd  powefuant, 
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informed,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Giles's  Cripplegate,  in  London, 
was  a  native  of  this  place :  having  been  baptized  here,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  register,  December  92,  1592.  He  was  a  pre« 
bendary  of  Salisbury,  and  proved  himself  a  zealous  loyalist,  in 
promoting  the  escape  of  Chs^rles  the  Second,  after  the  disastrous 
battle  of  Worcester.  At  the  Restoration  he  was  made  Bishop 
of  Salisbury;  and  translated,  in  1663,  to  the  sec  of  London, 
where  he  died  in  the  year  1675. 

(Jranford  Bridge,  in  the  parish  of  Chanford,  a  modem ' 
house,  surrounded  by  an  extensive  lawn  and  pleasure  grounds, 
is  the  seat  of  Sir  George  Robinson,  Bfirt. 

Irthlingburgh,  or  Irtlingborough.  In  this  parish,  John 
Pyel,  a  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  designed  to  found  a  college  in 
the  Church  of  St.  Peter,  but  prematurely  dying,  his  design  was 
left  to  be  executed  by  Joan  his  wife.  The  licence  was  obtained 
for  the  foundation  in  the  forty-ninth  j'car  of  King  Edward  the 
Third's  reign,  for  a  college  to  consist  of  a  dean,  five  secular  ca- 
nons, and  four  clerks;  but  the  institution  was  not  completed  till 
the  eleventh  year  of  Richard  the  Second.  By  the  survey  taken 
in  1535,  the  annual  revenues  amounted  to  70/.  I6s.  Sd.  Of 
this  building  there  is  now  only  a  fragment  remaining,  between 
the  body  and  tower  of  the  church.  The  tower,  separated  from 
the  church  by  ruins  of  the  collegiate  buildings,  is  square  for 
two  stories,  where  an  octangular  part  rises;  and  the  church 
consists  of  a  nave,  two  ailes,  a  transept,  and  a  lofty,  spacious 
chancel. 

At  the  upper  end  of  each  aile  is  a  chantrjf  chapel,  and  in  the 
chancel  are  stalls,  with  angels  and  various  figures  carved  in 
wood,  under  the  seats.  On  the  south  side  of  the  chancel  13  an 
old  tomb,  with  a  canopy,  pillars,  &c.  and  near  it  another  mo- 
nument, with  two  recumbent  efligies  supposed  (for  the  inscription 
is  gone)  to  represent  John  Pyel,  andhis  wife.  On  the  north  side 
of  the  chancel  is  a  tomb,  with  an  alabaster  statue :  and  adjoining 
it  a  more  antique  one,  with  a  knight  in  armour  and  a  figure  of  a 
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feimle  in  t  ?«y  old  dress,  lit  the  middle  of  tl>e  ^^iilage  itmndi 
a  stone  €t*^i,  the  jihaft  <tf  i%Lkli»  r»isMjd  upon  steps,  is,  ihvtUxm 
itH  11)  li«?iglit,  and  is  the  M:iiidard  fat  adjti^tmg  and  rr^jbiiiiiii 
tfie  (ivovittctal  pole,  ibatthv  pr»irtk»us  ov  d^bs,  as  ibey  are 
termed  I  jMT  mcasurcJ  by,  u\  the  adjacent  [UPsuJcmTi. 


A  rom;U)t;9  tovnu  ^ittuttrtl  upon  tiismtill  a^ci^iit,  h-ok*  iti  tite 
tim«  of  ibc  Sucaiij$;  <:%\M  Cvtringaii  a»d  Katerii^giea.  The 
lurfUtiip  wikH  grfinted  by  King  Ivdwy^  in  lUv  yeat  976,  to  hit 
8«rvant  I'^lfsigc,  The  Church,  couipfising  a  tiUTt,  nf>rih  iuid 
Rcmth  ailQ*,  and  a  chancel,  has  a  hiuidar/mc  ttn^  cr,  and  spirir  .tt 
the  west  end*  Thcioucr  i-niisiiitit  of  fhrre  stariC5»  in  each  ol 
whirli  jirc  large  \viiidou:f,  or  wmdmv  Irani es^  of  s^venil  c<iot- 
pai't»i(*ntsr  tbt  angles  an*  flanked  with  doubles  bqitresijc*;  un- 
der the  eiiibatilcil  parapet  nms  im  Dni:iriicntc4  ths^cta^  and  al 
«sich  corner  israUiH  a  small  liexan|;uUr  imbatiU'd  Utrrcl :  tine 
whole  iinrmount(*d  by  'a  haiidi^onic  Utxagomil  crockettcd  ^n^e, 
with  three  wi»<l«u's*  dimiiiisbmg  in  thulf  ^be  ypwarrUp  on  th« 
aUcrnalc  sides.  At  the  buck  of  the  tcrccn,  Tvhicb  dirtdtr,^  the 
north  aile  from  the  than ueUarp  the  fig^ure?  of  a  inati  iviih  four 
sons,  and  a  woman  \Mt\i  four  daughters. — Over  tliese  is  hii  lii- 
icription  in  black  letter,  **  Orate  pro  aiabus  U'illieimi  Btu-gU  et 
Johanne  Alkie  ut  Eli^abeih  ujtorum  ejus  el  iniaiaba*  uiimiTim 
bciiclactorum  suoram.  Ararn/'  The  foilciming  quaint  pn*- 
phetic  promise  is  also  inscribed  here ;  '*  \i  ho  m>  red  is  lul  name 
ihal  have  GodvK  blys^ng  and  ow  lady  i  and  my  wyfis  di>o  sef 
the  same/' 

Eatcepting  tht  church, Kettering,  has  nothing  to  attract,  or  iu- 
♦ertfit  thf*  antiquary.  Kcar  tht  middle  ut  the  town  is  a  spacious 
area^  surroundtd  by  some  private  houses,  and  shops  of  res^pccta* 
bli  appearance.  Here  is  a  sessions  house,  and  a  well  endo^f  tt 
irtc-sclionl:  abo  an  alms-house  for  siat  poor  widows;  am]  1%V4 
disnentin^  chapels.  By  the  return :^  made  to  parliajiient  ii 
1801  f  lilt  nam ^>er  gf  Uuusc«  «xppeari  to  be  (ill j  aud  iuUabilant 
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3011;  of  which  number  1770  were  reporteU  as  employed  in 
various  tradeii,  and  221  in  the  labours  of  agriculture.  It  has  a 
well  supplied  weekly  market  on  Saturdays. 

Dr  J©aN  Gill,  a  dissenting  ministerj  who  was  many  years* 
during  the  last  century^  considered  the  champion  of  the  anti- 
pcdo-bapiists,  and  the  suiira-lapsariaa  tenets  of  Calvinism,  was 
born  here  in  1G97.  He  was  one  <^  those  self-taught  sons  of 
genius,  who,  by  overcoming  what  arc  too  often  considered  in- 
surmountable obstacles  in  literature;  astonish  the  world  by  the 
variety  and  extent  of  their  acquisitions.  Ilcf  obtained  a  consi* 
derabie  knowledge  of  the  Latin,  Grcek>  aiid  Hebrew  languages ; 
and  while  pastor  of  a  baptist  congregation  in  Southwark,  ths 
University  of  Aberdeen  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  D.D. 
He  published  several  works,  but  his  principal  is,  "  The  Expo- 
sition of  the  Bible,**  in  nine  volumes  folio; 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  town  to  the  westward,  in  a  road  called 
Staunch  Lane,  are  found  what  arc  denominated  kUcuts,  a  kind 
of  pellucid  stones,  apparently  vitrifications.  These,  when  pul- 
verised, are  considered  singularly  efficacious  as  a  styptic,  and 
tu'e  consequently  much  estcemt'd.  They  are  frequently  disco* 
vercd  near  the  surface  of  the  ji^ound,  but  more  usually  in  the 
argillaceous  strata^  dug  for  making  brick.  In  a  spot  named 
Stony-lands,  between  Kettering  and  Weekly  woods,  in  quarry- 
ing for  stones  were  found  urns,  bones,  coins,  &c. 

In  the  Church  of  Lilford  are  several  handsome  monumcntSf 
erected  commemorative  of  the  lumilies  of  Elmes  and  Powvs* 
successively  lords  of  this  manor.  In  the  north  tiile  is  an  ele-  * 
gant  alaba^^ter  monument,  the  arched  entablature  of  which^  is 
supported  by  two  Ionic  columns  of  black  macble.  On  the  right 
side  is  the  figure  of  a  boy  presenting  a  shield,  charged  with  the 
arms  of  Elmes ;  and  on  the  left  a  sijuilar  figure,  holding  an  cs- 
cutcheon>  impaling  tite  saiha^arnis,  wifh^  those  of  Hicklios. 
Beneath  a  square  caaopr  if  tbMA^  ^  ^  ^"^^  io  white  mar- 
ble, clad  in  armour,  resting  his  h»aji  on  his  right  arm,  a  sword 
in  his  left,  and  at  his  feet  a  crest.    A  statue  of  a  woman,  doth- 
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ed  in  the  coi^tumu  of  tlic  tiiue,  h  i*hewn,  reclining  her  head  on 
her  ri^ht  Jinii*  Uader  thr  cBii^ipy,  an  angel  is  tepresetited  Ko* 
vuririi^  over  tlie  tfligio^ ;  atifl  m  front  «f  tlic  tmiili  ure  the  figurei 
of  ftior  l)6y»i  f*nil  tivr  girls,  in  supjiliciuing  |>ofiturei*.  An  in- 
it^Tiptirm  [nfi>rnis  the  rt-iiirkrt  *•  T\m  iwmwtwnx  is  sacre^l  to  the 
irtrTnory  of  l^omait  Elmca^  Eitf,  who  tlietl  July  8>  161^;  and 
fhri^hiiiP  [\h  wife,  who  died  April  19,  1635;  mid  four  of  their 
»mut  and  five  tkugivl«s."  lit  the  fiiimc  aite  i*  a  vi.'hit«  m&rhle 
tub  let,  with  ii  L:itlfi  idscription,  couimcimornfire  of  Sir  Thomoi 
Klmes,  vvhodit-d  the  15ih  of  May,  A.D.  Fli90.  In  the  chsTicel 
t^  aii  t^k'jsjiint  incinimciit,  ciMi^tfuctrd  of  white  And  grey  tnarblp* 
baTiiTji*  urn  ebo  upper  part  the  artiis  and  crtst  of  Bouya*  0«  an 
tiftiir-i(mih  of  white  iiiarbl*-,  '*  tlie  figure  of  a  iiuin  ifi  jwidit-al 
fohi's^  reclinitig  hi^  hvad  on  hi^  right  nriii,  ant]  tkctditig  a  roll  tit 
hti  Wl\  liBtiii.  At  ihc  hesid  of  tht»  figuri?  in  a  60c  6lattic^ 
stron;5lv  cx|»rrs;%ivi'  of  Heligion:  aiid  11  j  lot  her  ;it  the  fe^U 
ctpiiilly  poiirtrayiiig'  Elotjuctu'is  Oti  a  tablet  of  whke  marble 
i*  a  Irtfig  mscripliou,  UTitteii  by  Matthew  Prior ;  stating  that 
thin  iiae  spL"iiiiu*n  of  sepulchral  jiculpturc,  was  erected  to  com* 
lufiuurate  llwj  Yirtue,"*  of  S/r  Thomas  Fgw^s,  Kni^  second  son  of 
ThonKis  IVwyjJ  of  Iknl«y»  in  tha  eotinty  of  Salop*  serjeaiit  at 
iuw.  lie  had  the  succcfssive  appointments  of  solicitor  and  at- 
torney-gen  tral,  premier  scrj I? ant  at  law,  was  made:  one  of  ihe 
jud^cji  of  the  kiiig^s  btnch ;  iiiid  died  April  4,  1719,  aged  70 
years, 

LiLPOKD  MoL^i*j  the  !>t'ia  of  Lord  Lll/bfd,  is  a  handsome 
luaui^ion,  butU  Uy  Arihur  Klines,  Eiq.  in  the  year  1635;  btii  it 
ba^i  becLi  Mibstijufiitly  much  t^iilAfged  and  improved  bv  Sir 
Ttiuiim^  IVmvjff  ui'U:jnVfirdfi  lord  uf  tJiLi  nianui'.  The  priftti^val 
front  cuui»istii  vi^  a  body»  %¥ith  a  handsunie  vestibule,  and  $quare- 
hcided  window*;  two  mIu^s  Im'ting  Rerai-circnlar  micsi  and 
ihc  roof  [  I  re  lie  I  It  ^  tliice  uj  iiauiiriTiul  ^bles,  wiih  a  Venetian  nin^ 
do^r  io  e;\c  hj  GoiiDectcd  together  by  a  balustrade :  and  the 
fhiaiiiic^  form  a  fine  massy  arcade  in  the  centre.  Situated  »ti 
I  he  sW4:ll  uf  an  t  leva  ted  lawn*  iu  the  aiidst  pf  ivcll  wootieil 
»  +  ♦  '•  grounds. 
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grounds  al>ove  a  river,  over  which  is  thrown  an  extensive 
bridge  of  several  arches,  the  appearance  has  a  strikinj;  eOect. 

In  the  Church  of  I.owick,  or  Luffwick,  are  several  brasses, 
bearing  very  old  inscriptions;  and  on  a  tomb  in  the  south  aile 
is  the  figure  of  a  man,  clad  in  armour;  and  round  the  verge,  'n\ 
Latin,  a  request  to  i>ray  f«)r  the  soul  of  KiLiard  Siajjbrd,  Earl 
of  Wilton,  who  allied  March  24,  A.D.  1499.  Under  the  cast 
window  of  the  north  aile,  is  a  female  figure,  recumbent  on  a. 
black  marble  slab,  that  covers  an  altar-tomb.  This  conunemtH 
rates  the  Right  Honorable  Lady  Maty  Morduiint,  Baroness. 
Mordaunt  of  Turvey,  daughter  of  Henry,  Earl  of  Peterborough ; 
first  married  to  Henry,  Duke  of  Norfolk;  and  after  his  decease, 
to  Sir  John  Germain,  Knt.  and  Bart.  She  died  November  17, 
A.D.  1705.  On  the  north  side  of  this,  on  a  similar  tomb,  is  the 
effigy  of  a  man  in  armour,  and  near  him  the  figures  of  three 
small  children.  An  inscri[)tion  states,  that  beneath  were  dcpo: 
sited  the  remains  of  Sir  John  Germain,  Knt,  and  liart.  who  died 
December  11,  AD.  1718.  The  church  of  Lowick  is  a  large 
handsome  building,  and  appears  to  have  been  built  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  when  the  best  style  of  church  architecture  was 
beginning  to  decline.  The  pinnacles,  windows,  doors,  and 
stalls,  are  all  highly  charged  with  ornaments;  and  the  latter, 
particularly,  presents  much  curious  and  ludicrous  carving. 

The  manorial  mansion  in  this  parish,  Drayton  House,  a  no- 
ble antiquated  structure,  was  supposed  to  have  been  erected 
about  the  latter  end  of  Henry  the  Sixth's  reign,  by  Henry 
Oreen,  Esq.*  who  was  twice  sherill'of  this  county.  On  an  en- 
graved plate  of  the  house  by  Buck,  in  the  year  17i9,  it  is  stat- 
ed to  have  been  a  castle,  which  descended  to  the  said  Henry 
Green,  Esq.  who  probably  made  considerable  alteratiom;  but 
ii  yet  retains  much  of  its  castellated  features  in  the  embattled, 

N  3  walls, 
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\m 


KORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


walls,  entr.ance  j^ate\vrty,  ami  t^vo  s(]iiare  towers,  one 
end,  sTinuountctl  by  turrets,  and  lantern  cupolas.  Here 
considerable  coUectiun  bf  pictures,  and  portraiu,  by  some  <»f 
the  most  eminent  nia.sters.  The  prt'^ent  estalr,  hoiine, 
were  bc]ncaihc4l,l>Y  the  will  of  Lady  Betty  Gcrma'me,  in  I 
to  Lord  Georpc  Sackvillc,  who  then  took  the  name  of  Gen 
This  nobltnian  w,is  particiihirly  disttn^^uishod  in  the  ^attJ^ 
Mindcn.  and  on  many  othrr  occaiioni,  dunn§  the  unpopi 
and  inipoliric  contest  with  America.  From  rhis  uoblei 
Drayton  devolved  to  hi*  sonj  the  present  Yiscoimt  Stickville.  In 
the  roar  l/dG,  a  piece  of  a  Roman  itsidlutiid  paxtmrntf  ftboul^ 
feet  by  1{,  Avas  found  near  this  place. 

FjNEnoN,  orTHiNonov,  is  a  pk-a5sunt  and  respectable  Tilh 
in  which  i.'J  a  brgc,  handsome  chnrcht  coiLsistins;  of  a  aavr, 
ailes,  a  transept,  chancel,  larpo  sonthern  porch,  and  lofty  toi 
■wifh  a  sj)irr.  Bcnt-atli  the  chancel  i**a  family  burying  vi 
\\'esi  of  the  cimrch  is  Fivedon  ir^LLj  a  large  mansion*  beh 
ing  to  Sir  Williajn  I)olbcn,  Burt;  but  at  prcsiait  occnpiedj 
the  liarl  of  Ejjmone. 


^VARKTO^•,  aboal  tiro  milci*  ea&t  of  Kcltering,  is  noted  fcir 
rery  smnptuoiN  inonnments  which  are  pre^^ervcd  in  the  parf! 
churchp  or  ratlicr  in  the  chanceK     This  was  built  viitU 
coTL'd  recesses  ij I  f!ie  wuVI:;,  »o  contain  as  many  marble  xm 
menls,  hut  nt  presi'nt  oniy  tliree  of  ihcie  are  occnpicd.     Tbc 
first  was  raided  to  the  memory  of  John,  Dukf  ^f  Mmtiagutp 
died  July  0,  17^9,  aged  55  years.     It  is  the  desi^  of  Houbii 
and  like  thai  arlic4's  usual  compoaiiionsp  is  rather  tcxi  thcat 
in  the  attitudes  and  expressions,  given  to  the   fij*nrcs. 
consist  of  two  statues,  the  size  of  life,  and  three   of  cbibb 
Bfsidcs  which,  the  composition  consists  of  various  piuci 
ordnance,  artillery  weapdns,  cannon  balls,  flags-,  trumpets. 
The    statues,    representing  Charity,   with   her    children^ 
Duchess  who  raised  the  tomb,  a  medallion  of  the   Diikep  j 
some   01  her  parti*  arc  all  of  fme  statuary  mnrble,  \%  hich  arr 
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pos«tI  by  a  back  ground,  peclcstsU#  &c.  of  grey  and  yellow 
Biarblc« 

Another  monument  by  Roubiliac,  is  raised  to  the  me- 
mory of  Mahy,  Dcchess  of  Montague,  daughter  of  John 
Duke  of  Marlborough.     She  died  May  14,  1751,  aged  61. 

The  design  consists  of  three  figures,  intended  to  represent 
the  three  Fates,  or  Destinies:  Clotho,  Lachesis,  and  Atropos. 
Also  an  urn  on  a  pedestal,  with  two  cupids,  entwining  it  with 
wreaths  of  flowers.  Here  again  we  perceive  the  same  theatric 
Rtylti  of  composition,  which  is  very  ill  adapted  to  the  solemn, 
grand,  and  awful  occasion. 

A  third  monument,  of  a  must  costly  and  splendid  kiad*  was 
**  designed  and  executed  by  Peter  Matthias  Vangelder,"  of  Lon- 
don; and  finished  in  Sept.  1781.  It  records  the  mtmory  of 
'*  Alar}',  Duchess  of  Montague,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John, 
Duke  of  Aloutuguc,"  who  died  ^lay  1,  1775^  aged  63.  The 
coved  recess  is  covcr«^d  with  fine  white  statuary  marble,  orna* 
meuted  with  basso-relievi,  and  various  architectural  members. 
In  the  centre  of  this  is  a  funeral  urn,  surrounded  by  statues  of 
women  and  children,  in  the  attitudes  of  lamenting  over  this  bc- 
tievok'ut  benefactress.  Au  i^pitaph,  in  verse,  by  Henry  Lyte, 
Es(j.  is  couched  in  the  highest  style  of  panegyric.  This  mo- 
nument is  peculiarly  elegant,  and  calculated  to  excite  very  ge- 
neral admiration. 

Weekly  CnuRCJi,  about  half  a  mile  north-cast  of  WarktoH, 
in  the  Hundred  of  Orlingbury,  contuiiLS  a  few  old  monuments  to 
the  Alontagues,  of  Boughtoiu  At  the  east  end  of  the  aoith  ailc 
is  an  altar-tomb,  with  two  stone  efligies  of  Sir  Edward  Monta- 
gue, Kilt,  who  died  .Tan,  2G,  IGOl ;  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who 
died  May  10,  1G18.  Another  tomb,  with  a  marble  statue,  is 
raised  to  tlu'  jntinwy  of  Edward  Montague,  who  died  1530. 
Other  slabs  and  flat  stones  contain  inscriptions,  some  nnich  mM- 
tiliitcd,  to  othiT  persons  of  the  Mimtague  family.  Near  the 
south  side  of  the  churcli  is  an  hospital  for  seven  poor  menj  an4. 
at  the  southern  extremity  of  thxj  village,  are  traces  of  a  mcia 
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&c.  where  an  old  c&stelUted  manor-house  is  supposed  to  hare 
formerly  stood. 

In  this  parish  is  a  spring  of  petrify  in*  water,  from  which  an 
incrustcfl  nkull  has  been  tikeni  and  ts  prcserrcd  as  a  curiodty, 

in  Sydney  College,  Cambridge. 


Bore  WTO  \^  Houi^F,  in  the  parish  of  Weekly*  has  long  t»ccn 
the  scat  of  the  Montague  family ;  of  whom  the  first  who  ob- 
tained any  distinguished  titles  was  Ralphs  created  Vjseoaut 
MontKcrmer,  and  Bar]  of  Montague,  by  King  William  the 
Third,  A.D.  16HB:  MurquisofMonthermer,  and  Duke  of  Mon- 
tagiif,  by  Queen  Anne>  1705:  "he  died  1708,  and  the  titles 
expired,  1749,  with  his  i»on  John*  who  almost  new  built  ihe 
house/**  Both  titles  wert  revived,  1706,  in  George*  Earl  of 
Cardigan^  who  married  the  surviving  daughter  of  the  former 
ddJte  and  duchess.  This  place  has  been  much  noted  formerly, 
for  its  lawns  and  gardem  t  the  latter  are  said  to  have  comprised 
"  100  acres,  and  LiO  perches"  of  land.  These  were  ornament- 
ed with  Tarious  water-works,  a  canal  one  mile  In  length,  also 
cascades,  fountains,  parteres,  terraces,  ftc^f  Since  the  lata 
dukc*H  (k'cp.i5c^  the  house,  and  gardens,  have  been  much  neg- 
lected i  end  ihoug-h  the  former  contains  a  targe  collection  of 
pictures,  yet  these  have  suifcred  matenally  from  the  same 
cause.  Suuie  of  iht?  paintings  have  been  of  the  first  class 
among  wlvich  are  two  Cartoons  by  KatTaelle,  which  are  of  pre- 
eminent merit.  One  is  a  representation  of  "  Bsekiers  Vision /' 
from  the  first  chapter  of  the  '*  book  6f  Ezektcl  ;**  and  is  a 
grand»  Bublime>  and  impressive  composition.  The  other 
calEed  "  the  Uofy  Famifyt"  consiists  of  eight  figures,  and  ai 
an^el.  Here  are  two,  or  three  pictures,  heads?,  and  full  length; 
of  ^Edward  the  Shth,  a  hiiif  length  iu  armour,  of  Lord  Strt^ani 
vho  was  beheadtil  in  1641. 

•  Guugli,  (torn  Stiiielej'*  liin.  Cur,  1.  36. 
t  A  jjU.c  of  thi^Vi  i»gircit  iu  llic  Vitraridt  Britaiimcas* 
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CORBY  HUNDRED, 

A  WOODED  district,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  hundreds  of 
tlothwell  and  Huxloe,  has  its  north-western,  and  longest  boun- 
dary, formed  by  the  river  Welland,  which  divides  it  from  part 
of  Rutlandshire,  At  the  time  of  the  Norman  Survey,  it  com- 
prised two  divisions,  denominated  Stocie  and  Corbie  Hundreds. 
These  are  mentioned  on  record,  as  having  been  united  under 
the  present  name,  in  the  twenty-fourth  ywr  of  Edward  the 
Pirst  This  hundred  contains  the  parishes  of  Ashley,  Blatha^ 
wick,  Bramptonrhy'Dingky,  Brigstoek,  Bulwick,  Carlton,  Corby, 
Cotiingham,  Deenf,  Deeneihorpe,  DingUy,  Finuhade,  Geddingtont 
Gretton,  Harringworth,  Laxton,  Middleion,  Newton,  Oakley 
Great,  Oakley  Little,  Rockingham,  Stanion,  Sutton  Basset,  War 
kerley,  Weekley,  Wvldon  Great,  Weldon  Little,  Weston-by-WeU 
land,  and  Wilberstone. 

Blatherwick  Hall,  in  the  parish  of  Blatherwick,  the  resi- 
dence of  Henry  O'Brien,  Esq.  is  a  fine  old  mansion,  situated  in 
a  small  park ;  the  entrance  gateway  to  which  has  a  balustrade^ 
decorated  with  various  statues. 

In  Brigstock,  within  the  limits  of  Rockingham  Forest,  is  a 
a  large  mansion,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
tague. A  singular  modification,  in  copyhold  tenure,  is  consti- 
tuted by  the  custom  of  this  manor.  If  any  man  dies,  seized  of 
copyhold  lands  or  tenements,  which  come  to  him  by  descent  in 
fee,  his  youngest  son  is  legal  heir.  But  if  such  lands  were  pOT- 
chased  by  him,  then  the  eldest  succeeds  to  the  estate.  This  te- 
nure involves  some  other  curious  circumftances. 

In  the  parish  church  of  Deenb>  or  Deane,  are  several  hand- 
some monuments,  commemorative  of  the  Brudeneil  family.  In 
the  south  aile  is  an  altar-tomb,  with  a  recumbent  figure  of  a 
man,  in  a  judge's  robes,  between  two  female  figures,  clad  in 
tiie  costume  of  the  time,  with  their  arms  in  a  supplicating  pan- 
i\ue.    At  the  bottom  is  this  ioscriptioD  in  black  letter,  •'  Of 
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y<5wrc  charite  pmy  for  ihc  jsciules  of  Sir  Robert  BiriDtjriUt 
Ifiyj^hl*  late  chief  jusrtke  of  iHe  kyngys  come  bendkc  it 
Wtftiu*.  and  Margaret  »n*i  tJami*  Phylnp  hys  wyTes,  uliicliSir 
Boljtn  dypH  ;  XXX  rhyr  t>f  Jsinuuri^  atio  dni  MCCCCCXXXl 
md  Iht  scyd  tlnmc  PliylhppC  dytd  tbe  XXIillJday  of  March 
iWMi  dni  MCCrCCXXXn,  and  lyrs  here,  on  whose  soiil«$  JIm 
haTe  nsrrcy.     JVnirn/* 

On  a  mavhle  ulsil)  lU'ar  ifrii«,i  aw?  eitErrtiTet}  lifnirrs  in  bnLss,  of 
ft  ijian  and  his  wife,  iil!*o  portrAhurt!*  of  fh^ic  iivt*  sons  and  sit 
iiaughtcrs,  with  »ri  iuw.Ti()fioti,  Etaim^^  that  tkU  mcrmorial  w^ 
pbced  hert*  iu  158J>,  hy  TltoinaH  Bmdcnel,  E^q.  for  hh  piom 
ftnd  bchircd  parent H,  Sir  T/ioman  BntdeneK  ^^^-  ^^^  Kltzabctfa 
Uft  wit'fj-  Several  otJw^r  muiiuiiif itt?^  are  prcMrrvttI  hcrcv  ^ki- 
nemofuiite  of  dilftiuiu  bfuncUc^  ot'ihiji  di^tingntalicO  family. 

t>EKWr,-Tirot^pE  Pmik,  on  th^  yvq^e  of Hmtrfi^hAm  Forl^5t,  l^ 

f  he  S4*at  o f  Jfi  ttttr  Brmlenci^  l\aii  u f  Co rd  i gvuu  T U r  p a r k  i*  lar ^ e, 
ivell  stocked  ivilhdcer,  and  atxinmU  with  pk»»itig^  thou^kovA 
-wcry  rxUnisiri*  views;  \mt  j^  hij^bly  di"rt'rsi[\etl  with  the*  sofitr 
«ct*iit:^  of  f^witllmg  bu  iis^  ri^rithtil  Hith  the  cntiti^osttii^*  Mid 
Tiiricgatia^  (.'ftt't;ts  of  wot»d  and  wjiter.  On  one  nf  the  emi- 
nuntcs,  at  tUv  cslrvniiiy  of  liii?  j>ark,  comm^Liidmg^  %  most 
charming  prospect,  is  situated  the  House.  The  ground  gradu- 
ally rising  ill  front,  expands  into  a  spacious  lawn,  bounded  by 
large  woods,  which,  on  the  left,  are  relieved  by  a  fine  piece  of 
i^^ater^  havhig  an  island  in  the  centre;  and  on  the  right,  are  the 
pleasure  gardens  ornamented,  amidst  plantations,  inrith  teinplcs» 
and  porticos.  Tlie  house  is  a  low  embattled  structure,  with  a 
turret  terminating  each  wing.  The  apartments,  however,  are 
spacious  and  lofty;  particularly  the  hall,  which  is  a  very  mag- 
nificent room,  with  a  fine  timbered  roof,  the  height  reaching  to 
the  top  of  the  building.  The  windows  are  emblazoned  with 
the  arms  of  Brudenel  and  Montague ;  and  the  walls  embellish- 
ed by  numerous  family  jiort  raits.  A  small,  but  neat  chapel, 
was  erected  by  the  present  earl.  In  the  library  is  a  good  c<»U 
lection  of  foreign  books,  and  many  topographical,  and  other 
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manuscripts ;  chiefly  relating  to  this  county ,  collected  out  of 
records,  preserved  in  the  tower,  by  the  first  Lord  Brudenel, 
jduring  the  confinement  he  sufibred  there,  by  command  of  the 
parliament,  for  his  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
Charles  the  First.  In  the  billiard,  drawing,  bed-rooms,  parlours^ 
and  other  apartments,  arc  numerous  family  portraits,  some  good 
pictures,  and  various  curious  pieces  of  tapestry. 

DiNGLEV  IIall,  late  the  residence  oi  John  Peach  Hungerford,, 
Esq.  is  a  handsome  mansion,  partly  erected  in  the  ancient,  and 
partly  in  the  modern  style.  The  entrance  to  one  of  the  front* 
is  by  a  noble  portico,  the  entablature  of  vrhich,  supported  by 
columns  of  the  Ionic  order,  has  on  it  several  inscriptions,  and 
the  date  1558. 

FiNEsiiF.D,  FisESHADE,  or,  as  originally  styled,  St.  Mary^Cas* 
tk'Hymcl,  Priory,  occupied  the  site  of  an  ancient  fortress,  calK 
ed  Castle  Hyniel,  which  was  erected  by  one  of  the  family  of 
Engaine.  It  was,  however,  dismantled  so  early  as  the  reign  of 
King  John.  Within  the  castle  moat  Richard  Engaine,  or  EA- 
gayne,  founded  a  monastery  for  black  canons  of  the  Augustijie 
order.  From  a  survey  of  the  possessions  belonging  to  this  house, 
taken  in  153^,  its  annual  income  appears  to  have  amounted  to 
72/.  \Qs.  Sd.  This,  with  the  priory,  were  granted  in  exchange 
for  lands  in  Devonshire,  to  John  Lord  Ru^el;  from  whom,  by 
purchase,  they  passed  to  Sir  Robert  Kirkham,  Knt.  A  man- 
sion, built  upon  the  site,  in  which  some  faint  traces  of  the  ori^ 
ginal  structure  are  visible,  in  columns,  arches,  ami  vaulted  roofs, 
}s  the  present  residence  of  the  Honorable  John  Motickton, 

Situated  in  a  chase  about  five  miles  long,  and  two  broad,  on 
the  small  river  Isc,  is  the  village  of  Geddixoton,  in  the  centre 
of  which  stands  one  of  those  elegant  Crosses,  erected  by  Ed- 
ward the  First,  to  the  memory  of  his  affectionate  consort,  Elea- 
lior.    This  is  the  most  perfect  of  the  remaining  crossei;  unin* 

cumbered 


^umbered  wilh  modi^ni  additions  lU 
ton;  &iid  not  so  much  injured  by 
iham,  Tbt  base,  on  which  it  Is  rail 
l^ede^tal,  of  eight  steps.  The  first  i 
profusmu  or  sculpture,  of  roses,  and 
charged  with  fihields  of  arms.  Thi 
ches*  with  c rocketed  piiitiacle^,  in 
^nd  ihe  upper  story  is  decorated  wit 
jjinnaclci,  &c. 

On  what  sljll  is  known  imder  ihe  i 
a  royal  pnlacei  at  which,  in  IIB8,  ^ 
the  imrpOi»e  of  raisting  money  to  can 
Land,  Thu  Church  contains  some  a 
urc  three  stone  seats,  with  a  piscina  i 
is  raised  on  two  slepi^,  which  contain 
extending  the  whole  width  of  the  ch 

la  the  Church  of  Grettok  art 
im^niory  of  tht^^  lIuttQu  family  i  and 
IIaI-L,  bt'lontliiiig  to  Gi:orge  Finch  I. 
ttnoccupird*  This  noblf;  mansion  wa 
Sir  Christopher  HatTon,*  Lord  Chan 
Elizabeth.  Tiic  dcLte  on  the  stables 
cotaitnfthe  hou^e  1593.  [t  b  a  I 
and  the  porch  of  the  inner  court,  < 
cfiluinns,  one  above  another.  Here 
of  paintings,  statues^  ^c.  KLrby  v 
of  the  best  fiirnisln*d  housesi  of  the  ki 
adorned  with  numerous  exotic,  as 
and  the  wilderness  in  the  parkj  conti 
ff  Englbh  trees.    Tiie  paintings j 


*  Bfiilg«t  observer,  ihtt  Jt  "  win  boilt  bj*  i 
from  their  crvsi,  m  bbar'i  h«ad  nut  of  a  duciil 
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sold,  the  gardens  and  grounds  unaccountably  neglected,  and 
the  whole  is  fast  going  to  ruin  arid  decay* 

'*  Great  enemy  to  i^  and  all  tlie  res 

That  hi  the  garden  of  Adonis  spring*. 

Is  wicked  Time  ;  who  with  his  scythe  aiJdrest, 

Does  now  the  lloweiing  lierbs  and  goodly  things* 

And  all  their  glory  to  the  ground  down  flings. 

Beats  down  both  leaves  and  bads  without  regard, 

Ne  ever  pity  may  relent  his  malice  hnrd." 

SpBNSin's  Fairy  Queeit. 

Laxton  Hall,  in  the  parish  of  Laxton,  now  rebuilding,  is 
the  seat  of  George  Freke  Evans,  Esq.  who,  among  the  many  al- 
terations and  improvements  making  on  his  estates  at  tlm  place, 
has  erected  several  new  and  comfortable  cottages  for  the  hum- 
ble tenants  of  the  village. 

PiPEWELL  Abbey,  in  the  parish  of  Great  Oakley,  was 
founded  by  William  Butevileyn,  for  Monks  of  the  Cistercian 
Order,  and  was  very,  amply  endowed,  as  appears  from  a  survey 
made  in  1535,  when  its  ammal  revenues  amounted  to  347/.  0^  8i^ 
Near  the  woods  of  East  and  West  Grange  foundations  of  old 
buildings  point  out  the  site  of  the  monastery ;  but  no  other  ves^ 
tiges  now  remain. 

ROCKINGHAM, 

An  inconsiderable  town,  consisting  of  one  street,  of  49  houses, 
and  21 ;»  inhabitants,  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  Rockingham- 
Forest,  and  is  said  to  have  originated  from  a  castle  erected  here 
by  William  the  Conqueror,  for  the  defence  of  the  extensive 
iron  works,  carried  on  in  the  adjacent  woodlands.  This  fortress 
occupies  the  top  of  a  hill,  on  the  declivity  of  which  the  town  is 
built.  This  was  an  occasional  residence  of  our  early  kings.  In 
the  accounts  of  the  royal  household,  during  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Third,  the  sheriif  is  stated  to  have  had  his  expences  allowed, 
for  the  removal  of  wine  on  that  monarch's  account,  from  the 
port  of  Southampton  to  Rockingham. 

.More 


8111  ?«r»>TiiAjii*To^ilimc. 

2d&tG  ihiui  Iwtnty  diApmcbcs  m  U*«  rigUlti  y<sir  of  Edwvi 
the  Thirds  b^nr^uie  al  M*  pltwre^  whiek  m  altw  irclc*lirAl4T«]  Cm 
the  cotintil  of  nobility,  biii|iops,  and  clergy,  who  $ai  liefc  « 
109  I,  fur  the  p«r|>o»*<?  oftcrfninating  the  dispute  bciwren  Wit 
Ikm  Rufii*  and  Am^im,  A)  rlibisUop  of  CamUfrbufy »  reiyc^iii| 
iIk'  rtf^ht  of  mvi'slilurt^and  liheJicnce  to  tilt*  8t*f  af  Route-  0| 
%vhich  mcmuriblc  occasion,  the  ln>l}«iwiiig  quest icui  \^a*  prapoi 
cd  fur  iht'tr  discussitm,  **  Utrum  salvn  ro'crentia,  «t  obcdifncia 
fedls  ApostoUc.ii  posi^it  Architpisropiu? fidttnir^Tar*  rrj^i  *ciT*re 
aniioii  ?*'  A  question  kmcntnbly  pmliftc  of  the  mo^l  serion 
evils;  «iid  lia-4  bt*en  more  <ir  leas  cofmcd^d  with  liic  wan 
which  ravaged  the  continf?nt  «f  Europe  for  Cfiitiitirs.  lliitca* 
th  was  strongly  fortifipd  with  drjiihli^  t-mbattled  wall**  m 
mrrmis  tovvtf!*,  and  other  bul^ark^  ;  tmd  furthi-r  urcurcd  by  i 
large  and  strong  k<fcp«  Iti  the  tifii«  of  Lelftfid,  wlio  ckuxiU^ 
U.*  many  of  the  works  \%  ere  tit^nnd'tng,  bni  in  a  very  dtc-»y« 
«tntr,  And  little  of  the  oi'i^inul  bntldui-g  i^uw  rrtn^iiLs,  <?xrept  ift 
gntiidenirAaee  arch^d-fntewuy,  flmiked  by  two  massy  battki 
tmverfi.     WUhin  the  coiirfjis  n  spncious  fnie  old  bouse   bdoof 

The  nSwfrA  had  Ixa  lnwt*r  nnd  f>urt  <*f  the  b^dj'  tl^droyed  bj 
Oliver  Cromwell,  during  the  sitfgc  of  the  castle,  which  was  gar 
risoned  for  the  king  by  the  proprietor.  Sir  Lewis  Watsoii,  af 
tenvards  create.d  Lord  Rockingham.  In  the  chancel,  recumben 
on  an  altar-tomb,  are  the  figures  of  a  man  clad  in  armour,  and  ; 
female.  In  diffcVent  marble  compartments,  are  figures  in  bajso 
clievo,  of  a  youth  in  armour,  and  by  the  side  of  him,  a  sistc 
and  two  younger  brothers ;  and  in  other  €omparttn«iits»  £▼• 
wsters.  This  monument  is  sacred  to  the  memory  of  Edxsan 
/r'a/.swi/ grandfather  to  Lewis,  first  Lord  Rockingham;  an< 
Dorothy^  his  vmIc,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  MoiHagu,  Lor 
Chief  .Justice  of  the  King's-bcnch.  Another  monum^'tit  coai 
Riemorates  Anttf  wife   of  Edward,  baroa  of  Rockinvkam,  an 

elde 

•  Itinerary.  Vol.  1,  ful.  11, 
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eldest  daughter  of  Thomas,  earl  of  Strafford;  she  died  Jan.  2d 
A.  D.  1695.  Under  a  canopy,  sapported  foy  columns,  on  a  low 
pedestal,  stands  an  elegant  female  figure,  clad  with  loose  dra- 
pery, and  pointing  to  a  scroll,  lying  at  her  feet  This  moiHi- 
naent  commemorates  the  Hon.  Margaret  Watson,  and  her  alfee* 
tionate  sister,  Arabclia,  Lady  Oxendeiu  A  large  sumptuous  mo* 
nuraont  of  variegated  marbles,  executed  by  P.  Scheemmker$,  an^ 
L.  Dekemx ;  is  commemorative  of  Letvis^  Earl  of  Rockit^kamt 
and  Catharine,  his  Countess,  second  daughter  of  Sir  Oeorg# 
Sondes.  He  is  represented  by  a  figure  in  a  Roman  habit,  witit 
a  helmet  in  his  hand ;  and  she  in  the  clreis  of  the  times.  A  km^ 
inscription  recounts  the  genealogies  of  both  families.  A  large 
mural  monument  records  the  virtues  of  Grace  Pelham,  Lady 
Sondes,  fourth  daughter  of  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Pelham,  wifb 
of  Lewis,  Lord  Sondes,  who  died  July  1,  1777.  On  each  side  is 
another  monument,  corresponding  in  design ;  one  erected  for 
Levois  Watson,  Lord  Sondes,  who  died  March  Sk),  1795 ;  and  tha 
other  for  Lewis  Thomas,  Lord  Sondes,  who  died  June  21,  1806. 

Great  Weldon,  or  as  commonly  called  Weldonin  the  Woods, 
a  slnaJl  town,  containing,  by  the  returns -made  to  Parliament, 
72  houses,  and  3C4  inhabitants;  had  formerly  a  weekly  mar- 
Let,  which  is  nom'  discontinued.  The  market  house,  over  which 
are  the  sessions  chambers,  supported  by  columns  of  the  Tuscan 
order,  was  built  by  Lord  Viscount  Ilatton.  Tiiis  parish  is  fa- 
mous for  its  quarries  of  rag -stone,  a  species  of  marble,  which 
takes  a  high  polish,  and  is  in  great  esteem  for  chimney  pieces, 
siuhs,  &c  and  a  tradition  here  states,  that  St.  Paul's  cathedral, 
which  was  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  Loudoiv,  was  constructed  of 
Weldon  stone.  In  the  vicinity  of  this  place,  was  discovered  in 
tlic  year  1738,  *some  frasrments  of  Rom^n  tessellated  pavements, 
<ine  of  wiiich  was  90  feet  long,  and  10  broad.  Connected  with 
fliif;,  were  the  floors  of  seven  rooms ;  the  center  one  being  the 
largest,  and  was  termmated  at  one  end  with  five  sides  of  an  oo- 
fangular  projection.      Among  the  ruins  were  found    several 

Roman  coins  of  the  lower  empire* 
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h  distinguished  in  tlic  rccordAol'ierrUorial  property^  a*  hiiTia^ 
been,  during  the  Saxon  peri&r^  hidnrfH  in  the  i:igKt  Itandmii, 
of  which  the  abbey  o(  Pfterburough  had  becu,  according  B» 
tcg*l  phraseology*  iminemonally  imt^d^  and  wbich  prcvtiwB*  l^ 
the  intjuisition  then  iiiudt^r^^  confirmed  by  the  charter  of 
King  i^l gar »  On  the  dipnoi ution  of  that  motifastery,  Henry  llic 
Ei|;hllf(>  FvcUlcd  this  district  and  the  hundreds  of  Huxloearf 
Polebrookc,  as  a  jointure  for  life,  on  Queen  Catharine.  Hie 
llandred  contriins  the  pari^he's  of  Clapton,  Pilton,  Si&ke  Dsgkt 
Thorpe  Ackurch,  iitclutJitig  the  haiukt  of  WigtAhorpc,  7%Npi* 
iQH,  Titchmar$h,  sind  iVadefthot^ 

In  the  pamh  church  of  Claptom,  arc  several  mnnunaeuU  «♦ 
ijie  memory  of  th«  Budlev  family*  In  ihi*  parish  are  the  miiis 
of  LiTEDEN  HnusE^  which  was  built  after  a  iilan^  as  preTiou^lf 
observed,  o(  Sir  Thomas  Tresham.  Onr  nf  the  tvings  is  nearly 
entire,  a.ud  serves  to  give  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  design^  and  cs- 
ecutioti  of  the  whole.  The  present  rt:mruns  ^^^nsisting  of  tin: 
exterior  wall,  are  decorated  with  religious  emblems,  inscrip- 
tions, and  various  architectural  devises,  in  the  true  style  of  the 
Elizabethan  age. 

Major  Butler,  with  a  detachment  of  the  parliamentarian 
forces,  from  an  antipathy  to  the  architect,  as  was  reported, 
wished  to  demolish  the  house,  but  unable  to  accomplish  the  de- 
sign, he  caused  the  timbers  to  be  sawn  out,  and  removed  to 
the  town  of  Oundle,  for  the  erection  of  a  house  which  is  still 
standing  there. 

Thrai'ston,  a  small  town  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  Nen, 
contains  121  houses,  and  67o  inhabitants,  according  to  retarns 
made  to  Parliament.  The  houses  in  general,  are  well  built,  and 
a  handsome  bridge,  of  several  arches,  crosses  the  Nen,  by  which 
river,  a  considcrublc  trade  is  carried  on,  to  Lynn,  Northampton, 

and 
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and  to  various  other  towns  on  its  course.  The  rirer  was  rendered 
Aavigable  to  this  place  in  the  year  1737.  ''At  the  very  end  of 
Thrapeston-bridge  stand  ruins  of  a  very  large  hermitage,  and 
principally  well  builded,  but  of  late  discoverid  and  suppress* 
id."» 


POLEBROOK  HUNDRED. 

BouNOCD  on  the  east  by  part  of  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  and 
anciently  written  Pochebroc,  and  Pokebroc,  was  one  of  the 
eight  hundreds  possessed  by  the  abbey  of  Medenhamsted.  It 
now  contains  the  parishes  of  BanvwcU,  St  Andrew,  Benefield, 
Hemmgton,  Luddington,  OtmdU,  including  the  hamlet  of  iVsh- 
ton,  Poiir^ooAr,  including  the  hamlet  of  Armston,  Jfttrmington, 
and  Wumiek. 

Bar.vwell,  St.  Andrew,  derives  its  name  from  a  singular  ciM 
torn.  Near  the  village  are  se? en  wells,  in  which  during  the  aflp 
of  superstition,  it  was  usual  to  dip  weakly  infants,  called  herlm 
From  whatever  cause  this  custom  was  originally  adopted,  in 
the  course  of  time  some  presiding  angel  was  supposed  to  com- 
municate hidden  virtues  to  the  water,  and  mystical  and  puerile 
rites  were  performed  at  these  springs,  denominated/onrrxpufro- 
rum,  A  dark  devotion  was  then  paid  to  well:),  which  occa- 
sioned a  continual  resort  of  persons,  productive  of  great  disor- 
der ;  so  that  such  pilgrimages  were  strictly  prohibited  l|y  the 
clergy.  An  inhibition  of  this  kind  appears  among  other  in- 
junctions of  Oliver  Sutton,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  about  the  year 
1290.  At  this  place,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  First,  A.  D.  1 132 
a  Cattle  was  erected  by  Reginald  le  Moine,  which  Leiand  de- 
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ftribcs  untJer  tin.'  iUh  of  ■•  Bc-rtngnriuj*  Moyiie*  CasteL***  M 
fariyus  periods  ii  re^^eived  alterautms  und  additions,  bccaio«  9 
nobte  baron iul  residetice  of  tbe  Mufitucute,  acid  then  vi  (bi 
M(mtag^u«  fiioiibes.  Long  in  cin  uinnJiiibit^Me  siaiiv  it  uon§ 
forms  a.  fine  and  singuU^rly  carinas  ruin.  The  remains  at  pre- 
seiit  are  four  round  mnsay  bastion  fnwiTSj  mic  f:t>indiiig  al  eacb 
uijgle  of  a  quadmtii;ul!ir  court,  which  'was  inclosed  by  walls 
ihret;  feet  thick.  Thn*e  of  Uicjc  ojanectmg  ctirtaltis  arc  entire; 
btit  that  QTi  the  'wt^stern  side  b  iti  a  dilapid*ited  ^t^tc.  On  th« 
l<ji|ttb-past^  the  grand  gnhtvfij/  j3  still  subsisting-,  flajiked  by  iiiiiJ- 
kr  circular  basiiou  toWef&.  As  Ibe  age  (>!'  this  fortres-i  has  been 
accTiTatoly  asccrtaiiicd,  il  rnay  be  considered  a  rate  •specimen 
of  lfi€  ciiHtvllal^d  form  of  biiJldirt^  immedi<]ttely  nubeequcnt  lii 
the  cojit(i)r£t. 
I 

Tbe  parixh  of  BEStrilui  exhibit*  one  of  thoK^  j^ologicai 
phuntirtiena#  which  hiwt  pii/zlud  jiiiilo>.ophcrs  to  a&certam  th< 
iitlicicnt  cati.sc  ;  and  coniitituud  the  i^ubji'ct  of  Tarioii.%  cnnji!r^ 
tufL-  by  the  suppftrfcrs  of diffVtfiit  <«yj<<ciiis,  rt^jp^^clmg;  lh«  Ifoi 
thtory  of  the  carLh.  About  a.  furbmg  westvi^iird  of  the  villag«^ 
^|p.«  nine  4if  those  ciwUieit,  he r**^  and  in  ihe  north  rif  England, 
gallt^d  6ivafiiyj!s ;  but  in  the  soutli  and  west,  ticafict-Ztoks  ;^ 
-Jjirough  which  tlie  land-ili^nd  waterj;  fliiu,  and  clisnppcar.  Th€>* 
florid  ill  various  parts  yf  the  island,  and  ubuost  in  evrrv  de- 
scribed part  of  the  globe,  arc  supposed  by  soiqu  writers  to  be  a 

kinc 

•  Irinerary,  Vol.  T.  fol  S.  ThU  is  inaccurate.  Bcrengariiisile  Molne,  o 
Morgue,  in  the  fourlh  jcar  of  Kclwurd  tlie  First,  sold  Ihis  ca^lle  with  the  roi 
nor  of  Uarnwcll,  to  the  abbey  of  Ramsey,  ia  llic  county  of  Hunlingdor 
which  on  the  dissolution  of  the  House  in  the  reign  of  Heiiry  the  Eighth,  «a 
gnnited  by  (hat  oiuuarch  to  hi!>consoil  Queen  Cutherine,  as  part  of  herjoh 
ture  ;  and  in  ihu  chnent^i  year  of  Janics  ibe  First,  it  was  purck«ised  bj  S 
Edward  AJuuntague,  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  in  who&e  fanuly 
still  remains.     Sec  Bridges' Hiit.  of  Norlhartptontiiirc,  Vol.  II   p.  592. 

t  See  more  on  this  subject  in  *'  Kircheri  Alundus  Subterraneus."  Calcotl 
Treati&c  on  tlic  Delugtf ;  aird  Gentleman's  Magazine  fof  Adguait  17i7,tn 
Jkluuh  1761. 
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kind  of  inland  gulphs,  that  swallowed  up  the  waters'  of  the  de- 
luge ;  and  by  means  of  which  that  immense  liquid  body  re^- 
turned  to  the  centre-  of  the  earth ;  and  where  it  has  evtr  since 
formed  a  grand  subterraneous  abyss.  It  is  not  the  least  singu- 
lar circumstance  attending  these  swallows,  that  they  are  gene- 
rally found  upon  the  tops  of  mountains,  or,  as  in  the  present  ease* 
upon  very  high  land.  These,  like  most  which  have  been  dis- 
covered, are  nearly  circular  holes  of  various  diameters,  scimt 
having  a  perpendicular,  anii^others  an  oblique  descent,  opening 
beneath  the  apertures  into  large  spaces,  that  contain  several 
smaller  caves  or  conduits,  through  which  the  waters  are  evi- 
dently conveyed  to  some  distant  reservoir. 

Farming  Woods  Hall,  in  the  parish  of  Br/^s/ocA-,  is  the  seat 
and  property  of  the  Earl  of  Upper  Ossory,  to  whom  this  Vo- 
lume is  inscribed.  The  mansion,  standing  on  a  pleasant  lawn, 
is  surrounded  by  fine  masses  of  old  woods ;  the  demesne  being 
a  portion  of  Rockingham  Forest.  Part  of  the  house  has  been  the 
old  Forest  Lodge,  to  which  the  present  noble  proprietor  has 
made  some  additions  to  render  it  an  ocoasioual  residence  for 
himself  and  family. 

OUNBLE 

Is  a  neat  market  town,  situated*  upon  a  sloping  ground, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Nen,  which,  here  making  a  horse- 
shoe bend  in  its  course,  almost  surrounds  the  place.  Cam- 
den supposes  it  was  from  Its  situation  called  Avondalt,  the  Nen 
having  offginally  been  denominated  Avon,  and  of  which  the 
present  name  is  only  a  corruption.  The  toun,  however,  occurs 
in  Domesday  book,  under  the  name  of  Undele. 

The  Church  consists  ofa  nave,  north  and  south  ailcs,  transept, 
an«:  chancel,  with  a  square  tower.  The  latter  displays  five 
atones,  with  an  octagonal  turret,  terminating  each  angle,  and  is 
crowned  by  an  hexagonal  crocketted  spire.  The  tower  mea- 
sures thirty -five  yards,  and  thence  to  the  top  of  the  spire  tbirty- 
two.  0  2 


tit  !feimf*«rTtwnitin«. 

Am  Aim*€-k9USf  v^m  fcwtiidcd  here  by  Sir  WiUtam  LadCtmi,  i 
natWc  of  this  place,  grocer  in  l^ndoii,  and  lord  Diayot  in  1544^ 
i*^tjo  tlietl  ill  1556, 

The  Fttt-  Gratnmiir  Scfiool,  nmT  the  chttrch,  waa  »feo  ef«tfd 
tn  piintuanct!  of  ihe  will  of  the  name  benefieeat  person,  wWi»e- 
i|Ui!:jithed  Pirtittcs  for  the  end*%wiiiem  of  Iwlh  eaipblishineati* 
whith  ht  placed  midtr  the  »uperjiitcjidencc  of  the  GroctrV 
Company  in  London 

Owr  (be  dtK>r  of  ihe  Sehoivl-houft,  \s  this  tneeription 

Lutunus  poiiuiii  tetitbui  imrrw]  i  IcTsiwett.* 

Thus  englisbed  by  FttUer^  a  better  LiUtorisn  ttian  pocf, 

At  Oimdle  boru  wiuth«  diil  get, 
tu  LAiitlon  with  gffot  fm'iti, 
Ltnton  to  qIcI  4n<l  voong  hatb  act 
A  eomfrnt  to  imiun." 

A  Chttrky  School  was  built  HtrCr  »od  tb«  foundation  tnAowt^ 
in  tb«  yirar  1620^  by  Nicholas  Latham^  wko  was  upwards  cif 
fiftv  Vi^ar?!  tljc  rvrtof  of  Barnwell  St*  Andrew's,  He  al*P 
fqundt'd  a  Guild »,  or  hospital,  for  the  reception  of  sixteen  *gtd 
women,  wbo  have  a  weekly  allowance  for  their  support, 

'IVo  hridi*€$  ovef  the  NcRjj  form  a  communk'ation  w^ith  tblr 
road^  to  Tbrrvp^ton  and  V^ky>  Tbe  latter  called  Nottk  Bridge^ 
k  ^meriiUy  fLduiired^  as  a  kind^me  object ;  not  cmly  frotm  the 
numbcrof  arches  of  which  it  consi^tSj,  but  also  for  an  extenaire 
cau^way  formed  on  an  ai-cade,  wbicla  securei  a  p^i^sagc  to  suid 
fronithe  place  ^during  the  time  of  flood.  By  the  returns  under 
the  population  actj  the  number  of  houses  was  ^7G,  and  inhabit 
tantK  1950. 

Among  the  characters  of  note  bom  at  this  placr^  mav  be  no- 
ticed Williams  Hackkt,  a  religious  enthusiast,  \yho  having  nin 
a  wild  career  of  iuf»tu;ited  eccentricity,  and  boldly  opposed  \ht 
eftftblislied  orders  in  ch'irch  and  stai*  ;  wa.^  airested,  tried,  con- 
dt'tiiutfdj  Mid  exfcutt'd  on  a  gibbet^  in  Cheapsid^j  u\  1591. 

F£TM 
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P£TER  HaUsted  was  aUo  a  native  of  this  place.  Though  a< 
clergyman^  be  took  up  arms  during  the  civil  wars  in  the  time  of 
Charles  the  First;  and  after  being  in  several  engagements,  fell 
a  sacrifice  to  his  loyalty  in  defending  Banbury  Castlc»  while 
besieged  by  the  rebels  in  the  year  1643.  Among  other  literary 
pieces,  he  published  the  "  Eival  Friends/'  a  comedy  acted  in 
1631 ;  <'  Senile  Odium*"  a  comedy  in  Latin,  recited  before  the 
university  of  Cambridge;  also  a  humorous  translation  of  Tho- 
rius's  **  Hymnus  Talnci/'*  published  in  London,  1651. 

Dr.  John  Newton,  a  celebrated  divine  and  mathematician* 
was  also  born  here  in  the  year  I62d.  Appointed  to  the  living 
of  Ross,  in  Herefordshire,  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  timb 
at  that  place,  where  he  died  in  1678.  He  published  various 
mathematical  and  astronomical  works ;  among  which  the  prin- 
cipal are  "  Trigonometria  Britannica,"  in  folio;  "  Astronomia 
Siritannica,''  quarto;  **  Geometrical  Trigonometry,''  &c.  &c. 


WILLYBROOK  HUNDRED 

Takes  its  name  from  a  stream  that  rises  in  Deane  Park,  and 
has  the  river  Welland  for  iu  north-western  boundary,  which 
divides  it  from  the  county  of  Rutland ;  as  the  river  Nen  does 
from  Huntingdonshire,  on  the  southern  side.  It  includes  the 
parishes  of  Apetkorpe,  Cliff-Regit,  CoUyweston,  Cotterstock, 
Duddingtom,  Editon,  Fotheringhay,  Glapthome,  Lutto^,  Nassing^ 
ton,  Southwick,  Tattior,  Waringion,  Woodnewton,  and  YarwelL 

The  Church  of  Afethorpe  has  several  windows  enriched 
with  3Uiued  glass.  On  each  side  of  the  chancel  are  six  stalls^ 
Miui  those  ia  many  cathedral  churches.    Near  the  communion 
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•  Bridget'  Hist.ofNorllmmptoiifthJtv,  Vol  II.  p.  411. 


'tftble,  a  mnrRl  alabaster  monumenfr  recorifn  the  m*^iTi<^nr  ^^  ^^ 
Johd  ijeigh,  Knt  auditor  of  acronrit?i  to  Kirtg  Jamejs  file  ViwfL 
Anoiher  aiabaatcr  mominient  comm^morafc*  Rtvuf/^Sid  Wood- 
iufsrd,  £*i7.  who  appears  to  have  died  in  dt fence  of  tb^  f>aH»a- 
mtntiiriiui  crttiise,  in  ihe  time  of  Chtirles  ihe  Viv^U  In  ih^  oeuli 
tkWrt  iTcombent  ««  an  aitar*tomif  of  marble,  are  the  fignresnif 
Sir  Anihtm^  Miidnni^  Mnt^  And  tb*t  of  Lady  Gr-actf  his  wife;  be 
elad  in  ann'mr,  slit  dt^iKXl  in  the  costtimc  of  tiie  titties,  ini} 
both  pUced  III  supplicating  poKlOTiss*  This  sepulchre  is  deco- 
rated with  a  iTisignitirctit  mid  surnptilons  monument,  the  lefty 
cano|*>  <>**  which  \»  supporird  on  f>nc  side  by  twti  statues^  re- 
pT^geiitfltivc  of  Jnrticc,  :iml  of  Wisdom.  On  the  other  side  if 
Charity  in  ihr  aet  «f  pouring;  wine  mit  of  a  flagon  into  3.  clia- 
lice;  rtnd  Dev'otiofi  resting  h*T  right  bund  upon  a.  pillar.  At  the 
npprr  p.irt  M'  the  east  end,  a  virgin  in  foldings  r€>bes»  havinjf  1 
cross  m  her  fi^ht  hand,  and  a  tubtet  in  her  left.  At  the  freit 
end  is  Hope  raiding  her  eyes  towards  hcav^en,  her  right  hand 
|flaced  on  the  brcaat,  and  her  l^fi:  ann  reclining  on  an  anchor. 
In  the  centre,  over  all,  is  a  ffniale  fig^nvc  with  aji  inftiitt.  The 
whole  of  this  g^orgeous  moniimt^nt  is  well  conceived,  and  bcati- 
tifully  €\ccntei1 ;  and  tends  to  sbowj  that  idfhoTigb  getHmllv 
the  art  of  sculp  tare,  at  the  period  when  this  was  erected,  bad 
not  mnde  mnch  proj^rrss;  yet  individuals  jn  this  conntry  hi"' 
attain ed  to  a  most  rtspe  t:table  degjree  of  excellence.  Sir  An- 
thony, T*ho  died  Bcptember  11,  IG17,  had  been  chancellor  of  the* 
exchequer,  and  privy  ro is n stellar,  and  ambassador  from  Qiseen 
Elizabeth.  And  I^ady  Gracr*  who  died  July  27,  16^,  was  bis 
iillectionate  ^vife  tor  fifty  ypurs. 

ApTHOftPBj  ihf  Stat  of  ihr-'  f!art  vf  We%tmtirtlantf,  is  an  hnnd- 
some  edifice  of  t'ree-?itone,  consisting  of  a  quadrangle,  fomitd 
by  a  body  and  tivo  wings»  and  the  eastern  side  finished  \^ith  an 
Open  cloister.  On  the  sotith  side,  a  statuo  of  King  James  thf 
Fir^t,  com  memo  rates'  a  Tisit  paid  to  this  place  by  that  monarch, 
in  hiss  journey  from  Scotland,  in  the  jL'ar  100?;  who  is  said  to 
(lave  contributed  the  timbt^r  towards  the  completion  of  the 
l^tilldtng.  And  here  it  was  the  kin^  Urst  noticed  ViUlcr:^,  after- 
6  \%-ard$ 
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wards  .created  Duke  of  Buckingham.  The  various  apartments 
are  ornameiited  with  numerous  paintings;  .among  which  may 
be  noticed,  on  the  staircase,  a  full-length  picture  of  Jame?* 
9»e^ted  Duke  of  Richmond,  in  1G41;  of  Mary,  Countess  of 
Wesimoreland,  daughter  and  sole  heiress  of  Sir  Anthony  Mil4- 
may ;  of  the  said  Sir  Anthony^  and  Lady  Grace  his  wife ;  of 
Francis,  first  Karl  of  Westmoreland,  in  1625;  and  two  full- 
length  portraits  of  Philip  and  Mary,  which  Bridges  supposed  to 
have  been  painted  by  Holbein.* 

CLIFF-REGIS,  or  KING'S  CLIFF, 

So  denominated  traditionally  from  King  John  having  had  a. 
bunting  scat  here,  but  more  probably  from  the  manor  telong- 
i;ig  to  the  crown,  is  a  small  town,  whose  market,  formerly  held 
on  Tuesdays,  has  long  been  discontinued.  It  contains  ^04 
houses,  and  876  inhabitants.  At  this  place  was  born,  in  1686, 
The  Rev.  William  Law,  a  celebrated  polemical  and  non- 
juring  divine,  who  refusng  preferments,  on  account  of  the  re  • 
quired  oaths,  lived  in  retirement;  where  occasionally  he  com- 
posed books  on  devotion,  and  at  times  took  up  his  pen  in  religi- 
ous controversy.  His  successful  vindication  of  the  received' 
doctrine  of  the  eucharist  against  the  heterodox  notions  of  Bishop 
Hoadly,  is  well  known ;  and  the  name  of  Law  will  go  down  with 
eclat,  connected  as  it  is  with  the  celebrated  Bangorian  contro- 
versy, to  the  latest  posterity.  He  early  admired  the  works  of 
Jacob  Behmen,  and  the  serious  call  to  a  devout  and  holy  life ; 
Treatise  on  Christian  Perfection,  &c.  are,  in  some  degree,  tinc- 
tured with  the  asyetic  opinions  of  that  noted  mystic.  He  died 
in  I761.t 

O  4  COTTERSTOCK. 

*  Bridges'  History  of  Norihamptonslnrc,  Vol.  If.  p.  434.  But  this  mutt  be 
erroneous.  Il6]bein  died  of  the  plague  in  Loudon,  in  l'}o4;  and  Qiteen 
Mary  only  usceiided  the  throne  the  preceding  year.  It  is  more  probable  the 
artist  was  Sir  Antmio  More,  who  painted  several  portaits  of  Mary  and  Phili|s 
lind  followed  the  latter  into  Spain. 

t  Sec  an  Account  of  his  Life,  prefixed  to  hit  works. 
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CoTTEnsTocK.    lo  thift  panj^h,  almost  in  »  Itn^  cast  fnA 
Wtldon,  in  the  adjacent  hundr«d,  where  it  has  been  pireviomitf 
fioticed.  thatRoromn  imtiquities  have  been  fotindj  w%s  discoter«i 
a  i€udtat€d  pavcutent*  very  Uttle  defaced,  about  twenty  fail 
square,  haviag  ^  border  seven  feet  hroad.     Th«  work  to  the 
<5enlr€  of  about  ten  tcet  squstre,  consisted  of  rcticutord,  ud 
other  patterm^  in  the  midst  of  which  were  various  ornainenttu 
lii  the  strata  of  hosn  tarih^  west  of  thist,  wer^  dtig  up  liiffr^ 
nail$,  oyster  Ah^Un,  and    ffagmem«  of  sepulchral    urns,  wiftti 
coinjij  k.c,  iDgcihtr  with  foundation  stones,  and  a  targe  block  of 
freestone  cnnverled  into  a  watering  troughs     In  the  year  1796* 
another  pavement  was  discovered  in  the  same  field:    alio  f^ 
v^erat  fragments  of  inferior  workmanship,  but  much  defaced*      ^ 

I 

CoTTi-iiiTocK  Hall,  the  seat  of  Ladtf  B^oth,  ^was  bollt  bj 
Mr,  Norton,  a  friend  of  I>ryden*s ;  and  here  th  at  poet  com* 
posed  his  fubiesj  mnd  spent  the  two  last  summers  of  his  life« 
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F^iTHERiHGtUY,  connected  with  the  lives  and  fiites  of 
must  ever  be  interesting  to  this  topographer  and  traveller; 
will  be,  to  the  latest  period,  conspicuous  on  the  pag^a  of  history. 
Here  was  formerly  a  Caitkt  probably  ftrst  erected  by  Simon  St* 
Li^  Bccoiid  Earl  of  Northampton,  in  the  time  of  the  Con cjueror. 
Itr  the  reign  of  Edvyard  the  Third i  it  was  rebuilt  by  Edmund 
Langley,  Duke  of  York,  who  made  the  keep  in  the  shape  of  * 
feiier^l^Kkf  the  device,  or  emblem,  with  ih^  occasional  addition 
of  a  falcon  in  the  cemre,  of  the  York  family.  The  s^^me  figure 
in  itained  glass,  wiks  also  emblazoned  in  most  of  tJle  castlt 
Windows*  By  marriage,  this  fortress  becaitie  the  property  of 
the  Scottish  ku»;;s;  and  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  King  John's 
reign,  David  of  Scotland  was  summoned  to  surrender  the  castle 
tn  the  crown  of  EnLrl^md;  b\it  refusing  to  comply,  the  sherilT 
waa  directed,  by  royal  man  date,  to  rai$e  the'  pone-comkaim  to 

forci 


*  Thii  was  eagr^ved  by  Vi^nuf,  fo:  the  aociety  of  Asiiqn^rLCL 
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ibrce  him  to  submission.  In  the  fifth  year  of  Henry  the  Third's 
reign,  Witlistm  de  Fortibus,  Earl  of  Albemarle  and  Holdernes^* 
UK>k  this  fortress  by  surprise,  while  it  was  in  the  possession  of 
Ranulph,  Earl  of  Chester;  and  having  placed  a  garrison  in  it* 
imvaged  the  adjacent  country.  Edward  the  Fourth,  after  having 
quelled  the  insurrection  of  the  northern  men,  in  the  year  1496» 
•n  his  return  met  his  queen  here,  who  had  waited  his  arrival, 
And  in  this  fortress  he  had  previously,  in  the  twenty-second 
year  of  bin  reign,  taken  up  bis  residence;  when  Alexander* 
King  of  Scotland,  had  an  audience,  and  promised  to  do  fealty 
and  homage  to  the  King  of  England. 

The  honour  of  Fotheringbay  was  settled,  in  dower,  on  6lttee% 
Catharine,  by  Henry  the  Eighth ;  and  in  the  time  of  Elisiabeth, 
iCa  custody  was  confided  to  Sir  William  Fitzwilliams.  In  this 
Queen's  reign,  the  castle  was  rendered  a  scene  of  woe,  and  its 
name  will  ever  be  associated  with  sentiments  of  horror  and  me- 
lancholy. Here  Mary  Stewart,  dueen  of  Scots,  after  suflering 
imprisonment,  was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed,  in  the  year 
1A60.  Respecting  the  justice^  or  injustice  of  this  cruel,  and  ap« 
patently  unjust  act,  various  opiaions  still  prevail,  and  much 
has  been  written :  but  this  is  not  a  proper  place  to  enter  into 
the  controversy.  Camden,  who  was  a  cotemporary,  and  had 
ample  means  of  arriving  at  truth,  endeavours  to  avoid  enter- 
ing into  any  discussion  upon  the  point;  saying,  "  let  it  be 
aver  forgotten,  if  possible ;  but  if  not,  let  it  be  ever  wrap« 
ped  up  in  silence."*  Fotheringbay,  however,  notwithstand* 
tag  the  reserve  of  some,  and  the  misrepresenUtion  of  other 
writers,  notwithstanding  the  castle  has  been  demoILthed,  and 
the  walls  of  her  prison  down,  and  the  hall  of  judgment  na 
more  3   will,  to  the  latest  posterity,  transmit  the  deplorable 

event 


*  Britaimia.  For  thii  studied  tesenre,  there  etiited  obrieus  and  hnperioa^ 
fmmim  -,  m  Camden  hcM  under  Elisabeth  a  place  of  great  trost,  and  eante- 
SKAtt  M  that,  whatever  nifhilisvc  ^eco  hb  real  opiaion,  conccilttCBl  waa 
an  act  of  prudence 
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f  ¥en^  and  record  In  Us  name  and  mc  the  n&fariayi  trails^* 

•'  And  Ittf  where  nme  wUhViglrteneil  fact  fereoe 
)      Pumc*  to  you  fair  J  bul  gloiiiui  oppniAg  ikjr  j 
Si'C,  Truih  wnlk  forth*  mnjcatic,  •wtfiil  queen  f 
And  roTtif\  blQckcDing  tnisl  b«fare  her  fli«. 

FihbcbtHid,  iinmuskcdi  wiilidfiiwi  Ker  ugly  trutv 
Aud  Mary 'a  virtnei  nil  iUimtiiou»  iImiic — 
Vt?,  thi>u  hii^t  frlciids !  the  godlike  m\d  httinnne 
^  Of  litcit  ag««,  injurrd  qurtin,  ere  Ihine. 

But  f:ome  )^e  nymphi,  y^  wtMjcHlKnd  fpirili  c^ioei 
And  with  fuacnil  fluwcrs  yuur  trciie*  braid  j 
Wltjle  m  this  haltow^Kl  grove  vngi  rftiie  tbe  tonibj 
Aad  consecrate  lfi«  ftcrng  to  Muy't  tludo, 

H)tber  jf  gentle  gtjBrtliiiia  of  the  fair, 
•  By  Virtup^s  tears*  bj^  weeping  beauty  come; 

XJliibind  Ibc  fcitjve  rol^cij  uabiad  Lhe  luiir, 
And  f«n.vc  the  cyjjre&a  bi^tigli  »t  Marjf\  t^mK* 

The  castle,  from  a  m^nuicript  accountj  aad  the  dtacti\ 
giwtn  of  it  by  Lplund,  must  have  been  a  noble  structureF  c<m- 
t»ini»ig  noinerous  npartmcuts^  secured  by  strongly  fomfWd 
WJl^ls^  WithfiotiHtt!  dkeliif^i;  the  tnill-brouk  seririiig:  for  part  ot" 
the  imier>  and  the  river  Nen  for  the  outer  moat.  -But  on  the 
accession  of  James  to  the  throne  of  England,  an  order  was 
issued  for  its  demolition,  and  nothing  now  remains  save  the  site, 
marked  by  the  moats,  with  the  ag^er  on  which  the  keep  was 
erected ;  and  the  latter  has,  within  a  few  years,  been  nearly  It- 
tellcd. 
I  ^  .At 

*  Contrary  to  the  assertion  of  Pope  Urban  the  Kiglith,  the  bodj  of  this 
princess  was  interred  in  the  cathedfal  church  of  Peterborough,  Kviih  the  ac> 
customed  regal  honor,  and  usual  ceremonies,  attended  by  many  of  the  nolu- 
lity  as  mourners,  the  master  of  the  wardrobe,  Clarencieux,  king  at  arms,  and 
ajtrain  of  her  majesty's  servants.  Mag.  Brit.  VoL  II L  p.  474.  Her  corps  was 
ai^erwaids  removed  to,  and  interred  i«  Hmry  the  Seventh's  Chapel  at  West* 


At  a  very  remote  period  a  nunnery  was  founded  in  this  vil- 
lage, probably  by  Simon  St.  Liz.     On  the  site  of  this,  Edmuniil 
Langley  intended  to  erect  a  college  for  seculars;  but  having 
been  prevented  by  death,  the  design  was  carried  into  execution 
.by  his  son  Edward,  Puke  of  York,  who  began  it  in  :the  ytar 
1412.  The  society  consisted  of  a  master,  twelve  chaplains,  eight 
clerks,  thirteen  choristers,  and  was  incorporated  and  confirmed 
under  the  title  of  "  the  Master  and  College  of  the  Blessed  Vir- 
gin, and  AH  Saints  in  Fodringhey,"  which  the  founder  and  fu- 
ture benefactors  amply  endowed.    At  the  Dissolution  the  an- 
nual revenues,  according  to  Speed,  amounted  to  489/.  15*.  9d, 
After  the  suppression,  this  college  was  given,  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward the  Sixth,  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland;  and  was  soon 
taken  down.    Some  remains  of  the  walls  are  yet  visible  towards 
the  river,  and  part  of  the  cloisters  and  arches  of  the  choir,  ad> 
joining  the  south  side  of  the  conventual  church.    The  demoli« 
tion  of  that  part  of  the  edifice,  is  deeply  to  be  rcgretfed  ;  for, 
from  the  description  given  of  it,  in  ari  estimate  made  of  tii«'  mo- 
nastic premises  in  1558,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  noble  build- 
ing.    "  In  the  cloister  windows,  in  number  eightj/-eij;ht,  \V4iTe 
[tainted  stories  much  broken,  which,  being  pullcil  dvwn,  would 
■be  of  no  value;  and  in  the  library  were  ^even  windows ;  and 
in  the  rooms  and  chambers  of  the  cloister,  were  eighteen  doon 
of  free-stone,  rated  one  with  another,  at  iii*.  iv«/.  a  door."    The 
part  of  the  structure  now  remaiuing,  consist*  of  a  lofty  nave, 
two  ailes,  and  a  square  tower  at  the  wt>i  end,  surmounted  br 
an  octagon  tower  of  later  erection:  and  tlic  whole  ornamented 
with  elegant  pinnacles,  and  embattled  paraneLs.    The  windows 
were  formerly  embellished  with   painted  glass  some  traces  of 
which  may  yet  be  seen.     The  figures  of  St.  Ccorge,  St  Dcnnui^ 
St.  Bldsius,  and  numerous  bishops,  saints,   &,c.  w  ere  intirc  in 
1718,  when  drawings  \ff;re  taken  of  them,  which  have  t)ton 
since  engraved  fof  the  history  of  the  county.     On  the  wall  of 
the  south  ailc,  is  the  following  inscription  indicative  of  the  em 
^Jfthe  building. 


^  deelctiic  prima  fait  hujus  petn  locftta  j 

A  A,  Xti  C>  q<aalcr  ct  M.cmn  4ec«  quints, 
Hfiirwi  f  Htutt  *  tunc  ia»Bla«i>ie  seoiodo.' 


Near  the  commomon  labk  is  a  stone  moiiumaiit^  beaniif^ 
inter  iptjon ; 


**  Tb<rM  ixutiiniDenti  dl  Baw^Ke^  0iiK  of  YoB«,  •i»d  lUdivi  ilT« 
vu  iiMd«  in  the  j«»r  <»f  our  Lord  God  1573.    The  »»jd  £dw«rd  vatl^gi 

On  a  similar  monument  is  thU  inscription  ; 

"  BrciriiiD  FiiKTAOiifffT,  Duke  of 
Yorkr  Depheir  to  Edwmtd,  Dakc  of 
YorLe,  r»ther  to  King  Edwvrd  yft 
4lh  WM  liame  at  W>Le£eId 
In  the  37|h  jeit  of  UcnTjr  je 
6th  1459,     And  lieth  bur;«^ 
Her«  with  Cjccly  bu  wiftf.** 

f  mnwlcn  observes,  that  '*  these  princes  ti»d  all  magiiificrT 
monuments,  which  were  thrown  down  and  ruined,  together  wit] 
the  upper  part,  or  chancel  of  the  church.  But  Queen  Eliza 
beth  commanded  two  monuments  to  be  set  up  in  memoij  ^ 
them,  in  the  lower  end  of  the  church,  now  standing;  which 
nereriheless,  (such  was  /AtftV  narrowness  who  had  the  char^  ^ 
the  work,)  are  looked  upon  as  Tery  mean,  for  such  great  princes 
descended  from  kings,  and  from  whom  the  kings  of  England  an 
descended."  The  Richard  aboTe  commemorated  a^iring  tc 
the  crown,  and  attempting  to  obtain  accession  on  the  death  ol 
Henry  the  Sixth,  was  slain  in  an  engagement,  as  above  stated,  b) 
the  queen's  troops,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Somet- 

•  set 


*  Lefand,  therefore,  imwt  be  mistaLeo,  in  Mjiog  "  the  fuic  doislre  of  tbi 
college  wms  made  in  King  Edward  the  4  dayes,  one  FcM  bcjag  nkucr  of  ^ 
c«li«ge  at  that  i^sxsdt:*    Itio.  Vol*  I.  fvl.  5. 
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set.  His  body  wa»  fint  interred  at  Pontefract  in  Yorkshire,  but 
afterwards  conveyed  for  sepulture  to  this  place.  Cicely,  his  relict, 
by  her  will,  dated  August  37, 1495,  directed  her  body  to  be  bu- 
ried by  the  side  of  that  of  her  husband.  And  to  secure  the  execu- 
tion of  her  wishes,  she  made  an  interested  appeal  to  the  feelings 
of  the  canons,  and  engaged  them  to  assist  in  the  fulfilment  of  her 
request  Proriding  her  body  is  buried  at  *'  Fodringhay,  she  givea 
to  the  said  colege  a  square  canapie  crymson  clothe  of  gold,  a 
cbesibull,  and  twoo  tenucles,  and  three  capes  of  blewe  velyett, 
bordered  with  thre  abes,  Uire  masse  bokes,  thre  grayles,  and  se- 
ven processioners.*** 

This  village,  so  distinguished  in  history,  was  formerly  a  con- 
siderable town,  had  a  market,  weekly  on  Wednesdays,  and  three 
annual  fkirs.  It  now  consists  of  one  street,  containing  only  46 
houses,  and  307  iahabitants. 

A  grammar'ickool  was  founded  here  by  Queen  Elizabeth, 
with  a  yearly  salary  of  twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  out  of  the  ex* 
chequer,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  master  who  has  a  house  in 
the  churchyard,  and  privileged  with  four  cows. 

RicHAftD  Plantacf.net,  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  King  Ri* 
chard  the  Third,  was  born  at  this  place ;  in  whose  person,  Ful- 
ler observes,  "  Ajax  and  Ulysses  met;  possessing  eloquence  to 
talk,  and  valour  to  fight"  His  character,  like  that  of  Mary, 
Queen  of  Scots,  has  been  sadly  and  extravagantly  misrepre- 
aented  by  various  writers;  some  praising,  but  most  vilifying  k. 


NASEBURGH    HUNDRED,    AND  PETERBOROUGH 
LIBERTY. 

Was  anciently  denominated  Nasus-burgi,  or  the  ness  of  Burgh, 

from 
♦  Bridges'  H^tor^  of  Nortbamptontbirv,  Vol.  II.  p.  452. 


frtiin  m  thspr,  ffjrmirtg  3  kind  of  peniiisuta,  bein^^ 
tbc  vctii^  Mdt»  siirroiindeti  with  water.  The  Km 
ittita.  Cambfidgeshire  nncl  Huiitingdoitshire,  ott  ihe 
sciiith;  the  We  [land  does  the  same  otithe  north,  from  tkccMrf 
©f  Lincoln  J  on  the  b&rtlera  of  which,  at  Croyliitwi*  tJwte  rir^ 
Uare  ihcrir  confluence.  Tl*&  j^M  Roman  wo^d  c^llcil  £rM 
«^/tr«,  pn-ises  through  this  diiitricU  under  ihe  |icovtnes&l  ap^ll 
tknn  QriJigh  Dyfic,  mid  ;%  ikin^Al  branch j  kn^wti  by  ihe  bmi 
uf  the  Fort^  Fugt'Wft^t  to  thi»  Qorth-west-  1 

l^hiA  tJi&ttlct  coQUim  th«:  city  of  Pt;f  i^ntioitOLGtif  Jkfisit 
Ch^ff  ^i\i\  Bnrout*h  Fefl,  c%trn*poroc;hiaTj  and  iht  p^itbei  1 
Bmni(M,  Bm-ffttckf.  iiiclmlmg  the  haoileu  of  Pik^e  and  Swrtl 
ccpi.%  CwtUfVf  mcliuLing  iLie hninJct  uf  .'yt^ivort  ;  Eitmttmdifm 
«i*^V^  iijff,  titUtOJif  Httpsioji£f  J/flrAa^rt,  St.  JJcir^iiM,  StiaGu 
Baroii^  Mnitftt  iucluding  the  hiunikt  of  Deeping  Gate;  AWi 
hifr&ugh,  Pu$«m^  inchidlng  the  ktmbt  of  W^rrkigtout  Pimlir 
!$tinon,  Thornhaugh,  Vj'QVih  mctudhig  the:  hamlet  of  AjdHdl 
t'pion,  liamfotdt  IVhkur'mgt  Wothorpc^^mi  the  ba^mleti dC Ci 
thiirpe  and  WaUtiu. 

Castoris  a  village  eminent  for  its  antiquity,  of  which  son 
notice  has  been  taken  in  the  description  of  the  couuty  of  Ua 
tington.''^  An  extraordinary  unanimity  has  prevailed  anoi 
autiq^uaries  respecting  this  place;  Camden*  Stukeley,  ai 
Hoi^Iey  having  uniformly  agreed  to  fix  here  4he  station,  D 
robroiis  or  Durohrivat  mentioned  in  the  Itinerary  of  Antonioi 
This  has  been  placed  near  the  adjacent  village  of  Chestertot^ 
the  county  of  Huntingdon  ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt»  fro 
the  renmius  which  havebeen  discovered  at  each  of  these  placi 
tka^  its  station  and  the  appendages  occupied  both  sides  of  t 
river.     The  next  stations  to  the  north  and  south,  were  Dirro 


•  See  Btautie»>  Vol.  til.  p.  53€W 
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PuHte^,  and  Causennis,*  as  mentigxu;d  in  the  fifth  -Iter.  Th* 
riv<tir  here  divides  into  two  streams,  forming  a  small '  island, 
which  division  rendered  it  favorable  for  the  erection  of  mills,  « 
capability  the  Britons  would  not  fail  to  avail  themselves  of  for 
the  pulverization  of  their  corn.  The  Romans  did  not,  like  ih» 
l^axons,  generally  impose  new  names  on  places  in  the  vait* 
quished  country,  bat  only  romanized  those  they  found  alreadjr 
affixed.  Thus  Dwrbrevatiy  the  water  mills,  from  the  British 
word  dwr,  water,  and  brevanf  a  mill,  the  jflofaans  would  natU"* 
rally  turn  into  Durobrivae  or  Durobrivis,  agreeably  to  the  geniuf 
Qf  their  language.  In  addition  to  these  convincing  considera* 
tions,  a  further  demonstration  is  derived  from  the  numerous  re- 
gains, discovered  at  diHerent  times  in  the  vicinity. ;  some  of 
which  have  already  been  described  in  the  seventh  volume  of 
this  work.  The  traces  also  of  several  vicinal  roads  to  fortified 
posts,  in  the  neighbourhood  are  visible :  one  just  above  Gunwade^ 
Ferry,  and  another  goes  from  Castor  to  the  camp  at  Aldwarl!ton, 
in  the  county  of  Huntingdon. f  In  digging  up  part  of  the  camp 
at  .Castor,  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  a  garden,  was  found  a 
small  bronze  statue,  only  three  inches  in  length,  but  finely  ex- 
ecuted, representing  in  the  Thracian  manner,  Jupiter  Termi- 
nales,  as  a  man  without  arms,  lessening  gradually  fi-oin  the  cen- 
tre, and  standing  upon  a  square  pyramid.  This,  which  is  em- 
bellished with  various  emblematic  devices,  ^^-as  evidently  one 
'  of 

•  To  rrconcilc  i)rt  distances  between  Dxirobrovis  and  Cantonnis  f«ed  at 
AncaMer,  and  Lindo,  ilic  next  at  Lincoln,  Horslev  supposes,  that  through  the 
Bi^toic  of  tran5cribets  XXX  and  XXVI.  the  ttunterals  in  the  Itinerary,  have 
been  transposed  for  XXXVi.  and  XX.  Sec  Beaiilio*,  Vol.  IX.  p.  762.  In  this 
cum:  the  distance  of  thirt^-thr^  finglish  miles  bctirecnilncaster  and  this  poiiit; 
the  river  Ncn,  answers  to  the  thirljr-sjx  Ruoian  miljiit.  The  nuriit>er  between 
thv*  iKCxt  station  DurolipoiUt  is  in  Antoiunus  XXV.  but  in  Richard  of  Ciren- 
cester XX.  which  latter  will  bring  us  to  Godmanchester,  where  StuLcIey  wb» 
imcrnTed  i<>  con.iida*  the  site  of  the  station  ;  or  to  Huntingdon,  where  it  has 
been  6xed  in  the  present  work.     See  Beauties,  Vol.  VIT.  p.  S4d. 

t  Gibson's  ConuBcntary  upon  partoftbe  Hftb  jonmey  of  Anioninns,  Sec  f». 
104.     . 


•f  the  dii  iermmi,  which  naked  among  the  LaretpmhHei,  apt- 
irii  of  the  Roman  people.  Nomenras  firagments  of  tetfeiimed 
pavements  have  been  discovered  in  different  places  ;  xbtom,  ud 
other  antique  hctible  Teasels,  ruined  walls,  and  great  qoaathiei 
of  coins,  of  most  of  the  Roman  emperors,  froni  Trajan  to  Va* 
leas.  From  a  coin  found  belonging  to  the  XIX  Legion*  it  has 
been  supposed  a  cohort  of  cavalry,  from  that  body,  was  slatioii* 
ed  here. 

In  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  a  Nunnecy  was  foanded  at  Castor 
by  Kyneburga,  wife  of  Alfred,  a  Norman  prince,  and  daughter 
of  Ptiiida,  king  of  Mercia.  The  founder  left  the  court  and  her 
consort,  to  superintend  the  devoted  virgins ;  and  the  phice  sub- 
sequently obtained  the  name  of  Kyndmrg-^castre,  The  church 
here  is  dedicated  to  St.  Kyneburga,  and  it  is  probable  that  some 
parts  of  the  present  structure  was  built  soon  after  the  death  of 
the  saint.  It  is  certainly  a  very  curious  specimen  of  what  is 
commonly  termed  Saxon  architecture.  It  consists  of  a  nave, 
north  and  south  ailes,  transept,  and  chancel.  In  the  centre  is  a 
massy  tower,  surmounted  by  a  pyramidal  spire,  and  rests  upon 
f[>ur  circular  arches.  The  battlements  are  decorated  with  curi- 
ous sculpture,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  tower  is  embellished 
with  two  fascia  of  larger  and  smaller  arcades,  with  windows, 
&t.  The  roof  of  the  nave  is  constructed  of  wood,  and  ihe  cicl- 
ing  is  ornamented  with  figures  of  angels  presenting  shields 
charged  with  keys  saltire,  the  arms  of  the  see  of  Peterborough, 
aii«i  others  hohling  models  of  a  church.  The  capitals  of  those 
columns,  nearest  the  chancel,  are  enriched  with  the  figures  of 
men  unci  beasts ;  on  one  is  a  boar  pursued  by  dogs,  and  a  man 
in  tiic  act  of  killing  him  with  a  spear  ;  on  another  is  represented 
one  voracious  animal  devouring  another. 

The  three  arches  on  the  south  side  of  the  nave,  arc  semi- 
tire  ular,  resting  on  massy  round  pillars ;  the  opposite  three  are 
ji^inted  and  supported  by  hexagonal  columns..  The  arch  of  the 
transept  is  semi-circular,  and  the  pillars  round  with  nail-head 
capiuils.  At  the  east  end  of  the  north  aile,  is  a  monument  said  to 
be  the  shrine  of  St.  Kyneburga,  composed  of  five  arches,  under 

an 
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En  embattled  cornice,  over  a  round  arch,  and  below,  art  nine 
etiriched  quatrefoil  arches,  nnder  the  centre  of  which  is  an  em- 
battled sarcophagus.  Within  a  semicircular  stone  frame,  over 
the  south  door  of  the  chancel,  is  the  following  inscripticn,  in 
Saxon  characters  «  XVo.  KL.  MAI  BEDICA  TI0— HVI' 
ECL'E.  A.  D.  M.0C.XIII." 

Though  this  inscription  is  tolerably  perfept,  yet  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say,  if  the  date  was  originally  inserted,  or  inscribed  sub* 
sequently  to  the  letters.  It  is  also  uncertain  whether  the  above 
be  the  correct  date  ;  for  the  XIII.  or  XIIII.  at  the  end,  and  the 
C.  or  the  letter  that  precedes  the  X  are  not  clearly  defined. 
Hence  antiquaries  are  divided  in  opinion  on  'the  subject,  and 
this  is  rendered  a  theme  of  conjecture. 

Over  the  south  porch  on  the  outside  is  represented  in  relief 
an  half  length  figure  of  a  man,  with  a  radiance  round  his  head, 
the  massy  wooden  door,  which  is  very  ancient,  having  a  singu- 
larly constructed  lock,  is  this  inscription : 

"  0RiCARDU8  BEBY,recfori« 
Ecctesie  de  Castre  fc    ---•-•-- 


tn  the  north  aile,  a  flat  stone  records  the  memory  of  a  distin- 
guished native.  John  Landen,  an  eminent  mathematician,  and 
Pellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  in  the  transactions  of  which  so- 
ciety he  published  several  papers  upon  the  more  abstruse  de- 
partments of  arithmetical,  and  geometrical  invcstigatioh.  He 
published  also  ''  Mathematical  Lucubrations,"  and  two  volumes 
of  Mathematical  Memoirs;  and  died  January  15, 1790,  in  the 
seventy-first  year  of  his  age.  In  the  church-yard  is  a  frag- 
ment of  an  old  stone  Crost,  with  sculpture. 

in  the  vicinity  of  Castor,  near  Gunwade  Ferry,  are  two  large 
upright  stones,  proviucially  called  Robin  Hood  and  Little  John, 
Gunton,  in  his  History  of  Petcrbugh,  says,  they  were  set  iip 
as  evidences  that  the  carriages  of  stone  from  Barnack  quarries, 
might  pass  this  ferry  without  paiying  toll. 

Milton,  called  Adbey-Milton,  because  it  formerly  belonged 
Vol.  XI.  Jan.  1810.  P  to 


I^llie  Abbott  of  Medenhamsteftd,  h  the  seat  and  property  of 
B*irlFiu William.  The  hoiis«ta  Large  Irregular  edlficet  haseTi- 
denily  been  buiLt  at  diiTereiit  tijues  i  the  oldest  a^ppea^rs  mbcrul 
the  age  of  Eruabeth,  thongK  th«  Fitit-ii'inianis's  hadreAde^ 
here  long  be  to  re-  When  Fothiughay  Castle  was  demttLu^ed^ 
icrerol  pieces  of  stained  glass  wem  removed  fratn  the  winduwf 
therct  and  inserttfd  in  thoiie  at  IVIikoii.  Tba  hciuse  also  contatM 
s«v«mi  picturc^j  and  otitic r  objects  of  beauty  aiid  rarity.  AiiiCQ§ 
tbft  piiitrait^^  kone  of  Mary  i^ueen  q/ ScQtti,  painted,  aj(  Bridge 
states,  in  1582,  Anrjiher  of  «/r/?fir« /«  t^  hen  a  boy,  with  sui  lOr 
BCfiptloii ;  **  Thifl  picture  was  given  to  Sir  William  FiiJ&*wil* 
limur  by  Mary  Q^uecn  of  ScotSj  oa  the  moraing  of  her  exiC**, 
tion,  iW  the*  huTniinu  treatmeut  she  had  tuet  iviih  during  htt 
mprifioninviitr  at  FotUeriftghayf  whereof  he  Yrsks  goTenior*']^^ 


Marium  CHuftcHf  cmit;iifis  several  niontunental  memoriak 
todifTerent  persons  of  the  Fitzwilliam  family*  The  chaiic«| 
wa*  built  by  Sir  WiUiam  Fit^wiUiain,  some  time  before  the  year 
1634,  a«  in  that  yea?  he  nmde  »  will  requestiTig  to  be  interred 
in  the  ncufly  erected  part  of  the  charch.  His  tomb  is  oma- 
uiented  with  various  armorial  insignia^  with  two  efiigies  of  Sir 
William  am)  his  lady ;  and   thi»  inicription  : 

"Sir  WvtLvAM  Fytxwyllyams,  knyght,  dece^syd  the  IX  day 
of  August  in  the  XXVI  yere  i>f  our  ioverayn  Lordc  kyng  Hea- 
ry  the  VIII.  in  anno,  Domini  M,CCCCC.XXX11IL  ajid  lyeth 
benrird  under  this  lombe." 

Another  monument,  with  an  efligy  of  a  man  in  armour,  aod 
his  wife  lying  by  his  side,  records  the  memory  of  Sir  H'Uiiam 
Fitzit;iUmm*  KtK,  thrte  timts  deputy,  or  lord 'lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  f«r  thirty  years  cooi- 
raandtT  in  chief  of  her  array  I  be  re.  lie  died  in  June  1^9$. 
^\nne  his  wife,  was  daiijsjhter  of  Sir  William  Sidney^  grandEathei 
to  thtj  lint  earl  of  Leicester*     Within  the  couimutuon   raili 

atvatbi» 

*  A  liit  wf  ihm  pjclurei,  wiili  some  bit^graplika]  n<»tic»  of  tke  lordj  pf  1^ 
mm^f,  mty  Ue  aieu  hi  Glbws's  "  Cammeul.  Ice,  on  %Ue  5tb  Iter,  &«.** 
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another  monomerf  commemorates  Winifred  Fitzwilliam,  wife  of 
William  Fitzwilliam^  Esq.  of  Dosthorp,  daughter  of  Sir  Walter 
Mildmay,  knt.  of  Apethorpe.    She  died  August  10,  1597. 

A  magnificent  marble  monument,  with  four  columns,  sup- 
porting an  entablature,  and  having  on  one  side.  Grief  personi- 
fied, and  Piety  on  the  other.  On  a  slab,  are  the  recumbent 
figures  of  a  nobleman  in  his  robes,  and  his  lady.  A  Latin  in- 
inscription  states,  that  it  is  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Right 
Hon.  IVilliam  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  who  died  December  28,  A.  D. 
1719;  and  to  Ann,  his  Countess,  who  died  February  4, 1717. 
This  monument  was  executed  by  "  Jacob  Fisher,  of  Camber- 
well." 

The  font  is  particularly  deserving  of  notice,  as  one  which  is 
referable  to  an  early  period ;  the  basin  is  excavated  in  an  hexa- 
gon entablature,  supported  hy  five  round  columns  and  the  faces 
uf  the  font  arc  ornamented  by  compartments,  each  bearing  a 
rose,  with  a  pendant  leaf. 

LoLHAM  Bridges,  in  the  parish  of  Maxev,  are  considered 
subjects  of  curiosity.  They  are  of  great  antiquity,  and  were  ori- 
ginally designed  to  carry  ihe  Ermine-street,  over  the  fenny 
grounds  adjacent  to  tne  river  Welland.  This  part  of  the  road  is 
supposed  to  have  been  made,  or  repaired,  by  Lollius  Urbicus, 
who  was  propraetor  in  Britain,  in  the  reigns  of  Hadrian,  and 
Antoninus,  A.  D.  144,  whence  the  name  is  probably  derived. 
Camden  observed,  that  in  his  time  were  to  be  seen  eleven 
arches,  though  ruinous  with  age ;  and  Morton  states,  there  were 
fourteen.  Here  are  now  four  bridges,  two  consisting  of  three 
arches  each,  one  of  four,  and  one  of  two,  and  these  are  repaired 
at  the  expence  of  the  county.  On  several  parts  of  these  are 
names  and  dates,  allusive  to  the  different  repairs  they  have 
undergone  ;  but  au  inscription  at  the  end  of  an  abutment  to  one 
of  the  arches,  though  not  vet  decyphered,  is  perhaps  coeval 
with  the  erection  of  the  original  structure.  It  is  ^q^  —but  ac- 
companied by  no  date.  From  these  bridges  the  Roman  road 
extends  to  Cates-bridge,  and  thence  passes  nearly  in  a  right  line 
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ijvcr  t h«*  hcaib  lo  Liucnln.     Iti tins  vk-init y  JUimerous  cmns 
bt'cmhig  iif*,  iifVil  otIl<^r  vtnsiigfH  art-  iadic^ttve  of  the  RoDxanf' 
haviftf^  been  In  pos&eaMon  of  thi?  part  of  the  etnuitry 


The  Htips  Iti  the  allar  In  th«f  rliiirch  of  Helpstox.  are  oma- 
nvnuef!  w  ith  fragment j%  of  IrJiJ^rllntPtl  paTeaients,  brrmght  hoM 
mmii  pbcc  in  the  itrigbht^urhoofl :  ttity  coitsia  of  two  cirtki, 
rarh  bsiYiiig  fiv«  ruys  of  ditU'Tent  colours,  prcjeetftlmg  from 
ibc  rfiilrcs  to  iht?  t'ircumferenee  j  (bus  forming  ihc  reprt's^ms 
tion  of  two  stars.  Tlic  floor  of  the  chiincel  has  been  nrpsird^ 
ilso  inth  tt<(sclbp. 

At  Torpx^'tilt  hi  \.\w  parish  of  A  mi  ton*  was  discovered  a  tif» 
tiilar  hnllriw  placcj  having  the  «ide»  walled  op  ^fiih  atone  ;^ 
whitb  ft'rtm  itft  sliapo,  a^^hes   aittl   iron  slag  strewed  near*  ami 
other  cirLniiti^stunces,  was  prwbubly  an  iron  furnace  in  the  tim»' 
oC  the  Horn  sins. 

PETERBOROUGH  on  PETERBLRGH, 


A  a  already  twucfcJ,  wa*  noi  m»de  a  €ity>  till  the  rrign  of 
Henry  the  Eigbih,  who  hiivui;jf  dissc^Wed  the  inoniifiTmfii. 
detmt-d  it  an  expcdicuL  j.ei  of,  iUiLt-ptjliijy  lo  inLicj^c  the 
number  of  sees.  At  an  early  period  this  place  was  distin- 
guished, in  the  Anglo-saxon  annals,  for  its  monastery,  which 
was  of  extensive  jurisdiction,  and  large  establishment,  and  as 
the  history  of  this  is  of  primary  consequence,  it  will  be  expe- 
dient to  detail  it  at  some  length. 

As  early  as  the  year  65G,  the  foundation  of  a  monastery  wm 
laid  at  Medeshamsted,  by  Peada,  tlie  eldest  son  of  Penda,  king 
of  the  Merciiuis.  To  complete  the  foundation,  the  monks 
deemed  it  necessary  to  invent  a  miracle;  after  wiiich  the  es- 
tablishment was  endowed  with  lands  and  other  revenues,  about 
the  year  664,  by  Wolfere,  the  succeeding  king,  with  the  assist- 
tance  of  Ethelred,  his  brother,  and  his  sisters  Kyneburga,  and 
Kyneswitha.  The  charter  of  this  foundation  was  sealed  and  con- 
firmed in  the  presence  of  Kings,  Nobles,  and  Bishops,  in  the 
7th  year  of  the  king's  reign.     By  this  charter,  the  bounda  of  the 

monastic 


NOITHAMPTOKSUISE.  229 

monastic  estates^  were  extended  for  a  space  of  nearly  twentr 
miles,  east  and  west;  and  the  foundation   or  understriicture  of 
the  buildings  consisted  of  stones  of  such  a  size,  according  to  the 
old  writers,  that  eight  yoke  of  oxen  could  with  dilLcuIty  draw 
one  of  them.  The  stone  was  obtained  from  Barnack,  near  Stann 
ford.  The  monastery  now  compleated,  flourished  during  the  suc- 
cession of  seven  abbots;  when  enriched  by  various  privilegrs 
and   immunities,   it  was   nearly   amiihilated  by  the   fire   and 
sword  of  the  Danes.     The  abbot  Iledda  and  his  monks  wer* 
slain,  and  the  country  people   who  had  fled  for  shelter  to  the 
monastery,  were  also  slaughtered.     The  altars  and  monumenti 
were  demolished,  and  the  church,  wilh  the  adjacent  buildings 
was  set  on  fire,  an<l  continued  in  flames  for  fifteen  successive 
days  I   The  monastery  thus  destroyed,  with  its  abbot  and  monks 
slaughtered,  its  450 vt  rnment  overthrown,  and  its  lands  alienated, 
continued  in  a  state  of  ruin  for  ninety -six  years.     Its  restora- 
tion was  eflected  in  the  year  970,   by  Athelwuld,  Bishop  of 
Winchester,  with  the  assistance  of  King  Edgar  and  his  Uuem. 
The  king  accompanied  by  Dunstan,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
Oswald,   Archbishop  of  York,  and  most   of  the  nobility  and 
clergy  in  England,  attended  to  lay  a  new  foundation,  and  in 
their  presence  confirmed  its  former  privileges  and  possessions, 
with  oblations  of  land,  silver,  and  gold.     At  this  assembly  the 
name  of  th£  place  was  changed  from  Medeshanistcd  to  Butgh, 
and  from  the  wealth,  splendor,  and  privileges  of  the  monastery, 
obtained  the  name  of  Oilden-biurgh,  or  the  Golden  City.     In  re- 
ference to  tlu:  Saint   to  whom  the   dedication   wa«made;  this 
name  was  afterwards  exchanged  for  Peter-burgh.     The  monas- 
tery, even  at  this  early  period,  had  attained  a  high  degree  of 
power.     Kings,  Lords,   Bishops,  and   Abbots,   pulled  olV  their 
shoes  at  it^i  gate,  and  entered  barefooted,  and  its  members  were 
held  in  such  esteem,  that  wherever  they  travelled,  the  respect 
and  veneration  of  the  neighbourhood  folloived  their  steps. 

Thus  re-edified,  the  monastery  afterwards  enjoyed  a  share  of 
prosperity,  but  not  unmixed  with  misfortunes.  Amiilst  the 
ibrmer  may  be  enumerated  the  various  relicts  of  diflercnt  Saints, 
with  which  the  church  was  stored,  and  the  addition  of  more  real 

P  3  eniowmems 


Jl 


/ 


II 


endowments  by  the  grants  of  various  lands  atid  loanor*, 
these,  Elsinus,  the  eleventh  abbot,  gave  a  foiinh  part  <yt^^ 

"  9ctk  Mere,  Leofric,  hU  successor*  re<ieemc(l  cermui  bndi  ifl 
longing  lo  ihf  monaster}',  in  Fishertou,  Fletoii,  and  Byrldgl 

«  ftn(T  Brando*  the  succeeding  abbot>  ivbile  a  monk,  Wstowl 
lands  situated  m  not  less  thim  fourteen  parishes.  But  aunod 
Ihtse  grants  many  heavy  losses  were  sustained.  l1oTQdro»  I 
Yorkshire,  and  other  lands  were  wrested  fi-om  it,  301!  iu  ahbJ 
Brando,  who  espqiised  the  cause  of  Edgar  Atlielitig^  ifct  lawfi 
heir  to  the  crown,  conipounded  with  the  conqneror,  and  obctll 
ed  his  favour  for  a  confirmatkni  of  his  own  dignity  and  the  biJ 
of  his  monaatery,at  the  expence  of  40  marks. 

Under  the  govenuMcnt  of  Thoroldu*,  his  succe&sor,  a  NcvrnUll 

.  the  monastery  snifered  still  more*  He  dispcr:Mfd  thi-  lands  III 
longing  to  tiis  church,  conferr?hg  sixty-two  hide*  upciti  rrrul 
atipendiary  kntghts,  to  defend  him  against  Howard  de  WaW 
and  erected  a  castkj  wlthm  the  precincU  of  the  luonaaeil 
which  long  retained  the  appelliition  iif  Mottni'7%QrQfd*  Doria 
the  subsequent  invasion  of  the  Danes,  Tlrscward  iiruti^d  wfl 
them  at  their  entrance  into  the  Ide  of  Hlyj  and  assailed  th 
buildings  with  fire,  carrying  off  every  thing  of  value,  an 
leaving  the  monastery,  and  one  house  in  the  town  alone  stand 
ing.  Their  wealth  and  reliques  were  transported  to  DenmaH 
on  the  departure  of  the  Danes  from  the  kingdom.  The  good 
of  the  monastery  estimated  at  1500/.  were,  by  the  profusion  c 
this  abbot,  reduced  to  scarcely  500/.  who,  at  last  taken  byHesc 
ward,  ransomed  himself  with  the  payment  of  thirty  marks  ( 
silver. 

The  reign  of  his  successor  was  not  less  unfortunate.  During  th 
only  year  of  his  government,  thieves  from  Almain,  France,  an 
Flanders,  broke  into  the  church,  and  stole  many  treasures  c 
gold,  which  were  never  recovered.  In  this  state  the  monaster 
continued  till  the  year  11 16,  when  a  second,  but  accidental  con 
flagration,  consumed  every  part  but  the  chapter  house,  dormi 
tory,  and  refectory,  which  had  been  newly  erected.  The  flamej 
driven  by  the  wind,  communicated  to  the  town,  and  consume< 
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the  greater  part  of  that  also.  In  the  year  1118,  a  new  church 
wa«  begun  by  John  de  Salisbury,  the  reigning  abbot,  of  which 
his  death  in  1 125,  prevented  the  completion.  This  seems  to 
hare  been  the  origin  of  the  present  cathedral ;  and  of  this  wiih 
its  successive  alterations  and  additions,  an  account  will  be  given 
hereafter. 

The  buildings  of  the  monastery  were  perfected  under  the  ab- 
botship  of  Martin  de  Vecti,  who  in  the  year  1144,  brought  th« 
reliques  and  monks  into  the  new  church,  t^venty-three  years 
after  the  conflagration.  At  the  dedication  of  it  there  were  pre- 
sent Alexander,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  the  Abbots  of  Thorney ,  Crby- 
land,  Ramsey,  and  others  ;  and  to  these  were  exhibited  the  arm 
of  St.  Oswald,  and  various  other  holy  reliques.  King  Stephen  af- 
terwards honoured  this  arm  with  a  visit,  to  which  he  oflered  his 
ring,  forgiving  the  church  at  the  same  time  forty  marks,  and 
confirming  to  it  many  privileges.  During  the  reign  of  this  abbot, 
the  town  of  Peterborough  is  supposed  to  have  been  removed 
from  the  eastern  side  of  the  monastery,  to  the  situation  >vhich 
it  now  occupies. 

Under  the  government  of  William  de  Walcrville,  the  eight 
hundreds,  of  that  part  of  the  county,  which  had  been  granted 
by  former  kings,  were  again  restored  to  the  abbey.  The  build* 
ings  already  began,  were  still  further  perfected,  and  new  ones 
added.  The  cloister  was  built  and  covered  with  lead,  and  the 
choir  and  transepts  qf  the  church,  erected  in  the  style,  in  which 
they  now  appear.  In  the  time  of  Benedict,  the  succeeding  ab- 
bot, still  further  additions  were  made.  The  nave  of  the  church, 
from  the  lantern  to  the  west  front,  with  its  ceiling  of  wood,  were 
newly  built,  and  the  great  tower  gate,  leading  to  the  monastery^ 
with  a  chapel  over  it,  were  also  completed  about  this  time. 

The  last  abbot  advanced  to  the  government  of  the  monastery, 
was  John  Chambers,  a  native  of  Peterborough,  who  was  elevat* 
cd  to  that  dignity  in  the  year  1538.  In  1534  the  abbot,  prior^ 
and  37  monks,  professed  under  their  hands  and  common  seal, 
their  fidelity  and  obedience  to  the  king,  and  acknowledged  hiim 
(he  only  supreme  head  of  the  church. 
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^in  1535  itueen  Kftihsrint^,  tlie  first  wife  of  King  Henry  ibm. 
Eigbthj  was  tnterred  m  the  church  of  this  monastery,  betw««»< 
two  pillani  on  th^  north  aidt*  of  the  choirj  near  the  altar.  H^f ; 
l»«Br!^e  wa*  covered  i^'kJi  a  black  velvet  pall,  crossed  with  a.. 
white  cloth  i*f  silver.  This  was  afterwards  exchangod  for  one 
©f  infcrW  laluut  which>  wkh  the  escutcheons  fixed  to  it,  wcte? 
taken  away  diirjnp;  the  rebellion  in  ll>43,  I 

On  tht'  30lh  of  Nov*  \A'i9,  iw  inventory  waa  taken  of  Iha 
gOfldM  btOon^ing  t^  thr  church  nnd  monEutcry;  and  in  the  fol* 
Itjvdng  y«5»T*  huth  wrsrr  rc*iigiicfl  into  the  king's  hands,  ihc  ahbot 
fetHJning  an  annual  pens;mn  of  i  K)/.  13*,  4rf,     In  1541  tbc  kin^r 
by  Irttern  patent^  converled  the  monastery  iiito   an  eptjK^op&l 
teej  and  tlic  ronvt^ntuivl  chtifch  into  a  euthedral,     The  govern- 
Rieiitof  it  wxH  enirusted  to  a  bishopj  a  doan,  and  six  prebtmb-  , 
fiei,  whuse  jurbdidion  extended  over  the  City  of  Pcterbcirmif  li 
and  ihc  County  of  Northampton.  It  wasfirdnincd  at  the  same 
time,  thiit  the  Arrhdcaron  of  Northfimpton,  who,  tog<!thcr  Willi 
the  county*  h:id  hitherto  been  subject  ui  Lh«  ituthority  of  the  I 
Bishop  of  Lincohij  ishould  in  future  be  .subardinute  to  tKc  juris-  | 
diction  of  the  new  bishop, 

The  monastery  thus  dissolved*  and  it*  est;\bnshmetit  changed,  « 
had  ficen  governed,  from  its  foundatimij  by  a  succession  of  fortv- 
15  ve  abbots,  who  had  summons  to  parliament  as  early  as  the  reign 
of  Jit'ory  the  Third  ;  and  its  re  venues,  during  this  period,  had  in* 
creased  to  the  annual  sum  of  1721/.  Upon  the  erection  of  the 
episcopal  see,  these  revenues  were  divided  into  three  parts,  two 
of  which  were  afterwards  considerably  impaired.  One  the 
king  reserved  fur  hicpself,  another  was  assigned  to  the  see  ibr 
the  maintenance  of  a  bishop,  and  the  third  formed  the  endow- 
luent  of  the  dean  and  chapter. 

Of  the  biabops  who  successively  filled  the  newly  formed  see, 
a  catalogue  has  already  been  given  in  p^  12;  and  to  the  pr«ced- 
jng  account,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  add  a  statement  of  tlie 
principal  occurrences  which  have  happened  in  the  cathedral, 
f/om  th^  foundation  of  the  bishopric  to  the  present  time. 

Jin  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary>  this  church  wa«  again  submit* 
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ted  to  the  authority  of  the  See  of  Rome,  and  in  1556,  Pope 
Paul  the  Fourth,  by  a  bull  under  his  hand,  and  seal  presented 
and  confirmed  David  Pool,  a  papist,  as  bishop  therein.  Thif 
appointment  was  not  of  long  duration.  PMMstantism  was  again 
revived  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  this  bishop^  together 
with  the  remnants  of  popery,  were  then  ejected  for  ever. 

In  1587,  the  funeral  of  Mary^  Slueen  of  Scots,  was  here  so- 
lemnised. The  body  of  the  queen  was  brought  from  Fothering- 
hay  Castle,  where  she  was  beheaded,  on  the  night  of  Sunday 
the  30th  of  July,  and  at  two  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  was 
committed  to  the  vault  prepared  for  it  on  the  south  side  of  the 
choir,  close  to  the  bishop's  throne,  which  was  immediately 
closed  without  the  performance  of  any  religious  service.  A 
rich  hearse  was  erected  near  the  grave,  and  the  choir  and 
church  were  hung  with  black.  The  performance  of  the  fune* 
ral  service  took  place,  however,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  was 
attended  by  thousands  of  spectators,  and  many  of  the  nobility* 
the  heralds,  and  other  officers  of  the  crown.  Those  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Scotland,  who  had  thus  far  beheld  the  fate  of  their 
queen,  here  stopped,  and  bade  an  adieu  to  her  remains  for  the 
last  time.  They  indignantly  refused  either  to  enter  the  church* 
or  to  be  present  at  the  last  ceremonies. 

On  this  occasion  the  service  was  read  by  Fletcher  the  Dean, 
and  a  sermon  preached  by  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  who,  steer- 
ing between  a  fear  of  protestantism  on  one  hand,  and  a  respect 
due  to  deceased  popery  on  the  other,  treated  only  of  the  mise- 
ries annexed  to  the  vale  of  mortality ;  and  in  reference  to  the 
subject  before  him,  cautiously  spoke  as  follows. 

"  Let  us  give  thanks  for  the  happy  dissolution  of  the  high 
and  mighty  princess  Mary,  late  Queen  of  Scotland,  and  Dowager 
of  France,  of  whose  life  and  death  at  this  time,  I  have  not  much 
to  say,  because  I  was  not  acquainted  with  the  one,  neither  was 
I  present  at  the  other :  I  will  not  enter  into  judgment  further* 
but  because  it  hath  been  signified  unto  me,  that  she  trusted  to 
be  saved  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  we  must  hope  well  of  her  sal- 
vation :  For  as  Father  Luther  was  wont  to  say,  many  one  that 

livjeth  a  papist,  dieth  a  protestant." 
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The  bmly  of  ihe  queen  tli«l  n-)t  rest  long  in  its  grave.  For 
twenty-five  years  after  the  iriternant,  King  Janics^  as  a  daty 
ap|:ertainin^to  the  remains  of  liis  mother,  wrote  to  the  Churcb 
of  l*eterht»ron;jh,  and  ordered  the  translation  of  her  body  to 
Westminster,  A\liiih  was  accordini^ly  done  on  the  1 1th  of  Octo- 
her,  1G1-2.  The  ('{jitaph  suspended  on  the  wall  over  the  Tialt 
was  ai'terwards  uikvw  down  an;l  east  out  of  the  churrh.  The 
last  act  of  vifjiince  whieh  tlie  eathedral  of  Peterborough  sus- 
tained, wa^  durinir  tlu- rel)eliion  of  IG-tii;  a  narnitivc  of  the 
traMsaciioii-i  \v!«Irh  occurred  at  tliiii  time,  is  given  by  Gmitooin 
his  history  nlf  Lis  « Imrch.  In  that  year  the  pariianiemary  forces 
entered  the  e--y,  i-rolre  tpe.i  the  ehurch  doors,  pulled  down 
thest»rlls,  ir;i:iij:h*.l  wron  ih<*  <h:M!»,  aiiil  tore  in  pieces  whatever 
botik»tli<>y  <-"Mid  iisiii  [)e!>-n4ingi(i  the  church.  The  monumeiits 
and  paiuied  winclnws,  wiih  every  ornamental  dccoralionj  all 
shan*)  ill  lit  idnnion  d«  struct  ion.  In  this  state  of  ruin  and 
desolaiimi,  tlu-  church  cmuiiuied  for  the  space  of  eight  years* 
wh(  n  the  dMuapes  \\  hich  it  had  sustained  were  in  some  measnrt 
re[)aired,  i:s  ornaments  repiaceti,  and  so  much  of  the  building 
restDi'id.as  was  necessary  f<»rthe  performance  of  divine  service. 
in  hJ '0,  Dr.  Cosin,  the  exiled  dean  returned,  and  assumed  his 
ridi'  «•{*  u'>\««nimeni ;  uhtn  the  service  of  the  church  was  again 
<t)ni;ii>i'-.!,  ;ifid  :i  i.iisidi  raMt  p..rt  of  its  alienated  lantU  rt- 
co\;  "i  •  d. 

Ani<  itvfint ,  J'iuit,  u:;d  Vi.inds  of  Evtvtion.  The  style  of 
arcliiticuiii-  p^(^aihll^  iti  th.is  huildioj;:  is  that  ilenoniinated 
-N(»rn...n,  liiwhii  ii  thi  circular  arch  and  iar^^e  column,  form  the 
leading  ch;ir;atcr;>U(s.  Tisi-.  in  the  }>resent  instance,  as  well 
as  ill  (•ilur'i,  h:is  <  n(i":o'U»^lv  nbtauuil  the  denouiinaiion  of 
S;i.\«»ij,  i.liiuMmh  in:  [••.[•  of  «h*'  prtstnt  cathedral  appears  to 
havf  Ixcn  irectid  a..ti((  .U  n!  io  ihi-  viar  11  IS,  when  the  nii>- 
nafficry  wa<  <h>n«)yi(l  iiv  I'm*.  The  i'!:iii  ctirrcsponds  with 
th;  I  of  iimst  ( thrr  c;.;  i.i ..:  ..1^ :  ;«i'»i  c<..»»-i-}s  (  f  a  i.avc  uilh  iitle 
aih's,  a  ir:'.'i->r!  :.  a  »  I.. it  {v;":;:::i.  \a^  .-:.  I'l.-  ei-t  end  MUiii  irci:- 
larl^ ,  and  .'•:.•  n  i!:i;.«  -.  v,  ti.i  ti  (  'iitiu'ia;!. '.i  ••{"  li,"  sa'.c  aii*:^  «»i 
*♦  ti.» 
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tlic  nave;  the  whole  terminated  at  the  east,  by  what  is  called 
the  new  buiUiing,  In  the  centre  i^  a  tower,  rhhig  from  tbc 
four  arches^  by  which  the  several  parts  of  the  structure  are  con- 
nected together*  The  west  front  is  formed  by  a  portico.  Of 
porch,  of  three  lofty  arches,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  small 
Chapel.  The  dimensions  of  the  building,  with  its  aeveral  parts, 
are  thuo  stated.  Length  of  the  whole  cathedral  exterjially,  in* 
eluding  the  buttresses,  471  feet;  of  the  nave  from  the  west  door, 
to  the  entrance  into  the  choir  267  ;  of  the  choir  117  ;  and  from 
the  altar  of  the  choir,  to  the  east  window  S8:  making  in  the 
whole  4^  feet.  The  length  of  the  transept,  IVoni  north  to  south 
is  180  feet.  The  height  of  the  nave,  from  the  flour  to  the  ceil- 
ing, is  81  feet;  of  the  central  tower  Irom  the  floor  to  the  suramtt, 
135;  whilst  it*  M'hole  heij^ht,  externally,  is  150  feet.  The  breadth 
of  the  nave,  from  the  nqrth  wall  to  the  south,  is  78  feet;  and 
the  breadth  of  the  west  front  156  feet. 

The  several  periods  of  erection  of  these  parts  of  the  building, 
may  be  assigned  as  follow*  The  choir  wiih  its  ailcs,  jjoni  the 
circular  extremity  at  the  east,  to  the  connnencetnent  of  the 
fnuisept  on  the  west,  was  begun  \n  the  year  1118,  and  com- 
pleted in  1143.  Between  the  years  1155  and  1177,  the  tran- 
sept  was  erected;  and  between  1177,  and  1193,  the  navCt  with 
Its  ailes,  were  completed  to  the  termination  of  the  pillais,  which 
divide  the  nave  and  side  ailes  on  the  wesL  A  farther  addition 
was  made  about  158ft,  when  the  space  between  the  extreme 
j^lUar,  and  the  west  door  of  entrance  ^vas  finished,  forming  a 
projection  on  each  side  of  the  western  extremity,  and  terminat- 
ed %y  two  towers, 

T\\c  Lady  Chapel  abutting  on  the  east  side  of  the  north  tran» 
sept,  was  built  by  William  Parys^the  Prior  In  the  founeeiith 
century.  This  building  was  in  a  ruinated  stale  at  the  time  of 
the  rebellion^  and  was  soon  aflerwards  taken  down^  and  sold  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  plac<.*,  to  defray  the  repairs  of  the  dama- 
ges which  the  cathedral  then  sustained.  At  what  period  the 
west  portico,  with  its  three  arthc!<,  wascrectedj  is  not  precisely 
knowiP  The  chapel  in  the  centre  arch,  assigned  by  Mr.  Guu- 

totj 


ton  ^  ti^  tune  age  M  the.irelrt«9i.fr^ 
tan  of  amntfa  later  d^« . 

IV  "^  ^>^'<'*V»  afcthe.  eaatemcxtnmiljtf  thechoir*  vai 
•recttd  by  Richard  AibtoD  in  the  middle  ef  the  fiftecnlh  cc»- 
tory,  and  probably  completed  by  Abbot  Kirfeon  about  IMflL 
Tlut  buildmg  formed. the  laitJMkUtioi^.made  to,  the  chnrch,  be* 
lore  the  diieolation  pf  the  monaatery  by  Henry  the  Eighths 
i^paking  a  period  of  40O.ye^i^  from  the  fgmidation  of  the  pre- 
aeat  church  in  1118»  to  the  fiyd  completjog  of  thia  additioB  in 
the  year  1518.r  This  chapel  ia aoppoted  to  have  been  designed 
by  SiK  Beginald  Bray>  who^  in  the  time  of  Abbot  Kirten,  mt 
here;  and- allovred  by  the  monastery  »a  doe  {Hroportion  of 
dieW  £Mr  a  nmnber  of  dishes.'* 

liie  Gfoieywest  of  the' cathedral,  is  nearly  snrroanded  by  an- 
cient monastic  buildings.  On  the  sodth  side  i(  a  range  of  ar^ 
chitectnre,  presenting  sereral  fine  and  interestiiig  parts;  in  the 
€tontre  of  wluch  is  a  large  'tovrer^gatewayj  commnnicating  to 
the  bishop's  palace.  At  the  west  end  is  the  entrance  gateway 
from  the  town,  already  noticed;  and  to  the  mnth  is  the  deanry, 
the  entrance  to  which  is  through  a  very  rich  and  highly  orna- 
mented gateway.  This,  is  said  to  hare  beei^  built  by  Abbot 
Kirton,  about  the  year  1515.  South  of  the  cathedral,  was  a 
large  doister,  lilS  by  131  feet«  which  has  been  almost  wholly 
demolished. 

St.  John's  Church,  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  contains  a 
large  altar-ptece,  painted  by  R.  K.  Porter:  also  a  beautiful  mo* 
numental  tablet,  with  figures,  by  Flaxman,  R.  A. 

Symon  Gunton,  author  of  the  history  of  Pete^burgh  Chnrch, 
was  a  native  of  this  place>  wherein  he  resided  the  greater  part 
of  his  life,  and  died  here  in  1676. 

At  NoRBO ROUGH,  about  seven  miles  north  of  Peterborough* 
are  the  remains  of  a  large,  and  rather  curious  old  manor  hoase» 
now  belonging  to  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  but  formerly  possessed  by 
the  Clcypolcs.  In  this  mansion  died  the  wife  of  Olive^g^rom- 
well,  whose  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  John  Cleypole  of  this 
6  place. 
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place.  Attached  to  the  church,  is  a  chantry,  called  CleypoU^s 
Chapei,  ill  which  are  some  mutilated  monuments  to  different 
persons  of  that  family.  In  the  parish  register  is  this  entry  : 
•»  Eliz.  relict  of  Oliyer  Cromwell,  was  buried  Nov.  19,  1665." 

At  Maxey,  ncai;  Lolham  Bridges,  was  a  castie,  or  manor^ 
kouse,  surrounded  by  a  moat.  Camden  says  that  it  belonged  to 
the  Barons  of  Wake :  but  this  is  questioned  in  Bridges's  History. 
The  church  has  some  ancient  parts;  and  contains  a  few  old,  but 
mutilated  inscriptions.  About  two  miles  west  of  this  is  Bain- 
ton,  where  Robert  Henson,  Esq.  has  a  seat. 

At  Ufford  is  a  large  handsome  modern  house,  belonging  to 
Brown,  Esq. 

Baknack,  a  village,  is  noted  for  its  stone  quarries,  from  which 
many  fine  churches  have  been  erected.  The  church,  at  this 
place,  contains  several  objects,  in  its  tower,  windows,  porch, 
chapels,  font,  and  tombs,  to  attract  the  attention,  and  afibrd  in- 
terest to  the  antiquary. 

Burleigh  or  Burchley,  the  seat  of  the  Cecil  family,  now  the 
property  of  the  Marquis  of  Exeter,  a  minor,  may  be  ranked 
among  the  most  splendid  old  houses,  with  spacious  parks,  in  the 
kingdom ;  and  therefore  a  comprehensive  history  and  description, 
with  discriminating  criticisms  on  its  vast  collection  of  pictures,  is 
a  literary  desideratum.  In  the  ])rescnt  work,  wc  can  only  give  a 
very  concise  account.  Tlie  house,  and  principal  part  of  the  de- 
mesne, are  within  the  parish  .of  Stamford  St.  Martin,  in  the 
church  of  which,  are  some  costly  monuments  to  dillerent  emi-r 
nent  persons  of  the  Cecil  family.  [See  Vol.  Vll.  p.  405,  of 
this  work  ]  The  park  was  formed,  and  house  mostly  biiilt,  by 
Lord  Treasurer  Burleigh/  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth:  and 

the 

•  In  oue  of  hi«  lordship's  letters,  dated  1585,  he  says,  "  my  house  of  Bur- 
leigh is  of  ny  mother's  inheritance,  wIm  liveth,  ftiid  is  the  owner  thereof,  ■nd 
I  but  a  farnter ;  uud  for  tlie  building  there  L  have  wt  my  wall*  (41  lh«  iild 
foundations  Indeed  I  have  made  the  rough  itoue  walb  to  be  square,  and 
yet  one  side  rtmaintth  as  myfaihtr  teft  U  me  " 


238  NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

the  folloM-JDg  inscription,  over  one  of  the  entrances  withiiift 
central  court,  records  the  era  of  this  work.      "  w.  dov.  b^ 
cvRGHLEY,  1377*"     Beneath  the  turret  is  the  date  of  MSB 
when  some  great  additions  were  made  to  the  mansion;  andlkll 
present  grand  entrance,  towards  the  north,   appears  to  hMfl 
been  added  in  1587.    Since  these  dates,  several  material  alMpif 
ations  and  additions,  have  been  made  by  subserjuent  posaenon: 
and  the  whole,  as  a  building,  with  its  vast  and  varied  collectioii 
of  works  of  art,  the  extensive  and  finely  wooded  park,  and  with 
a  large  lake,  may  be  said  to  vie  with  the  most  splendid  seats  io 
the  kingdom.     The  honse  surrounds  a  square  court,   to  the  east 
of  which  is  the  |j;reiit  hull,  kitchen,  various  domestic  oflfices,  with 
xpacious  stuhles,  co:ich-honscs,  &c.     The  south  front  commands 
a  fine  ^iloping  lawn,  with  a  broad  expance  of  water,  formed  by 
Brown,  also  some  interesting  parts  of  park  scenery  :  the  west- 
ern side  has  nearly  the  same  views,  with  the  advantage  of  dis- 
tant objects  in  Rutlandshire,  Lincolnshire,   and  the  spires  of 
Stamford.    From  the  north  front  the  ground  gradually  slopes 
to  the  river  Wellaud :  and  from  it  an  extensive  tract  of  county 
is  commended.    As  we  cannot,  on  the  present  occasion,  give  a 
complete  list  of  the  pictures,  and  valuable  curiosities,  contained 
in  this  mansion,  the  ron*ltr  is  referred  to  a  small  volume,  the  ti- 
j  tic  of  which  is  specilitd  in  the  list  of  'nonks  A  the  cinl  :  !)iit  .i 

work  of  a  suj»orior  kind  has  been  announccl  for  publicnii-n.  by 
Mr.  Dnikard,  a  bi»okscllcr,  of  Stamford.  \lv  has  also  published 
views  of  the  house,  and  entrance  lodges. 

1  About  two   uiilts  to  the  west  of  Biirloi^h,   aiv   the  ruin?  ol 

WuTHoiip  or  WoKTHORP  lIotsF.  Accopliiitr  to  C'jinidrii.  .i  min- 
sioii  ol\'(«n>ifliT:il)lc  >'uv.  was  erected  here  '.)y  TiiojiuisOril.  thi* 

■  fir>t  r«irl  oniiiih'i^li,  uhc» jiu ulany  ?uid,  "  he  Ii';iii  it  oi;ly  i.>  rt- 

tirc  to  out  of  the  uu.'t,  Aviiiic  his  i^roiu  hou.sj.  at  BurUii^h  \\\i 
^we«  |)ing."  After  the  restoration,  the  Duke  of  Buckinj4:ha:!i 
resided  here  f(^r  some  years. 

In  the  village  of  TiinuNiivvuii  are  some  rcm.iins  of  nn  ol  il 
manor-house,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  family   oi"  St, 
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Tedardf  or  Semavk  :  afterwards  to  the  Russclls.  In  the  churcli 
an  o\d  tomb,  with  an  effigy  in  armour,  and  others  in  common 

Iresses.  It  records  the  name^  &c.  of  the  Right  Honorable  Wil- 
im  Rus.sel,  Knt.  Baron  of  Thornhaugh;   also  those  of  Lord 

^rancis,  Lord  John,  and  Lord  Edward  Russell. 
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IiVhEN  Mr.Gough  published  the  second  Edition  of"  British  Topo- 
graphy, X780*'  he»atd,  "  All  thathaA  betn  written  about  this  county,  is 
a  very  .so^rficial  piece^  entitled,  *  Memoirs  of  Monmouthshire ^  a  small 
voMme  in  ti/no,  170S,  by  N.  Hogers."  Since  Mr.  Gough  published, 
the  Topography  and  Antiquities  of  Monmouthshire  have  been  amply' 
illustrated;  as  will  appear  from  the  fbllowing  list  of  Books,  5cc.  which 
are  either -wholly  a}ipro|»fiateJ  to  it,  or  contain  Topographical  accounts 
of  some  places  w.thin  this  dijstiicr. 

••  the  History  of  Mommouthshirt  \  by  David  Williams,  illustrated 
and  ornamented  hy  Views  oK  its  principal  Landscapes,  Ruins,  and  Re^ 
sidenres,  by  John  Gaidnor,  Vicar  of  Battersca  :  Engraved  by  Mr* 
Gardnorand  Mr.  Hill.'*  4to.  1796— Map  by  Gary,  1787.  36  Prints, 
Aqua:  360  pages,  and  199  in  Appendix. 

The  latter  contain^  several  Essays  and  Letters  by  different  Gentlemen, 
relating  to  various  subjects  connecttd  with  the  county. 

"  An  Historical  Tour  in  Monmouthshire;  illustrated  with  Views,  by 
Sir  R.  C.  Hoare,  liart,  A  new  Map  of  the  County,  and  other  En- 
gravings. By  William  Coxe,  A.  M.— F.  R.  S.— F.  A.  S.  1801,"  4.10. 
pp.  4.7a. 

**  A  Tour  throughout  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire*  Compre- 
h.nding  a  General  Survey  of  the  Picrurest|ue  Scenciy,  Remains  of  An- 
tiquity, Historical  Events,  Pcruliar  Manners,  and  Commercial  Situa- 
tionsof  that  interesting  portion  of  the  British  Empire.  By.  J.  T,  Barber, 
F.  S.  A.  1803.*'  pp.  372. 

**  Descriptive  Excursions  through  South  Wales  and  Monmouth- 
shire, in  the  year  1804,  and  the  tour  preceding  summers.  By  E.  Do- 
jiovan,  F  L.  S.  Author  of  the  British  7oo/o^,  in  Twenty  Volumes,  &c. 
-— Embelliiihed  with  thirty-one  Plates  of  Vic*vs,  Antiquities,  &C.1805." 
Two  Volumes  8vo.  pp.  4.31.405. 

"  A  Picture  of  Monmouthshire ^  or  an  Abridgment  of  Mr.  Coxc's 
Historical  Tour  in  Monmouthshire.  By  a  Lady."  larao.  i8oa. 
pp.  179. 

In  1775  was  published,  «<  A  Gentleman's  Tour  through  Monmouthshire 
find  Wales,  in  the  months  of  June  and  July  1774-.""  larao.  with  a  print 

N  of 


LIST   OF    BOOK*,  fi't* 

of  »bas4  relief  at  Cacrleon,  etcheJ  by  J  T-  >77+-  The  *4. Edil 
Ihe  AutUor*s  fisTne,  HcJiry  Prnru,!dack  Wyncibam  E^iq*  Mi 
Wiltsbirt,  and  Author  tff  a  *'  f flwr  in  Mmmmthhir^  »nd  Wd 
• 

The  ^oMAfi  4ntiiimi'tii%i  CAttkott  and  Caef^wewi,  an  J  other  piii 
this  cDuiity,  art  ilJufstratcd  by  John  Sirangc,  Emj.  it*  ArchaevlogU, 
V.  p.  3^,  «'ifh  a  prim  of  the  monufnent  ot  tJrian  de  St-  PtTt,  tcmp.l 

III, rntlic  Genilemaji^  Mag-lint- ,  Feb.  i^fij-  p-  7»*  is  »*»«« 

and  print  u(  lbi«  monumtnt  hy  Mr,  Row. 

In  r«+^,  wai  puhltshcd  **  thf  gaUmni  Sifgr  ef  the  Parliameni  I 
^f/flrf  Raglarfd  Cair^,  wirhlhe  ticspetaie  wploitv  of  ihe  besltged," 
4to.  And  in  1708,  "  Lameniabh  ncnatj  out  &f  Mmmctilhshirt  im  M 
Contayning  tJie  wonderful!  and  mcu  fearfull  accidtrnisof  the  grt^t  1 
flawing  of  vn,ici%  in  the  ■aide  coutitye,  fitc."  410, 

PKINTS  and  MAPS. 
Mc»ri,  Bucki*  tngravtd  Vjcw»  of  "  /^ira/tfJiiPrioryt  K  'WT"*!! 
tht  following  cavtlcfc,  vii,  RagknJ^Wt — Cbfpno'W*  N.  E. — iyhiUf } 
Groimnd,W,-Skm/riib,  N.—  CaiJ^cohS,  W.—  t/ji,  \^.^ — ^>«^ 
AJso  of  Tiftttrn  Abbey,  N*  L.— —  A  W.  view^nd  ichnograpby  1 
IktrcFj  by  J.  Harrti  1$  in  Stevens*  Mopi'»ticoUf  VaL  II.  p.  57, 

Grose  and  Sparrtiw  tngtavcd  vicwi  of  the  Castles  of  Chef 
Newporlt  and  Abergif timy.— — View's  of  ChtpstviJts  Cattle  b«e 
fngrated  by  Grimm,  S^ndbyj  and  Cht-iham, 

The  most  eorrtct  Map  uf  tbe  Counry  is  that  publi&bed  ill^ 
Historical  Tour.  A  ^jntll  Map,  dinpUying  the  Roman  Kaads«  lU 
Catties,  &c.  Isfivcnijithe  "  Briiub  Atlas*" 
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To  the  Topographical  account  of  Monmouthshire, 
FORMING  PART  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  VOLUME  OF  TUE 

BEAUTIES  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALE& 

The  Market  Towns  are  distinguished  by  tinaU  Capitals;  the  FU* 
lages  by  Italics. 


A.BBI£S,Grace-Dieu,'63;  Lan- 
thon3r,  80-85)  Laiitarnam,  iroi 
Caerlcon,  136;  Tintern,  158 
-163. 

ABERGAVENNY  Hundred, 
75-x  10;  extent  of,  75;  pari^hes 
in,  76;  mountainsin,  77. 

ABBRGAVENKYt  situation  of, 
Roman  station,  91;  ancient  his- 
tory, 9^  93;  ca>tle,  93,  94., 
priory,  ^  935  church,  95;  mo- 
numents, 96,  97  ;  grammar- 
school,  98)  trade,  building>,99. 

Abt  rj'jiTvi/bt  church,  1  •  1  ;Hnecdotes 
of  Eilmund  Jones,a  native,  loz, 
103. 

Agricultural  cultivation,  15. 

ANECDOTES  of,  Walter  Wil. 
Jiam  Jones,  50 ;  GeoflFrv  of 
Monmouth,  51-54  ;  Kin<f 
Heniy  V.  55*59;  Sit  Thomas 
Somerset,  6ii  John  of  K<rnr, 
73,  74.;  Edmund  Jones,  loi, 
103;  John  Hanhury,  E«q.  107, 
108;  Morgan  family,  114;  Sir 
Trevor  Williams,  140  j  Heniy 
Marquin  of  WorrcHter,  150-^543 
Henry  M^nen,  177,  178. 
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fOsole^t  Ptiory,encampmenMi3. 
avOD,  Iron  nroiksnear,  xqi. 


Blest ium»  Roman  rtationi  3,  40 

77. 
Blorenge  mountain,   100. 
Burrium,  Roman  itation,  3>  9' 

141. 
BjilivtUij,  churchy    iron  works, 

111. 


Caerlbok,  the  lica  Sflunim  of 
the  Romans,  1x4;  ancient  his- 
tory, X25,  ia6;  successive  pos* 
sensors,  ancient  seat  of  literaturo 
127  ;and  wt  of  an  arcbbiiohop^ 
1x8}  fortifications,  Roman 
walls,  1x9;  amphitheatre,  130, 
131}  Roman  antiquities,  tea- 
seiated  pavements,  13a;  to- 
scriptions,  133  ;  sculpture,  cas- 
tle,^ 134;  abbey,  church, 
curiovs  wooden  bridge,  136  ; 
tin  vrork^,  Roman  cinders, 
137  i  encampment^,  138,  139; 
anecdotes  of  Sir  Trevor  Wil- 
liams. 140. 

Caemvent,  the  Venta  Si  hi  rum  of 
the  Romans,  169  ;  waUr.,  170  ; 
Roman  antiquities.  Mosaic 
pavemcut,  171  {   present  sute, 

17a  ; 
Caldecot  castle,  ruins   of,   173, 

CALDICOT    Hondrvd,   s<;    • 

■jl4. 


%%4i   sitiiaiicm    ofi    i^i?  pa- 

Thht%  in,  164* 

C^1dcc«t  Level,  168, 

Canals*  *9"33^- 

Csip/%f  once  in  important  manuftc- 
rurr,  47,   48. 

CASTLES,  ob^rvatlons  on,  115 
number  of  lit  th)$  eoyttt^t  1  %  i 

*  Monmouth  Carrie,  41-44  • 
Whjfe  caukt  «j'66,  Sctn* 
freth,  68,  69;  Grosmont,  71, 
7a;  Abereavenny,  5^1,  ^; 
Castell  Glas,  irj;  Ca^tcll 
Trcgreg,  139  ;  Ltk,  14*  ; 
Righn,  150-156  ;  Pctihow, 
164;  Pcncocdt  Lanrair,  165* 
Skigil,  166  ;  Caldecoi.  i7|| 
174  i  Cbeptlow,   J76-I7S. 

Cait^ll  GUs,  or  Green  Ciitle* 
anrieni  fonre^;i|  115. 

Castcll  Tregreg,  andcnl  foftres^i 

CuErsTOWt  *it nation  oh  i75r 
!  So  i  cncaiTiprntnts,  ijS;  cas- 
tle, 176-173  J  aecfiuiit  »f 
Hrnry  ^Marten,  ffgicidc,  177. 
ij^iptlory,  i^j  itchitfctursil 
remains,  monument,  179  i  high 
tide  of  the  Wycj  bridge,  1*0; 

'  ffn ports  and  eiipojii,  rf  h'^imjs 
hou^c?,  rfmarkable    wtU,   1*1, 

CHURCHES  H«f^nib«d  ;  in  Mon^ 
moutli,  St*  Miiry*  and  St  Tlio- 
ffiaSj  49;  Lamdeilo  Ciestfiity, 
671  Lairtbony  abbey,  83,  84  j 
AbergaTenny,  9  s  j    Aheryht- 

"  ^ilb,  101  ;BydwFllty,  ita:  Pe- 
teritonri  114;  Ma!pa«,  ii^^ 
Newport,  131 1  Caetkofl,  1  j6  j 
Vsk,  J44- 


"Ebwy,  Tiver,  eoiirse  of,  ao,  111. 

ENCAMPMEMTSjoWrvntlon*  ow, 
It,   IS  t  Cumpftton   Hill*    76; 

'^  onthi  Gaer,  85:  at  Lmitltil 
104  ;  sit  Ba*sak'g,  ii|  ;  at 
Caetlfon,  138,  13 f|  5  iit  UfIc, 
14S,  149;*!  PortsCL^lit,  174; 
at  Chepstow,  176. 

Svrtflit  Talc  «f,  rc'inHTicn  bea^tici 


GaerhilU  cnrsmpmcnt,  85. 
Ge^frv   of    Monmouth, 
of,  51-54- 

Gobanf^ium    Kairian  Uit).on»  > 
Odd  CJitf  priory,  j£i  -  difij  i(| 

ftrnfd  by  a    mayor,  jOsdnS 
71  -   castle^  bkt&f  J  auid  moA 

II 

Han  bury,  John,  memoirs  0*  iK 

Henry  tbe  fifth.    King,  eblflCl 


I»iCRlPTiGKS.  atCaerleon,i| 
,atTreJech,  1^8;  ml  Si- Pkn 

Iron  works,  imporrance  of,  j 

m.^,  14- 


Jap2R,^  or    "FoTitfpoolf    »raWf  i 

ventiDi  of,  1^5, 
Jencs,  Walter  Waiiam,   mmm 

oF,  50. 
JotHs^  Edmund,  divme,  leGOK 

uf,  101,  10^ 

K 

Kent,  John  of,  anecdotes of|   7 
Kymittj  hill  and  piiilkrn,  5$,  ^ 


i^to/apo,  158. 

CasHr^Hiktory  of^  63  j  rtnuii 
64 


IKDM. 


6^;  4rchitectuft,<S:possesMrsy 
€6 ;  church,  67. 

Langibby  House,  teat,  140. 

hoHtdeUi  encampment,  104. 

Luntarntm  Abbey  and  House, 
no. 

EtfSnrhony  Abbey,  history  of,  So 
-83;  conrent\ial  church,  %i,%^ 

Lati'vihangle  Crucorney,  old  man- 
sion, 85. 

Lainvair  Castle,  165. 

Uanwenarth  Hills,  89. 

Llanwem  House,  seat,  167. 

M 

Malpa^  church,  singular  architec- 
ture, 116. 

Marten,  Henry,  account  of,  177, 
178. 

Monasteries  Sec.  names,  orders, 
foundation,  grantees,  and  situ- 
ation of,  i6, 

Monmouth,    situation  of,   40 ; 
^aktle,   history    of,  41-43  ;  re- 
rnains  of,  44  ;    priory,   hospi- 
tals, privileges,  45  ;  representa- 
tion,   trade,   46  ;  manufacture 
of  caps,  47  ;  walh,    building'^, 
48  ;  churches,  St.  Mary's  and 
St.   Thomas,  49  ;    free -school, 
memoirs  of  the  founder,  county 
gaol,  houses,  51  ;   eminent  na- 
tives, Gcoffry  of    Monmouth  ; 
5>-S4;     K.ing     Henry   V,   55 
"59  5    pictureuque  scenery,    59; 
description  of  the  Kymen,   59, 
60,   and  of    Troy   House  and 
Gardens,  61,  6a. 
Monmouthshire,   general  de- 
scription, history,  topography, 
and   local  beauties  of,    1-184; 
.    ancient   inhabitantSf  i ;  subju* 
gation  by  the  Romans  2,3;  Ro- 
man stations,  3  ;  Roman  Roads 
4-7  ;       Roman    antiquities,    7  ; 
hi!>torical   events,    7,    10;    en- 
campment II;  castles    iz;  Ec- 
clesiastical history  and  antiqui. 
tics,  13,  14;  churches,  observa- 
tions on   the   ftructurc  of  14, 
15;  monastic  foundations,  16  j 
geographical  description,  drvi- 


wins,  extent  tnd  populatidn  tf(, 

17;  repiesentation,  titles  of  ho- 
nor, 1 8 ;  rivers,  iS-to  ;  surfate^. 
air,  fogs,  to  ;  product ioos  at ; 
soil,  agricnlture,  %%i  oxen^ 
sheep,  Z3  ;  horses,  mules,  24; 
cultivation,  25;  Roads  26;  Rail 
roads  described  27-29,  canals, 
29;  Monmonthshirecanal/coune* 
extent  and  importance  of,  19 
-31 ;  dykes  and  walls,  3i>  32  ; 
trade  and  manufactures,  )a-S5. 
Pontypool  ware,32;  Icon«rorkt, 
importance  and  progress  of,  33; 
list  of  Iron  manufactories,  %%; 
comnrercv,  customs,  34;  lan- 
guage, 35;  maintenance  of  the 
poor,  37,  38;  popufatioA  «f 
Hundreds  and  tosm,  39. 

Monnow,  river,  courtsc  of,  ^o. 

Monuments  and  Tombs  :  of 
Sir  Richard  Herbert  and  family 
96  ;  John  de  Hastings,  Sir  An- 
drew Powel  and  Lady,  Dr.  Da« 
vid  Lewis,  97 ;  Henry  Barl  of 
Worcester,  179. 

Mosaic  Pavement  at  Caerwent  de- 
scribed. 171. 

Mountains,  chain  of,  77  ;  Skyrrid 
Vawr,  85 ;  Skyrrid  Vach  »$ ; 
Llanwenarth,  99;  Fenry-vake, 
90;  Blorenge,  100. 

Mules,  utility  of,  24. 

Mynydd-Maen,  ii}ountain,detciip- 
tion  of,  109. 


N 


Nanty-glo-,  Iron  works  at,  lof. 

Newcastle,  tumulus,  legendary 
talcs  67,  68. 

NEWP0RT,ancient  history, treache- 
ry of  Henry  11,1x7;  castle,wa]lsa 
gates,  J 19;  charter,  corpora- 
tion,repre9entation,i2o;  church, 
barrow,  121;  bridge,  commerce, 
shipping,  122  ;  imports  and  ex- 
ports, 123. 


Oak-room,     a    large    apartment 

ffoored  and  wainscotted,    with 

pltnJks 


tKDESr. 


114. 
Qfd-tustle^    f-^l  dimeter  of  Sir 

John  OJdctt*t)t,  7*. 
Oji«n,  pecuiuritiet  oft  ij. 


P»^g?f  jjtWi   icmis  the  Sewro, 

175- 
Pcnrocd  ea*tlc,  1^5* 

PrnliQfr  OLsllr,    i£4. 

Ptn  y- vale,  01  tht  lugar  loaf,  lofty 

hill*  dcscrihcd,  90, 
Fet«  Hit  one  church,  ii4> 
FicTURES    at    Pomypooi  p&rk, 

to?. 
FUrrff    Sf,    mansion,   Mpulcbral 

stotit-A,  in^cripfiani  175. 
Picr«fifld,  Stat,  txttmivt   pres- 

pccts,  183,  fSi;  mansion,  *ur- 

Po>irYPOOL,  Miualioup  104  ;  risr 
ircrni  1  vllljigt,  105  ;  inversion 
of  Japan  or  Pontypool  warci 
lo.ir;    non   >vork»,    buiiding^^ 

PonfyjH>ol   patk,    106;    scemr^^ 

maaMon,  pictorrs,io7 ;  memoiri 
of  John  Hanbuf)' E«q,  107,101!. 

Poor,  ret u mi  re- peeling,  37,  |8. 

PopulatioTi  of  the  Hmulrtds  39. 

Portraits  of  Mr^.  Swinnfiton, 
63;  Sir  John  Mayiiard»  114.* 

Partsre^witt  encampment,  174, 

Priories:  at  Monmouth,  45; 
nenr  Langwa,  ?£  ;  ac  Aberga- 
venny, 94;  ai  IJ^k,  143 ;  Gold- 
fliBV  K^S  ;  ChepnDw,i78,  179. 


RAGLAN  Hiindrfcf,  149-163; 
ftitiiallori  of,  parif^heii  liVi  149. 

Biiglan  ca&tle  150-15^1  inemvirs 
of  Henry  Mar,|iiyiof  Worces- 
ter  150-154. 

Rail -roads  particular  description 
of   47-15. 

Rivera:  Severn,  Wye,  iB  ,  Upfc, 
19  ;  Rumney,  Monnow,  Ebwy, 

ftO. 

Rutune]fi  rivet,  comx  of,  ao. 


RauAM  Stations,  Roar*,  iw 
Antiquities  m  Moimioiiil 
shire,  l*io;  at  M  on  moot  h>  40 
in  Abergavenny  hundred,  S5 
at  Abergavenny,  91  :  at  Catf- 
leon^  U4,  1*9,  1 11-114,  "!* 
119  ;  at  U*k,  i4i»  144;  * 
Caerwenl,  i^^-iy*. 


Severn  1  riper,  coune  of,  tS ;  fcrij 

over,  175. 
SCENFRETH  Hundred,   19-75; 

extent  of,  39  ;  pnri&hes  in,  40; 

Scenfrcfh  ca^tttr,   tlimen^itm^,  *t- 

chttecture  aod  history  of,  68,6^, 
Sheepf  peculiariti»  of,  ij, 
Siliirc%  aocjtnt  iohabitanti  offbic 

country,  i,  s. 
SkigUcanle,  166,  167. 
Skyrrid  Vawr,  Gaptng  monntaii»| 

dcsciiptton  of,  and  ob*ei  vatiooi 

on,    %5'S9. 
SkyrrW  V^ith,   or  Little  Skynid^ 

description  of,   S9. 
SomefwtpSir  Thom.is,  anecdote  of, 

61. 


Tintern  abbey,  ru.'nt  of,  158^  ori< 
gin  and  endowments,  159;  tite 
and  .ippcaranccf  160  ;  archifei^ 
turr,  i€r,  l&x. 

Trei1ej?ar  Park,  seat,  Riinsioa 
hou'c,  lin^lar  apart Eneiity  pic- 
tijiei(,  1 74. 

Trdech,  or  Three  stone?,  ancient 
British  reinains*  dcurrtptlon  of» 
'S^i  157;  tumulus,  well*.  157; 
iMTulptuir,  imcriptioni,  15S. 

Treowen,  srat,  6  a. 

Troy  hoU'=e,  siat,  gardcnt,  6f. 

Tumulips  at  Newcafttlcj  legendary 
lales  respecting,  67,  6S, 


Venta-Silurutn«  Roman  slit iotif  1, 
169- 

U 

Jlik,  thtr,  CO ur^  of,  jg. 


INDEX. 


USIC  Hundred,  113 — 149;  situa- 
tion of,  123 ;  parishes  in  113, 
1x4. 

Use,  Roman  station,  ancient  ex- 
tent and  importance,  14.1 ;  cat- 
tle, X4»  ;  priory,  borough, 
charter,  buildingh,  143;  church, 
144;  bridge,  145  ;  »almon  fiith- 
ery,  145-147;  cucampments, 
X4«,  X49. 

w 

WSNTLOOG  Huodrcd,  121^ 


113;    Client   of,    pariilicf   m 

XII. 

Went-wood,  forest,  164-167. 

Williams,  Sir^Treror,  anecdotes 
of,  140. 

Wonasrow  court,  seat,  6a  ;  por- 
traits, 63. 

Worcester,  Henry  Marquis  of, 
memoirs  of,  150-154. 

Wye,  river,  course  of,  iS,  19; 
high  tide  of,  180. 

Wynd«clift'«  lofty  rode,  cxteot  «f 
prospect,  I  S3. 
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A  LIST 


OP   THE 


Principal  Books,  Maps,  and  Prints,  that  have  been  published 
respecting  the  Antiquities,  Topography,  S^c,  vf 

THE  COUNTY  OF  NORFOLK. 


iVxANY  voluines  have  been  published  relatinsjto  this  connty  ;  but 
the  chief  of  them  are  mcretr  dull,  crude  collections ;  and  are  to  be  con- 
sidered rather  as  works  of  local  reference,  than  as  books  of  an  histori- 
cal and  descriptive  character.  The  antiquities,  natural  features,  ma- 
nufactures, and  commercial  history,  still  remain  to  be  develoijcd : 
and  these  constitute  the  most  interesting  subjects  for  general  reading. 
Sir  Henry  Spelman  appears  to  have  been  the  lirst  Topographer 
who  published  any  thmg  concerning  Norfolk:  and  his  work  is  very 
slight.  It  was  printed  in  his  "  Rcliquia,^^  Oxf.  1698 ;  and  again  in 
1 727,  by  Bishop  Gibson,  under  the  title  of  "  IccnUi  sive  Sorjolciet 
Descriptib  Topographica.** 


Peter  le  Neve,  a  native  of  this  cmmty,  made  a  considerable  col- 
lection to  illustrate  its  Topography,  some  of  which  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  Rev.  Francis  Blomerield,  who  incorporated  them  in 


"  Ah  Essay  towards  a  Topo^aphical  History  of  the  County  qf 
KoRFOLK,  containing  a  description  of  the  towns,  vUlaues,  and  ham- 
lets, with  tlie  foundations  of  monasteries,  churches,  chapels,  chante- 
ries,  and  other  religioiis  buildings:  also  an  account  of  the  ancient  and 
present  state  of  all  the  rectories^  vicarages,  donatives,  and  impropria- 
tions, their  former  and  present  patrons,  and  incumbents,  with  tlieir 
several  valuations  in  the  king's  books,  whether  discharged  or  not : 
likewise  an  historical  account  of  the  castles,  seats,  and  manors,  their 
present  iind  ancient  owners ;  together  with  the  epitaohs,  inscriptions, 
and  arms,  in  all  the  parish  churches  and  chapels;  witli  several 
draughts  of  cliurches,  monuments,  arm?,  ancient  niins,  and  other  re- 
lics of  antiquity.  C-oUected  out  of  ledger-books,  registers,  records, 
evidences,  deeds,  court-rolls,  and  other  authentic  memorials." 

This  work  was  first  printed  at  the  author's  own  house  at  Fcrsfield, 
in  three  volumes  folio,  and  published  in  numbers.  Vol.  I.  contains 
the  hundreds  of  Diss,  Giltcross,  Shrophani,  the  burgh  of  Thetlord, 
Grimeshoe,  AVayland,  and  Forehoe.  Vol.  II.  comprehends  the 
History  of  Norwich.    Vol.  III.  contains  the  Hundreds  of  HumbI©. 

A  a  yard, 


List  Of  BooKt,  ke. 

vard»  Dcpri^ade,  Earshani,  Her*sit.'<1p,  H,  Crrrnho^^j  S,  Erpiodtolfe 
liir remaining  niticti^n  liunilretl^i  wen*  left  u»lini*hcfL  Bloiiirfi™ifl 
greatly  astisted  by  fibhop  TarttiCT^  who,  having  be<-i)  chanrrUcir  trf  thi 
aiocese,  W3S>  accjuawteJ  with  many  recortls  rebtive  to  the  cotmty ;  tn 
died,  m  well  as  the  ;Luthor,  b^fori*  th«  iiofk  wa%  fiiil^c<L  iW  h0U 
intended  lo  join  hk  own  Lollectioni*  with  L**  N*  ve's,  but  dying  hi ht 
eircunrstiint  es,  th  y  wejv  put  itiio  the  hands  qf  the  iMe  J^ir  rirfcii 
rector  of  Oshurgh,  ^ho  clrew  up  the  accoiit^l  of  Cranwkh  as 
Fyiichani  drjuiffn.'*;,  m  fhat  pajrt^hich  was  uoliai^hpti,  and  complete 
the  rest  with  u  vi«^w  to  publicaUoii.  On  his  ficath  it  cause*  v»thhj 
KlsTTv,  ttiflufiing  giTal  pirt  of  Mr.  BlometirM^.  min  tbepos^^ssion^ 
Mr.  H  hithng^am,"  bookseller  at  Lynti ;  \rh(*,  m  17^,  f  nuttd  Pii 
khi's  co£Upk:lk«n  of  Blomelield's  third  vohimf,  coiit^aimn^the  Hot 
drcdsol  Gallon ,  Briithercro^s  u.nd  part  ol  8,  Kcpinghain  ;-^n6  mtm 
Toltitne^  more,  177^,  the  corilmuatioti,  dt^r rUrniji,  but  in  a  rauc 
more  conftis^d  and  conlrjcted  rnanniT  tbiUi  Mr  Kl'vmf-t^^eld,  tlieHu 
firedi  of  Blotii'ld,  Chckcloet*,  ClavmiiF,  N,  ErpTngham^  EjoM 
Freebridgr,  N*  Gret-nhow,  Hajjj>mg,  11  oil,  Laun^.rtch.  Lockki 
Mitford,  Sniclhdoti,  Taverhsm,  Ttin^tctie,  WaJ^liaiOj  E.  and  Yi 
Flegg,  and  the  boroughs  of  hyan  and  Yantiouth. 

A  new  petition  of  this  work  lia*)  he**n  rtTentiy  (tuKlnKed  hj  H 
liIiltiT,  Lijoduii,  in  devco  volumes  r*nul  octavo;  aCeweopK«4 
*ljjch  are  printed  oil  royd  tjnarto  pjipcr. 

"  ^4  dcsrrfpthn  of  thr  DwrM'  tif  Xttrivirh ;  ^r.  /Ar  prcitmt  sil* 
^ Norffttii  attd  Su(fftif^f  &^c.  !U  u  9rn»Jtfiimn  of  the  IrjiYcrTetnpl 
mt\  nulivc  of  iii«  Diftff^r  *if  S^urwjcU,  Lotid.  1*35,**  Svo.  M 
0^^'t)  talb  this  very  slight  and  Inliiiig. 

"  Tkt'  SorfoJk  Tftur,  or  l>i*vclh  r's  Pocket  Companion;  being 
COinrist-  de^rription  and  px-f^<'iit  ^Ulc  oi  ell  the  n<)l>!(Mnen  and  genti 
mrn's  seuls,"  ki\  Hmk  1 77-.  A  i^et end  edition,  1T74;  and  a  5zx 
editioi:,  "  greatly  enlarged  aivd  iinprovtd/'  was  published  in  180S. 

"  Tke  liistort/  of  the  RfMHon  in  I\  or/oik ^  in  the  y«mr  154 
i\hirh  was  conducted  hy  Hobt-rt  Kelt,  a  tanner  I'v  tnule,  at  W 
TOondhiim;  I  heir  tini:!  ^verdlrl!\,^  un  the  27th  of  Aii.:ij«t,  ly  the  or 
duct  and  vaUtint  behaviour  (i  the  jioUe  Earl  of  \\  iirx^ick.  Nor 
17J1,"   l"t)f%  R\o- 

"  Gfncra!  fifW  qf  the  J^rtatltrire  ']f  the  CnurJij  of  Xorfoli 
drawn  up  for  the  conoid i^raii on  ot  T1ie  Bourd  of  Aizrt  viliiire,  and  i 
ternid  impTovemenU  By  the  herrelary  to  the  Board.  lSo4,"  St 
pp.  55l\     9f,  biiard^. 

*'  GfttrrftI  fi'^'  qf  (fif  Agriculture  nf  the  Count}/ rf  ^nrf oh 
"^vilh  oh-NtTvuiinm  lor  Uh-  mean*  of  its  in»prov<nient.  Dr^wnupf 
the  cniiHiiler'ti'm  of  Tlu-  Poard  of  Agriculuire,  and  internal  improv 
merit,  hy  Nit  ,ani*l  Kfjitt  of  Fidhiiiii,  MiddU>ex.  With  additioi 
Hi^iiiiirk?^  ftosii  several  respectable  Gentlemen  i'.nd  Fanners.  Lod 
TtjCk  "     Svo.  ppi  5j2* 

**  Cromer  mmidiixd  as^lfaicring-place;  with  Observations 

X 


tlMT  OP  BOOKS,  &c;  571 

the  Picturesque  Scenery  in  its  Neighbourhood,  by  Eilinund  Bartell, 
inn.     Lend.  1806."     8vo.  pp.  140. 

**  An  Account  of  the  Lamt^nlable  Burning  of  East  Dereham,  in  the 
County  of  Norfolk,  JuJy  I,  1581,"  in  verse,  Black  Letter,  13S2. 

"  Occassional  Reflections  on  a  Journey  from  London  to  Norwich, 
Und  Cambridge,  17 lei,'*  8vo.  contaming  some  humorous  remarks  ob 
ptfTsons,  places,  &c.  in  Norfolk,  &c. 

The  discovery  of  nearly  fifty  urns,  with  bones,  &c.  in  a  field  at  014 
Walsingham,  in  IGJ7,  occasioned  Sir  T.  Browne's  "  Hydriotaohia, 
iin^e-burial:  or  a  discourse  of  the  sepulchral  urues  lately  found  in  Nor- 
folk. Lond.  1()!>8,"  Svo.  Repruited  in  his  works,  1686,  fol.  4tk 
edit.  1736.  la  his  postliumous  works,  published  from  hi:)  original 
MSS.  in  the  hands  ol  Sir  Hans  Slo;jne,  1712,  is  another  discourse 
concerning- some  bones  found  in  Brainpton-field  in  Norfolk,  1667. 

Fenns. — Most  of  the  publications  respecting^  the  Fenns,  already  re- 
ferred to  at  the  end  of  tiie  Accounts  of  Cambridgeshire  aud  LincoUiA 
shire,  also  relate  to  this  county. 


NORWICH. 


e  first  printed  account  of  this  city  is  "  Alexandri  Ncvylli  ^i^gji 
icujf.     Lond.  1573,"  4to.     Printed  at  the  end  of  his  book  **  Dt 


The 

Norvicus. 

Furoribus  Norfolciensium  Ketto  duce."  Lond.  ap.  BInneman,  1575, 
4to.  aud  Kettus,  si%edc  Furoribus,  &c.  at  the  end  of  Oc4and's  "  An- 
cloruni  Pru'lia  ab  A.l).  1327,  usque  ad  A.D.  1558,  1582,"  12mo. 
I'he  first  of  tliese  editions  has  an  engraved  map  of  the  descent  of  the 
British  and  Saxon  kings;  and  "  nomina  pra:torum  et  vicecomituni 
Nor\virensium  ab  an.  primo  H.  4  ad  17  Eliz."  To  both  is  prefixed  a 
poem  on  Archbishop  Parker's  death:  the  plates  by  R.  Lyne  and 
Rem.  llogt'nbergiiis,  servants  to  that  prelate  1574,  to  whom  Nevill 
was  secretary.  iVanslations  of  it  were  published  un'Icr  the  titles  of 
**  The  History  bf  the  Norfolk  Rebeli,  by  Alexander  Nevill,  a  Ken- 
tish man;  with  the  History  of  Norwich,  and  a  catalogue  of  the 
mayors.     Lond.  1575,"  4to. 

**  Annalx  of  Norwich"  and  a  historv  of  its  bishops,  published  by 
Wharton  in  his  Anglia  Sacra;  were  collected,  Mr.  Gough  says,  out 
of  a  Hii:lory  of  Euffland,  compiled  from  Malmsbury,  by  Bartholo- 
mew Cotton,  about  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century.^ 

*^  The  Nopolk  FurieSy  and  their  foyle  under  Kctt,  their  accursed 
captciine;  m ith. a  description  of  the  famous  citie  of  Norwich;  and  a 
catalogue  of  the  severall  governours tlereof,  Irom  the  clayes  of  King 
Edred,  with  the  succession  of  the  bishops  there,  since  the  translatiott 
of  the  sea  thither,  witii  other  menioral)lo  i^ccidents.  Englisht  by 
Rich.  Woods,  minister  of  Fretnam,  out  oi  lue  Latiue  copy  of  Alex. 
Nevill.     Lond.  1623." 

"  Morfolk'a  Furies,  or  a  view  of  Kett's  Camp,  with  ^,  table  of  the 
mayors  and  sheritTs  of  Norwich,  &c.  done  out  of  Latin  into  EnglisH. 
b<y  R.  W,     Lond.  1615^"  4to.    1702,  19wq. 

**  J  True 


fnr 


■I  vwdctB  «ate.  M«ief 


flbt^dnl,  the  InK'Tp,  tbf  t^lag««i,  ir«%  ntftj^is 

prtMtrdat  NersiitK   I7Jii"-S,  iwi.    f«t««f«ti 


CiXiOC  JCCOBMbr  to  ^UB  HCEfll  I'l^f 

Mry  of  ocgigfqgq  la  dnd  ivar  the  air, 

%iuch  u  an  asntneril  m  «i j<i  nt^  iif  tbe  nt^ 
Sliest  of  •c*'Ki3l  mn'jiuiMt  tfPiityt^ii^ii^  c^m^M, 
Mi,     Noivkfv  tinr  Bro.    Afterp.  5S.  IoOovy  '*AmA 


1^  t 


«Id4t  of  a  btc  Mfl«d  anikmarv  m  Ibb  cfxatvi**  ami  ««  Aa  Abndi 
Hoyle. 

"Amji4tikmiic  iJiH&r^iftJit  j4^tmi€ii§  qfNpr^irk^  6m 
iuuii^itioB  ta  jgU  prsHfiii  stttf ;  coRccted  firon  Ar  beit 
m  wrlnt  sod  iDaAciicfipl,  tit  ihh  pn%f«l  ycff  1*^8,  br  Tl 
driffge,  r.  C.  2^.    Kof^kh,  1738."   8f«, 

«  7i*  History  qfih  C%  diwl  0»^il^  &fNarzs^K  ^vsm  tl«  ci 

Maftlc)   r.  ■  ?.d  drit   piti^j -.'-i.'    h^  iauii'Jlj«fi>  ■  j- ..^^ 

N.E,  view  ot  t^ie  cUy,  and  otheis  of  the  Catheiiral,  Expingham  Gal 
Casde,  Guiitlhail,  Cross,  and  Theatre. 

Amongst  Sir  Thomas  Browne's  posthumous  works,  pcblished  fre 
hH  papers  in  the  pc^session  of  his  grandson  Owen  Bng^ock,  E^ 
F.  R.S.  8vo.  1711%  is"  Repertoriuni:  or,  some  account  of  the  torn 
ami  notiunieuts  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Norwich,  begi:n  bv  ^ 
Jhoinas  Broune,  and  continued  Ir-.ji  the  year  lt>30  to  tbL»  pre<<> 
Umf*  illustrated  with  several  copper  plates  of  the  prliicip.il  u)On 
nuuls  &^ ■  mostly  at  the  expeuce  of  the  nobility  and  genuv  of  th 
rout.iy.  Lend.  17r2»"  8vo.  To  this  are  annexed  "  Aoiiauitat 
m[!i  if.i  D.  Johannis  Evangelistic ;  ho<lic  scholar  rcgi.e  Norwicensi 
Amiiare  Joanne  Buiton,  Kl.A.  ejusdem  lndiniai3:i>tro;**  cf>mmun 
filled  hy  his  son,  the  Kcv.  Mr.  Josliua  Burton.  At  the  end  i^a  Ir 
of  til*  diimitaries  of  this  church,  with  large  alterations  and  correction 
*rtl  publLshed  by  Dean  Prideanx,  in  a  broad  sheet.  Kepubli^e 
1721  with  a  new  preface. 

"  Jii  Esmu  on  the  Jntiqtiitij  oftht  Castclof  Norxiich;  its  foundei 
and  governors,  from  tJie  kings  of  ihe  Eat>t  Ani^les  down  to  moder 
tiiiir'S,  Norwich  1728,"  8vo.  Bloinetidd,  vol.  li.  p.  (>,  sav*  thi<  i 
2fi  iiiq^enious  author,  but  does  not  tell  his  name.  Gouch  savs  it  w: 
'1  ltt<i uhaugh  Gurdon.  E'C[.  of  LettoR,  uuihur  of  **Tb«  Hi&torv  of  th 
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Ht^h  Court  of  Parliament,  its  antiquity,  prcheminence,  and  authorit^'^ 
and  th«  history  of  court  barob' and  court  lect;  a  chronological  history 
of  tiiem,  from  the  earliest  times  drawn  down  to  the  present ;  together 
with  the  rights  of  lords  of  manors  in  common  pastures,  and  the  crowth 
of  the  privileges  the  tenants  now  enjoy  there."    2  vols.  8vo.  1731. 

"  Queen  Elizabeth's  Progress  to  Norwich,  1576;  collected  by  B. 
G.  [B.  GolJingham,]  and  T.  C.  [Thomas  (Jhurchvartl.]  Imprinted 
at  Loudon  by  Bynnenian,"  440.  with  a  map  of  Norwich,  bv  Johja 
Day.  The  substance  of  these  accounts  is  inserted  in  Fleminsii  Sup* 
olement  to  Hollinshed,  11.  1287-I'i99,  and  in  Biomefiekl's  History^ 
Norwich,  p,  '2'26-2A9,    Ames  omits  it 

F.  Burcess's  "  Observations  on  the  Origin  and  firrt  Use  of  Printings 
particularly  at  Nonxich,''  was  the  first  piece  printed  there,  176i,  aod 
was  reprinted  in  the  UarleJan  Miscellaiiy,  Vd,  III.  p.  148. 

**  A  Companion  to  SL  Andrews  Hall  in  the  City  of  Norwich ; 
givini^a  concise  description  of  that  ancient  building;  a  Catalogue  cC 
the  Pictures  contained  therein,  and  the  names  of  the  Artists  by  whom 
they  were  jjainted.  Brought  down  to  the  Year  1808.  Norwich,"  8?o. 
pp.  32. 

"  An  Al)strart  of  several  Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  City  of 
Korwich:  1.  tlie  act  for  the  erecting  of  a  workhouse  fdr  maintaininc 
the  poor;  2.  for  the  enli^htning  the  streets;  3.  for  erecting  a  court  m 
conscience  in  the  said  city.  Published  by  order  of  the  clerk  of  the 
workhouse.     Norw.  1713,"  12mo.  ' 

YARMOUTH. 

.  '*  j4  Dtscriptim  aj  the  Toxtme  q/"  Great  Yarkmoutr,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Norfolk,  with  a  survey  of  Little  Yarcmouth,  ir.'orporated  with 
CJreat  Yaremouth,  in  the  county  of  Sutfolk,  as  it  hath  been  lately  btaked 
out  \n  order  to  the  rebuilding  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  parliament, 
and  letters  patent  from  his  majesty,  to  which  place  is  granted  all  the 
priviledges  of  tlie  towne  of  Great  Yaiemouth.*' 

"  I'he^  Ili^^torA-  iuid  Antiquities  of  the  Ancient  Burgh  of  Great  Yar- 
mouth in  liie  County  of  Norfolk,  collected  from  the  corporation 
'charters,  rerords,  and  evidences;  and  other  the  most  authentic  mate- 
rial?. By  Henry  Swinden.  Norwich  1772,"  4io. .  "  1  he  author,  a 
schoolmaster  in  thi-;  town,  dvlng  Jan.  14,  1772,  left  this  work  nearly 
printed  olf.  comm;ttiug  tiie  publication  of  it  to  Mr.  Win,  who,  in  his 
preface,  informs  us  of  a  co>itii»;<'d  maiiuscrijjt  history  of  the  town,  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Henry  Maoship,  Kill);  and  that  Mr. 'Thomas  Barber  of 
tiie  cu-itoni-house^  had  mude  vr.luahle  manu-^ciipt  collections  to  llic 
same  purp«>se,  both  which  \HMe  used  by  Mr.  Svinden,  who  seems  t# 
have  e.xhausted  the  subject  in  his  copious  and  dry  work." 

Guugti'sTopog.  II.  18, 

"  The  flistort/  of  Great  Yarmouth,  collected  from  ancient  records, 
and  other  authentic  matoriaK  Lynn  1776,"  «vo.  This,  Mr.  Goueb 
says  i*  Parkin's  account  of  it  republished  in  a  smaller  size,  firomthc 
Hutorv  of  Norfolk,  with  a  ''  miserable  view  of  the  town." 

Kino's 


m4  Mr 

1^.  Mr  Hidvdiu 


l<T.  Mr.  WtuJe^; 


THETFORO. 


laeCMlsittni  0^  >h^c<9llt  and  tSuHii&i 


Bj  H 
Ite  6nl  Toliimf  oi  kb  H  rotary  ijf  Ncfdotk;  «it5i  Dr,  Ptco*^  Lcttq 

Ilp3mi*'f  Aji%«tttn  of  G!25todbart ,  p.  5?7, 

**  The  History  of  tite  To-jrn  <>f  Thettord,"  5»:c.  bv  the  bt*-  T 
mas  Martin,  F.A.S.  -Uo.  1779.  An  a«!Y»*nrs«nfnt  bv  Mr.  Gc-c, 
aod  a  kbort  account  of  the  author:  alw  7  plaio. 


MAPS  and  PLANS. 


A  New  and  Accurate  Map  of  Norfolk,  sold  by  Go<ximjn  2 
Go'id.'.rd-.  \V.  Roadessc.  1740,  with  pro>pects  of  Lynn,  Norvu 
Yarmouth,  list  oi  towns,  &c. 

Norfolk  Siir-Dcxjcd  by  Jamrs  Corbridgey  w  ilh  a  list  of  the  tow: 
and  prospects  of  Norwich,  L}nn,  and  Yannouth,  on  two  sheet- 
AtliLS,  4  k*(*t  hy  24:  al*oon  one  sheet  with  circular  meridian  lines,  \h: 
mih  s  from  Norwich,  and  the  list,  and  on  two -lu-cis  with  the  Mtni 
2  feet  3J^  hy  1  foot  S:  scale  tlir<»e  milvs  to  an  inch.  Ou  the  topeis 
coats  of  arms,  anil  down  the  sidc»  an  alphabetical  li>t  of  towns  with  1 
fereiire>,  names  of  lumdn*<!>,  and  distance-;  of  market  towas  iVl 
Norwicli,  and  coiicculric  circles  rountl  Norwich  and  Lynn,  sbewr 
the  (hstancc  from  other  towij«j.  Thi^  map  of  Norfolk,  and  one 
bufl'olk,  were  republished  in  1776. 

y^ii  Actual  Survaj  c^Jhe  Cuunty  nfs\orj'olk\  to  which  is  addetl 
I  act< 
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actual  survey  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  by  James  Corbridgc.  DecH- 
calccl  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole:  witli  concentric  circles  round  Bury, 
L.ynn,  and  Non^ich,  and  )  it  of  lowns  in  each  county;  and  at  bottom 
distances  of  town*  from  London,  Sec.  and  principal  to\%ns  in  Suffolk: 
one  sheet  and  lialf. 

*'  A  Topographical  Map  of  the  County  of  Norfolk,*'  on  six  eheets^ 
surveyed  by  Fhomas  Miine,  &c.  Published  by  Faden,  London.  A 
reducVd  copy  of  this  i>>  also  published  on  one  sheet;  and  these  may 
be  pronounced  the  nio^t  accurate  maps  of  the  county. 

A  vorv  useful  map  has  recently  boen  published,  by  Smith,  in  the 
Strand,  London,  ot  the  different  diocese?,  and  provinces. 

In  Dr.  William  Cunyngham's  "  Cosmo^aphical  glass,  1559,"  fo- 
lio, is  a  map  oltlie  excdlaii  City  of  Norwich. 

Another  in  Braun's  Civitates.    P.  III.  1581. 

A  true  and  exact  Mappqfthe  Ancient  and  Famous  City  of  Norwich, 
anno.  1696.  In  four  sheets.  Dedicated  to  Henry  Duke  ol  Norfolk, 
with  his,  and  the  city  anns,  by  Thomas  Cleer,  surveyor.  He  pub- 
lished another  nearly  half  the  size  of  the  first. 

A  new  map  of  it,  by  M.M.     John  Hoyle  sc.     8  inches  by  7. 

<.  A  Map  of  the  City  of  Norwich,  by  James  Corbridge,  1727:  en-,, 
graved  by  J.  Harri>,  on  two  sheets  of  imperial  paper,  o^  feet  by  2J  ; 
>vith  views  of  all  the  public  buddnigs. 

A  Plan  of  the  City  of  Norivich,  1746.  Fr.  Blomefield  del.  and 
exc.  This  btlohgs  to  his  history,,  and  is  embellii>hed  with  forty-four 
ancient  seals,  and  other  curiosities. 

In  1766  was  publislied  A  Nev;  and  very  accurate  Plan  of  the  City 
of  Norwich,  shcM  ing  the  exact  length  and  breadth  of  all  the  streets 
and  lanes,  with  their  bearin^s:,  beiKhngs,  and  propw  names;  orna- 
mented witli  the  prospects  ol  the  cathedral,  castle,  guildhall,  theatre, 
assembly  house,  and  the  new  chapel  in  St.  George*s;  from  an  actual 
survey  taken  by  Samuel  King,  painter  and  land  surveyor  at  Norwich, 
and  laid  down  by  a  scale  ot'  three  chains  (or  &i  vards)  to  an  inch. 
Tvo  sheets.  This  was  reduced  the  same  yrar,  ajul  lor  Booth's  His* 
tory  of  Nonvich,  1768,  on  a  small  scale,  with  the  same  views. 

Plans,  Elevations,  &c.  of  Norwich  Castle,  with  an  E«i?ay  on  the 
f'cnta  Icenorum,  are  published  in  Volume  XI l.  of  Archaeologia. 

A  Plan  of  the  City  of  Norwich,  with  a  Vignette  View  of  Si.  Ethel- 
l)»*rt's  (jate,  also  Anns  of  the  See,  &c.  is  published  in  "  the  British 
Atlas.'' 

In  the  same  work  is  also  a  Map  of  the  County,  wherein  the  Ro- 
man Roads  and  Stations  are  particularly  specified. 

PRINTS. 

An  Ichnography  of  Norwich  Cathedral,  drawn  by  Blomefield,  en- 
graved by  '^I'oms,  at  the  expence  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 

King 


If# 


mi  aV  iooKftt  &c. 


Kln^  fDgTaTC>d  S.  a.ndi  W,  vlewi  of  Norwich  CathectraL 

N.  E.  view  of  the  Catliedral,  ilrjwn  by  Kirkpatrick,  was  ai^ 
by  i.  liams,  1743, 

Unirv  iho  First's  grant  of  Thorjie  ni;ir*or,  near  Norwiclij  to 
with  Cuthc-ilr.il,  UOl^  was  eneraviMi  from  the  original,  mtbebai 
MuUUew  Howard,  gent,  of  fiickufyt  \<mi  of  l!ie  said  niatiar,  IT 

**  An  ordlnsty  pewtpr  prospect/'  says  Mr.  Gfiugb»  '*  of  the  ( 
huili  by  Mr.  Rights ise  1501,  and  |H*lful  liowu  1732,  wa^  dnfwn 
fcrlurk,  yjid  (Engraved  by  1\  HiUyartt.  Arjolher  drawn  1732,  b\ 
driitp,  wa^.  cnji^ved  l>v  A.  Mottc,  The  crews  w a*  served  b)  F 
of  Carrov*  Abbey,  aiicf  in  the  ckjinber  which  wa»  tlie  chapel, 
tnmks  of  sjn  ukar. 

S.  \y.  view  of  Nonvich  Castle  and  tliesblr*?-hoHS4?,  bttdve,  ftc, 
jrtjtiiito,  Mr.  Gough^  !i|K'iikmg  of  this  lit'w,  savis-^Mr.  FenmnJ 
Tiw  he  nevrr  s^w  bvjt  one  Jnipn-KHion  of  tJus  plate,  un*1er  whic 
*riUcii,  by  Mr^  Mchru>;,  "  i  his  casilr  was  built  by  J.  Cxsar^ 
tijf  ctiick  lis  tsifppflsefl  to  huYe  haypiMicd  at  the  cri>cinx)on  of  oi 
* imir  Chn^r  Made  by  Jtioips  Mtheux,  LimnfT.  Any  person 
dtf^jiT  to  tiave  any  pidurs  done  by  Mr.  James  Mehtnix,  inai 
tati  ly  Wave  a  tiotff  with  Mf.  Rose,  booksellfr  in  Norwich;  atwf 
lhi*f<"  art;^  k!*  many  to  be  dime  as  i^  wort  It  conviiig  frotii  Loiiidetfi^ 
coiiic  iiiid  dft  tbc'm  at  tbt  usuall  ratt*,  wKich  Is*  40  s-  a  pidur^^** 


INI 


INDEX 

To  the  Topographical  Account  of  Norfolk^ 
'    FORMING  PART  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  VOLUME 

OF  THB 

BEAUTIES  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

The  Market  Towns  are  distinguished  by  Small  Capitals ;  the 
Village^  by  Italics. 


^DBIES,  remarks  on,  40^; 
Langley,  206 ;  Thctford,  245;  Old 
Baclenham,  %54;  Wymondham, 
257;  East  Dereham,  €65;  West 
Dereham,  fR4 ;  Creake,  311 ;  St. 
liennet's  at  Hoi  roe,  543.  \ 

Acle,  aticteatly  a  market  town,  198. 

Agrirultare,  improvements  in,  95,  96 
-98 ;  implements  of,  99,  100. 

Aidbtf,  priory  at,  tOO. 

ANECDOTES  of  Sir  Thomas  £rp-  ■ 
ingham,  159 ;  Bishop  Bateroan, 
171;  Archbishop  Parker,  178  17  h 
Dr.  Kaye,  175- 177  ;  Dr.  Browne. 
J 77;  Dr.Glaiiie.  178,  179;  Dr. 
Cunningham,  180;  Dr.Legge,  Bi- 
•hop  Cosin,  181;  Edward  King, 
antiquary,  189-184 ;  Sir  James  Ho- 
bart  and  family,  905 ;  Sir  Thomas 
Kicliardson,  209 ;  Sir  Thomas  Gres- 
bam,  210,  William  Hercningham, 
Esq.  211,  John  Tacesphalns,  216  ; 
Sir  William  and  Sir  Edmuud  de 
Thorpe,  817;  Lord  Berners  218; 
Sir  Simon  Burley,  291 ;  Sir  William 
l«  Neve,  iiS,  ^24;  Ralph  de  Ui- 
ceto,  Walter  of  Diss,  John  Skal- 
con.  929;  Jnhn  de  Harling,  987', 
SirRohert  Hnrling,  Sir  Thomas  Lo- 
veil,  t238 ;  Thomas  Mariin,  Thomas 
Paine,  250 ;  Captain  John  Gibbs, 
t'.*>3  ;  Wyndhara  family,  259 ;  Sir 
Cnnstantine  Wodehou^te,  260 ;  Ro- 
Lcct  Peck^  Sic  Ralph  de  lliogbam, 


262 ;  Bishop  Bonnor,  267 ;  Sir  An- 
drew FountaJnc,  275 ;  Dr.  Robert 
Brady,  283  ;  Archbishop  Walter* 
284;  Archbishop  Herring,  288; 
Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  295;  Sir 
Henry  Spelman,  303  ;  Sir  Roger  1« 
Strange,  308  ;  Admiral  Lord  Nel- 
son, 309-311;  Sir  Edward  Coke* 
325;  Sir  Thomas  Oresham,  329; 
John  de  Bacontherpe,  ib. ;  Sir  Tho- 
mas Erpingham,  339 ;  Miles  Cor- 
bet, Esq.  3il ;  Bishop  Rngge,  343; 
SirOIirer  Ingham,  346;  Richard 
Porson,  346;  Sir  John  Fastolff. 
350 ;  Arthur  Wilson,  Dr.  Soaraes, 
Sir  William  Gooch,  367;  Henrv 
Svviuden,  John  Ives,  368. 

Architecture,  ancient,  castles,  and 
castellated  mansions,  47,  48. 

— —  —  ecclesiastical,  roond 
towers,  48  ;  churches  of  Bexwell, 
Bycham weH,49 ;  Norman  churches* 
specimens  of,  51. 

domestic,  specimens  of. 


284.  285. 
Athwtll-Thorpf,  account  of  Sir  Wm. 

and  Sir  Edm.  dcTherpe.  «l7  ;  alpo 

of  Sir  John  Bourchier,   Lord  Bet* 

ners,  VIB. 
Aslacton,  memoirs  of  Sir  William  I« 

Neve,  223.  224. 
Attleiiorouoh,  fortifications,  251 ; 

college,  church,  252 ;  anecdote  of 

Captain  Gibbs,  253. 
ArL8UAM,manutactuTes,335;churcbj 

frec*schuol,  iuscriptiun,  3^6. 
B  b  SMbbtglg, 


m 


ViDJlX. 


B 


M^hf^fit,    fint  CKrUt(.ui  cliurcb  in 

EBitAngtiM.  ^fmy. 
Mnamihor^^M  John  de,  axiectloteA  at, 

329* 
Barrowt  in  Noffotk,  15, 

171,  172. 
Bc'ck^m  wJd  (chqrcli,  rpiii*tin  of,  335. 

Bt3lio|)  Rugge,  S41. 
Bmier4<j  Lord,  mcntuiir]  ^nd  writingi 

uf,«ie. 
BHfingfrfdt    tnemoir»  of  Sir  SioaciD 

Blnham  Priury,  3  J  5. 
Bixley  lUU,  9f«at,  1?t|. 

coullitjrpe,  5y9. 
BJkyiug   n^tl,  icd(,  336;    mcces- 

of  A  tine  Bti^lcjiin  ApAftmcnti,  per- 

tratt$,  Ijbrarvi  ^^0. 
BLO FIELD  Htindrj^d,  I9i-i91 1  ex- 

lent  or.  1^1  ;  pamtie»  In,  l?X 
Bmdy,  Robert,  phv&iciitii  aiid  bUiui- 

riiiti,  sitittcdotet  uV,  V83. 
Bi'AiiCfiJ^ft']',  Ham  An  ntAtion,  3t)B  ;,  en- 

ctiuifiiiient,  miili-tiou?!>e,  Si-W^ 
UrmutAnnnnit  liuiuan  atntion*  3^)6^ 
B''orkdi*h,ChxiKhf  lingular  paiish  ft'- 

cordi,  t'12. 

' -=«  Hall,  jciit,  ^iX 

BROTilERCEOSfi  HitudTed,  309- 

lill  ;  eiLieiit  uij  par»»lies  m,309. 
Bronnihulme  Priory,  3-i'2. 
Bruwjic,   EdwJirdj,  ph^iiciixii^    uicc- 

date*  ofj  177. 
£uCi^£n/iomj  OMj  £53;  caille«  priory, 

S5i 
Bv[:KE>ru4iij  NfiWj  gTm\Uf  cIiiitcIii 

. St.    Aiiiftew'i    Hmll 

brat,  234. 
BuRiJHAJi    Wbitoatf,    taoaaflervj 

509. 
Snt'fhitm  JJi&rptt  birUji' place  of  Lord 

Burtej^,    Sic   Biiuaji,    ati^t dotes    oft 

Buri^  lliTfir^  it!  coanCj  92. 
Bupttnrd^   Grenr,   Jorgcit    of    Britijh 


5i9i350  ;  ttceannt  of  Sir  liiMI 

toM,  a  tint  ire,  S50. 
Can  tig,  84,  S.^. 
CtirbrMtil^f,    commanilry    nf    Kb^ 

Templsrs,  churchy  270- 
CASTLES :  Ntir^ irh.  1 16-\ rt»  C 

iJe-Acre,     48,  3<»0  ;  CistJe-Hils 

4S,  SOI ;  Caitter,  549^  350  j  1 

iumTtli,3i>3. 
Ciut'e*  Jcrf^  casUc,  priogr,  300; 

ri>b  chiircli,  30l. 
CjisTLk-RiiiMa,  castle^  corpc^F^ 

rcpre&eiitalioUj,  ajm^-tiouic^  chiu 

C*sliirf  iJjc  Veotm  TpenDrom  of 
Rumam,  186  ;  Roinaoi  ftuti^ail 
alp  ib,  cncra.q]ptij,«ii(,  I0d-!( 
churcli,  190. 

ChATitt  dctcdbed :    at   LTuiii^ 
Lady's  (uid    St.     Ki&bulu»  i( 
llotightan  {«  DalCi  StO. 

CIIUllCHES    dijscribed:    Ber« 

^torwich,  St.  Jalian'cj,  Sl  P< 
Mnncroft,  l6l;  Sl*  Ldtrrf oc?.  1( 
GillinghEirii,  ^i^^  L'lddi/n,  ^ 
^trattoiijll5;  }laFteaiai[i,4s^4;  D 
f^S;  Eah  Harltttg.  ^^3B  ;  Tlieli^ 
e44i  Altle&orougb,  ejf;  V 
tuutidliAm^  ^t)&;  Juut  Dc»hi 
a<>5;  Carhrfltikcp  270^  North w^ 
vao  ;  \Vrtlpole,  ^3  ;  Lyo«,  tS 
Cflsilc  HinnR,  3CIJ;  Binliara^  3] 
I'BUiihiiiii,  3«I  ;  SeJL  3^;  G| 
tun,  Tliorpc-MArlieC,  5^4;  Aj 
ham,  ^,jti  ]  Yaf  mijurh,  3<if), 

CLACKCLUSKnuudred,  !fSf^2! 
citi^ni  d1,  pJiriiUtfsi  itt^  9fi3. 

Oarktr,  ^uruucj,  divine^  account 
I7fl,  179. 

CLAVKRING  Ifandred,  t9^« 
ci^^enc  of,  199;  panihci  ia,  ffOO 

Ckift  impfiicnnicnt.  of  Janacsj  I'rii 
(^f  ScMilandj  J  Jil, 

Clergj^^  bur jc fit  of  tbe,  obserfnli 
OH,  I9i,  193, 

Cokct  Sir  Edward «   l«wj^^  a«i* 

lit,  aa,^. 

Cfiitte^.  Cbiirolii  in«cfipticni|  fOS- 

-^  Ui*H,  M'itt,  f  lO. 

Cimj^h^an^  hccoiu:!  of  Sir  Hpory  S( 

Runi,  :K)3. 
Corbtl,  Alik%  regicide*  nccomit 

S-M. 
Co'*m,  Jtttin*  Bishops  anecdf^tiM 

mi. 
Costewj  HfflU,  •eat,  |H6tttr«s.  clmi 

Of 
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Creak€,  South,  encampment,  SU. 

Creakc  Abbey,  311. 

Ckomer,  331;  bay,  church,  light- 
house, 3S«. 

Crow,  hooded  or  Boyston,  natural 
history  of,  9Q. 

Croxtoti,Church,  singular  ancient  font, 
«79. 

Cuuuil1^ham,  William,  physician, 
anecdotes  of,  180. 


D 


Dmver,  Church,  Dr.  Brady,  n  natiTe, 
283. 

DEFKWADE  Hundred,  213-%I9; 
extent  of,  212 ;  parishes  in,  213. 

Dbreuam  East,  origin,  nunnery, 
264;  abbey,  church,  raoaumeut, 
S65 ;  old  chest,  font,  and  eipence 
of  its  erection,  366.  Bishop  Bon- 
nor,  rector,  967 ;  buildings,  V68. 

Dereham  WeH,  Abbey,  Bishop  Wal- 
ter, a  native,  284. 

PIbS  Hundred,  2^7-233;  extent  of, 
iir  ;  parishes  in,  228. 

piss,  situation,  church,  228;  anec- 
dote of  Robert  Fitswalier,  charity 
school,  eminent  natives,  229. 

DowHHAM  JMarkkt,  282  >  market, 
privileges,  priory,  383. 


E 


EABSHAM  Hundred,  219  S27 ;  ex- 
lent  of/ 21 9 }  parishes  in,  220. 

Eanham,  once  a  considerable  town, 
churchy  encampment,  ancient  parlt, 
220. 

« r-  Hall,  teat,  221. 

£ast-HalI«  ancient  seat»  23S. 

Eimham,  anciently  a  city,  and  see,^ 
castle,  park,  324. 

£lmUam  Hail,  seat,  3^- 

Elraham,  Bishops  of,  19^22. 

Emcamvmsnts,  in  Norfolk,  13,  14; 
at  Castor,  18^-189j  at  Tasburgh, 
214;  at  Earsham,  220;  at  Thet- 
I'ord,  242)  at  Weeting,  281;  tt 
Brancaster,  307;  at  Wareham, 
319;  at  Caister,  348. 

Enclosures,  where  made)  acres  en- 
closed. &c.  101-103. 

KRPINGHAM.  NORTH,  Hundred, 
331-334;  extent  of,  parishes  in, 
.331. 

E^XNGtiAM,  SOUTHi  Handled, 


334-339 ;  extent  of,  334;  pari^es 

in,-  'S35. 
Erpingham,  South,  anecdotes  of  Sir 

Thomas  Erpingham,  :)39. 
Erpingham,  Sir  Thoinas,  Anecdotes 

of,  159,339. 
f:YNSFORD     Hundred,     3V6-S28; 

extent  of,  parishes  in,  3i6. 


Fakenoav,  Church,  321 ;  font,  322. 

Fastolff,  Sir  John,  Warrior,  memoirs 
of,  350. 

Feibrigg,  seat,  library,  church,  mo- 
uumcut.  333, 

Fhicham,  font,  ancient  mansion,  284. 

Fish,  varieties  of,  93. 

FLEGG.  WtSr.  Hundred,  347, 
348 ;  extent  of,  parishes  in.  347.  * 

FLEGG,  EASr,  Hundred,  348-3(  8 ; 
extent  of.  parishes  in,  348. 

Flints,  chief  materials  in  ancient 
buildings,  51,  St, 

Flitchim  Priory,  extraordinary  fate 
of  the  proprietors,  304. 

Fonts,  curious,  at  East  Derelian, 
y66;  at  Croxton,  279;  at  Fin- 
cham,  284 ;  at  Walsoken,  288 ;  at 
Castle  Rising,  303;  at  Walsin^ 
ham,  314;  at  Fakenhara,  322  ;  at 
Ayhham,  336. 

FOREHOE  Hundred,  2.55-263;  ex- 
tent of,  panshM  in,  256. 

Forifcet,  Knighten  Court  describ^di 
216. 

FoOLSKAM,  destroyed  by  fire,  re- 
built, 526,  327. 

Fonntaine,  Sir  Andrew,  anecdotes  «f, 
275. 

FREEBRIDGE  LYNN,  Hnndred, 
289-305;  extent  of,  289;  parishes 
in,  290.  ■ 

FREEHRrDGE  M.\RSHLAND. 
Hundred,  286289;  extent  o^ 
286;  parishes  in,  287. 


GAl-LOW  Hundred,  321-324;  ex- 
tent of,  parishes  in,  321. 

Gawdy  -  Hall,    seat,    stained  glaa% 
22(». 

CeldettoHe,  202. 
.  Hall,  seat,  ib. 

Geese  and  TurkieSj  abondanfie  of* 
89. 

Cibbs, 
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Oibbs,  CipLuD  Joho,  tnecdoCet  of, 

US. 
Gittitt£ham,  Chireh,  fOf. 

HttMj  senT,  ib, 

Ctiis,   stained,   n\   Lfjddon  Chmch, 

fOS,  iji  G»wd^v  Hall,  a«fi, 
Go<)<ch,  Sir  WiJhatQ,  gencrtl,  lueC' 

<illut<*»  of,  3tjT, 
GREENHOB    SOUTH,     Hundred, 

«T1-*T8;  ejtteiit  of,     p^ifiahcs   in, 

178. 
GREF.NHOE  NORTH,    HunrtT^il, 

3ll'5;i!0i   cxtcut  oC    p«riiliei  iu, 

GfesUnrn.  Sir  Tiionj**,  nc edunt  of, 

GRIMSHOE    Hundred.     r?a^58'| ; 

eitent  of,  1^78  ■   ««](}  pamHes  in, 

f79- 
CUILTCROSS   Hundred,  fSS^MO; 

cxreiit  aU  23S  j  arid  iinnshoi,  f ,^|. 
Gunton  Half,    scul*    3SJi    chufch* 

as4. 


H 


r«  eburch^  (ireceptorjr^  bridge, 

HAnfrerth,  tcul,  3.14. 

WAPPING.  HttJiUnnl,r»4*^3if  i  B<- 

Hahliitov,  utifcdcitt^i  of  5ir  John 
Htrulveiton*  viiurchi  fCitlptUT^ 
tower,  tombj  ^2h,  ti4* 

KARti?fQ»  E.^pf,  Dr  Market,  iti- 
cienr  ^o»ic*soi.Sj  anecdules  of  Jalin 
de  Hfcrltiigj  337  i  yir  Eiibert  Har- 
litig,  ainii  Sir  Tbumat  Luv?}], 
^Imrch,  cliftpcl,  SSSj  luLinufuc- 
tures.  *'39 

EENSIEAU  Hurtdrcd,  184-191- 
eitent  <jf,  I8i;  p^irithtii  in,  185. 

Ilerrarigj  Thotun^,  i\rcbbiibi*j>,  ac- 
CO  nut  of,  ^i9. 

|fej'ririg'fi»]ierj^  at  Y^^r mouth,  mo>de 
And  extait  tifj  Sti^'. 

Hef«^ni[i^9i«mi  VVitiiatUj  and  faniif^', 
ftniTriiJte*  oit  till. 

HiNQ  II A  M,t:hijrcli|Cliin  pel, monumenl', 
2ftl;  aiie~<l>Mi'»  of  Cuberc  Peck, 
tccTor*  fluii  Sif  HaJph  de  Hiiig- 

HiUifigton  Patk,  &e  rr.  5tM. 
XIubHTt,  Nr  James,  Mid  fa  mi  I j,  tio- 

coiinl:  of  J,  iQuibj  'i05. 
Molklmm   Hdujsej   seat^   St5 ;    ircbi- 

teciyre,  316;  apirtmt-iit*,  atfljupfj 


HOLT  fti^r^i),     3i»^30 ;  crt 

of  J  pAfUhcs  in,  39B* 
Holt,   St&i   buildings,   tnmch 
«ecoim£  of  Sir  Tl)i)ti3  4j  Gtieita«i 

Hoaghion    Ildl.     »cat«    miigttA 

ipsrtiaeiktii.  pictturf,  Sit* 
Uavghtoa  te  0a te,  eb«pet,  SMl 

H,^r§hamt  priorj,  340^  bi3a|MULa 

HUMBLEYARO  Hundred,  \ 
fl2;   Kxtcdt  of,  SO?  ;  paribbei 

ffiLiu  rati  ton,  cliff*  tower,  diapel,  ti] 

Jicmse,  3tJ7. 
' Halt,    itmt,  Seconal 

S*f  Roger  le  Stjangc^  SOB* 

I 

Iceni^   original    inhabirvMn^tJ    of 
Cfluntv,  r. 

Ictauij  Rftpjan  it»(ion,  ffitK 

hiiturgh,  Roman  station^  5fF9i  ] 
miiii  mile  tivntt  unxvf  4iu|  9<4 
chrttt  bcartb,  ^80. 

htj^homt  cburch,  ni(>ouiiieiit»,  ti 
doUii  c^f  Str  Oliver  Ingbaiti,  i 
Ic^e.  34:>,  345. 

IKiiCRiPriO.\Si  St  Nor^ieh.  1 
IB  Lodden  ctiiirch,  2l>5  j  m  Ad 
bar  tun  cburcb,  fCS;  in  Cok 
chtticli,  1^09  ;  in.  KetTermgli 
ehiircfi,  2 11  ;  fit  AttteboTQQg^  I 
ill  Fu^t  Dirrebaui  cbitrcb,  ^5j 
Foulkhftii),  d^r  ;  at  Sufi,  ib.  it  J 
tham,  336  ;  at  Itighatn^  31^ 

/^■fu'riftfJ,  inanDT,  £10. 

^  Hall,  WB%,  curioiia  fpf  etil 
of  building,  aiO. 

Ices^/olkiij  aiitiqaarv,  acconrd  ol|54 

Jewtj  it  boj  CTiici£ed  by,  196, 

K 

Kqtg,  Jobn,  phyiician,  anecdote] 

XfwniH^/iaf/,   anciemly   ■   rojn\  ] 

?5;i, 
flt^tf rfngfiom,  f lO ;    eburt-b,    mot 

mt^nh,  ^1!  j  aecotint<if  itb«  Btm 

inghum  Jaraifyi,  f  II,  21S. 
— ^ —  Hall,  leal,  f  IS, 
Kett'i  Ciistk,  197* 
Kifulicrh'  Hall  iett,  ffiO  ;  pari,  p 

tr*it  ofVftTidyclr,  «6l. 
King,   Kdwurd,   anfiquarj:,    mecnfl 

Qff  182  j  hif  writJDgij  163. 
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Rights  Templars,  corainandry  of,  at 
Carbrooke,  £70;  liuspiui  of,  at 
Uorshaui,  341. 


Langley  Abbey,  foandation  and  esta- 
blishment of,  206. 

Hall,  spat,  r06 

LAUNDITCH  lluiui.ed.  324-396; 
extent  nf^  |rarislies  in,  St4^. 

Leggr,  Thumas,  au«cdure;t  of,  t81. 

I^onard,  St.,  priury,  chapfl,  196. 

lX)DDON  Hundred,  «0d.y07  j  ex- 
tent of,  parishes  in,  304. 

LoDDov,  sitiiHtion  of,  £04 ;  manor, 
account  of  Sir  James  Uoburt  and 
family,  church,  205^ 

Lopham,  Sautli,  chureb,  {;35 ;  singnJar 
productions,  £36. 

Love  1 1,  Sir  Thoma!*,  anecdotes  of, 
238. 

Lynw.Rscis,  ancient  history  of,  nu- 
merous charters,  S^O;  silver  cup, 
gift  of  K.  John,  V91;  corporate 
gurernmeut,  parliamentary  repre- 
sentation, extent  of  tliu  town,  19t  j 
cimrch,  Charucl  Hall,  now  a  pram- 
mar  school,  £93  ;  Grey  Friars' 
steeple,  the  lady  s  chapel,  8l.  ^i'i- 
cholas  chapel,  994;  m#iiiHiief»t 
of  Sir  Benjamin  Keeue,  a  native, 
St.  James*  Chapel  exchungev  mar- 
ket-place, cross,  295 ;  theatre, 
gnildhall,  pictures,  improvemtfnts 
in  paving,  &c  V9(>. 

Xynn  Harbour,  origin,  progressive 
rise,  drainage,  chauucl,  imports 
and  exporb,  sr97-999. 

M 

Mackerel  fishery,  93. 

Martin,  Thomas,  antiquary,  account 
of,  250. 

Melton  Constabtr,  seat,  330. 

Mf^udhaw^  priory.  226. 

^[erton  Park,  seat,  271. 

Methwold,  priory,  279. 

lUddUton,  castle,  S6S. 

Milcham,  birth  place  of  Sir  Ed^vard 
Coke,  3«.5. 

MITFORD  Hundred,  263-269  ex- 
tent of,  263 ;  parishes  in,  264. 

Monasteries,  &c.  remarks  on,  40-4? : 
name,  order,  date  of  foundation, 
grantees,  and  situation  of  43-47 ; 
at  Thetford,  246;  at  Bumbam 
Westgate,  309. 

lloNVNUftf  aud  To9»t>  obterra- 


tions  qn,  53  ;  of  Sir  James  Hobart 
and  faniily,  205;  Sir  Edwin  lliclv 
SOS;  William  IJcvcninghum,  Esq. 
2U  ;  Judge  Reeve,  Sir  Il'>gcr  d« 
13ourne,  215;  Sir  Edmund  d« 
Thorpe,  917;  Sir  Thomas  Gawdy, 
226;  Sir  John  Holland,  3S6:  \Vil» 
Ham  Cowper,  Ksq.  265;  Dr.  John 
Bolewright,  272;  Dr.  Robert  Bur- 
hiJI,  ^'81:  Sir  benj.  Keene,  295; 
Sir  Edward  Coke.  326;  Robert 
Cdllis,  327;  Sir  Siuion  de  Fcif 
^i^'gg*  333;  Miles  Corbet,  Esq. 
341  ;  Sir  Witltam  Fastua,  342;  Sir 
Oliver  Ingham,  Huger  de  Boya» 
345. 

Mousehold  Heath.  195,  196. 

Mulburtun,  m.nior,  privilege,  church, 
monuDicni.  208 ;  Sir  Thomas  iiicb- 
ardson,  a  native,  ','09. 

N 

Nar,  river,  its  course,  83. 

Narbur^h,  '^73 

Narford,  Roman  bricks  and  relics 
found,  274. 

"  Hall,  seat,  pictures,  274;  Sir. 
Andrew  Fountttine,  anecdotes  vU 
275. 

Natural  history  and  productions,  87^ 
93. 

Nelson.  Horatio  Lord,  memoirs  oC 
.309-311. 

Nene,  rivtr,  boundary  of  tho  county* 
83. 

Neve,  Sir  William  Le,  antiquary  and 
herald,  memoirs  of,  2'iS,  2i4. 

NORFOLK,  General  dcscriptio% 
history,  iopogrHphy,and  local  cha- 
racter of,l  lo.seB ;  historical  erents, 
1-13;  uncit-nt  inhabitants,  Rorouu 
history,  '2 ;  Roman  stations,  3  ;  Sax- 
on Ijjstory,  4;'l)tiiii!!h  invasions^ 
7-9 ;  insurrections,  10,11  ;  encamp- 
ments. Roman  roads,j$cc.  13-t9 ;  ec- 
clesiastical history,  15;  Bishops  of 
North  Elmham,  If,  18.-£lmbam; 
19-22  ;-Norwich,  22-55;  Extent^ 
jurisdiction,  &c.  of  the  Dioeese, 
37-40;  Abbies,  priories,  monaste* 
ries,  and  religious  houses,  40-47  ; 
architecture,  miirtnry,  47,  48;  ec- 
clesiastical, 48-5:2;  churclies,  ib. 
civl,  political,  and  honorial  his- 
tory, 53-'i3 ;  government,  ancieiit^ 
53,*  modern,  54;  admiralty,  .55; 
courts,  56,.  .57  ;  parliHmrnlary  re. 
prsKntotivn,  67, 58;  dukes,  e.triK, 
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TiC«»pTit4ln»»  Johnj  CnrmtWtc  prror. 

tivv,  Ulil, 
—  IlilT,  «**!,  lb. 

dKtrctt,  round  tci*efp  ^1  *, 
TAVLtUlAM    Iltuitlml,    3S[>  141  ; 
rxtnii,  ftl,  .^.-J'^  i  jMtii.i*e»  in,  34©. 

rompiiiriiri  •/*-;;  uricicHi   lititorv, 

tiij?,  Djiiiui  Dei,  ^iKij  gruiMuir' 
*chtK*l,  i47  ;  curpi.ir«tt(Wi#  islmrteri, 
94d»  lEmiUhitil,  ItJfiiils.  t.-4.i ;  TUu- 

of,  It^f,  195  ;*i1uation,  1^. 

Thorite. 
Thifpftf^Matket,  cliurcK,  monuroenti, 

3rJ4. 
I'hiif  |M.%  j!»lr  WUiism,  and  Su  &]t»iitii| 

Turnipt»  growl li  ojf,  98. 

Tl'KSTEAD    Htindrcil,     34]'344; 

CKtmt  nf,  .141  ;  nurishei  m,  S-kl. 
Tnrlitcfl  iiid  Gre«c:^  abuadsiU  in  tliii 

cuyutjij  89. 

V 

Vealn^Icctiorarti^     Homan    Stvticfi^ 
lifi. 

W 

TVafpi-^fr,  Roman  iiitlqaUies,  chureS, 

tciiloi;  IV?  ;  piimlici  iii,  im. 

W  A  LS  tl  I  M  /  Nu  H  T  IT t    Ch  II T  C  h  ,    I11U|)U* 

int'or.  mftrkft-crri^]^^  S'^f. 
irat^iiif^Atm,   ()^/,    priftrvi    tm«^c   of 


doi«9<if,  SB-K 

i^P'itrthamt  tft»tt  encumprikcn!,  31 
Waitij?*^  rM<r««  m^irlrrl,  church* 
ff'Jiakeitf    charcii^    frtiic,  ArtbN 

Jlerrifi^  «  natirp.  ?$M. 
WttefifT.v^  rbei,  iiii  c«UrM«  If. 
Waj-bfi^igp,  jifjof  v^  If©, 
WAVLANU  fl-imlrrd,  t^0~m 

leu r  of,  J6Z  i  pJiri •*!«•*  m,  ®C?. 
\Vit>iiMrid«  wmif!,  ^cviif  oi  ibe  Mn 

thr  CliiMrcn  in  the  WoodfilSl 
H'iciittg,    lirQmchiil     pfiorj,   €i 

eii<r4n]ptucnt,ir8I  |  CirtiBe*i|ri 

VVeiiJiutfi,  rjvrr,  c*»ur»r  «C  B2< 
HVfv^/tttMi^   |>ritiry,    miiti»ioii^  pcd 

WiK^ii,   Anhuo    It r iter*  wcwal 

M>u/Vfifti#ig»  pecwlitr  priirilefa,! 
ttir  "  CiMud  Sw«;rti  tif  Wwiiulfeil 

Wmt»Htm,S47i  liglit4.o«c.S4& 
Witt  Mr  al   Htiitkc,    temf>    rpifaiiiril 

rf«jtTie«tic  Jtrcliirpcfijpej  nil 
WitiMTMUe,  prliifv,  tS,V 
Wdtrrr^m  HBi!,  Wai,  .^t39. 

jriritr«({/,  fimi4«lv   M  fftflll,  344b 

it«:i^  tciit.tb, 

ass*;  f^laru^,^acturct^?j9:  inrcd* 
uf  WjiiiihisTw  til  mil  v»  ib.  iMitii 
Rtfbi^rt  And  Wlltlftm'KeiT,  »^ 


Vuft,  liter,  et^orte  of,  81. 

I  fir  |ierrjii^*»S5^V;  c<}rpani.tioii.««i 
litr  mil Jl'  ul  v  Iccting  i He  wmjf*t^ 
repTC^tiifatitti,  nnftd  iiupdctu 
.15  >;  liarbr*«r,  S56,  S57;  pec* 
dnii^rr  of  the  roai^t^  SJiS;  dtmi 
TiTc  *!orin,  559  i  situatioii  and 
meimims  of  the  town,  pcfpnlit 
church,    3tf0 ;    liDipitnh,    »cbii 

S^il;  Iicrriug  fi*h«TV,  S6t'i 
K«ltV  rebtfllion,  36 j  f  c^riou*  i 
rme  pi^iut  pfoditecd  on  tbii  d 
3iHj|  cmuient  natli"^,  iin,  30 


eK9  or  NQRIOLK* 


INDEX- 
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Pahie,  Thomas,  observatioDS  oa  the 

writiogi  of,  250. 
Parker,     Matthew,     Archbishop    of 

Canterbury,  anecdotes  of,  ITS-l''^. 
Peck,  liobert,  divine,  anecdotes  of, 

Pjcivres:    in    St   Andrew's  Hall 
Norwich,  168;    at  Costessev  Hall, 
S63,    at   Nariord   Hall,  2^74;    at 
Oxbar^h  Hall,  278  ;  in  Guildhall, 
Lynn,  "^96 ;  at  Hulkiiam   Hou^e, 
218^  at  Hougtktou  Hall,  at  Uaiu- 
hani  Hall.  32S. 
PoRTHAirs:    Qucon  Anne,   Prince 
George   of  Deu:uark,   163 ;    Van- 
dyck,    261;    Qoecn  Mnry,    263; 
Lady  Elizubeih  Butler,  Lady  Ann 
UiiniiUon.    Dub^on,    274;    Mary 
Queen  uf  Scots,   fudge  Lytlletuu, 
>/irl   and   Countess  of    Arundel, 
Secretary  Cromwell,   Sir  Thomas 
Grcshuin,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  Earl  of 
Surry,    Sir    Anthony  Denny,   K. 
-      Edward  IV.   Henry  VU.  278  ;  Sir 
Robert     Walpolc,      Sir     Tlionius 
\Vhite^  Sir  Ucnjainin  Kcene,  296; 
Mary  dc  Mcdicis  3^4;  K.  George 
IL  and  III.,  Judge  Hoburt,  3'38. 
PnioRiis  at  Norwich,    lo7-160;  St. 
Leonard's,  19(3 ;  Way-bridge,  198; 
at  Aldby,   200;  Mcndhum,  21^6; 
Thciford,   246;   Old  Uuckeaham, 
t54;    Sleve>holin,    279;    Crome- 
hill,  281  ;  at  Downhaui,  285 ;  Win- 
waive,  285  ;  at  Castle- Acre,  3(X) ; 
Flitchani,  30i)  Binham,  3l!>;   at 
Horsham.  340  ;  at  llackhcalh,  341 ; 
Broomholiue,  3}'i. 
Pwr,  sta'e  of  the,  108 ;  parliamentary 

tfturiis  respecting.  109,  110. 
Population  ot  the  hundreds  or  towns, 

in.  112. 
PorsoD,  Richard,  memoirs  of,  316. 

Q 

Q'liddcyiham,  church,  mouumeut,  S36* 
Quiddeiihaiu  Ht^li,  scat,  iil. 

R 

liaclhrathf  priory,  seat,  341. 
Huinhani  Hall,  seal,  pnintings,  32'A. 
jKtfvrt<>nr/iiini, college,  ^03. 

Hall,  seat,  202. 

Pecdham»  199. 

Kkki'ham,  charter,  church,  image, 

.S27 
Rich,  Sir  Edwin,  nionoment  ot  $01. 


Richardson,  Sir  Thomas,  some  ac- 
count of,  209. 

R.IVBR8 :  Great  Ouse,  Little  Ouse, 
81  ;  Waveney,  Burr,  Wensura. 
Yare,  82  ;  Nar,  Nene,  83. 

Roman  Stations,  Roads,  end  Afr 
TiquiTiES  in  Norfolk,  3-14;  at 
Castor,  186-190;  at  Tasburgh,  214; 
at  Stratton,  213  :  at  ickburgh,  279« 
280 ;  at  Walpolc,  288 ;  at  Bran« 
caster,  S06. 

Uuuctou,  Houtfh  ancient  Saxon  churchy 
285. 

llush/ord,  college  at,  239. 

ituiti)ii,liichard  Person,  a  natiTe,34d. 


Sail,  church,  inscription,  327. 

Scole  Inn.  remarkable   house  at  Os- 

muldeston,  230. 
Seats,  with  the  names  of  the   passta* 

sors,  70-73. 
Sechky,  30ii 
Shadwell  Lodge,  seat,  240, 
Sheep,    Norfolk,     peculiarities    and 

mimbcr  of.  88. 
Shotthham,    birth-place     of     Henfj 
Howard, Karl  of  Nurthampton,190. 

—  Hall,  scat,  191. 

SHROPHAM    HundrcnJ,   241-255; 
parishes  in.  t41.  ' 

Skeliony  John,  poet  and  divine,  anec- 
dotes of,  229. 
SMITIIDON  Hundred,  30.v309i  ex- 
tent of,  305 ,  parishes  in,  306. 
Snarehill  Lodge,  seat,  battle  at,  bt- 
tween  K.  Edmond  and  the  Daues» 
240, 
Snettiiham,  308. 
Sonmes,  I'humas,  divine,  account  of, 

367. 
Spelman,  Sir  Henry,  lawyer,  account 

of,  S05. 
Sprou!tu}i,  monument,  anecdotes  of 

Miles  Corbet  Esq.  341. 
So/f<rv,  3)8. 

'-  Hall,  scat,  319. 

Strcingc,  Sir  Roger  le,  politician,  mt* 

moirs  of,  308r 
StraiiOH,    Rtnuon   road,    antiquities, 
urns,   health,   V)4,   215;   church, 
215. 
Ultunifiihaw,  remarkable  windmill  at, 
^  1«S. 
SwAKFHAXi,     cljurch,      raonnrasnts, 

272  ;  cress  race-ground,  S73. 
SfFHideo.  Henry,  antiquary,  account 
i       of.  $63. 

Tacesphalui, 


UST  OF  BOOR  St  kC 


icritilk»nfi  colli tl  not  be  rt^c^iTovci  and  thr  vorlc  va  dbcoDlimu 

isever;^!  of  t\\n  |>lite«  wcw  di'ipt'i^f*!  anil  hold,  'I'hi?  coUifciiotiii  ( 
iij.iuitfl  nvMw  vi-ar^  villi  ^^t,  J«rUbt  wlut  lia^.i received  tittle  <^r  iio«^ 
il  U'lurn  af  thr  C%>tu4 y  lof^k  m{)  ihr  butiBi 
.  It*  tvl  trie  CotiJitj  Mf*ml><*f^.  jifUvincedl 
lorgif  liiL'  tk'iTuiniii  oi  Or.  Jcbb»  junl^buiil 
^.  A  coiniinltrr  wav  f*jnrR'tl,  ut  whirti  Ssr  Tl 
^iimtrn,  to  romlilCl  tlu*  publirjtlion  ;  .aid  I'l**  fiu 
niUvi^rr  rjdra.ird  tn  thr  Hrv,Mr.  VVhJJry,  byvhom  lln*  v*h( 

I*  I  111  1  ■  ;■  I   vl  I.  ,!■,    VL     ...      ,.i-,tv.'-'       I'v^-.'ivl     (fn-      Tiriil     ri  .rl     ■.v'ii<    'l     I  ■   '  ■-      l,'.-ii     tij* 


VvMnuinr. 


i    li>  if  It'  [tri->s  1 

iu'tl   HI   iifprlort  Uit  ma*H  jejff. 
cL»nimitt«*c  ult'?  supplk'*U  Ihc  ob%t4C 
'wk  wa*  bf  oui*til  Ig  u  L*irti«:lu\ion,     1 

11  ]>ro^e>Mi/from  IhcUui^*  Mr,  P-nJ 

'  .  --■■-  '  ■■■■■!■'■  --tH  ik  viAi  111       .'  :,, 

•   l<Ct]^  or  irv; . 

ilrndr'nctc*,  ;;v; 


ru^-tril  I  lit*  WH*rk,  itiHi   ■ 
Iruf^lii  Uir  V4r*tiiciv)   iu  du; 
wi*r*?  »urmciuni*.Hb  wu\  tht*  i 
work  w,L*  monMUiii  ■ 
caiiditt^ut rti   UU  lull 
'l"liMi>'Mj  it  rvinci*i  itiui  M  I 

aJi1if|atliL*!i  of  tlu"  Cor     ' 

gkrlc^l.    A  nitHlrrij 

liCvQueit  ttf  ttic  r^mu-;  --    .._ 

with  accural*?  pbtod,  ji  a  gi-cjit  jMiticraluin. 

"  The  fiivtr^rif  tf  thr  Church  *if  PrUrbyrgk ;  wbereui  ihr  i 

1 1  I  Ij  at  lH*r  p;t%<;i?^%  *ii  I  ■  ^K  f  i  \  pobttc  v  ttrw » 

ll  II  :  ■--  lU  ♦  »iia  wt  iortii  by  isytnon  Patrick,  D 

I,  i:  Lon-l  Hiso/'   Fol.     I'lie   fifint\  aif  E. 

Wjtid  jS  v.rvt»  at  Ij4v  i:hnnli,  by  JJ,  Kinti*  ih  whidi  liie  two  la^l  ar 
Uu'  Mwwi;(!on,  \\xt  bc4iiumr  higli  aitjr,  Ui:4tra>i;*l  164J,  aiid  a 
View  y<  Ibi-  tlly. 

•*  J«  Kpitfimi'  of  A*r.  Giftitan*^  fihianf  qf  Peterborough  Ca 
ifi'uL  Cvt}hiAuri^  a  fullci'  aiitl  nuivi*  pn-4  i,s*?  aixouiit,  tlKin  h*w 
linTln  biHt'ii  piv**fi,  ol  the  crdiiirio,  in  which  the  at-icnil  pant  of 
CiliJ I  <■  11  \i  t le  bt*g u li  u  p uu  illid  cull  1  jjk l(f d •   V^\ i?rbul ou ^h,  I S Ot>/ '  % 

**  nr  State  ttf  Nttrthfimpt<fHf  hmn  llie  bt'gijMiir^g  ol  tlic  Firr,  Si 
^t*  J**;  J,  In  Nmv,  >  J  F*'i*'*  --injU'd  in  a  |.<mi:r  to  a  rriend  m  L*>nt! 
tJ)d  t»^»w  itTOfT«iu*nUt'vl  ♦»>  ji]  wtll'di-^^jtmcl  pi'ri<>ns  in  onltT  to  CI 
ti.iii  Ut..irity,  iiml  a  spjHHTti^  relit  I  lor  I  he  ^aid  dislrc&*t?cl  imvn  aiul  jh'0| 

i-ytid.  1073/410,  i*4  page?,    Si^ucd  E*  P, 

•' .-/  pifrtkutar   EnUrtuinmrnt  qf  the  Sucenc  and  rrint^^  tl 

II  i'i^(tni'i-.*j:  III  Alliuirpe,   iit  line  li^xlit  Hniiouriifjlie  the  Lonl  Spcnc 

ifi>  ^s^umOaj,  briiiti  tiic  -  jtii  ol  Jtiue,  iiui,  sj^ikey  aunc  fu^t  uitd 

7  kijigdgi 
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iege,  at  Higham-Ferrers,  in  1729.  Also  E.  View  of  Rockingham 
CastU  in  1729.  Also,  in  the  same  year,  S.  View  oi  Holdenby  Pa- 
lace;  S.  of  Barrtwell  Castle;  W.  of  Daventnj;  N.  of  Billing,  pri- 
ories ;  and  S.  of  Draytvn  House, 

E.  View  of  Lord  Cullen's  Seat  at  Rushton  was  ^graved  by  Toms 
in  1741. 

A  Roman  Testflaied  Pavement,  found  near  Cotterstock  in  1736, 
was  engraved  by  Vertue  1737,  at  the  expenre  of  the  Soc'.ety  of  An- 
tiquaries. Another,  forty  yards  lone,  found  in  Chapel-field  at  Wel- 
don  in  1738,  was  engraved  by  J.  Cole,  at  the  expence  of  Lord  Hat- 
ton.  Another  found  1736,  at  Drayton,  was  dni>*n  by  Vertue  for 
Lady  Germain. 

A  lange  S.  W.  View  of  the  Pariah  Church  of  Ecton,  five  miles 
from  Northampton,  built  in  the  fifteejith  centurj-,  was  engraved  by 
Toms  in  1749. 

A  View  of  Oundle  Church,  was  engraved  by  Cole,  from  a  Drawing 
by  De  la  Fontaine. 
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INDEX 

•   To  (he  Topographical  Account  of  Northamptonshire, 
FORMING  PART  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  VOLUME 

OF  THE 

BEAUTIES  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES, 

The  Market  Towns  are  distinguislied  by  Small  CapitaU ;  the 
f7//</ge5  by  Italics. 


AbBIES,  St.  James's,  147 ;  Sulbv, 
163 •,  l-ipewelJ, '205. 

AbiHgdon,  sear,    churchy    sepoIchraJ 
ncniorials,  111. 

Andrew,  George,  Bishop,  account  of, 
57. 

Allhorpe,  seat,  142;  portraits,  pic- 
tares,  143. 

Aldwiniile,  birtli-place  of  Dryden  and 
Fuller.  189-191. 

ANECDOTE.S,  of  W.  Catciby,  48; 

.  J.  Catesby,  49;  T.  Randolph,  60; 
Bp.  Keynolds,  51;  H.  Holland, 
5ti;  Bp.  Andrew,  J.  Smith,  57  ;  Sir 
R.  Knightly,  63,  64;  13p.  Wilkins, 
66;  N.  Stone,  Dr.  T.  Turner,  69; 
Sim.  Marmiun,  Sir  R.  Win  wood, 
76;  S.Clarke,  80;  J.  Friend,  81; 
Lord  Crewe,  N.  Lord  Crewe,  84; 
Catherine  Parre,  87,  88;  S.  dc 
Patesiiuli,  H.  de  PateshuU,  M.  de 
Paieshull,  Dr.  R.  Steward,  90; 
Sir  R.  Etnpsou,  93 ;  Anthony  Lord 
Scaleif,  9.=>,  96  ;  K.  Bernard,  97.,  98 ; 
F.  Cruuc.  98,  99;  Lord  Keeper 
Lane,  1<>;>,  104;  J.  Hervcv,  107, 
108  ;  \V.  Wood,  108, 109  ;  Earl  ot 
Halifax,  110;  Sir  Isaaq  Wake,  112; 
J.  Bailes,  1^^ ;  Jolin  of  NorUianip- 
lon,  S.  Fislier,  Bp.  Parker,  137  ; . 
Bp.Cartwriplit,lo8;  W.Beaufu,  ib. 
R.  Brown,  138,  139  ;Bp.  Skamcr, 
140  ;  F.  Morsjan,  J.  Stanbridge, 
Dr.  Preston,  150 ;  Sir  Chr.  Hatton, 
Vol.  XL— Jan.  1810. 


152;  Sir  John  Finett,  154;  James 
Harrington,  135  ;  R.  Knoiles,  J57  ; 
W.  Hacket,  S>13;  P.  Hanstcd, 
Dr.  Ncwcon,  ib.;  W.  Law,  216; 
Bp.  Braybrooke,  166 ;  Sir  Thomas 
Iresham,  F.  Tresharo,  169;  R. 
Tdlbot,  170;  E.  Bacshaw  173;  B. 
Godwin,  ib. ;  O.  Manning,  176 ; 
P.  VVhallcy,  177;  ilbp  Chichele. 
185 ;  Sir  Henry  Yelvcrtoo,  180.    i 

Jpethorpcj  church,  213 ;  niouttmentSy 
seat,  214. 

Architecture,  Hucient,  ecclesiastical^ 
domestic,  41. 

Ashby,  St.  Ledger,  churcli,  tnnib,  47; 
account  of  W.  Catesby,  48 ;  and 
J.  Catesby,  49. 

Ashby  Lodge,  seat,  49. 

AiUhy  CanouSf  8o;  priory,  mansion- 
house,  87. 

Athlon,  church,  raouumcnt,  93,  94. 

Ashwoll,  ancient  nian«>ion  at,  85. 

Astrop  Hajl,  seat,  82. 

Avon,  river,  conrbc  of,  40. 

Aynho,  munumeutal  memorials,  75  j 
Jiospital,  free-school,  eminent  na- 
tives, 76. 


B 


Badby,  encampment  at,  49. 
Bagsbaw,  Edward,  dirine,  account 

of,  17.S. 
Bointon,  seat,  «>37. 

R  Barton 
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-I  —^  t  h  iifcht  nvm  u  we  nt», 

Jotiu  llti(J^i<  181. 
Earnoick  cliurch,  f  J7. 
Petulu.  W.i  ftmp,  ePCQUTtt  of,  tSS. 

UarKiflHf,  riutrmii,  Sr09. 
Pt*rn;triV  td«titftl*  inttilienitidAn,  ac- 
O^iiat  «f,  OT,  *JS, 

ftccoitrit  E if  Sir  {^rt«c  Wnkt^  11 S,  . 
BUiitigi  LiltJ;r,iiiici«nt  »<-)itt  113* 
BUtHrrihick  fUlt.  w»U  fOJ, 
Borough    Hflfi    ffidLftipiiienr.     56; 

liiinii  Wsilb,  S9. 
Bo^ightim  iliiiusej  >cit.  2'K>. 
JB<]i^A't0*iT  minor  li^u^i^j  1 IJ  i  rpoinrk* 

ftble  fdr*  raid*  m  ttie  ciiurcb.  1 14. 

Br«*  KLET,     prhllr|.'f*,    Cwfpin'nliLtn, 

77 ;  rcpreaeiitiiiiJisctt^tlr.tKufthci, 
TSii   biuldiiign,  tlU;   ^iccount  trl  H. 

Willi  Ifld  f  r4Mif ,  ii)4 

liil^lcu(l^l^  .tl  ;   account  of  Bt»(iop 
lie jUQJd),  ibp 
B*ie*tttcA,  mid  rut  cu*toiii,  101 , 

!ipeae«r  tuiuiJv,  141-14^^  chaiclj, 
146. 

ty,  accuunt  i^iff  191. 
£r»AicorliN',    anctciEit   |iriri]egci^   J 71  ^ 

churcli,  curioiia.  rcHcTj  t7t, 
BrixM'orih  Mailj  *cat,  172. 
iiF'»!<f  A f<>iiji  17^;  ttccuuut  of  Edward 

B>i>(«haH,  175. 
BroLkhulJ  Hoiisf*,  sent*  147. 
Brown,   Robt-rij   dji trine  acc^^unt  of, 

Burleijkt  lioaie,  leat,  ^57. 


Can  all,  ST,  SS. 

C'ii^tlf  Asbbyj    ftCatj,    niari<^i<i>n,    IDO  ^ 

poilrNiiE,  lai;  cbuiftij  lOa' 
Caitle  Djkes,   aucicnt  Ji>rlif»c«tiotii.| 

Caillei,  Waiiiworlh,  86  :  N«jttlii4mf»- 
fcm  121,  l'i^;ai  Bmrfe  ej,  7a  > 
BrrtjbrcMjk*?,  l^f' ;  Kjut-'kin^lia^tF 
m)?  ;   Aluivy,  tjt  J.   Fuiiieriughay, 

in. 


Cauor,  \h*  Rnmsi]  ft stioo, ' 

ctiurrh*  ft  I* 

Ot«%^  priory.  ehiir<Ii,  fll. 
Catell^j,  WtiUmm,  ficcoom  ^,  49L 
Cliarwill,  rivcf*  eouneo^^Oi 
Ctie^cr,  rncNinpiii*^  lf$»  HT, 
Cbichele,    Jlenr^    XtoAfaiiMfi  i 
cfiiiftt  of,  ipj,  1(16. 

7l'74;  ptiriilic^a  in.  71- 
Chippmg  Wartient  rnideatly  a  mtA 

lowiij  entrench menr^  71,  71. 
ClfliRCHES,  de^cnbed;.  .-UfcbTj 

U<i£cr,   47;   Catc^bj,   M,    Ml 

P6,   97;    WhistODj     I0«,    lOS; 
Korihamptou,  Ail  Samu,  lf.i^  ! 

chre'*,  I  jit  ■  *ij,r*tiott,  |4l;  JM 
toil,  I  Hi  i  E.^rJ'ii  tiarfon,  17T|  H 
liiigbormmli^  179;  Fotbrriii|!ll 
21^  ;  r«terbor»ug>u  ir5f  ^  Bsnia 

s:f7. 

Clatlie,  S&mueJt  wriirrt   acomml 

m. 

it*,  9:** 
Ci,i>  r-Ri^ois^  tl5|   ftceouDt  of  8 

W.  Liw,  ib, 
Cii*ptM,  ni<]tii#iiM?fiti,  £08. 
CcM    .4. ft  Ay,    157;    accAuist    «f 

Ktiotle»,  jb, 
C(^i^/fiji|r|rrr,  aceoiunl.  of  Ibe  lUr,  1 

liiint  Wwiti,  im,  iii9. 

ClHtlSY  Hi5ndf^d,iOJ-20?;parii 

)it.  tot. 
C(»ti£nutcit  2tSi   tenscllaled  per 

mc-iitj  ih. 
Cvtterst(}ck  tUH,  veat,  'it  6, 
Cuiir«broek  Huuie.  *<patj  l5T. 

numc'ntf    lOJ;    arcouttC    of    L 
KfqmrLaiiep  103,  11^4* 
Crane,  Fmncift^  lli%,  4ccotmt  ef„ 

Cr,iiir*)ri(  Dridgt,  tent,  J93l 
OtiM,   QdticiiSi  de$cnptio[|  of,  1 

Hi". 
alCcdJiiigion,  9il3;  nl  Higli 

Kerftfs^  185, 
Creiiv<!,  ThDmai  I^rd,  account  of, 

Nalt)afii«l   t^td,  account 

,      ib. 
Ci  iighian^  monnmcntf  SO ;  arcaou 

Jutm  Frietttlt  t^l. 
CumlicTliod,  Ricbafd,  blrtJi-plicc 


INDEX. 


Vallfngton,  chnrch,  loonnmects,  ac- 
count of  Sir  Joseph  Jekyl,  147. 

Danes  Moor,  scene  of  battles,  73,  74. 

Da  VENTRy,  etymology,  53;  priory, 
singular  circumstances  attending 
the  dissolution,  54;  charters,  cor- 
poration, .55 ;  grammar-school,  56; 
eminent  natives,  56, 57. 

Deene,  monuments  in  church,  801. 

Deenethorp  Park,  seat,  ^02. 

Delapre,  nunnery,  104. 

Dingley  Hail,  seat,  203. 
'  DodJ'ord,  sepulchial  memorials,  70. 

Dolben,  John,  Archbishop,  account 
of,  189. 

Drayton  House,  seat,  1&7. 

Dryden,  John,  poet,  account  of,  189, 
190. 

Durobrivis,  Roman  station.  222, 

Viuton,  ancient  abbey,  147. 


tEarVs  Barton,  church,  177. 

Etuton  Mauduii,  monuments,  account 
of  Sir  H.  Yelverton,  180,  181 ; 
church,  182. 

Eaiton-Neston,  mansion,  roonunieuts, 
94,95. 

Eeton,  account  of  Rev.  Peter  W.hal- 
ley.  177. 

Edgcot  House,  seat,  curious  sculp- 
ture, 73. 

Empson.  Sir  Richard,  lawrer,  account 
of,  93. 

Encampments.  Castle  Dykes,  4; 
Arbory  Banks,  5»  49, 71 ;  Hunts- 
borough  Camp,  8,  104 ;  Borough 
Hill,  57,  1.58;  Castle  Hill,  '74; 
Raiosborough,  82,  83 :  Barrow  ' 
Dykes,  140 ;  Chester,  186. 


Farming  Woods  Hall,  seat,  211. 

FarthhigitoHt,  Castle  Dykes,  ancient 

'     forti^ations,  62,  63. 

FAWSLEY  Hundred,  46.ri;  situa- 
tion of,  46  ;  parishes  in,  47. 

Faws/etft  church,  monuments,  account 
oi  Sir  R  Knightly,  63, 64,  account 
of  Bishop  Wilkins,  66.  | 

Fawsley  j[;Icuse,  sieat,  hall,  chimney-  [ 
piece,65j,jpu^«66. 


Finett,  Sir  John,  account  of,  154. 

Fmedon,  fine  church,  198. 

Fjneshailc,  priory  and  seat,  203. 

Fisher,  Samuel,  diviue,  account  of 
137. 

Flore,  148, 

Folheringhayi  castle,  prison  of  Marv 
Queen  of  Scots,  216 ;  college,  219'; 
church,  220  5  monuments,  ib, : 
school,  221. 

Fox  Hill,  remarkable  elevaiion,  170. 

Friend,  John,  physician,  account  of, 
81. 

Fuller,  RcT.  Thomas,  historian,  ac- 
count of,  190,  191. 


G 


GcddiHgtmtf  cross  described,  208. 
Godwin,  Francii,  Bishop,  acqounC  of, 

Grii/toii.mansion,  account  of  A  nthuny. 
Lord  Scales,  95.  9t». 

GREEN'S  NORTON  Hundred, 
86-89 ;  parishes  in,  86- 

Green's  A'orfoM,  birth-place  of  Cathe- 
rine Parre,  87. 

Gi'ettfln,  niunuments  to  the  Hattons. 
201. 

GUILSBOROUGH  Hundred,  1.56- 
164;  parishes  in,  156, 157;  Roma* 
encampment,  1.58. 

(Jail,  seat,  159. 


Hackct,  William,  enthusiast,  account 
of,  212. 

I^Aiilax.  Charles,  first  f^arl  of, account 
of,  110. 

HAMFORDSHOE  Hundred,  177- 
119;  parishes  in,  177. 

Hmington,  account  of  Bishop  God* 
win,  a  native,  173. 

Haubted,  .Peter,  divine,  account  of, 
213. 

HordfN^&tonf,  morumentsofthe  Har- 
vey family,  107  ;  account  of  Rev, 
J.  Hervey,  107, 108. 

Harlcstone,  Delves  ragstone,  147. 

Harleitone  House,  seat,  148. 

Harrington,  James,  memoirs  of,  166. 

Harrovtden,  Grtat,  account  of  the 
Vaux  family,  174;  manor  house', 
church,  I'li. 

Hatlon,  Sir  Christopher,  hoxd  Chan- 
cellor, accouiir  of,  152. 

R  H  lltUndoM, 


Jfcfi'tdflv,  vruricTit  infcrtptiun,  81. 

HrjTfV,  J»tii<ri»  (Iivi4i««  tccouQt  pit 

107.  lOlI'Ill, 
Bivforti,  Nether ttc^it'Uitd  pufemeiit, 

143 ;  churchy  J41i  j  nionuiutm,  tmi- 

JIltiHAM  FFJiUEKS  Hundr^-d^ 
tfiO-189-,  pomhcAiii,  180, 

HtciiAK  FrnREins^  itncient  c^atle, 
iffS  i  K!turch*  suFutfiturcj  W5  ;  r«U 

firfiwnUlion^  cro»Si  135;  arcnunt 
of  Ab|}.  ChichcJej  n  uftlivfj  1S3> 
186 

Ihidcnbij,  jJiCi;  nMniion-Kotifc,  l^^l  ; 
]>aUcc  i»ad  pn»a]j  af  Cbi^lci«!  I. 
I  .VS  ;  mn\c  turcouftt  Qf  Sit  ChTiHUi* 
pkct  HfltlfJii,  1.^1?.  13,1, 

tifirtun     Ooiitft     Wat,     accoUiil    r^f 
Chtrlc%  iLritiiirl  oilUiiUx^  lii>. 
Iluii*!Jbriiiighj,  rnciLinpinEiiti  lOiA. 


h'thlhighngh,  church,  cltanfrj,  cha- 
pel, itunb  uf  Jvhn  PjeJ,  133. 


K 


Ketoarth  HaJI,  s»at,  1*^6. 
ILetteat^o,  194;  cliiurdj^  Dt«  lotto 

Gill,  native,  l!i>5. 
Ein^'%  5*rWt*Tip  church  J  St.  Humbald** 

Weil,  ai. 

KING'S  SUTTON  ilumlred,  75*86; 

jmriih^^  Jn^  75, 
A'ni^riorpf,  {triv'>f«gc^!i.  114;  rujnauf 

Kirby  Hall,  d&xTibcrJ,  204. 

1j7. 


Xactndufum,  R&rnnii  sentionj  X  ^ 
Lanifintf  chuTciCt  monument,  J? a* 
L;<nipiul  Halls  ^*-^i,  ih. 
hanc.  Lord  Ket'iMsr,  licouut  «G  lO<?j 


L««f,    \V4liaai«    di 

L«i«ufi  HaII*  &05. 

I4tu.ni»  rit«r*  cuurM*  of,  40- 

LUk^rni,  Rdmui  stmliMi^  4«dni 
Ijt/ifrti,  cliurcli,  monaineit]^  III 

I^hntti  Bctdgesy  2irr. 

£4)u  4ci,  cburcb^  iiiQiiii.iiKfll%  tjM 


M 


i?6, 

M»r:ni,on«  Stfeftkeil^*,  poct»«eoHg 

j^lnitfy,  rustic.  rST^ 

Mittoy,  «ea.t,  t»^. 
MoUiM cries,  &c,  Ji,it  of,  9-11, 
M>;i,^i?ME'9T9,  of  Dr.  T. 'jWe^ 
Lord  Pafft  *3;  WilWmid  CtfC 
48;  T.  lUndc)|f4^  50 1  Sir 
Rnlghdj  and  laniih,  63-^ i  L 
Eliiabeth  Liilimer/  i&B  i  Dr.  T 
Tiirner,  fr9,  70;  VT,  IVicAd  i 
sous*  BO ;  'nioniaa  «ud  Temjie** 
C'riiwc.  83;  John  LfjrJ  CPBir#i 
M-  LflTft  Cre«'fj,  Bp.  <af  DarSu 
84 ;  W.  Spt>anc,  ^H  ;  Jolwn  B< 
shtti),  94 ;  Sir  Goorf  i^  unil  Sb  B 
to  [I  Fcnnor^  ©j ;  Fro-neis  Cn 
&^;  Sir  John,  Sir  Htiniptiitj,  i 
Sir  Amtioujr  Catcsbj ,  na^  1 
Irhv,  lb* ;  IltirireT  /amilv,  H 
William  Lwrti  Patre,  109,  Sir J« 
Spencer,  Sif  WLlUaiD  Spenc 
144  i  Sir  Hoben  Speoccr,  14 
Sir  Edward  Sptnccr,  John  E 
h[*encer,  l4g;  Fianci*  Mnfi 
ia<>;  Sir  Thoiiia*  Sadj»dl,  I 
Rirhard  Krkighilj,  I53;  HutOl 
AVaiBoiii,t?06;  Dai|lcys,ffi6;  B« 
land  Woodward,  Esq,  i'H  ;  Sif  .^ 
thou  J  Mildmuv,  ¥14;  Sii-  Jol 
Leigii,  tl4;  Cavra.  I^;  Clu4< 
165;   Lord  Citllcii,    169;   YeJr< 


INDEX. 


Morgan,  Francis^   JQ^g^j  anecdotes 

of,  150. 
'hloTtou,  TliomnSj  Bbhop,  some  ac- 
•    count  of,  181. 


N 


NAVISFORD  Hondred.  parishes 
in,  208. 

N.^SABURGIT  Hundred,  2!?1  ;  pa- 
rishes in,  ib. 

Nasehif,  161  ;  foriQcrly  a  town,  ma- 
nufactnres,  162. 

Naseby-Field,  battle  of,  162. 

Ncn,  river,  course  of,  38,  39. 

NEWBOTTLE  GROVE  Hundred, 
141-136;  parishes  in,  143. 

Vetoboltlc,  uld  manor  house.  S2. 

Neioenham,  account  of  Thomas  Ran- 
dolph, 50. 

Newton,  Dr.  John,  diviiie  and  mathe- 
matician, account  of,  213. 

Vorboriyugh,  church,  237. 

KoRT  HAMPTON,  couuty  town,  an- 
cient importance  of,  115;  hislori- 
cal  events,  116;  synods, &:c-.  ]!d, 
117;  university  established,  118; 
boy  crucified,  ib. ;  parliaments  held 
here,  118,  119;  fires,  119:  walls 
and  gates,  120;  thcca9tlc,121,122; 
corporation,  charters,  and  privi- 
leges, 133;  parliamentary  repre- 
lentatiou,  contested  elections,  124; 
diorches,  124-131  ;— All  Saints, 
125 ;  St.  Giles's,  St..  Peter's  1<6 ; 
jit.  Sepulchre's,  128  ;~-destro^-ed 
churches,  129,  130 ; — Religious 
foundations, — St.  Andre«**s  Pi  iory, 
ISO ;  Franciscans,  Dominicinis, 
331 ;  Anstm  Friars,  All  Saint)  Col- 
lege, hospitals  uf  St.  John  and  St. 
Thomas,  132 ;— infirmary,  133; 
gaols,  schools  134;  meeting-houses, 
135 ;  old  mansions,  streets,  &c. 
136:  eminent  natives,  137-139. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE,  general 
history,  topography,  and  local 
character  of,  1  to  230;  boundaries, 
and  legal  decision  thereof,  1 ;  di- 
stensions, divisions,  ancient  hun- 
dreds, and  wapentakes,  2 ;  Roman 
antiquities,  stations,  and  roads,  3, 
.  4;  encampments,  4,  5 ;  pavements, 
6,  7 ;  ancient  history  and  division 
uf  the  county,  manors  and  proprie- 
tors, 7-9;  ahbies,  priories,  and  re- 
ligious hvufcs,  9-11 ;  f«cle>i«ftical 
7 


history,  1 1, 12  :  Bishops'of  Petcrbo- 
rough.iaiT;  titles  of  honor,  17,18; 
seats  of  nobility  and  gentry,  18-'J1 ; 
gfographjcttl  de^c^ipliou,  yi-23; 
I't'terborougli  Fen,  24;  woodlands, 
ib. ;  Salccy  Forest,  25-nO;AVhittIe- 
wood  Forest,  30-34;  Rockingham 
Forost.  3|-3(s  canals,  37,38;  ri- 
vers, 3{J-'j();  roads,  bridgei,  40; 
manulactiircs,  41  ;  ancient  archi- 
tecture, 41,  4'/;  fonts,  42;  iepul- 
ciiral  luonumcnts,  42,  43,  number  • 
and  maintenance  of  the -poor,  44, 
43  ;  population  of  the  several  huu- 
dreds,  46. 


o 


ORIINGBURY  Hundred,  171-176;. 

parishes  in,  171. 
Orlivghury,  account  of  Tipv.  Owea 

Manning.  176. 
OuNDLr,  church,  almshouse,  schools 

bridges,  natives,  211. 
Ouse,  river,  course  of,  39. 
Overstone  llall,  seal,  139. 
Oxttulon,    Great,    i66 ;    remarkable 

echo,  167. 


Parre,  Queen  Catherine,  account  of, 
87,  88. 

Parker,  Bishop,  account  of,  137, 138. 

Paneiiham,  church,  sculpture,  96,  67. 

Faulerspury,  church,  tomb,  account  of 

* .   Kdwurd  Bernard,  <J7. 

PaUihuil,  B9 ;  eminent  natives,  90. 

pKTERBOROccn,  city,  history,  and 
dcscriplion  of,  2£&  ;  Cathedral  do* 
scribed.  233. 

— Bishops  of,  account 

of  the,  12-17. 

Pipewell  Abbey,  205. 

Pitsford,  springs,  encampment,  at- 
count  of  Bishop  Skinner,  140. 

Pitsford  Hall,  seat,  ib. 

POLEBUOOKE  Hundred,  209-^lJ; 
parishes  in,  209. 

Poor,  number,  maintenance,  and  ex- 
penditure on  account  of,  44,  45. 

Population,  list  of  in  the  several  huAr 
drcds,  6lc.  46. 

PoRTiiAiTs.  Bishop  Coropton,  Sir 
Stephen  Fox,  Earls  of  Northamp- 
ton! Ceorgo  Villien,  Duke  of  Buck- 
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I 


i  ji  g,b  Q  ri*  K*  rl  a  nj  Ciwntts*  of  S I  ire*  a- 
bury,  I  (I  I  ;  Cornnro,  Lufd  Lii4:Hif, 

Vfirnu,  Riiheiiv  Jlrnry  Vlll   Diib-i 

aiuutti*  C(fUijt4,'i*  ot   $4>uiUmu|j)Tvii» 

2j»clf    Dipby,     Igimtiti*     Loyglii, 

Xn.  of  SwcUeii,  Lnrd  WcHuiiHif 
SJr  UMliiiw  Fermur,  Sir  Jul m  Fi* 
jtetr,  |ji>  Cguufe^i  ijf  Bc%)iiiril, 
g,  M*rj,  Edward IV.  Edi^inl  VI. 
IrnS:  Jdineji  L  OVi%tr  CTutirrclH, 
Pliiikf^i  *a[e»  156  ;  Diik^  of  Rich 
iiKiTMi,  CoiinteSs  of  We»tiaurrln.n(lf 
Al^rv  tj'uei'.it  ui'  Scot*/  *i'Jd  ,  King 
JjiiK>,  ib. 
Pi^itn/fjir^,  •ncii5titpott<rjr  AtySBw 

.H;    .\*t*t'^y    Cfliiun*,    8I>,  67;  Sws* 
i(iriitd>leyi  ^5;'  St.  Aiid»c*itf  Nar- 

Pyltlitlj,  aCftr*  17(1. 


KuncKtvronijIt^  encempiwut,  flt*  B.I. 
Xtitiiilivt|jjij  Tboniu,  \fvi%  ftccuunt  ufj 

GO. 
Haundi,  clmrch^^  rird^t.  1C7« 
^&>e^nald$|  Iklwiirdj  Buhup^  account 

of.  bi, 
RtvLRB,  Ncn,  SB;  Welbtid*  Ouse, 

39  ;  Avwij,  Ltriirii,  Ctmrwetli  4^h 

tiud  ultict'rs  of,  ,^l':Jfi. 
HucKiNdritMj     tfUi;    cajttcj    906; 

TmuiTifP.  m  ?^0fthaiijptc4i*hirej 
.  5-7;  at  Burougij  Hilly  60-dtl  j  at 
WmiJturdi,  74;,  ul  Ayuho,  7b  \  til 
IWcL'itL-r,  91;  rit  Lilfcom,  t5'J; 
at  Wi  tdon,  a07  i  ill  Chesicf,  itiT  ; 
it  Mill  Citron,  isa. 
BOTHWlvLL  Hdiidred,    154-171-, 

R&thti.tl*,  priiir^,  i6B  ;  a  ceo  ant  of  Sir 
ThumiLs  Tic^liani  arid  nm^  169, 

Ea»himi  tlAlJ.  SK4t,  170. 


Silcej^  TifiQMlt  tittuLtiQ%  eitentf  dhi- 


i]mu;pm€rui  liift  mod  oli»Ti»tm 

Scdbi,  Anthcmjr    Loi^,  accM 
9a  1 1*6. 

8)telJjrtiolc  Lawn,  »e^r,  89 

SiUrnton,  /minJet,  PS. 

Sli inner,  Robt'rJ,  Bi^liop,  juciem 

HO. 
Smttht  John,   engraver^  accoi 

SPEfJIOE   Htjodred,  111J|4 

UprnUnUt    140;    t?hurcli,    011^114 

HI. 
Si *n bridge,    Jolm,    grniQinari«i 

count  dC  I'^ll' 

JN(4i*iii'rcj^,  fe(nark;ib)»   »t«fm&  * 
ktcd  |7«TC[EieuCj    JB&;  cliiuid 

JijuiAi-rfDJT,  supposed    to  be  the  U 

giuui^d  in  KngluTKl,  67. 
SUattft  tuatjuiut'nts  of'  i*Jt  Cfirli 

Sicwjftrd,    Dr.    KkliAfdj    di^ini 

ctiuiii  or  1?D, 
Stifie  Bvhnf^rt  monument*!,  P9 
Sttikp   F^th,  *t?ftt,    90;    axrc«aj 

Francji  Cran*,  Esg-  9tf. 
Slpjie,  Ni chill osit  ma^on,  AOcoUi 

Dtig  67-tiy. 
SulbyAbht'y,  163. 
Sutf^raii't  ciudi;,   hill,    ciicamnj 

74. 


r«lbri(,  Robert}  anliqoaTy,  ac^ 
o*,  t7(\ 

Hu'uford  llulj^  seat  85 

Tiiorpe  Mxl*Qr,  account  of  B* 
TalijMi,  try. 

THH ALSTON,  20a. 

TOWCKSTEn,  Hundred,  BS 
l^n.  ties  ill,  B9. 

Tuv.'CiiSTtJi,  HuiLnn  Anti*|iiillc.«, 
&[atiut]i  *tt,  91  ;  aiiCicnt  and  pr< 
suie  dI'i  moihurui^tit,  9ii  tec 
of  Sir  Richard  Ettipaonp  9S. 

1^9. 


^ 


INOTX. 


Tomer,  Dr.  Thomas,  divine,  account 
aud  monuroeut  of,  69,  70. 


U 


Upton  Hall,  scat,  153;  powessors, 
pictures,  l54 ;  ttovae  account  of  Sir 
John  Fiuctr,  15^;  and'ol  James 
Hprringtori,  £iiq.  I55 ;  church,  mo- 
numculs,  l.'i6. 

'  w 

Wake,  Sir  Isaac,  stateimRii,  account 

of,  112. 
Wakefield  Lodge,  scat,  89. 
Waritcn,  church,  three  fine  monu- 

nieuls,  198. 
}Vatford.  monuments,  16.^. 
Wedon  Rcc,  ancient  religious  bonse, 

and  ro\al  palace,  'tO. 
Week.ij  church,  monuments  in,  199. 
W'fi.uon,  Great; 207. 
Wellaud,  river, course  of,  39. 


Welling Bonouc If,  niinoral  spring 

at,  buildiniis,  178 ;  church,  bchouls, 

manufacture,  179. 
Weston- Fai  ell,  old  mansions  at,  or- 
chard, 141. 
Whallev,   l*cter,  divine,  account  of, 

177.' 
fVhiston,  church,  10«,    103;   mono- 

mentii,  103. 
Whitllcbury,  hamlet,  8'). 
Whittlewood  Forc!«t,  extent,  divbion, 

olHcers.  deer,  timber,  and  manage- 

meiii  '.I,  30-34. 
Wilkins,  John,  bishop,    account  of> 

66. 
WILLYBROOK       Hundred,  215; 

parishes  in,  ib. 
Win  wood,  Sir  Ralph,  statesman,  «c- 

C'>i-nr  of,  76. 
Wood,  William,  divine,  ace  >uut  of, 

iOS,  109. 
IVoodford,  Roman. remains  at.  74, 
Wothorp,  288. 
WYMERSLEY  Hundred,  lOCllOj 

parishes  in,  100. 
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